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PET‘T!ON Courit File No. H -] LSS /

Commonwealth of Virginia f/

'IN THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE68% COUNTY OF

In re a Child under eighteen ycars of age, to wit:
]. CHILD'S NAME: .
MARY ANN CREVS . L-2-73 7 xF
4, CHILD'S ADDRESS: oo T e a ' .
C/0 Henry County Dept. of Social Services

5‘ FATHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS:

Robert Lee Crews, Deceased _ _ :
MOTHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Rt. 58E, right on 620, cross R.R., 3rd

Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson, house on right, Axton

2. DATE OF BIRTH: 3. AGE: SEX:

Henry County Dept. of Social Services, Betty Uooldrldge

8. SPOUSE OF JUVENILE AND ADDRESS:

. Q. OTHER(S) AND Aonqessmsn Empl: Doyle Ready Mlx or Rt. 5811‘ right on 620 .
_ Jesse D Richardson, cross R.R., 3rd house on right ’ 5 : ’
10. Child held in CUSTODY 3 Yes &l No

11. Place of Detention or Shelter Care
Date and Time Placed

12 Date and Time , ' 13 .
| °7" Taken into Custody ' * in Detention or Shelter Care
/ YA . m. / / - m

The -undersigned petitioner respcctfully r(.prcscnta to the Court to the best of ¥ix/her knowledge, 1rformatlon
and belief that the above named child is within the purvxcw of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court.

L.aw in that, within this & county, the thld
whose custody was granted to the Henry County Department of Social Services

11~ 28-78 requires placement in permanent custody with termination of

the paren'ts residual rights. 16.1-21 Al

The information in the following items is not known to the petitioner:

No. - ' - 001




WHEREFORE, your Petitioner prays: That proper process issue; That said child and the persons having
his/her custody and control be summoned to appear before this Court; and That this Court enter such orders and
judgemcents as the Court deems fit and proper in accordance with the Jaw and which will serve the purpose and
intent of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Law.

et July.. 3_]_’__']_9-8_()__-__; ___________ : | l-é__jgfd):; --Lkmecw \d&p

DATE PETITIONER'S SIGNIT!

e Henry County Dept. Social,Services

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS

Sworn and subseribed before me this ... 31st . day of .July N . 19..80. ..

...... %%ﬁ&%« -
| dlf\!TA)’/c/ 'a%é&fr’:n

00%




PETITION  Court File No. A’;}”/- IS~

Commonwesalth of Virginia

IN THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE QIR¥/COUNTY OF

oo BENRY oo seereenmsaseessimsatesaseemanaaamaen areetaesns
In re a Child undc‘r eighteen years of age, to wit:
1. CHILD'S NAME: . DATE OF BIRTH: 3‘ AGE: SEX:
PATRICIA LEE CREWS 8-6-77 2 K
4. CHILD'S ADDRESS: T ' °
- 'C/0 Henry County Dept Social Services '
5° FATHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS:
Robert Lee Crews, deceased .
6. MOTHER'S NAME AND ADORESS:
Hestelle Wilson Crews_Richardsaon, .See Mary Ann Crews.
7. GRADOAN/LEGAL CUSTODIAN RKXEHAKIXIOC RXBENI{KAND ADDRESS:
Henry County Dept. Social Services, Betty Wooldri dp‘a
8. SPOUSE OF JUVENILE AND ADDRESS: ‘
Q. OTHER(S) AND ADDRESS(ES): "'— -
- dJesse D R.lchardson, See Mary Ann Crews
10. Child held in CUSTODY O Yes £ No
11. Place of Detention or Shelter Care . . ' eeereenee
12 - Date and Time o 13 Date and Time Placed
" Takeninto Custody " in Detention or Shelter Care
/ ./ e ' / / ea? )

The undersigned petitioner respcctfully represents to the Court to the best of hgs¢her knowledge, information

and belief that the above named child is within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestlc Relations sttnct Court
L.aw in that, within thls’@@}/county. the child:

termlnajtlon of the parents residual rlghts" 16A.'L-?LYJ A}g

The information in the following items is riot known to the petitioner:

No. .

003




. WHEREFORE, your Petitioner prays: That
his/her custody and control be summoned to appear
Judgements as the Court deems fit and

intent of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Law. .

proper process issue; That said child and the persons having
- before this Court; and That this Court enter such orders and
proper in accordance with the Jaw and which will serve the purpose and

...........................................

PETITIONER'S NAME (PRINT OR TYPE) ‘

___'_P“@gl_zf_'_}.r._(z?ygfx"Dept. Sociall Services

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS -

Sworn and subscribed before me this ....... 31st.. day of .July...... ' 19..80

e %Mﬁ@%” |

i {TARE OFFICER

- TITLE - Cees
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X . o \,'l
PETITION Court File No. #27}/545‘3—

Commoanweuith of Virginla

IN THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE €EBY/COUNTY OF

In re a Child under eighteen years of age, to wit:
1. CRILD'S NAME:

ROSIE FAYE CREWS _ - 8-2-76 3 XF

4. CHILD'S ADDRESS:

C/0 Henry County Dept. Social Services

5. FATHER'S NAME ANO ADDRESS:

Robert Lee Crews, Deceased -
6. MOTHER'S NAME AND ADORESS:

Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson, See Mary Ann Crews
7. FSBERIDI/LEGAL CUSTODIAN OEXEERISNINEQEORMRENES AND ADORESS:
Henry County Dept. of Social Cervices, Betty ’Iooldrldge

8- SPOUSE OF JUVENILE AND ADDRESS:

2 OATE OF BIRTM: 3. AGE: SEX:

9' OTHER(S) AND ADDRESS(ES):

Jesse D. Richardson, See Mary Ann Crews
10. Child held in CUSTODY O Yes No

11. Place of Detention or Shelter Care
Date and Time Date and Time Placed

12. Taken into Custody 13. in Detention or Shelter Care
/ /- : — / / m

The undersigned petitioner rc;p(.ctfully represents to the Court to the best of kig/her knowledge, information
nd belicf that the above named child is within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court

Law in that, within this &&¥county, the child:

whose custody was granted to_the Henry. County. Depariment..of.-S06iak - -

Services 11-28-78 requires placement in permanent custodyuith

terminati_on of the parents residual rights. 16-1-2);1 Alzr

ne information in the ful lowing items is not known to the pc*tt.oncr
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No. ... ' ' |

his/her custody and:control be summoned to appear before this Court; and That this Court enter such orders and
judgements as the Court deems fit and proper in accordance with the Jaw and which will serve the purpose and
intent of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Law.

o T=31280. | O By Wenebddos)

DATE PETITIONER'S SIGNITURE

Betty Wooldridge -

WHEREFORE, your Petitioner prays: That proper process issue: That said child and the persons having

Swarn and subscribed before me this ....... 31st.. day of ... JULY. . 19..80...

fattes & _:_’:%1’” ......
INTAXE OFFICER

0C6




Form No. JC-4 (Law of 1950 L endments thereto) J u{ _ale Docket No.. BEJ-1L5L-1_ . .

COMMITMENT
| FOR ADOPTION
Virginia: . ,
In the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of ...AHel”-‘ly'.V County : ‘

WHEREAS, ; Patricia Lee Crews ,a v;'hite—colored (check) child or
_minor....—"}_..._.._y‘rears of age, born__August 6, | — 1_9 11, was on Nox}‘em‘oer i8’ ey 19 80 .
brought before rne, mgllSh 3 ord - _ Iudge—}‘tmctairhdge of the Juvenile and_
Domestic Relations Court of Henry Coun'tv Virginia, upon a petition in writing, v
verified by oath of __Betty ”001d1‘ld€e | - ‘wllxo is a probation offlcer—-law enforcement

' enry County Dept. of Social Services
offioer—-a repuwtable person, alleging that said chxld or minor comes within the purview of the Iuvenile '

and Domestic R_.elations Court law of 1950, and amendments thereto, in that seid child or minor did/is

is in need to have her custody placed in permanent custody with termination of the

varentd| residual rights. -

WHEREAS, The ‘provlslone of the Juvenile and Domestic Relati jons Court law of 1950, and amendments
thereto, have been duly comphed with 1n assuming ]urlsdxction of said child or minor:

Now, THEREI-‘ORE The Court havmg heard the evidence upon said petition and being of the opmxon
that the said child or minor comes within the purview of the aforementioned law doth so adjudicate,
and doth order that the said child or minor be committed and doth hereby commit said child or minor

to the Henry_County Depar.tment of Social Services

an agency approved by the State Board of Welfare and Institutions for the care, etc., of children.

It further appearing to the Court from proper studies heretofore made that it is for the child's best
interest and that of the State that the child be separated permanently from its .. parents_...., the Court
. doth so adjudicate and the said agency shall be free to make permanent plens for the adoption of saxd
child. : :

— 19.80...
%L fsear]

APPEALZD NOTED BY HESTTLLE V. CREWS RICHARDSON (/ "~ Judger ASETAE] AAGEOCTN0K

Given undier my hand and seal, this..__.;.L&Ib..;._

uvenile a omestic Relauon.s. Court.

T 07




Form Ho.. IC-4 (Law of 19503‘:' sendments thereto) . Ju( “le Docket Not.HJrthS'rl.. .

v

. COMMITMENT
FOR ADOPTION

Virginia: o Henry County
Int the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of ... v —

WHEREAS, . Merv Ann Crews | : ,a white—-colored .(check) child or
minor......._years of age, born ppril 2, - 19 7? , wag on November 18, , 19. '_Q__,
brought before me, J. Enzlish Ford'_- —— Iudge—Abséé“ia‘!'éD@ﬁége of the Iuventle and
‘Domesné Relations Cou rt of Henry :(,‘_oi.g;ltv o s Virginia, upon a petitton in wrtttng’;l‘j*»j- ,

vertiled by oath of__Betty Wooldridze __ wholsa probatxon offxcer—law enforcement' e
: : Henry County Dept. of Social .aerxrlceo ,

: Aoffioer—a reputable person, allegxng that said child or mmor ‘comes withm the purview of the Iuventle '1

and Domesttc Relations Court law of 1950, and amendments thereto, in that said chiId or mtnor did/ls‘;‘

is in neea to ha.ve her cueuodw nlaced in nermanent custody with temnatlon of

.. the parentd res:.dua.l r:.gh’cs.

WHEREAS, The proviaxons of the Iuvenile and Domestic Relations Court law of 1950, and amendments L
 thereto, have been duly complied with in assuming )urisdxction of said child or minor: . T

NoOw, THEREFORE, The Court having heard the evidence upon said petltion and being of the opmion
that the said child or minor comes within the purview of the aforementioned law doth so adjudicate,
and doth order that the said child or minor be committed and doth hereby commit said child or minor

to the Henxy:County Department of Social Sexvices

an agency approved by the State Board of Welfare and Institutions for the care, etc., of children.

- It further appearing to the Court from proper studies heretofore made that it is for the child’s best - ‘
interest and that of the State that the child be separated permanently from its .. ...parents..., the Court
doth so adjudicate and the said agency shall be tree to make permanent plans for the adoptxon of said -

child.
Given under my hand and seal, this _18th day gember : 19 80

“ : ) judg Assoctate\-}udgéu
'APPRALED NOTED BY HESTELLE V. CREWS RICHj S Fuvenile and Domestic Relations: Court.

[SEAL]

/ﬂ'-— 008




Form No. IC-4 (Law of 1950.8 N rendments thereto) Juy le Docket No... FT—]_) £3-1
COMMITMENT
FOR ADOPTION

Virginia: |
In the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of ... Henry County

Wmus.i Bosie Faye Crevs , a white—colored (check) child or
L _

years of age, born

minor tugzust 2, 19 76 , was on November 18, , 19 80.-’

brought before e, En.g'11 sh_Tord » Judge—AgyortatecJudyge of the Juvenile and

Domestic Relatlons Court of
Betty \’ooldrld,ge

Henry Cou.nty , Virginia, upon a petition in writing, »

'verif_ied by oath of . , who is a probation officér-_—law enforcement k
. .‘offic'er—a repui:able person, alleging that said child or minor comes within the purview of ‘the Iuvanilé
and Domestic Relations Court law of 1950, and amendments thereto, in that sald child or inino: did/is

is 1n peed to ‘have her custody plc.ced in permanent custody vith termination of

the pa.rents. res.x_dua.l rights.

WHEREAS, The provisions of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court law of 1950, and amendments
thereto, have been duly complied with in assuming jurisdiction of said child or minor:

1 ) . . =% L - ’
Now, THEREFORE, The Court having heard the evidence upon said petition and being of the opinion
that the said child or minor comes within the purview of the aforementioned law doth so adjudicate,
and doth order that the saxd child or minor be committed and doth hereby commit saxd child or minor

'S r
to the Henry: County Den.:rtment of Social Services

an agency approved by the State Board of Welfare and Institutions for the care, etc., of children.

It further appearing to the Court from proper studies heretofore made that it is for the child’s best
interest and that of the State that the child be separated permanently from its .. .parents.. ..., the Court
doth so adjudicate and the sa1d agency shall be free to make permanent plans for the adoption of said

ch{ ld
18th

day of s fernber

//@/ﬂ/z %zp ]
\

Judger~Associatefudgesooc
Juvenile and’ Domestic Relations Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this

APPEAT, MOTED BY|HESTELLE Y. CREJS RICHARDSON

/. -

009




NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 15th day.of January,
1981 at 11:00 o'clock a.m. or as soon thereafter as counsel
may be heard, I shall move this Court in the chambers of the
Honoraéle Frank I. Richardson, Jr., Judge, Martinsville
Municiﬁal Buildiﬁg, Maftinsville, Virginia, for ehtry of an
Order JWarding me custody of my infant children, namely;

Mary Ann Crews, Rosie Faye Crews and Patricia Faye Crews.

This the 25th day of November, 1980.

HESTELLE CREWS RICHARDSON

Counsel

Fred D. Smith, Jr.
218 East Main Street

Martinsville, Virginia 24112

CERTIFICATE

' ' A true copy of the foregoing Notice was mailed this 25th
day of November, 1980 to Mr. L. Dale McGhee, P.0. Drawer C,
Bassett, Virginia, 24054, counsel for Henry County Department of
Social Services. '

1
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ORDER

i 257

B T DT S P
~ On November 18, 1980, the Henry County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court terminated the residual parental
rights of Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson, natural mother
of Mary;Ann Crews, Patricia Lee Crews and Rosie FaYe.Crews,
and placed.permanent~custody of said infants to the Henry
County ﬁepartment of Social Services, with full right and
authority to place the children for adoption and consent
theretoJ This order was appealed by the mother. On
January 15, 1981, the mothef, Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson
appeared in persen and by counsel, Fred D. Smith; the petitio-
ner, Henfy County Department of Social Services was represented
by counsel, L. Dale McGhee; and the infant children were re-
presented by counsel, R. Reid Young, III.

After hearing the evidence ore tenus and reviewing
the record in this cause, the Ceurt doth find by clear and
convincing evidence that Mary Ann Crews, Patricia Lee Crews,
and Rosig Faye Crews, are neglected children; that it is
in the best inferest of said children for the residual. paren-
tal rights of Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson to be terminated;
that the neglect suffered by these children presents a
substantial threat to their life, health and development, and
it is no& reasonebly likely that the conditions which resulted

in such neglect can be substantially corrected or eliminated as
|

. o011




allow the children's safe return to their mother; that the
mother has not responded to or followed through with appropriate,
available, and reasonable rehabilitative efforts on the part of
social, medical, mental health, or other rehabilitative'ageﬁcies
designe@ to reduce, eliminate, and prevent the neglect of the
childreﬁ, and the best interest of the children would be the
termination of the residual parental rights of Hestelle Wilson
Crews Richardson, it is ’ |
ORDERED that any and all residual parental rights of
Hestelle Wilson Crews Richardson in and to the three children
be and the same are hereby permanently terminated.

. It is further ORDERED thatbthe legal custody of the
infant éhildren, Mary Ann Crews, Rosie Faye Crews, and Patricia
Lee Creﬁs be and the same is hereby vested in the Department of
Social Services for the county of Henry'with full rights and
authority to place the children for adéption and consent thereto.

The objection and exceptioné of Hestelle Wilson Crews
Richardson, made by her attorney, as being contrary to the law
and eviéence and the other objeétions and exceptions as set

forth in the record are noted.

| | ENTER: 4/23/ &/
' Judge -
Entry req ?

. Dale McGhce
Counsel for Petitioner ()1;3




Seen'By:

,f ; - N
- A - — -
s i . - :
AT // / // _,/" e

R Reid Young, III
Counsel for, Mary ‘Ann Crews

Seen and objected to:

/%fW

red D. Smit

Counsel f Respon ent //vw
‘ Loty
l
]
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ASSIGNMENT OF ERROR

The Trial Court erred in entering -its' Judgment
order granting the Department permanent custody of the
infarzlt children and terminating residual ‘parental rights
of the Appellanﬁ in that the Department failed to meet
_its b,;urden of proof under Section 16.1-283(B) or Section
16.1-283(C) of the Code of Virginia.

i
i

1

014




VS:

in the above styled case,

APPEAFRANCES

VIRGINI4: 1IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HENRY COUNTY

HENRY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

HESTELLE CREWS RICHARDSON

Transcript of incidents and evidence in hearing

said hearing held in the Chambers of the Circuit Courtroom

of the City of Martinsville, on January 15, 1981.

Mr. L. Dale McGhee
Law Offices Philpott & McGhee
Bassett, Virginia

Mr. Fred D. Smith
Attorney at Law
Martinsville, Virginia

Mr. R. Reid Young, III

Law Offices Young, Kiser, Haskins,

Gregory & Young, Ltd.
Martinsville, Virginia

015

heard before The Honorable Frank I.

Richardson, Jr., Judge of the Circuit Court of Henry County,

Mann,




l |
Betty Anderson ,
Direct Examination - Mr. McGhee
Cross-Examination - Mr. Smith
Examination by Mr. Young
Questions by The Court
Hestelle Crews Richardson
Qirect Examination - Mr. Smith
Cross-Examination - Mr. McGhee
Examination by Mr. Young
Re-cross examination - Mr. McGhee
"Questions by The Court
Redirect Examination - Mr. Smith
Jesse Richardson v
Direct Examination - Mr. Smith
" Cross-Examination - Mr. McGhee
?uestions by The Court
Closing Argument - Mr. McGhee
'Clésing Argument - Mr. Smith
Cl?sing Argument - Mr. Young

Thé Court

|
|
|

1 016




IN;CHAMBERS:
(Witnesses are called and sworn.)
THE COURT: Mr. McGhee, this is the
Hestelle Crews;Richardson Case?
MR. McGHEE: Yes sir.
THE COURT: Which involves three children?
MR. MEGHEE: Yes sir.
THE COURT: Do yéuvwant to give me a.
summary of your position or just go
ahead with the evidence?
MR. McGHEE: I think it's pretty well set out in the
divorce. We asked ---
| - : ‘ THE COURT: Tell me what specific
i | _ grounds you intend'to seek?
Are you proceeding under more than one?
MR. McGHEE: 1t wéuld be under 283(b) Item C anrd
also (c¢). Also, under G, basically the position is tha;
th; children were originally placed with the Henry County
Department of Social Services for neglect and abuse and since
that time, the parent has not - plan was prepared by the
De%artment and the parent has not made progress toward
complying with it in order that the.children can be returned
anh due to the time, involving the age of these children, it
ié the Department's position now to terminate the parental

rights of the mother because of the failure to make any
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progress toward correcting the conditions that would permit

the children to be returned to the home. Mrs. Anderson has
prepared a report. Mrs. Anderéon, if you would just‘triefly
run through this case from tte point that cuétody was
:

awérded.

The first witness, BETTY ANDERSON, having been duly
sworn, testified as follows: |

DIRECT EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. McGHEE

A. We received temporary custody of Rosie Fayé Crews
and Patricia Leé Crews on November 28, 1978 and then got
cugtody of Mary Ann Crews on November 39th, 1978; And, since
that time I've been working with the mother in a chance to
return the kids back to her. Fbr a period of time she did
real well, she worked really hard, was trying to get the.kids
baé¢k. December of 1979 she was in a situétion where we were
feéling'very confident that she would get the kids back and
thén following that sﬁe showed no interest from December to
May. We had no contact with her. December of :79 to May
of '80. Several attempts were made to try and get in touch

with her and there was no response. Appointments, she did

write one letter, she said, 'Please schedule me an appointment',

which I did. I notified her of that and she did not keep
that appointment. And, between May and this time I have

let Mrs. Richardson know that we were going to have to make

018




some other plans for the children if she could not'provide a

plin because they were really iﬁ need of permanence at this
lpoint in time. In the meantime she has married Mr. Richardson
an& we also have a lot of confluence abéut his ability in
~parenting. He was preViously married énd there's some questicn
abéut whether there was a divorce from that first wife. He

also has some type of nervous disorder which we are a little

concerned about. We don't know how that may affect his parenting

ability. And, their renting situation at this time is a concernm
i
to us.

} Q. What the basis of the original placement

bygthe Court with the Department?

A. We received a call froﬁ the emergency room at
thé hospital stating that they had a child who was severely .
brﬁised and we went to investigate. Mrs. Crews, at that time,
Mré. Creys gave us several different stories as to how the
bruises had gotten on the child, and we couldn't pinpéint what
th; cause had been, so we fequésted emergency custody at that
ti@e and the children were removed on that date. We later were
told, it was in the office, two other workers were told that
Raymond Crews, who was her brother-in-law that she was presently

living with had put the bruises on the children, and he was

later convicted of that charge, charge of child abuse.

vt .-

Q. I believe you have scme photographs?

A. Yes, sir.

049




MR. SMITH: I object to the photographs. There's

no ailegations this mother placed.any of this on this child,
and khere's no evidence of that and I object to the introduction.
THE COURT: 1 o§errule the objection.
I feel like théy were in her custody
at the time that this wés done to
them, so I wculd like to see them _
for whatever value they are. (The
Court views photographs.)
All right.
Q. Mrs. Anderson, I believe ydu also have some
up'to date or current, recent, photographs of these children?

A. Yes>sir.

Q. Where is Mrs. Crews or Mrs. Richardson now

_residing?
f A. Her present home is out toward Irisburg, the home
there is jointiy owned by ﬁr. Richardson and his brother,
I pnderstand. It's a four room house. The& have one room set
up:for the children if the éhildren we;é to be returned, which
haS tﬁree beds. 1It's a small space but the four rooms are
a&équate space. Our concern,lthere's no running water,
nd plumbing and an out house is in the back. Mrs. Richardson
has éaid that she thinks she will be able to work with that
situation but we're a little-uncertain of that, with no
T

running water to bathe the children.

020




Q. Since the time that the children have been with
the Department, has she made any contribution toward\their
support? |

§ A. No.support has been paidf' She was ordered at
one time to put the children on her insurance policy when
sheiwas employed at American and she only remained at that
job3severél months, as I recall.

Q. Where is she employed now?

A. She's not presently employed.

Q. Do you know when she was last employed?

A. From October, 1979 to January 22, 1980 she
was employed at American Furniture.

Q. The father of the childrer you indicated was
deceased?

A That's correct.

Q. In other words he was a victim of a homicide?

A. Yes, he was killed by Mrs. Richardson's brother,
_Archie Wilson. |

Q. How long ago had this been befofé she moved in
with this brother-in-law?

" A. I'm not really suf;;of the period of time.
Q. At thé time the Deﬁartment was awarded custody

of the children, who was living in the house with them, other

than the mother and the children and her brother-in-law?
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-y

A. That was it. They were in a trailer, with the
brother-in-law, Mrs. Crews and the three children.

Q. Now, what plan did you prepare to work at that

time with Mrs. Crews to return the children to her custody?

A. We explained what needed to be done, get a suitable
home and how to provide for thevchildren finaﬁcially, as well
as learning some parenting ékills, that we felt like maybe
she:needed some help with. We made resources available to her
which we:had which were counseling, she was to report to the

Virjginia Employment Commission, Vocational Rehab. was discussed,

~she went through some mental health counseling, was referred
to the Virginia Legal Aid for assistance with the legal problems

she was having getting the children, she was referred to the

Health Department, was also referred to adult educatibn
classes and rental assistance to helé her in iocating a place.l
MR. SMITH:' Where did this break down?
A. December of '79 apparently something occurred
that apparently became more important or kept her from being
in_touph with our agency to further these plané.
| Q. When‘did you ‘hear from her again?
A. May of 1980, would have been e
! . Q. During that period did she wvisit wiﬁh the children?
A

No sir.

(R<




the plan you prescribed until December of 19797

Q.

children?

A.

MR. McGHEE: Answer questions for Mr. Smith

CROSS-EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. SMITH

Q.

A.

Q.
May?

A.

Q.

proceedings to terminate parental rights?

A.

Had no contact either with you or with the

No sir.

You've indicated Mrs. Richardson complied with

Yes sir.

And you have no contact with her until April or

That's correct.

And that's about the time‘you all were instituting

This is when they began discussing it with

Mrs. Richardson.

A.

It was several months following that we continued to let

have to pursue unless she could show that she was legitimately

concerned and willing to provide and she did not do that during

I don't even have the exact date with me.

tbat period of time.

Q.

without transportation, without means -to make 'phone calls

during that period of time due to a change in her living

arrangements?

Did she.make it known to you all that she was

Q. What was the date you all filed your petition?

Mrs. Richardson know that this was the plan we were going to
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A. Three, she telephoned in May - I'm not sure

I uhderstand your question.
Q. In December of 1979 to May- of 19807

A. She stated that in the ‘past hearing but we felt

she could have gotten in touch by telephone oTr letter, she did

get in touch by telephone in April. We felt that she should

have made. some effort to contact the Department.

MR. SMITH: That's all the questions I have at this

time.
QUESTIONS BY R. REID YOUNG, IIT-

; j Q. Mrs. Anderson, isn't it true that Patricia, the

youngest child had a severe problem at one time for failure

to thrive or inability to thrive?
A. Yes sir.

Q. And that the Public Health Nurse worked with

Mts. Crews at that time in efforts to show her, or give her a

séhedule on which the children would be better fed and better

cared for?

A. Yes sir, she worked with them real closely.

for a period of time and the child was finally put into the

hospital in Charlottesville, prior to that she had

any weight and had not made any progress since February lst
dnd they felt there were problems within the home.

MR. SMITH: I object to that. I want to object 10
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to

| of this. The Public Health Nurse is not here to testify

any of this. This is not included in the report.

'A. She was supposed to be here. I called and

she was subpoenaed, but there was some confusion with the

subpoenas getting to Pittsylvania County.

THE COURT: 1I'll sustain the objection
at this point.

Q. Did Mrs. Richardson ever indicate to you that

she wanted someone else to care for t-e children?

A.. She has related to me that if she could not

~ geit the children who she would not want to have them. She has

dilscussed that with me.

Q. When the allegation of child abusevwés made,

ign't it true that Mrs. Richardson at first denied to you having

any knowledge of what happened to Patricia, the youngest child

that was abused?

de

Mx

A. Through an'agency represéntative she did. She
nied.knoWing what the causes were.

MRS. SMITH: I object to that. -Representation wasn't
ide to Mrs. Anderson, that's hearsay.

Q. Did she ever make any statement to you,

s. Anderson, as to who inflicted these bruises on the child?
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A, Yes sir, she told me that Raymond Crews

did.

Q. Did she indfcate tov you anything thavt she
did to prevent this frém occurring:or what she did to

‘

algleviate this problem that e‘xisted within the trailer?

A. She was aware that the bruises were there
aﬁd that it had occurred.

Q. How was Patricia -~ Patricia is the child
in} the picture that you're holding right there?
A, Yes.
Q. How old was she at the time fhese bruises
"were inflicted?
! | A, One.‘

Q. One year old?
A. Uh-huh. One and sevgral_m‘ént_hs, one and

three months. |

Q. '.Since the Court, or Depa‘rtment of Social
Se;rvices received placement what has been the reaction
ofgthe children when they have seen their mother?

A. The children pfeviously were extremely
_,upiset by visitation. There were temper tantrums,
ex‘ce.ss'ive crying for several days, regressing with
begdwetting. The most recent visit following the Ccurt

Hearing we did arrange a visit for the ch-ildren with the

mother. This was December 4 0f 1980. The children,

(026




e,épecially Patricia, did not recognize their mother at first. }

The older child_did. Tbere was no reaction in leaving.
Tf»xe- children did not get upset, _di_d. not react. They
eﬁjoyed their visit. They had a nice day playing in
t};e park, but they were not upset upon leaving. There
was no bedwetting or the previous problems.

Q. Would you relate to the Court the p'résent
environment that these children have?

MR. SMITH: That's irrelevant. The present

fdster home, what the condition there is, is ir.réleva.nt
to this prqc.'ee”ding-.

‘ MR. YOUNG: I respectively submit that it is

a very relevant question. What the Court i.s looking at
i; what is in the best interest of these ch»ildren in
liéght of all the attenuating circumstances.

i

MR. SMITH: The agency can't make any

guarantee where these chilldren are going to be.

| THE COURT: It's all right for her
to tell what she observed. The
difference in the children before
~and now. |

A. Well, I have pictures of the children at

present if that is of interest to the Court, for what

that's worth. Mary Ann, the oldest child, has adjusted
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exf%tremely well and she is a very good student in school.

Rvo_v.sie Crkews is in dayqare. She has also ad»ju\svted-

exiremely well.

| THE COUV'RT:I What wals the oldest

child's, Mary Ann's, school record
before placement in the foster home?

A, She was not enrolled in school before this

~-because she would have been in kindergarten. It would

ha‘ve be_en at the beginning of her scﬁooling.

" THE COURT: She wasn't enrolled
bec.aus;e she wasn't old enough or
because =---

A. I think that's correct. .I'm not certain.

! THE COURT: She was‘born in ‘7‘3,>
that would make her seven years old
now and you've had her for two years.

~All right.

MR. YOUNG: I have-no further questions.

THE COURT: You testified that you
have some question .abou't the present
marriage arrangement between "Mr. |
Richardson and the mother of the children
What isl that situation?

A, Our agency records indicate that Mr.
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| , S ,
Rijchardson was previously married to two women. The

first being Va Mabei Powell; the second being a i.illie
Wagne_r. Our records of Lillie Wa.g;ner show that --
thiere is a letter.stating that shé ;Nas never legally
married to Mr, Richardsqn becausevthere was no divorce
for Mabel Powell.
Mr. Richardson has been unable to show us
otherwise.
MR. SMITH: Your Honor, I object to th_at. It's
a fburden on the department to prove this marfiage is
itlegal .
THE COURT: We have en_ough pre-
sumption an.yway. Do you know that
they are married? Do they have a
marriage lice_nse?
A, T_hey havev a marriage license,
THE COURT: All right. You stated
that Mr..' Richardsén has some mental
, proble"rrix'.‘.
A. A nervous disé*f'f':der. I've written the Veterans
Administration; I've not_gott-,”en any.information back con-
cerning that.

THE COURT: Well, just tell me as

much as you can about what you know
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about his condition or what you
have observéd of him durin‘g thié
| period of time?
A. Only that he has beenAextremely nervous
at tnnes; and that the pressufe of three children that
agle could be a little too much for him to handle. I
really don% know.
THE COURT: Well, what does: he
do? Does he work, stay at home -~
‘what? |
A, He's employed at Doyle but hé'svhdd an
acbident and the time I have had exﬁosure with him he
hajs been out of wérk due to an injﬁry that he réceived.
THE COURT: 1Is he providing support
.for his wife?
A. I'm assuming so.
THE COURT: And how has the mother ’
presented to you how she would
support these children ifshe héd them?
A. Mr. Richardson would help with that'and the
chiildren draw Social Security benefits from their father's
delath, and she feels that with that extra amount éfxnoney
‘she would be -able to support the children.
THE CCHIRT: What has been her rea-

soning for not . being able to work
3
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while the Department has had the

children?
A. She states she's been unable to locate employ-
ment. | | |
THE COURT: Do you know if she's
tried? |
A. i think she has tried up to é point, but then
the last several months I'm not certain. In the past I know
that she did.
- THE COURT: ALl right, that's all
the questions I have. I do want to
ask one other thing: You testified
that the youngesﬁ child, Patricia,
you found signs of abuse. Did you find
; any signs of abuse on the other two }
| children?

A. Only signs of neglect, not signs of physical

abuse.

THE COURT: All right, tell me what
you consider neglect aﬁd what you
found. o |
A. The children were very dirty. It was November,
it was very cold that day, the children were not properly

clothed. There are pictures to show that I think
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within that group. Théy were hungry. When we 'pi'cked

up; Mary Crews she had nbt eaten, she stated that she
w¢_s very hungry; and they had no. stable living situation
at? that time. These ax;e- the things that we would con-
si;der neglect.
| THE COURT: This is the time that
she was living with her brother-in-
| - law?
A. Yes,.
THE COURT: All right. Do you have
anythi‘nvg else? .A
"RECROSS ,EXAMINAT'ION - QUESTIONS BY MR. SMITH
| Q. At thi‘s point and berhaps for some period
ofi; time you don't have any information to lead ?ou to
beTlieve that Mrs. Richardson has any p_roble'm wi»th the
Cxi'ews family ? |
A, She requested they have no contact with
thje children. I know that there is stilli a problem
thjere'for.sure, a c;onflict.
_ Q. Well, .if they are ever togéther . Vbut as long
asﬁt they are separate there's no prbblem?
. A. Idon't know that I can really answer that.
i .

j Q. Well, the Department has involved the

Réymond Crews in the allegation that he abused the
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c;h%ildren and Mrs. Richardson has indicated to the De-
partment that he did strike the chi}d, Patricia; Did

the Department have any information at all that Mrs.

prgoblem with the Crews®' and is now out of that family
1 . .

Crews has now, or Mrs. Richardson has now solved the
|
situation and away from it? ‘
|
|

o lA. That much is settled but ‘our‘concern is notA -—-
Q. I just want you to answer my question: You

don't have any concerns at all about the Crews' family

be?i‘ng'any problem to Mrs.. Ridhardson at this‘pc-aint?

A, Not at 'the present.

MR. SMITH: That's 21l I have.

MR. McGHEE: We Rest.in Chief.

MR. SMITH: I'd like to make a Motion at this

ti:me to strike the evidence of the Department. The

C(E)unsel for the Department indicated they were relying

OI';. 16.1~-283 Paragraph C the gist of which is that the

pairents have failed to comply with the plan for a period

Of% 12 'months. Mrs. Anderson has testified in response

to my question Mrs. Richardson compliéd in her viéw

w'ith all the reque.sts of the DAe:partment when the time

of the temporary custody in November of 1978 through

December of 1979, that she had apparently been working

tolwards and in compliance with that effort for a period
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"

rithin; well.within one month in excess of 12 months.

Ehey have not born their burden of proving the 12 mpnth lag
that the Statute requires. Their evidence is wholly
lacking in that point. For that feaéon their petition to

terminate the parental rights must be stricken.

THE COURT: My recollection of the

evidence, Mr. Smith, is that she
complied fairly well up to that 3
f‘ , | ~ point, and then from December, '79

? o , to May she completely abandoned the

) _ | _ children, dropped out of sight, did

; o not call, contact; and any plan that
she may have been under or any net
results that Wbuld be positive for taking
l ‘ | care of these children‘were abandoned

I "~ at that point. I don't really see that
i | . your Motion has substance, so I'll
overrule it.

| 'MR. SMITH: All right, sir. We'd like the Record
i :
'to reflect our exception and objection to the Court's ruling
' in that the Department has not shown the requisite period of

time for failure to~comp1y with the plan.
THE COURT: All right. You do agree

that they took charge of the children
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sometime in November of '787?

MR, SMITH: Yes sir.

\

The next witness, HESTELLE CREWS RICHARDSON,

having been duly sworn, testified'as' follows:

are here

DIRECT EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. SMITH
Cé. You are ﬁestelle Cfews Richardson? |
A, Yes sir.

Q. How old .are you, Mrs. Richardson?

A. Twenty-six. |

Q. You are thz mother of these children we
today aboﬁt?

A, Yes sir.‘

Q. How 61d were you when you got married?
A, Eighteen.

Q. How far did you go in .school?

A. I went to the 4th grade. |

Q. Did health problems prevent you from finish-

ing school or attending school?

A. Well, I was sick when I was growing up.
Q. But you can read and write?
A. Yes sir, I can read and writ.e.
Q. Now who did you marry when you were 187
A. Robzart Lee Crews.
Q. When was your first child born?
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A, I don't remember.

I was almost 19.
Q. Where did you all live, Mrs., Crews, when

you all were married?

A, We li.ved in a traile‘r'beside his momma and

ddddy.

Q. Did you live in that trailer the whole time

you were married?

A. No sir.
Q. Where did you live after that?

A. He took me home to Momma and he went

home to his momma.

Q. Was that just,some marital problvems';‘ you all

were having?
|

. A. No sir, he just didn't work and his davddy
i

ran him out of the trailer.

ta

H

th

Q. He didn't work?

A, No sir.-

Q. 'During the period of time you were married

» him how much did he work?

A. Well, he worked over a year at Martinsville

ospital. In other places he worked maybe a week or

ree or four days and then he'd quit.

Q. Were you working during this period of time?

A. No sir, he wouldn't let me work.
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| . Q. ‘VVhatvwere you doing?
A _Ibwas at momma's with the children.
Q. Homrlong»were you'all married before he
was klilled"_?'
A, It aidn'tlad& many months being six years.
Q. How did you all get along?
A, Not good at all.
Q. Did you work any during the time that.
you were married}and up until the time that he was kiiled?
| A, No sir, |
j Q. You had never worked any public work to that
ﬂoint?
A. No sir.
'Q. You stayed at home and looked after these
ahildren?
A;_ Yes sir.
Q. What happened after he got killed?
A. Well, his momma and them told me I could
qtay‘with her. |
Q. VVheré Were>y§p and the children staying
&hen he got killed? -
5 A. Atmoﬁma%.

Q. Your mother's?

A. Yes.
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Q. Where was he staying at the time he got

killed?.
| A, Well, he was with his: momma .
i . Q. How long had he bee1:1 without doing any
work at the time he was killed?
A. A year.
Q. After his death did you continue to‘iive
at your mother's?
| A, Well, I stayed with his mother for a couple
days and then I went back to my momma because thevy
was fussing at the children so I took them and went
back to my momma's . |
Q. Who was fussing at the chiid-ren?
A, Mostly his daddy.
Q. Your father-in-law?
A. Yes sir.
Q. Now how did things go when you got back
to your mother's?
A, Well, we got along good.
Q. How long ciid you stay af your mother's?
A, I stayed with momma about three or four
months.,
Q. And did ybu go somewhere else after that?

A, Yes sir, that's when me and my brother-in-

latw rented this trailer on °58 coming into Martinsville.
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Q. Why did you stop living at your'r.nother's?
A. Well, it was cold and we didn't have no |
heat. I slept on the floor with the children.

Q. Did the children have a place to sleep at

your mother's?

A, Yes sir, ‘they had.a place on th'e floor on
a %p_allet with me. | |
; Q. How did you get involvéd with your brother-
in?-‘law? |
.A. Well, he kept coming out, said he was
go:fing to hel'p me.get a job and get my li‘cben.s‘e.
Q. Your driver's license?

A. Yes sir, and that's how I got involved with

Q. What happened when yvouvwent to the trailer
wiith your brother-in-law? |

. A. Well, IV was working‘ then ---

Q. Where did you get work?

A, Over here at Nationwide Homes.

Q. Who helped you get that job?

A, He did. |

Q. All right, go ahead.

| A. We got along good. He got along good with

the children, and my sistér, my older sister, she was
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" babysitting and then when she quit babysitting I had to
quit work, and then that's when all of it started. He
come in from work -- after I quit w'lork he didn't like thev
children around.

Q. What happened to the way he got along with
the‘children after you quit work? What would he do?v

A.. Well, he got along gooci with them till i.t‘
come time to eat and he thought the c.hildren were
supposed to eat as much as he did, and that's when he
beat the Iittle baby for not eating.

Q. That's when you took her.to the emergency
room ?

.A. Yes sir.

Q. All right, up until the problem with him
beating the little child how long had you been with your
brother-in-law then?

A, I had been with him six or seven months.

Q. All righf, of course whén you took the child
to the hospital then -—.did you do that?

A. Yes sir_, I took her.

Q. How long was that after your brother-in-
laiw had béaten the child?

A, Well, he beat her that night.

Q. So you took her straight on to the doctor?
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A. Well, I stayed up with her all that night.
After vhe left that morning I asked the man that we
retnted from to take me up thefe, and I took her to the
erfnergency room.
| Q. That's when you lost the children?

A, Yes sir.

Q.  That day?

A. Yes sir.

Q. What happened aftervyou lost your children?
A. We moved.

Q. Where ciid you move to?

A. We moved to a trailer in Ridgeway.

Q. Still with your brother-in-law?

A. Yes.
Q. Okavy.
A. Then they took him into Court and he pulled

40 days in jail -- not quite 40.

1 Q. Was that Court sentencing for beating the

A. Yes sir. Then when he got out I told him to
go his way a‘nd I'd go mine, that I didn't want to have no
more to do with him.

' Q. What happene;i when you told him that?

A. He went home and he came back, and we
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w;':ls at the store and that's when he started shooting at
me
i Q. Because you told him:-“you didn't want to
have anymore to do with him?
1 A. Yes,.
Q. What happened after the shooting incident?
A, Well, they“took him i.nto Court, but before
we took him to Court he came back and he shot seven
times at the house becauée I wouldn't go back to him‘.
Q. All right, where did you start living after ---
A, Well, I stayed with my momma some and
tﬁen I stayed with my oldesf sister some.

Q. When were youvablle to get Raymond Crews
a?vay fr4om you -- when was the.las‘t time you had any,
céntact with him‘or he bothered you?

"A. It's been a long time. I seen him day
béiafore yesterday in Crourt. |
| Q. In Court? |
: A. Yes sir, I testified against him. They gave
| T
him four months.
| Q. What was that for?
A. That was for breakihg his parole.

; Q. Was he on probation for the shooting incident?

! A. Theygave him two years probation for beating
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the baby and then he broke his parole because after he

gcét ouf'of jail before his 40 days for beating the baby,
he shot into the car. He was still on probation then.
Q. Was it your car he shot into?
A, No.:sir.
Q. Whose car was it? Your husband's, Mr.
_Ri_chard.son's?
A, Yes sir._
Q. When did you and Mr. Richardson get
married? |
A. We were married March 2. We've been ‘
: N |
married two years this coming Marcvh.
| Q. That was in 19797
‘ A. Yes sir.
Q. Now your présent husband, Mr. Ricvhardson,
héd some trouble with the Crews® -~ didn't he?
' A, Yes sir.
[ Q. And he served some time over a. shooting
irﬁcidént with the Crewses?
“ A, Ye; sir.
Q. Now I'm going to ask you some questions
'aki>out the time of your involvement with Mrs. Anderson
a'rild the Department of Social Service: What contacts did

,yc_f)u have with the Department, what did they ask you to’
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do‘% and what did you do? Just describe for Judge
Richardson everything that happened between you and
thfe Department of Social Services.:

A. Well, she advised mé to get a job.

Q. What did you do about that?

A. For awhile I did have a job.
1 Q. Where did you get a job?
A, I worked at American.

Q. How long -did you work there?
A. Well, I went there (about the last of Septe}n-
ber and I got fired in January.
Q. This would have been in '797
‘ A, Yes sir. |
THE COURT: You were working where?
A. At the Amefican Furniture Factory. | |
Q. 'What. hapbened, why did ‘you‘lose your job
th:ere?
A. Well, my mother-in-law by my first marriage
képt us 1n and out of Cour.t' with them, and then Mrs.
Aﬁderson, she left a nofe at the door that I should con-

tact her that there was something wrong with the children,

|
{

that something had happened and she needed to talk to
mé so I laid out of work the next day to call her and I

ceilled them and that's when she told me that one of the
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children had got ahold of some matches and had set
thj?e house'on fire. |
| Q. That was at the fost.e.f home she was stay.ing
a'&? |
<‘. A, Yes sir. When I went in to work the next
day the bo§5man didn't even tell me they fired me, he
jﬁst mo’tioﬁed for me to go back downstairs.
Q.‘ Okay, and you had been laid off then?
A, Yes sir..

!

Q. What was the first public job that you hadl

i
ever had -- was that after you lost your children?
' A, Yevs sir.
Q. And where was that? Was that at American?
A. The American.
K Q. Havc; yvou worked anywhere other tha-n
American since you lost yo._ur children?

A, I worked over at Gravely Furniture.

Q. When was th‘éit? Dd you recall when that
was that you worked?_

A, Idon't remeﬂlrvrr'b"f_er now what - month, but it was
la st year. "

Q. 'Wa's it before ér'after you worked at the

American?

A, It was after.
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Q. How long did you work there?
A. I worked for about two weeks.
Q. What happened to you;- job-at Gravely's ?_
A, Well,' my husband, hé was out sick =-- | |
Q. That's Mr, Richardson?
A, Yes sir, and then I had‘to go down to the
Bank for him and I went by and told the bossman I had
to go, and he said I wasn't there 30 days to make.
déductions and he was going to let me go 'cause if I
’w;ézs going to work I was goi'ng. to.stay there.
Q. .Sj.nce then have you been staying at your
h bm e in Irisburg:? |
A, Yes sir.

Q. What kind of home do you all have there?

1
|

‘ A. We have four rooms. I have two beds in
|
one room and one bed in the other room. I have a

kitchen and a living room.

1
i

Q. I don't believe you all have any running
water yet?

A. No sir , but we haul our Watex;. I've got
a;n outhouse. We have a big building in the back.
Q. What do you use that buildi»ng‘ for?
A, Well, we just store furnifuré énd stuff in it

Q. Can you look after the children there?
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A, Yes sir, I feel like I can.

Q. ‘Who looked after those children When they
were’with you?
| A, Iloéked afterthenl.f
‘ Q. Did Mr. Crews =-- what kind of relationship
did he have with the children? I'm talking about your
husband that was killed,

A.' He didn't know them that well,

Q. Do your children know Mr. Richardson?

A, Yes sir.

E Q. How did they get to know him?
A, Well, they met him at momma's one night.
They stayed down‘there when my sister kept them.

Q. This was affer your husband was killed?

A. Yes sir. |

Q. Do they get along all right with him?

A, As far as when I was with them and when
they was around him.-

Q. Mrs. Richardson, what did you tell the
Deﬁartment about how the Ehild that was_bruised got
in that condition?

A.‘ Well, at first I told them that she fell

down.

Q. Why did you tell them that?
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Q. Now I want to ask you what happened

beétheen December of '79 till about May. This is
'thle period of time Mrs. Anderson was telling u.s'about
her losing contact with you.‘ Tell\the Judge what was
géi‘ng on then and why did that happen.
| A, Th;a reason I couldn't get to see her, 1

di%dn't have no way.

Q. Why didn't you have a way?

A, Well, my sister and them ran around, they
'aliways hadvtime_to go where they wanted to go or they
w;anted me to watch their children while they went to
Téwn and 'come back, and she never would have time to
taike me and she wouldn't lend me her car. .Bvérytime
I Ewould ‘go to borrow a phone from somebody they'd'
say I'd run their bill up and I wasn't working and I
wéouldn't pay. for it. But most of the times whem I
called them it was a long distance phone calls and
I wa sn't able tAo pay the bill and I did make some long
diésta,nce phone calls.

| Q. During this period of time ?

A.__ Yes sir.

Q. To th_e Department?

A. I called them when --- It was when the béby
you know, set the house on fire. I made avlong distance

pflone call to her then. : 0a8
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Q. Was this during the period of time that Mrs.
Anderson was t}a"lking about that there wasn't any contact
between you and her or the Departﬁent?

A, No sir, .I'm sorry. I:didn'-.t call then be-
caéuse the phone bills had come where I did call her
ar;d I couldn't péy them and they wouldn't let me use
it.

Q. Now Mrs. Anderson indicated that you sent
a ‘lettef some time during this period of time?

A. Yes sir, I sent her a letter. |

Q. What did you say in your letter to the
Department? |

A. 1Idid tell them that I had had some trouble
and I would like for her to méke me an appbintment.

Q. Okay, and did you go in to see her then?

A. No sir., my sister wouldn't take me. She
let on like she didn't have no gas and the car wouldn't
crank.

‘ Q. When did you and Mr. Richardson start
staying in your home down in Irisburg?-

A. We went down there in the Fall.

Q. Of 1980, this past year?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Was this after he finished serving some time?
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A, YesA sir.

Q. Except for his health have you all been_v
geﬁtting along all right down_there?:

A. Yes sir.. "

Q. I believe he's down with the flu today, but
hé's here -- 1is that right? - |

A. Yes sir.

Q. ‘Do you know of énything the Department
ééked’ you to do that you didn't try your best to do?

A, There. wasn't nothing that they didn't ask
that I didn't try to do.

| Q. Did lthe_y ask you to go to the Health Center?

A. Yes sir, and I went.

Q. Did they ask you to go to the Health
]D:epartment? | | |

A, Yes sir.

Q. Did you go to the Health Department?

A. No vsir, I didn't go over there.

Q. You've testified about the work you were
able to get. Where else did they as'k-you to go to that
yOu.reéall? | |

A. Well, she asked me to go to the Virginia
Employm.ent place for them to help me get a job, but

f had a guaranteed job at the American so I didn't feel
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like I needed to do that.

Q. Where else did they ask you to go and what
things did they ask you to do? :

A. One other place.

Q. Was that the Rehabilitation?

A. Yes sir, but I asked her to set me up an
appointment but I had a problem.

Q. Of course, the. visits are listed here that
you visited the children: January, Fe.bruary of last year,
1979; April, May, July, August and December. It appears
the time the agency had no contact was January 22 of
1980 until April 8 of 1980. January -~ was that when you
got laid off at Gravely?

| A. No, that was American.
Q. Amer_ican, okay.

MR. SMITH: That's all the gquestions I have of

Mﬁs. Richardson.
CROSS EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR, McGHEE
Q. You're 26 ye.ars of age?
A, Yes sir.
Q. And you've worked atl both American and
Gravely?
A. Yes sir.

Q. And you worked how long at American?
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A, Almost four months.
Q. You worked two weeks, you say, at

Gravely?

! A, Yes sir,
f Q. These places indicated that when you are
scgnheduled to work they expecrt you to be the.r‘e? |
A, Yes sir.
Q. When were you and Mr. Riéhardson married?
A, We were married March 2, '79.
Q. March of '79 -- yoﬁ've been married almost

two years?

A, Yes sir.

Q. And did you live from that time, from the

tiime you were married -- March of '79 up until now withA him
% A, 'Yes_ sir.
: Q. Where did you all live?
; A. We live over on Irisburg Road.

' Q. When were you in vPittsylvania County ?

A. That's when we was riding.td work'with

myi' sister. We stayed with them on the weekdays and

went home on the weekends. |

Q. You indicated he served a little time?‘

A, Yes sir. 052

Q. Do you recall when that was?
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A, '79 1 f_hink.

Q. After you were married?

A, Yes sir.

Q. Who did you live witﬁ whi.le he was serving
time?

A. I stayed with my momma an.d my siste‘r.

Q. Well, didri"t you get back with Raymond?
Was it Raymond.?

A. Yes sir.

Q. For the Recofd,_ although Mr. Smith has
been over this -= in 1978 you viSited with your children,
or_.at least some of .them, on five different occasions ?V

| A, Yes sir.
| Q. Then from January until April or May they
didn't hear anything from you. Why were you during that
period of time?

A, I was at my momma's.

Q. Was that when your husband was pulling
ti;me ? |
A, Yes sir.

Q. . Where does your mother iive?
A, .She lived at Price Fork the-n..
Q. Where?

A. It's Cascade.
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P
‘ | Q. And who was living in thét house then?
1 A, With my ‘momm.a?
Q. Xes.
A. My brother and my other two sisters.
| Q. Do they work?
l A, My sister works at American.'
i Q. Does your brother and other sister work?
\
Hdw old are they?
f A, My brother is 20-some and my younger
]
si%ster is 14.
( Q. All right, your brother that's 20-some. -~

i doles he work ?

A. Well, he works on motors and things.

, Q. Does your mother work?
A, No sir.

Q. After the children were taken you indicated
that you continued to live with Raymond?

A, Y¥Yes sir.

—— Q. At the time you and your husband , Mr.
Rikchardson, married did you know.what 'his marital

status was at that time?

li A, 'Yes, I knew that he had been ma‘rried before.
' Q. Did you know whether he was still married
atﬂthe time that you married him? _
ig 54
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Q. Did you sece him frequently?

A. Yes, I'd see him.

Q. Did he bring you to t-iqe agency or drive you
to the agency to éee the children?

A. Yes sir, him and his momma took me and
was trying to get Mrs. Anderson to let us see the
childfen.

Q. In fact Mrs. Richardson, you did testify
un‘der oath that the way your youngest child, Patricia,
sustained these bruises was because she fell repeatedvly
do;wn on a concrete wall?

A. Yes sir, I said that.

Q. And that was the_ position that Raymond
Cr:'ews took ?

A, Yes sir.

Q. You answered Mr. Smith's question that
.yofu took the children,after Raymond had beaten the
child;en, you took Patri'cAiav to the hospital. You didn't
take her 'to the hospital bescause of t-he'ge bruises, did.
you ? |

A. Yes sir, I dicjl'..

Q. You took her because she had a bad coldv?

A. Well, she had a cold and she was running

a fever, | &__"'5



Q. And wasn't it Dr. French that saw ---

A. Dr. Bing.

Q. Dr. Bing - and they later called in Dr. French,
did they not?

A. I don't know who all they called. I know it
wa% a whole lot there.

| Q. In fact, your relationship with Réymond Crews.-

yoﬁ'never testified againét him until after he had been
convicted of the child abuse - isn't thaf an accurate statement?

A. Yes sir.
Are you afraid of him at the present time?
No sir, I'm not afraid of him.
Why aren't you afraid of him now?
Well, I don't need to be.

Why is that, Maam?

» 0 » o P 0

‘Well, I said that when he comes back around
trying to start trouble there's people that can pick him
up.

Q. Couldﬁ't these same people have picked him
up when your husband was in jail?

A. Well, they didh't'have a warfant out.

Q. What is your husband's present medical or

mental condition? Do you know?
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A. I do know that he gets all nervous sometimes.

Ever_ybody does that.

Q. Isn't it true thét in the two year\s that you've
béen married -- or it'll be two ye‘érs in March -- iSn't it |
tr-'u‘e that you've only lived with your husband for approxi=-
mately three months?

| A. I've lived with him longer than that.

Q. How much of that time would you say that
you have lived with him?

A, »Eight'or nine months, probably.

Q. Did I understand you tcz say that you were
working at either American oOr Gravély Furniture during
January of 19807 |

A. No sir, I worked at Gravely in September
of 1980.

Q. Wasn't this during the period of time that
You. had little, if any, co-ntacf with youf children?

A. No sir, this was last year that I wor];ed
at Gravely's.

Q. All right, was it Decembgr until May of
fhis year, December of 1980 until -~ 't'hat couldn't be
right. Was it December of 1979 until May of 1980 --
yvas that the period of time that you didn't -~ and you
‘wevre working during that period of time at one of those
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two places -~ were you not?

A, I was working at.the American.

Q. Didn't you have acce;’s to a telephone
there?

A, I called Mrs. Anderson from work sometimes.

Q. Did yoﬁ make any requests d'uring that period
of time to see your children?

A, Well, 4she only-set ap_pointments up for me
to come in énd see her when I worked at the American.

Q. My question, ma'arﬁ is: Did you make any
re,iquests to see your children during that period of time?

A, .Well, we'd talk about if when I'd go in to |
sée her. | |

Q. Can you give Judge Richardson an idea of
wﬁyryou didn't see your children during that four or
five month period?

A. Yes sir. If you don't havé no way to go,
you cannot go. If you don't have a phone, you can't
'céll because there: ain't nobody goiﬁg'to leﬁd you one
to% run the_ir phone bill up.

Q. Isn't itrtrue, Mrs. Rich-ardson.,'that Mrs.
Aqderson and other memvbers of the Department of Sociai
Sérvices on more than one occasion offered to provide

transportation for you?
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A. No sir, they did not come to Pittsylvania

Cc;)unbty and 'get me and‘ bring me to_Henry Couni:y..

Q. When you lived. in Hg'nry County didn't
thiey offer to do it?

A.. Ilived in Pittsylvanvia County thlé I
wc?rked at American. |

| Q. At any point in time did they offer to -
briovide transpoftation for you? |

A, No sir, I went to Court one day to put thel'
children down on my insurance and Mrs. Anderson took
mé from theé O,oiu’r.thoﬁse.;ba?ck to Amarican because I
walked from the A-mérican up Town. i

Q.' What was your daughter;s problem, Patricia's
problem why she wouldn't grow or she wasn't thrivbing
w-ﬁlile she was under your custody and control?

A, Well, she would drink milk some and she
would eat some buf she wouldn't eat that muclh. She
w&ﬁld spit it back up and she .would.n't eat 1t

| Q. Do you know what was wrong with her?

A, No .sir, I didn't know what.was wrong.

Q. How long did that condition persist?

Al. Well, I took her to the Danv_illeHospitlal
when she'was about four months old and they kept her

in there a week and then they sent her to Charlottesville..
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Q. She was 15 months old at the time she

was femoved from your custody, was she not?

A. Yes. |

Q. So this condition existed for 1l months or more
% than 11 months? |
"A. Well, she stayed in the hospital in Charlottesville
 for a month.

Q. The last time you saw your children in 1979,
" December of '79, ish't it true that the Departmént of.
lSocial Services took the children to Pittsylvania County
to see you then? |

| A. Novsiru Well, they brought the children down
December 27 to visit me - for Christmas.and I took them
back.

Q. That was my question, ma'am. Isn't it true ---
you testified before that they didnft make any offer to
provide transportation =---

A. That was for the children.

Q. But they brought the children to you, didn't they?

A. Yes sir, but I brought them back to the
agency.

Q. Did you make any request that that

arrangement be done at any time? That they bring the children

.60




to you since you didn't have tran.spbrtation?

A. Well, for a long time I élways did it at

\ _ _
"Mrs. Anderson'’s office and then I"'d meet her at the

church.

Q. Would it be a fair statement to say that
chJu did not make that request? |

A, Yes sir.

i Q. Whose idea was it in December of 1979 to
bfing the children to visit with you in Pittsylvaﬁia
C_ounty?

i A. Well, I asked Mrs. Ancierson could I keep
tl%_em for Christmas, Christmas Day, and she said that
s{he'd make me a visit for the children to visit me after
C‘hristn.las Davy. |

| Q. How long did you go the the mental hygiene
cfrlinic here in .Martinsville? How many visits ciid you
hga've with them?

A. I don't remembar how many visits I kept.

; | Q. Would there be more than five or less than
f;ive?

| A. Probably about four or five times.

Q. Did you miss any appointments that were
sécheduled for you?

A, Yes sir, I think I‘missed some.
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Q. Have you had any assistance or any

guidance in the care for your childﬁren from anﬂr agency
or;any particuiar pefson since the.’children were taken
fr@m you?

A. Me and Mrs, Anderson talked about it some.
I don't'remember the name of it, but there was some
pl-:ace that ‘she was.talking about and I told her I would
go, would be glad to go to thelclass. | |

Q. Did you go?

A. I ai‘n't had no appointment.

Q. How has your financial situation improved
.si_nce the children have been faken from you?

| A, What’bwas that again?

Q. Has your vfinancial situation improved>
si;nc'e the _childfen were taken from you?

A, Well, avs far as the money goes the only
méney we have coming in Ais my husband working and‘ his
VA check.

| Q. It's true that the Department of Social
Sérviceé receives the Social Security a'llotment that
the children have? Is your husband a disabled veteran?
A, He's 40 percent disablied.

Q. Is it service connected?

A, Yes Sir.
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Q. How much money does he receive _movnthly

frlom.the government?
A. He gets $15>3.00.
Q. Ha.s he received any workmen's compensation
or‘ unemployment now? |
A, He's back at work.
Q. Did you know that?
A. Yes, I knew he was back at work.
Q. How long has he been working?
! A. He's. been working ever since just about
that he got out of the hospital. He's been out for
about a month.
Q. When did he go back to work?
A, Well, he'wés working the last time we
was in Court. |
Q. Did I understand you to say earlier that
he had been off because he had been sick? |
A, Well, he Was out in the hospital in Sept-embe‘r
and he was out in O_cto-_b.e_r and then h.e went back to work.
Q. In Octobex;ﬂ?'.z_, |

A. About the laét of October.

Q. And he's worked ever since then?
A. Yes sir.

Q. Okay, I'm sorry I misunderstood you. Do
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you know why your children would get upset when you
w{)uld have your visits during the period of time that
th;ey have been removed from yOur.JCustody?

A, Yes sir, they asked fo go home with me
and wondered why they couldn'’t go home with me .

Q. Did you know that they had had a problem
We?ttihg the bed and that they cried a great deal?

A, Yesv.

Q. Why doesn't Mary Ann, your oldest

d'aiughter, why doesn't she like Mr. Richardson?

A. As far as I know she d‘o'es like him.
Q. Has §he ever had any broblems with him?
A. No sir.
Q. Has she ever expressed to you that she
did not like Mr. Richardson?
A, No sir.
MR. YOUNG: That's all the questions I have.
RECROSS EXAMIN.ATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. McGHEE
Q. Mrs. Richardson, prior to moving to Henry
County you were in Pittsylvania County?

: A, Yes sir.

Q. Is‘it true that the agency there had repeated

contact with you from September 22, 1977 until after you.

had moved to Henry County?
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A. Yes sir.

(. This was repeated - the basis of those
contacts were repeated neglect of the chi1dren_before your
husband died?

A. Yes sif, I would, sometimes I would proﬁ the
baby's bottle up while I was doing something for the other onme.

Q. 'Up until your husband's death the children were._
ﬂot properly fed?

| | A. No sir.

Q. Now apparently after your husband's death the
éhildreﬁ stayed with a Mary Toney?

| A. Toney..

Q. And who is she?

A. That's my oldest sister.

Q. Where were you when she was keeping the child-
ren? |

A. I was working at Nationwide Homes.

Q. Where were you living? |

A I was living with my momma. .

Q Where does your.sister live? "

A. She lived mext door.

MR. McGHEE: That's all.

QUESTIONS BY R. REID YOUNG, IIT

Q. Didn't I understand you to say that the only
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puéblic jobs that you had ever had was after the childfen
had been taken from you and they were with American
ana Gravely?

A. Yes, he asked whberev-was I working when
Maélry Toney kei)t the children. I‘worked at Nationwide.

Q. Ha‘ve you worked anywhére _ofh-:*:r thaﬁ |
Naitionwide, American andvGr"avely?

A, No sir.

Q. What was the reason for your termination
orf why did you quit at.Nationwide?

A. She didn't want to. keep the children no
lopger. |

| MR. YOUNG: All right.
T REDIRECT EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. SMITH

Q. I just have one follow-up duestion, Mrs.
Ri_échardson: Mr. McGhee asked you about various involve-
ménts of thé Pittsylvania County Department of Social
Sérvice and the -He‘alth Department. He asked you the
gquestion: Up until the time Mr. Crews' deéth, the
cﬁildren were not properly fed, ana you said yes. Did
ydu understand him differently? Are you saying tha'.t
ur_jltil your husband died.the children weren't fed or
properly féd? |

A. No éir, I didn't understand what he said.
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What I'm saying is they were fed, but momma wasn't

working, there wasn't nobody working and .morﬂma didn't
really have that much and we just had a little bit.

Q. You and your rhomma? |
j A, Yes sir, and my husband before he died he
dvidn't do :anything for them.

Q. As a matter of fact even after the death of
your husbqnd the Department there contiﬁued to have
cojnta'ct with you then?

A. No sir, the only way they see the children
was wheﬁ my sister Mary kept them and they went up to .
visit her.

MR. SMITH: All right.

THE' COURT: At the time you were
living with your brother-in-law,

; - Raymond Crews, you 'said this youngest
child was beaten by him. What did
he do to her?

A, He just took her out of her chair and he
turned her over his lap and he just bea1£ her.

THE COURT: What did he beat her
with?

A, With his hand.

THE COURT: And where were you at

that time? 067




A. I was scared. I was standing there looking

at him, and I grabbed the other two children.
THE COURT: Now; why were you
living with hiﬁ at this time?
A. Well, at the time when I first met him and he
‘ sgarted talking to me ﬁe was real nice. He was helping with
'tﬁe children. He took very good care of the children.
THE COURT: Mr. Smith asked you
did you have any other place to live
at_that time, did you?
A. No sir.
THE COURT: Where was your mother?
A. Well, she lived déwn in West Fork and they
émly had four rooms.
THE COURT: Well, you lived there beférev
and you lived there after ---
didn't you?

f A. Yes, but I was working and the children were .
getting some Social Security. They just started drawing
it, that's the reason why I left there.

THE COURT: What about your older
sisteré
‘A. Well, she only had four rooms and she had

1
two little boys, and her husband was with her at the time.
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THE COURT: Well, when you left
Crews, where did you go?

|

|

;’ A. The agency had got th,é' children then.

| : N

i THE COURT: And where did you go?

: : A, We rented a trailer.
THE COURT: Who did you live with.
there?

A. Me and him was still together until after-

wards when he was tried and then I went back to momma's.

| . .
§ THE COURT: All right, and you heard

|
' Mrs. Anderson testify that she ob-
served that the children were dirty

and théir clothes weren't -- didn't

have clean clothes and that kind of

k thing. What are your comments‘on that?
| A. Well, the children had been playing right

'

bJafore I had gotten them ready. The children did have

c[lean clothes.

THE COURT: And how would you propose
to take care of these children now?
A. Well, I feel like I can take care of them.
THE COURT: Well, how much money
do you have to help support them?

_I
|
l
i
|
k A. Well, we have what money my husband makes.
| 69
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THE COURT: How much is that?

A, He gets $153.00 from his VA check and he
w@rks at Doyle Réady-Mix and he _éeté paid there every
week. | |

THE COURT: And what is his take-
home pay?
i A. Well, he brings home around $130.00 or
mére every week, when there ain't no short time.
THE COURT: And if they're on short
time how rﬁuch does he get?

A. He brings home around $§100.00.

THE COURT: Is he on short time or
reguiar time now?

A, He's on short time now,.

THE COURT: How long has he been
on the short time?

A, They just started this week.

THE COURT: The‘ Department said that

they started telling you in May of
1980 that if you did.:no't comply with
their requirements on‘meeting their
plans and so forth and getting a job
and providing adequate housing that

they were thinking about petitioning
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the Court vto take permanent custody
of these children. What dici you do
when they star.t;ed teiling you about
that? |
A. Well, I had been looking for a 'job. I look
foir one every time I come up Town. I go in the same
places I had checked in, and I haven't come up with a
job but I do have a house which it don't have runniir;g
water and it don't a bath in it, but it's warm >and it's
cl;ean.
THE COURT: Héw do you heat it?
: , A.v We hgat with wood. | | | |
THE COURT: Do you have é stove,
a fireplace. or what?
A, We have a heater. We have two wood heaters
aﬁd an oil heater, and we have an. electric stover,
THE COURT: All right now, you testified
that you've been married to yOur-
present husband for approximately two
yeéfs?

A. Yes sir. )
.

.

THE COURT: And Mr. Young examined
you and asked you how much time had

you lived with him during this period
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A.

‘my sister.

of time and you testified around

eight months —-- is that right?

Yes sir.
THE COURT:. V;/hat happened during
the other period of time?

The part that I wasn't livving with him?
THE COURT: Yes.

I just said I stayed with my momma and

THE COURT:. Why were ‘you -staying
With.them?
That"was when he was pulling time.
THE COURT: On the shooting inci-
. dent into the Crews'" house?
Yes sir.
THE COURT: And so he was incar-
cerated the whole time?
Yes sir.
THE COURT: Were you involved in
that shooting into the Crews' house?
No sir.
THE COURT: _There has been some

question about whether or not your

marriage to Mr. Richardson is valid




and whether he has been divorced
from one of his former wives -—.do
you know anyt}iing about that?
A. Yes sir, they are div'.orced_. When we
l;ived in Ndrth Carolina he had receipts that he had
dotten him a law_yer to get that di-vorce, then when we
moved I destroyéd the receipts, and he‘hadvpapers that
she had remarried since him and her was married.
THE COURT: Has it been explained
‘to you that if he has not been legally
divorced then whatever marriage that
you have betwee_ﬁ him is void?
A, Yes sir.
THE COURT: And you saidl};ou and
this husband were living in North
Carolina?
A. Yes sir, we lived there a while.
"THE COURT: What part?
A, We lived over at 1‘440 Delaware Street.
THE COURT: Wheré?
A. In Eden.
THE COURT: In Eden -- were you
working down there then?

A. He was working for G. B. Green Cement
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THE COURT: And what is your

husband's atti.'tude about you
having these '.chvildrerl1? Is he
willing to provide support and
do the things necessary to support
them?
A. Yes sir, he i_vs.
| THE COURT: Have you discussed
this with him?
A, Yes sir.
THE COURT: And what are your
arrangements?
'A‘. We're willing to do for the children what
can do.
THE COURT: How much of his salary
is he willing to devote to provide for
the children? | |
A, All that we can pr‘ovide for them.
-THE COURT: Well,'have you talked
about that?
A, Yes sir,.'
THE COURT: Do you have any debts?

A. No sir, we don't have none as far as I know.
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THE COURT: Do you have any auto-
mobiles?
A. Yes, we own a car.
THE COURT: How much are you
paying on ybur car?
A. It's paid for.
THE COURT: All paid for -- and your
house, is fhat paid for?
A. Yes sir, we don't pay rent either.
THE COURT: And what about your
utilities -~ do you have any utilities?
A. Well, we have a light b'ill.
| THE COURT: 1Is that the only thing
you have?
A, Yes.
THE COURT: All right, that's all the
questions I have.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR. SMITH
! : Q. Mrs. Richardson, do you know whaf your
cHildren's Social Security benefitsiare?v How much that
amounts to?
| A. The last time I knew anything about it it

was $400.00 a month.
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The next witness, JESSE RICHARDSON, having

been duly sworn, testified as follows:
| DIRECT EXAMINATION -.QU:ESTIONS BY MR. SMITH
VQ. You are Jesse Richardson?
A, Yes sir.
Q. You don't feel so good today, but you're

here any way?

Q. I'm going to ask you just a few short
questions. Are you willing to l.ook after these children
and help Mrs. Richardson look after thé chi'ldren?

A, Yes sir,

Q. You're willing for them to be there in your

home?

A, Yes sir.

Q; Do youwork at Dovyle Ready.—Mix?

A. Yes sir, I drive a truck down there.

Q. She's testified about.how much money you
ta}i<e home Wh%n:. you work full time and short time =~ is

| , | 3
* A. No sir, I don't think I can talk at all.
that right?
A. Yes sir.
‘Q'. You get $150.00 a month or approximately
thé}t from the Veterans Administration?

A. A hundred and fifty-three.
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with the
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Q. All right, is that froﬁ servin§ in Viet Nam?
A. Yes sir.

Q. How old are you, Mr. Richardson?

A, Thirty-six.

Q. To the.best of your knowledge are you

from your previous wife?

A, Yes sir, I am.

Q. Do you all have any trouble or contact
Crewes any more?

A. No sir.

MR. SMITH: That's all the questions I have.
CROSS EXAMINATION - QUESTIONS BY MR, Mc¢GHEE

Q. Mr. Richardson, if I recall the last time

you testified in this matter you indicated that you were

divorced

somewhere in Texas?

A, Yes sir.

Q. But at that time you couldn't give us any

information as to what had occurred or give us any

information or any documents that indicate or would

clear uﬁ

still don

that question?

A. Yes sir, the Afmy had the records.

Q. You say the Army has the records? You
't have any records?

A. No, not yet. I've wrote for them.

[§\pard
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Q. You have two children -~ is that correct?

A. Yes sir.

Q. And who is the mothe.i.' of those two children?

A, Lillie Wagner is one and Mabel Powell is
the other one.

Q. One child by one marriage and one child
ﬁy another marriage?

A, Riéht.

Q. And the record indicates that on April 19,
1979 you were required to pay $217.00 per month for the
support -- iS that true?

A, I was‘required to pay soirmuch a month.

Q. Two hundred seventeen dollars a month -~
are you paying that?

A, No sir.

Q. You're not paying your support for your two
children?

A._ I'm paying some but not no $217.00.

Q. How much are you paying?

A, vaenty-five dollars a week ---

Q. Twenty-five dollars a week ~-- is that for one
or both?

A. That's for one.

Q. So you're only supporting one of your chil-




A. Right.

Q. Thé record also indicqtes that in April Qf
1979 you were $4,455.00 behind -+ have you caught that
ﬁp? |
A; No sir;I have not.
Q. You make those payments to the Henry
Cbunty Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court?
\
A, Pve.been making my payments to my wife.
Q. You pay her directly?
A. Directly.‘
Q. Where is she?
A. She lives iﬁ Collinsville .
Q. According to the records bath of your children
are receiving wélfare benefits -~ is that correct?
A. I don't know, sir.
Q. You don't know hOW'they.are being supported?
A. No.
Q. Well, you indicated that you're paying now
ﬂow ﬁuch a month or}a.week for the support of the childrén?
A. I send 52%.00 a week -- dﬁring the winter
Qe had that weather break.
Q. So abpareﬁtly this order to pay $217.00
you never complied with it -- is that correct?

A. I haven't had a chance to comply with it.
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MR; McGHEE{ Ali right.
MR. YOUNG: I have no questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Richardson, if you
are not supporting your children by
your other marriages why do you think
you should obligate yourself to
support these children that are not
lyours?
A. I'm trying to support my'children and I‘will do
?what I can. |
| ‘THE.CQURT:' Are you telling me you
are going to support these children
or are you going to try?
é A, I'll do all I can, sir.
THE COURT: I'm talking about facts
'aﬁd figures - how much?
A. Well, I send $25.00 a week to them and
i have my heat bill and all. |
| THE COURT: All right, that's all the
" questions I have.

MR. McGHEE: That's all the evidence, Judge.

fall
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CLOSING ARGUMENT - MR. McGHEE
if it please the Court, fhe children have been with
the agency now for over two years. They range in age from
seven to three. The ages three to seVen, indicate that

a% the time.they were taken they were from ages one to five.
D%ring that period of time, we first face the situation that
whilg this doesn't have a direct bearing, I think it has some
b?aring on it. I look at the past, what wé expect in the
ﬁuture. These children were being neglected--;

| MR. SMITH: I.object to all of that, Mr. McGhee,
'fou haven't proved any neglect at this point. |

MR. McGHEE: May.I continue my argument, I understand
you will have an Qppoftunity to argue, Mr. Smith.
| THE COURT:v‘You finish your argument,
then you will havé an'opportunity-'
to argue.

MR. McGhee: During the period of ﬁime there

Qas neglect, flagrant case of abuse, which the mother tried
to conceal and continued to live with the abuser, apparently
,éhat a union without matrimqny continued for a period of

a year, since that time and/while we can't show, certainly
the issue has been raised of the current marital status

we can't show but they have brought forth no evidence

to show that this is - to clear up the question of Mr. Richardson’

f 081

status. The home is now, has been described to the Court
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which would appear to certainly lack a great deal so far

as necessary facilities. The heating with stoves would

certainly pose a hazard to the children getting up and

getting burned. The lack of other facilities would

make it difficult for the children to be properly cared

for and apparently during this period of time the parent

and Mr. Richardson have apparently taken no action to

- upgrade the situation.ilTo‘have a-responsible place. for

those children, if she did have them, to reside during

the period of time the children have been_with;the Department,

I believe it was detailed by the

of over a year.

from her for a period of four to.

and I would simply submit to the
prior history and the conduct of
period of time that the children

and Mr. Richardson, and also the

Richardson's questionable status,

That she dropps

mother during the period
out; nothing is heard

five months uﬁtil recently
Court that based on the
the mother during the

have been without her
current situation, Mr.

his failure to

comply with Court Orders and support his other children,

the Department, and the interest

of these children would

be served by términating the residual parental rights of

the mother so that the future of

these children can be

handled. AsiI say, it's been two years, the children

are getting older and some permanent situations, permanent

arrangements need to be made for

these children, and we

82
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submitvthatvthe ﬁother has not met the plans and ﬁaken the
necessary actions to give any reasonable belief that in
' the future these chil&ren can be returned to the mother.
That's all the comments I have.

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court, first this
' business about allegations that Mrs. Richardson has
not complied with the plan, there is discrepancy in the
State's evidence on this point. Mrs. Anderson has testified
"as I recall her testimony, complied, reasonably well; at least
up to the expectation from the time the children were
taken in foster care until December and then there's a
period of time in questiqn when apparently there was no
contact between Mrs. Crews and the Agency. Now, she has
' explained why that occurred. She did not have a job at that
time, she was in a situation with no transportation and
no means to make telephone calls, but the interesting
point to me is that this period in time is not the 4 or 5
months that Mr. McGhee alieges in the'report'filed, but
thet the Department says from January 22nd to April 8th.
January 22, 1980 until April 8th, 1980 and under the
Statute, Judge, the period of time for abandon or no contact
or no communication has to be twelve months in order for them
to bear the burden under the Section C ﬁhat they're
" proceeding under. And, they have not under any circumstances
pro&ed that, have not proved any a?ﬁéflby this mother. There

E is not a hint that this mother abused these children.
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There are allegations of neglect that are made uncorroborated
and unfounded from Pittsylvania County. Tﬁere is not

one shred of evidence of'neglect except perhaps if you
can conclude if perhaps the way they found the children

on thaﬁ day at the hospital; I submit that is not

enough. There's allegations of neglect but no proof

of neglect and no proof that this mother ever abused these
children. The Social Services Department own evidence
from Mrs. Anderson indicated that this lady did. reasonably
well, complied with their plan or whatever from, I submit
if you take their own evidence from about the time that
they got custody until January, 1980 and then there's

a period of time that there was no contact from April of
1980, at the most a couple of monthé.. That is not
adequate evidence, Judge, to settle this woman's

parental rights. I just, it's just not enough evidence

to it. Now, as far as the Statute is concerned,

in addition the Court must conclude in this case, it is not
réasonably likened that the conditions which resulted

in such neglect or abuse can be substantially corrected

or eliminated. The whole Social Services Department'

case rides.on the involvement of these Crews people.

The sorry husband that she unfortunately married in the

first place that's now dead! The brother-in-law that

84
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abused the children, and on this occasion  when he whipped the
child far too extensively and she took the child to the
hospital. Of course she shouldn't have lied about what
happened to the child, but I think it;s understandible,
~the reasén sﬁe was with Him was because she was telling
. the Court that she was sleeping on the floor at her
"mother's with her children. They were having a problem
keeping the mother's house warm so she came to live with her
brother-in-law who helpéd her get a job, who wasAhelping
her get a driver's license, she was essentially trappéd with
. a Crews. But that does not exist now, under the Statute,
the problem with Mrs. Richardson's 1ifé and involving these
-children were the Crewses and that problem is gone and that
is the basis for the abuse apd neglect and the Court cannot,
there's no evidence béfore the Court to indicate that is a
j problem in this case and without that, it ends. Social
- Services Department has not borne its burden and their
 Petition for severence of parental rights of Mrs.
Richardson should be denied and should be dismissed and should
have hef children back.
THE COURT: Mr. Young? |

MR. YOUNG: If it please the Court, I think a lot
i of what Mr. Smith has said is true, about the fact that the
" condition that this lady was caught in or maybe she was a

victim of circumstance, her environment. I think that
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:perhaps often time she did the best she coﬁld. I know,

. I'm confident I can appreciate the difficulty that one

would face with three small children, no job, no place

to turn to, bad husband, that fype of thing. What concerns
me most, and I'm looking in the most favorable light to both
sides, there was a concertive effort made by the Department
of Social Services to emulerate some of the problems which
they felt existed in the home environment of these two
children. There were numerous suggestions made; there were
enumerous  attempts made on behalf of Mré. Swartz,

- Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Price and other members of the Department
- to assist this lady with the problems that she had. By

her own testimony it appeérs that whether again, I don't
"know.if it's a flippant a;titude to these suggestions,

but I cannot appreciéte the fact that she had the

difficulty in carrying out the requests that she's

indicated to the Court. Certainly she had the use of a
telephone when she was working at Americaﬁ Furniture
Company. Certainly she had the use when she got outside

to pursue gainful employment to stop by the agency and make
a request to see her children. There's been very little
effort, I would submit to.the Court, shown by Mrs. Richardson
that she is really making a bonafide attempt; that she had

been éttempting to overcome, whether or not they had been

(86




proved, but the allegations have been made. Something

that I don't feel that the Court can overlook is the

fact that she in effect has admitted today that what she did
‘at a previous hearing is tantamount to perjury. She testified
that before that her youngest child fell down fepeatedly

1énd that is how these injuries were sustained to the buttocks
and leg area, depicited in these pictures. She testified

that she was &£raid of Raymond Crews although she lived

with him for a year and after her husband was inéarcerated,
her present husband, that there was still some association
:with this man that had beaten her children. At ﬁo point

in time has this woman éome forward uﬁtil after he was
convicted and complained that this man had abused her child -
and I agree with the description given by Mr. Smith, in his
argument that it was excessive, 1t was too much. I think the
“pictures clearly show that under any reasonablé interpretation
ithat this 15 month old child was not deserving of the beating
ithat it got that day, whatever purpose thét was. From what

- I've heard 1 wouldfépbmit that the best interest of these
children!wduld be, rather --- I'm not making a suggestion

of whether these children be permahently divested from their

mother but I think at the present time I think that certainly

' it's in the best interest of the children to remain where

they are. UB'?
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- THE COURT: Mr. McGhee, do you have
anything further?
. : : . |
MR. McGHEE: The only comment we would have without
unduly prolonging this métter, the Court has heard suffigient ‘
argument, to suffice, to state that we do not agree with
the intgrpretation of the Statute as Mr. Smith's interpre-
tation of the law and the Court of course will have ts
rule on that but we submit that applying the statute to
that, and the Court can seek té terminate the residual parental
rights. |
‘THE COURT: fhe way.I read that
Section, Mr. Smith,_in Paragraph Ote
it says that parents or parents have
withoﬁﬁ good cause failed to maintain
contact with and to provide or sub-
sﬁantially plan for the future of the
child for a period‘of 12 months after
the child's placement in foster care,
notwithstanding the reasonable or
appropriate evidengé of social,
medical or mental health or other re-
habilitative agencies tobcommunicate‘
with the parent or parents and to
strengthen the parent/child
relationship!Qéffhe parent or parentg

without good cause have been unwilling or




unable within a reasonable period

to remedy substantially the conditions
which led to the child's fostexr care
placement, notwithstanding a.reasonable
and appropriate effort of sociél,

: mediqal and mental health or other
rehabilitative agencies to such ehd.
Now, the way I view this I think

the mother here certainly has been
living from pillar to post. She had no
substantial means to support these
children when she was married to

their father and ét that death she

move in, because she didn't have any
means to support them with her brother-
in-léw, and whether that was abuse or
neglect, she put them in that position
and they were mistreated, or at least
the younger daughter was mistreated
while they were li&ing with the brother-
in;law. After the Social Sefvices
Department made their investigation‘and
took the children, she continued to

live with him for some period of time.

N8I
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Now, why she did that, I'm not 100 pér-

cent but at that point in time the

Social Services Department told her what

she would have to do to get these
children back. Now, she has not
maintained any joE during that time_
although she did not have the children

to look after. She did contact the

children on some basis and then she went

for a period of time, she didn't
contact them from December, '79 to '80.
She is now married to Mr. Richardson
which is a questionable marriage.
Whether they are married or not, I
don't know. I would assume for the
purpose of the‘record that they.are
married. But he has no legal
obligation to support‘thése children.
‘She is living in his house. The
fecord cleafly'shows that he haé not
supported the children that have

been born of previous marriages by him;
That he has tremendous indebtedness

in the amount of four or five.

Q}SO
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thousand dollars to one of those
children at the present time, and

it's difficult for this Court to
believé that he's going to come
forward and put forth support for
these children when he has no legél
obligation to do so. If these parents
decided to - or if this couple decided
to separate at this time

Mrs. Richardson réally is in a worse
position than she was previously and
she has c reated no stability in her

life to make any adequate plans for these

children and if I should place the

children back with her it wouldn't

be on any constructive basis. - I would
have to guess what might happen to
them and the only way I can guess what
might happen to them is what the past
record shoﬁs. I don't see where the
past record has changed. I don't

see where she has changed herself, that
she has provided to have a proper home

for them and support them. I just don't

091
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feel that in the two years in which
the Department has had these childfen
that she has rehabilitated herself
or formed a constructive plan to take
charge of these children and railse
them properly. So; because if that
I'm going to award them to The
Department.

MR. SMITH: I'need to put my objection and exception
" to the Court's ruling on the Record;
THE COURT: All right. Mr. McGhee
should prepare the Order and you

can note all your objections and

exceptions.
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