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Thereupon
GWENDOLYN FRENCH

j:.;

l'

was called as a witness, and after having been duly sworn,
, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. ARCHER:

Q Mrs. French, would you state your name and
, address, please?

A Gwendolyn t-1. French, 7242 Evanston Road,

Springfield, Virginia.
, Q You are married and have two children?
A Yes, I do.

~ " "Q' Whatis your relationship to Mr. and ~lrs. Clements?

,', ,A I'm a neighbor of Mr. and Mrs. Clements.
I".

Q ." Do you know them'/fairly well?

',A Oh, yes, I know them well~ We've lived two doors

away for over three years.
\

: ',' Q 'All right. Do you know the child, Heidi?
. i, ~

,,':' A,) Yes, I do.
t

"

," Q Have you visited in the homeof Mr. and Mrs.

Clements?
;. " .,..

" /~,
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.A;'.<:Yes, Itve gone to their home with' a package for'

.'?

Heidi. ,'..

Q ,Have you had occasion to observe Mr. and Mrs.
Clements and Heidi in a parent-child relationship?

.A: Yes, I have. I've seen their relationship when
.':'.

,they were playing outside, you know, outside with her
bicycle and with her chores. I've seen the three of them
going off in the car together, or going for walks together.

Q .'.Are you familiar with adopted children?

A . Yes, I am.

Q How is that?
.A .. ' I have two adopted children .

•• ' I J

• • '1.

Q, What are their age.s?,

A ,One is six and a. half, and the other one is

'two and a half ..'

•.

Q I see. Now, can you tell us can you give us
t an opinion of the relationship between Heidi a.nd the

Clements, as a mother of two childre~ and a neighbor of
theirs?

A 'Yes. It's a close relationship, I would say.

';.....

-'I

) 'It's a ve~ynatural parent-child relationship. In
comparing toda,y with two years ago, when she first came,

I would say she was a child who was, you know, people were
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doing for her.
i,'"

If I would come to see her, she would know I was
there, but wouldn't pay me very much attention.

THE COURT: This is two years ago that you're
talking about?

THE WITNESS: Yes. Whereas, now, if she sees me
, outside., .'or to come to my home, she says, "Hi," and you

:know, is very outgoing and has kind of developed her own
personality, I would say.

" .' " .:,'~. " .,But she could not relate to me or relate to
anyone else in this manner two years ago. It 'was just,
people were there and she was there, and now she sort of
.relates to people and is more outgoing in her relationships
with them.

:; BY MR. ARCHER:

','Q I see. Does she seem~:;tobe a happy healthy child?. ;.

,,'.A Yes, she is. She's a.djusted to her home
,environment, I would say.

Q Now, I direct your attention to the time on or
about October 16, 1970, and ask you to relate what, if

'j

anything':: occurred at that time?

This was in October, about the middle of October,
1970. I.believe you had contact with Mrs. Clements on
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A Yes, I did. She came to my door, and there was
a gentleman stand,ing on the sidewalk" and Mrs. Clements

was very upset., I led ,her to my home, atwhieh time she
stated that the gentle~~n in question was trying to talk
,to Heidi, and wanted her to come with him.

Q Did you observe this man doing anything or 'just
$tanding there?

".' A ,He was standing on the sidewalk, and she was
I already in my doorway.

, .Q 'When you saw her, did you observe anythir~ that
('

occurred prior to that?
A No, I diwl't.
Q Did Mrs. Clements tell you at that time, anything,

or any more details about what had occurred before she got
to your door?

A Yes, she said that she h~d gone for a walk with
Heidi to the letter box, and that the gentleman in question
had stopped and talked to the child and asked her her name,
if she was Mrs. Clements, and he wanted the child to come

"

with hertand --

Q (Interposing)' With him, do you mean?
,( A lvith him, yes. And at the same time tried to ta.lk
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her and the child into coming to see the biological mother,
where the mother was staying.

Q All right. ~trs. French, would you say that Heidi
has prospered while she's been with !vir. and Mrs. Clements?

A ,: Yes, sir; I would.
'.-'." , .

Q Do Y9U consider that she has a good home andoa

good life?
A Yes, she does. She has parents that love her and

give her excellent care.
Q I see.

~m.ARCHER: Thatfs all I have.

, I

(Witness excused) or-

';

(; - - -
. :'".~:... '-.•~,.':.,.,. ~!.,.

.'"'. . -'.,r,,' .
• ,_, I,
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IRENE NASSOR
was called as a witness, a.rid after having been duly sworn,

,was examined and testified as.follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY lv'ill. ARCHER:

.\

Q Mrs. Nassor, would you state your name and your
residence address, please?

A :.Irene Nassor, 7236 Evanston Road, Springfield --
THE COURT: (Interposing) Spell your last name,

please.
" THE WITNESS: N-a-s-s-o-l" .

'. THE COURT: , Thank you.
'f

; THE\1ITNESS: 7236 Evanston Road, Springfield,

Virginia.
BY ~m. ARCHER:. ,.'Q And where is that in relation to Mr. and Mrs.

Clements home?
A Directly next door. Weshare adjoining walls.

Q I see. And how long have you ltnown Mr. and Hrs.
. (,

Clements?'

. A Three years.

, '. Q And how long have you known Heid1 ?
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A Two. I picked her up a.t the airport with her
parents, when she came.

Q Now, have you had an occasion to observe Heidi
and Mr. and Mrs. Clements in the parent-child relationship?

, :. '.-: ..;:

A .;,.~,Yes,quite frequently.

'Q Have you had an occasion to visit in their home
and to observe their home life?

A Yes, and they have also been in my home quite a
bit.

Q Let me ask you one question in digression a
moment:

What is. your occupation?
,-,'A.' I'm a learning disability teacher for Fairfax.

County.
: Q, And in that capa.city, do you have quite a bit of

contact with children?
, A Yes.

Q Do you, as a part of yout jOb, or_profession,
evaluate children?

.'

'" A
' , , Yes.

; .

i.' .
:',Andis it part of your profession, .part

;.
of your job to evaluate parent-child relationships?

A " Slightly. Actually the psychologist on the team
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does that. I mean that I'm in a cursory observation.
Q You would have observatory experience in that.
A Yes, but that isn't part of my diagnostic

relationship.
Q All right. Now, you say that you picked the

, Clements and Heidi up at the airport.

A Yes.

Q When was that?
A Well, it was in the spring~ I mean, I can't

remember the date.
Q Of what year? ") .

A Was it '697 No, '70, I think.
Q Seventy.
A Yes.
Q DJ-d they come in on a conunerical airliner or

on a military airline?
..A Well, I actually didn't see them land.

Q I see.
c

A But they were at Dulles.
Q Dulles airport.

"
i,', A ~~And as far as I know, that's commercial.

Q Now, can you describe Heidi to the Court at
that time?
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/I

A She was rather withdrawn at that time. She made
no attempt at verbalization. I normally do work with
younger children, so I've picked up a few clues here and
there.. It was hard to draw her out.

I didn't want to push her, knowing th~t we were
all strangers to her. The only one I did see her relate
to slightly, was my son, .who at that time was twelve.

But she was not what you would call a typical
two-year-old, as far as curiosity or exuberance and so
forth. She was rather quiet. The first time that she
came- into my house, she would just sit, even though my son
would take toys out and try to talk to her.

I just made no conclusions, but she was quiets
very quiet.

Q Now, can you describe the progress she has made,
if any, since then?

; A Now, she is qui te outgo~ng. Inunedia te ly, upon

entering my house, she will -go to the piano, and there is
none of the hesitancy or quietness.. If she sees me on the
street, she runs up to me and throws her arms around me .

. .1'.
.:: She has gained conf idence from the home

situation. It's a very stable home situation; she's sure
of it. And I think this has helped her to know the
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.,.

neighbors and the accepting of their neighbors and
surroundings have helped her to accept them, too.

Q . Would it be fair to say that you believe that
she has prospered since then?

A Oh, yes •.

Q Can you give us your opinion to Mr. and }~s.
Clements as parents.

A I think they are very concerned parents in all
aspects. Not just in her physical well-being, but in her
mental well-being.

I noticed that she was not picking up words
at two there's very little verbalization, many children,
some a.re slow, but I felt that she shmld be picking up

words .
I'did push Mrs. Clements to make sure that she

did speak English to her, knowing that ~ bilingual patterns
are 90metimes confusing. In my presence, except for maybe
a word, the family has used English all the time.

I also talked to her once a~out a problem my son
had, learning to speak, his adenoids were enlarged and so

I-

forth, and irr~ediately they had a checkup for her. They
have pursued this, and she is going to a speech pathologist
now, .'because there is some problem.
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It is not just the concern of having a child,
but concern about her emotional stability and her general
health as well.

Q Would you tell the Court whether you think the
Clements are f~ilily orientated people or not?

•A ....,. Extremely so. And the~e.~.s'!a:ve.~y,)good;:.)ra.pport

between Mr..~.Clements and Heidi, and the grandparent.

relationship is very good.
They are very.concerned people in the co~~unity,

you know, with neighbors, and now they~re helping me out.
For.example, .last night with the flood and everything,.
,they are the type who call up to see, to make sure you've
checked your basement, because they had noticed leakage,
you know, that type of thing.

). : '. :.. " .', Theytre very close knit with their family .
. . !. cY '!'EE~:;COUrrT,;).;;..Do6z:.thc grandfather live with them?

TIlE "h' ITNESS : No, but hc:.:.J.l,,~es[;\in the same

a.rea,.. though. Very good rela.tionship'.

BY MR. ARCHER: . '. ; .

..,
. -,

Q., Now, directing your attention to the month of
j.October": 1970, about the middle of October, did anything

occur during that time that came to your attention? ,

.~.A .Yes. I have a sister who lives five houses
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awa.y from me, in the same to.wn house development, and since

I work, I do' stop .in to see her, occasionally. And when I
stopped in, she asked me if I had friends from New Jersey
because I had just moved from New Jersey three years ago
who had a Mustang. ':' .

" And I said, "No, not that I ca.n recall."

And she said, "Well,' there has been one that has

, been parked in different parts ,of the complex."

:,She said, ,f! I noticed it when I went out to have
my hair done this morning,. and when I came home from
grocery' shopping."

. : And she saw him from her window, from the

upsta~rs window, .and she said, "The car was very noticeable
and it looked like someone was watting for you to COliC home
from school, and they were not sure if you were home."

As I was leavil!g, she said, "1 do not see the

"car right now...

And as I waslea.ving, she' said, ."Oh, there it

"goes again.
,'And I did get a glimpse of it ..
l '
\~And I said,'.'No, they don't look like a family

I know.".

The following day, I came home from school and
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v

as I was getting out of my car, a maroon ca,r drove up,

and a man got out, and he had u?- English-American dictionary
in his hand. I mean, I didn't know it then, but he kept

referring to it.'
And he came up and started to ta.lk to me. I

know no German, so I was not really too,aware of what he
was trying to say, except I did understand Clements,' and

he was pointing to the house.
And I sa.id, ffyes, that's where they live."
And he was saying something else, a.nd therr he'd

look up a word, and I got from.the conversation that he
wanted to know if I knew where they were .

.'.And I said, no,,;; I tha~ ltd been to work all day,

and I did not know. And then he was saying a few other
things which again I did net understand, but he was
trying to make some relationship with the woman who wa.s

in the car. She at this point did not get out.
,. And I kept shaking my head and saying, .,I'm

sorry, I don't speak German, I donWt understand," and with
this she ,got out and she showed me a photograph that had
her'pictcire and the child Heidi.

And she started ~aying a few things, ~nd again
I did not understa.nd. I kept shaking my head and saying,
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"1 don't know where they are, I don't know what you're

saying, and I'm sorry r can't help you. u.

. '1But, of course.,.by this time I was awa.re that
,it wasn't just a friend from Germany who happened to be

looking for them ..
Q Well, did you see that car parked anywhere else

a.t any other time?

A Yes. The next day I was about to go out food
shopping, and my son wa.s with me, and as we were pulling
out of our complex, a.bout a block up, I'd say, I saw the
maroon car aga.in.

Q ParkeCl?
A Parked. So I said to my son, "Take my pen a.nd

my purse and my ba.nk account book and write the number of
the car down when we go by,lI because I had to speak to the

Clements that evening.
So he wrote the nUIr.Qer davin, and I rode around .

the bloclt and I was coming back, and as I wa.s, the car had

moved and the woma.n got out of the car, went up to the
Clements' house, opened the screen door, placed some
object there, and then drove a.way.

I waited, and then went ba.ck and ca.lled the
Clements and told them I ha.d the number, and that there
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was something in their door .. And I did not 'see the ca.r

'again after that.
Q All right.

MR. ARCHER: Tha't t s all I have.

THE,COURT:Do you want this lady excused?

~ffi. ARCHER: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Any objections?
MR. CIlICKENBERGER: No objection.

(Witness excused)

Thereupon
ELAINE WOLF " .

was called as a witness, and after having been previously
duly sworn, was exarflined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY !vIR. ARCHER:

,Q ~liss Wolf, would you sta.te your name and

occupation, please?
, .A Elaine Wolf, social worker, Fairfax County,

Department of Social Services ..
'.Q ~ In that capac~ty have you been assigned to the

Clements' adoption case?
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Q When did you first come into contact with this
matter?

A The case was referred to me from the Department
of Welfare and Institutions in June, 1970. The fami1y~
however, had been known to the agency prior to that. We

had investigated their home, in relation.to their bringing
Heid,i to .the United States. I, however, did not do the

previous investigation.
Q I see. When was the previous investigation begun?

.A We received the request from the International
Social Service, New York Branch, in October of.1969.
And the Clements were then seen on November 10th, 1969,
and November 18th, 1969; and a report was mailed to New
York, reco~nending their home and indicating that they
could provi.dc a good home situation for Heidi.

TH.l.R f'OU'R'p., TlT1 t1-. t a' led f OJ_ "" .~.l.. li.llen was L.tSre~or m 1. r n

New York?
THE WITNESS: It was mailed on November 26th .

. THE COURT: Sixty-nine.
,.
;.
:: THE WITNESS: Sixty-nine, yes. And then on

March 16th, '1970, we sent a copy of that study to the

u. S. Immigration Department so that a visa could be
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obtained for Heidi .
. Now) you have strike that. This report and

investigation. prior to your coming into personal contact
with the case. is a part of your file?

A Yes.
Q I see. And you have studied it?
A ,Yes, sir.
Q 'And I believe your testimony was that you found

in that prior report of the investigation that you could
recommend that the child be placed with the Clements,
is that correct?

A Yes.
Q Now. when you got the case. I take it, it was

the result of the institution of adoption proceedingst

A That's correct.
'.'Q . And how many times have you visited the Clements'

home yourself?
A I visited the Clements' home twice. I had one

office interview with the Clements just before Anneliese
and Mr. Szemler came to the United States. And then I had

,
rseveral telephone conversations with" them during the period

of time the Szemlers, Anneliese and Mr. Szemler were in
the United States.
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Q "You had telephone conversations with whom?
A, 'With the Clements.
Q.With the Clements. Now, when was' the last time

you investigated, or looked into the home life of the'

Clements?
On June the 8th .~,""

Q, Of this year?
A Of this year, yes.
Q. And what are your conclusions as to theadoption.?
A . ' I 'feel tha.t I can still reconwLend the Clements

as a yery good family for this child. In the past two
years) Heidi has progressed. She's developed into a very
happy and healthy little girl. 'There has been an increase
in Mr. Clements' .salary. He has gone up $3,000. They
have maintained their debt which is not very great. He
has increased his insurance $7,000 ..

They have shown an interest in exposing this
child to other children by putting her in a local nursery
sch.ool; onG of the good bnes in the area.

And they have initiated speech therapy for Heidi,
who does have a speech problem.

Q Is it fair then to say that you would reconunend

adoption?
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Yes, I would.

", .~-. .':'
.;r<,,"

•• ~ I

,. ';

". .' .~--

Q Now, you're f~niliar with the report of, I believe,
Miss, D::tisy Young, the Commissioner, of Welfare ,which is in

the court file.
A That is based on my investigation~ and also the

State;:~WelfareDepartment does, have copies of the original

report that vms sent to ISS in November of 1969.

Q It's my recollection of that report that the
recorm-l1endation is for adoption, pending investiga.tion into

, the actual guardianship propriety.
,,'A That t s right. There's been a question about that.

Q So the only qualification they had was, who was
the guardian.

A Right.
Q (Have you had occasion to look into, or the

opportuni ty to loo1( into the background before Heidi C3J11e

to 1,ir. and!,frs. Clements, or ,have you gained any knowledge

of that background?
A ' You mean the background that she was in?

Q Yes.
;,'A (;The only information I have is letters that were

sent to us by International Social Service. The first
letter which was the requ.est for the original investigation.
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And at that time, ISS wrote to us, based

to make the investigation here. And this letter which

on correspondence they had received from their German
branch who had been pressed by the Germa,n youth authorities

, .

was dated
MR. CRIClCENBERGER: Your Honor, at this stage

I donet want to be sticl<::yabout objecting when ,it comes
into this case beca'.:se of the nature of the case. I

want to allow Mr. Archer all the latitude that I can.
I would hesitate not to enter an objection if

I'/UssVlolf is going to testify to what has been concluded

in Germany, or based upon testimony she has no knowledge.
If~she's going to testify now to opinions or

~'

conclusions stated in correspondence from someone overseas,
I think I would have to enter an objection. If she's
going to, testify to something of her own personal knowledge,

that's perfectly all right.
THE COu~T: I will sustain your objection on that

point.
You understa.nd, if you lenow something of your own

'{, personal': knowledge as to her ba,ckground, you can tell us

about that.
',' THE ''lITNESS: I've never met ,the woman. ,All I

I
I
l'
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have is information that WRS told to me through correspondence.
"N.JE cou'pm.,.\,.\1. . ~1..J.• Then I would sustain his objection.

QLet me.asI?':you this Hiss Wolf: can you te 11 us

from your file; or what is in your file, whether or not
there was an investigation made of -the home where Heidi

was in Germany by the German authorities?
A Not that I know of, no.

MR. ARCHER: That's all I have.

BY 1~. CRIC}~NBERGER:
. Q . Miss Wo~f, have you ever met either Mr. or Mrs.

Szemler, the natural parents of the child?
A No.

IvIR. CRICKENBERGER: I have no further questions.

REDIRECT E~~MINATION
BY HR.. ARCHER:

Q Have you gnined from Mr. and Mrs. Clements, any
Iknowledge of Hr. or Mrs. Szemler, or Anneliese or Mr.

Szemler, in your discussions with them?
. A . They had discussed Anneliese and the type of life



25
.... ' ..

she had been leading over in Germany during her marriage
to Alfred Sebisch and h.er relationship with Mr. Szemler,
yes.

Q And what werG your conclusions that you learned
from those discussions with Mr. and Mrs. Clements?

~m.CRIClillNBERGER: I would have to put in an
objection here.

TIillCOURT: Sustained.
~~. ARCHER: Your Honor, I think this is part of

her investigation.
THE COURT: It's based on hearsay.
~llL ARCHER: But 1\1r.and Mrs. Clements are here

and I.think --
'ItHE COURT: (Interposing) Well, they can tell

us.
,\ ,{:

I

.','

l'vlR.ARCHER: I r'm asking for the conclusions she
" .'drew as a professiona.l worker as a part of her il1vestigation(~!.

THE COURT: She~s drawing 'conclusions based 011

what the petitioners are telling her. ItVs stillhearsay~
~m.ARCHER: Note my exception ..
!i'HE COURT: A11 right.

...
,.. THE COURT:

That's all I have.
Do you want her excused?
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'.' ""/iR. AR{'Plj'D •..I.'... rl41.vLA Lu.\. •. Yes .

."1 ~ •,

THE COURT: Any obje~tions, Mr. Crickenberger?
No objections.

(Witness excus~d)

l~~. ARCHER: At the outset I would like to say
that Mrs. Clements has a heavy German accent and she is
trying to do her best to make herself understood.

Thereupon
ILSE FRIEDA CLEMENTS

was 'called as a. witness s . and after being previously duly

'sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXIH.lINATION

.. - BY MR•. ARCHER:
.'r

'.

", Q Mrs . Clements , would you state your na.me and age?

.: A lIse Clements

(Interposing) I-l~s-e Clements?

. THE COURT: Can you keep your voice up Mrs.

Q

A

Q

A
.. r

"\.

Yes.
And your age?
.Thirty-eight.

:,'\'

EvanstorrRoad, ~7238.

Clements so we can all hear you?
: BY PiR. ARCHER:

, .'
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, Heidi was born 1968, the 17th of ~~y.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

sister ..'

A

Q

A

, Q

A

Q

, And what is your relationship to Heidi?

Heidi is my niece, and now my little girl.
Your sister then --
(Interposing) My' sister, Anneliese, daughter.,
She's Anneliese's daughter and Anneliese is your

Y' , .
," e5 .•'<.. .' •..•..

All, right. Now, when \llaS Heidi born?

I see. And she was born in Franlaurt, Germany?
Yes.
And what sort of contact had you had with

, iI

Anneliese after Heidi's birth, but before you got into
negotiations with her for the adoption?

A. My sister, Anneliese, wrote to me and told me that
she had this little girl and she don't know what to do with
.it, to give it up or to put it in the 'welfare home. So

after then she had to go. She cann.ot use the child.
Q ,She what?

A, She cannot use the child. Then, I wrote her a
letter and I told her that we have our papers for adoption

"

in Virginia Beach and my husband was out to sea. I told
her I would talk to him, and if she wanted to give up the
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child, we could have her for adoption. I would have to
talk to.my husband first and see wha.t he would say to that.

So she ,wrote us back, and say we could have her.
,Q Now, wait a minute. youtre using that German

word again, u~. She wrote us
A Oh, she wrote us back that we could have the

child. And then when my husband come back, I told him
about it. And he told me the only way he would go into
this is if we ~ould do it through the welfare, if she

fl' '::-

~would go through welfare, and she said, yes.
, .. ': ~ ! .

. And then she wrote uSl::back the address from the

welfare, Kriftler Street, Frankfurt ..

Q Kriftler what?
A Kriftler Street, Frankfurt.

THE COURT: Can you spell that?

'. ,

. ',;',,: ;'; .. ",',',

THE WITNESS: It's in the papers.
, .

~ffi. ARCHER: Wait a lninute, please, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right.

~m.ARCHER: K-r-i-i-t-l-e-ro Is that right?
THE WITNESS: Yes, 6S.

. /.: '

''MR. ARCHER: And what is that?

THJ~WITNESS: That I s the welfare department we

were 'just talking about.
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Q And when was this correspondence between you --
this first correspondence about Heidi?

A Well, I got letters from her before, but I
didntt know about Reidi.

Q No, I mean --
.A (Interposing) This was sometime after the baby

was born.
Q Was it in 1969?
A No, I think it was in '68j beginning in the

.late !68 or early t69.

Q Late '68 or early '69, that this correspondence
began.

Q And your testimony is that she responded that
she w6uld be willing to let everything be handled through

11

A Yes ••

the welfare.
A Yes.
Q All right. Did you. have any further contact

with her after that initial correspondence?
.,
to.

'A :1 .got over to .Germany.

Q. When was that?
.A. . This was 1970, the 29th.
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Q . 'Let's not get there, yet.

When she said, in her .letter, that in early '69,
,

apparently, that ~he was willing to let everything be
handled through welfare,' what happened then?

, . 'A . Oh, 'she wrote to me a.nd told me that she needed

some money because the man with the child would have nothing

to do with her.
Q Who's the man?
A Hr .. Szemler. I didn't know then who the name

was, she only sa.y the man~ So my husband and I sent her
some'money. It was 400 ma.rks. No, 300 ma.rks,' which was

then $75.
, ,< ,After that I found out I had to pay from then on

" ',' .::

,because she was very bad off. I always send her some money

in an. envelope, sometimes $25 or $20, sometimes more and
sometimes less. Tbe lowest one was maybe $20.

" ,'. ,0' 'THE COURT:. '

, TH4" -\17 I t"fIN'1'( S.S ..M i .1..1..... ~ •

How often?
Each month I send her some,

sometimes twice a month, because w~ get ,paid twice a month.
BY !viR. ARCHER:

{
Q ':~ All right. Now, when was the next letter you had

from her about your ta.king Heidi?
, A. This; ,vas before Christmas.
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Q ,,1969?

A Yes. That is when she asked me agail1and she

., • 1 , If Cb . t . + tId l ., 1. t..l. 1 . 1 dsaJ.o.,,~.ii.<,ir •.rlS-~taS 18 av 'le oor ana 'cne 1"1.,.e glr an

I have no clothes and Christmas is coming and I can buy
nothing for my children for' Christmas. I don't like
, Christmas at all. I wish there wouldn t t be a day ,like this. It

So we sent money aga.in. It was no big amount

but we sent it through a 'bank that 'was open;:.',}(..,:,,::.,~,'.:,:..~
.. "

..... t"~.:i,2" Q" Well; during this time, were any arrangements

. made~bout' transferrj_ng Heidi to you?

'A (No'response)
Q Between yeti and Anneliese?
A Yes~ through the'welfare,in November, came a.nd.saw .

. f~\.•...,;,.

,
, .

','. ~, "

.:"

THE COURT: November of '69?
,THE WITNESS: This was '69.

THE COURT: November of '69.
THE WITNESS: Yes.

;'. BY ~,lR. ARCHER:

QShe had started arrangements through welfare.
A Yes •

• f

Q I: And you had started over here.

A Yes. Oh, one time, in the middle of the su~ner
" Q '(IntE:rposing) Of \vhat year?
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A Of t69. Well, after I wrote, after my sister
my husband wrote over to the welfare and make all the letters
ai1d the papers out, inunigr2:tionpapers. And he told me

that certain things he had to sign and he didn't know all
the}whole.deal about it, and she should tell us about if
there's more' papers to be signed. 'So we didn't hear from
her for awhile and then in rniddle swruner we heard from the

welfare lady.
And she say my sister~couldn't make up her mind

for sure. She want to talk to her again.
'Q About what?
A About adoption. She wanted to talk to her again.
Q This was in summer, 1969?

. Jot
A Yes. And two months later we got a call from the

.; .

welfare here. And the lady say that she had some report
for adoption over there and she have to come out to the.
house for interview.

Q I see. Now, this wa.s late f 69.

A This was late f 69, yes.
Q Now, did there come a time when you went to

Germany for the purpose of taki.ng custody' of Heidi?
A Yes.
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A

Q

A

Q

A

-This was 29th of Februa.ry.

Of what?
The 29th of February.
THE COURT: 1970?'
THE \'fITNESS: Yes.'
B-Y-M~TR fl. nCI-T"H'n •, A'll. ,t-:i.J.1.. .l.••.•;<; ••

And you arrived, I believe on March first.
Yes.

Q Where did you sta.y?
A I stayed with my older sister Elfriede.
,Q Elfriede?

A Elfriede Sebisch.
Q All right. Now; did you have contact with

Anneliese and Heidi from the time you got there?
A Well, a week later.
Q A week later.
A Yes.
Q And would you tell us about the discussion between

you and Anneliese concerning adoption?
A Yes. When I -- well, when she wrote to me, she

'I

"said the:man was not going to both of them, the ba.by und her,
anymore. And when I got to Germany, I found out from my
older sister,tha.t the man still comes around once in a while.
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So I says) "I don v t do nothing unless my sister

come to me first." I didn't go to her first.
S't l' l' , H'o .1\VaS aDOut a. weeK "men my nIece, !v.onlca,

came and said Anneliesefound out I was in Germany. So'
she told her mother a.nd so my sister )got to' the welfare,

'Monday morning, a week later.
1'1 . L' 1 .I.' '1' T 'b' 1~rs~ elCJenSCelD ~o~a me~ ~ ~11n{ --

Q (Interposing) Whofs Mrs. Leichenstein?
A Shevs the welfare lady that worked on the case .

. And she told her, my sister Anneliese~ that I am there and
she would like to talk about the adoption case of Petra.

Q Of.who?
A Petra.
Q . How do you spell that?
A .P-a-t-r-a.

Q It's P-e-t-r-a, ..isntt it?
A .In English that's the little girl, Heidi.
Q All right. And did you go down to the welfare

office and talk with Anneliese?
A Yes, I got down to the welfare place and my sister

was waiting outside and Mrs. Leichenstein had another lady
"

inside.
Had. what?

\,'. . !
" '.

.. ,
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A Had another lady in.her office,' so we had to
wait wntil she got through. And my sister a.nd I got inside
and Mrs. Leichenstein told me that my sister wanted to
see first if the Ghild would go to US, 011 my sister, which
is my home, first, and then my sister would decide about
signing the adoption papers.

B t I A 1 ' h liN.' I . 11: t d th t "u l,O J.. 0, .Ler, 0, c;'Wl' no. 0 ua. And
whether the child goes with us for adoption or. she don't
go at all. "I will not J•••nlr(~,,~ •.c her for one year,
maybe three years;' it wouldn't be fair to the child.

So, and I walked out and I say p "Youv 11 still

get the money I sent her, but 'the only way my husba.nd and

I talk about, is only about adoption:' And I walked out.
Then my niece, ~lonica, came in the evening and

told me my mothe;; is mad that I don't want to take the
child. I said, "I don't want to have it anymo~e, give
it to someone else."

And I sa.id to 1\1onica, ., If she don f t want to give

it to me for adoption, I cannot take it. I can only take
it for adoption. That's the only way. Over here it's a
different!. language, different people, and much different

living over here."
Q All right. Now, did you have another discussion

f
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about adoption with Anneliese?
A Yes~ and then, two days later I was over to my

sister-in~law's house, lIse. gy,mother come from the east
to the west. And so I walk~d in and my mother and lIse

was talking to ~y siste~fs boy Pater.
My sister's boy Pater come up and say, "lIse,

my mother wants 'you to come down, the lady wants to talk
"to you.
, And so I got down there, and my sister says,

,"'[.irs ~ Leichenstein. ca.lled here and asked for me. And my

sist~r says, "I'm nat here, can I tell her?"

Q (Interposing) Which sister?
A Sister, Elfriede.

;.1
, ,

Q All right.
'A ',And Mrs. Leichenstein says, "Yes, Anneliese is

downth~re to sign the adoption "papers.
So I got dressed, got down there to the welfare,

and when I got to the \velfa:re my si,ster was still in with, j,~ ,

Mrs. Leichenstein. And Hrs. Leichenstein showed me a piece
"

of paper / white paper, where she signed her name.
f f 1 ,t

But I I, s?>.y 1 That's not the paper.

And she says, ItOlil, 110 I' we have to set the whole



37
'...

thing off now, and then comeback in. thr'ee days.

So I waj.t for. almoEt n, week and I was running

forward a.nd backvnH"ds, f orwa.rd a.nd ba.clnvards, a.nd she

said, she had no time to set it up.,

" And then when I come back wi tIl my sister t the

. next time

Q 'Which sister?
A Anneliese. She told us

"

Q (Interposing) Toldwho7
A

Q

DC::'
, ,;:) .
You and Hr. Clements?'

A No, Anneliese and me. We have to go and do it
b 1 r"\'. -t-. 1y a a.wyer o' wo my SIS ",er say, 0 i:.a.y. Then at noontime we
meet on the Oberplatz, that's a big plaza that's open.

Q Oberplatz, O-b-e-r-p-l-a-t-z?
~ Yes.
Q ItVs a village square.
A Yes. So we make a da.tefor 4:30.
Q 4:30?
A Yes. So VlD.en I come back with my sister --

Q P' " n t l' • t .,~ease don.t say, My SlS ere Say, either
Anneliese or Elfriede.

,A Oh, all right. Elfrieda lives on this side and
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Oberolatz is in the middle from both of them. .So mv~ ' ,)

sister was, Anneliese, was there already with Viktoria.
Q Vlktoria' is wl:o?

A , Thatts the one who have a speech problem.

Q That's one of her daughters?
A Y V.l.....es, 1Kl,Orla. And then, we got from down there

and we got the Dr. Nielsen, to his office.
Q And he is the la.vlyer?

A He's the lawyer.
Q And he's a notary public?
A Yes. And then we got d.o'Nn there

Q Who got there?
A Anneliese, my sister L' Viktbria t .ancL.:I';'.got.:down there,

went ~.:upstairs to the lawyer .. And 'we had to. wait for'

Dr. Nielsen~ He hadn't come in yet, you know, from his
court thing ..

So we waited for a while and he didn't come, so
Mr. --

Q (Interposing) Let me ask you this: durinO' thato

time did Anneliese sayjanything about the adoption?
A Yes, she said-- no, I said, "You're sure. You're

sure.a.bout it.tt
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.' And I says, "L" +-18l..en, don't do it if you don't
want to.
around."

Don't let me take the child and then turn

She said, "No, I'm sure. . I promise you this."

I say, "Are you sure about it? I will still

.send you the money .. Don't get me involved if you don't
wa.nt it."

She said, "No, I'll prove it to you. r 11

"the papers again.
And so, when we got to the lawyer, he was not

there~ So we was vn:dting for him, had to wait, and a

an appointment~and he'll be
lady said, tl Better come back tomorrow and theh I can make

,,here.
Q Now, this conversation you had with Anneliese

where you say you asked her if she was sure, and she said,
"Yes,' I' m sUJ.~e," was that the day before you went to the

lawyer's office the first time?
A No,' my sister say this before we got .1n the office

and she sign the papers, Mrs. Leichenstein had a blank
sheet, you know. AEd I a.sked nrs. Leichenstein too, if

,

it "s truer, that she reallywar:.ts it. And she say, yes.

And then I got to my sister's place --
Q Which sister?
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A Anneliese. And then I got to my sister's place,
A h t d I ff~ I'nspa9 ers rasse, an. say, hilnG lese, show me the piece
of paper tha.t you signed.!'

:And I said, "Are you su.:ce you really want it?

You kn.ow that is for adoption. You know you will be the
aunt, I will' be the mother."

She' says, II Yes, that's fine, tha.t's fine."
..; And then she says, "You t ~~1see when:,we;s~t,.:everything

.uP, I'll sign in front of them again, when the welfare
sets everything up."

And then the welfare told us the lawyer:and'sbe go
with me. she picked .the lawyer, herself. lttJ;. S

not me who pickE:d tl-w lawyer.

Q Who picked the 13~yer?
11

A , f' ....t. fl" ., •.~y sls~er, nnneL2GS0.
Q ; She picked tho lawyer

'f;. . :':':(Ir!tEn~p<?sing). Yes, she told me who to go to.
" .

',' ,:. ;.~'.•': '

Q '~rid then you tw6 met at Dr ..Nielsen's office .
.A No, we met 011 the Oberplatz, and then we got to

Dro Nielsen.
Q
" Now'

" 1

, .1V/.L1J. e you were 'Na.iting in his office, did
you have any further conversation with Anneliese about the
adoption?
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. fi. Yes, 1 told my slster, I said, II Anne liese, after.

you sign,that will be the finish of you, you 'know that, .
fhat I am the mothor, you'Te the aunt. II

A ~ h . d 'I,VnQ s e sal, AGS, I know it. I k .t ", now ~ •

Q And did she, or did she not, say if she still
wanted to do it?

A She says she wants to do it.
Q And then you had to go back to Di. Nielsen's

office the next day.
A The next day at the same time.
Q And did you?
A Yes. \'1egot bacl~ and my sister VIas

Q (Interposing) Which sister?
A My sister, Anneliesc, I'm sorry. My sister,

. Anl1eliese, was there earlier on that day than I arJ1. And

then we both got up agaill. And then she read t~e paper
'the man -- Dr. Nielsen didn't sign it, it was a Dr.

Q It was his partner.
A Yes, his partner. And he said to her, "Read it

through good and make sure you understand the whole thing.
You know e:verything?ll

And she saidi- "Xes; the welfare' expla.ined everything
, ,

!fto me.
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"f And so then she 1vrote
",

(sic) very slowly, and then
she wrote ( • ) • -I- 'SIC Ii"agaIn, and then she signed it. ,

MR. 'ARCHER: Your Honor, I believe there's a.
copy of this document ,in the file, and I'm going to show
her the original German document. There's also a copy of
the German document in, ,there.

BY MR. ARCHER:

. Q Do you recognize that document? (Hands document
to witness)

(Witness examines document) Yes.
That's. the one that she signed in Dr. Nielsen~s

Yes, only it VI3,S his partner, not Dr. Nielsen.
,I realize 't- was his pa.rtner who was there.1...

Yes.
And that is the one you say that she read over

'very slo~ly and carefully.
A Yes.

THE COURT: Is there any obje~tion to the consent?
I dontt believe I've seen it,

Your Honor;.
,,'

THE COURT: We have the translation here. Would
you like to 'look at the file? (I-ianding file to Mr.

Crickenbe:i."ger)
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MR. CRICl':ENBEHGER: (Examines file) _No objection.

THE COURT: All right. I'll mark the consent
plaintiff' s exhibit one.. What about the translations?

Do you agree that this is a correct translation?
'Yes, Your Honor.

THE COUl"\T: Do you have the translation?

MR. ARCHER: No, sir; but that's the translation
that came from this oz'igina.l.

T-'IE ("O'! -,r\ '1'
j; "" U.l:~ : I'll mark the consent in

. Ger,manas petitioner's exhibit one, if there ts no objection

to that.
1'<1R.CRICKENBERG:8R:No objection.

TOf-ill' C-'1°UD'n.
4 V .l1.J. • All right. I'm going to mark that

...

which is ili the lile, if there?s no objection to the_
:translatioll.

,(Thel~eupon, the -documents referred to above

were marked _Petitioner's Exhibi t lA and IB,

in Evidence.)

BY Jvil1. AllCHER:

Q Now, you were about to make another statement.
A I told the lawyer that my sister, Anneliese,

wants the child to be adopted in America.
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THE COUR.T: Whr::n did she say that?
TI-IE WITNESS: She say tha.t to me.

THE CODET: At the lawyer's office or \vhere?

THE WITNESS: She said that before we got to the
lawyer, I told the lawyer, and my sister Anneliese was there
when I told him.

Q All rir;-h+'...•.. b.i. 4w'.
Now, do you remember the date that

she signed this document?
A It was the first tillc,the 25th,downther~ of

l~larch e.

Q You were down there at the lawyer's office first
on the 25th of Ha:cch.

A Yes.
,. Q . '.1970.

A Yes.
Q :.All .,,;r.rllt .J.. -6- •

A And tl:.en \lfe were down there again the 26th of March,

and that was when she . ,slgl1ea "-l-
J. '" •

Q The 26thcof l-l3:rch.
A Yes.

~t

'Q Did Anneliese say anything about this while she
was at the lawyerrs office?
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A (Noresponse)
Dl'a'. ~b'e~ !-

was in, agreement?

indicate to you,~r~the lawyer, that she

y.~,:,. c:. i y••. C,;:), •..•_~, and the lawyer asked her if she
She says, yes,

ishe 'learned from
to her.

have to explain it

Q Then what ha.ppened? What
did you and'Anneliea8 do then? .

A And then Friday --
Q (Interposing) Did Anneliese talk any'more about

it durin~ that --'='
tJ...•. ,No .. I say, "How you feel now as

aunt, and 1" In the . -. ~"motnert
An"'! ~~he c.;~.j (1 "T It')eel O"o"'d .,v...... ....•..•.~"'", A 6 \.J •

II It don't both.er me," she said.

we have to go to the police station.
Q ,Honday?

A 1v1onday.
Q And what wa,s it you said

A
"

;;(Interposing) "
.;. ~ t.. l.,'.vas .t.as er Monday. We had to

go for a passport.
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:A .: Passport.

Q' .Pa,ssport?

iA' Yes ~ And so when vIe got up there, it was the

mornihcr -- see Gern',:' ry has two hali,days, it was Easter
.0

A .•.••,,;.i.. J.

we'ek, .so the day after I,landa.y, I met her at her place --
! ",. Q

A My sister Anneliese. And I meet her at her place

and

your
come,to the police station .. That is where you get

Q

A

(1ntcl'posing)

(Continuing) passport. The thing you fill out.
And when we got do'.vn tl1e:re to the police station, the lady

gives us a blue card.
Q Gave who?
A The lady give me and my sister a blue card. And

She \"anted 'U~ +0 W.•.~1.'~L'~,u.'" ;::.... ~\ .•...

t' ,. 11'-ne cnl C.

Q Who did?

and then she asked for the name of

A The la.dy f:com the police stat ion. And my sister

said, ~:l'etra Sebisch.

. f." ,-, • . 1she sal.d,: lvno 1.5 1:18

And \vhou the lady looked in the card,

father?" She said,'Ee's got to sign."

And my sister say, "1' m not married to him any :,more.

I'm .divorced from l1i:n."
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If fYou h~ve to show me on a piece 0

paper that you have the right to the child."
A ~ t . • I'i' 11,',' ..ne. S4H~ sa-lei, \'0 ~,

,,some other man.
he's not the father." It's

And she got a little bit mad with the lady from
.&.h I' " . '1 1 , "l""'..l'c "'1 \1/ould be you, I~ Ie po Ice. ana tae kaQY says, .
wouldn't holler too much around about .the poor little
ch:~ld that' s so~neboc1y else 's. I'm only interested in who

sirrns and not who ~oto. ~

So the lady give us the 'blue card and told us
office.

Q. That's the youth office?
A Yes •.

Q' Youth .office, welfare office?
A :No, the Jugenamt is in the middle of Frr:~nkfurt.

,Q Well~ is that ca.lled the jtivenile office or the
youth office?

A Y .•..'. OUt..n off ice .

Q ~t's the city officials who take care of guardian-
ships, youth problems, and things like that.

A Yes, guardianships, and people who get drunk and
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throwlthemin jail, aDd
",".

child.ren utrderage getting in

trouble, things 'like that.'

A So she and I, we drove over there, from the
drove over there and wa got to the youth

office. And when we got down there, the little girl told
me that we have to go next door to the lady, the name was
H .•.n, (11
"" •••• _.. 0.

I don9 t ~;;:LOW the family name, I only remember Heidi.

Q

A So when we got in there the lady took the paper
from Anneliese, she had a whole folder of papers, and took

And th8n I told the lady that my sister gives

me the ~l'l-:1 (1L. •••.J.t AJfierica.

.-
Q

A

Was Anneliese with
-':"lith me, she was 'sitting by

H1Y side. told me, she say, "WhY' don't you do

'it here? ,It would be much faster."
And I sa.id, 11 I' , •.•.•••• f ••-.

l. .::> okay "with me.

(Internosinz) Who?.•. ...,Q

A

,So my sister

.
(Continuing) Anneliese. I "~Th tsay, \) a you

think about it?"
. She says, "No, I don f t have much time. It will
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.•~.i ..

";,' ,

" "

a long' time. I Vl,int you to tal:e it to America, and adopt

it over
...., I '- 1 " ""IL(-"r:> "', 1.' ,~o ~ne ,aay says, ~- it's up to you."
So then the i 00'y C"'ly~' llilTell'J...;:<, _ .;J(;.<. i;J, II , in all the records

she's still Alfred Sebisch's child."
Q Alfred 3ebisch' schild.

l~ Yes.

is Anneliese's divorced husband.Q

A Yes. So my sister', there 'is already
the child is alre~dy to be declared out of wedlock

illegitimate.
Q Illeg-l.~+~~0~~?•••J..I .•.•"". L. ~_ •

THE COUET: Did you say it '.vas already declared

out of wedlock or it's going to be?
THE WITNESS: She sc:.y it would be. And then she

"You bring Jue froin your lavlyer the piece of paper
, . .t ". tnat it says so down here. Then' \'18 can s1.gn 1.'. '

So we got to the lawyer, my sister and I got
to the lawyer up there.

BY I,m. Al1CHEll:

Q ~Did you and Anneliese
A (Interposing) He and Anneliese got up to.,:~the

lawyer
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Q (Interposing) The lawyer. that handled her
..divorce case?

A The divorce case and this child.
Q Okay •

. A So when we got down there, the -lady say 1 "He is

not -'there:1

. WeIl, I should call him the next day. II

I called the man and then he
IfS~y, you know, You Lave to go to the court and look

through the records.ll

A

You know; one -- he had a piece of letter already
tha:t the child was declared. the sec.onc1;- -1 think it was the

second of March sometime.
THE The tenth of March?
THE 1,'lITITESS: 197'0.

THE COURT: Okay.
THE WITNESS: She 'was declared a child out of

wedlock and it was not in the record. It was not carried
into the record,yet.

Q :It was not carried into the record, yet.
A Y~s. It was declared, but it was not going into

the.record.
Q I see.

A So the lady told ine if the lawyer would bring
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lady in front up there,
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welfa.re and then. Br's. -LeicheD.stein C2.11ed the la.wyer,'

d ./.1-,an l;•.•.8

So this has been running for about three, four timesR

forth and back between them~ And then I got to the

know the lady's Dame.
talked to them and I don't

know \vhat +:'">C \J".AJ.~ .J She talked with 1,11' • i3ecgar --

A Hr.' .SG0gar is the head of the welfare ,section

for the
Q For the youth office? Is he
of

A No. Hets the head.of section. <:'use, the
welfare is 0jldifierent0Bections in the city. All of the
different sections,have a head of that section.'

. Q tho head or that se~tion of the youth office .
A Yes, he's the head of the sectioD.,
Q Of the youth offiC8.
A Yes. And he signed the piece of paper. And

then my sister and I, ONe walked over to the police station

and then we h~d two papers for the passport~
Q Okay. . Now ,you say this -- how long a period
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of .tlme did this "take Detw8GU;thetime you fi11St went to

and th-3 time that the passport was
filially issued?

A Four or five days.
Q And you and Anneliese were going back and forth.
A Yes.
Q Back and forth between offices and trying to get

this dona.
A Yes. And lUY sister, Annclies8 and I got two

passport pictures.
'Q Got what?
A The pictures.
Q ThepasspaTt pictures?
A .Yes. Ny sister a.:Kl1 got together there with

the Ii ttle girl .lila then they had the picture. And my.

sister picked ..up the pictures the next night. And when

I got to my sister's,she give me the picture. And then
my sister had to go too, and get th~ birth c~rtificate
for the baby ..

Q Birthcertiiicate for the baby?

A !: Yes. See, I ha.d to have so many for the

consulate, so many for the passport.
:Q And so many for the passport.
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A Yes. And my sister got all that and she give
it to me.

Q Your siste'r \vIlo?

A Anneliese.
Q Anneliese get all these thiugs herself?

I.
i
!

t:

I,
I,

\'
II

!:
I
I:

I
I
J
1

got
A Yesl and give them to me.
together in, she picked them up.

The pictures that we
She picked them up

,
I

i
I

I
I

tnG next da.y, up and give them to me.
And the birth certificate she did.herself. She just give
, me the birth certificate.

Q I see. NO'" a'U-.l...•l..I'cr.0 ,,' it> all this time, from the time
that she signed the consent in Dr. Nielsen's office, to
the time that she delivered the birth certificate to you,
did you and sne have any conve:.!."'sa.tion about the adoption?

A Yes, we alw~ys talked about adoption.
Q And what did you say?
A I always ask. Soilietim8S like, you know, the

b. .. t' ,..0 •-lrtn cer lIlca~e, I walked down there to
try and get the birth certificate, but I have to come back.
He have to make some copies and I have to pick them up in
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al~e you still sure abov.t this whole thing?'"

I say, "You know you still can change your mind,
Are you still "sure?

And she said, " ' .,Yes, I am sure.
A na~I ba ,., l- d' . d Hl~r~e'you SUI~P. a'oou+• 1 Vc repea~er~ysal, ~ - ~

this whole thing?"

Q Let's go b2~cka minute. You have what?

A I have many times asked her if she still is sure
about this whole adoption thing.

And c1''''8 e:.f.l;? H,"".,:",'-' ,,' ::':>._.l. ,.I. I X e.::J , what do you want? I tell
you I.want her to be adopted fro.ill you. II

Q. C"'r yL'",<1. • did she a'u'(' ~no' .,.h~s_..I. 6 1,l.l.

}I

period, indicate that she had doubts about th~ ad6ption?
A No, not at all. ThatTs why I AonYt understand

why she do this now. I don't understanctphe whole thing,
or the lies to it. ,: .

. ~..,'~. ';'

if .. ' • l'

Q All right. Now, how long after the passport was
. issued, or the visa issued, did the'poli.ce:department

finally sign the book, or whatever it is?
I had to wait. . '.' 'f '~.;.... .'

. ". .Q How long before you got the:.bli'.th certificate?

A Oh~ 'no, I got the..birth certificate before. Yes,

I got the birth certificate and the pas?port pictures
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before. See, \\theD w<) gut to the police the first time the

lady told AUllelicse a,nd me, we have to have birth

certificate and we have to have the passport pict~res.
And when I got to the consulate too, I had to

have paSspol"t pictures. You see he told me what all tha.t

,you need. And then my sister got thelli all.
Q ]'1' 1_1 .•• .; n+ ,'.

••• J. '.'I.;;,~lL • The21 that was a. space of about :four

A Yes.

Q All right. Now, '\vhat occurred after the time
the passport was
hap'Cloned then?

, '"

and you got the passport, what

A I don' tuncex'stZtn.d 'what you mean.

Q Well, the.re C)j118 the time when the police
, t t f' --O'.cl)a~"-T"l~n,' . "'1~'::l'; i ':' P"';,'I;*8 ",ou••••••• ~. J. \:; .~ La- ••.••.•.J ..:.>~"~ J

. A Yes. AfteI" this 1 my husband and I, we had to go

together to the embassy to put all, you know -- also, I
had other things -Co go,
'!-1~p r.1'0""" ]-).e v.. .F 0'" a. rio.,., -I-I" ..•.,-r-"'.-'V , "'.• -... ....i. "'" LJ... v ~~•

the passport and permission from
J

I had to go to the consulate
~f 'or 'ICC. , And the consulate' told me all the other papers

I had to bririg. She said, before she sign the paper to
come to America, we have to interview my husband and me
together.
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A Well, when my husband come in for the hour, just
to see us for an hour, and he had to fly on, he couldn't

'--

go on home, he had to fly on. The passport was all in
walking.

Q Oh, I see.
A The passport was all in walking .. You see, when

. you put

Q (Interposing) I'm talking about after the
passport was issued.

A Yes.
Q And before your husband got there, not the

first time, but the --
A (Interposi~g)Oh, the second time when he

stayed there .
. Q Yes.

A Well, my husband come down the Friday night and
we picked him up at the airport.

Q Now, how long was that after the police department
gave you the passport?

A Oh, there was about Friday -- I got the passport
back on Monday and Friday my husband come in.

Q So it was about' a week.
A Yes.
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Q And did you have any contact with Al1neliese between

Monday and Friday?
A Yes. I had seen her and I told her that Ray

would be there, come in Friday night
Q (Interposing) Ray?
A That's my husband.
Q Okay.
A My husband would be there Friday night and we'll

see her Saturday.
Q Saturday?
A Yes. And I told her we would meet her on the

exchange.
Q On the exchange?
A Yes, there's an exchange.
Q That's a place in Frankfurt.
A Yes. This is for the Americans, commissary,

. post exchange, all this, you know.

Q I see.

A So we said we'd meet her there. And so when my
husband and I told her one otclock.--

Qj(Interposing) What did she say to that?
A She said, "Fine, Itll be there." And one o,tclock

Q, (Interposing) What did she say about Heidi?
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AShe say, ftWe1l, it's about time he meets her."
And then my husband and I met her at one o'clock at the
restaurant, the snack bar what you call it?

."

Q Snack bar?
A Yes. We met her outside and she couldn't get in

alone, you have to show an ID card to get into it.
Q An ID card?
A Yes. So we met her down there and when we got

down there --
Q Was she already there?
A Yes. all, yes, she.was already there.
Q Was Heidi with her?
A Yes, Heidi was with her.
Q So you all arrived, and what happened?
A My sister handed my husband the cpild and said,

TI ' "'Here's your newtdaughter.'

Q And that's your sister, Anneliese, is that right?
A Yes. And then we got to the snack bar and we

had s~mething to eat. And then we got to the cornmissary
and got the food, canned lneat and stuff for the little one.

Q 'Okay. Now, this 'was about the fourth of April?

A Yes, on the fourth of April.
Q It was the Saturday after the Friday he came in.
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A Yes. He had all those meetings. He came in late
evening, Friday from \Vilhemlshaven.

MR. ARCP~R: Your Honor, I believe that the '70
calendar will show that Saturday was the fourth of April.

THE COD~T: All right, sir.
1,ro • AD 1"''j:.'r1"7lR •
J.'U\. 1••\"'.•..l..tu. Do you agree; to that?
villeCRIC,KEiffiERGER: I don't agree or disagree.

If that date is going to be critical, allow me to look at
it just a moment. I don't have a 1970 calendar, but I'm
willing to accept that~day.

THE COURT: April fourth was a Saturday in 1970.
BY MR. ARCHER:

Q Now, do you say that you and your husband and
Anneliese and Heidi went into the snack ba,r?

A

Q

A

Q

4

Q

A

no ID.
Q

Yes, we had something to eat"
And then what hs.ppened?
And then we got to the corr~issary.
Yes.
And my sister have no way'to trade.
What?

;: My sister have no way for trading. My sister had

Now wait a. minute.
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THECOURT: I didn~t ui1derstand that either.

THE WITNESS: Okay. I say it again.
BY MR. ARCHER: '

Q Your sister has no v.rhat?

A My sister ha.d.no much food.
I Q Did not have much food.

,

A Yes. So my husband and I and the little one got
,into the cOlmrdssary and my sist.2:r, Anneliese cannot get in.

Only when you have an ID card, a.nd be a certain age of a
child.

Q Okay. You all went into the commissary and did
what?

A So we bought food, canned goods, and beans and
spaghetti, all things in cans that you don't have to put
in the refrigerator.

Q For who?
AFar the little one, and for my sister, Anneliese,

and for Viktoria.
Q Viktoria is one of the other daughters or Anneliese.
A Yes.

"

. Q And then what did you do?

A And then we talked (;1.t homein my sister' s 'Place.

Q To whose place?
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A Anneliese.place on Anspacher~trasse.
QYou and Anneliese and your husband and Heidi

were all in Anne~iesefs place.
A Right. \Vedidn't take the street car, we took

a cab. The child was very tired.
Q And then what?
A (Noresponse)
Q What ha.ppened then?
A And then we got to her place and then we had a

cup of coffee with her .. And the place is a very small
place, no stove, no running water, nothing, and just a
cook plate. And the room is very filthy, very dirty, and
the child is not very well dressed, very poorly dressed,
not much clothes. And very smelly and --

Q (Interposing) Who, the child or the place?
A The child's clothes and the place. In fact the

whole -- going into the whole place you get an odor of a
smelly place. And her room, very sma.ll room and there
was a ba.by, a little baby crib in the bedroom that smelled
of urine.

"
!; On the couch you couldl1 t t sit down,it was so

dirty, and greasy, and filthy; and the floor, too. The li.ttle
one,jshe used to play on the dirty floor and used to eat
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on that.
Q All right. So how long after this was it that

you and Mr. Clements and Heidi left Germany?
A

Q

We left the 12th of April.
The 12th of Anril?..

A Yes. My sister saw the child the last time on
Friday when we left on the 12th of April.

Q Mrs. Clements, you have previously testified
that it was on March 26th that -- strike that.

During your presence in Germany which I believe
was March one through April 12th.

A . Yes.

Q You have testified that you visited Anneliese,.
the place where she lived, on a few occasions.

A Yes.
Q Did you visit her many times or --
A (Interposing) No, I was there many times after

the time I met her and Mrs. Leicheustein. The first week
I visited her on Anspacherstrasse and I visited her after
that when.Mrs. Leichenstein and my sister got together

;at the welfare the first time. Then I also visited her
and we had to get a lot of pa.per work. There t s a lot of

paper work involved with the consula.tebefore' you get
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everything settled.
Q All right. Now, during the time that you visited

at Anneliesevs home, did you have occasion to see Heidi
and Anneliese there?

A Yes.

Q Would you describe some of the situations and
conditions that you viewed?

A Yes. I was one time over there and we was
,sitting and talking and the little one got --

Q: (Interposing) Who's the little one?

A Heidi. And Heidi got dirty from sugar.
Q From what?
A Sugar, yes. My sister, she had no food. She

always used to give the little one a pacifier, she used to
dump it into the sugar and give it to her.

A 1 1 f It t".:nd the little gir ~oudn t say, ea. She

used to say like this, show with her.fingers what she
wanted. (Indicating)

And so then shet d say, 11 I got nothing. 11 And then

shevd tak~ the pacifier and dump it into the sugar and then
put it in the little kid's mouth. And sometimes she would
take a spoon and eat sugar like that.

And I say, '!~ly god, don t t you have nothing to eat
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And she say, "No, this house got nothing."
Q What?
A "I haven t t got nothing at the house."

So I took the little girl, Heidi, and we got
into a store and got some butter, wurst, and some rolls.
Wurst is sandwich meat.

Q Liverwurst?
A No.

THE COuKT: Hot dog.
THE WITNESS: No, it's not hot dog. In Germany

you got a long wurst, like you have salami
IvlR.. ARCHER: (Internosino')••• l::> a sausage.

,"
THE'!fITNESS: I guess you call it cool cut over

here.
MR. ARCHER: Cold cuts.
THE WITNESS:

little girl, every time
So we got home and eat it and the

.. \
she eats, she kind 'of shovels it in,

an~ you know, she dontt eat like, like, you know, you had
to eat all the time. She eats like she's very hungry.

IAnd I say, ~"Heidi, )TOU no can eat lil\:e this. You have to

be careful or you~ll choke yourself."
And I don't think she understood what I said.
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I said to her in German. '
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And the little girl was all
like that.
heating plate, she had a water pot
with a little top on it. She picked up the top, got Xi

~nd rinsed it out and washed the
child's face 'with it and. took th'E? towel and dried her up.

Q Teal<:.:thE'~ towel and what?

O-ff'
-' p both r.mnds.

Q Dried hor eff?
Ii v.tcs. little O'n,~ '!.i,".-<,- ••••••':;;: f'~,.••-i ".-. .,'..,,~ ,.... ;6 ....J •••••••• ,;.;J

l11:e this.
And then my sister took a gl~lSS and got in the samepot ~

took the water out and give it to the kid and the kid

And then there

~.l1d

Q The bathroom?
room.

A Yes. So The ba throori1. is

coming out.
TI1at~s the only bathroom they ha.ve.' No showers I 110 noth:1.l1.f;"

And so many people are using the same place and this
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co~node is very filthy, like somebody have diarrhea allover
the place. And then the water allover, standing on the
floor and everything like that.

So when I saw it, I didn't want to go in, I forgot
about it then. And there was a lady coming into the bathroom
at the same time, so my sister say, "This is the lady that

ta.l{e my girl to America, what t s going to take her for good."

So'the lady and I and my sister we talk. And
little Heidi in the meantime, was playing in the filthy
com~mode, and, you know, the water and she had her hands
over h~r face.

And I didn't see it right away, and I turned
around and I saw her. And I said, !fOb,my god, Heidi, no:

fIno, no.
And my sister say to me, "Let her play in there,

h
... ItS e got :run.

A ' I "A I'na say, nnne lese,
can catch sickness."

thatfs a filthy stuff. She

" ,ItShe says, Oh, she hasn t yet.
Q ,Okay. Anything else?

!;
A .(No response)

Q Any other incidents.which you observed about
Anneliesefs care and training of Heidi?
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there used to be men down there. At first I thought it was
Mr. Szemler., So long as he was there I never said nothing.

-- ':.:"' : ,

But she said, no, it's a fellow that lives there.

Q A fellow that lives there?
A Yes, he lives there a-t the welfare place, too.

And so she had she sent him out.
Q Where was he?

;

A Pardon?
Q 'vhe re wa,s he?

A He was living next door. He was in her room.
Q Okay.
A And Heidi was in there and I. So she sent him

"_out to bring some beer a.nd some Nescafe, we have the little
Nescafe, you know, the little tiny juice for one cup. So
she send him out for that.

Q Some beer and Nescafe?
A Yes, some beer and Nescafe. And then, the both

of them drunk up the beer and then
Q (Inte~posing) Who drank the beer?
A :My sister, Anneliese, and this man drank the beer.

And then the little one, she was going like,this again.
(Indicating) So she used to give her beer.
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.Q Who g~v~ her --
A (Ifit~rposing) My sister, Anneliese, gave her

beer to drink. I havenft seen it only once, I have seen it
many times,' as my sister thai's fine. She rather go get
beer for her friends th2:n giving the child the things what

she needs .. So she gives her beer. Instead of going out
and buying milk, she rather buy beer for her friends,
instead of taking the money to buy milk for the child. So
the child drunk beer, coffee and anything that was in the
house.

Q But did not O"et milk?5

A No. I never saw her drinking milk when I was there.
Q Did you see any milk in the place?
A No, sir. And I see no food in the place neither,

every time I got there.
Q' Did Arineliese ever say what she did with the money

that you sent her?
A Yes, she say,she used to buy stuff for the little

one. And then the big money we sent her, she wrote a. letter
and told us she would like to have an apartment. So she
had to hav~ 300 marks .

So my husband and I, we got to the bank, in
American money this was $75. You see, for the money, the
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time -- the money I used to send her, she tised to-- the

dollar was much higher then., It was four dollar and twenty.

Now, it's recently got down. This 'was when the child was

little and the dollar was still on the high "price. The
dollar was changed after we got home again, you know.

So then she needed 300 marks, and then that would
be $75. So I sent the money over there to~:her"tand we didn't

hear from her for a long time, you know, but that she got
the money.

So I wrote to her, and I say, "You never write me

to tell me if you got the money. And if you don't ~et the
.t "money, we go to the bank, and tell th~n about 1 •

Finally she wrote me back and said, "I'm sorry
I couldn't use the rnoney for the place r I had to buy a

dress for Viktoria. She was finished with school, she has
communion -- it's Lutheran confirmati.on. She had tobuv oi

a dress and she had to buy some" food for this day, you know.
And then when I got back to Germany, the dress

what she told me she bought for Viky, it was Honica's.
It was }olanica 's conf irma t ion when she was.

Q \'faita minute, now. You found out that the dress
that she said she bought for Viktoria --

.A (Interposing) Yes, was Monica's old dress.
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:,(Continuing) was Monica's old dress.
THE COURT: Who's Ivlonica.?

THE WITNESS: That's the oldest daughter. Monica
is the oldest daughter.

BY ~IR. ARCHER:

Q Let's stop here a minute and digress to get the
children straight.

A ~lonica is the oldest daughter.

Q Of Anneliese.
A Yes.

Q And Viktoria is the younger daughter.
,A Is the second daughter.

THE COURT: Okay. How old is 1,ionica, now?

THE WITNESS: Monica is -- she was eighteen
she's about twenty-nine. She's married now.

BY l~lR. ARCHER:

Q "And Viktoria, where's Viktoria?

A Viktoria is in the welfare 'home.
Q And was she in a, \velfare home at the time you were

over there?
A Yes.
Q And had she been there for some time, or not?

"A Yes, she been in the welfare home since 1967.
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THE COURT:. How old is she?

THE WITNESS: She is now fourteen -- fourteen,
fifteen. She's born 1956.,,

THE COURT: She'd be almost sixteen or fifteen.'
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY NH. ARCHER:

Q When did Monica -- or did Monica leave her mother?
A Monica and Viktoria were taken away from her.
Q They were 'taken away from her?
A Yes, by the welfare .
.Q By. whom?
A By the welfare.
Q By the welfare?
A Yes.

Q About when was that, 1967?
A Sixty-seven in Sept8nber.
Q All right. So that they were not living with

her during the period that we're talking about.
A No.
Q All right. Now, going back to what you were'

talking about.
A Well, Monica, when she was confirmed$ she had a

dress -- we wore black dresses over there, it's different.
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Q Okay. In other words, what you're saying, is
A (Interposing) Viky wore her sister's dress.
Q Okay.
A And so my • .LSlSLer didn't buy the dress. She told

me she bought a dress, and used the money for Viktoria to
make. the communion. And when I got over there, Monica say~

"No, she didn't pay nothing. She didn't buy the dress.
That wa.s my dress. 11Yfa.ther pzid everything and invited

my mother to dinner."

Q Well, did Anneliese ever tell you what happened

Now, did you ever find out what she did
~ith all this money that you were sending over there to her?

A. No, we never know what she did with it. She sure
didn't use it on the child.

Q Did you observe: whether or not: the child was
sufficiently clothed?

A No, no, she had one red leather coat a.ndthis was
like some kind of imitation felt inside, and it was very



I

.i ,1

74
", .'

~.~ 'j

smelly, and dirty. And then she had about two dresses. The
child. was taken care of in a child's day care cente:r;and the
welfare paid for eyerything. She didn't have to pay nothing.

The child had to go down there from the morning
till evening, six. So the mother could go to work all day.
In Germany we have care centers for the children, and they
take care of them all dayl6ng and you get your food in
there. Then the mother picks them up.

She puts them in before she goes to work and
,after work -- and she told, the child was in the day care
center, welfa.re, that she vias working.

When I got there, too, she told me she's working.
When I called up there to her working place, many times,
in order to say when the papers would be finished, and
the lady say, " . "ThlS woman, she not here.

.. A I I "l.T "t 1 d' d h t t?"na say , ~I e .1., 1 s.e s ep ou . .

A "~. od she says, No, she didn v t showup for worlc"

She had no excuse, she just didnVt shpw up. And
then, I asked my sister, Anneliese, I say, "Anneliese, the
lady told me, I called at work, and the lady says, you're

t k.'"no war ..109 ...'
. tt I'm working, I'm working," she says.

THE COURT: What type of work vIas it?
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THE WITNESS: Tl •.1.118 was in a chemical, where you

t I .' "." THE COURT: ( 'l.'~n-!- 6 '('<.)0 '~1''Urr}\
." .L 1,,-.. -1 . ::;, J. b Chemical factory?

THE WITnESS: Yes, \~hcre you wear white clothes

and it's all for drug. stores and things like this, for
doctors and things like that. We have the Sall1e thing, you

have to pack things.
And so ~)he says, "No, I've been to worle"

I say, "Well, I called you and the lady says you
h Hwere not t ere.
And she says, "OIl, I VIa.S jus'~ dovmstairs, I had

a. headache.!!
r.1R. AHCHER: She said what?

WITNESS: I had a headache and the
boss give me something for

And then I said,

IImy head.
rf t, I'lUlne l.ese, thatVs not the truth.

The lady to Id me you. h~lven v t showed up for a couple of days

to work."
She says, !l Sh8 must be mistaJ:ell, I was there. II

',f BY 11m. i\RC}IER:

Q Okay. Did you ever find out where she actually
w~s?

A No. no. she took the child to the center care --
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Q (Interposing) Day care.
A Day care center, you know, she took the child

down there. But tl~en the, neighbors used to tell me, she

coma home and sleeps a while, and then runs around all
.•...;, h1-~l.l.g .... ~nd then she's chasing after

Szemler. sister got a letter from --
THE cou--.m ' .•1"" d " I' ?hi: b Irle -8 or nDne 1ese

WITNESS: My sister$ Anneliese,got a letter
from the place where she worked, and they told her, "Now,

'if you're not interested in any kind of work, would you
please be so kind as to bring the white coat and the keys
for the closet?"

You have a closet to put your stuff in when you
go to work$ when you go to work and go upstairs. And the'\!J

said, "B 'r111g the white
.,coat back and pick up your money.

So I told my mother, and when I got to my sister,
Anneliess-, th~.t is when she told me she had a fellow.

She said, "Listen, I no can go up~~:thEn~e,it t S so

far and I have no money.!!
I saYI "Well, Annelies81 I give you the money for

.,the streetbar, and you can go up there.
She says, "No1 I _can't, go right now."

We-have to go by this place where she used to go
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to work, on my \Va.y nome to my sister, Elfriede.

And Anneliese know that and she s?id,
pick it up?"

"Can.you

~. b ' T~O my matler ana ~, Vie picl(cd it up in this

factory down thel<'. , ::..ilJ 'Li1011 the lady told met I should,

wn.it fOl~ a second.. A.nd then she have to call the floorwalker,

,that.~the lady had over one floor, that she would like to
talk to JliG. ' So when the l~;,dy come down

:', •...•
, "

Ivlfl.' ARCHER; (Illterp9sing) I don1t think we'd

.'

better go into what that lady said.
THE 'vIT1~ESS: 011, so the lady she give me the

l!.loney and she' make it out for two days, plain out, w11en you

take everything out, she make it for two days, sixty l~lal'ks,
't. tPHi.lll ou ' .

Q Sixty marks?
A Sixty ma.rks, and that~s pretty good for over there.
Q And then did yeu take that and give it to Anneliese?
A Yes, I give it back to Anneliese.

And then one time I got to my sister's place, and
there Ivas _.l.. I was going to the police station for this

passport thing.
Q . Passport?
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A Yes. And when' I come downstairs I ,there, was a man

',L.cr"Onl +11e elec+rl'ro C01111)any ~n.d 11,p. 1.!J9.c:',. rear1-y ,.leo turn t1".J.e.•.• "v. J. •• ', ~- - 'v-~ u •

lights off. She didn't pay her bill.
A ' h H\lT , 1no s ...e sa,yS , re 1.. ' )

and get your money from ther8.
you got to go to the welfare

He paid for tha.t.H

And so then, I, a couple of days before, my

sister gave me 'a light bill a.nd a.sl~ed'me if .r could pay the

light bill. It wa,s forty-two marks.

And I say, lyes.) I pn.y it by the bank," '. and then

'I have the receipt. And then I sh6~ it to the man~ I saY1
"I paid for the lights."

three months behind."
it's only for one month. Shevs

QAll right. Now, did you have any knowledge about
\strike that.

Did Anneliese0-- does she have another child now?
A Yes,: she -- I hea.rd she has another child. I

think it will be about eight, nine monthsold.

Q Do you have any knowledge about how she cares for
that child?

A ~o, I don't know what she do with the child.
Q Okay. Now, after you left Germany what -- you

began the adoption proceeding in May, isthit co~rect?
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A Yes.

Q May of 1970.
A Yes.
Q Had you had any inforrrlation hyz':,L'1at time '; that

Anneliese objected to a.doption?
A No, we never !lea,I'd f:com her~,We heard from her

after Mayor the ii~st week in June.
THE COUI-lT:

THE WITNESS: Sixths 1970. After we come back
from Germany, the same year.

THE COURT: You he~rd froln her?
'fl-IE ~VIITNES~3: "de didn f t hear from hel'",but

that she had the revocation.
,,' l"m. ARCfillH: n,;~"e re\l0.r>"'" -}-.'on;. J.L v 'oJ"', \.. J. •

THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE COURT:

Hay of 1970.

the first week in June or late

"THEWITNESS: Yes, that's the first time we ever

heard from her.

BY ~/n~ AnCI'.l.;T:1."p, •• '., 1u.. -. ....
Q ,A 11 x' J.' o+.~b'o..I. l; •

Nowp you heard the testimony about the
incident in October of IS70,on or about the 16th of October.

A Yes.
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Q Would you tell the Court .what happened then?
A Yes. My husband had to leave for Italy for two

weeks for a meeting with another fellow. So we put the
suitcase and everything and my father -- I'm sorry,
father-in-law always drives him to.th.e airport and picks
him up. I cannot drive.

So my father-in-la.'Vt' come over and when he took

the sui teases $ I saw a I!lustangcol:1e by from New Jersey,

d T . d. t l'..l t10h, b d l' .an ... sal. 0 my :1usoal1u, _ my, some oy e se is movIng

'in from New Jersey. He~s maybe Na.vy, too."
J.~ nd ...,.7'11' S ,!T~ '::' I) 11""1. ~J..... lilA.&.".) iA,....A.o.J... Tllr:?re was two people sltting

in there. And then I thought nothing about it. Then
a..r.+e"t" mv bu""'b.-' ...•r:! le.-f.;..J... "'. A J •• i:J a..1. ..••••••. 1. .••••••001- l, , Beidi and I was going to the mailbox
to mail a letter. But before .\VO aot to the mailbox

<:::>
-- the

mailbox back home, we wall~ed by and this kid from the' court,

he always play with Heidi 7 and so we 'was going down there --

'oh, and mea.ntime, when I wa.lked by, Heidi was playing with
the children, I saw this car going up and down the street,
you know, so many cars going by I didn't thought nothing
about it then.

~Then Heidi, the kids had to go inside, and Heidi
- •• ,~ t. I"'" .'.

and I, we walked home. And we \valked across the street,
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.And he said, HOh, Petl'a. If

Q He said what?
A Petra.
Q P-e-t-r-a?
A Yes. Tile little girl's D.alne.

Oh~ and I to him~ If . you?"say Who are

And he 11 .•• , the father. :1say, 1 In
And he 'l;t1-\O cOsay, are 'YOU"~"4 J •.

And -I say» II I 'ill I.h's. Clements."

And then he tried to reach for the child.
Q He did what?
A He tried to reach for the child.
Q Tried to reach for the child?
A Yes. But the child got behind me and 1 turned

around and 'picked her up, ~nd when I picked her up, he
wanted me to go 'with me to my sister.

Q Which sister?
A ' Sistel Anneliese. He say, "She want to see and

, tltalk to me.
Arid I say, no. And then he tried to pull me to

the car,' And so I kept on -- I had the child on my arm,
and Heidi was crying --

Q' (Interposing) She wa.s what?
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A

Q

She wa,scr'y~T; p.O'_ .L.~,) •.

Crying?
A Yes. And I sa,id, ItLeave me alone, or It 11 call

~Por lIlt••.. ,1e p ..

And he says,

, h Itarouna to ear you.

" tYou csu t c~~ll, there t s nobody

Q

A

The street '\V2.S empty.
The street '~!~lSempty?
Yes. and the kids Vlas

,down in the court, I was up from the court. And then I
walked a,II the way home, he followed me and kept pulling

a.nd kept pulling, and I told him, tf tIf you don t leave me
alone, I go in house and call tho police."

A Ifnd he say, I
11you to come with me.

" I say, ttl "tvill not come with you, leave me alone. tl

And he. CO", ",. ''''' tv.! t" 1,. "" <.;> ••••• y, .1:. \/0.,11 "au co come 0 your
. I . d IV •••• • 1 . .4h", sal., 1 am'golng no pace W1L you.

1 h ,.. H

{now W 0 you x-ea ...J.Y are.

• <9- IVS1.s"er.
I don't

So he kept on pulling, and l\:ept on pulling, and

the more he pulledf the more the child cries.
,S e • '" 1 I .A..' -I- t'- F h; 0 11na~ y, go~ In~o ~~rs.'renel. I was afraid

to go into my front door. He may forced himself into it.
So I got to Mrs. French and ring the doorbell, and then I
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French that he is the father,

cool, vandy day when my husband'i-'no .F l' , ..•{"'tvi c, .•. '. ,:I

1 -..:'" -~ _'T lIb' . h~e pU~lea me, ana lave fi LU~S
Q Did he actually lay his hands on you?
A

and it wason,

he

flew awa.y.
Q d' . 1 1 .,. 1 '10 10 ay nlS aanas on the child?
A Well, he tried to pick her up, but before he

pick her up, she crawled behind me. He reached for hcl'p

but he didn't +ouch he"'''w ;..- "'•. -, ~Tl?i ~~c C-"i1l1ed be~1'11d,;:I....... ,:~~ic ..I. a. .~ ~.A • me.
........ct1)1 any moX'(,; of him?

Yes,A VIh~:l I

whileoutsido, , •. ~ .1•. " .' .•• ~ 1 ..J:1..!- "'"'-'i'') ,.....11- d 11
.., "" i 'll':l-'1 '1'''' .\..: I ".:, ".1,,, ,<e. !:-: .~, ••• A •••.." ...,A. .• _-" .••.•...•. '.••~_ .." _,."'Oro ~~ ••...•~ ••.- -

the way
b"" ....•1~ to his car, U.p down.there V!110X-e tl~Q survey is, \valked
&tv ...:•. ",J.C

.-!

a.ll the way back up ttyq...c and +hen a.bout five or ten
"'"v_ ~ ~ -.l..t

• J 1 t - -'"t.c 1- 1 b . d 'nunu ces a. ex-, a.LL O.i. a suc~d.en 1 1e come y aga1.n an ,1.1e

parked up there.

,,.
!

~

~

I
And she corne out and

Q (Interposing) Who came out?
A My sister Anneliese come out.
Q >; She was in the car?
A The second t~me~ The first time, when I

saw him the first time, he wn.S all by himself.
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I never saw this man before thelL I wouldnrt\-haye;-walked

across the street if I had noticed him.
And then, after he left from1vlrs. }'rench' house,

he took off with the car, and about five, ten minutes later,
the both of them -- 118 COifle again, and parked right by the

house, I was in Mrs. French
T.J.~E CaU'RT'. B' 'h ?.." Y l'.•.nna S Olise.

THE WITNESS: No, by !,lrs. French t shouse.

'frill- COURT: Okay ~.

THE-WITNESS: I didn't go to my house. I stayed
at Mrs. French's house.

T.dE COURT: Ol'"'C'>y.Jio,.;;.4.. •

THE \ 7'- "'1\~"'" C"<.,-, And then he cro-l- up to the survey\ l.i.'.Li~~I.:i: b L.

a~d then he parked up there
MR. ARCHER: Up to the Safeway?
THE WITNESS: Survey, survey. Where you survey land.
MR. ARCHER: Oh, are you talking about the business,

Springfield Stirvey?

THE vHTNESS: Yes. He got up there and then she

got out of the car. ThatVs when I saw her the first time.
I didn't kno'w

THE COURT: She was who?
THE WITNESS: Hy -sister I Anneliese " she got out.
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And then he stay~d a ~lile down there, and then he
come bacl\: and he walked right in front 'of Mrs. French ' s

house.
And then, 1,!.•' +l'1e y,'(1Can-'-~"'8•.. - u.... ...d .. .J..h, , Mrs. French helped ,me.

She called the lawY0r, Mr. Trotter, and then Mrs. French
called the airport to get my husband back.

And then he stood out there; he wouldn't leave~
And finally my husband come back from the airport, and
then my husband talked to him and he went 6n.

BY MR. AHCHER:
Q Then they left?
A Yes.

Q Now, did you see them again after that?
A Yes, I saw the:[l again the next da.y. I didn't E.i0e

them right 'away, till we looked out the window and he was

up there ata house that is different and he slowed doVlD,

there. Our house is this\vay and he wason this side.

:(Indicating)
, And then the doorbs11 rings and Nrs.' Nassar comes,

and she told me, she says, .'~J::.got their number from their
,,car. 1-

"

Q Oka.y •.

A Aridthat's when I found in my door, this notice,
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"millstones will 1"011 over me. II

THE COURT: The what will roll over you?
THE WITNESS: Millstones. It's a saying in

>Germany, ba.danything run over' lYLe.

BY MR . 1"Re'i";?"!::' •• .l..t. ~..1.,.!.A. .•••

Q And you didn't see him again after that} though?
A No. Then my husba.nd a.nd.r' ..left~\'la.~hingtO,n ~or the

weekend just to go up to FrOJ.:t lloyal. . Vle bought some land

up there.
Q Okay. did you observe in Heidi any effects

of this incident?
.A .Yes. At first she was very nervous.
Q At first she was --

(Interposing) It took a while to calm her down.,

Then French took her down to the family room. They've

got a big horse down tl1,~"..r-. you know -- what you ca.ll it?.. """.. .•. """ ,
Q Well, that doesn't nl~~t tc:."Y'~,,~. -- .•.
A Yes. And then '1.lve finally calmed her down. And

then when she saw Ray} she run to him and cried again.
And then ,e got over to our house, and we called-the police,
and then we put the child to bed. Until the next two or
four weeks the ~;child would not P..'O in her room alone. She....,

would not,ta.ke a na.p in her crib any more," \'Ie. have to take
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nighttime,
she used to and we had a hard time
calming her down.

But finally she was~tt afraid in our room iuthe
baby crib, so we took her into our bedroom to calm her davin.

But she would never (to into her room alone ag-ain. Thenr~ •..•

after three or four v/0eks, then she calmed back down a.gain.

Q -All right. l~ow, Hl~S. Clements ,one more thing.

Does Heidi have any p~rticular reaction when you and
Hr. Clements go out or leave bcr?

THE C01JRT: At the p:tesel1t time?

~ffi. ARCHER: Yes.
THE Yes. When my husband a.nd I,

./
sometimes we.have to go to parties. Most of the time the
parties we have, we do it early enough so all the children
can cookout, all the children play and get to stay, and
things like that.

But there are many parties we have to,go alone,
you kno\'l, in the evenings, 1i1;;:ecocktail parties, aild we

)can't take. her. We never leave her with a babysitter. We~
!a.lways take her over to my father-in-law.
She .don't mind if Ray is with her or 1 am, but

to be left alone, she gets very upset about it. When my
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husband and I gone fex' a ski trip one weekend, when we COlne

back she cries and she wa.s very upset about it. Shets got
to be with us all the ti~e. She can neve~ be alone. She
needs to knoWwhel'e motl1eris . She's afraid of something.

I don't know whht.
'~m. That's all I have.
THE COURT: C:t03S examination.

Q left Germany on April 12th
in 197D, was your relationship with Anneliese good at that
time'?

A Yes.

Q D-id. ~'L..l.Le.J.. f-c . 1 ".....?.... ::; come ~o see you O' J. wnen you e1 c.

A l..l.11'O, ' S'" c dl' ~'n~t CO'" ':> dO":7nJ.' J.i.,- \..-1 •. H,t;.. ~\' ~

Q Did you SD..y good-bye to her in the norITtal fashion?

A Ye~, I said good-bye to her Friday afternoon.
Q

A

A ' ,.,no '\1,'112 n

That was
'was the next

sOJLletime Bnd

time you heard f rom her?

or Mayor the beginning of
June. She sent us the revoca:tion in a letter, a. blue

cnve lope. i;

Q And~id she write a letter to you along with that?
A 'Nb~ 'just this piece of paper. She didn't wrote
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nothing. At' least she could have been kind and said
something. She nothing. '

Q There was no communication, other than sending
this form to you.

A No. I did WI'ote hel" a letter that vIe gotten here

okay, and she would never answer. Before I left, she
v/anted from me 300 marks to get out of this place.

"1 don?t have this much
money that I can Sl)snd." You see, I don't go to work.

Q Now, when you received the form, revocation of
consent from her, did you write t6 her at that time?

A No, we just showed it to a lawyer.
Q I'm sorry.
A We showed it to a lavlyer.

Q And you had no COJTDt:unic8.tion with her at that time?

A "!-To
..' .l.~ ; she never \'frot:;)to me, and when she did send

me a letter, it was only a piece or paper. No letter; why
nothing. So I didn't wrote her a.gal.ll. I wrote her once
and she never wrote me back. I think it was the end of
l"lay -- I think rea.lly, the letter was the last couple of

i

days in May, or the first week in June.
Q Now, from the time you left Germany, on April 12th,

until you Saw her in Springfield on October 16th, ',: ..•.. ,

,,1 ••.•. '
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did you have any communication with her at all?
A No. She wrote me a letter.
Q She wrote you a letter?
A She wrote me a letter and Mr.Szemler wrote .me, too.
Q How many letters did she write you?
A This was the lawyer from Gel"JI.l!lny

wrote and said we should send the child back, or something
like that. And after that, she wrote me a letter. She
only wrote one or two. This was sometime in July.

Q And what did she say to you?
A In the letter she told me that she would like to

have~~b::'lthat she and ~1r. Szemler want to get married,' and

she now would like to have the child back, but she wanted
she got to ,the place and found me a new child, and she would
brinathe new child with her to me.o

Q Is that all she said?
A

.' .

Q

A

Q.

A

And did you reply to that?
No, I never wrote heY'.•. ...

, 'And did she write you again?
~
!.She wrote and we give everything' to the lawyer and

told him to write.
Q Did she write to you again?
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A ,Yes, she wrote to me a couple of times.
Q And what did she say?

A She say Jo me, tI If the little girl will turn out

like Viktoria, then it would be my fault, if she wouldn't

So how can it be,my fault, if your husband don't
can ta lk, don't can f t :'.ly'ar, she got a chi Id that don't ca.n

talk, don't can't hear, so when this child don't can talk,
it couldn't be my fault.

Q And you didn't reply to that either.
A No, -Inever replied to her. Our lawyer said we

should give, all to the lawyer.
Q Did you talk with your sister, Anneliese, at all

when she waS here in October, ,'70?

A No; sir. She could have come to my door and ring
my doorbell, and say what she really want, and not sneaking
around and send a man aro~ndto illS I never saw before.

Q Have you spoken with her at all, since you left
Germany in April of 1970?

, A I talked to her. She called me one time on the
..

telephone:' '

Q When. was that?

. ; ~

A This was tV!O or three days before she showed up, in
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Qln October of 1970?

A Yes. When she told me, 'she say to me, ffHo~;7are you?"

I - 1tTt'. "s.ay) , ...' Ina. ,

At first I thought it was my sister, Elfriede.
A- d I f'TT b tt~ say, now come you ~ave my phone number?
She told me, my sister Elfriede, give her, my

sister Anneliese" the telephone number.

A d\.-. d "r" 'n sJ....e sa 1 ~, -lOW are

A d I . d "F . IInsal, <lne.
,_And co <::,l-le- C'''' 1C~ to me,;;;) ~. ;:;,,~...~ - .,'

you?"

"liTe 11, I dII can come an see

And then

vlhen I say,." I te 11 yousom.8thing can you tell me
something ,whel->c are you calltng?"

She told me she call.ed from Frankfurt. Well, now
I know sh~, didn't call from Frahkfurt, she called from
New York.

Q

A

How do you know that?
Because .the words are much clearer than when

people tal~ from Germany. And then -two days later she was
here in Washinzton, so she must have called me from up there.

, I. asked, her, and -I sa,y, It I don I t l~now., ,_It seems
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like you're calling right from here."
Q And she made no mention of the fact that she

would see you in several ,days? ,, .
A No, nothing a.ta.ll. She just ,showed up.' And I

told, her that I would asl~Ray what he thinks, after what

Have you had any conununica.tion with her since

she did.
Q

A

Q

, that time?

Did
No, sir.

to see the child or talk to the child?

r"

A .No.

~ffi.CRIC}iliKBERGER: I have no further questions .
.,' .HEDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY HR. AH.CHER:
Q Mrs. did Anneliese, while she was here,

try to see and talk to the child or not?
A Well, she was' alwa.ys :sIter,'f--' the .:first time he

showed up himself, a.nd then after that they were, always
together.

I

Q But did Anneliese, herself, try to see the child? I'

Did she come.to you and ask to see the child?
A

" Q"

'No, she never did.
'Or, ta.ll{ to the child?

. ..
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A No, sheanly send the man tome. The man,

Mr. Szemler, he saw the child.
Q Did she ever call you on the phone, other than

tha.t one time?
A No, no.
Q While she was here?
A No •.

Q Dl'.dYJT.OU IT!lo',",f '~.',here+1 ~'h" kh~ ,''- \, "'A1CY were s ~aYlng Vh l .•.€ l. ACY

were here?
A Ho. She told my husband she 'would be in a motel

in Dumfries~
Q Dumf'?rIGS,
A Dumfries. And my husband, he called the German

Embassy, too, .that night when she showed up down there, and
t'old them about these people. She know where I Ii ve.' What

she could.do, she could have come to my doorbell, and ring
my doorbell and talk to me. But, no, she send this man
what I don't know at

Now,. during this period of .f-'~lme, from the time
you and Mr. Clements took Heidi with you --

.';(Interposing) Yes. ,"'0 I

Q . (Continuing) -- to the present time, have

Anneliese and Mr. Szemler sent any support money.for the
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child, provided any gifts or presents or anything?
A

~p"'':l&'1. ••• .1. ,

No.' . ~lr. Archer, we' got over here the 12th of

and Heidi's birthday was the 17th of May, and we had
no birthday ca.rJl for this child, nothing.

~very tiDe she talks to me, she never asks how
. .the child is, she just thinks of herself. Or anything she

writes in letters, is she finds it very hard to get the man
what she wants .. Now, she wants to be happy .

. After my husband and I come back with Heidi, I
wrote my sister, the child is f ine ~ I told her wha.t I do

all day, wha.t'she do'all da.y, a.nd she never wrote ba.ck to
me, and I never ~Tote again.

Q. Would you tell the Court. whether or not you
agree that. Mr. Szemler is the father of the child?

A 1 myself -- first she's got two fathers, now.
I am with Heidi, and Heidi is much older. You see, Mr.
Archer, I'come from the east to the west.

Q What's the east to the west?
A From the East Sector, and when lcome over to the

\'lestSector, I come overa.s a refugee, you see. Then when
I got to the West Sector, I saw Viktoria. We didn't know
there was son10~hing wrong with her.. And so I told my

sister, I say , "\n1at. is this with her? How come she no
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ca.n talk?".
.' ..' '..

She'd talk little things, and then she'd roll many
things. And so I said, "you should take her to a doctor."

1\ h" . ".."ind s e say, Yes, tomorrow, tomorrow ..

Q Viktoria is the daughter of Alfred .S~bisch.
A Yes, the second daughter. So I told my sister.

to take her to a doctor and see ',vhat' ~ wrong with her.

And then Viktoria was about three, three and a half then.
And then it got worser and ,rorser, So I asked Alfred.

I say, "Alfred, what is this with Viktoria?"
He say, tI I don f t know." He snJ.d, II I t ill worried.

I don't can take her to a doctor. I told Anneliese to
take her and she says, yes, she wants to do it.".

A (Interposing) She never takes her .. ' So I, inyse If ,

took her to the doctor. And the doctor say he have to make
.some tests on her.

And then he say, .. ,S~e definitely have a very bad

speech problem."
A d tl h .d "'1'h h' d ttl. n 1en e sal , ..... e ear1.ng we on (now.
,

1\Te ha.ve to; make more tests."

Q The hearinrr?•....

A: The hearing. He have to make more tests with the
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speech and things like that. And then the doctor, the
second time I 'him, ' said, 'f She need hours of speech. "saw d..~

So he give me some -- I used to be in Germany --

Q, (Interposing) All right. What, I'm driving at
is.: . I asked you to tell the ,Court. whether or, not you.

a.greed that Heidi is',''j. the child of Mr. Szemler?

A Yes. I don't think she is,Mr~ Szemlervs child.
I think she's Alfred Sebisch's child. First of. all, she
don't look like our family .. She look like the Sebisch

I family, completely. Monica
,THE COURT: (Interposing) What kind of, family?

TIlE. WITNESS:

". d V'1-1- '.! •.•1"lonlCa. an ',:lJ.{",or.la.

Sepisch.. That is the' father of

And then she looks completely like
Monica, allover in her 1001\:5, completely l~lonica. And in
her actions, ;she is getting nlOre and more lil{eViktoria.

BY. MR. ARCHER:
Q ,Now, this speech defeGt that

MR. CRICKENBERGER: Your Honor, I don't want to be
THE COURT: I sustain your objection. You mean,

as to who the father is?
!'ffiJ'.1\' • CRICKENBERGER: Yes, Your Honor.
THECOURT: All right. I sustain that.

MR. ARCHER: Well, Your ~onor, I thinl<I can
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.. present what facts she has observed.

THE COTJRT: She certainly can say there's

resemblances and this and. that, but not as to a conclusion .
.THE WITNESS:. You see, when, Viky

THE COURT: "(lntei;oposiilg) ..:'i:;Waitfor the question.
:. !. •. ..

'. " . ~.

Q You s'ay that Viky had a speech defect.

A Yes.
Q And Heidi, apparently, has a speech problem.
A Yes.

Q: . You.have heard Viky talk.
A Yes.
Q Is it
A (Interposing) And Heidi is the same in her

actions, in her behavior, and when she tries to talk. And
the same way, like Viky used to do at the same age that
Heidi is now.

Q Did you observe any speech defects in ~nybody .
else in the Sebisch family?

girl.

A No, only Alfred Sebisch, Viktoria, and the little.
.,
,.

. ii- ,;,

Q. AndAJ.fred is the former -- he's now deceased.
Yes, he's now dead.
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Q He's.the former husband of Anueliese.
A Yes.
Q He had ~ speech defe~t?
A .. Yes.

MR•. ARCHER: ThatV s all I have.

THE' COU.RT: Any cross.on those matters?
:. RECROSS EXAHINATION

BY ~ffi. CRIC}~NBERGER:
Q Ml"S. Clements ,was' there any controversy, to

your knowledge, about the parentage of the child'~ \vho

was the father 'of the child?
A No. I asked Mrs. Leichenstein who the father is.

A ] 11 .• II~.na S'G salO, Ive

the child illegitimate."
don:t know. The court declared

Q, What? Illegitimate?
A Yes. And she said, 'Anneliese Sebisch got ~he

'Court to declare the child that i,yay.

Q Did'Alfred Sebisch ever'acknowledge'that it wa.s
his child?

A Mr. Sebisch never hea.rd about it.' : '

Q :'Never heard about what?
A About the child getting in court. " .. I don't 11.:1l0W

what my sister did. . . ..
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Q So you have no kno-\vledge a.bout any controversy

over who was the father of the child?
.A We11, tJ:~e courts over there didn t t decide who

the father was. The courts over there only decided the
child was out of wedlock.

Q That mean;:),l,t would not be the child of
; I:Alfred Sebisch, is that right?

A Well, we don f t know that. You see, my fa.ther,

he have a child out of wedlock, and he says he's not the
'fa.ther. And the mother say, he is. And the mother took
him to court. And then, he decided he was the father.

And he had to pay the support for the child from
th ~ it b Tl~ h . 1 l' ., t f te aay was orn. .:.eC.ul.1.Q IS a.~mos . our een years

old, now, but he had to pay'all this money.
Then~ how come Mr. Szemler didn't be declared

and have to pay support fOl~ the child, if he is the father?

'That's what 1 can't understand ..

Q Was Annaliese'married to Alfred Sebiseh at the
time the child, Petra was born?

J~~. _-~~.'

i
, .~

A "Yes. The ~'chtld of the marriage she was.
di vorced i'n 1969 i.n Frankfurt. ADd then the weliare asked

Mr. Szemler to ~ome and to,say if he is the father. And
he never got to the welfare and told them. ..,- -',
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. And Mrs. Leicl1enstein say,. 'fHr .. Szemler has

nothing to say." I asked her.
" She. say, 'TIe never come and sa.y he's the .father,

he. never pays support for the. child neither .:;'-,We have asked

him to come repeatedly, and say he is the father .. And he
h 'f. as not. . " .

.JI

Q .Did Alfred Sebisch pay support for the child?
A My sister got money and food from Alfred Sebisch.

My sister u.sed to go to Alfred Sebisch and got money from
him. N.y sister got to I,'lonica and begged money from her,

and the poor child was working as a student. She didn't.
have much., And she got it from allover the place.
got from my.older sister, money. I think she could have
gone to work .

And she had the child "taken care of all day long.
She could have made a way to take care of the child. If
she loved. the child, she wouldn't have left the child in
a place like the child lived .. She could have made a living
for the child.

I. can
the child:, like

.;

. '"see J.I

a ca.re

a mother has.nobody to take care of.. .

day center to take care of the child,
it keeps the child. She could have T[lade a living.

Or I,1r. Szemler, if he loved the child so much,
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he never would have allowed her to have this child 'living
in this place.' That \vas the most filthy place I ever have

seen. If you think the slums of 'America are bad, that is
not the slums, that is th'e gutter ~

you haven't seen it.
I have seen it, sir; .

: ~ ,! ~

Q I want you to have the opportunity to explain
')

fully, just how you fee 1, HI's. Clements., But I would like

an answer to my question, if you don't mind.
'!Jere 'Viktoria and Monica the childre'n of Alfred

Sebisch?
A Yes.
Q Now, when they were divorced, he was 'obligated to

support them, was he not?
A He 'did support them.
Q Now, my question to you was not whether he gave

any money to Anneliese, but did he support Petra.'; the child,
)

(

by giving money to Anneliese?
A You no but, asked ' .... Alfred supportsee, -- you me J.I

the child. I told you what I know that Alfred has giving
Anneliese money. Anneliesel herself, told me that he give,

,
her money. !;

Q But Anneliese had the childreu1 Monica atid

Viktorial did she not? ','.' .
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'A'';-:'She did not have the children.' ',The, children was

.: .
" ';'

in a welfare home. . .; ...

_Q "And Alfred Sebisch -gave money to her f.or support

even 'whehthe _children ,;'V1CI'€!;',hLthe, welfare ,home.

,A , 'liT'.1.,0, she uS8d to' -corr~e;and get money.' My sister
used -to live -with Alfred a!id ,the men in this house,and

the childre-nsa'lY everything.'
• ; j :

,And the teachei."s -l:sed to complain because
, ,tne

children didn't have enough sle8pnighttime.
Q I'- ,--<-'m ge"t~lD.g a little confused on facts right now.

At the time' the ,child Petra 2JU-S born, was Anneliese llUlr:vied

to Alfred Sebisch?
A Yes, she was married --
Q (Interposing) She W2S marI.ied~

A She was mar~iedto Alfred Sebisch,and Ann~liese
Sebisch was living --

THE,COURT: (I ,.,tc; '''')0<:' "l' ')0"), U 'V-.l: u L~b Just answer the question.
THE\'!ITNESS:' She V!!1.S married to him, hut she was

not living with him.
BY ~ffi. CRrCr~NBERGER: , "

'0

,Q iShe was married to him, is that right?
A Yes.
QAll right. If she was married to him at the
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< time she had the child, Peti'fl., would not the ~hild Petra

be considered to be born in wedlock?
A Yes, sh~.was considered in.wedlock, but my sister

declared she was not in wedlock.
Q Didn f t the Ge:rman court

was born out 6fwedlock?
declare that the child

", I

A The German court J I think they did.

Q So that would indic~\te that in Germany, they do

not feel that. Alfred Sebisch is the father of Petra, is
that right?

A 'That t s right. But I see the child,' I see the

child. The child looks like

Q (Interposing) I.-'7" ",,-1.\'.4<.1.•.1. you to have every opportunity

.I

to explain that, If Mr. Archer wants to ask you any further
ques.tions about that, thatVs fine.

THE COURT: Are you finished with your recross?
MR. CRICKENBERGE}~: . Yes, YouJ;' Honor.

THE COURT: Al}ything further?

BY 1v1H.ARCHEH:
Q' :You mentioned in response to one'of Mr.

Crickenbergerr~ questions; that Anneliese li~ed with this
man, _someman, other than Alfred Sebisch ..
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Q
" .And that~the child, or children, saw everything,

.J

I think is wha.t you . ~sa.la. .. ,'. .f

A Yes •.

Q Wha.t do you n:e2..11. by that?

A Well, ~1011:;_Cd., my sister took HouieR, who was

thirteen years old at the time, took Monica at nighttime
to pick up men.

Itm going to have to object.
Unless she has seen this, it's a little far afield.

TIill COURT: Sustained. . " ;

Q C•.'1n YO~l ~-el1 liC'....• l, _ VI whether or not, Anneliese
condu,cted herself in front of Heidi in the same way as you

were referring to?
A Yes. She only had one room and the child used

to sleep in there. And the men come nighttime, two o'clock,
sometimes later, and then they used to sleep together and --

~h~. CRICI{ENBERGER: I have to object again, Your
!Ionor. Obviously 1 she was' not there.

THE COURT: Sustained.
BY I/ill. ARCHER:

Q . After you got Heidi to the United States, for a
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,time right a.iter you' had hel" over here, wouldy(/u tell the

court.l whether or not" you observed a.uy unusual behavior?

AYes. I observed in Germany, before we brought
this child down here. I took the child to my sister,
Elfriede's house.' And. when we 'got down there,: a big doll

was sitting, 'a big ., ., ..
QOJ..l.

Q (Interposing) Doll? D-o-l-l?
A Yes, a big toy doll was sitting on the couch.

So little Heidi teak the doll f:rom the couch and undressed
the doll, laid it on the floor, sit on it, spank the doll,
kiss the doll, and made sexual intercourse with the doll.
Not only one time, she did it 8 couple hundred times.

A d 1 l' 'd "'"1 .. "nmy nep~ews aUG nlGCeS sal, Yla~ IS sne

,. .
d. ?"DIng. And she did, it a.nother time at my sister-in-law1B

house, ,lIse.

And then when we got b3.ck to America, my

~other-in-Iaw brought her a big" doll and she did the same
thing with the doll aga.in.

So 'my husband and I, we didn't say much to her,
J
to make, a big scene. iile took the doll away, and didn't

let her have it for a while. Now, she's got the doll
again, d l'an 8.•.2e Jon t t do it any' .,JHorc. And I saw it with
my own eyes.'
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l\':R, •. A R. ("'1.1'T;'"Q•,." . A. ~VJ. ..LolL\.- • Thatfs all I havp.
. TH' E. Cur' urr,.l.rE .' ~.,.., J..", • f + h ?

• J. il.J.).YL111ng 'Ul"l> ler.

'. Ifill.' enI~I\ RN BERGEl1 : No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: YOu )118.)" step down.

(Witness excused)
-'- -

'fIPT;' C(Yu'l:' rn •J.. .••.~ ) ,,-,J•• Call your next witness.
You!' Honor, I believe we'll have the

three docun~ents we v:e~ce talktn::r about.. u

Do you want to take them out of the
file and go ahead and show them to M~. Crickenberger.

N.:1. (Examines dOCUli.'lents)

So the '''c'''o,''d l' C! cotr""l'l)'n' -)- vo", .....e~ v.... .::> v .•..u. G ~, eI \A .lot

nO~l.' of.Pe~'l'n-::r ....'e~.-i-:-.i ~,n01.•9s ~-\"hl"Dl'+ t~l1o" _..L. J. b P u •••• V'~"''-'-~ c.... e..c.'Io.••• .l . " '1', , which is. the
.f

certif iC3,te of .,guard:i.:::lll~)hip frcn the juvenile off ice, and
.":~ :.~ I

the translation -- that'll be 2A and 2B .. The certificate
'is 2A and the translation is 2B.

" (ThereJii)On the documents referred to above
• '; ~~••: ,\\~. I, ' ••.• ,.... ,

';." " -were marked PetitionerVs EyJ1ibit No.2A and

?B l'~Et-v'i~0nc~)"'" d. _v.J_. ~"

'f

..
;THECOUR/f:~~!~:_J;'ec A will be the Juvenile office

consent certificatb, and the translation will be ~hree B.
,. ,:' .. (Th.c:reupon, the documents refE~rred to above
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were maTkedPetitioner's Exhibit No. 3A and

3D, in Evid~nce~)
That's the affidavit I have.

Four A will be the affidavit of
Seeger, S-e-e-g-e-r, dE,ted, November 13, 1970, and four B
will be the translation.

(Thereupon, the documents referred to above
were nl[:L:l:'ked Petitioner's Exhibit No. 4-Aand

THE'COURT:
2A through 4B?

"'v': -'~.,~c- )b ~UclJ. G.

Is there any objection to exhibits

HR. CRICKENBERGER: No objection.
THE COURT: /l.•dmitted without objection.

MR. AHCHEH: Your Eonor, a.t this time I would like
to offer in evidence, this affidavit of Frieda Schnabel,
the mother of Mrs. Clements and Anneliese.

THE COURT: Do you l1~.ve a translation with it?
'II, '~R. At:'CT.,T'DR.J.'l ~ .l." .L_.L:.l •

-rr •.res, Slr.'

TIillCOL~T: All right. 'I'll mark the affidavit
5A and 5B as to the translation.

MH. CRICKENBET~G:I:R:\\'e' 11 have to object to this,

Your Honor ,on the grounds of hears~y,>. ,

i, 'THE COURT: Is there u.ny argument o'n that?
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MR. to say'to the Court

that this statement by the mother
of both of these ladies., '.'ShE?: is in East Germany. We

given before a notary public in Germany, and it contains\ .
"

staten"isnts by her that are materL~,l to this case, and

are 1'elevan t .'. '.' :

I'm aVlare that she v s not here for cross examination.

I'm aware that they do f2.vor tIle adoption.

Court knows, the technical

rules of evidence
and which we have

built up through the CO'::~lJ110n law,

been relegated and
rc~d8ring justice, uudoubtcdly,

and of finding
undoubtedly.

+l"'i ,+ 11
v_ """'"e."•• ,

'unQ'ou1).tC. -11 -crI ••••\.,.l..! , and of preventing wrong,

Nevertheless, nothing is perfect. And there are
many times; when the -teehnic2.1, rules of evidence get in

the way, actually get in the way) of' justice 'being done,
""'of rightsboing protected, and of the truth being found.

i, 'Your Honor, this is a case where we have a child,
and in th~ middle, the natural parent, and the prospective
set of a.doptiv0 parents, t:r.ying to do what is best for the

welfa,re of 'the child.
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It seems to me .tn' ,_.t 'T."::>a. '/1'.; O'ip'l1'r""0- •.• not .to let technical
rules of evidence get ill the way of what might be best

fer the child. particu.larly: in view of the fact that'we
~.""'"' ~'"'.•.- h".pO •..•~ " ";',.,>~.. ..,.,>' .".....4.~,.l.'c lJ..V L !.,o,c~", ~ ~ ','~ ..J, u.l Y.1 a..J..u.l .v;q .'1;"7'f ,J•• , ;"':lve'" "'0 "17or'~"'\T a. 'hou.t t')C\\.'.vu l. H... l,. a .•.'" i,) .•. c

jury being led astray or confused; or what have you.
I "'h1' '1)r1".. !. .•.•. ~ t.., " t l' '" .1. ~, CJ1, •.•.(;1. •• :. (..J. .•t: interest 01 the "~1't).h.C of

.1. i;:)U ;:;,

the child, we ',are not vi tally cOl~cerIled about' the rights

O~ +1'1° "'j du l.t- C:~ .: " -{- h -; .:.J. ~ """ u. "'.:oJ..L •.4.;... ..•.• -. _J Cn~~. ~l-l~ ~llc a'~l'~~J.u~+l.~e~0C~ ~ u ~,~ v ~6 0 •.•~ to the
adults in this caSG; as we are about the rights of} and
.a'o':110' J'uet; Co *-0 .!-hl:l rh -;la~.l b .:.> - ••.•.. l,. t"....... ......__ •

And I thint that to rule this affidavit out on a
technical rule of evidence.,' would be getting in the way,

or allowing the technical rule of evidence to interfere
with the doing of justice to this child, and with the

0'

fostering of her best welfare.
~rd ~o- +h~~ l'.'e~~~O'l.T \"ou'~ nsk +11e Cou'l.'.~ to.t~.•J. .l. .:. ., .•.•.;4(., . (4..::. ", .L 'f .l.u. a. •. " I.-

admit'the'affidavit.
TFT<" Cf"'vT,p.l"..1..l•••. A v .•.•.L • The Court will sustain the objection .
~1R. AIlCHE11: Note my exception, please.

J

I,

I~
"
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Thereupon

was called as a wi.tness ,and after having been duly sworn,

was exa.mined :?.dld testified :ss follo~.vs:

Dr .tr~hno ,n1' ., ,• .1. ••. \,; ••••••• , ,1 .L..•..Q

A Yes. H... rl"" "'8lo'_:; .C;J1i ...•

you state your name and profession?
is Christine \'la-pIeKehne and I'm --

"

Q (Interposing) How do you spell that?
A 1{-e-h-n-e. And I'm a certified child and

adolescent psychia.trist.
Q And where do you pract ice" Dr. Kehne?

A I,practice at 3000 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest,
'Washington,.n.' C.

Q 'And would you state for the Court, as briefly as
you can, your qu.alifications?

A' "Yes. I gradua.ted from Bryn' Mawr:' C611ege' a.n'd':then

I graduated from John Hopkins Medica.l School, a,nd then

completed the required residency course, psychiatry, adult
psychiatry.' And the!': had a United States Public Health

I

Service f~llowship for child psychiatry and passed both
the boards in g9neral psychiatry, as well as the specialty
of child. and adolescent psychiatry.
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~I hold various appointments, I h6ld an appointment
to the University --

that tt8 doctor is
(Interposing) 'Iile will

rr';-T"q' CO.T1T\', 'fl', '
A ••. .L.J ..;V..L . .1 •. 0"."'y.~~~' ..

Q expeI'iBllce in the field of
child psychiatry~ briefly?

A Well, l've been both a private practitionerp as
well as a supervisor of younger' residents in training £Ol"

child'psychiatr~c prsctice. I continued that Dosition at..
tl U' . •. "JC nlversl~Y or George Washington, Georgetown University,

, d h ' . ..•'an, "",ave appeareu, lil u~e

in COU1'tsof 1a,II a'l",r ..•~y.•r=1_ " J,.V~ ••..)"U

And l''1 (,Q T'\ P ',"- '\ I '''0''; -1 1 l'1";:)t'o f e <::> I t "'lat I ['1.':.I_'l:,'e. .• b'';;~~;;;.i. o:;t •••. , \'J U.J..\.•. .J.. .~<;;; c.l., -

been available for the kind of. problems that come to the
young people of OUi" COJl1J1lunity, vll1ethE;]:" they be 'developmental
problems or severe psychosis which require hospitalization

~and a course of treatment.,

.Q

A

Q

I ' ,:How long have you been practicing child psychiatry?

Now, .when did you first become involved with
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T'1 d l.' Cl t ' tl ' 'J'd 1 'U ".l"?.'..r . an" .'irs . .emen. .S ,aue.. -~le Cr11. ..{Down as .(181ell.

Q ~e~~plf on thp 21Qt o~ ~~-nb bu.t.4 •• ~,,- .•• __ ._, •••• _ 6_ .1 •.• -....j.. ~,

I had previously ~een introduced. to the family through a
contact with them on tlw 20th; the day b~fore~

Q ' That's I',larch of this yea.r?

'~_. . Yor.~' '.L'; ,-.r. ....•0;:), It.. ~.~.

Q And have you interviewed both the parents and
the child?

A Yes, I have.
Q Anri ha~p 'Y01). ~Q(,.,u.~P~" l'11vpctiaat~on ~nto t~a_ .• ~ • J •• ~ _ "e,.'. .._ _.::I -bC ~ • _ ,J._"-

psychological and emotional corrditions in the. development
of Heidi?

A I feel Ihn-ve, to the limit of the informa.tion

available. Naturally, the early yea.rs are not possible
to be understoodi except ina. respectful review of the
records that are ava.ilable anel tbe comments we have"

I feel I have m3dea sufficient contact with her
on these occasions which I have seen her, spending a two ..

to two-and-a-half-month interval here to ~- based on seeing
a lot ofyoung~ters .th"; c.' :-" o.e••.••.•....•';"0 , and~'am a.ble to say something

. .

about, he~ emotional m~turity, and able. to give you that
information, if you want it at this time .

.' Q .; :What is your impression derived from this
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investigation?
That

." .:.

I have been seeing
her, she has b'2,:.;r1 able to acqui~ce a ba~ic trust in people,

which is clea.:i:'ly seen :tll tIle \'1'::.ty ill which she can

respond, reach out to you, reach out to a stra.nger. She
.b"',"" +he nO"''"'l'" 1J.,;'.~ vl.<." .•. i.d. her
mother, period
of time. as she

knO\7S it. This :Ls hel' :l10thcJ:, as far as her awareness

is concerEed.

And thts is a very key point in my concern,:

becaU38 she re lated to I.Irs. Clements as one would to a

mother. She looked back to her for a kind of re~ssurance
you would have, and she received '+It. . dri the other hand,
Mrs. Clements'was not hanging on to her. She was
comfortable separcI.ted fl~QY11 the child, and the child in

.turn could do me.
She "~peJ".r,S ~. 1)'l"}' o'l.'t . (">1-'; .J..'I ~1.....,- .-........ ..•...b L v ....J. ..L. \" •.• learned from her

contact with the toys and the like to do selective behavior.
t
If she had too big a hnndful of piclcup sticks, .for instance,

.she kept working with them, and the next time she would
pick up a small8r one.

I suggest thRt she \vas rela.ting and approachable.
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She had no, clear ly no serious Clllot ional diff icul ties

which showed a form of of herself.
an.d clea,n and obviously aware

that there were ce:ctain things you do a,nd' dotr1t do. An

ex~nple of this would be, after she played'withthe toys,
VJith no mOl"e' than a gesture OIl fliY part, she knew it VIas

time to put the toys back.
1\'11"5. Clements,

,11a.r.:: Ine 1+ t1•• .:; ,-•. _.", -, a
_ '-' \.t l",.J..u r''-t~ ." standa:cd

, 1'" ,,~.... Tsnell aoe reacnea, ana ~

concur with it, but ~.nd

thinl~s or these .~..,-1 ....".~! ~ J"l'l'O":-l'Y""~.',- ,'-od to do '\',.,h::~' 1.' '=':a.1J.L ';=1...1.:..:;:;:, "'" '"....::..."'" •• :::. - ~

asked of her:.' ..L1"'a-'- "'O"el,,1.. l, ""0 , of four,

going to be motivated ull1ess tl-" Y -- aren? t C"oinr>" to do it.:c-; \ b .:>

unless they have 501118 reason to do .' .l- or to please SOj~leOj,le
1.1"

So,it's partto please. of the picture.
I would say she was proceeding with her

developmental steps within~ She was, on the first interview,
She ~eeded one-to-one attention, andquite demanding.

acted as though only child. She is, and

perhaps had not been in too much contact with other childten.
::-The onG 5e1'i\)'0.8 conce:cn I ha.d. pertained to her

very unintellibib1e and poorly a.eveloped.speech. The sounds
were happy ones, and she h,td become quite auroi t at point ing
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to things a.nd gett ing someO~18 to do it. lvIrs. Clements is

aware of this that the child is secure,
seemingly, ~ith t~em, much firmer in holding out
until the child finds award or reaches to them In a more
definitive way.

C0u:t":se, could be unintelligible for
'. a. variety process of delineating

.sOJ'ne of these. "1"1'- 1.. " ,-1 "[;\\"0 C'v;r:-.-,,-ol'} rJ,l' a.:::.'I'.O~"tl' ct:::. a'I."ld I' -', "' <:':. I) ~ •.l,;l..\.... I .::J}/"::\';;v ~ ~';:::; ~ v •••~

clear there is .::)'''','r"; "'1' 1 ':l.t.j ""n '....•"C.b.l- e'\~l~.•.ll. ~ "'"__\.",~ .•.&"..;;. _v ..... 1:-'''' A ••
Some' of this,

no doubt, is the lQ.ngl.l~;ge, a.nd the fact that Mrs. Clements

speaks very fluent English~-would that I could speak
German to that extent--there is an accent that is in a

. But T thin}~,mafnly I it says something about her

early years, pri6r to coming to the home of the Clements,
., based on a'.large amount of experience with developmental

deviations .... Degrees o:f material deprivatJon;and lack of

contact tci talk with the ~hild, could slow down their
ability to' develop spoeeh. Wo see this:'prominent lyin our

inner 'city with. chi 1(:'~:D.who are of. much concern now"

'among' the, edlica:tors. '.,'". ~' :
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definitive of speech therapy) and the present, as she has
, '

now been.
i

for a good. couple of months.,\~iIL,a~.nursery setting,

for specific contact with young people. And her
instructors say that this will millimiz~ and drop off, and
this will not be a ]narring matter for her.

The second visit, ;3he was significantly less

demanding. She'd already been in school. She was more
responsive to my being busy doing one thing, rather.
deliberately, and she vlOulcl continue wha.t8ver was her
activity. Letts say she \'las playing with a doll, she'd
continue with that and not have to show me everything
about how she

;: THE COURT:

visit, Doctor?
da.te of the second

THE .WITHESS: No, I'm sorry, May 4th.
,.So that -- well, the conclusion I reached was

. \.

tha.t this was a jToungstGr~.vho was clearly in the environment

1 .. h ., , ...c '. '1 t "1" t. 1W11C. ,.a.l..I.0Vlll1g .1 or jmlXlii.U ..un, 3.1: ea.s'; norma cer aln y

remarkable development"-- well, I'm usin8," it in the medical~ ,- ~

sense. Let me restate it, so it has the positive
connotation that I intend it to have.

She's in a very firm structured, and in my opinion,
essentially solid setting. There is no question but what
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I

she can make, and is m.aking, signiftcant maturational
steps~ There's no indication at all that this is not a

..totally healthy and a.dequate environment in 'which she

.may-develop.
.., I like particula.rly the fact that her mother,

Co~uander and Mrs. Clements, the prospective mother and
father, are firm people, who can when they say no, they
mean it. They can say it firmly and kindly. I saw
demonstrations of this, both as I watched them give it to
Heidi, as I know her -- I have known her by that name -- and
also in response to what, I could say. I could say a no,
and she could respond to me, as you could see she was
accustomed to.

She is very strong'willed, and we have a lot of
awareness these days of the role of genetics and temperament,
the fact tha.t there is not infl"equently connected with oue

or. both parents in the development of said temperDJllent, and

that it is a component to be reckohed with of itself.
And thus, to be in a setting where there is a

.~ .confidence that wha.t one a.ppa.rently is about to do is
backed up, is a blessing. For this child in the hands of
uncertain or ~nbivalent parents, people,surrogate,
or whoever is doing the mothering and fathering, could

~
r

I
i
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very well develop chz..racter t:~'D.its and be the .kind of

,person,that would be very self-defeating.
increases

~len they 'are denied limits which they recognize they'
need in grOlving. all need' amixtui'o of ,

love' and fir;nness. And one \l/itilout the other doesn t t seem

to work out. So that the welfare of this child, from the

siri that was part
'of the investigation, "[ ", l1Q7<::)l.'""'C' -I-~ll" rj +- 0.l- U ••....04.J •.., J.\.. ..•. , 1.1 the "court, from the
'people who kneW hisf8nily~ or who knows the mother's
family very well. Johannes 808g22' talks a.bout how he t s

known them from' his point of view, it would be detrimental
to return this' child, to bring her back.

Your Honor,' I have to object
to the testimony here, based on hearsay., We have allowed

Mr. Seeger'sswornstatment in the record, but I think for
'n. cOl1clur::;ion to be" basod on, t!lat by someone else " > is

carrying it a bit far.
l'.layce I 'didn't make myself clear .

••. , ," i. • '- t ~', .. ,. l' r" ,-,,.~ nh" -I-n" .'').1,i.. m saYIng l.:na: r,,,y :t111ct11.ig. ~:> .:>t..:.v L '" ("

with his. Itts not based on his,sir.
THE COURT: All right.

it is in agreement
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. t' .. ~ .. BY MR,; .A.ReHER:
!.... ..-:'
", .

~," . ".

; '," ..

.•

Q Dr. Kehne, is it your opinion then that Heidi

,is developing nor:111allywith Mr. and Ivlrs. Clements?

A" Yes. I have every rea.son to believe she is, and

" Q Novi, I" take"it you have received some information

concerning Heidi 's bacJ\:ground and her natural motIle]," from

~irs. "Clements,. during your interviews?

: A Yes.

Q And you spolw of ambivalence, or a.n ambivalent

. person. Could you tell the Court whether or not you
found any indication of ambivalence from the informn.tion
you have gotten about the natural mother, of her being
ambivalent?

~m.CRICKE:NI3ERGER: Your Honor, I'll have to
object. The inform,,'1tion conveyed to Dr. Kehne would be

strictly hearsay.
THE COURT: Sustained.

Your Honor, 'this" would be a --
I'm asking for her conclusion based on this information,
not for the information itself.

r THE COURT: She has to ba.se it on the information
. + 1"~...se I, obviously.

.~.BY ME. ARCHER:
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tell the' Courtc whether or not, vou found Heidi to be
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emotionally the chtld of the CJ.eue:1ts, of£'.lr. and Mrs.

Clements? .

A Yes. }lei, responses 'v;el'2 thos.;; that woulcl.::,be

expected of a. youngster who \'/8S turning to i tslov\;;;d ones.

yca tell Court. 'i.'hether or not .. you
i

found any deep and esscntia!~mother-father ties in the
child, in Heidi I in be-CW'2811.l:ieidi and the mother and father?

A When' the tll:rc.::; 'of them '.','f:;retogetller, there

was a sha.r i lJ.g , ~.f f"..)f:.J l~;'-:(r" f'" ••.••..,. _v"'-' ~"'.b .v..!.. is a part of

one's kind: of thing
"h ' 'I .. 1 ~ 't"", ..,. ouy nl.:\COsC'o;:'1~J '1 ':~"'J- ,"IT '}'!"\,'.,c' ".O"i~ 1 .V" . ..L~ '" __ ~ ;:,..:.t .... _ J J. ••._ .1. .•..• :..":;) ",v ...L.I-J J. _ e

One-comes to
have a. sense of

..'
trust in,' and a mutual respect for one another .

Q . Now

A For instance, she brought the
dolly over to her da.d v.rith a .b:lgsmile and reaches out,

a.nd then scpa.ra tesRl1d- bring~3 so;uething over to hel" mother.

And there wasn't any :f,~.vo:citism, among other things. There

\vas n. fee ling of a tlu'eeso.:rte.

Q i; All
"

FO"! 1""••. 'i v~ ') .. .1. your opinion, to a reasonable
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~. -i "1. er." '1.' ',"\ -)-'r,';), .•...'.', -j 1 ~.1'c: ....It:"v.~, -; nT"'r"pn-r"' .•••••.•, i.:) ••. A \".\...0 v.lJ.. •••...L\...t. ~ "' •.-,; '-, _.~_I). ..•>.)':" •.••••••• " ••.

At four, even in'the abseuce~~and Iwarit to refer

literature which ta.ll:~s nbout the role of separ'ation at key

.:).: !
!
~
.~

h

I
I

feelings about the
We have much:"_ ~~such a novo.

I..!'"\nl>+~>.1'l}ly . ~"~'I.i/'-"' q+ 'J..••V-ria"'-"~ \./~' .•. _... , ..""... '" "...•v - .Iob:Yes.A

detrimental effects of

. b~.\c'~to thi,-:, b.-:;'r",'")"C-C> ",:.1 c e::>.~~~:.'2'l--1-!.-1'r.~1+0 l,'oep ;1" '1;';";,-1 +hat•..•. X'" ••....;) \.J ••.••~,.L.i.,.:H..; .'. '" oJ ...,l •••.••-... l,.. •..•...•.. '" ~..... .••.•..•• J •••••• ~~ •••• '"

Heidi has had one significant
tl h'- , . , 1rna ler-c 110 senaratIOn ~oss,

nr,tuX'~l mother -- to

r' '•.~ ""OU 1..:J e }"P r- r l' r'll ~ .,~.u..;;: \y I ..LL~ ~._.. c \:.. \.,;.l:;

be sure
it.

~o ~r. tl'''e '-'bC't:"'o'l:c'" n,<r.-:}1'1 O.-r -1''''1''-;' lc .•'~-! ~ r\(;'QUn-le +-l"."'t. she \'laS••.• .1..1.... •. a.'O';"" • .1. .•... , '-' \ ,_, ...1.1.~<.',,,,.l."" \.. 0::> (,.; . .;;l.;;l •• ~«,

"'hI ' d""'".l f "hWl1: 1cr numocr one 2.n . onolY sel~ 01 paren1:s. .A C .. our there

is a rather -- we11, somG r.:.1ight think it is the most

important developmental crisis, but I wouldn't go so far
~c.' to e:"'iT th~t l,.t c1,....pC'''''.J- i';'.r,+i':~'r
"""•.h;) l."JU'J' __ """', .•.v_~J. ... L J •• l.""'."' •...\- •

m1,...,'.> 'ilOC tlie h ..:l important

CY'';Cl'';:' pQ ....•~oa' U""'OIl hr:->-'.L J,.~;)..." C;4I.. ~ lJ .t.~~J.. '. 1
.,'"..:;

....,'~:.,(::>,ly. T1""8 0'("":'> o-r 1;1<;;1;;"1'1"':)" onosl.a. •...•.•l.......... .• v'" ••.•.v .- .I. ~J.:... ..l~ - '"'" .

l'den+if~cation w~+~ on~IQ ~Q'L~t,,~ .L "",. _ .1..4 .'I. ~ ••••A_ J,~ •••.••• a...) h.-J,-. -- •
"

It's ~:_na .[! ~~1'\'';:'/ ~~.. ~ r~'.:)I."'" .•..,.+ ~ ~'"'\<.. ~•• i Y-l":'> O,p
"",~J.C ..."-..1._~L. ..•..a'I.U.1 L"l.,..ot . .1J..t." v_

Jl'-=' - saying, "I am

m
a and"')1l0' th~'" ronr) -f;l~-hc"''' .~l~"(.:' l""':',p~') i'}"C~ I'r:u 0'01"'''0" 1'0 be.•... , .• ~ • ...>:.' .•. tl.•~- .~_V •• V'" {.•. __ •.• Lt::At::. •.•.J. •• ~ b ~~b '"

,.., g.l'''''l ~nd T')11 (;Ol'D')" +0 'iJ-::" 1 "V'.7.1 ..1. b'T" ("'1'\7 .)lo .•..11er. ~'11d Tim,;4 J", ~.. ••. .• 0 • "s" ,-,.L V ••.•.LI y,. J !. l. , d. .A.

I canrJ3ke nry sepal'at ion and be myself, ..I can count on.

0"0; nO' .4-0 h"lve .L'~e'.01'; '''I,r ..fo ...•m", f ..,+bov, r. "11,-1. thee-e' a 1"'e poopl'et> _ b L. • ,-. ••... .1. "'-0 - .i. '''J - I.A l.< .-.. •••• , .::. "" ;::) . '"

countingion the Jact, based on my four years," that's the

usual child experience, "based on the certainty of their

not abandoning me; I can afford to do some growing. I
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can move a little bit further because I
know they're really gOillgto be here. I can start talking
','I' , be myself to

And, of course" adolescence, there is even more
Q'cfl'n'l'tl'on of S~'l.f ~nrl ~o 1'+~CD~'-' ',. _ '';;;'_'. '"",J,~.""', ._l,.:::;, ~..:I. . ! .:

Bu,t aJ- tI'lJ" C' DO; r.+-. '~hc' c l'}l':Ipd'l" "'0" to 1-110'" thel- .;,).: .•. _...J..L",~ •__ ' •...•.•• J ,ov.... "'.::;, \. '.-\. ''I'

securi ty of., people being a.t home b8se, so. she can go out

to first.base and still net be abandoned.
""'1' "018 f3 In

point, .considerin.g
t h I"n'!r ~,t +- h I' QJ.. ~•. ,..... ,(. J,A .::>

again'qi,two.

"

Because at two is when she moved away from her original

That's n time when 8 child is beginning to walk,
and they're making their first physiological steps and
her exne'''': ence 111'"" C' +h", -1- .~l~e- ~YD(..>]"l' r:;nCGc1 ,".l. lo~f.; of, ",;;h":<.tever•• " .••• .l. .>l).,':;> l.,c ..r..•" ~JL.1 t'~A>..__ ., v. •.• -- ,.,-~

kind 'of mothering
This. is only to be pointed out and is not up

for discuss::i.on 0....•.l .In any event, she. must have

been in a home for the past, two yeaTs, ,which, or course,
i.s half her life, and. i.~)more cog'n:i.zant, and one is much

, :

more awal~e of what is And she must have
increasingly felt very secure to be in the shape she's in
psychologically.
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However, that sentimentalization is still there. And
to be separated at this time again~ is really up for a
total unknown. Our expe~ience is that many of these
youngsters who hive been sensitized once, \really give up,
and give up in a variety of ways.

Th:ey can give up by saying, "To heck with
everybody. 1','11 Iivemy life breaking the law or I' 11

satisfy my pleasures because nothing is worth counting on
in terms of people, and I will just live my life."

Or she will still stay in the world, but troubled,
or troubling others. Or to take the role of internalizing
and withdrawing and shutting out everybody and everything.
And indeed it would be perfectly possible to become a
schizophrenic. There's no question but what it's an
experim~nt as to what would be available to her.

At the present time, however, there is every
indication that she wil~ proceed with the usual kind of

"-

ups and downs that are expected in a family.
Q You mean, in your opinfon, that to remove her

from the Clements would be an experiment at best?
A 'j: None of us can play God, and I wouldn't say.

somehow she wouldn't, you know, stay alive and function in

some kind of way.
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.In my clinical records I have seen these
youngsters that come to you because they have lost trust
to varying degrees. They meet new life stresses at
certain points along the way. We all do that. A young.

see they have critical times when they have had a right
to expect something to come to them, and it has not.

What can the child think if we are not to be here?
The only thing she can think and the batting average is

pretty high -- is, "l'~ht 'ri a nave I done to ~ose the love of

.'

and security of everyone?"
And that can, in terms of character and parental

development distort the person quite considerably, so
that a bird in the hand is worth two or three in the bush.

Q Now, is it your opinion irom your investigation
then that Heidi should be given -- should not be removed
and should be given the permanency of a permanent mother
and fath~r with the Clements?

A
i..I don't think there is any question but what

I believe that, yes. A permanent home" and a permanent
sense of -- on both their parts -- of being able to let
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firmness and security or what you have and if you don't
have it, you're walking on ice or it's like walking on eggs.

But both parents and child need adoption first,
rather than a ,custody situation which is a no-man's land,
ano-man's land in terms of the parents presuming they
can't conunit themse 1ves .

It's a subtle but very powerful distinction and
if one has the opportunity to have one or the other, I
certainly -- in my mind, there's no question that the
interest and the health of the c'p.ild's welfare ,is met

quite apart by the adoption decision.
Q Now, in the course of your investigation, did

you make any recommendations to the Clements regardi.ng
Heidi?

A Yes, sir. I reco~~0ndedthat we have the speech
diagnostic, which they proceeded to have and attended to,
and also to see that she was 'irr~ediately in contact with
young people her age,' presumably a 'good structured nursery
school setting.

She has been in the Montessori school which is
a very g~od'choice. I realize that she couldn't be better
provided for with the kind of structure and definitions
that would be highly important at this point, particularly
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to make up for some of the loss in the definition area.

Q Doctor, is there anything that we haven't

covered thus far that you would like to add?

A Well, I guess I would like to respond a little

bit to the matter v,ThichI apprecia.te as the Court's procedure,

and I respect it,having to do with hearsay evidence, but
it's inevitable when one knows what the mother did, and
she didn't want her child, then all this wouldn't be

do you need to appreciate that there was a real confusion
as to the desire and motivation and action on the part of

and can be without being called hearsay. How much else
happening. I think this much needs to be appreciated,

the natural parent or pa~ents?
~ffi. ARCHER: All right. That's all I have.

CROSS EXAHINATION
BY MIL CRICKENBERGER:

Q Dr. Kehne, what was the date of your first contact

with Heidi?
A

Q
'i

A " ,

Q

that time?
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p;, To have me evaluate her, sir. To see wha.t kind
of emotional and psychological condition she was in. Just
to size her up. The l1o:rmal, the usual examination.

Q Speaking ill general layman's terms, how did you
find hei in March of this year?

A I found her in a shape that I hadn't expected to
find someone who ha.d a. fairly t::caumatip first 'four years.

Q You mean she was well adjusted?
A Well, at four, you have to appreciate that we

don't go endlessly, but I think for her age she is within
the normal limits.

Q In your contact with her in March, how long did
you spend with her?

A I spent a good hour and fifteen minutes.
Q And when did you see her again?
A On ~~y 4th of 1972.
Q How long did you spend at that time?
A About the same_~nount of time.
Q Have you seen her on any other occasions and have

you talked separately with Co~nander and Mrs. Clements?
A ::;Only very briefly, the day before I first sa-w her.

Q And would it be fair to say that your knowledge
of the background of Heidi was obtained primarily from
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Co~r~nder and Mrs. Clements, and information they furnished
you?
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The child is approximately four years old now and at tha-t

period of her life is there something especially critical?
A Yes, sir.
Q How long is she in this critical period?
A It's a period depending upon the factors involved

and it might ~egin at two an~ could vary taking a period
from four through six or so, the preschool phenomenon,
or possibly to make a change at all at certain times,
the effects are likely to be more' adverse than at other

times, yes.
But in the first four or six years of life,

particularly with one crisis, one situation experience
behind you, you would be extremely vulnerable to any

period.
Q Based all your experience now, how perceptive is

a child of two to separation?
A Very perceptive. I ca.n refer to voluJnes at the

moment because 6f the interest it engenders .. One of the
best is Dr. Robinson's, "The Two-Year-Old Goes to the

Haspi ta.l. "
~ It is a time short of their being verbal and
"

they have no time sense -anyhow. You know, out of sight,
out of lnind is pretty much the rule, but perhaps less so
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by two. Prior to that time, they have no real knowledge,
no gut conviction that they will be back hOT.('~e again.

Sometimes you have to ta.ke their shoes 3.nd put them in

the hospital so they kind of have an association with.

home. Age two is a very perceptive time.
Q Based on your experience, when is the most

likely adverse aspect of separation, separation at two or
separation at three, or four?

A I really cantt answer you because it depends on
so many other factors and the nature of the separation.
A loss at two, depending on how much was behind her, we're
speculating, but if shafd been healthy and fully loved
up until two, it would produce one kind of effect,
proba.bly more severe as she went from some high quality to

low quality.
Wetve got a lot of variables. We have to realize

'that this four yeur old is going to have more feeling,
more reaction, more character damage if she were to have
a four-year-old loss of parents because she already had
the one at two.

!;But other things being equal, I suppose the

four-year-old -- I would think probably that a four-year-old
would have more damage tha.u there is for the average
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two-year-old separatIon or loss, becaus~ after four years
of that, ~nd then there i~._,-...1 a total loss with no
.explanation and this othe:rsituation, it would be quite
damaging to the ef't"o r1.av~If"\nr:1'-'ll"C'o ~- '-' i...~.~•...•.••- •

Many times you have a bee sting and you get over
that, but afterw3.rds you are hypersensi-tive. You get

rrtuch more reaction to any subs'squent bee sting. One can

think of the same concept ad8:pted to a child in this

situation. Shois sensitized at th'is moment.

Q1et me reframe my question.
Whon you first saw Heidi on March 21st of this

year, had you not bean able to gather a history from her
parente and surrounding dOCWilsnts, been able to tell
anything about the child herself, a.bout what she had

undergone previously?
TrillCOURT: You mean without a history?
}.fR. C- ICTr-"""rn-r-"l""'~'~j)11 " • .J.' '. II' 1-' }, 1-<' r ., }.', •&, .>\. .•• t~.w.,",\,J. ..•......•~. Without the history.
TI-IE No, I thinl\: one of the points

making is that there was essentially a healthy four-year-old.
Four is ~n age of fears; there are certain fears necessary
at four, !:to'go off a little on our own, there is a
beginning of maturation a.nd they don't do it evenly, but
presumably just before four the youngster is getting used
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to his own ends of movement, around inanimate objects
like vacuum cleaners, automobiles or things that are
clearly forces.

Ab t ~ 1 b .~ou Lour sue eglns to. focus concern around: .

~'

How dangerous are people? Can they be trusted? Can she
reach out to them?

Q Are there no real objective findings that you
could find about Heidi without indicating what may have
transpired two or more years ago?

A I think that would be so, although I would say

with any youngster that you se8, you can keep an open
) '")

mind about what kind of difficulties you are dealing with.
Some youngsters cun be traumatized. My opinion

in terms of Heidi is that I think she had considerable
, - ", ~ . '

experience, considerable anxiety, in her early years.
Again what I'm talking about is her earlier

years. Heidi has already begun to be a little more
.....hyperact ivee She shows anxiety by ,greater movement.

She' has anI-can't-count-on-them, ....' I'm-going-to-

count-only-bn-myself approach so that at four there is
developi~g a defense, an anxiety.

I :dan't know what kind of an answer that is to

you. I would say that no, I found nothing objective to
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indicate the nature of her first t~o years.
Q Would it be fair to S3y that given the same

situation with a different subject history that you mig~t
characterize the situation a little differently, without
saying what the subject histoJ:'Y might be? In other words,

I'm trying to find out if'the basis of your analysis and
conclusion are primarily from the history that you got.

A NoJ sir; it j,s not. I ambasing my reCOllllI'.endations

on -- speaking of my recommendations, there would be no
change. I am basing, trying to characterize the estimate
of the child on her fears and problems and adjustments.

Q Now, would these perhaps change with a different
subject history?

A No, I mean I found 'i,vhat I found. I found a

youngster who was relating to her parents, going to people
in a trusting open way and I found her relating to me in

,a way th~t indicates that she had to have others, for
example, be with people.

In other words to imitate is the chief way we
all learn. She was -- she had people who she was
imitating, whose standards I value and feel a.re in the
interest of her growth.

Q Now, I realize you're not being paid to educate me,
}: " ".

,'.~...:,\. .,
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personal knowledge of the na tl.u'a 1 mother? Your kno~,1/1edge

of the ba~~8d solely on what has been

told to you and "Vihat you read,

A Yes.

course.

Thank you. I have DO further

THE COURT: RedLrect?

Q it is a fa.ct, is it not,
that it was part of the history of

those concerned a.bout her welfare?
the cou.rt or <111 o~f

A And been my eX1JerienC0J.: .

in court that one is a:sl<ed to make certain comments based

,on.the facts known to everyone.

Q 18 it not, that the past
h' ,
" ""," ""r"(7J...7:)ti,tU J for instance is an important cog in

th.e diag110sis?•....

A ;Ind.eed it is very important.

Q that such a past history does
net form a basis for medical op:Lnicn or your opinion j.n
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but rather as of the picture bearing on
the total picture?

A Yes, it is sort of a reference point in space and
Y>-<"'>'CO""-c"\'; '7e th i ~._'I;;' 5).4J..... ...l.._ •..• but they

are pieces to a puzzle, and there a.re many pieces.
Q And isntt it :fair to say that a.ssuming the

history of Heidi that you got is correct, your opinion as
to the tratunatic effect on her of a second transition~
whether no".,vor in the fut'ure ~; v,'ould be 'worse in her case

than if she had not had that history?
A Yes,

Q Itm a.ssum:i.ngthat the histo:rJr that you hRve for

Pe....~~l.~ l.~uI~,f~~'o~,~-~bl.8.~.~ f~.l•• -~. "pt -r"l ~"re"~ ~ --el.J. .•••• ..., .1 •••• t' •••. _ __':;. .;;.;:;. .•••• a.:~ LnG £~d. U. a 1.J<;;<' H t~ :'<'.1

concerned. I would like to know if your opinion would be
1)'1 ~ ,...; nd 1 <;'J Y' S 1.-' +Ut:'l-'. ';011 +l"'o.'''e-'.4 a. D._ .•,__ w.~ ~ cr.,.. M,L,~ t>J .t\;OJ.. *'

whi.ch

be approximately
She presently has and

the only factor • roo , •
28 O!:~:or Sepf~.1'at lon.

A yes. It
wouldn't alter myreco~nendations.
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c~,lled a good home '..~_'the f~ctor of

Your recommen.(1ati0D.S 'would be the sam.e regardlc'ss

of
Q

home that Heidi were to ber what might be
seuaration alone woald

'"

maintain this position.
A These are her Removin:g. her, from her

r-,biT T• .""J .\.

'to C'11C:" '.' 'in ~'1R:"iI"'..b:J • .;;J ~:::.l..b..J. t...,':'

there are always

that is nrovided to me
I.

the le,rel of her being she COil1d

Iinformation

"I doubt if she could understand it.

responsibility,

pluses and that th-s u:?'tural E10ther could care for this

by any adults who are concerned about the course of a

chtld and could have a

understand.

parents to another party would be VG-;"Y hRrd for her to

What I runconcerned about is that at the present
care for her chil.dr I don9t doubt that.

of it and the understandi.ng of the gives and ta.kes ~ and

time we have a child \),1110 hc~SknO'\Vll love and the caps.city

her narentsi helu... ..
She has a life, and it, as I say) has to be

who could apprecia,te this and -what it would me~Ulto her in

looked at in my view and the point of view of the child

Q If there arc two or more parties who want to
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have custody of a child and tho chj.ld is

adjusted and or superior, can

you conceive of any situation where you 'would recOl.nmcD.d

the
A TIle I would answer that is to say that :i.f

a child reaches maturity in the present hO~llC and we:::-0

given the option to choose where she might want to live
in the futuX'G

j
but through the eighteen year waiver, my

is that other equal she

to f~:sustained SGCUrt2 world or anyho'w at least some

constancy,. SOlne ter~-.rlSof developing herse If ·

Q You really
"

{~O,"!ce i VP o"r'-' ':"l <::: J' .{•. " •.•• '.• ; O'~ \..•.'i-- e ~e ~ c1141 d 1.'C!~ _ 1._ _ _ • • 0.. '-' • l. ,,~c~!]. .. - )./, riLl... C1~ .I." - .;;)

incapable of 1J1n.king t;Xi. intelligent decision, that you

MR. ARCHER: ,,,,.o~.., ;"" IIC'I"O"'"
J. "~ J..1..v.i _.t , that is an ~npossible

question to answer.
M1L CHICKENBEHGER: Let me try to word the

question a little better.
MJ.1. ARCHER ~

J

purpose?:

are you after'? is the

rephrase my question.
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1,/.0~:.t~..

a.nswered ito

Q whether or n.o~;

you could conceive of any circwnstance that you would
recommendthat a well adjusted child whohas an adequatt3

home should be moved into another home 0

A 'Well,no.
REDIRECT

was
o

'"

there
to.

A Yes~
Q If the othez" hanle were a.bove the stan.da.rd 1n

which the child presently was living, that would be a
con.celvablH situation in whtch the child would be moved,
wouldn't it? 01' if the ho,meto which he was movinfs was

S~'~i',:,";(C-;"!'•••'';O~I'' ttl<;O,i~ ~t,;o'tllci b.e ..• Ql"l-"-a't:'on .;n «lhich you cOllla'_ v. .~ ~ .&. _ _.l ~ _ ~ _,~ ••.~..;) . 'w U ,.... ....1. w.. __ .•. . "n

conceive being moved to.
A Let me answer that I<'donv t think the superior-ness

,

or iuferio:f'n.ess of the hOiIte is an issu~. We knO'iil IUfiUY

wonderful people who come out of homes of poverty.
We9re talking about the capacity to love;
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capacity to sustain a responsible parent-child relationship,
I ).. ," , ••.• 1 t' ,. f' th . .,"*"~o ~ave a con~lnUlty or re_a"lOnSDlps, 0' some Llng ~naL
is growing and the home and family roots.

So Vlria.t you are talking about is really the
r.h '" '.1"':i->,,-,J>.~i!:t.,A 6 '

• • ..c t ,,' "Itl1e .l. u"ure po"(;erlt; 1~..1." The roots are in and the
"( t' , . t' ~ ,," "p.t.au" 18 growlng and ',here s no ae'ce:rrXl..na:r;e way or

-I-,~ 11,.,:: nrr "\bou' ,'" -J- h -j C"\,,~._.6."'.I...l. b "" .I". 'I.J" ••••• ;:)

"" ""!t 't ..I <;.I01'~-'YP~~-O-in pQr'ou'Vl.... -...,••...•.<- _\rt 'V.-..a... e< Tnere is no more
Of, ,~ t ~',{-::l '.. 4b ~ ,,....,n.f... "''''3 ~ ••~ ~~ ••:\.. •• I ,-;1' ~~.. C'K8'1 1Jn"., 1n 0 J'C''l...'' J.e..:.(q .••.l0.1:-:; L,(J.:;,.

v -
What do people mat.ter?

What can I count on ix'om a person? Do they matter? Are

{'hr.~y.••~l ••• real? Do they ,74.~.~ '"("(I'd "t;vY"';...:)t...-«4 •...r. U.lJ "~~e~ mv t~~1.pe~~rl? c+"ll~L~_,.•.\.i. ~ fo.;j. .•••••• .:. " _ 4.... ~ ~~1 t>.,J v 1. -.>r. ,j"

hold'me and let me grow? It is a time of learning if

.x

~"'PO'01e w~t;'c>r d " ,.'.".1"; DO' about people.F~ .t ..•.. .ok.;a.4,. """ ~•••••. an.. lor \l".t~'c."" - -t',

1\11l. ARCI-TTi:R' Thank you very much, Doctor.J,"" ~ {) 4'1.:.' A...w..! •. (J

THE COURT. Do you want Drlf lr • excused?t. •.•••• _ If l:ie!ln0

~r.R J'"'In ICv",.,.T,,'r"'Q('-;:;'R •1\~J.: 0 \"'K .n.J:jl..~~.t.~1:d.l9r,.r..u "''' No objection.
.THE COUET: You are J,.'.rree to go, Doctor.

... ,: '.:

C~ll VO'l- ~DV+ ~~.tn~~~t.A. J _ ~.l. J. .••..c".;.w v "t•. .d.. .•._ r;j~ C'

tir"q "'HCY.'117''R •A'U'\, ~ .ll."'1.",,"v ~~A'li- 0

Thereupon

I call Lieutenant Commander Clements.

v]as

. i}

C'.fj 11<.:.d.~.e..._C as a

~,rTLTf"."- n
H ". " UJ.~ n•

\
\;.: .1. nc,sq ..."y, ,::

,J,. l,tU'w- ,....,9 au?.,.i

C" """tmN''!"f\0.LJ.wl'}..6J. ".1. ;)

after having been duly SVIoru,

was examined and testif ied as follow~,i;:
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BY HR. ARCHER.:
Q Would you state your name and occupation~ please,

Mr. Clements?
A Lieutenant Commander\'Ii 1ton Raymbnd",Clements.

And yaufre married to lIse Clements?
A

Q

:father
And you

of Heidi.

th? ;"prospecti ve.a~opt iva

'\.h

Q " .1 . •tinCt you nave that has

over to GermGlnyiu April or 1970, which wa.s for the

purpose of picking up Heidi, is that correct?
A . I Via.S goin.g ovez'

for a meeting concerned with my wOX"k, and the second

purposc
t

it wa.s a good opportunity for the two of us to
go together to pick up the child and for me to be able
to meet I!1Y wii e there ~to this adoption started and

ito take the child a.nd bring her back to the States.
Q t...rO'J'l 1011~ -y'''>~'''r:'' yr.-)11 -;- he.rp ..(... 11'" 6 \1<:;, l. ~ ''" -A " •.~ ~ .

, ' t" 4-(gJ.r~l1g ..!In'/'' first period?

A From I believe, fo. • J f.' ~,dt,Dr'l .':i:t,u.".
I arrived in Gerlliany
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ou the first of April. I met my wife and her sister-in-law

Elfride and h(::n~husban.d, B.nd I lse f s mother at the airport

while I was waiting to ch;;;:.ngeplanes a.nd go to Wilhemlshaven

where my meeting ~as Frid~y the 3rd$ after

the meeting was over I went davIn to Frankfurt to spend

the weekend$ and then returned again \llcdnesday evening

the 8th
Q I see, now did you have occasion to speak with

As my wife sa.id earlier, \'ve.

thewhich is
yes~ sir.A

Anneliese during

occa.sions d.:,.:;( ~ '''\'h '",.LU you speaK va fw .u.er or

see her tbat weekend; Anneliese?
A

Q
opportunity to discuss with

, c.' t If • b15 your a8..ugly-er, a.Lid S ..8 thehanded me

vras

Her ver"lT f i-rst 'words.~ .

T'h'1..l18~lIe r:i.j '-1'~. J,.i.. \. •

UO"1tere

A

were,
I had ever met hery

her the plans for adoption?

child.
We talked and got acquainted the rest of the

afternoon. '1.'lTe ,., l~~\ '-1 ~u ~
as my wife said. bought some :food



"'/.~" ;'

;','

. ;.

and things. because my wife b.ad expressed to me the

, , t .concu' lons under which the child was living and brought
me UD to date on.•. had occ'U.rred the previous month

with the a.doption and the conditions of AnneJ.iese and all
the current events.

Q Did Anneliese would you tell the Court.
\vhetl1er or not Armeliese indicated to you in any way .•

she was opposed to that adoption?
A She did not indicate in any way that she

opposed it <•

. Q 'i'lauld you tell the Court whether or not she
\ "

indicated to you that she was in favor 6fit?
A She certainly did by every' 2.ction. The very

was frequently used throughou.t1 in every opportunity' we
had. to talk or any time 'we rnet.

Q Now~ did you::have occ~sionto visit the place
where Alll1eliese lived'?

A I d"d. t'.... so ~l:le da.y after we bought the rood
which resulted in around $18 worth of canned meat, such

a.nd things like that.
lIse had told me that she did not have a

:cefrigera{or or any form of keeping any kind of fresh
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food, so you can

....

, .
IJilaglue

'i.' /'.
..,.,'

. ,.' ...

R.lon u'o~+h o~ ~ro~yd •• ,,~b ....t. V .'-' 1 cannc:?d.

1'1.5

I...... L. was quite heavy and large. So we took a
taxi with Heidi and Anneliese and lIse and myself back
to the place where she lived.

lIse had pi"epared me as to what to expect ~ but

I was still appalled at the conditions of the place.
rl'l' ..I.,11.S lS the hcn18; name. This was
welfare housing.

hallway going to
about three floors with a central

Wewent up the stai.rs and down the halbvay c:u~das

we left the centra.l hallway g'oing down to her room, there

"

was an unmistakable odor from the toilet washroom.
As you left the central hallway and 'walked dowl1f

'we sa.w a room on either side which were rooms approximately

,r >! L' ' "D4.0U say 't1.11S area. 0 you mean

. from this bar to the wall?
Half of this: even, and it was

one :room where the far~1ily l:i,ved, and it was one of these

rooms that Ilsets sister WRS livi.ng with the child.
BY ME. lUtCHER:

Q Now, did you have occasion after you returned
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on Wednesday to talk with Anusliese about the adoption

A Yes
1

sir. We did not Wednesday night because
I got back late in the ever-Lint!' ••.... One event di.d happeD. that
night 'though which W:.lS strangG'.

from "dilhemlshaven a:rter

the plane let down, I believe eJ-ght or nine in the even1ng.

We went through the usual, you know, talking
and so forth and rrettil1g' my ba.gs straig:htened out and theno i.J .:. t.J

W8ut over to lIse's brother, my brother-in.~law~ Dteter

He lived in the

/) .

)'""1....0- ..~ :'i" 'l: ~ "!' 'r . t ...J. "t 't' l' 1:t •.• '« ""!l OJ..t. J. r:teae ana. .ner nUSD~tna.. .l.:CS ana LneX' OUJ. alng a .oi.OClf.

or so away~
While we wore over the:ce, Elfriede t S SOl.!., 2eter,

came over and sa.id that there h~.d boen a phone call ir"1:ffi

Anneliese and that Elfriede wanted us to come back to the

bael;;: 2,nd asked \vhat the trouble was.

About this time it was about midnight. or shortly th8reaftel",

and Anneliese had called an~ wanted to know'if we knew
where Viktol'ia was, Anneliese f s second daughter $ the one

with the hearing problem.
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Q How did "''l''f'\ t .',I J ~.~ '0""', 1~,, __ ~ .A ._a. h(;l.ppen to be with Anneliese?

or the week after Easter and
it was a holiday and she. had been given, ev:idently,

permission to spend thc: night wi tIl her mother from the

welfare home where she was liv:Lng~
And Anneliests wa.nted to know if Viktoria was

over to our place or if we knev! where she was. We11p

aid, were very cO:.1cerned that nobody knew where she wa.s
and it in t4~ middle of a city.

\
•... ~_/So we got in Diete:rts ca.r and went with Dieter

and his wife, lIse and myself, and Ilse's mother and went
out looking for ViJ.{toria trying to f inc! out where she wa,s.

First we went to Anneliese t,s apartment at

lIse and DieterJ Ilsefs brother; and I
'went in to talk to Anneliese to find out if, you know --
by this time practically an hour had passed -- if Vicky
had come back.

Well., she had not and. Szemler was there with her
and they were both i:o. the apa:rtm,ent. We11: we decided then

we'd better look a little bit further. So we went to
Alfred's apart~ent. This is her ex-husband.
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Vicky wast~t~there. We also went to another
brotherfs home and
Vicky anywhere.

but we couldn't find

B .....'t-.,.. Y LI..i.lS t:Lr.ce it

later. So Lieter took us back home. He said he would
like trying to get in touch with the police and finding~out
if anything had happened.

Q toll •....; o-nt'-'& - -b ~ CI did you before you left on the
12th, inforin Anneliese when you. were leaving?

A Yes, sir, v/e did. The' last time we saw her w~~sa

Friday, the 10th, and she knew at that time that we were
/

~eaving on the 12th.

~,TO, c'l'r' ~hQ a11'? ro+J. i:)., •._..(,,t._ u",... ~.

Q

A

,\l' ~1',...,..h-l-
.tl. .l. ••• t).u". Did she come to the airport with you?

Q Did she telephone you?
A She '~;l'01 '~ - ~ no~.
Q What flight did you.-- how did you travel back

to the United States?
A We returned on TWA, Tra.ns World Airlines,and

VIere on flight 709, We had f li.ght 763 from Frankfurt to

London and from London to Washington it was flight 709.
Q Tha.t was all T\'lA?

A Yes, a direct flight that goes
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straight through.
Q Can you te 11 the Court 'whether or not Anneliese

is working now?
A Yes, she is.

Q Will you tell the Court what sort of work she
is doing?

Yes, sir; she is working in a Teaseo. In
Germany a Teasco is a sidewa.lk sta.xid where thev sell

"
".lmos';- '::.uy+11-l?lo'
'"', ..••••.• "t> ••.•• fA.. ;.., J..J.J.-b? newspapers or soft drinks and in some

. Q Can you tell the Co~rt where she puts the child
She r:10~')11'J>C 1111'le"'1 s •...e '''o Jr,.. ..) "l."l-,',e second el"'l' ld a...•J.1e ..gt:>I".i1y".,hf. . W '4,;;' ,y .• ,J.l "'... .t. ,.•.;::, • _ ~ .•. _ ~ \.;; ,~ _

by Mr. Szemler, is it in a drry' care center?
A The child is in the Teasco with her all day.

THE COURT: This is the fourth child, the
eight month old?

TI:.r-c; tIT ITi\TE' S S " y,,~ s .:!J;' h •., ~_ .0,::;1, lr ~

stop how?
\1'D1 L"'.•.. G V""j"n'Y'-.l.OUl •. 0..•0 .•.t could we have a rest

THE COURT: We'll take time for a recess.
i. (Thereupon 1 a sho:rt recess was taken, after
:'

which the following proceedings were had.)
By"'n1\1.•.1" •
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Q You ha've testified that Anneliese knew when you

all were leaving.
A Yes.

AHCHER: r"h"" .'t t Q a" 1 T.!. a. ,"" .1. J. have, Your Honor.

Q CommanderClem.ents, you stated tha t when you

first met Anneliese, she was living on Anspacherstrasse,
is that correct?

A Yes.

~s tha.t?

J'

A That Y s welfa:ce housing.

Q Do you know 'where she lives now?

A I doni t recall the 118UUe of the street.

Q Does she live in the same place?
!A No, she does not.
Q Have you had an opportunity to observe where she

is now living?
A I have not.
Q When did you see her youngest child in a day

care center? You stated that her youngest child was kept
in a day care center.

A I did not.

I

I
I
I
I
~
f'
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Q What did you state about the youngest child?
I must have misunderstood YO'i.u.' test inlony .

A I said -- Mr. Archer asked tf she was working,
Anneliese; and I ,said, yes, Sb,8 was, and that it was in

the Teasco business, and I said the child was in the
Teasco with her. The child is not in a day care centero
The child is with her.

How are you aware that she is presently working?
A Through Elfriede.
Q Have you ever seen her work there?
A No, sir.
'Q Do you hil,ve any personal knowledge that she is

working therer personal knowledge; firsthand knowledge?
A No.

Q So your testimony is based on what someone'else
has told you?

A Yes, sir.
I have no further questions.

THE COURT: I have, a couple.
EXAHINATIOE BY 'THE COURT:

,

Q !' This present house you are living in1' how many
bedrooms do you have?

A Three1 sir.
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Q Who lives there besides your wife, Heidi and
yourself?

A No OUG else.
q Briefly, \vhatis your present financial condition?

Just briefly, what is your present financial condition?

:1'

i
~
!
!

I,
f,

I

A

Q

A

Q

My annual income is $17,919.30.
Are you buying this house you are living in?
Ves C l' .,~'" ,i::I.I. •

Are you buying an automobile, also?
A No, sir.

Okay. than the home with the mortgage and

the monthly payments, do you have any other monthly debt
like clothing Ol~ any other major debts?

A .Nothing other than some land. We have a piece
;.

of land that we are buying in Front Royal and that's $78
~, month.

l~THR CO'ur"?r.,~'.0' ml' I 11 I h_ .l.), ~ .Kay.' J. lal; S' a.: ave.

May I ask the Court whether or not
therets a report from the welfare commissioner in the file?

notice of that?
There is. Do you wan.t to take

Although it opposes the adopt.ioD,
r would want the court to ta.l-~enotice.
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THE COUHT: You're stipulating to the welfare

(

j
j

report?
MR. Yes.
THE COURT: You are not concurring with the

recomrnendations, but the factua.l part of the welfare report.

You may step down, sir.
HR. ARCHEI?: Wai.t a minute.

BY MH,. ARCHER:

Q 'i,Th..",J- a' .••.• oif ~,t. .•..;;;;.the benefits you receive or your family
would 'receive from your government service? Can you tell
us briefly?

A Yes, sir. Of course there is one particular

those with speech problems or something like that.

point worthy of notice and that is the medical benefits

progrwn in the military for handicapped children, such as
Heidi can receive. O"'e O',fhi, •. the benefits is the special

I
I
I
t
f

. Really the government will support up to 80
.. ' .,.; ..percent of any therapy required. Of course, there is

Medicare throughsthe service, too.
Q !. Is there

A No, sir; no denta.lcare for dependents unless
there is dental work ,,'lith a,nother problem such as a speech
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problem.
If it can be shown it is directly connected with

a [[Louth problern having to do with teeth or something, he

could take care of that.
Q Go ahead.
A fJ.no.' ;11 1-1-'.l.e '.j' ~.' , n= 4 ~~. even~ Oi my aeacn, lor exaJuple,

besides my wife and children as a matter of record, lIse
would receive with Heidi, I believe, it is $770 per month'
from the government while IYm in the military.

Q I have a. couple of documents I just
remembered;

I would like you to identify these documents.
(P" , • ~ d t"' , '""l.anQlug ocur[len s 'to wJ..-cness)

II
A (Witness examines documents) Yes, sir; These

are both documents that we completed in connection wj:th

bringing Heidi into "the United States for the i~nigration
service.

Q All right, sir. Are these th~ originals of
these documents?

A Yes.
,

Q :-Where did you obtain them?
A Both of these documents were obtained from the

immigration officer at the consulate in Frankfurt.
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identification if you will, Your Honor, six and

seven, is that
1.)el~'...if..l~o'J.1o,.1.•~VS exh•.l'bl'+s ~ix and coue~_. __ ~_ _." •.•~ ••.•_.< .,;..•.•••.•... \1 u.

Q \'ir C1e.'.i"u+s 'v',; Ie.!.&. ..t.. Jl"t:. c.. h' \,,14'-'4' v
C:rickenberger is looking

over those do~uments, is there any benefit provided by the
government for Heidj. if sh.e wa~l.ted to go to college?

A There are certain veterans\ benefits she would
be eligible for in the event of my death or something lil~e

that,.

Q I see.
A There is also a scholarship available for

daughters of na.val off leers, thi.s type of thing.

I have no objection t6 that.
THE COURT: rTl' .u.s IS e)jlibit six and seven and

they are adjnitted wit hout objection'.

(Ther'2'upon, the documents referred to a.bove

and 7, in Evidence.)
•
t.. BY MR. liRCHEH:

Q I would like you to read one part of this exhibit
seven HI"~ Clements, this part l"ight here and stUI't cut
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'a~e-.sc'''!''J..'b';nll -l-h~-' no J"'.l-i~~\!-:le bOt'" "'-ilhn-'-'it 1'.S._ ~ V' '" .to tAo • _ ") 1.' I 01'" US,:, ~L.'L L. .,..

A This is a document must fill out
in connection with filing a petition for immigration and
it reads:

IV In connection wi tIl your letter and/or

visa petition on form 1-600 concerning
the adoption of the adopted child it

't 1" •...••'. ""OU..t~~L j comply with the

J'

items checked below. 'Then return this

And a number or items are listed such a.s birth
certificate and the next to last one beiubO" irrevocable

~

release of the natural mother for the child's adoption by
,
you and your spouse and emigl"ut ion to the United States,

,1"f' t ~.:1~~•..•.Q~OP, ~".1.'011 ,"C' no.&. .al.' na 1•• L ':: «. _ .•.>::J'!'" ..l. ,I.,' •

required~
An English translation is

Q Now, did you present this to the iM~igration
service, the consent agreement that we have entered into
evidence?

A !' I did1 sir.

Q D-id t'ney L.•. accept.. this in satisfaction of these
i
requi~cements?
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A They did.

Q All right. Now} let me ask you one further
question, if I may.

Would you tell the Court whether or not you and
MJ."'s.Clements would have inst ituted adopt ion procedures

if Mrs. Anneliese Sebisch had indicated objections or
doubts before the adoption?

A . You mean prior to our lea.ving Germany?
Q Yes.

A Of course, that's rhet6rical. My reaction
woul~ have ~een to have gotten a lawyer right at the
time in Frankfurt and to have gone directly to the welfa,re

agencies and let the welfare --
Q This is not exactly what lim asking you. Let

me put it another \vay:

Would you tell the Court whether or not you
..

. would have' been p:....•ompted to proceed with taking custody

of Heidi and with instituting adoption procedures had
there been ,an affirmation by Anneliese of a willingness to
adoDt?.. ,

A ~Definitel~i,
"t-JiR". .\ TI.C"'''''.'R~\ . t";.J..\ ..t11:r : Thank you. That is all.

RECROSS



Q Just a question or two more, Crnrunander Clements.
On exhibit S~X, which is form FKG-22, that form

contains certain inform~'1tiori. Howwas that information

placed on that form? D:tl you furnish that i(nformation to

.someone, or did you type that up yourself or have someone
type it for you, and you gave them that information
~bout you and the child and so forth?

\vhere did that information come from?

Yes.

Take your time.
Give ;TLe a moment. I I 111 t:i'"ying to recall.

Do you type yourself?
Let me just ask you a few questions.Do you +Y'" '?

••.• );Ie.

(Witness reads document)

Is it possible you could have typed that?
I believe it was, but I cannot say definitely.
that Ird filled out a. nwnber or forms other than

A

,Q
, A, '

Q

,.

A

Q
, ,

A

I recall
this form. Per'haps I donf t remember specifica.lly typing

'this one.
!' After Ilse arri ved in Germany and prior to my

going over there, she mailed lue back a package of forms,
among them were thin.gs.such as commanding officeris
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security, salary, and things like tha.t a.nd I filled out a
mlJnber of them.

Q But either you typed it or you :furnished the
information.

A As I said, I don?t reca,ll for sure. I'may have

f'-illed '.I. ••....•. ~t cue.

Q Do you see anything on there that is incorrect,
let me ask you tha.t,' other tha,n. your salary which ma.y have

been changed since that time? Do you see anything that
1.5 incorrect at the time it Vias filled out?

A I.l.c .• • .I.appears co De correcc.
I,JR'J.'li • CR.ICICZNBEHGER. : No further questions.

Let me do you recall ,',

,If

receiving a revocation from Anneliese in the spring of 1970?
'THE WITi~ESS:

THE COURT: 'V/henwas that?

Trill WITIIfESS: It ,vas after' we had filed the

petition and we'd signed it. !vir. Trotter was the officer,
I recall. It was a week or tV,ro later, maybe later .

. ',' ,lvffi. ARCHER: Tha:t' s all I have, Your Honor. I

believe that revocation is in the file, but I donft know
whether thereis a letter with it. I would like to clarify
that point somewhat by introducing this letter.
I
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Would you identify that lette~ please?
(Handing document to witness)

Yes, sir; this is the letter that
we received signed by a.man by the name Herzsprung.

THE COURT: i'lhat' s the date of the letter?

The date here is 9-6-70. Normally
in German it goes by the day, the month and the year.

THE Co-ORT: Tha.t would be June 9, 1970.
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

.. THE COURT:
Would you ~eceive that revocation?
Is that the letter by which you

received a copy of the revocation?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE COURT: I cannot rule whether this even

crossed with the revocation documont, nor if it c~ne about
the same time, but I can okay it by that time.

Did you receive any other letter from Herzsprung?
THE WITNESS: I remember receiving one registered

letter that had a revocation.
That letter, does it say II. j"reg1.sterea

"
a.nything?

!.THECOURT: This is it here. So you' think this

is probably the wa.y you received a copy of the revocation?
THE WI1~ESS: I believe it was, yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Show it to Mro' Crickenberger.
(Document handed to Mr. Crickenberger)

No objection.
THE COURT: Number eigb;t. Any further questions?

(Thereupon, the docwnent referred to above
was marked Peti.tioner's Exhibit No.8, in
Evidence.)

111R. (j.•.RC:tl'R.T.~.. '1'1"at 's i'" \tour Liana"'".•.• • __ '. ..;.~~' ..••l" .!. ~ I.... .•• •

1'I1T,ECOUP"1: va n~y ~t ' - .••• j.. U J... :.:~'ep o.OWli, SIr.

(Witness excused)

ltR""'HER'•••'1.,( L.-A.L _ •. CI our ca.se, Your Honor ~ We

,
'i

understa.nd that Ivlr. Criclcenbel"'ger' s evidence consists of

the depositions.
THE COUI-\.T:The .usual procedure. is that the

petitioner rests and then we?ll see what he wants to offer
. as evidence.

You'!" nAilOr_ _ nUl. " the opponent is
not present in person and our case consists entirely of
documents which are In the. record and are to be introduced

into the record.
THE COURT: Tell us exactly what you want introduced.
},IR eDTCv'.,...., •.• ,•. """~f""-R.Vl. .I.\'_ .b...t.,.r\13~l{iJb. : First, we have here an



aii ida vi t regarding Tibor SzenlJ.er, a party opposed to this

order. I would like to introduce that affidavit.
MIL ARCHER: No objection.

THE COURT: This will be defendant's ex11ibi t on8

t
I
i
j

I
j

"j
1

I

(Thereupon, the document referred to above
and this will be the affidavit of Mr. Szemler.

I

Defendant's Exhibit No.1, in

Then for exhibit two which

0'

. we would like to ha:ve made a part of the record: th~3 ordex'

of 7 June 1971, signed by Judge Pohan, District Court of

Fl~a.nkfurt . That ~s an order and the trans la t 10'n1 and they

Iare not recorded, I don't believe.
THE COURT: Let me just make sure which one is

correct. This is just a translation of the District Court
certification.

ThatVsright.
THE COURT: This will be number two. 2A will be

the order and 2B will be the translation.
Any objection to defendant's exhibit two?

No, sir.
(Thereupon, the documents referred to above
were marked Defendant's Exhibit Nos. 2A and
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, . 2B~ in Evidence.)
n).~I.-TE COUP.,.T', 'h~ 1 tb ' h..... . r.~J,. ft_ 1~O\V, numoer "ree 18 w al, Slr(

:Number three, Your Honor,
will be the depositions optained in Germany. They a.re all

lumped together in one group, The:i."'8 were nine witnesses

.that testified. Wewould IjJ{e to make six of them our

witnesses for the puposes of our case.
THE COUR.T: All right.
MR. CRICKENBERGER: Mr. Szemler is number one

, h' ,f' b' 'l.r'l"ey. ;;;re tho e ,1.. t ...anti ~,,1.S WI" e IS num er two. .~, ~ l..wa pe' J..t: loners,

and ~'lr. Herzsprung, their la'\!yer, a.nd Mr. Kotzias was the

lawyer for Commander Clements, and lIse Baudy is the elex'k.

Now the witnesses we would like to present for
the defense or opposition a.re on pa.ge four of the

.~J

t' 1 J. 'ranS ..•.aclon.
the names.

You'll have to excuse my pronounciation of

Frau Gisela Pribusz.
THE COllET: Okay.

M."T{. CRICKENBERGEH,:And pa.gesix of the translation

is Frau lVIaria. Neuschutz.

i, Page fifteen of the tr~.nslation is Dezso Pribusz.

TI-P:;'COUP r.., •.1..1::.. h 1• Page fifteen . Sir, let me just first
get the one on page four, Frau Gisela. G-i-s-e-l-a and
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,.,

Pribusz is P-r-i -b-u-s.-z.

M,R. CRICKENBEHGER: ' And on page five is Frau

Irene Burckhardt, B-u-r-6-k-h-a-r-d-t.

164

,Page six is Frau 10.aria.Neuschutz, N-e-u~s-c-h-u-t-z.

And page fifteen is D-e-z-s-o P-r-i-b-u-s-z.
THE COURT:

)

~ill. And then on page seventeen is
Tibor Szernler.

T-i-b-o-r S-z-e-m-l-e-r.
Vill.CRIC~~NBERGER: And page twenty-one is

Annel~ese Szemler.
THE COURT: Are there any objections to the

depositions that have been offered by the defendant?
Ar~CEER: No,

MR. CRICKENBERGER: That~s our case.
THE COUH.T: Wha,t about the revocation?

I"ill. ARCHEH: The revocation, I think the German

attorney sent it directly to the court. It's in the file
soniewhere. I know there was.

THE COlJRT: I want to keep the record straight.
•• 1'

Your witness referred to it also as the revocation order,

of June 9, I believe.
1\'1R'. 11Rt'PTtR .• .l;. v ...L.- .•.•. I~m not offering the revocation.
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as part. of our case.
We would offer the revocation

'1""1.:r1';' f'\O"PRT'.••..u \" u _~ • I'll mark it defendant's exhibit
3A, the revocation, and 3B will be the translation. Does
that complete your case, sir?

sir, Your Honor.
.THE COURT: Are you going to rebut on some of

the rebuttal by way of depositions?
lim. ARCHER: Yes. How are the depositions to

. be referred to?
f'I"LTi{'~.u...• Let's just call them depositions.

_ ..~.,...CO"j,,",r-,
'l.lil!.< Ulti'.

Is that right, sir?
The defendant rests at this point.

Yes, sir.
~ffi. ARCHER: Your Honor, the other witnesses who

testified in the depositions would be our witnesses and
we would like to have those marked.

THE COURT: Do you have any objections?
~rn. CRICliliNDERGER: No objections.

'

I,' THR. Cf'v'TTRT.' S ... , . , n ~e OC'l' i- ;0"'" ~ '"'re.... ~ 0 t:ne remalnL g Q- P ,~ .1.-'" ~i::=; u

offered by the petitioner as
without objection.

of their case in chief,
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them or not'?

"\lp'~
..•• -'~, J

Do you want me to name

.THE COURT: Just for the record.
\!lD. ~Rep"",) .1 AJ. ~ ,l'",J. .•.•J.LJ.\. Frau Ursula, U-r-s-u-l-a, Huber,

H-u-b-e-r. Th~ltV s page two.

P . ."7'" '"age nIne IS hl~ae,
THE C01JRT: Oka.y.

Brand, 8-r-a-n-d.

\1D1u), • And Frieda lIse Sebisch, C" " h'j.)-e-O-l-S--C- ~

on page eleven.
THE COURT: Is that it, sir?

Yes, sir. For my rebuttal I will

call Mrs. Clements to the stand.

Thereupon

was reca.lled as a witness, and having been previously duly
'sworn, wa.s further examined Rnd testified as follows:

BY MR. ARCHER ~

Q Mrs. Clements, you remember that you are still

under oath.
. Mr. Cricl'i:enberger has just introduced the

deposition~ of Mrs. Neuschutz. Did you have any conversation

I
I
~

I
I
1
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with her, yourself, about Anneliese?
A Yes.

Q And the child Heidi?
A Yes.
Q Would you relate that conversation, please?
A c M.rs. Neuschutz told me while Anneliese was

sitting in the ,place and having a cup of coffee -- my
sister, Anneliese,- Mrs. Reuschutz and I -- Mrs. Neuschutz
told me that Mr. Szemler com,e a.lways E!Very night, SOT11etimes

,drunk, sometimes sober. One night Anneliese was at home
d - It"an he wrote whore

and in the doorway .
allover the door and in the hall

. THE COUHT: He wrote 'r whore" on whose door?

THE WITNESS: Yes, on Anneliese's door.
BY MR. ARCHER:

Q Did you and Mrs. Neuschutz discuss the adoption
'of Heidi?'

A Yes.

Q What did she say about the adoption?
~ffi. CRICl~NBERGER: 'VO.U1'" L'ono-.r.".4 J..J. . .J" J... , I object to this

line of quest ioning on rebuttal. I dont' t mind his asking

a~ything to tebut the testimony that has been directly
; ,

given in the depositions, but to go into other unrelated
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conversations with the witness here and getting her opinion
or her view of things, I donit think that should be dealt
with directly in the depositions. I think it is going a
bj.t far afield.

If Mr. Archer can relate to the portions of the
depositions he is trying to rebut, that may help.

THE COUET: On page six, are there any questions
relating to any of the particulars in that deposition?

Yes. Are you talking about the last
question?

THE COURT: Yes.
~R. ARCHER: I don't know if that does. Look

~t pa.ge seven.
, THE COURT: (Heading from deposition)

"Q Was the word 'adoption' ever mentioJ.1l2!d?'(.
. ,. ;~ She s$id that the child Petra

would go over for a year at
first. !l

And then it says, "1 as1;;. you again, was the
word~~adoption:" ever mentioned?"

. A • ,t ....• t!/i.nd the a.nswer IS, 1'10.

.,the one yea.r.
to me . I only knew of

I dOl1~t know what that means.
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.111.4'1. ARCHER: I dontt either.

THE COURT: Objection sustained.
A""' "'YJi""''''''•.oJ •••. "-1" 'J..t.V~A~.~ • My rebuttal is that Mrs . Neuschutz

knew about the adoption.
Well, I think it might be

allowed in a deposition. It says she did at the top of
page seven.

THE COUHT: Well, at the top of page seven:
"Q Did she sa.y that this adoption

"vas to be undertaken by the

Amel"'ican couple Clements?"

fill. CRICKENBERGEH: Yes.

THE COURT: I don7t see --
MR. ARCHER: (Interposing) Further on down:

Was the word 'adoption! ever
mentioned?

liA She said that the child Petra

would go over for a year at
first.

"Q I ask you again was the word
!adoption!ever mentioried?

"Not to me.-

THE COURT: The a.nswer is unintelligible. fir
: ; ".~ ~;: '.~ .'. ",'

.. ~;.-.. ':'"
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only knew of the one year. '\

I don't know what that means.
llHL ARCHER: The question at the top:

I!Q') Frau Neuschutz, did Frau
Szemler ever speak about an
adoption of Petra Sebisch to
you?

~tA She did, indeed."

TH"E CnvUD1,T'. \ T ., I' . ",. t . d' 1"_ ~;;e J. , yes, 1 C 1.8 men lone 1:lere.

MR. ARCHER: The second question, now on page
seven, about the middle of the page, the question is put
to Mrs. Neuschutz:

"QFrau Neuschutz, do you know .. 1

anything about family discord
between Frau a.nd Herr Szemler?"

BY MR.
Q I ask you, Mrs. Clements: did Mrs. Neuschutz

mention anything to you about family discord between
Mr. and Mrs. Szemler?

.A Yes~ she did. Mrs. Neuschutz say he come late
at nightiime' and then~they have argument together and
scream and fight and then the little girl screams and crys
and it takes them a long time to get her quieted down.



,." ;/" ~~:;:>:'<? .:~;
.: .1;.'.' ";;:

~"~;~~.~~~:~.~;.~~j~~~'

171

The next rnOJ:'ning he leaves. I asked 1\11"8.

l' IIJ.\feuschutz, Shouldn't you ha.ve a couple of men who Ii ve

on the floor to go up and tell him to leave?"
She says, "No, we would never tou.ch him. We

,11 d t' . h' 'tWl never 0 nonlng to 1m.
tVgun.

She says, .tHe ca.rries a

,I

,',,

When Mrs. Neuschutz told me about ,it r just had
to remember that he tried to get na.ughty with Monica, you
know, to have 'intercourse with MonieR, and then she say,
"'1+ I,.h' H'... was nOt." l.ng .

Then I told 1\11"8. Leichenste in about it, about

what Mrs. Neuschutz told me.
And I ask her, "Does he try with my niece, r.lonica?H

And Mrs. Leichenstein told me, yes, and something
about that Mrs. Sebisch was afraid to, talk because he
threatened. her with a gun. That's what Mrs. Leichenstein
said to me~

Q All rj~ght. On top of page eight , I refer to

Mr. Szemler taking care of the child.
Did Mrs. Neuschutz say anything to you about

} ,whether Qr not Mr. Szemler took care of the child?
A Mrs. Neuschutz, she told me -- she says he never

give Anneliese money, and she told me that he said he
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don't have to pay for the child, that Anneliese can go out
and work for her kid.

Q All right.
Neuschutz told me that.

A Well, she said, II T "1l.I'.",,,
t 1.1.,j don~t you throw him out if

he don't pay for the child?"
And Anneliese says, 'II can't understa.nd why he

clon~t pay. He told me' I can go to work. He said, 'I

don't have to Work for your kid. ,'I!

.•'

Q All right. Now, referring to the deposition of
Tibor Szemler on page seventeen.

'A Yes, sir.

Q The answer to that at the bottom of the page.
nA I love my child. I ~m in a.

position to take care of my
child both financially and
from the human point of view,
spiritually. I never agreed
to an adoption of my child. I
also did not know that the
couple Clements wanted to. take

i.
"

the child with them to America.
Ha.d I known this I would have

put a stop to it. ,r cannot
.~ '.... ".
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imagine that my wife ha.d

agreed to an adoption. We
loved our child very much and
we looksd after her very we11 ... "

I ask you, Mrs. Clements, if Mr. Szem1er knew
about the adoption, proper idoption, and that you all
were going to ta.ke Heddi. Did Hr. Szemler know? Did

he consent?
A He saw the consent, yes.
Q Ca.n you tell the Court his attitude?

A H . d ..ts'o 1 t,_H...e sal., wna ..-!

Q And when 'Na.S this?

A This was the 27th of March, Good Friday.
M1:LARCHEH: Your Honor, tha t would be I,irs.

Clements9 testimony in rebuttal.
Vie have som.8 litt Ie bit from the Szemler

.deposition on page seventeen and eighteen.
THE COURT: Okay.
BY' ~1R. ARCHER.:

Q I would ask you this with reference to the
question a;l1danswer at the bottom of page eighteen. 'Two

questions and two
"Q.)

answers,
Do you knowhow the couple
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Clements left?

174~

.,'

HA I only know this from wIlat I

have been told. I know that
my wifeYs brother, Rudi
Schnabel, said that he had
lent his car to the couple
Clements so that they could
arrive somewhere perhaps to
town. The exact destination
was unknOVll1~

HQ What happened then?
"A He got ba.ck h.is car about

eight days later through the
police. He was notified that
the car was left abandoned in
front of the American military
air base in Frankfurt and he
should come and fetch it.
This points to the probability
that the Clements left with
a military plane beca.use they

realized that they were doing
something illegal .. They were

afraid that the police would
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stop them at a. civil airport ... if

How did you and Mr. Clements actually leave for
the airport?

,.A We left a.nd went' to the airport'by taxi, an.d from
there waited for the plane to fly to London, and then
down'to \vashington t and we f levl som:3time in the morning r

8: 4.5, something like that.

Q At any t:ime did you borrow Rud:i Schnabel f scar?

A Yes. Rudi took us with his moving truck up to
Giessen to see his wife, so we could meet her and stay

. 'toverulgn . He had to go back to Frankfurt the next day

.to move some people and we were supposed to go back with
him. The people call to say they don't need moving truck.

So Rudf o.ave us his car Rnd we went in the car,. b

driving back to Frankfurt. He say he will pick it up
after we leave.

Q Where did you leav~ the car?
A We left it down close to.the PX in the hotel

parking lot. We sta~Ted in American hotel that night.'

He knows where it wa.s and he picked it up from. down there,
and we left the keys with the desk clerk. And it had a
German license a.nd \ve told the man the car would be picked

up.
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to '

Q Did you tell him in advance where you would
leave the CO","", ... , in advance of your taking the car?

A Yes. ,By broiher picked it up with his wife and

my sister. Rudi and his 'wife came do'wnfrom Giessen 'on

·the train. I\iy' sister, Elfriede, met them a.t the train

station and to ~.,...iC.l.~ up +t}0 cnr_ ~ l,t. '-' a.

You see, he got the car, he ha.ve a moving
company, so he have a truck too, he moves things.

That's all I have, Your Honor.

BY 1'-IH« CR I ClillNBER.GER :

Q when did Fra.u Neuschutz ta.lk to

~.

you about the adoption?
That was when I got down there. It was about

four or five days later when I was at my sister~s.
Q Would this be the year 1970?
A Yes, sir. f\ J- the .~"i me understand, all of ushl.. l.-. ,

was just ta 11-.: nrT We was just .A. It . I got my sister.• '",..l.. b. La ,t{lng.

to pick up two more pa.pers, get some work done, and when
I got to my sj.ste:cf s room, she wa.s not ill. I could hear

ther voice and I knocked on the door and she told me to
come in, and my sister and ivlrs. :;:Neuschutz~'and'..her husband

were having coffee.
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Q

A

left.
Q

A

Q

A

Have you talked to her since that time?
I talked to her ~ couple of more times before I

Have you talked ""ith her since April, 1970?

You mean after I left Germany?
Yes.
N '. '0, Sl.r.

QWere you aW:lre that her deposition was given in

1972? Have you
,seel1 11el~this

(!

A No~ I haven't seen her.
,Q youfre testifying then to what she told you.
A When I was there ovel'" two years ago, yes.

Q So you have no personal knowledge two years later,
is that correct or not? Is that right?

,'A I donVtunclerstand these questions, 'please.

Q Her testimony wa.s given this yearl several months

ago.
A Yes.
Q Now, it is my understanding that you're trying

to contr,adict that testimony based 011 your conversation

about.
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Q But you have no personal knowledge as to what
she may think about the situattol1 or/may know about the
situation right now, is that right?

A I don't know, sir.
Q You have never talked with her in the last two

years?
A

Q Did you meet Mr. Szemler in person when you were
over there?

A No, sir. I met him for the first time 'when he

showed up at our place.
Q You just testified that he consented and sa.id,

1ISo . 1 .?H.W1al: •

A' My niecG,l>1onica, come to my sister's place,
Elfriede and I was sitting in the room by myself when my
niece, Monica, come to me and told me that he said that.

Q Were you there?
A No, I was not there. My niece told me it the

first thing.
Q

A

Did you see --
"
'I. :. •.'~(Interposlng) I told --

THE COUHT: (Interposing) Just answer his
question.
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Q .Did you see him tell her or. C!'"'Y•••.•<:l , "So what"?
A .No, sir.

Q You did not see or hear him make any remarks
about it?

A No, sir.
Q You have no first hand..' knovlledge that he even

said it, is that right?
A No on' y 'f"1~,, .)~, . .i ,.!.lCi. L I heard. I do not know Mr. Szemler.

All I know is \vhen I met him how :rude he 'was and what I

heard: from people, and my brother was dOVIn there and was

with him.
Q You didnVt meet him until October, 1970?
A No, sir, I met him here.

'THE COIJRT: Anything further by way of rebuttal?

BY Ivffi. ARCHER:

Q . Anneliese mentioned to you abou.t an incident.
Will you tell us about it?

A Yes. I said something about, ."Does your boy

friend know?tt

And she said; IIHe IG1ows. about everything."

. : And then my mother and brother wa-sone evening

, .
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My brother r Diete:r, he works for a company, he

takes food to different restaurants and thingslikethato
He takes ,chicken and stuff down there.

ll{y mother and Dieter drove do'wnand Mr~;Szemlar

was down there too, and my sister told him right in front
of them, and she said to Heidi,

,. ~ dd "new mama. ana a nevI an., y.

f~ 1Youire going to have a

, rilleCRICKENBERGER: Your Honor, I have to object.
Shets testifying to what someone told her.

THE COURT: Sustained.
PR APCHER' That's ....11 You1'" Honor."'~.. n \. ~, ,.• 0., ,'_ •••

THE COURT: Anything further?

..
-'"

evidence.

...

.,

i
"

~ffi. CRIClffiNBERGER: Thn.tVs all the

" ,
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