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"1AWL.tNGS & PRUITT 
ATT01t"l!VS ANO 

COVHSll:l..Oft• ... ,. I.AW 

f'ltl!Oll!llllCM.Sev1tG 

( ( 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURT OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY 

GORDON E. DURRETT, 
Petitioner 

v. 

KAREN LACKS DURRETT, 
Defendant 

PETITION 

TO THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. COX, JUDGE: 

Your petitioner, Gordon E. Durrett, represents unto 

the Court as follows: 

1. That he is married to the defendant, Karen Lacks 

Durrett, and the parties last lived together in Spotsylvania 

County, Virginia, where your petitioner now resides with his 

two children; nar.lely, Michael Elliott Durrett and Christopher 

Gordon Durrett, twins born on October 2, 1976; and, 

2. That the defendant, Karen Lacks Durrett, recently 

left the parties' home, taking the parties' children with her, 

but at petitioner's insistence returned them to the home where 

they are now living with him; and, 

3. That your petitioner believes that he is well 

qualified to have the custody of the said children and is better 

qualified than the defendant. 

WHEREFORE, your petitioner requests that he be allowed 

to file his petition and that an Order both temporary and 

permanent be entered granting him custody of the said two 

children, and that he may have such other relief as the Court 

may deem advisable. 

RAIVLINGS & PRUITT 
405 Amelia Street 
~ggd~ricksburg, Virginia 22401 
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NAME: 

AGE: 
DOB: 

15TH DISTRICT CIRCUIT COURT 

CUSTODY INVESTIGATION UP-DATE 

Michael Elliott Durrette 
Christopher Gordon Durrette 
3 RACE: White SEX: Male 
10/2/76 

FATHER: 
DOB: 
ADDRESS: 

Gordon Elliott Durrette 
8/18/51 

ADDRESS: c/o Gordon E. Durrette IDTHER: 

306 Beechnut Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401 
Karen Lacks Durrette 
7/06/52 

PETTIIONER: 
RELATIONS HiiE> 
TO CHILDREN: 

306 Beechnut Drive 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Karen L. Durrette 

Mother 

SOCIAL WORKER: Brenda L. Perry 

DATE: July 1, i980 

I. PRESENT S TIUATION 

DOB: 
ADDRESS: 

CONTESTED 

Rt. 2, Box 509 
Spotsylvania, Va. 22553 

The original petition for custody of Michael and Christopher Durrette 
was filed by Gordon E. Durrette in the Spotsylvania Juvenile and 

·Domestic Relations Court • The case was heard on February 26, 1980, · 
and Mr. Durrette was granted custody of his two children. Mrs. 
Durrette appealed this decision, and wishes to obtain custody of the 
children. 

II. PREVIOUS AGENCY CONTACT 
The Spotsylvania Department of Social Services conducted a custody 
investigation of both Mr •. and Mrs. Durrette, submitted a report to 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court on February 20, 1980. Please 
refer to this report for background information on both the parents 
and the children. 

III. FATHER 
Mr. Durrette's situation has remained the same within the last six 
months, and he continues to desire custody of both children. Both 
boys are residing with him at his residence in Spotsylvania County, 
and day-care is provided by Mrs. Emily Minter, who comes to the 
Durrette home at 6:45 AM. Mr. Durrette's mother, Garnette Durrette, 
takes care of the twins from 4;00 until the father gets· home at 
approximately 6:00. According t'o Mrs. Durrette, this arrangement 
has worked out very well, and the boys seem very happy in the home 
with him. 

Mr. Durrette feels strongly that the boys should remain in his 
custody, and feels that his iife is more stable and suitable for 
the boys at this time. He exhibited some doubts about his wife's 
social life, and stated that he worries about the children when 

they are visiting with her. Mrs. Durrette's visitation with the 
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boys begins Sunday mornings, and she returns the boys on Tuesday 
morning. Mr. Durrette stated that there have been no problems with 
this visitation arrangement. 

J:V. IDTHER 
Karen Lacks Durrette has recently relocated to a mobile home in 
Spotsylvania County •. She has lived there approximately three months 
and the worker recently made a visit to this home. The home contains 
three bedrooms, a living room, kitchen, one and a half baths, and is 
well furnished and neat. Mrs. Durrette rents the home for $160 a 
month, and· has an electricity bill of approximately $40 a month. The 
trailer is heated with oil heat. Mrs. Durrette has a bedroom nicely 
furnished with twin beds for the two boys, and the visitation has 
been going smoothly. The work.er was able to observe both boys in the 
home with Mrs. Durrette, and they seemed very healthy and well adjusted 
to the situation. Mrs. Durrette also stated to the worker that the 
visitation has gone very well. 

Mrs. Durrette' told the worker that ·she feels strongly that the boys 
should be in her custody, as she believes that children their age 
should be with their mother. She feels she can provide a stable 
environment for the boys, and is anxious to have them in the home 
with her. 

V. MICHAEL ELLIOTT AND CHRISTOPHER GORDON DURRETTE 
The Durrette twins are still in very good health, and have had. no 
recent developmental or physical problems. They both seem to have 
adjusted well to the separation of their parents and appear to 
enjoy being in· both homes. 

VI. EVAL~TION 

BLP/bkw 

The homes of both Mr. and Mrs. Durrette are quite suitable for the 
care of these children. From the worker's observation, each seems 
to be a loving and concerned parent, and each wou~d be able to 
provide for the children's needs. Both parents have stated to the 
worker that there seems to be no plans for a reconciliation in the 
future, and both are concerned that the twins not be affected any 
more than necessary by the separation. 

From the few contacts that worker has had with both parents, it is 
impossible to make a recommendation as to the most suitable home for 
the boys. It is hoped that the parents can work out an arrangement 
for the boys to spend as much time as possible with both parents, 
and that custody can be shared equally through liberal visitation! 

Respectfully ~ub~d: • 

~cX~ 
Brenda L. Perry . · f' 
Social Worker 

Ma~ 01- J-<~j 
Diane H. Kash 
Social Work Supervisor 

-3-
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fAWLINGS & PRUITT 
At"TO,.l'tf'!'f'~ ANO 

cou .. u•.:1..0,.• AT 1..Aw 
,,,.f'!0t!:"tCo1411U"C 

( 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY 

GORDON E. DURRETTE, 
Petitioner 

v. 

KAREN LACKS DURRETTE, 
Defendant 

ORDER 

This cause came on to be heard on appeal from an order 

of the Spotsylvania Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court dated 

February 26, 1980; upon evidence taken ore tenus on behalf of 

the petitioner and defendant on July 2, 1980; and was argued by 

counsel for both parties through Memoranda submitted to the 

Court. 

And the Court being .of the opinion that the custody.of 

the parties.' two infant children should be awarded to the peti-

tioner, Gordon E. Durrette, for reasons set forth in the Court's 

letter of August 19, 1980, it is accordingly ADJUDGED, ORDERED 

• and DECREED that the custody of the parties' said two infant 

children; namely, Michael Elliott Durrette and Christopher 

Gordon Durrette, be and the same hereby awarded to the petitione 

Gordon E. Durrette, with the right of visitation to defenant, 

Karen Lacks Durrette, as set forth in the Order of the 

Spotsylvania County Juvenile and Dornentic Relations Court dated 

February 26, 1980, to which ruling of this Court the defendant 

by her counsel objects and notes .her exception for reasons given 

in her attorney's Memorandum. 

And it is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that 

this matter be referred to the Spotsylvania Juvenile and Domesti 

Relations Court for supervision and alteration of custody and 

visitation rights as that Court May deem advisable. 
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IAWLINGS & PRUITT 
•TT011aNt!Yt •NO 

COUN•r1.o"~ -.T ............ 

~ •tl:Ol": "1Co( l•u."G 
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And nothing further remaining to be done in this matter, 

it is ORDERED that the same be stricken from the docket of this 

Court and the papers filed among the 

We ask for this Decree as to custody and 
visitation rights but object to and note 
petitioner's exception to the holding of 
the Court in the letter opinion tha~ 
"other things are equal": 

:·"~ 
George~- Rawlings, Jr. 

Seen, objected to and exceptions noted: 

· William F. Burnside 
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JUDGES 

) 

tv~ ~ (l:VJtvh-2 .6 
&t.tvJ-<.C~ I ,d.J.{~;Jl,<_/{, '7 

DIXON L. FOSTER 
P. 0. BOX t52 

LANCASTER, VIRGINIA 22503 

(804) 462-3001 

(([nmmnnfu:ealt~ nf Jirginia 
: FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ~i.-'\ 

COUNTIES OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

WESTMORELAND 

SPOTSYLVANIA 

KING GEORGE 

LANCASTER 

CAROLINE 

STAFFORD 

RICHMOND 

HANOVER· 

JOHN A. JAMISON 
P. O. DRAWER 29 

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22401 

!703) 373-3798 

JERE M. H. WILLIS. JR. 
P. 0. BOX 441 

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 2240 1 

cu;.~7 
~0 

ESSEX 

(7031 37 1 ~373 CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG 

RICHARD H. C. TAYLOR 
HANOVER. VIRGINIA 23069 

(8041 798·6081 August 19, 1980 

George c. Rawlings, Jr., Esquire 
Rawlings & Pruitt 
405 Amelia Street 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

William F·. Burnside, Esquire 
P. O. Box 1062 
Virginia Beach,- Virginia· 23451 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Gordon E •. Durrett vs. Karen ~cks Durrett 
Cir.cuit COurt, Spotsylvania County 

The question in this case concerns the custody of twin 
boys born OCtober 2, 1976. The matter was heard on July 2, 
1980, at which time many witnesses for both sides ~ppeared and 
testified. Memoranda of argument have been submitted by both 
counsel. 

The Court is of the opinion that the twins are in good 
health and have no developmental or physical problems: that 
both parents .are fit; that both homes are quite suitable for 
the care of the children: and that "other thinqs" are equal. 
The Court, ho\tiever, is of the opinion that the four year old 
twin boys are not necessarily children of "tender years" as 
defined in the Mullen case ~d as further defined in subsequent 
opinions. Therefore, the Court finds that the best interest 
of the children is for the custody to be awarded to the father 
with liberal visitation to the mother so that the twins can 
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George c. Rawlings, Jr., Esquire 
William F. Burnside, Escruire 
Page Tl.Yo 
... ugust 19, 1980 

spend as much time with each as possible. Therefore, the order 
of Judge Cox of February 26, 1980, will be ~·.Jnf irmed and the 
matter will be referred back to the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court. fli.r. R. . .iwlings is directed to prepare 
the order and send it to i"1r. Burnside for his objections. 

The Court would make certain ooservations th2t cannot be 
9laced in the order. Some individual and undivided attenti_·::;n 
a1ust be given to the boys 'oy each parent. :Karen Durrett should 
not a1'..;ays rely on her twin sister and other members of the 
family during the v.isitation but should plan some activities with 
just the twins. Gordcm Durrett, for himself and £or the twins, 
should plan schedules to be removed from the total dominance 
of his mother. The twins are old enough to spend some time at 
playschool or preschool with others of their own age. A transfer 
to another church where both parents would be comfortable t_o 
attend with their children might be appropriate. ·Both parents 
and families must constantly point out the good qualities 6£" 
each parent. 

RECT/jyh 

cc/ Department of Social Services 
Spotsylvania County 
Spotsy1vania, Virginia 22553 
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ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR 

The trial Judge conunitted reversible error in 

granting permanent custody of the children involved in the 

proceeding to the natural father, Gordon Durrette. 
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ASSIGNMENTS OF CROSS-ERROR 

The trial Court erred in holding that "all 

other things are equal," with respect to its custody 

award, even though it awarded custody to Appellee. 
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TESTIMONY OF GARNETT FARMER DURRETTE 
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18. 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

Gordon has bought. ·It is located in a subdivision in 

Spotswood Estates. It has four bedrooms, living room. 

den, utility room, and two baths. It is a nice house. 

Q Do you know how old it is? 

A Approximately two years, one way 

or the other. 

Q Now, directing your attention 

to your son's marriage, and his children, how often do 
< 

I 

you see the children? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Every day, except Monday. 

And will you tell what the arrange-

ments are for taking care of the children, and where do 

they stay in the home, and how are they taken care of 

in the home. 

A· Well, I think they are taken care 

of excellent. Gordon has a babysitter that, she is there· 

in the morning on Tuesday when Karen returns the: children. 

They have --

Q What days does --



19. 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

A (interjecting) They have twin 

beds in their room. They each have a bed to themselves, 

and they have a ~ath to themse 1 ves. l..,inat day did you 

say? 

Q What days, at the present time, 

what days does Mrs. Karen Durrette have the children? 

A Karen picks the children up on 
.r---··--···· . , . 

Sunday, ev:~Y o~t._~:;-__ l)_qnfi_<a,y_.~J~._2,;.lQ_, ___ q,:ns,t s.he .. _takes them 

to Sunday School; and the other Sunday, she picks them 
.-_---------·-·----~--- ... --.. 

up at 11:30, and she brings them back on Tuesday morning, 
~ ----------------... ------

anywhere from aight o'clock until 11:00. 

Q Now, who tukes care of the children? 

Where does your son work, Gordon? 

A Gordon is an employee of the United 

Parcel Service. He is a truckdriver. 

Q And generally, what are his hours? 

A Gordon leaves home at 7:00, and 

returns at: 5: 30. now, I don 1 t say 5 ;JU right on the minute 

every day, because all of us know when we work out in 

the public, we ca.1:aot c;,.; ~,;~::::.: 

Q Who is with the children? First, 

let me ask you, how old are the children? 

-12-
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 ·. Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

~_Q,~ .. ·=== 

A ·The children will be four years 
............... - "··- ~-·--·- ..... _ ........ ~- ·····--· .... ··· ·---···-·-·-----~---.... --

2 old the second day of October. 

Q And what are their names? 

A Christopher Gordon, and Michael 

5 
'• Elliot. 
·! 

6 •i 

·i .; Q And who takes care of the children 
,., 
I from the time Mr. Durrette leaves in the morning, until 

s he returns? 
' 'I' 

9 .:: A His autit, Mrs •. Emil.Y Mentor. 

She· leaves at 3:30, and I am there until after I sePH· 

ll ·1 
.. 

the. supper. And I leave, and Gordon gives them thei~. 

12 ' baths • 
..... 

Q And who takes them ~n. the weekends? 

u 
·; 

On Sundays when they are with him, who takes them to Sunday· 
.I 

!5 
., 
., 
' 

School? 

16 
: A He takes them to Spotswood Baptist 
•! 
I 

17 '.I 

!! 
Church. 

18 ! 

:1 
Q Do you know whether they go to 

., 
19 the Spotswood Baptist Church on the Sundays when Mrs. 

Durrette has them? 

A They were at first, Mr. Rawlings, 

-13-
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FRANCES K. H.A.LEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Frede:-icksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

but. she changed and. carried. them over to another church 

2 · !: in Fredericksburg. However, she did come hack to. our 

3 :; 

" :! 

4 I 

·! 

6 ! 

7 •.I 

church this past Sunday. Mrs. Dawson is one of her wit-

nesses, that she is our Sunday School teacher at Spots-

wood, and these children do like Sunday School, .and I 

would like to say too, Mr. Rawlings, that since Gordon 

has had these children,. since the end of February, he 

' 
3 :; has taught I was teaching them when he 

,·; 

MR. BURNSIDE: I object to 
10 

thi·s unsolicited te.stimo.ny. 
11 . . 

THE COURT:. Mrs. Durrette, ·you 
12 

have to respond to the questions that are 
13 

asked you. Mr. Rawlings. 
l·l ! 

MR. RAwLINGS: Well, I had gotten 
.t.1J 

to asking her how the children were doing. 
16 

THE WITNESS:. I'm sorry. 
ii 

THE COURT:' Be a little more 
lS 

' 

19 
ii specific, Mr. Rawlings, so Mr. Burns.ide knows 
,, . , 
!i 

20 ; ~ 
what is coming • 

'i 

21 
!I 
:• 
1· 
,1 
i 
·i 

-14-
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G~ F. Durrette 

.. --;""7J~~ 

:C~~ 
___ 2_4._. ' 

i 

1 !I RY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 
II 

2 !! 
; Q Well, tell us how your son gets 

3 

4 i 

5 

along with the children, and.what his association with 

the two children is. 

A It is a good ·association. Gordon 

takes them places. He has taught them to say their blessing 

at night, the prayer at night, which they didn't do} and. 
a ;i 

" he takes them· to the doctor; and he sees that they have' 
9 ' 

the proper lti;nd of food to eati and·he has time for them 
lO 

'• before they go to bed; and they t-ake a nap each afternoon, 
11 .. 

which is. something that they don't take with the mother. 
12 

Q How do you know that. 
l:} 

A Because she told me-. 
l'! 

Q Are you present when the children 
15 

,. are picked ·up, or returned by the mother? ,, 
16 !i 

! 
A ·Yes, sir, I am. 

17 

H 
Q And what can you tell ua about 

18 :: . 
·i this? 

19 ,, 

'• 
I: 

20 ii 
ii ;1 

2 i I I! 
:1 

A And I hate to say this, but it 

is the truth, and. she is a mother. When Karen comes to 

-15-
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FRANCC:S K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780· 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

pick up the children, they are all right 'until they see 

the bag that Gordon fixes for them to take, and they begin 

crying, and I have to go --

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. 

THE COURT: You can' t say what 

somebody else says. You can say what you 

obs.erved, but don't say what somebody else 

says. 

Q Don't tell what the children say, 

tell what they do. 

A Well, I'm. there, and they cry 

and say they don't want to go. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor,. she 

is a hostile witness,, and it is starting· 

to come out. 

THE WITNESS: I'm telling the 

truth. 

Q · Mrs. Durrette, you can't tell 

what the children have told you. 

-16-



FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

====='-?A·====== ============~======================================== 

direct -. G. F.· Durrette 

A I see· the children cry each mor.n- .~ 

2 ing, Sunday morning when she picks them up. When they 

3 return on Tuesday morning, they get out of the car, and 

4 come- running to the house. 

3 

,·~ 
6 ! (\ '; 

11~ 

\~ 1 .. 

Ql 
' a ,1 

~ ! 

I I I .. l l I ! 
. \ 

. 9 I • '..I . " \::._/ . , 

Q 10 

I U i 
i ,...,,, 
I 11 ' I L.J 

rv7 n 

\ ' 
13 LJ 

THE COURT: Let the Court •ay 

that these are always emotional things, and 

we have to still comply with the rules of 

evidence. 

THE WITh"ESS: I'm sorry • 

THE COURT: We will all just keep 

calm, and answer the questions as they are 

asked you. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, ·sir. 
1-! 

15 
THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Rawlings. 

16 II .. 
' 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

i-

Q Can you tell, during the time 
18 

since Mr. Durrette.his had the children, can you tell 
19 

i 
:! how their actions compare with the time before that, when 

20 1: 
.; :: 
I 

you saw them? ., 
21 

A Yes, I can. 

·-17-
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Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4780 
:-~;Jfff[J 

25. 
·===== 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

THE COURT: Again, we have to 

have some specific ~eferences .. 

MR. RAWLINGS: The times before 

he got the custody of them when he saw them •. 

THE COURT: In what regards are 

you talking about? The·ir health? 

MR. RAWLINGS·: Their actions, 

).; ,;..i_ and the way they acted,. and behaved. 

I think that --

THE cOURT: Mr. Burnside. 

MR·. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, it 

sounds· more like a fishing expedition on 

direct examination that doesn't -- I mean, 

for any witness to be asked that question, 

I don't see how a witness could understand 

that question. 

THE COURT: I think you can ask 

them to?describe their actions, Mr. Rawlings. 

MR. RAWLINGS: . Would the Court 

permit me to ask the ac_tt:i;.:<:m.~: prior to the 

time that he got custody of them, and since 

that time? 

-18-
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FR.C..NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court .Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virgin:ia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

THE COURT: Yes, I think that 

2_6,,,,,,. === 

? " ~ :1 ..... • is proper. I'm·not ~alking about the time

frame. I'm trying to get a question phrased 
·! 

3 

.;\. 
. 9 :: 

u 

iO 

11 

,. 
! 

. 12 ;: 

14 

15 
:1 

. ;! 
16 ;: 

,! 

17 i: 

so Mrs. Durrette knows what you are asking, 

and Mr. Burnside knows what you are asking. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Just to be a little 

more specifi~. Actions in relation to 

what? Aie you talking behavior, are -- you 

knowt they· could be actions in the back yard, . 

front yard. 

THE COURT: She can describe 

what they do,. Mr. Burnside, and I will deter-

mine what the actions are about. 

MR. BURNSIDE: All right, sir. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Mrs. Durrette, would you tell 

18 :; us what the behav~9~. of the children was prior to the 
·' 
" 

19 :~ time when you saw them, prior to the time that Mr. Durrette 
,. 

20 got the custody·, and since he got the custody. 

21 A On the 24th of February, which 
,, 

-:!- .. 
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direct 

was on 

Sunday 

to sit 

G. F. Durrette 

a Sunday, these children came to my house after 

School, and I ·said to them, "Are you all going 

in the chair --

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, what 

her private conferences are with the children· 

are not relevant to the. proceeding. It is 

hearsay. 

THE COURT: I think she can 

· say what she said to the children, and what 

their response was, not in words, but what 

their actions were. 

THE WITNESS: I think this is 

very important. 

THE COURT: No comment from you, 

Mrs. Durrette. 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

A On the 24th day of February, the 

19 ·• children are sitting in the ro'cking ·chair, and I went 

~ 0 out there and I said to them, I said, "What are you all 
,. 

~l ' doing?" They were playing with their penis. 
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28. 

direct - G. F .• Durrette 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, I'm 

going to object. she is going into what 

the qhildren told her. 

THE WITNESS : No , I saw it. 

MR. BURNSIDE: She has related 

what the children are telling her. 

THE.WITNESS: I saw it. 

MR. RAWLINGS: She said she saw 

' it .. 

THE. COURT : Say what you saw,· 

',, -· ·Mrs. Durrette. 

THE WITNESS: I did see it. 

'·· r .:.:. 

A And ·they were playing with themselves,· 

and they got real hard, and I said to them, "What. in the 

world is wrong with you?'' They called themselves a B, 

and they said, '.'We are playing with our B's." 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, I 

know she is trying to head into some area 

about what these children talked about, and 

I would like --
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'I 

'• 
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'i 
,! 

' 2 d ,: 

3 

-l 

5· 

6 

7 
:: 
'I 
!i 

tl 
,, 
~ ! 

!) 
. ~ i 
II ,, 

10 

<• 
L.l 

13 

13 

15 i ,, 
ii 

16 'i 
;J 

! 
17 

1.:i .. , 
'.lO 

21 
~ ; 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

THE COURT: You can't say what 

they· said, Mrs. Durrette, and every tiiue 

you say what they said, I disregard it. 

MR. RAWLINGS: If it is not 

to prove a fact, she can say, in the process 

of what they were doing, something they 

said. She can say that. It becomes almost 

in the .form of a res gestae·, Judge. They 

are· not'telling her something they did. She 

.is talking to them when they are right there 

in her presence. 

THE COURT: Can't she describe 

what they are doing? 

BY MR. RAWLINGS : (continuing) 

Q Don't say what they said, Mrs. Dur-

rette. 

A They were playing with their penis. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Rawlings. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: A~SOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. F. Durratte 

Q And what has been their behavior 

2 ;I With this respect since they have been living with ·}{.Jr . .;.;!.; 
:1 
" 3 a Durrette? 

-1 A They never do it. except on Tuesday 

5 when they come back. When they are ready for their .nap 

o time, they .go into their room, they put. them in the bed, 

7 " and they take off the.ir underwear, and· they begin to play· 
,. 

s : ,. 

9 

10 

11 

J.2 

13 ·i 

15 

15 

11 

10 

18 

:::c 

., . 

' " 'I 

" .i 
" 
' 

1; 
' ·I ., ,, 

,. 

:! 

with each other's penis. 

Q . Does that ·happen when they are 

there. with you, or the babysitter? · 

A Y~s, sir. 

Q Well, does it happen all the ·time? -

A No, sir. Mostly Tuesdays. 

Q Can you tell us anything about 

the behavior of the children as between the time before 

Mr. Durrette didn't have them, and when he now has them. 

A Well, the children are more settled, 
. ' 

Mr. Rawlings. Before Gordon got custody of them, Chris 

would vomit a iot, and Mike would wet· the bed continually •. 

And when he first got them, when they· came· back home,~they. 

would wet the bed during nap time, and that night. Atid · 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

,.·;_~~\ 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
:~ 

31. 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

after that, they didn't• . The· children ·have bee.n. through_. 

a lot, and it ·has worn·on them emotionally; But now, 

they are much more settled. 

Q Can you tell the Court anything 

about the physical.condition of the children when they 

return from the visits with their mother. 

A Well, sometimes they are not very 

clean, and their clothes look like they may have worn 

them two days, but they are _not filthy·. . When they get 

out of the car, they are alwa~~-glad to get home. 

THE COURT: Again, Mrs. Durrette, 

that is not responsive to Mr. Rawlings' 

question. Go ahead, Mr. Rawlings. 

Q I believe maybe we have been into. 

this, but prior to the time that Mr. and Mrs. Durrette 

separated, when.Mrs. Durrette was there, did you have 

occasion to observe her treatment of the children, and 

action towards the children? 

A Karen would.lock the children 

in the bedroom to take the naps, and also they would 
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Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

climb up on her lap at 'Q.ight when she w.ould l;>e .sewing 

for Christmas,. and she would take thelr foot and pus·h. 

them back and tell them to get down and go to their daddy. 

Do. you know· - - have you been to 

the place where Mrs. Durrette lives now? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you know whether or not she 

is working? 

A Yes. sir. She says she is. 

Q What. hours? 

A I don't go there and see her. 

12 She works some days, and then two or three night;.s a week. 

13 Q And do you know, have you seen 

i.;, the place where she lives? 

15 

MR. BURNSIDE: He asked that 
16 

question before. 
,
" I 

A 

1s . children tell me. 

:o Q 

2: ·• of Keith Lacks? 
:1 

No, sir. All I know is what the 

Do you know a person by the name 
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Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

A ·Yes, sir. 

Q And who is he? 

A He is the brother of Karen, and 

he is the one.that·told· the children they 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection, Your 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

Q · You didn't hear him tell them 

that? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you know whether the children. 

are ever in his company? 

A Yes, they are.. I have seen it. 

I saw it last Monday. 

Q Which.,.was when? 

A Monday before last. 

Q ·And·what circumstances did you 

see them? 

A They were in' the car with hi.Di. 
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Court Reporters 

. Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
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direct - G. F. Durrette 

Q And do you know hpw they happened 

to be in the car with .him? 

A Their mother had carried them 

to King's Dominion, all of them. 

Q And.what was their reaction when 

they got home? Well, let me ask you.this, where did you 

see ·them in the car?. 

A In front of Gordon' and Karen's 

home·. 

Q And did you notice anything about 

their.:··.actions after that? 

A Just that. the.y gqt to p lay.ing .. 

with each other again . 

Q Mrs. Durrette, during the time 

that Mr .• Durrette has had· the childt"en, and they have 

been visiting with their mother, can you tell the Cour.t 

anything unusual about the condition of the chi.ldren on 

times when they come'back? 

A Yes, sir. They have mark~ on 

them. Of cou~se, all children fall, but one particular 

time Michael came home, it was in May, and he had a 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 
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:. ::.-~ .. ,, 
;. ~~~~.:,f~t 
·~~1.' 

-- - 3_5~-·=· ===== 

direct - G. F. Durrette 

bruise on him. I asked 'him what it was, and· he said· Garrett 

had hit him.· 

Q . Don't say what he did. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. 

A Excuse me. 

Q And had you noticed anything else 

about their condition, physical condition when they come 

'back from visiting with their mother? 

A They have never had any breakfast. 

they are hungry when they.get there. 

Q Do you.know if anything unusual 

happened with respect to Mrs. Durrette on April the 20th? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q What happened? 

A She came to the house that morning 

around 8i30, and she was real tired, and she was crying, 

and she was :shaking. And I took her· in my arms, and I 

asked her, I said, "Karen, please let me help you." She 

said, "I can't even help myself. I don't.know what I'm 

doing." 

-28:-

.; 



' 

(7-:J 
0j '7 

,.--..._ 
I(; \ 
I · I , 
I I ; · 

.\.. I \..) I 
.\J 

8 

9 j 

ii 
i 

'D\ I I • 

i~ u 
10 

.'. ,, 

;; 
11 

:1 
·• 

\fl u 
i2 :! 

ii 
'• 

13 

1.:t 

i5 

J 
16 :I 

1~ • I 

18 

20 •! 

21 

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Horne: 786-4780 
36. 
'~~===--·-

direct - G. F. Durrette 

Q Then what did she· do? 

A Well, she went on to Sunday. School, 

and she got upset, so she put the children in the n:ursery, 

and. then she came back and got them, and she went to. her 

trailer, and I asked her sister to call, and see -if she 

.got home all right, and her sister said that she would. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. So 

:~:i.. much of what she says has been hearsay through,-· 

out this thing. 

THE COURT: Yes., I understand 

that. 

MR. RAWLINGS: It's hard for 

her not to say these things. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Mrs . Durret ta, we don' t wap,t; you 

to talk about what somebody told you~ but just what you 

know. 

A I know that. 

THE COURT : Fine. 
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·; ,, ., 
1; 
I ,, 

1 1: MR. RAWLINGS:~ I believe that 

2 :! is all I.want to ask her. 

3 11 
•! THE COURT: ·All right. Do you 

4 want to cross examine her, Mr. Burnside? 

.5 MR. BURNSIDE: Just on a few points, 

© 
t 
"1.6· 

·7 

Your Honor. 

. i 

@ 3 .. 
~ I 

·ll 
u 

I 

9 1! .CROSS EXAMINATION .. ' 

~' 10 

I . i i !..i l 
'.j LJ 1! j ~ 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q .. Mrs. Durrette, I think, as you 

\\·7 i2 
. I , 

\ I 

iJ 13 

so ·aptly stated earlier 

1~ 
MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me, Your 

13 I 
Honor, do you pre·fer counsel at the table? 

:1 
:1 

16 Ii THE COURT: You may go anywhere 

11 
" 1~ ~' -' 

in the Courtroom, Mr Burnside, as long as 
~ ! ,. 

16 :1 
;I 

you don't leave. 

.! 
19 '• ;! 

Q You know Naricy Dawson, right? 
20 

A Yes, sir. 
2! 

Q And you have known her for years? 

-30-



; . 
. . i 

2 
!i 

3 

-! 

5 

/~ 6 
I ( LJ 

~ i 

;, 

1}l 
. 

3 ' 
., 

I I I ·'l 
1: 9 i: 
\ \~ •1 ... •: 

·1 

101 iO .1 
:1 

lr 
.j 
" i.i .. 
l 

·; 

\\If 12 
i , I 
\ I 

: I 13 I 
LJ 

1-l 

1-_;:i 

'· :! 
16 :1 ., 

17 

i8 :1 ., 
.! 
'I 

19 
~ 1 

20 

:1 

21 ·i 
:: 
" 

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3 7 i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - G. F. Durrette 

A I don't really know, and I don't 

lie because I stay in the nursery with the small children 

just about every S\lllday during worship in the morning, 

and I go in at nightt itn~f'.,, 

Q So, you are not actually in the,. 

service, you are with the children, caring for them? 

A Yes, sir, because there are such 

a few people that cares about children, and I do, and 

the choir members. can't keep the children, and it has 

to be the rest of us. And I think it is about ten of 

. us that. keep them. 

Q In other words, you are caring 

for the young children. 

A A lot of S~day mornings, yes, 

sir, I do. 

Q Obviously, if your son left the 

church,. and didU' t attend the worship, you wouldn't know 

one way or the other, would you? 

A No, I don.'t.know nothing. 

Q ·Now,· during the time that your 

son.~1arid his wife lived together, for the most part, 
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~ 

Courchouse Building 
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. _. .... _ ~· 

Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4780 :r~f8? 
42. 

cross - G. F. Durrette 

during these children's first two years, Karen did not 

work, did she? 

A No, sir. 

Q She stayed at home with the children. 
----------------

A She didn't work. 

Q That's right, that is what I'm 

saying. All right. She stayed at.home with the children. 

. I say that she didn' t work. 
.. 

She stayed-.at home with the children 

and cared for the children, right? · 

A I don't know. 

Q Well, you seem to know a whole . 

lot in d~rect evidence when you couldn't have been there. 

A I'm not going to tell any story. 

-Q Okay. Did you ever encourage 
I 

your son, during that time, to leave Karen, that she was 
r-____. 
not a fit mother? 

A No, I did not. ----- And I tell you, 

she packed twice before she left to leave him, and she 

didnf:t • 

Q Obviously, during this period 
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Counhouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

-~~..\ 

t}L~ 
43. 

====================================-·==-===,.,,==-·· 
cross - G. F. Durrette 

of time then, you saw no reason to believe that the children · 

were·being neglected, or abused when your son and Karen 

lived together, did you? 

4 A She did not abuse them, except 

3 putting them in the bedroom. , 

!7-\j 15 ' ;; 
I ! . 

: '-
\~) -; 

Q All right, now 

A ·(interjecting) With locked doors. 

(r;\ . 8 

@ ., 
-·i 

9 ., 
lj 

To my knowledge. 

Q i .. ·I guess you know the pediatrician 

!DJ iO 

. l/ 
i1 I . w 

that took care of these children. 

A I certainly do. And they took 

\\17 12 
. I 
\ ( 10 
LJ 

care of the father too. He is a good man. 

Q Doctor John Painter? 

l.,\ A Yes, sir. ·He was summoned, but 

15 he's not here today. 

16 Q Just as he stated, he found that 

1~ 
- I no evidence of neglectful play, or any other form of child 

18 abuse --

10 

MR. RAWLINGS: I object to any 
10 

statement by --
•)• 
-J. 

THE COURT: I don• t think she 

-33-
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Repor:ers 

Courrhouse Building 
F::edericksburg, \I irginia 2240 l 

Cffice: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 730 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

Q Now, the testimony of, I believe. 

it was Mrs. Hairfield, that she wanted you to take care 

of the children on a Saturday so that she and your wife 

could go out, or go shopping, or .whatever. Would you tell 

the Court how often, if ever, that occurred, and why you 

didn't take· care of the childr~n. 

A During the week, I would have worked/ 

I 
I 

all week long. Like· I say, on Saturday, I would have to· 

cut grass, ~ing something qr anoth~r, not. every Saturday • 
' . 

But~ she wouldn't even let me keep them. She wanted to take 

them to her sister.. And I said, ''Let me watch them for 

i2 j! Saturday for a while," and she said, ··"No, that is all right, 
!: 
Ii 

t3 :1 Carol will watch them," and she wouldn't even let me watch 
1! 
•I 

].'! 
:; 
'; 

I' .I 
them. And you. can't cut grass with two year old children 

15 'I ,, 

!I 
1·~ 11 
.~ n 

" 

sitting on your lap, on a lawn mower safely. 

Q Did you, at any time, refuse to 
;l 
.; 

1i :f 
'.J 

take care of them when you had nothing else to do? 
H 

18 i! A No, sir, I did not. 
i9 Q Were your hours any different at 
:::o that time than they are now? 
2: A Yes. I was working a little later 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

dire ct - E. D. Me·ntor 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (cont·inuing) 

~~.:~:E::. 

{~~ 
--,_-~._,,_2~--· ---··-----

Q What is your relationship, if 
,• :.,_ 

any, to Gordon Durrette? 

A I am his aunt. 

Q And how old are you, Mrs. Mentor? 

A Forty-seven. 

Q Forty-seven? 

A Yes. 

Q What, if. anything,· have you been 

doing in the Durrette home in recent months? 

A Taking care of the twin boys. 

Q Is that what you have been doing? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And ho~ long have you been doing 

il that? 
16 :! 

:I 
I! 
I 

11 ' 
:1 
'.I 

18 'l 

!i 
i. 

19 :' 

:10 

2 l ij 
I 

A I think I started the last two 

weeks in February. 

Q And what hours do you do this? 

What days? 

A From twenty minutes of seven in 

the morning, until twenty minutes of fpur in the afternoon. 
<:-----_ 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
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Courthouse Building 
F rcdericksburg, Virginia 2 240 ! 

Office: 371-5258 · Home: 786-4780 

direct - E~ D. Mentor 

Q What days? 

A Tuesday throug~ Friday. ·' :'·· :' -

Q And who is there when you arrive 

in the morning? 

A Gordon. .r 

Q And who is ·there when you leave 

in the afternoon? 

A Bis mother. 

Q, · Now, tell the Court how the children· 

get along with you there in the home during the time that 

you have been baJ:>ysitting with them. 

A I think they do extra good, becaus·e 

they are always telling me they say,. "Emmy,. I love you," 

and things like that. 

Q Who fixes the meals for them? 

A I fix them the breakfast in the 

mornings, and I fix their lunch, and then I put them down 
77---------.......__ _____ ~~::-~~~~--::~~-----~~-=---~---~-
f or naps, and most of the time ·they are down for naps 

when the grandmother gets there. 

Q When you first went to take care 

of the children, can you tell how they acted then as opposed 

to now? Is there any difference in the way --
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I 

THE COURT: That is not the ques-

tion. 

MR. RAWLINGS: That is not what 

I asked. 

MR.. BURNS IDE : What I'm asking.,• 

Your Honor, did she care for. these children 

before he got custody, because that is the 

groundwork -- it seems to be the direction 

yo~ are headed. 

MR. RAWLINGS: That was not what 

I asked. That was not what I was driving at. 

.THE COURT: . Go ahead, Mr • Rawlings. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q I'm directing your attention to the 

time when you first went to take care of the children, 

and also the present time, in your observation of the 

children, and their actions, can you tell us if there 

is any difference in the way they acted.and behaved between 

those two times? 
21 ., 

A Now, they are more calm, and, you 

:; 
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Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - E. D. Mentor 

know, they pay attention and listen when you try to correct 

them, and a whole lot better than they did ·:when I first 

started. 

Q Do they --. do you know of any 

playmates th~;__;~~l.. have? --·--..... 

A No. Because, I mean, there is. 

no really, the ones in the neighborhood just. don't, 

you know, come.. She took them to Bible School, and they· 

had·. lit.tle playmates and t·hings like that, but nobody 

comes to the house. 
r 

Q Are you there, are you present 

when they return from their visits with their mother? 

A Yes, I aui there on Tuesday morning 

i.;, :: when: she brings them in. I get them • . ,; 
f! 

15 Q Tell me how they act when they 

16 come back from the visits with their mother. 

17· A Well. they usually come, you know, 

1s ;I into the house, and they will talk; and they will -- they 

19 just play aroun~ for a while. But,· they are nervous type 

~o children when they get back. You have to, you know, be 

21 kind of positive with them at first to make them realize, 
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direct - E. D. Mentor 

you knowt that they need to settle down and people do 

love them, especially their mother. I mean, the grandmother 

and the daddy, and myself --

Q Do you notice anything unusual 

that they do when they come back from their visits? 

A Only thing ·unusual. I notice is 

when I put them down for their nap. 

Q What happens then? 

A They just play with each other. 

Q What do you mean by that? 

A Well, you know, they just play 

with each other's privates, I call it. 

Q Does that go on the whole time? 

A Wellt it mainly it is on Tuesdays 

is the worse time. 

Q And what is Tuesdays? 

A When Karen brings them home to 

me, and I give them I usually play with them outside, 

take them outside and play with them on the swings, or 

on their bicycles if the weather is permitting, and then 

feed them their lunch, and when I put them to bed, they 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOC!.~ TES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F:-edericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - E. D. Mentor 

........... __ . ·-'.·,, 

· ... _ ~.;..~_:·,_· .. 

have separate beds, but they will be talking and if you 

go in there, a lot of times., one or the other is in the 

bed with the other one and they are playing witp ·.each 

other. 

Q Does this go on all week? 

A Well., they started first, the 

beginning of the time it did, ,but here the L:i·n couple 

weeks now, usually it is just -mainly .on., ~1J.es9ay_s.c· -·-., 

Q What happens, what do you observe 

when the time comes for them to leave to go ·on a visit 

with their mother? 

A I am not there. 

Q You~ .... are not there? 

A She picks them up on .Sundays, 

,5 and I'm not there. I don't work the weekends. 
ii 
:i 
ti 

i8 :: Q Do you have occasion to see them 

11 with their father? 

18 A Oh, I have seen them a lot with 

ir, Gordon. 

Q How do they get along with their 

21 father? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Re~orters 

Courchouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Off:ce: 311-5253 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - E. D. Mentor 

A I think they do extra good, because 

sometimes I kid them, telling them about Gordon, and I 

will say, "Yo.ur daddy is bad, I'm going to spank him," 

something like that. They say, "No, he is not. He is 

·a good daddy," and things like that. They are always 

kidding, and they talk a lot about their daddy. 

Q And have you observed. his actions 

towards them? 

A Well,. in my opinion, Gordon is 

an extra good father. I think --

MR. BURNSIDE: She was asked for 

a description, not an opinion. 

THE WITNESS: I don't know what 

is the difference. I'm sorry • 

THE COURT: I will disregard it • 

Go· ahead. 

Q When the children return on Tuesday 

from their mother, what time, usually, is that? 

A Most times, she gets there quarter 

after ten, not unless she has, you know 

______ _:_ ____________ ___;'--__ __:. __________________ ... 
1: 
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Fr.:t..NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Ccurt Reporters 

CoL,rchouse Building 
::rede:-i::bbu:-g, Virginia 224Gl 

1..::-r:lce: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

·direct E. D. Mentor 

Q At when? 

'_.,_ -··· 
~-

:..;! ~ ::.:.~ 

·:. ~-:.:,::,_· ). . . i 
·:. ~j:~::·:, · .... 

A She usually brings them at quarter 

.:- after ten. 

'" 

10 

l2 
.i 
•: 

16 

19 

~o ·1 

'· :, 
21 ;! 

I 

., 

Q And what time do you serve meals 

on those days? 

A I usually try to give them their 

lunch between 12:00 and 12:30, and then I put them down 

for their nap· at 1 : 30. 

Q Is there any difference between 

the way that you do this when they come back from their: 

mother than regular times? 

A No. I try to keep it on a schedule 

like that, because I think it is better to ~ep them on 

a schedule. 

Q Mrs. Mentor, are you married? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is there any reason why you couldn't 

continue to take care of these children? 

A No, sir. My four children are 

grown. 
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65. 

Q Well, how frequent was ·your contact 

with the children prior to February? In other words, 

I'm sure, as a relative, you probably saw them on holidays, 

occasions, but apart from that, did you see them regularly? 

A I don't know what regularly would 

mean. I would see them like I do kinfolk. 

Q Would iou see them as much as 

once a week? 

A No, I wouldn't say once a week~ 

Q Once a month? 

A Probably once or twice a month, 

because I see them a lot in town with her. 

Q Until February, essentially, you 

saw the children with Gordon or with Karen once or twice 

a month, at mast, and probably for short intervals, is 

that right? 

A Right •. 

Q Now, during that time, I'm sure 

that all you ever observed and ever thought about prior 

to these people separating, were that both parties were 

adequately providing for these children. 
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Courthouse Building 
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Ofr;ce: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 \ ~:.:~~~~;~;.~~· 

cross - E. D. Mentor 

A Oh, I'm sure they were. 

Q You had no reason to believe that 

Karen had never neglected, abused these children at all, 

had you? 

A That never cro·ssed my mind. 

Q That's right. All right. I guess 

it was your understanding, when you first started babysitting_ 

at the end of February, that the children were being changed 

from Mrs. Durrette' s cu$tody to Mr. Durrette·,. right? 

A Yes. 

Q In other word~ when you started 

12 :i babysitting, they had been with their mother, in their 

i'.) mother's custody. 

14 A Right. 

15 Q Wouldn't you think it was natural 

•<: ', for two children that have just undergone a change from 

1 "7 their mother to father, from their mother to their father, 

13 would be nervous, unsteady, unstable? 

19 

::'.0 
MR. RAWLINGS: This is calling 

21 
for an opinion. 
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Ofi~ce: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - E. D~ Mentor 

MR. RAWLINGS: If he .asked for 

hearsay, she is entitled to answer it. 

I would like to have her answer it. 

THE COURT: If Mr. Rawlings does 

·not object, you have to answer the questiGn, 

· Mrs • Mentor. 

A Well, they never asked about her;: 

If you asked them about Karen, they would talk about her,. 

but they never ·asked ·for her, ·no • 

Q Now, how long do you think they 

were upset, for a week, two weeks? 

A Well, you can't put it like that. 

I wouldn't think, because she picks '..them up on Sunday, . 

and brings them back on Tuesday, so it is the same thing 

over and over.. So, looks like, in the afternoon, sai, 

about Thursday, .or Friday, they begin to realize that 

-. 

the time is drawing near where they go ~ith her again. 

They begin to get extra nervous, and upset, and they don't 

rest as well. 

Q Is Mrs. Durrette, the grandmQubet':,-, 

i h h 'l'.', d' . ? s s e t ere on ,z.Jl.~~' ay, ~9~I?-.;i.-ngs_.,,, -· .... '\-~ ~·r:. .... ___ ,,_ .. ~. "'°" .... ·· 
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~or the plaiatif~ 1 :i~~L b~ing ~uly sworn, 

Lestified a~ ~olL0ws: 

-:--~ -r-
.... - -···· ~ ... ~ -· ., ... >, ""· ~ ·- .. - • ~' ••• :.·· 

1 • 4' .,; .• .: ... ... ~~. .... -' 

~ ... .:.. . . 

State ?C:..~r name ano i;..:nere you live. 

l.. l....:.....;.: at 312 

Beachnut iJr:;..•,r.::, .:)?ct:.:iwooci 2,3:::1::· .. :;. 

on uu. 

1 • 
\) 

A 

Q 

-48-

How lor.g ~-:.::.:.,·,~ you 1iv~d there? 

:L ·= Fl. .1. 1J•::: i0u.r year 8 in O~tober. 

..... _: ·.: ;res, indeed. 

How· cftt~n do you s ~e the children? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
~:·edericKsburg. Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - R. Carter 

A Every day. 

,.-;~~:·. 
,;· ~--. '.:~\ 
: :/ ' • .-J•' I?-~ 

.· ::=::.=· ·::· 

\:ff!J3 

Q Directing your attention to the 

time since February 24th, 1980, of this year, have you 

had occasion to see the children at the Durrette home? 

A Yes, sir, about every evening, , 

every morning too. I would see them about every day that 

goes· by. They are there ninety pe .. rcent of the time, and 

I see them just about every time they are home. 

Q That' a been during the past several·· · 

months? 
,- ~' • I 

A Oh, yes. Yes, indeed. If they 

are outside, I usually see them. 

Q Do you r.ecall the time that Mr. 

and Mrs. Durrette were living there together? 

A Yes, indeed. 

Q Do you recall the time that they 

stopped living together? 

A I remember, yes, indeed. I remember 

at the time that they stopped. 

Q And since Mr. Durrette haa the 

children there with him, how have t~ey gotten along? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courrhouse Buiiding 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - R. Carter 

A I don't -think they could have 

gotten along any better, as .far as the home a~d the surround-. 

ings is concerned. They have~·been getting along fine, 

and it is apparent he has done an outstanding job with 

them. 

Q How often do you see him1 

A I ·see Gordon· every evening, just 

about every day. I speak to Gordon on the average of 

every day when he comes home o.=f of the truck. 

Q Do you see him with the children? 

A Well, as soon as he gets his mail 

and then he comes on out and he stays with the children 

until they are ready for bedtime. He stays there right 

in the yard with them. 

Q What do they do? 

A They go out there and he· plays 

with them on the swings, and certain ... things. The children 

will play, and once in a while, he will take them in the 

car and take them for a ride before·. he gets ready to give 

them a bath and get ready for bed, and so £orth 
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direct - R. Carter 

Q How,.do the children appear with 

2 , respect to him? How do they appear to feel . t<;>wards hi.in? · 
I; 

3 A A_hundred percent. What I mean 

4 by· that, they are perfectly satisfied in every way. 

Q Hav~ you ~- did you see them with 

6 their mother before she left there? 

A Yes. They used to come out in 

s the yard when Karen was home, and I seen them out there 

g playing around in ·the yard with them. 

10 Q Do you know anything about Mrs. 

Durrette' s actions prior to her leaving home, ·as far as 

12 staying there at the house? 

.! ... ) A Nothing that I could testify against,~-~ 

J.l no. ---l.j Q Can you tell do ·you know of .. 

is anything that would disqualify Mr. Durrette from h&ving 

j-;' custody of the children? 

18 Ii A Not a thing in the world •. I de> 
I 

:t 
I think he's done an excellent job, artd I think 19 not. 

20 he would continue to do so. I don't have c:iny doubt in 

21 my mind, or have any reason.to suspect he wouldn't. 
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cross - R. Carter 

A Yes, I do. 

Q I believe she is a young mother. 

that lives a few doors down. 

A That is correct. 

Q I think you find her to be an 

excelle.nt mother also? 

A So -."far as I know. 

Q Do you recall that whe.n.__Ka.r.e.n__ ----. ...... .. ..-.---··" .--·--~--,....· . . . 

lived with Gordon, that Karen· used to go. down to Sandra 

Ogle' s, or Sandra Ogle would come down there .. 

A Right. 

Q The·;i.r children played together? 

A That's right. 

Q That is not true now. 

A It is not by choice. It is not 

because -- but they come up there occasionally. They 

will come across there occasionally and play. 

Q Not like they did when Karen lived 

there though. 

A Well, I don't· know what the reason. 

for that would be, but they do come up there. 
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·\;~·, 

77_,_ 

Q But not like they used to when 

Karen lived there. 

A M~ybe not as much, let's put it 

that way. 

Q All right, other than that though, 

evidently, the children played togethkr quite a bit in 

·~he back yard, or front yard. 

A Mostly played right around the 

home, right. 

Q Do you know Mrs; Mentor? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Evidently, also from what you 
,.....___---~~~~~~~~~~--* 

have stated, you know of no reason why Karen should not 

) have custody of her children either, as. far as you were 
-

---- ----- -concerned when she lived in the neighborhood she was a 

tended to the children so forth? 

A As far as I know. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I 

have, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Rawlings. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY Be ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

,--~. 

~~ Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

LEWIS DURRETTE, a 

witnes·s, ;·being. called for examination by 

79. 

counsel for the plaintiff, first being duly 

sworn, testified as follows: . 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name and where you live. 

A Lewis Durrette, 4802 Hood Drive. 

Q What is your relationship to Gordon 

Durrette? 

A He is my son. 

Q Do you know his wife, Karen? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Mr. Durrette, do you ~~":.how··'· 

often do you see your son, Gordon, and his children? 

A About every day. 

Q Can you, directing your attention 

to February the 24th, 1980, when your son was given custody 

of these children, can you tell the Court what,· if any, 

difficulty there was between the time that you saw them 

then, and the way they acted and behaved, and the present 
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direct - L. Durrette 

A Well, at that time, when·they 

went to the table to eat, 'they didn't know how to ·chew 

their food. They. just, if you put meat in their mouth, 

or give them meat to eat, they would sit there and·just 

suck on it. And we worked with them·and got them to wh~re 

they can chew their food now. And they didn't talk like 

they should. Since my wife has been working with them, 

and the bab~sitter, they talk now more freely, and they 

are more -·happy now •. 

Q Do you recall any other instances? 

A Well, just before he got cus.tody 

of the children, the children used to didn't want to go 

up to the mother's when they carried them back on Sunday 

evening. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection, Your 

Honor. That is hearsay. 

THE WITNESS: That is not hearsay, 

sir.· 

MR. RAWLINGS: It is what they 

said. 
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81. 

THE COURT: Ask him to describe. 

·Q what made ·you think that? · . 

A When my son had to carry the children · 

up on a Sunday evening, they cried and didn't want to 

go, because I went with hi.pi to carry the children up there 

one evening. and when we pulled in the driveway, both 

children started crying and didn~t want to get out of 

the truck. And my. son took them; and carried them both 

out on the sidewalk, and squated right down with them 

and told them that they would have to go. and stay with 

their mother. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

Q Did they go? 

A He carried them to the door, and 

both of them was crying, .. :didn • t want to leave him. 

Q Is that all youi·.can say about 

the actions of the children, the only instance~ that you 

can recall? 
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F;:(,o'.\NCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 

Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: .3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - L. Durrette 

A Well, only that that evening the 

mother of the children, and their grandmother was fighting 

at my son when he carried the food and stuff to the door, 

and used some bad language, and I made him come away from 

the door, and we left the children. 

Q Did you have occasion, prior to 

the time that. Mrs. Durrette, Karen and Gordon separated, 

did you have occasion to talk with Karen about the children? 

A Well, we was down on Christmas. 

Eve, just before Christmas, and we were visiting with 

them, and I had lent Gordon and Kar~n some money to make 

the downpayment on the house; and they hadn't paid any 

payment back on it for about three months. Karen asked 

me how much money that they still owed me, and I told 

her it was seven thousand and three hundred dollars, .and 

she said, "Well, we will give you the boys for that money." 

But I didn't make her any comment on that. We was getting 

ready to leave at the time. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 

is all I want to ask him, Judge. 
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PAUL McKINNEY, a wit-

ness, being called for examination by counsel 

for the plaintiff, first being duly sworn, 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name, and where you live • 

A Paul McKinney, Route 2, Box 516, 

Spotsylvania~ Virginia. 

Q Do you know Karen Durrette? 

A Just by face, not personally. 

Q Do you know when you see her? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know where she lives? 

A Yes·, sir. 

Q Where does she:live? 

A She lives.next to me in Spotsylvania. 

: 9 Our property joins. 

20 Q 

A 

When you say it is her property 

She is· renting a trailer. It 

was originally owned by Clyde Blankenship. Charlie Cannon 

• wasi'ent1ng it befor.e she was. 
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Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 86. 

direct ·- P. McKinney 

Q How far' is this trailer from your 

property? 

A About a hundred yards. 

Q And how far is it from the Cannon 

house? 

A I'd say about a hundred and fifty 

yards. 

Q Can you ~:-:: .:have· .. you been in the 

trailer? 

A Yes, sir. It's been about eight 

years ago when Mr. Blankenship lived ther.e himself. 

Q Can you describe the outside of 

the trailer, the condition of the trailer. 

A The condition of the trailer? 

The condition of the trailer is fine. It's got a light 

post outside directly in front of it. I'm real familiar 

with the property. I'm developing a piece of property 

------· 

in the back that runs directly around Blankenship's property. 

Q Are there many houses in the neigh-

borhood? 

A No, air. Let's see, I'd say maybe 

six or seven in the general vicinity. 
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.. ~:~~\ 
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Q Now, do you know a person by the 

2 name of Gary Bullock? 

3 A Yes, sir. I don't know him personally. 

~ I have run into him by accident. 

Q You know him when you see him? 

6 A Yes, sir. 

-. Q Do you know his car or his vehicle? 

A Yes, sir. 

9 Q What can_you tell me about --

well, at· any time, have you ever seen that car in your 

l .. neighborhood? 

12 A I have seen that car on my property, 

~.3 sir. 

Q On your property? 

15 A Yes, sir. I got involved in this 

1° very indirectly. On April the 16th, we have had a lot 

17 of vandalism in our area, I was riding back on the road 

i8 ' that I developed, and went down to check on Paul Battoff's 

house, as we do occasionally, and tUrned out and came 

back out, and as we came to the road, 'this '70 Pontiac 

LeMans directly cut us off, and it's a private road, and 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: AS SOCIA TES 
Court Reporters 

0.~~· 

(~J Courrhouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct.- P. McKinney 

88. 

Mr. Sluter and I had turned and blocked the road so· we .. 

stopped him and asked him his name, and he said, "Gary," 

wouldn't say his last name. And I said, "I have no other 

alternative --

·: .. ·.._ .. ..:. 
... if. ...... 

time? 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor --

Q Don't tell us what he said. 

MR.. BURNSIDE: Not only that, 

but I don't see the relevance. 

THE COURT: I hope Mr. Rawlings 

is going to tie it in. 

Q Where was he coming from at that 

A He come out from behind the trailer. 

There are two lanes that. sort of run there together. · I 

have a road there, and there is a lane that runs back 

to the property that Keren is living on. 

Q And he came from the trailer, 

'.?O you said? 

A Yes, from behind the trailer. 
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Q Are you fami'liar with Mrs. Durrette's: 

2 automobile? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Was that there at the time? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q On what other occasions, if any, 

have you seen them there together? 

A To give you e~plicite dates,.only 

one., and that was last Saturday. I seen them both there 

together in the morning. It was around seven o'clock. 

Q And what did you -- where did 

you see them? 

A Just both cars sitting behind 

the trailer. 

Q Did you see the cars leave? 

A No, sir. I did not see the cars 

leave. 

Q Do y6.u::.know the Durrette children? 

A I have seen them on occasion. 

I don't know them, not on a personal basis. 

Q Have you ever seen them at the 

trailer? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Freder!cksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-j258 Home: 786-4780 

PAUL BOTTORFF, a wit-

ness, being called for examination by counsel 

for the plaintiff, first being duly sworn, 

testified as follows: 

DIREC'l' EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name and where you live. 

A My.:.name is. Paul Bottorff. I live 

at 5 Payne Circle, in Todds Tavern, B-O-T~T-0-R-F-F. 

Q What kind of work do you do? 

A School teacher. 

Q Do you know ~ren Durrette by 

14 , sight or personally1 

13 

,, 
!' 

A No. Not by sight or personally, 

rn no, I do not. I have only seen the lady in the yard of 

i 7 ,, her residence • 
li 

i8 Q You what? 

18 A I have only seen Mrs. Durrette 

20 in her front yard, going to her car on occasion as I am 

21 :: leaving my residence. ·But I do not know her, . no. 
:1 
:! 
'! 
·; 

'• J 
" " 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courrhouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cffi..:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
93. 

direct - P. Bottorff 

Q· Do you know her when you see her? 

A Yes. 

Q And where does she live? 

A It is my understanding that she 

lives in a trailer 

MR. BURNSIDE: I would object, 

Your Honor, to his understanding. 

Q Just _tell what you"'.know.. Tell 

what you know. 

THE COURT: Let him describe where 

he's seen her. I think that might help. 

Q Just say where you have seen her. 

A I have seen tliis:'.lady in the yard 

of a trailer. which is to the right of the road that enters 

my subdivision. · 

Q Have you seen anybody else there 

at the trailer with her? 

A Not with her. I have seen a gentle-

man with two small boys there on one occasion, as I was 

.:, coming home from work. 
:l 
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FR,2.NCES K. HA.LEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Co-urthouse Building 
?redericksburg, Virginia 22401 

C1tfice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - P. Bottorff 

Q You don't know what gentleman 

it was? 

A I do not know the gentleman's 

name, no. 

Q Have you seen him before? 

A No. 

Q Can you describe him to us? 

94. 

A He is about five-ten, with light 

brown hair,_ and a beard, so~t of stockily built. 

Q Have you seen that person before 

that time, more than once?: 

:.., 

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me, he asked 

that question before, and the witness responded 

no, that is the only time he saw the man. 

THE WITNESS: I have only seen 

the gentleman once, yes. 

THE COURT: That cleared it up. 

Go ahead, Mr. Rawlings. 

Q Are you familiar with the automobile 

he was driving, or drives? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCl.A.TES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 311-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - P. Bottorff 

A I have never seen that gentleman 

2 in the automobile. I have seen the automobile, which 

3 ·: . is registered to him, out there. on several occasions. 

Q And wher~ you say out there, where 

did you see this car? 

·3 A .. ·:. I have seen that automobile in 

i ' front of the brick, Cannon's home, and in front of the 

3 trailer also. 

9 'i' 
! Q . Do you know the time of day you 

. HJ saw these cars, the car? 

11 A This car? I have seen it in the 

11 morning, and in the afternoons,. and in the evenings. 

13 Let me ask you this, you say this 

l ""t is your subdivision 
" I 

l5 A It is not mine, I live there. 

16 Q Do you know how many children 

l I live in the area? 

13 A In the subdivision, there is only 

1q my home. It's a new subdivision. There is only one home 
·i 

there. :20 I. 
!i 
I 

There are no children in the subdivision. Out 

21 ii on the road, there are some smaller children. 
'I ,. 

-69-



'· .. 

,...--.... 
: r \ 
: . :_J 

l I r-; 
\:!_} 
/~·,\ 

I I . 
l i ! 
I i I ! 
\ '-' / 

-----· 
---., 

; !) l 
• i....• : 

.. -. i/ 
\ I l 
\ . I 
\ I 
' I I ' 
• 1 

; l 
,__} 

i, .. 

:.o 

'1 

.J). 

1-"R;\NCES K. HALEY & ASSOC!~.TES 
Court Reporters 

Cour:house Building 
rr:::dericksl:-urg, Virginia 22401 

GLicc: 371-5258 Home: 786--t?SO 

direct - P. Bottorff 

Q What road? 

A On the main road. There are Paul 

McKinney's children, there are some children that live 

next to Mr. s:-Iutt.er., and Mr. Profit, but in that immediate 

area, and in that subdivision, there are no children. 

Q How far are these away from the 

trailer? 

A Five hundred yards, maybe. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 

is all I want to ·ask him, Judge. 

THE COURT: . All right., you will 

have to answer Mr. Burnside's questions. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q I might not have gotten your last 

name. 

A Bottorff. 

Q You mentioned the brick Cannon's 
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FRP-.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Counhouse Building 
~rcdcricksburg, Virginia 22401 

Ofii:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - P. Bottorff 

home, do you happen to know that Mr. Cannon's name? 

A Charles Cannon, Jr. 

Q Charlie? 

A Yes. 

Q This automobile that you referred 

to, I would imagine that you have seen this automobile 

at Mr!' Cannon's home mornings·, afternoons, and evenings. 

A I have seen it at Mr. Cannon's 

home, and in front of· the trailer. 

Q I understand that. We are just 

dealing with Mr. Cannon's home. You have seen it there 

in the morning, the afternoon, and the evening. 

A Yes. I have seen it there several 

times, yes. 

Q Now, the one time you saw the 

gentleman who you don't know 

A (interjecting) The only gentleman, 

on that particular day, that I knew, was Charles Cannon, 

and he was painting the lamp post in front of the trailer, 

and there was another gentleman there in the driveway 

with the two boys. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - P. Bottorff 

98. 

Q. This is duri.ng daylight, evidently? 

A Yes~ It was. when I was returning 

3 
:, home from school, coming back from work. 

G 
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Q Evidently, about 4:00, or 4:30? 

A Yes, about 4:00, or 4:30. 

And Mr. Cannon, who is a neighbor, 

I think you said he was painting the lamp post? · 

A Somebody was spray painting a 

lamp post. Now, I didn'·t. pay that. much attention. It 

looked like Charlie Cannon to me. The road does not pass 

that close. 

Q Now, apart from this, have you 

ever seen children, these same children, on other occasions? 

A I have seen the children on one 

occasion with Mrs. Durrette, and .another lady, as I was 

going out to get the paper, or something. 

Q Anything unusual that you noted 

at that time when you saw the children? 

A No, sir. There was a younger 

boy there, maybe fourteen or fifteen with them. 

1 · 
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;=RANCES K. HALEY .& ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Buiicling 
'Fredericksburg, Virginia 2240 l 

O:"i'ice.: 371-5258 Horne: 786-4780 

; cross - P. Bottorff •i 
' 

Q Then obviously, you didn't·see 

2 the children being upset or anything of that nature? 

A No. 

Q They didn't look unattended, or 

3 she wasn't neglecting them? 

6 A I --
,. 

Q Not letting ·them run· out in the 

d street, or that type of thing. 

u A ·r didn't stand· there and watch 

10 what was going on. 
., 
.l Q But everything was normal? 

12 .A As I was going·1·b.y:·they were getting 

i:3 

i~ 

15 
,, 
,1 

MR. RAWLINGS: I just have on 

!·.:-

16 
question, Judge. 

l I 

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Rawlings. 

18 

19 

::o ;1 

21 
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BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q 

trailer? 

A 

home. 

Q 

A 

Q 

house? 

What is the closest house to the 

That would be Charles Cannon's 

And how far is that away? 

Fifty or sixty yards. 

And after that, what i:~ the closest 

A It would be eicher my house, or 

Mr. Jones' home. Mr. Jones is right on t:he end of th~ 

subdivision road. 

Q How far are they away from the 

trailer? 

A I'd say about three or four hundred 

yards, three hundred yards, something like th at. 

Q Each of th~m the sam~ distance.? 

A About that. Well,, my home is 

through the woods from Mr. Cal.1non' s home. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Courr Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
102. 

CHARLES H. SLUTTER, 

a witness, being called for examination by 

counsel for the plaintiff, first being duly 

. sworn, testified· as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name and where you live~ 

A Charles H. Slutter, Route 2, Box 

512, Spotsylvania, Virginia. 

Q What do you do, Mr. Slutter? 

A I am a parts manager for Case 

~Uipment Dealer. 

Q Do you know where the Cannon house-· 

hold is? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q How far is. that from your house? 

A Oh, that is approximately, I'd 

say, three to five hundred yard•· 

Q Do you know either person:a;l.ly · 

or by sight, Karen Durrette?· 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-j258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - c. H. Slutter 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know whether she lives 

3 anywhere in the area? 
., 

A She lives in a trailer at the 

s Cannon property. 

Q Do you. know her car when you see 

7 it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Have you seen any other automobiles. 

10 at her house? 

ll ' ;i A Yes, sir, I have. 

12 '.j 
Q What? 

;i 

13 A It was a Pontiac LeMans, chocolate 

H colored, and it had a Virginia tag number of VDU-150. 
j! 
!I 

i5 " ,, ,, Q That was what now? 
ii 
II 

" 16 " 'I 

ll 
A Pontiac LeMans, chocolate brown, 

II 
iJ 

17 ;J ,, with a license number of VDU-150. 
'I ,, 
:: 
·1 

18 :! Q Do you know the person who was 
;1 
" I 

·o lv " i! driving that car? 
' 

1! 
i' 

20 1l 
:I 
·I 

!1 
21 II 

'I 
!1 ,I 
,I 

" •i 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q And who was it? Who did you see 

driving it? 
Jj 
\ 

i! 
-77-
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - c. H. Slutter 

A .·A young fellow by the name of 

Bullock. 

Q And did you see that car at any 

time at the trailer? 

A Yes, sir, I have. 

Q More· than once? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How often? 

.A O~~;( I'd say two .or three times 

that I can ,specify. 

Q Do you know what time of the day 

you saw it there? 

A. Evenings.· And j~st recently, 

lt·.:iwas·.~there one morning. 

Q What morning? 

A It was Saturday, this past Saturday 

Q .And what did you see? 

A I seen him go in the driveway 

and park the car right alongside the trailer, and that· 

was at approximately seven o'clock in the morning, and 

I! left at approximately 10:00, 10:00 in the morning • 
. , 
: ~ 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCiATES 
Court Reporters 

Cot!rthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - C. H. Slutter-

105. 

Q Did anything happen when he left? 

A He just left. Shortly after he 

left, about five or six minutes, why, the young lady left 
•... ! 

in her.car. 

Q The time that you saw his car 

there. did you see any other car there? 

.A Her car was there. 

Q ·Have you, at any time, seen Mr. 

Bullock and Mrs. Durrette together any other place other 

than the trfdler? 

A I have· seen her car come out one 

time -- of course, I'm over on my own property -- on the 

14th, or 15th, when they had a party over there, several 

weeks ago, and there was two people, two occupants in 

the car. That was on a Saturday, I think the 14th. And 

then on Sunday, the 15th, he come over to my place late 

in the evening, or afternoon. I should say, to borrow 

some t:oo ls. 

MR. BURNSIDE: I would object 

to any conversation between these two. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Offi:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - c. H. Slutter 

Q Don't say what he said to you. 

THE COURT: He can say he borrowed 

some tools. 

Q Did he borrow the· tools? 

A Yes, sir, he borrowed the tools. 

Q Then what did he do? 

A He left, and about 9: 00, 9:30, 

he came. back, returned the tools with her car .. 

Q Was there anybody else in the 

car but him? 

A He had some other young fellow 

f:; with him. I have no idea who he was. 

Q Have you, at any time, seen Mrs. 

15 Durrette and Mr. Bullock in the same car together? 

lG A I couldn't swear that it was ·them, 

because everybody today has long hair. 

13 Q Could you tell us anything unusual 

19 ·about Mr. Bullock's condition when he came to get the 

20 tools? 

2! 
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Honor. All of this, the last three witnesses, 

are totally irrelevant. He hasn't connected 

this in any form ·vhatsoever to a custody 

proceeding. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe --

THE COURT: I think you can show 

the cases, I understand, Mr. Burnside, he 

can show the l.ifestyle of.either yarty 

And I think that is what he is attempting 

to do. 

MR .. BURNSIDE: There hasn't been 

any lifestyle shown yet. There has jus:: 

been two automobil2s. That is all. 

THE COT..JRT; You can argue t.hac 

at the end. Go ahea.d, Mr. Rawlin8S. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Can you tell us anything about 

his condition at the time he came to get the tools? 

A 

Q 

·-81-
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8c ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

;; direct - C. H. · Slutter' 

1 ,1 
I 

A High. 

2 I Q What do you mean by that? 

3 
1 MR. BURNS IDE: We don't even know 

that Mrs. Durrette was at home. 
j I ·~ 

MR. RAWLINGS: That is a matter 
6 

of weight to the question. 
i 

THE COURT·:. Ask ... ,liim what he 
8 

observed, Mr. Rawlings. 

10 Q What did you.observe to his condi-

11 tion? 

12 A When he come over to borrow the 

J.V tools, he was in a very high condition. Now, whether 

1,1 he was on alcohol, or that, I coul4n':t-· say. 

15 ., 
I 

I 

16 d :, 
:1 

17 

lS 

19 

THE COURT: That is not the coudi-

tion. What did he ·do? 

THE WITNESS: "Hey, man, do 

you remember me? ! live over here in the 

trailer." 

MR. BURNSIDE: I.object to all 

this hearsay again. 
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FRP..NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F:·edericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

! . 

1Q9_, 

i direct - C. H. Slutter 

' 1 

2 

.j 

5 

g ; 
·, 

10 

11 

b I 

13 

.:..5 

21 

THE WITNESS: It i.s not hearsay, air. 
•• •1 ~ 

,.. ' ,1_ •. THE COURT: Don' t argue with 

him. Objection sustained. Go ahead, Mr. 

Rawlings·. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I·:believe: that i.s 

all I want to ask him • 

THE. COURT: Do you want to cross 

examine Mr. Slutter, Mr. Burnside? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q You let him borrow your tools that · 

evening? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q You referred to a Pontiac LeMans, 

sir, I believe you have seen that same one just as the 

previous witnesses, at the. Cannon house, correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And, as I understand it, on the 

one Saturday morning that you saw him, you saw this car 

drive up to the trailer. 

A Yes, sir, I seen it~ 
** -83-
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:=RANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCl.A.TES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F~edericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

MICHAEL WHITE, a wit-

ness, being called for examination by counsel 

for the plaintiff, first being duly sworn, 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name and where you live. 

A Michael White, and I live in Loctist 

Grove, Virginia, Star .Route Box 150, Mine Run, Virginia. 

Q What is yow:: occupation? 

A Private Investigator. 

Q Are you acquainted·' with, or know 

1-; when you see Karen Durrette? 

J.j A I know her when I see her, yes .. 
•j 

1€ :1 Q Do you know what kind. of automobile 

l':' she drives? 

18 A She drives a Chevrolet, license 

i9 number FWE-465. 
:: 
j; 
.j 

20 ., 
" 

Q Do you know a person by the name 

of Gary Bullock when you see h~~? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8:: ASSOCIATES 

Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Cffice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - M. White 

112. 

A I have seen him once. I think 

2 I would know him if I s.aw . him again. 

3 Q Do you know what kind of car he 

·-! drives? 

A I .have his license.number was 

6 VDU-150, .and it is on a Pontiac two•,..door. 

7 

MR. BURNSIDEz Your Honor, I would, 
·a 

of course, object to· who a license. number· 
9 ! . 

is registered to, because it necessarily. 
l'J 

relies upon hearsay evidence from the Depart-
l1 

ment of Motor Vehicles. 
f.2 I 

·i 
I THE CO'()RT: Y~s, sir. Mr. Rawlings 

13 

can ask him if he observed Mr. Bolluck in . ' " L"< 

:' 
" " , .. ..!. ... the car, and what kind of car that was. 

(5 

16 BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Have you seen Mr. Bullock in his 

car? 

A No, sir, I have not. 
'.:0 

Q Have you seen a car with that 

license number? 
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PRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F~ed::ricksburg, Virginia 224Cl 

()frice: 311-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - M. White 

A Yes, sir, I have. 

Q Where did you see it? 

A I have seen the car at a mobile 

+ home located near Todds Tavern, on State Route 612. 

3 Q Do you know who lives in that 

trailer? 

-
' A I observed this lady here at the. 

s ' trailer, a Mrs. Bullock, and she's been staying there. 

o : 1· have· seen her .. there several times. (witness indicating) 

!.2 'i 

13 ,; 

l~ 

13 

lt3 " 
; 

17 

,1z 
·' '! 

19 

'i 
:20 !i 

j· 
·' 

,, . 
"'. 

Q Are you pointing to someone? 

A Mrs. Bullo.ck. 

MR.·BURNSIDE: I hope she is 

not. 

THE CoURT: Let the record show 

he was pointing to Mrs. Durrette. 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. I got 

my names confused. 

Q Directing your attention to April 

the 14th, 1980, were you in the neighborhood of the trailer 

that you referred to? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Cou r~house Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

(;Hice: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - M. White 

114. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me, Your 

Honor, I would like to inquire at this 

time, I note that he is looking at his notes. 

I would like to inquire if he is refreshing 

his recollection, and if so, that I be per~ 

mitt·ed to see whatever it is that he is 

reading from. 

THE. COURT: Yes, I think that 

·1 .. _ ~ .. is a proper request. 
10 

MR. RAWLINGS: Yes, that· is certain-
11 ly all right. 

l2 

l3 NOTE: At this time 

a paperwriting is handed to Mr. Burnside 

by the witness. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me a moment, 
I': 

Your Honor. Fine, Your Honor. 

[8 " 
THE COURT: Go ahead. 

lS 
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t=RANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
rred.::ricksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-.5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - M. White 

BY MR.. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

115. 

Q As I say, directing your attention 

to April the 14th well, first let me ask you this, 

do you know by sight or personally the Durrette children? 

A Yes, ·sir. 
~ .. 

Q Dire~ting your attention to April 

14th, 1980-, did you see them at that time? 

A Yes, sir •. I did. At 7: 30, around 
9 ; 

7:30. p.m., I set up an observation of a house located 

at Route 10', Box 639, Mr:s. Durrette' s mother's house, out 

near Chancellor. I left around· 7:00 -- around 8:00, and 
12 

returned again. 
12-

Q When you left at eight o'clock, 

did you notice anybody there? 
i5 

·1 A There was nobody there except 
'i 

F.i '! 
! Mrs. Lack's car. I didn't see any other vehicles, or 

17 

any people at that time, nobody. I came back at approxi-
18 

mately 10:00 p.m., checked the house again. Again, I 
i9 

observed Mrs. Lack's car. ·No other cars there. L·,went 
20 

·· around behind the house. There is. a field behind the 
21 

house, and from the road, on the other side of the field, 
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FRANCE:S K. HALEY 8: ASSOCl..A.TES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

()ftice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - M. White 

. 
I could see through the window at the far end of the house 

from the road, and I could see Mrs.· Lacks :changing: the'-::.::.:~:·:~:.: 
! 

children into their pajamas at that time, arO'Jrtd ten o'clock. i 

Q Do you know what day of the week 

that was? 

A No, sir, I don't. It's April 

14th, 1980, is the date • 

Q Well, I would like to show you 

I can show· you my calendar, or we can agree that this 

is my calendar. Can you tell us what day of the week 

the 14th is? 

. THE COURT: AB it is shown on 

your calendar. 

MR.. RAwLINGSi I guess it is 

a correct calendar. Let's show it on 

the Judge's calendar • 

A It's a Monday. 

Q Did you see Mrs. Durrette at that 

time? 

A No, sir, I did not. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOClATES 
C0urr Reporters 

<::;ounhouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 2 240 l 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - M. White 

Q How long did you stay there? 

A I stayed approximately eleven 

3 i· o'clock before I went home. 

e· 

7 

8 ., 
: 
ii 

9 
,, 

iO 

11 

12 

14 

, -
,.J I! 

i! 
1· 

16 :: 

11 

'I ,. 

Q Did you see her arrive at any 

time? Did she arrive at any time that you were there? 

A .No, sir. not while I was there. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 

is all I wapt to ask. 

THE COURT~,· Cross examination, 

Mr. B~ide. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
f 

BY MR.. BURNSIDE: 

Q This Mrs. Lack who you referred 

GO concerning the evening of April 14th, that is the mother 

il of this young lady? Correct? 
19 ii 

1
: A Yes.· · 

20 

Q And further, as I understand it, 

you were absent from the area from eight o'clock p.m., 

Until ten o'clock p.m. 

,. 
' 

A 
before ten o'clock. 

I 
A little after eight o'clock,until just 

** -91- : 
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FRti.NCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Coun Reponers 

Courchouse Building 
Fredericksi:-urg, Virgini~ 2 240 l 

Office: 3 71-5258 · Home: 786-4780 

---------------------------~ 
WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 

MR. RAWLINGS: Jerry Hamilton. 

JERRY DAVID HAMILTON, 

a witness, being called for examination by 

counsel for the plaint:f.ff, first being duly 

sworn, testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your.name and where you 

live. 

A My name is Jerry David Hamilton. 

I live at Route 1, Box 309D, Spotsylvania-County, Virginia. 

Q What is your occupation? 

A Private Investigator. 

Q Do you know Mr. Mike White? 

A Yes, I do. 
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?="RANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCJATES 
Coun Reponers 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-52.58 Home: 786-4780 

direct - J. D. Hamilton 

Q Are you acquainted with, or do 

you know·on sight Mrs. Karen Durrette? 

A I have never met her. 

Q Do you know when you see ~er? 

A Yes, I do •. · 

Q Do you know a person by the name 

of Gary Bullock when you see him? 

A 

Q 

I believe I could identify him. 

.Have you, in the: last, within 

the last week, had occasion to see one or both of these 

two people? 

A Yes. 

Q Where and when? 

A I observed, last Saturday morning, 

1~ at 10:00, 10:00,:;a.m., Mr •. Bullock and Mrs. Durrette leave 

16 the trailer that was described to me as being the residence 

of Mrs. Durrette. The woman. followed the man to a vehicle. 

!r. It was a Pontiac, license tag number VDU-150. Mr. Bullock •· 

I 

! -
I 
: 
i 

Hi opened the trunk of the car, put something inside, I couldn't;~~:.~· 

20 see, and closed the trunk. He entered the car by the 

21 driver's door, sat in the driver's seat, and Mrs. Durrette 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksi:JUrg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - J. D. Hamilton 

leaned inside the door, which was still opened, in a manner 

in which I would believe she kissed the driver. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. He 

described a manner. It is obviously an opin-

ion. He's speculating on what happened. 

THE COURT: He can describe what 

he observed, Mr. Rawlings. 

Q 'Just· tell us what you observed 

her do. 

A I observed her lean inside the 

door in· front of the driver, approximately one .to,~two 

seconds. She got out of the vehicle, closed the door, 

then she returned to the trailer. The driver backed the 

car up, and drove 'off to theeleft of my position. 

Q HOw far were you away? 

A Approximately one hundred and 

fifty feet. Close enough that I could, without special 

optics, read the tag number of the vehicle. 

Q Have you, at any time prior to 

that, seen these two people at this place? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 

Court Reporters 
Courthou:e Building 

Fredericksburg, \ii;-ginia 22401 
Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - J. D. Hamilton 

A Not to my knowledge. 

MR. RAWLINGS: That is all I 

·want to ask him. 

THE COURT: Cross examine, Mr. 

Burnside. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Just one qµeation, 

Your Honor. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q Sir, what time;;did you·get .. to 

that residence? 

A . I arrived at the residence, or 
I 

a position where I could observe the residence at 9:00 

a.m. 

Q All right," so,. in other words, 

as Mr. Slutter previously testified, you would not have 

knowledge of the fact that a car drove up to this location 

at seven o'clock. You have no recollection of how long 

it was there, or anything of that nature. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Builciin~ 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cfh:c: 3 71-5258 !-fome: 786-4 780 

cross - J. ,D.· Hamilton 

A ·No; I do not .. Ma,y I add --

Q Excuse me. Did you prepare a 

report and file· the same with Mr. Rawlings, a written 

report?· 

A I prepared a report that was placed 

in a file at my office. 

Q Do you have that written report 

with you today? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Did you rely upon that in testify-

ing today? In other words, did you review your report 

in coming to Court today? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

MR. BURNSIDE: I would like to 

see that since he used it to refresh his· 

recollection, Your Honor • 

NOTE: At this t~e 

a paperwriting is handed to Mr. Burnside 

by the witness. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Coun:-iouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Ofrtce: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

NOTE: At 12:25 p .. m., 

a break was taken. At 12: 35 p .m., all p~rties 

present as before, the matter continues as 

follows: 

GORDON E. DURRETTE, 

the plaintiff, being called for examination 

by counsel for the plaintiff, first being 

duly sworn, testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q State your name and where you live. 

A Gordon Durrette, 306 Beechnut 

Drive, Fredericksburg. 

Q Describe the house in which you 

live, Mr. Durrette. 

A Four bedrooms, two full baths, 

::c .. kitchen, dining room, den, family room. 

Q What construction is it? 
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FR.·:i.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCiATES 
Court Reporcers 

Courthouse Building 
Frede:-icksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cffice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780-

... -::· 

·direct - G. E. Durrette 

A Brick. 

r: .'7f.-::.7 _-:.E!J:_·'\ 
. " 

~·.:,::;;/ ·'.~i 
.-.· ~ ~~ ~ .. ;.~~· 

~~:,_J_;i~0' 
126. 

----------· ·- :;..__~--------·--=---

Q How many homes are in the area, 

i in the subdivision? 

s . 

.,, -., 

ll 

1·' -· 
15 

"j 

19 

20 

I . 

A I'd say three hundred. 

Q Now, directing your attention 

to February of this year,· when the custody of your children 

was awarded to you, what can you tell the Court about 

their behavior and attitude at that time, as opposed to 

the present time? 

. A Well, she.':d bring them ·back on 

Tuesday mornings, the babysitter would try to get them 

straightened out because they were running around the 

house, throwing the food on the floor,· using some pretty 

bad language. Now, they, you know, they listen good, 

they mind, you can do anything with them, you can take 

them anywhere you want to go and they will behave themselves, 

whereas they wouldn't, and you couldn't do anything with 

them when I first got custody of them~ 

Q How did the children react to 

going to visit their mother? 

A 
I . 

On Sunday mornings 
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i FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCiATES 

Court Reporters 
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Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse· me, Your 

Honor, the way that question is phrased 

opens up for what the children might have 

said to him. 

THE WITNESS: I'm not going to · ... 

tell you what they said, I·'m going to tell 

· you what they did. 

THE COURT: Just say what you 

obse~ed. Go ahead, Mr •. Durrette •. 

·A When she arrives to pick them 

up on Sunday mornings, one Sunday morning it is 11:30, 

the next Sunday morning it is 9:30. They know it is Sunday 

morning because I fix them a little goodie bag to take 

with them. When she pulls in the driveway with her car, 

·" they hear the rocks, the gravel in the driveway. They 

i7 
:; 
.l 

1( 
lS . 

lJ 

20 ;; 

21 

'.! 

'" '1 
I' 
I 

go to the window and both begin to cry. They do not, 

do not want to go with their mother. 

MR. BURNSIDE: !::object, Your 

Honor. 

.. 

' 
I 
I 
! 



FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Buiiding 
F:-ed.:ricksburg, Virginia 22401 

Of Hee: Yi 1-5258 Home: 786-4780 
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direct - G. E. Durrette 

THE WITNESS: They cry they do 

not want to go .out •. · They go in the other 

room, in·the.kitchen. Is that all right? 

THE COURT: Don't ·argue with the 

counsel. 

Q Don' c argue with the counsel, 

just tell it. Are you present when they come back from 

their·~ther? 

A No, si.r, I'm not. 

Q During the Sundays that the children 

are picked up at 11:30, what happened before that time? 

A We wake up on Sunday morning at 

seven o'clock, approximately. We go upstairs, we have 

' our breakfast, I fix breakfast for them. We say our blessing 

every meal before we eat. I then go downstairs and dress 

them, and we all go to Sunday School together, and then 

we come back home. I give them a quick bite at eleven 

o'clock because she picks them up at 11:30. I try to 

get some food into them before she arrives. 

Q What church do you go to? 
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;.:-RANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Courr Reporters 

Courthouse Buildin~ 
:=re3.~ricksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: .371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
129. 

··-~=---'-=· -= . -·==== 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

A Spotswood Baptist Church. 

Q On the mornings· that they are 

picked up at 9:30, what happened to them? Do you know? 

MR. BURNSIDE: I'm going to 

object, Your Honor, unless he is following 

her car, he wouldn't have knowledge. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I want to ask. 

him if· he knows~ 

THE COURT: He can describe what 

happens while he is with the children. 

A When she arrives to pick them 

up, they both cry 

MR. BURNSIDE: We have been over 

that, Your Honor. 

Q Do you know what happens to them 

after the leave? 

A No. I have no idea, no, sir. 

Q Have you talked with your wife 

about it? 
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Courthouse Building 
Frede.-icksburg, Virginia 22401 
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direct - G. E. Durrette 

A No,. sir. Other than' having seen 

2 her at Sunday School be~;-th~-~;1;-~hl~~-·I-

i 
., know that she.does on Sunday·with them. 

' Q You said you have seen her at 

.I? 
' t Sunday Schoo 1? 
! 
I ' I 61 

I 
A I·have seen her car there on occasions 

7 
; 

when I take them. I have seen her car in the parking 
I 
I 

~ I 
I 

1) lot. I have no.t seen her in the church. 
I g 

Q Do you l:iave occasion. to talk wit&, 
I 

' !. ·~\ ' or see your wife when she picks up the children? 

:: ~ 1 A She won't come in • She stands. ion 
. ' 
"~ 

I 
the sidewalk and. rings the door bell • 

; 

i, l;·; 
Q Have you heard any comment she 

: ~ 4 has made? 

I .i ,) 
A Yes, I have. One Sunday morning 

.. : 

she came to pick them up. The children were --

1 18 
MR. BURNSIDE: Could we just iden-

tify what Sunday that was, Your Honor. 

120 THE COURT: You· have to put that 

in in some kind of a time frame, Mr. Durrette. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATE:S 

Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

F~ecerici<.sburg, Virginia 22401 

.. 
,( ".'(; 

Cffice: 311-5258 Home: 736-418() 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

THE· WITNESS: Yes, sir. Just 

one second. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Since he is· referring 

to notes, Your Honor, I will look over his 

shoulder. 

A That was on Sunday morning, the 

11th of May. The children came out on the siciewalk together~: : 

with their.mother. They were crying, to-ld her they did 

not want to go, and 

MR. BURNSIDE: You Honor. 

A -- she said she did not give a 

shit whether they wanted to go or not, they were going. 
' 

Did she say that in the presence 

of the children? 

A Yes, she did. Right on the side-

walk. 

Q During the time that you and your 

wife were living together, can you teli the Court about 

her actions with respect to the children; and how she 

cared for the chiidren. 
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Court· Reporters 
Courthouse Building_ 

Fredericksburg, Virgin_ia 22401 
Office: 371-5253 Home: 786-4780 

..J..:-"""\,.. .. 
\, \ ...;. ~ . '·. i.. 

to put the children co· bed at eight o'clock at night, 

they wer~ getting, you know, older, ,qnd they didn't want 

to go to bed. She would take and lock them in the bedroom 

to make them stay in there, because they weren't old enough 

to realize how to unlock the door, and that is how they 

went to bed at night. They were locked in their rooms 

so they couldn't get out, so they had to stay in· the bed. 

0 Do you· know whether your wife, 

at that time, was with t~e children all hours during the 

day? 

A No, sir, I do not. I was seventy 

miles away. I don't know what she did. 

Q Do you know where she is living 

at the present time? 

A No'Vl I do, yes, sir. When she 

first moved, she would not tell me where she lived. She 

would not give me her phone number in case I needed her 

while I had the children during the week. I could not 

get in touch with her if anything happened to them. I 

didn't have any idea where she lived, and she finally 

told me where she lived et, and she gave me her phone 

-106-



I 
! 
: 

i FRANCES K. HALEY 8c ASSOCIATES ' c;""'ORTt"fA.~0 I 

Court Reporters ..,-,- . 1' 

., 7~ '; 
Courthouse Building 12 ~ l~ I 

! 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 ':..'" -- ~ r;, 
t.'l.'•i..."'l'-"t·~'i., 

Offic~: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 ~ssoc1.&.1'0"' 

I 133. .. 
: 

direct - G •. E. Durrette I 

I 
I 

: 

1 number. But all during this time I have had these children, ! 

' 2 she has never called during the week at all to see about 
' 
I 

3 them. She picks them up Sunday, brings them back Tuesday, 
' 

I 4 and Tuesday through Sunday morning, no phone calls, not 
' 

II ' 5 even to inquire.how they are, are they feeling all right, 
\ I 

@ 6 are they. sick, what are they doing, or anything. 
I 

I 
: 7 Q · Now,, can you describe the place 
\ 

@ 8 where she is living now? ; 

' ' 
·I . 

9 . . . 
A No, sir, I cannot .• 

11 

[p 
; 10 

II Q 
.. 

You know where it is 7 

11 
11 

A Yes, I know. Yes, T .know where 

v . I 12 it is • I have.never been in the yard. The trailar sets I 
• I 

13 off the road approximately hundred yards, I believe. a ~ 

14 I I have never been to the tra.i.ler itself. I 

15 Q' Do you know how far the trailer, 
" 

16 where she is living, is from where the house where her .. 
17 mother lives? 

.. 
16. 

A Approximately fifteen miles. 
I 
; 19 

Q Do you know anything about the 
20 

children's attendance at Bible School?. How do they happen 
21 

' to get there, or do they get there? 

I 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8c ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

. Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

A Ny mother teak th21:i down on Friday. 

Do we --

THE WITNESS: Do we need the date 

on that? 

THE COURT: Just answer the ques-

tions the best you can. 

A It was two weeks ago. Took them 

down on a Friday before they started, to enroll. I asked 

Karen if ~he would bring them back that ~1onday. so th~y 

could attend Bible Schoo 1, and she hn.d something· to do. 

They couldn't attend that Monday. But they did attend 

the Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday after that. 

Q Do you know Gary Bullock when 

you see him? 

A Yes, sir, I Jo. 

Q Do you know whether or not he's 

married? 

A 

Q Hava you, at any time, seen him 

with your wife? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOC IA TES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780' 

dir~c.t - G. E. Durrette 

A l have .:.it=(!n hira in her c;ar driving 

2 up and down ti.ie road, our car. It is in both our n<lines; 

3 together .. 

4 Q Have you had any discussions with 

5 your wife Karen about the children? Has she made any 

6 statement to you about them? 

7 A She ha~ called me up and cold 

8 me why shouldn 1 t. I just give tlH~ children back t:o her, 

9 and she wanted the111 back, .and I r:old her that I want2d 

;10 them too. 

l1 Q Directing your attention to April 

'12 the 7th, would you tell the Court what, if anything, occurred 

13 
1 · with respect to your wife on that ddt:8. 

A Let's s~c, that was on a Honday. 

15 
1 .. I called her mother's house. · Thn.t is when she had them 

16 that weekend, you know, she picks ~hem up, as I say, on 

17 
Sunday and brings them back on Tuesday. Called about 

18 
seven o'clock at her mother's house --

19 

20 . HR. BUR1~SIDE: The rest: of the 

21 note is a hearsay. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Co~rthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Offic:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

tll~~ct - G .. ~. Durrette 

J JG. 

2 law said, just say what 'you .did. 

3 I ,1sked to speak ::.o KaJ:en. Karen 

4 was not --

5 

MR. BURNSIDE: Obviously, this --
6 

7 I Q You· asked to speak to her. Did 

: I 

you speak to her? 

I did not ~pea~ tb ~y wife on 

10 I the phone. I ·called back agnin. I still could not speak 

11 to my wife on the phone. 

12 Q What time was the last time you 

13 called her? . 

14 A At ten o'clock. And then I still 

1s could not speak to my wife.· Sbc cal led me the n•:.xt morning 

1s to see TJlhat I wanted. 

17 Q Directing your attention to April 

1s the 20th, and I ask, if you_. c~n, te 11 us what you saw, 

19 ·.what happened with respect to the children and your wife. 

20 A That was April 20th. That was Sunday. 

21 She arrived at my house at 4:45 a.m., in the morning, 
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1 wanted to come in. 

2 I 
I 

3 I 
MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me. ·I'm 

I 
I 

4 I 
5 I 

I 6 
I 

I 

going to ask, because of this constant reli-

ance here, when these notes were prepared. 

I think I have a right to inquire on that, 

Your Honor. 

? 11 

s I' 

9 
.!\ 
ii 

II' 10 

. j. 

THE COURT: Yes, I think you 'do. 

THE WitNESS: the days all these 

situ.ations happened, they were. notes being· 

made this whole time. That is why I have 
11 

them stated in this book as such. 
12· 

MR. BURiiSIDE: You are relating 
13 

that you wrote all of these down at the time? 
14 

THE WITNESS: At the time these 
15 

occurrences happened. 
. 16 

MR.. BURNSIDE: Why are you relying 
17 

upon these notes in testifyin3 in response 
18 

t·o Mr. Rawlings' que8tions7 
19 I 

THE WITNESS: I am relying to dates. 
20 

I know what happened·. 
21 
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you looking 8.1: th·~ notes to find out ':>J°hat 

happened on chos2 ~srticula~ datasZ 

~1R. F.AWLI:·'1GS: If t~e Court ? lease, 

if he made the not2s at the time t~e 2vents 

occurred 

THE COURT: I ffi!l going to li~:: him 

refer to th.=:o. You c.a:i c:::-oss exawine him on 

them. 

Go ahead~ Mr. D..s.wl1 ngs. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (cont i~ui:1.s) 

Q Tell us wh_at happened on the 20th. 

A She arrived at quarter to five, 4:45, 

on Sunday morning, said that she hadn't slept all night, 

and she wanted to come in. So, I let her in. She went 

downstairs and laid on the couch f;..1r about ten minut~s, 

and I told her she would jus: have to leave. So, she 

got up, left, came back at 8: 30 very upset, crying, didn·' t 

know what she was doing. I asked her could I please help 

her in any way that I could to ge~ herself straightened 
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out. She couldn't help her own self, so I couidn't help 

her. She came over that Saturday morning before, same 

thing. 

MR. BURNSIDE: I~ that written 

down here, sir? 

THE COURT: You can cross examine 

him on that later. 

Q Has that happened on other occasions, 

or just that one time? 

A Well, this Saturday morning.before, 

which was the 19th, she came over. She. had· these hickies 

all over her neck, said that she was out in the yard clean· 

ing up, and a stick flew up and hit her on her neck. Then 

I confronted her about the Sunday morning the next day • 

This time she had been laying in the sun, and had too 

much iodine and baby oil on this one spot on her neck, 

which caused these very red blemishes. 

Q How long did she stay at that 

occasion? 

A She arrived about 8:30 to.pick 
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direct - G. E. Durrette 

the children up, and she· left, well, 9.: 30. · That was the 

2 morning, one of the Sunday mornings that she was t.o pick 

3 them up at 9:30. That is the morning she went to church. 

~ Q · I direct your attention to May 

the 4th, if you can tell us what you recall happening 

.3 on that date • 

MR. BURNSIDE: What was that 

date, again? 

MR. RAWLINGS: May the 4th. 
!----. ..'.l 

1 L i 
,-/ 

--' 

·-, 
\ ; / 

\ I 
I 

i 
l_; 

A She was supposed to pick the children 

12 up at 9:30 on that morning. She called me at about 8:00 

·and she had a terrific headache, could not, just couldn't 

~.; make it, would I mind taking them to Sunday School and 

15 she would. pick them up after that at 11:00 like she usually 

~n i does. So, about fifteen minutes later, she calls back 

i1 again, said she would go ahead and pick them up at 10:30, 

ta right. after. Sunday School. So, then, about ten minutes 

19 later, she calls back again, and said she had just took 

20 some medicine, and she felt perfect, and she would be· 

::i1 .1 there at 9: 30 like she was supposed to be. Just very 

'
1 unpredictable. I had dressed the children to go to church 

., 
!i -114-
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direct - G. E. Durrette 

with me. Then I.".get the phone call that she is coming 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection., Your 

Honor, as to --

THE COURT: Mr. Rawlings, ask 

him another question. 

Q All right, directing your attention 

to June the 8th, what happened? Do you recall what happened 

that time? 

A She came to pick our children 

up that morning, and had two other children with her, 

and she, you know, wouldn't tell me who they were, or 

where they lived, and said that she was going to another 

church that morning. 

Q Directing your attention to June 

the 10th, if you can, tell us what happened then. 

A They played with their bodies 

again, you know, when they arrived home. I saw them doing 

that. And the day before, they had been with her, her 

brother. 

Q When you say playing with their · 

bodies --
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A Both of them removed their pants 

2 and just played with.one another .. 

-~ Q And that is the first. time you 

saw them do that? 

A No, sir. I have seen it on quite 

a few occasions. 

·Q When were those occasions? 

A Well; when she had· them, they 

would do it every Tuesday when th,ey came back. 

j .) 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection, Your 
: l 

Honor. That is hearsay, because he' s:-;already 
: ') 

' . ~ 
stated he is never there at the house wh~n 

she returns the children. 

THE. COURT:· He didn't say what 

time on Tuesday, Mr. Burnside. Lead him 

in the right direction, Mr. Rawlings. He· ,-
·' 

has to state times and places and dates. 

Q You didn't see them at that time,. 

2ri did you? 

·"':. 

A I saw them in the evenings when 

I arrived home from work, yes• sir •. 
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Q Ware they doing it then? 

-:~-=-~·~: 
·. --- \,... 1;, .... ~ .... ~/ ·::..·. 

. __ ,;_.:..- : 

A Yes, ·sir. I did not see them 

. v at ten o'clock when they were brought back. 

9 
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THE COURT: All right, sir, go 

ahead, sir • 

Q Directing your attention to June 

the 15th, if you can, tell us what happened. 

A I can't say it, because if I do, 

I won't be able to say it anyhow. So, you will just have 

to skip over that date. I will get into that hearsay 

again, so we will just drop that one . 

Q Now, are you familiar with your 

wife• s work habits? Do you know of your own, kn.Ow of your 

own knowledge? 

A Yes, sir. She is off on Mondays, 

Tuesday she goes in at 11:30 in the morning, and doesn't 

return home ·until 8:30, nine o'clock at night. Wednesda~ 

is day work, Thursday is the same thing, 11:30 to -- she 

arrives home 8:30 at night. And Fridays, more day work • 

Saturday is mostly day work, but· it is Tuesday, Thursday 

nights ·that she is away from home until 8:30. 
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di~ect - G. E. Durrette 

Q What day of the. week is she off? 

A Sunday and Monday. 

Q I show you this --

THE COURT: Show it to Mr. Burnside 

so we won't get into any objection. 

NOTE: At this time 

a paperwriting is handed to Mr. Burnside 

by Mr. Rawlings .. 

THE COURT: Let's go down, start 

down the road, Mr. Rawlings. 

Q Can you t'ell us what this is, 

i" Mr. Durrette. 

1'j from --

r - I 

13 ' 

l•.9 

A This is a check my wife received 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, I object 

to the check, and him testifying to the 

check, because one, it is not the original 

document. 
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~. """--_;~~~-· 

· .. ;;:: ::. - J:-,, 

1'!;5 :~ 

direct - G. E. Durrette 

THE WITNESS: This check here 

is not my name on this check. I did. not 

sign my name on this check. 

T~ COURT: Don't argue with one 

another. 

MR. BURNSIDE: ·I obj.ect, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:· You haven't gotten 

far enough down the road fo·r me to know what 

is going on. I will exclude it later if 

it is improper. 

Q The check is payable to whom? 

A G. E., and K. L. Durrette. This 

is a check she received for an accident she had in January, 

involving the car that we own. She went to Sears, the 

Allstate office, and they wrote her a check for two hundred 

ninety-one dollars and two cents. She, in turn 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection. 

Q Did you sign the check on the 

back? 
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<li~ect - G. E. Durrette 

A I did.not sign my name on the 

back of this check, and she received two hundred and ninety-

one dollars and --

MR. BURNSIDE: I am going 

T.HE COURT: I am. going to sustain 

the objection as irrelevant . 

MR. RAWLINGS: I just have a few 

more questions, Judge, and I will.be done. 

THE COURT: I believe· yo·u, Mr. 

Rawlings. 

Q Mr. Durrette, are you asking the 

Court for custody of your children? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Why do you feel that you should 

have custody and not your wife? 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection, Your 

Honor. 

MR. RAWLINGS: ·I think that is · 

a good question, Judge. 

THE COURT: Why is it a good ques-
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;._)fficc 371-52.58 Home: 786-4780 147. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I want him to tell 

you his reasons. to tell you why he thit$8~;.--

THE COURT: That is my decision, 

Mr. Rawlings. 

MR. RAWLINGS: He can give you 

his reason so that you can weigh them. 

THE COURT: I will let it in. 

Go ahead, Mr. Durrette. 

A Well, first thing, I love my children. 

and they know I do. My wife has told us, my children 

and me, before that she cannot show her affections. She 

cannot show her love, and·there is no way for a child,-

in my opinion, to be raised if a mother can't show affec-

tion, or can't show love to her own family. 

them. I. have a place. for them to st:ay. I have people· 

. to watch them. There is just so many thi.ngs that we do 

-together, and I'm positive that I can provide a good home 

for them. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Answer Mr. Burnside. 
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F~ANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
1::::ourt Reponcrs 

Counhouse Building 
~redericksburg, 

Cff:ce: 3/i-5258 
Virginia 22401 

Home: 786-4 780 

THE COURT: Now, we are going 

to recess for lunch before you cross examine, 

Mr. Burnside. Take.your: seat back down 

there, Mr. Durrette. 

NOTE: At this time 

the witness leaves the witness chair and 

returns to counsel table. 

THE· COURT: •. Bring the witnesses. 

in, Sheriff, so I -.can instruct them. 

NOTE: At this time 

all witnesses enter tthe·.Courtroom in the 

company·of the Sheriff • 

THE COURT: Are these all the 

witnesses? Now, these instructions go to 

you witnesses,. and go to the parties. And 

as to the parties, when you talk to your 

lawyers, what I:''m going to say is excluded. 

You may talk· to yo·ur lawyers. 

I don't want any of 
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·-,._::.::~. • i_ ;/: 

l:~-~~r~·, 

the witnesses to discuss anything to do about 

the Durrette&, or the little boys during the 

lunch hour. Don't mention it. And talk about 

the· weather, or talk about why your crops are · 

burning up, or something of that nature • 

We are going to recess for one hour. I want 

everybody in the Courtroom at two o·' clock. All 

right, Sheriff . 

NOTE: At 1: OG. p.m., 

a lunch recess was taken. At 2:08 p.m., all 

parties present as before, the matter continues 

as follows z 

MR. RAWLINGS: I would like to 

ask Mr. Durrette a couple more questions, and 

then I will be finished. 

THE· COURT: You are still under 

oath. 

BY MR.. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Mr. Durrette, what hours, what 

days do you work during the week? 

-123-



I·• I 
! .. \ ' j 

\ ·~· / 
·~-" 

,-.. 
~ 

: ~ l 

i :,, 
I , 

u 
\·;"' 

~ l i . ; 

i I 

FR.-1.NCES l<. HALEY & ASSOClATES 
Court Reporters 

C)urthouse Building 
F~eJC!~icksCurg, \iirginia 22401 

Cific.:: 3 7 i-j2j8 Home: 786-4730 

direct - G. ·E. Durrette 

A Monday through Friday. 

Q Monday through Friday? 

A Yes, s·ir. 

. . ; 

',• .. , .. _ 
·~::t!~~~":C;!/ 

Q The house you live in, what is 

? the nearest school? 

A Nearest school is about a quarter 

of a mile, Spotswood Elementary. 

Q And would you tell the Judge, 

on a regular day, when you are with the children, what 

do you do for the children? You said you work certain 

hours, what do you do for them before you go to work, 

and when you get back? 

18 A In the mornings, mostly, sometimes 

:~ ·they wake before I leave, get up about 6:30, sometimes, 

15 and they go to the window and watch me go, tell me byec, 

~s and things. When I come home in the evenings, and Saturdays, 

i1 we just get up and have our breakfast, and get dressed, 

rn and go out and play, and just work around the yard, ride 

'"' over the airport. I work for United Parcel. They love 

:o to go over there and look at the trucks. we ride over 

::! 1 !, town, fly kites, just, you know, stuff that little children 

enjoy, I guess. 

-124-



.j 

:I 
II 

ii 
11 

1 Ii 
!I 
II 
p 

2 ii 
3 ii 

1; 
'I 

4 
!1 

il 
:; 

5 ! ~ 
,. 
" 

(~· 
!I 

5 ii 
n 
;! 
;: 

\I:!] 7 
,• 
Ii 
jl 
·I 

@ 
1· 

8 1' ,I 
1:.' 

·JI 
\~ 9 .1 

I 11 
I lt 

·1 

IQ' 10 'I J, 
I ,, 

I( 1; 
11 

11 ;I 

L :1 
" 

\1 12 li 
" '• 

lJ 13 

'i 
14 

!: 
,; 

;i 
15 ·I 

1l ,I 
·I 
!I 

16 
11· 

ij 
l': 

ii 
18 I· 

11 

19 II 
ii 
'1 20 !. 
'I 

21 II 
:I 
Ii 
II 
I' 
11 

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 
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direct - G. E. ·Dµrrette 

Q How about on the evenings when, 

on your working days, when you get home? 

A Come in and eat, and just go on 

outside with them, and play around the yard. They awing 

I hav~ got a swing set out back, and we ride around on 

the lawmower. They like to ride. I built a little cart 

for them to· pull behind. They like to ride aroun4 the 

yard. Just, you know, they· help me· do a lot of things, 

work. in ghe garden together. They help me pick beans, 

and pull grass. Just hang around with me all evening. 

them, and watch TV for a few minutes, and give them a 

little milk, or something, before they go to bed. We 

usually go to bed around 9:30. 

Q How do the children react to you? 

A They just with me all the time. 

I mean with me. They are ju3t right on my·lega, and arms, 

holding my hand all through the yard. They just stay 
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Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 . Home: 786-4780 

direct G. E. Diirrette 

======Z~52_. 

with me. As soon as I get· home, as soon as I back up 

in the driveway, they are there. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 

is all I want to ask him. 

THE COURT: All right. Cross 

examine. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q Mr. Durrette, what is your monthly 

income? Let me put it more conveniently to you. Are 

you paid by .the week? 

A Yes, sir, by the week. 

Q By the week. What is your gross 

salary? 

A Is that before t.Fne:y take taxes 

out? 

Q That's right, before they take 

taxes out. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Of~ice: 371-5258. Home: 786-4780 

cross - G. E. Durrette 

A. About, I'd say, five fifty, five 

seventy-five, depends on how many hours you work overtime. 

Q What do you normally bring home 

,1 each week? 
ii 

,. 
I 

l 
I 

5 ii 
I; 
Ii 

A Average o.f about, say, three seventy-' 
11 

6 i' . d 
;I 
1; 

7 :r 
five, three eighty, three· ninety •. · Like I say, the overtime 

helps.· 
f 

i 
· 1 

. ·.: I. 
'.• 

I 

8 .j 
" ,, 
" .;i 

! 
I. unders~_and you .. ar~ an UPS driver~,, ; 

1. 

Q 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1'1 

15 

i: 

ii 
:· 
i' ,, 
1! 

ii 
" ;i 
!I' 
:1 
:j 

:: . :· .. 

A Yes, sir •. , 

Q The little bit I know about UPS, 

I would imagine· that during perak seasons, like Christmas, 

·, Easter, maybe .there is more overtime than there would: 

be at· other times during the year:·~- · · 

A As ·of last year, there was, but 

ii there isn't now. We had to get so many people working, 
Ii 
ii 

16 
:i so much. overtime, we had to get _the union representative 

. ii 
17 

. ij down there,. and n~w nobody works. past six ~'clock, 6: 30, 

18 
7:00 at the latest during Christmas. Our Union won't 

19 i 
q 
ij 

20 Ii 
ii 
ji 

21 ·i 
'I 
1, 
Ii 

Q 
. . 

So·, the latest you would work 
. . . 

overtime would be till seven o'clock. 

:1 ., 
:1 
i' 
1: 

ii 
-127-

j! 



\ 

' \. .. 

:I 
: 

11 
'I 

:j 

FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters· 

Courthouse . Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

. :i 
======k"===========================l5~_. 

" ·I 

Ctfice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

'; 

frJ 
~ 

© 
LP 
!\v7 

\ 

LJ 

11 
I 
ii 

\I 
;I 

2 !I 
.t 

3 

ii 
4 u 

·: 
i! 

5 :! 
:1 
•i 

6 :i 
il 

7. ji 
.1 
ii 

8 :: 
II 

ii 
9 :i-

ii . 
'! 
" 10. !i 
!i 
:1 

11 ii 
i\ 

12 ii 
:i 
'1 

13 ;i 
'.· 

. 14 
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J.5 ii 
16 ll 
17 

ii 
i\ 
j 
I 

18 I' 
1! 

19 

20 

cross - G. E. Durrette 

A Now, ·ye~, sir. 

Q How many hours of overtime d'o 

you think you average, say,. on a weekly, or if it is more 

convenient, on a monthly basis 1 

A As. of now, since ·Christmas, the 

most overtime·:' I have worked is two hours a week. That 

·would' be -- our eight hours. is up ac five o'clock. That· 

. is your eight., and then, say, you work a h.alf hour over 

~ac;h day.,. you say work four days. Most I have ever had 

is two hours since Chris.tmas. 
·.-=-···· 

Q How far is your place of. employment 

from· where you work 1. 

A About three miles. 

Q Now, apparently, from what you 

have· related, or you have suggested, prior to Christmas, 

there were you worked more overtime. 

A Yes, sir, I did. I got a brand 

new house. I have to pay for it. 

Q All right. so, in other. words, 

would it be fair to state that during the time that you 

2! !1 
j\ and Karen lived together. you had considerable overtime 

:I 
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cross - G .. E. Durrette 

that would keep you, occasionally, at work until maybe . 
as late as 8!00, 9:00, maybe ten o'clock. 

A Not very often till 10:00, unless 

I broke down. 

Q But you: would go to 8 : 00 ,. or 9' 00. 

A Sometimes, riot very regularly·. 

Q Now, did your wife, during 1979, 

8 ~ ! 
" ,I 

· priOr to your separation, did she .. work? 
.:i 

' 9 ;j 

.I 

10 ·i 

li 
:i 
•I 
II 

'\ 
'• 

12 :1 
'• I 
" ,, ,., 

iv ' ~ 
!· 
;• 

" H 
'I 
ii 

15 
'I 
ti 

lG :f 
Ii 

l"l 11 
:• 

I! 
18 

11 

ii 
;! 

19 : 
:i 

20 \\ 
.; 

" 
21 !I I, 

'i ... .. 
'I 

!l 
'I 

A Yes, sir.: I believe she worked 

at Safeway. 

Q Now,. during the time that she 

worked, isn't it true that she actually took the children 

to the babysitter, and she would pick the children up? 

A One particular babysitter that 

occurred with, but then my mother started watching them. 

She would have to work until 10:00 at night. I would 

go pick them up when I got off from ·work. I .;usually 

was there by 6:00. 

Q Bow often would that have been, 

I mean, per week? Once? 

A I would say.twice. 
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Q· Would it be a fair statement that 

. when she was a working housewife, so to speak, that tlie--

vast maJority of the occasions, she delivered the children 

to ale""" b.abysitter, ancC"shf:i would pick them uif?' · 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now,. based upon what you" ,have 

already related, your job requires you to get up very 

early in the morning. 

A I get up at 

Q Earlier ~han us lawyers and so 

forth, probably. 

A I leave my house at seven o'clock, 

so~that is not real early, I don't think. 

Q Well, in any event, ·that is always. 

been true for you, correct? 

A No, sir. I used to leave a little 

earlier, because the way_ the job is we didn't have anybody 

to load our trucks, and we went' in to do it .ourselves._ 

Q So, in ot.her words, when you and . 

Karen were living togethei=, she was really the one who 

took care of the children in the morning, because you 

had to get up early. 
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cross - G. E. Durrette 

A Well, during the night, I would 

have to - - I would get up· and help her some, you know,. 

children that age. 

Q I'm talking about from the time 

that you normally got up in the morning for the purpose 

of going to work. 

A If the children aren't awake, 

there is no reason for anybody to take care of them. 

Q Isn't it true that she, in fact,,· 

took care of those children day after day in those morning 

hours when they would get up? 

A If I left home at seven o'clock, 

she would have to take care of them. 

Q It just requires a yes or no answer, 

sir. Isn't that true? Didn't she take care Qf thos~ 

children every morning when-: the:y,.wols.~1· .. µp,?~g:...::.: ·-' .: ... :·::-i z ·.: 

Q ·f:rQlll the time that the children 

· were born, I ,J:>e 1 ieve , yo;U_l:' .. .- wi..t~·:, dJ .. <;1;,-, po~t:i. wor,k .,µnt:J-l.:. :$Q~§t ime 

- -... l.i~.;.-= : . ..:. 1 • .>.·:. :. i" .... ,:.:t_~ 
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cross - G. E. Durrette 

A That's right. She had to get 

away from the children. They upset her, so .. •bad she wanted 

a job of ,her own so she could get away. 

Q There wer:e two and a half years 

where she took care of the children, essentially, right.? 

A Her and I together. When the 

children were born, I was on strike, you know. We have 

twins, she would do one, I would do the other. It was : 

kind of a fifty-fifty deal there,_ you know. 

Q How many days were you on strike? 
. 

Twelve weeks. 

Q Out of the two and a half year 

period.. Now, during the two and a half year period, other 
......... ----------~--~---·----·· 

than the twelve weeks, essentially·, she took care of those ----- -·--- -·- -··---· 
children Monday t.h!:'ough Friday until you came home in 

the evening, correct? 

A Yes, sir. It would have to he ... 

Q At any time_during that two and 

a half years, did you ever fea.1 t.he· ,necessity of calling 

in a housekeeper or a nurse? 

A I didn't call in one, but I felt 

we needed one. 
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:~~l 
T59. 

~ E .1 cross - G. • Durrette 
•! 
" 

1 !I Q But you never called one in, did 
ii ,, 

2 
1! 

you? 
·! 

3 
;1 
:i A i didn't want to get any harassment 

-l: from i <:. 
I ,, 

5 Q Did you ever lock the children's 

6 . :1 bedroom door? 
" 

7: : A No, sir. 
. ~ : 

s !! 
Q Did you ever unlock it? 

.. , 
9 I A Uh huh. 

10 Q Did you ever fight with your wife 

11 ., about her,~locking: the door at all? 
•' .. 

12 A I didn't see any point in it. 

13 I asked her why. 

H Q All right, that is fine, thank 

!i 
1 =· ~ you. Now, do you :know Sandra Ogle? 

16 A. Yes, I do. 

'~ ·i "' .1 Q Have you taken the children up 
'i 

13 ;1 . ~ there to visit with her children? 

lS A Yes, I have. 

20 Q Since the separation? 

21 A Yes, I have. 
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cross - G. E. Durrette 

' 
Q How many times? 

A How many times has she seen me, 

-or how many times have I been up? 

Q I ask you how many times have 

you personally taken your children. 

A Anywhere from five to ten times. 

Q I'm going to warn you .right now, 

she is going to state to this Court that from the time 

· of the. separation,. you have never done it. Do you want 

to recount? 

A . Well, I ·knowihar husband has been 

out there a lot of times when I have been µp there with 

those kids, because they have been riding bicycles up 

there, and those hot wheels,· and they come over to my 

house and ride.the hot wheels outside in my backyard some 
-; .. 

evenings after I get:.home. 

·You do not'.· want to recount? In 

other words, Mrs. Ogle~ who is not related to you, not. 

related to Karen, that is her axe· to grind, you will say 

that she is wrong, is that· right? 
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cross ~ G. E. Durrette 

A She· is not out there to see me. 

Well, okay, there is no reason to get ·-- I have taken 

the children up there. 

Q Well, I noted that you did not 

relate that in response to Mr. Rawlings when he asked 

.. ----====-=-=-.:~ 

you what you did with the children. You were always every 

evening in the back yard, just you arid the children, with 

them clinging to you. So, evidently, then, you did' not 

· cons.ider it important. at that time· to relate to the Court 

that, in fact, they do play with children, is that right? 

A I guess so·. 

Q Now, in December when your wife 

left, she took the children, right?, 

A That's right. 

Q And I believe, maybe I'm wrong 

on the date, correct me if I'm wrong, it was either December 

26th, or 27th, was the date she left; is that right, which 

day is it? 

A 27th. 

20 
;I Q 
!I 

Did you have the children the 
I· 

21 ' 1'1 very next weekend? That would have been New Year's weekend. 
;I 
!: ,, 
,, 
ii 

'i 'I . 

··- ·'·' -··· - . 

-135-



i 
\ 

. ···:· 

\ 
~ .... 

+ 

I 
'I 
ii 
:i 

2 :1 

3 

. ., 

5 ·l 

,----,. 
5 I r n \ 

I !u ,, 
ti 
' . ·n ·7 \::!__) 
" ., r:-, 8 ! 

lQ) :: 
··! 

u I 

·' ., 

ID) lO 
,, 

·i 
I- 11 

:i 
I I 

LJ 

\17 12 

13 I I 
L.,j 

14: 
" " 

15 
Ii 
:1 
I' 

16 I! 
:i 

i7 

~3 

1'' .. v 

1i 
·t 
·I 

20 ,: 
I 

21 

--- -- --- ---' - -

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 · Home: 786-4780 
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~§-;~~' 

:.1~' 

A I can't truthfully answer. I 

know I talked to her on the phone, and asked her -- I 
·~ 

know I talked to her.that weekend, but I can't truthfully 

say whether the children were there or not • 

Q But in any event, not too much 

time elapsed that she voluntarily gave you the -children 

for you to visit with them, correct? 

A Yes, sir.· -
Q Was·~ it on that occasion when you 

refused to return the children to her, yes, or no? 

A 

Q. You kept the children in your 

------------~~~...-~~~~~~-custody until the Juvenile Court is~ued a temporary order 

telling you to return.the children to her? 

A Yes. 
----~·~~~~---------

Q Was it from the time you first 

got the children on visitation, until that Court order, 

would it be correct that approximately two weeks went . 

by in which you had the children with you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And during that entire two weeks, 
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did. not your wife call on seyera.1 eceasions r~ting 

to see the children? ------------------------- . 

A . Yes, sir, she did. 

Q And, in fact, she was not permitted 

to see the children, yes or._no? • . 

..... ---·-------;_----..r.:::----i-l"C":::'-:-:~-.... A No. Sfie was ""told to come any 

time she w~ted to. 
- .. ____ _ 

Q After she got the .children from. 

the· ~rder, . the Juvenile Court order, it waa approximately. 

five or six weeks before the actual hearing in Juvenile 

Court, correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have any receipts indicating 

that you provided her any support du~ing that time for 

the children? 

A Not withrme~. 

Q You did not give her any. 

A I gave ~e.r . .:.f'O 

Q Did you give her any checks? 

A I gave her no c~ : 

Q Di<!_ you give, her checks? 
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cross - G. E. Durrette 
-- ----- - --- -

A I supplied the children with food 

to last them. I took -food back every Sunday afternoon, . ..:.---·--·---·-----___, ________ _ 
3 and she did not want it. She wanted money. 

4 Q And you refused to give her any 

5 . money . . . :..---·----·-----... 

6 A Yes, but .I took plenty of food. 

7 Q And you refused to give her any· 

a checkL_ ...----- -·-··---... 
---------------·-·-. 

·0 f 

I 

n I ., 
1! 
; 

i:!! 

'.3 

H ,, 
Ii 
II 
~ : 

J.j 
" lo 
II ., 

16 
l! 
'I Ii 
1: 
q 
'I 

l? I 
·I I· 

18 
:I 
ii 
!I 
i• 
·! 

1& '! 
11 

11 
20 1! 

,1 
.J 

21 :, 
iJ 

" 

/ 

Correct. They had · clothes and 
--·- . ------- . food. Children aren't. old enough to go to town amt- buy 

~-t:;:h::-::e=m=--=s:--:::e:--rl-::::v=e-=s-.------------..... 

Q And you, in fact, at this point 

in time, were netting about three hundred ninety dollars 

a week take~home. 

A 

Q 

to three ninety. Okay? 

J. 
I thought we ·~~· 
All right, I'm sorry, three seventy· 

I will even go down to three 

fifty, if you want. You were netting at least three hundred 

fifty dollars during those five to six weeks, correct? 

A Correct . 

Q Now, during the marriage, is it 
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i 1· · not true that your wife took the children to Doctor Painter . ,I 
'I 

2 'i as the pediatrition? 
'I 

' 
I! 

3 I: A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Did you ever talk with Doctor 

5 Painter at all during the time that you and Karen lived 

s :i together? 

10 

11 I 
H 

12 ~ ~ 

13 q 

I! 
I\ 
1: 
ji 

• __!___I 

A (no response) 

Q So, obviously, your wi.fe saw to 

them having their shots, that they had_ their proper annual 
-.. ... ___ ' ----- ----

p~ysicals, that type of thing. 
,...:-__;-----------~-----

A Yes, sir. 

,;f Q And furthermore, you never received 

any comp_laints from Doctor Painter with regard to the 

A No, sir. 
---------··· 

Q Now 

A (interjecting) If I had of been 

off, I would have taken them with her. I took them last 

Friday. 

MR. BURNS IDE: Your Honor , I haven't 

elicited any comments from the witness. 
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166. 

cross -· G. E. Durrette 

THE COURT: :Just wait until he 

asks you another question. Your lawyer 

will take care of you when he gets you back 

on direct examination. 

Q Now, when the children g~ to Sunday 

·School, evidently, due to-t.h&k age, they must be placed 

in a nursery? 

A -·- .. Yea, sir •. 

Q And is that the same nursery that 

your mac.her 

A (interjecting) Helps out in? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q ~ deliver the children 

to the nursery, what do you then do? 

A I go \iV8t"ait:·S to my clas~-· 

Q On every occasion? 

A Just about every other Sunday. 

When I take the children to church with me at 9:30, I 

go ahead on to my class. 

Q Do you go to ~eGtttal me~ 
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cross - G. E. Durrette 

A No. sir. 

167. 

Q So, evidently, you pick up the 

3 1
' children from the nursery. 

,., 
I !j 

:i 
1i 8 !; 
·' ·! ... 

9 ! 
•I . ~ . 

10 

11 .! 

l ~ 

A I have to have them back home 

for her to pick·up. 

Q Well, there are four Sundays in 

the week·, and she only sees them two, right? 

A Right. 

Q· What do you do_ on the other two 

Sundays? 

~- Well, I go ~o Sunday School, I 

12 ~ COlDM1LC1Ai..-1ib1-tia..:etl'kr-thM.OH1m1Me~.-·::_IL..!d~o~n!!_' t~·~a=t_:t~e~n~d~t::h~e~.1p~r~e:a~c~h~i:ng~~.:s::e.rv.::· ~· ~·i~_ce s . 

f3 

1.-! 

:5 
:t 
!' 

16 !i 
H ,., . ' 

18 

'I 
19 i! ,, 

-ii 
20 :j 

" 

I mean --· 
Q. At all? 

A · No, ~;the sanctuary. 

Q You don't attend those at all, 

right? 

A Not in the sanctuary, no, sir. 

Q And that is whether·. the: children 

are with you or not with you, right? 

A Right. 

-----------· 
-141-
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building. 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - G. E. Durrette f 

Q ·Now 

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me a moment, 

· Yow: Honor. 

Q As I understand, Mrs. Mentor never 

took care of the children prior to the time that you got 

temporary custody, correct? 

sir. 

A No, never took care of them, no, 

MR.. RAWLINGS: Now, if the Court 

please, I don't know'whether this is necessar-

ily proper or not, but counsel has been 

referring to him getting·::;temporary custody . . 

This was nothing temporary about it. It 

was appealed, but at the time, it was a perma-

nent custody. 

THE COURTa Let's just call it 

custody. 

MR. RAWLINGS: It wasn't temporary. 

-142-
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169. 

cross - G. E. Durrette 

MR. BURNSIDE: My understanding 

of the law is that custody is always temporary. 

THE COURT: Let's· just call it cus-

tody, then I don't have to make a ruling. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I have, 

Your Honor·~· 

THE COURT: Redirect, Mr. Rawlings. 

REDIREC'r EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q· Mr. Dur.rette, when your wife went 

to work prior to your separation, did you ask her to go 

to work? 

A No, sir, I.did not. 

Q Wh~ d~d she give any reason for 
17 l 

·1 going to work? 
iS 

19 

30 

~1 

A She wanted ;.._ she didn't have 

enough money. I brought home so: mu·ch· 1119ney a week. She 

didn't have money to spend on herself. She had things 

slTe wanted to do. And the children, she j us~ had to 
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·- . 

'· '• 

' I 

:1 
'1 

:i 

:1 

'I 
11 

2 
,; 
'I 
11 
I 

'I 
3 •I 

" ii 
I: ., 

•4 ij 
·I 
:1 

'5 I 

((CJ 
:: 

5 " 

~ 7 
:! ,, 

r[j1 3· ji 
11 ,, 

.Ii 

~ 19 
:! 

\ 1! 
.... :i 

" . ' 

[p 
10 

,_ 
i 
" ., 

11 I ,, 

IV( rn 

L 13 

l~ 

].$ 
: ~ 

16 
,, 
" 

17 

1$ 

19 

20 'I I. 
I 

i 
I 

2f I 

ij 
'• I 
lj. 

FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

redirect - G. E. Durrette 

.~-~~~~~ .. 
1,,,, -. '! ~. :· ~· ,.- . .. ~· 

#( ;:r"."'.:;=:"": 

.~· ···~n.:~;~ ~, 
--fro: .... 

get away. She had to get away from them,. so she wanted 

a job to get away from the children. She couldn't stay 

cooped;:up all day in the house with the two children. 

Q Did she get any money from you? 

A Sh~ came every Friday morning 

and picked up my check. i signe~ it, three hundred fifty, 

eighty dollars. I got my allow.a.nee. It was twenty dollars 

a week. She handled the rest. 

Q Now, when Judge Cox, when you 

went -- you .had the children. for two weeks, and then there 

was a temporary order, a temporary order by Judge Cox 

giving them to. your wife. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q 'Who requested the hearing for 

such a move? 

A I did. I had them for those two 

weeks before that, and I came out here to the Courthouse, 

and tried to get a hearing to get them settled, instead 

of this bickering back and forth. 

Q Did you, during the time that 

your wife had the children for several weeks before the 
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3/1,5258 nome: 786A780 

redirect - G. E. Durrette 

·:~:~~~ 
ii.f '.~::~~: ·:~\ 

~~~~· 
171. 

last hearing by Judge Cox, did she discuss money with 

you for the children? 

A Wait a minute. 

Q You s,aid you were taking food 

and clothes over there. 

A Well, no, not that I recall. I 

took the clothes. I.~;give them clothes; new clothes, .and 

s :; food during the weeks on Sunday when I took them back, 
I 
" 

,g 
il 

and ever.y 'time .I. did. take that back over there, I used 
10 

,j 

·" to put it in their mother's front door, sit it right inside. 

l! ' She told me she did not want that garbage. 

!2 ' . !: 

! ~ 
Q Did she ask for any money? 

13 A Yes. I told her to give me whatever 

ii.; they needed, to·_let me know exactly what they needed, 

15 and I would get it for them. 
ii 

16 ,, 
;! 
.I 

Q Do you know :i:f anybody other than 

17 
:1 your wife ever took your children to Doctor Painter? 
" 

18 A. My mother has taken t.hem quite 

1$ often. 

'.lO Q Do you know who took them more 

21 
.: times? 
'! 

,, 
~ -145-



FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F:edericksburg, Virginia 2240 ! 

==============P .. =========================================================----- ·---=---=-======.; 
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172. redirect - G. E. Durrette 

I: 
i 

No, sir. 
2 ! 

;i 
3 

:1 
ii 
'i 

Q 
Why was it that you didn't go 

With them to Doctor Painter? 
4 ,, 

I 

5 

/~- '.J 

1· t~ 
., 

~)· 7 

;j 

f 8 ;I 
I 

I ! I I 
i i : .:; 
' I I 

9 \ ' 
\J 

A 
This Tuesday, before, when she 

returned them, one of them had an ear infection --

MR. BURNsIDE: That is not responsive·.>. 

to the question •. The question was why didn't 

you take them back to the doctor. 
,--\ 

10 I "> 

!SJ ·I I . ,. 
! I 

11 :1 I 
;_J ;: 

i 

n·7 12 " . l . 
I \. 

/ 

.A 
. i .. ~ 

·They had to ·go back in two weeks 
to· make· sure the ear infection was cleared up.: 

J ;' 
13 ., u ; 

'. -. MR. BURNSIDE: That is not respon-
sive to the question. 

LJ 

26 

17 i 
,1 
·I ., 

~5 '1 

l 
j 

! 

19 

Q What I'm asking you, you tell 

us why you didn't go. You testified before that you didn't 

go With your wife with the children to Doctor Painter. 

A 
Because I have to work Monday 

through Friday. 
20 

;: 

2.J 

is all. 
MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 
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Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - G. L. Durrette 

A Gregory L. Durrette., 4802 Hood 

Drive~ in Fredericksburg. 

Q Are you.related to Gordon Durrette? 

A He is my brother. 

Q Do you know his wife Karen? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know his children? 

A Yes, sir •. 

Q· Have you seen him with his children? 

A Oh, yes, sir. 

Q How does he get along with his 

children? 

A Very well, I would say. 

Q What does he do? What kind of 

a father does he make? 

A A very good father, I think, in 

my opinion. They seem to be very happy when they are 

with him, and when he is working, they always ask for 

him, "Where is he," ''What is he doing." 

Q Have you ever been to, with him 

or by yourself, to their mother's home, to Mrs. Durrette's 

home after she separated from him,.?? 
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175. 

direct - G. t. Durrette 

A I was with him on two or tbr.ee 

occasions.to carry them back when she was living with 

her mother. 

Q And how what took place then? 

A. 

the ride out there. And the first time he carried them, 

they· knew where they were going, and they were very upset, 

and so I rode with them, a~d we told them we were just 

going riding, and when they did find ·out where they were 

going., they were very upset, and they would cry and didn't 

want to go in. 

Q Did they go in? 

A Yes·,. he told them that they had 

to. They asked to please not make them go in --

MR. BURNSIDE: Excuse me, Your 

Honor. This is hearsay. 

Q Don't tell what they say, just 

tell what you did. 

A How do you mean hearsay? This 

is what the children told me. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cffice: 371-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - G. L. Durrette 

door. 

,. 
·, THE COURT: Don't worry about 

that, Mr. Durrette. You say you saw them 

go in? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir . 

Q Who took them in? 

A Their father carried them to the 

Q Did anything unusual happen on 

any one of these occasions? . 

A Not in my presence, no. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that 

is all I want to ask him right now, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Burn-

side. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q How old are you, Mr. Durrette?. 

A Twenty-nine. 

'""150-. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

· Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Horne: 786-4780 

cross - G. L. Durrette 

you went with your brother to Karen's mother's home, this 

period of. t_ime is when she had custody of the children, 

is. that correct? 

A That is correc·t. 

Q. Now, as I understand it then, 

Mr. Durrette mer~ly escorted· the· children up to th.a· door, 

is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he carry anything with hixii? 

A Yes. 

Q What was that? 

.A It would be groceries, and things 

that they would need during the week until he would have 

them again. 

Q Now, these two or three occasions, 

when were they? 

A Excuse me? 

Q When were they? 

...:1s1-
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178. ---

cross - G. L. Durrette 

A I can't.give you a date •. It would· 

be on a Sunday. 

Q Did you go shopping with your 

brother when he bought these groceries? 

A No,. l did. not .. 

Evidently, then, you don't know 

what was in the bags unless you. are a super inquisitive 

person.· 

A .I. ·can tell you what was on the 

top of the bags. No, sir,. I didn't go through the bag~ .• 

They were groceries, foods, that the children would eat. 

Q Well, now, were you with your 

brother the night that he followed his wife from her place 

H o~ employment? 

15 A I met my brother at the shopping 

1$ center on Route J. 
.~ 
•I ,. 

~ j 

Q First, let me ask you what date 
;1 

lS :1 I, was that, and what time was that? 
I· 

19 I' 
1! 
!' 

20 
MR. RAWLINGS: Now, if the Court 

31 'i ;, 

please, I don't believe we raised this in 

' ' ~ 
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.:..1s2-



~ 

f(D 
~ 

,......,._\ 

rn) tu ; 
'-. ~ 

IQ) 
i f-1 
Li 

\ii 
I I 
lJ 

:r 
I ,, 

2 l! 
ii 
" 

3 •I 
.! 

" •I 
: ~ 

4 

3 

., 
6 ·I 

"i 
•I 
'1 

7 1i 

!! 
;i 

8 .1 . , 
.!' 

9 
·!i 
!! 

10 
·! 

11 

., 
n 

12 ~ ! 
1j 
ii 

,~ 11 ;,.) ., 
1. 
:j 

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cffice: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

cross - G. L. Durrette 

direct examination. It would not seem to 

me to be a proper line of cross examination. 

MR. BURNSIDE: I would recall 

him as an adverse witness, Your Honor. 

MR. RAWLINGS: If you are going 

to do that, you might as well do it now. 

THE COURT: Just call him as an 

adverse witness, and go forward • 

B~:·:MR. BURNSIDE: (continuing) 

Q. What was the date and time? 

A I can't give you a date. I'm 

sure you know it, or you wouldn't be asking me about it. 
14 :I The time was between 6:00, and eight o'clock. My brother 
i5: ~.!'.." . 
- . ii was. there. I met him. He told me that he had had --

,1 
I 

16 '1 
I 

·1 
17 :I 

11 
·1 

15 

" :1 

Hl ., 

:I 
:i 

20 :i 
" 'i 
:! 

21 ,l 
" ·I 

i! 
I~ 

Q I didn't ask you what he had told 

you. 

A All right. I will wait for you 

to .ask the question then. 

All right, now. That was sometime 

between 6100, and eight o'clock? 
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Court Reporters ~"g~;j: Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 ,.-t .........._-v-it:;;f 
'(~~~/ Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

180. 

cross - G. L. Durrette 

In my e·stima~ion. To the best 

of my knowledg~ it was .. 

Q I'm not disputing the time. How 

long did· you and your brother stay out that night? 

A I don't know how late my brother 

stayed out. 

·Q What· time. did you leave him? 

A I stayed in the parking lot approx-

imately thirty to_forty-five minutes. 

Q Did he leave? 

A Yes. 

Q ~ow, you stayed there thirty or 

forty-five minutes, and obviously you left. When you 

left, had your brother returned, or was he still gone? 

A We left at the same time, in dif-

ferent directions. 

Q Did you see Karen that night? 

A Yes. 

Q And I believe she was with --

she was getting off work. 

A I don't know where she was coming 

from. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - G. L. Durrette 

Q She. was· with another female companion1 

or another two female· companions. 

A That is correct. 

Q: And after she pulled off .. , :.in fact, 

yo.ur brother. followed her, right?. 

. He left.at· the same t:i:me she did. 

I 'did.not see the direction in which. be traveled. 

po.· you and your brother do things 

together? · .. '. ' 

10 :i A · · ·we ·don' t · do things together as 
;; 
:j 

11 :! some. people do. We work on cars together, and see· each. 
... H 

13 
:: other occasionally,. yes. We ar.e .very· close. 
q 

1 n ii 
··' :1 ., 

·' ;, 
Q Do you go out together in the 

14 evenings at. all? 
[ 

15 I' 

:l A. No, sir. 
" " 16 ii 
~: Q Does he have any friends his age 
" 

17 
~! 
'I 
I 

il 
that he goes out with, be it to play golf, or go fishing, 

rn 
11 I. you know, whatever? 
1: 

19 
'i 
l 

A He does nb:c Rl-ay~-: golf~ ~·,-He fra:Js..· ~friends 
II 

20 :1 
ii that he sees. I don't know how occasionally. how regularly. 

:21 H 
ii 
I that is. 
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cross - G. L. Durrette 

Q When .. --

A (interjecting) Most of his time 

is spent at home with the children. .. · .. ·:. 

Q I didn.' t ask f.or any comments, 

5 sir. 
"i 

6 ;; .. A Strike that from the record. I'm 

sorry. 

Q Just as obviously, since you live 
!• 

·.i 
9 ,, 

" '.j 

:i 
10 ,1 

;1 

with. your mother. and you said you.don't get together, 

you don't know what he does, in fact --

11 ;, 
" THE COURT.: You can argue that 

12 ;r 

·' ' 
11 

1~ :I ,.) 

I• 

to me, Mr. Burnside. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I have 
!:! 

. " '' Lv .t 

<n ij 
io 11 

THE COURT:· Redirect, Mr. Rawlings? 

' 
Ii 
.I 

MR. RAWLINGS: Yes. 
17 I 

•l 
•I 

18 ii 
ii 
" ·: 

19 
,, 
ii 
:1 

20 
:1 

.1 

21 
1! 

Ii 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

d Office: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 a 
" 

'i .direct - W. Midgette 
ti 
.i 
:I 

ij Q .. 
·I 
'I 

2 :. ·A ·1 

:! 
3 :1 

'i 

ji 

Do you have any children? 

Yes, air. 

How many, and what age? 

I 
i. 

A I have two.. A little girl nine, and a . ~ I 
:j 
1! 

p ' 1; 
ii 
I. 

little boy six. 

6 :I 
1: Q Do. you. in order to supplement 

7 
:: your family income·, perform. any duties at all? 
:1 
I· 
'i 

8 J 
I' 
ii 

A. Babysit, since my husband wasn't 

s 'I 
!i ·at home, which I. enjoy· children. 
,I 

10 
i! 
I 

'.! Q · How many years have you performed 
1; 

11 ii 
ii 

babysitting. services? 

12 'I 
!1 ,, 
::· 

A Around. five. Maybe a little bit 
,, 

13 .. 
·' " ., more •. · 
•' i 

14 ii 
. 'I 

Q Now, other than, let's say, a 
;1 

15 :i housewife that may ask you on one or two occasions to 

" Ii babysi7' bnw a_,. illlll!liea have you babysat for their _, 
17 ii children on a regular basis? 

10 l!I ,I 
·I 

19 ;1 
ii more. 

r 20 .I 
,: 
jl 

21 ii 
11 

11 

ii 

A Around eight.~maybe a little bit 

Q ~ve you ever h&d ~rvicea 
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:1 FRANCES K. HALEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
11 Court Reporters . 
·i Courthouse Building .! 
i! Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 'Home: 786-4780 
. 187. 

,, 
.5 ·: 

'.! 
I• 

6 !i 
l! 

Ti! 
i! 

8 ;i 

9. :· 

.. 10 

" :r 

;! ,. 
j' 

11 H 
" 

direct - w. Midgette 
I 

inadequate care of any children that ~u 

have 

A 

Q When did you first meet Karen 

Durrette? 

A About, in December. 

Q Of what year? 

. A. '79 • 

And was there a ·purpose for you . 

and she to meet? 

A I was asked if I would like to 
....--.... 

12 !! babysit her two tw1 n beys, ~ 

--------------~---~--~~-
i;--

13 :1 
:1 
i! 

14 'i 
'1 

1 - !1 "" 
:1 ., 

16 11 
'! 
;j 

17 I' 
1! ;j 

Hl ii 
:I 
I, 

19 
,, 
I. 
ii 

20 

ii 
21 !I 

'I 
Ii 
ii 
!i 
!I 

II 
:1 
I! 

" - --

MR. RAWLINGS: Judge, can you 

ask her to speak up a little louder. 

THE COURT: Yes. You will have 

to speak up, Mrs. Midgette. I can't hear 

you. 

A I was asked to babysit for her 

two twin boys. 

Q Did you? 
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ii 
11 
11 

i! 
:I 
,1 

11 

:! 
l! 
;I 

1 i! 
ii ,, 

2 ;1 
ij 
11 

3 · :J ' 

i! 
I! 

4 __ :1 

5 

6 'i 

i I 
':' 

8 ii 
'g 

~o 

ll 

12 

1:3 

1'l 

15 

I ,1 
:! 

I 

.I ,, 
I/ 
I 
I 

:1 
'i '· ii 
11 

!! 
:i 
i 

:1 

Ii 
!i 
" 11 

lG 11 

. :I 
lT 

r 
18 I 

; i. 
r 

19 I 
' I 
I 
'I 

20 
,, 

FRANCES K .. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - w. Midgette 

Yes, sir. 

For how many weeks ?1.: . What is your 

best estimate? 

A Close to two months, maybe_.~ -
Q Other than just merely being a 

babysitter in the sense of watching over children, do 

you do things for the children, suCh. as reading, arts 

and crafts? 

MR. RAWLINGS: Let him ask what 

she does. 

THE OOURT: That is a leading 

question. 

Q Do ZQU do anythi~ 

Read a tori ea, we take 
,,--- -----~~~--~~------~---) 

A walks, we 

go· with other children also where we have them.to go --
--~~--~~~~-~ o~--wn=-the :vtffte~t,. so .they s~ 

gg. to parks, craft timeJ 

Q Do you have a craft time each 

11 

11 

day? ____ · 
/-----

' 21 A Just about every day. 
I, 

I 
I 

! 

:I 
11 
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Off ice: 3 71-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

.direct - w. Midgette 

Q Now, when you say craft time, 

so we can be a little more specific, what do you mean. by 

3 that? 

A Color, clay, f ingerp~tnting·~ .. _ · 
,-~~~~-~ ' 

Q Now• you · a!so say you go for walks. 
ii 
·1 

6 11 
Are there any ot·her women in the: neig~ doing .:t.!i!:J 

.l _ __.. 
I' 7 :I same type of thing that you are doing? 
;f ........ -. ·-·---·-·--------- ----
·I, 

s ·i A two or three • 
. ! 

''.j ,, 
9 :\ Q e thexa children either with 

10 you, or with these two 

11 :i the age -cf£--cnr--
:: .. ,, 

12 this proceeding? 
ii. -·-
" Yes, sir, close to the age, or A 13 ,, 

11 _,.-

14 Ii at .. -e htf'!r-ag e. · 
!1 

15 !\ -----n· 
I. ------- Q 

All right, now, you said something 
;i ., 

1s l\ about walks. What do you mean walks? 
Ii 

li 

i\ 
18 !; 

A Well, we walk. say, maybe two or 

three blocks, you know, fer activity, you know, insteaL_ __ 
,___~~--------~~..:.__---~~~...;..._~~~~~~~ 

19 ii of just sitting in a house. You have to do other thingir··-' 
'.\ 
!i 

20 \! always with a child. 
ll 

21~ 
!i 

.-----. ______ :. 
- Ia that done with anybody else 

I 
I 

' 

i\ other th...; the children that you are caring for? I 
~~~~~·l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-11 

1: ~ -161-
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;1 Court Reporters 
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:1 Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
h 
I 

.II 
11 

direct - w. Midgette 

;'.190. 

I' :I 
A Well, with the other mothers and 

" 

I! 
the other children. ~also. i· 

Ji 
11 ,, 
ii 
p 
.I 

i! 

i'. 

l: 
1: ,, 
;1 

:j 
•i 
!! 
it ,, 
:1 
~ : 
'I 
~ ! 
" .j 
:1 
•I 
,t 
;1 
" .. 
:1 
j ,, 

!I 
:: 
I' 

,·.··--.... __ , ____ 
Q Now, did you have any difficulty 

with these children at all during the two months that you 

were providing the babysitting serVices? 

A No, sir. 

Q Would you describe them? 

A 

Pardon me? 

A Sweet. They are really good boy~ 

Typical little boys. 

They never provided you with any 

--------~ disciplina problem? 

------------·-A Well, no i not real 

Q mean out of the ordinary 

i. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

boys. I 
-···········------· ! 

A Oh, no, no. ) j. 

18 :1 1/ Q ~en you first -- excuse I 

y I 
19 I) me, would you describe for the Court, during these two months,! 

20 Ii the relationship that you observed between these boys and I 
I! 21 i Karen when she would deliver the boys, and when ~he ;~Qfllld 
I 

and pick them up. 
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20 
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Court Reporters 
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:I Courthouse Building 
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·I 

'I I! 
:1 
:i 
~I 

!I 
/' 
ii 
!1 
ji 

1! 

ii 
Ii 
ii 
'I 
:I 
:! 
i! 
Ii 
ji 
I' I ;I 
/, 
:I 
'I 
:1 
,1 
!I 
•! ., 
Ii 
ii 
;I 

jl 
:1 
:l 
:1 
:! 
!1 
;I 
1, 

!1 
II 
:I 

ii ,. 
lj 
!1 
'! 
II ,, ,, ,. 
·t 
11 
·1 
11 
.I 

ii 
·i 

191. 

direct - W. Midgette 

A They loved her. And at the time 

their mother and father were separated, I could tell the 

difference in the boys , but after a while·, you know, it 

was bard on them .• 

MR.· RAWLINGS: I just cannot hear 

what she is saying, Judge. 

THE COURT: I can.'. t. hear either. 

You will have to. speak up, Mrs. Midgette. 

Talk to the Sheriff in the back of the room 

back there. 

q· When you talk up, make sure you 

know I'm going to be hearing you, because I am furtherest 

away, okay. You say they loved her. How did they express 

their love for their mother? 

.-~-------:1Ar-----..,s~ynwant ing her at certain times. 

They, you know, they wanted to know when she would be there. 
_ ... -··------

But they always, you know, I wonldn' t say they rea11Yruect· 

I 

I 
' 

I 

I 

I . I 
i 
I 

" 
ii 

<._..-....._:_. ~-:-----_ _:.._._--:._ __________ , ______ ------

a lot. --- · 
·1 

ii 
!I 
!, 
11 

" 
I! 
~ ! 

Q How about. when their mother would 

come to pick them up, and it was obvious to you ~hat the 
--...._) 
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4 ii 

'.i 

5 :1 

' . ' 

6 ,, 
·! 

7 ·; 
.; 

:i 
8 i1 

:i 

'i 
9 .'i 

!: 
10 

i ,. 
:i 
It 

i.2 !I 

Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - w. Midgette 

children realized their mother was there. 

do? 

192. 

What woul4 they 

A Run to her, or hug her, or kiss 
... --= .______, 

her. ---· Q 

to you in the morning, what was their appearance? 

A Neat,. clean·., 

Q 
I , .. 

. iat·ely?· · 

A No, sir. 

Q Now, .are you. able to provide this 
.... -same service in the· future shotlld .. Kare-n--be awarded .cust~ · 

I 

I 
I 
I 
!, 

I 

' -··----~---· 
1s il ~f_h_e:c.-sons?· 

!j .. ·, I !' 

14 " :! 
q 
i! 
ii 

15 i: 
I' 
1! 

16 11 .. 
! 
' 

17 I 
I 

I 

I 
18 :1 

!; 

19 
:1 ,, 
~ ! 

20 

' 
21 

I 
I 
I 
ii 
!1 
!I 

A 

Q 

Yea, sir.···· I 
i 

You were not under any current. military 
. .' 

orders for your family to leave·this· area? . I 
A No, sir. 

Q Now, what' is the size of your. home? 

t:.know we are getting into a little -- but I mean room wize. 

How many bedrooms and so::: forth? 

A Three bedrooms, two full baths, 
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·, Court Reporters 
i\ Courthouse Building I· 
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:1 Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
·I 

ii 193. 

direct - w. Midgette 

kitchen, dining room. We have a split foyer. The down-

stairs is not finished yet. 

Q Now, should you take, should ·fuen 

I 
I 

I 
I. 

i 
I 

4 ii . I. 
ol 

same services , i have her boys, and you started providing these 
" q 

5 :i 
'.l 
:I . 
11 

6 :: 
'I 
'I. 

7 l: 
11 ,, 

8 ll 
:I 
/• 

9 ii 
•: 

iO 

11 

i! 

12 \ . 
:1 

ii 
13 :1 

! 
'1/ 1-± ·1 

ii :: 

:: ill 
J 

17 ·J 
!1 

18 11 

:1. 
19 'I ., 

,\ 

Iii 20 

!! 
21 I 

I 
i 

. . 
say, in a couple of weeks, other than your own children, 

would you be babysitting for any other children? 

A I just do part-time. It might be 

two days a week for th~s little baby I keep. 

Q In other words, ·the maximum amount 

of children around the household would be five, at any one 

time. 

A Yes,. sir. 

Q That you are taking care of. 

A That is· plus mine. 

Q Right, I understand that includes 

yours. Have you, from observing Karen, from taking care 

of these youngsters, ever·observed anything that gave you 

cause for alarm, such as 

MR. RAWLINGSs Now, Judge, such 

as --
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FRANCES K. HALEY 8c ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse· Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786,4780 

direct. - W. Midgette 

Q Any cause. for alarm. 

A I don't understand. 

194. 

Q Have you ever seen - - when you have ... . ___________ __;,_ 

. --seen the children, have you found. anything wrong with them 
--·-------------···~---....;.__-:---:-____ ___, 

s medically? 

6 

7 

i: 

··-- -- . .-.---..-r .. ..._. ~.--------
A 

Q 

No, sir.. . 

~ 
Have you seen her take any action 

No, sir .. 

10 :! Q ~thing that you have· 

11 children which would cause . .-
:: _ .. --- ---

12 .J.-"'-you to feel that. she 
,. 

13 A No, sir·. 

1;! 

15 •i 
I• 
,J 

16 
:1 
!J 

MR. BURNSIDE: Answer Mr. Rawlings' 

questions. 

:i 
" 

11 '; 

ii 18 'I :i CROSS EXAMINATION 

19 
!I 
i! BY MR. RAWLINGS 1 

I' 
20 1! 

Ii 
'I 

21 ii 
ii 
II 

" I• 

Q Mrs .. Midgette, how long have you 

lived here in this area? 
'I 
:1 
11 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
195. 

··- --------------·- ! 

cross.~.-· w. Midg~tte; · .... 
I 

A Where I live now, seven months, 

but we have been in Hanover, Virginia a little over a year •. . 
" 

Q ·Before you came here, you were in 

:; . ,; Hanover? 
'ii 

A Yes, sir~ because my husband 
I ·i 

5 : ,' 
; 

6 · :: we was trying to find a house. 

I 
I" 
L II 

8' ': 
~ l 
" .. , 

9' ,! 
i i . ' 

1? I ·; 
•-I ;I 

, :I 

l '' ; ' "'i. l 
~ . : 

·1 
I 

l.O : ); 

,, 
'!1 

16 ' :j 

17 

lS 

19 

20 

21 

i 
''.! 

'I 
I• 

:i 
'I 
•! 
•' ,, 
,I 
1: 

,. ,, 
'1 
.; 
;j ,, 
:! 
I~ 
:i 
ii 

Q 

seven months? 

. A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

And you are where you are now for 

In Oak Grove Terrace . 

Where is that that you live? 

Oak Grove TerTace. 

Oak Grove Terrace? 

Oak Grove Terrace. 

Where is Oak Grove Terrace? 

In Spotsylvania·~· 
/ 

Where in Spot~ylvania?· 

Up the i:oad. 

Up what road? How far from here? 

About seven miles-. 

In which direction? 

Going down the road • 
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Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - W. Midgette 

Q Towards Fredericksburg? 

A. Yes, sir. 

-.l 

3 :; 
Q What hours do you keep your babysitting 

:i 
4 .. service open? 

5 A In the· _morning, till say 5:00. 

Q From five o'clock in the morning? 

A It depends on the mother, ·how long 

8 she works. 
. . 

... ·Q And you ddnit:know where -- you 

10 ' don't know where Mrs. Durrette now lives, or do you? ' ' 
" I 

li :1 A I have a roundabout idea where she 

12 might,. but, no; I have never been there. 

..!,_,) 

Q You <ion' t know how far it is from 

14 her house to _your house. 

15 !! A I understand it is maybe about ten .!! 
•I 

" 'I 
iG 'i miles, !; or so. 

.ll Q Now, don't you recall when Mrs • 

13 Durrette brought the children to you before that she caused 

19 
:1 you not to permit the children to take a nap 1 

20 

" ,, 
" 

A No, I don't remember. 
21 ;1 

Q You don't remember? 
" :j 
:1 
~ ! 
!; 
jJ 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporrers · 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - W. Midgette 

No. 

Q She could. have caused you, could 

she? 

A No, I don't think she did. 

Q Are you sure? 

6 ;! A Most ·small children of that age 

7 
ii 

do take naps. 
j: 

8 :I 
: Q Did they? 

!t 
9 I. A ·Oh, yf;:s, sir, they did. 

Q And you don't recall telling the 

two ladies who came to see you that were coming to their· 

church, that Mrs. Durrette told you not to give them naps? 

You don't remember telling that to two ladies? 

A No, not to my knowledge. 

Q And it was during December and JanuarY:, 

that they came to your house. 

A Say that again, please. 

Q W·~s.~:it during December and January 

of last year that they wer~ --

A {interjecting) I think it was start-

ing in January, somewhere around there. I don't remember. 
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FRA.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg. Virginia 22401 

Offke: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - W. Midgette 
: q 

Ii 
!I 
'I Q 
lj 

What kind of heat do you have in 
!1 

2 .: your house? 
!I 

3 

5 

6. 

8 

-~ 
g ;1 · 

" 1! 
10 

i l :: 
; 

.! 
J 2 ,:j 

fl 
13 •1 

' 
19 •; 

20 ,, ,. ,, 

A Central. 

Q Central heat? 

·A Yes, sir. 

-~ 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that is 

all I want to ask her, Judge. 

·THE COURT: Redirect, Mr. Burnside. 

MR~ BURNSIDE:· ·No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Can Mrs. Midgette be 

excused? 

·MR. BURNSIDE: Yes, she can, Your· 

Honor. 

THE co·URT: Any objection to this 

witness being excused? 

MR. RAWLINGS: None whatsoever. 

THE COURT: You are excused. You 

can go heme, Mra. Midgette. Don't talk to 

anybody in the hall about this case. 

---------------------------
WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 
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FRA~JCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - S. Ogle 

A I guess it was around.May of last 

year. We have been there about a year. 

Q Now, during the years of friend- J --ship between you and Karen, hroz.e ye~ ~±sited each other? 

~---- A Yes, sir. A lot of times we fix_) ----lunch4or the kids together, and we laid out in the sun 
~o=,;;;_-=.:::-=-:=-=.=-:~==:.:=-:~==-~~::::....::;:.:.::..-:::.::--=-==--:---.:l 

together, we went shopping together, just different things. 

Q You are referring to a time after 

9 : ·; your children, then, and her children were. born, is that· 

10 ·: correct? 

11 A Yes, sir. 

!2 I Q How old.~ ch~dren~ 

,., ...... A I ave one three, and one five. 

1-! Q How often would you say that your 

------ - ---15 children and Karen's children played together when Karen 
) 

---lG --·-- . and Gordon-.. we·~-a...l..ll...~W~~:!!!:!;f. ___ _ 

A 

1s · ·· close to it. 

19 Ii 
I ~ . ,, 

20 ·!I 
;; 

21 ,, 
11 

':J 
I 

I• 
;1 
I 

A 

got along~·· -----

Just about every day, I guess, or:,. ------· _..---··--

How did they enjoy each other? 
~-·--·-·-··· 

T~eclplaying together. They ____ .. 
------··-·---. _ __....--.----··-

I' 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371*5258 Home: 786*4780 

direct - S. Ogle 

Q Now, on occasions, during this period i 
--=-·--

2 of time that we are talking about, have you ever had to 

----~~~~~--~~ 
3 go anywhere without your:;-:c~hh.i~,l~d~r~e~n~1r---~~~~-

i --------------------,__ ____ _ 

5 I 
i 
I 
I 

7 ' 

8 

3_ i. 
" 
'· :o " I 
'i ,, 
I/ 
I 

li :! 

, .... . ,, 

13 

1' _ .. 

1;:; 

16 

,-
! I 

18 

19 

20 

A Yes, sir, I have. Karen has kept 

them before while I have been to to'Wn, and the -----------
and I ·kept hers. We did that~ 

~-~-·---And durtni this entire time, did 

you ever see any evidence of neglect or abuse by her of 

A 

Q 

No, sir. --------
. ·-----_ 

How would you describe the re.la--
tionship between Lil'en and these boys? 

~---~ A Karen was always a good mother. 

She took good care of the kids. She paid them a lot of 

attention. 

Q .How did the children react to her? 
--· --~~- ~ - .. .,.. -----·---.. 

A They loyed her. They were always 

glad to see her when she came back after I had kept them. 

-Q Now, on occasions of, say, one of 

the children, her children, would.fall, scuff a knee, you 

21 11 know, those types of incidents, did you ever see her ignore 

Ii the child at all? l, 
;i 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct .. S. Ogle 

at work, during the daytime. But I had been before when 

2 1i Gordon was home, yes. 

3 Q normally do when you 
~----~~~~~~~--·......:----

4 had been over to visit with Kare~? -s A What do __ .lQu mean I mean, he sat 

6 there with everybody else and ~alked, or whatever we were 

-1 ~~ ;ng···-··-·-· 

Have you ever been able to see him 

9 

'· 

10 

11 

.,., 11 Lu 

I 
1, 
I' 

,~ i .. ) 

i5 

10 
J.v 

·• 
:::o .. 

:1 

' 
21 

with eliB!children at all? 

A Yeah, I have ·seen him, you know. 

We were all, like, sitt~ng outside watching the kids play· 

and stuff like that. 

Q Since the time of their separation, 

during the day, has Mrs. Mentor, the ba~r brought -.~,he....ehi-1-dren down to- play w±ch--your-children? 
··-·~---·------·-·A·. o, sir. 

Q Has Gor~on ever brought them down 

to play with them? 
\'-------~--~----~ 

A I don't think so• No. 

Q And apart from your child that is 
,.,.....----.. __ ---------

age t_~t;~e.----"--"ilifQ..1.. , using the age bracket of two to three, 
..,,_.---· .. .. / 
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FRANCES K. "HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reponers 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - S. Ogle 

A Gee, I'm not really sure. I'm not 

2 !i really sure when she started work. 

3 

,) 

t3 

7 

12 

i2 

15 

. 16 

' 
' ,,, 

·•, 
~ ; 

L ,, 
.. 

17 ' 

Q Do you know she did? 

A Oh, yeah, I 

days a week. 

Q· She oniy worked a couple days a 

week? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q So, if she only· worked a- couple. 

days a week, then she only needed a babysitter a couple 

days ~ week, is that the idea? But so, after she started 

to work, there were;t days in the· week, then, you didn't get 

a chance to get together. 

A Yes, sir. We didn't get together 

as much when she sta%'.ted working, no. 

Q And you didn't have a whole lot 

of time from May, 1979, until the latter part of the year, 
18 

;; until the end of '79, for her to do this. She was working 
19 I 

during the ·fall of '79, wasn't she? 
20 !i 

:1 
'1 A Yeah, I guess it was. I'm not real 

21 
sure when she started working, the exact date or anything. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4 780 
206. --------

cross - s. Ogle 

Q Did she have a car? 

A Yes, sir, she did. 

Q She rode around, didn't she? 

A Not _+~"just tO-.:tQ.e:.-gro~ery· .. store. and 

the normal things. Not a lot,. 

Q She was out two or three times a 

day, wasn't she? 

A Not as I know of, no. 

Q She cauld have been. You wciuldn' t 

have seen everything she did. 

A Well, no, I didn't see everything 

that goes on, no • 

Q And it is entirely possible that 

Mr. Durrette had the children down in your ne.ighborhood, 

' 
i 
I 
' ' 

i 
i 

or near youri.bouse and your children played with his child:rten : 

when you weren't aware of it. 

A Maybe when I wasn't home they might 

have. 

Q Or when you were in the back of 

the house it could have happened too, couldn't it? 

A· I guess it could have. 
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FRANCES K. _HALEY 8c ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3 7i-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

cross - S. Ogle 

207. 

Q Could it have happened when your 

2 husband was out front and you were in the back cooking, 
1

• 

.j i 
I 

-! 

:) 

6 " 
" 

I 

i3 

9 

lO 

i 1 

12 

13 

i..; ! 

or·--

A Yes, sir. I'm not always aware 

of everything that goes on every minute. . 

Q Well, since ·February of this ye_ar, 

have you ever taken your c ~ldren down 

~e·-·to-~th his;;c:hildren? . 
_,,.- . . I • 

urrette's 
----< 

'---- No, I haven't. 

Q Did you ever do that before Mrs. 

Durrette left? 

A Oh, before Karen left home? Yeah, 

we used to go down there a lot. -- ""'"''--- -----·-·· 

Q That was because you and she were 

10 particularly good friends. 

16 A Right. And our kids played together, 

11 " . and we were friends, and it wor..t.:ed out we-11. 
!! 
' 

18 Q Why did you stop them from playing 

19 ,. 
i ~ 

together when she left?· 
,• 

20 ., 
I 

MR. BURNSIDE: Objection to using 

the word stopped. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - S. Ogle 

/.~~~~\ 

'.{~ 
208. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Well, something 
I 
I happened. 1. 

·MR.. BURNSIDE: Ask her why, but 

THE COURT: Yes, sir, you can ask 

why. I think it is argumentative whether 

the word stopped is proper or not. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 
I 

. ' 

, Q Why didn't.you take them down in 

the last. few months to play? 

A Well, I just didn't take them down. 

Q Just didn't do it. · 

A No. 

Q Just didn't think of it. Do you 

work? 

A I work a couple nights· a week. 

Q Two nigl:lts a week? 

A Jes, sir. 

Q You don't do work during the day? 

A No, sir, not often. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - S. Ogle 

Q And your children are old enough, 

are they, or are they, to go to· school?· 

A One of them went to kindergarten 

this past year. She goes to first grade this year. 

Q And the other one isn't old enough? 

A No, sir, he. is not. 

Q And the times you saw Mr. Durrette 

with his children, there was nothing to cause any question 

in your, mind about him getting alqng with the children. 

was there? 

A No, sir. 

MR. RAWLINGS: That is all I have. 

THE COURT: I have a problem, now, 

Mrs. Ogle, mainly because the lawyers don't 

ask you questions straight, and that is why 

I don't understand the ~swers. Is there 

any -- have you ever noticed any problem with 

Mrs. Mentor in her taking care of the children 

during the daytime? 

THE WITNESS: I haven't been down 

there, so I can't.say. 
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Office: 371-5258 Horne: 786-4780 

THE COURT: Any other questions 

of Mrs. Og,le? 

MR. RAWLINGS: No. 

·THE COURT·::. 'Mr. Burnside. 

MR~ BUR.NS IDE: · No,. sir. 

'rHE COURT: May Mrs. Ogle be excused 

to go home? 

MR. BURNSIDE: Yes,. sir. 

THE COURT: M.rs. Ogle, I don't 

/' know how this is· going to come out, and you 

are in the neighborhood there, and the impor-

tant. thing is for the boys t'o be· raised up 

the best they cartf 

------------------~--------
WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 

MR. BURNSIDE: Theresa Thomas. 
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FR.:),,;-.;c;::3 :<. HP.LE\' 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Repor:ers 

Co:.irrhouse Building 
f~dericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Che~: 311-5253 Horne: 786-4780 

direct·· - T. Thomas 

A There is a third girl, Terrr. 

Q She is the young lady that is here? 

A Yes. 

Q Dur~nat-·--one. year of carpooling, 
,,.,.-------..,_ _______ ~~·~·-~-~--~--..__ ___ 

did the children go with you in the. niorning, .and in the 
-------------~=~=~...,-,,.....----==;=;---...... eveniag-;Chat is Karen' a ehii:drenT·-···-"·-.. = .. 

·., ··. d----~ .. ---... --~ 

...... _____ ... -----"11A~----....,,..te~s-, -o--n 0ccaii:Cons they did. 

Q 
--·-~~-----;-----.-~--:-~-

And could you describe wha:~!.~uld 

.have happened when Karen would drop of! the children at 
~----------------~~--~---------

the babysitter? 
,..,,.....,. ___ ._ ·------

A Well,. she would -- when I was riding 

with her, she wo.uld drop them o.ff at her mother-in-law's 
~'"·' 

house, and occasionally, I would be with her. in the evening 

when she would pick them up. 

Q place as to the children? 

I mean how did they act to her in the morning when she dropped, 
.. ··-·--">----- ---------

--------~~~~~~--~~~ ·them off? 
---.--~--

A Well, sometimes they would cry when 

she would leave them. 
~ 

Q Would she do anything in response 
/"---. 

to their crying? 
_l. --
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1 FR.L\.NC2:S K. HALEY 8: ASSOClATES 
Court Report::-rs 

1 ·1 

Courthouse Building 
F.-edericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Ofiic~: 3 7 i-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

direct - T. Thomas 

A She kneeled down and kis'sed them, 
---·--· _...._, .... ~ ..... -·-7-·-., 

2 ' and t.o-I'd them she will be· gone for a wbi le... but she will 
-----~ 

---~._,_- ............. .,,-~ -·-··-........ ... 

3 be back later. 

. ; 

5 

8 

;; 

- ) 

il 

, . ., 

:3 

i ·! 

~5 
:1 

~5 'I 
I . 

17 

19 

Q All right, now, how about in the 
,~·,.,......,....~~-----.........:.-... .. ____ ,_.,.._ .. __ .~ __ ... ,_ . ··.··-

evenings when she wou~~dEic~-- ~P....-E-.~e.- .. ~J:~;..1-q~e.fu __ What;_~i~ ... 

the children do when they -- when t~!l'--~-~~ their mot]:~:.~ 

A . Th~ould run 5_'? her, you ~o~.:__ 

They were glad to see her, and she would ~_t_.them. __ and_p_~,. 

their shoes on, and occasionally I would __&Q_l,._I}J;Q __ he~_ mother-
~~~~~~~~~~~~·~--

in-law's house to help put· the clothes on. 
------------------- - .. 

Q You mean they were not properly 

dressed? 
+" 

A They were dressed, but they just 

had their shoes off. They were playing. 

Q Other than this type of arrangement, 

I mean of dropping the children off, picking them up, have 

you ever been around Karen when she has had the children? 

A No. 

Q From this carpooling arrangement, 

~ 0 , and observing Karen and the children, how do you generally 
:.1 :: l 
:1 describe their relationship? 
!j 
.i 

" ' 
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FRANCE:S K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - T. Thomas 

,..~~~~\ 

!f ~2: ·1\ .- --~- ,... -, ,,.. -r::.--· .... ·. ·.~__,.. :; 

~-~ :£j~.: 

214. 

A I would describe it as being normal 

2 for mother and children relationship, you know. It is just 

3 

5 

3 

:..1 

l: 

!.U 

'' ... ·:: 

.16 

11 

]<.) 

"' 

a rtormal realtionship. I don't see an;thing--~is-~-~y." ·zfi£Ter• : 
·"'

._ ..... _ .... _______ _ 
. .,_ ----- -·------------ ~-... 

ent than most, you know, parent, a mg_t:h.E?.r .. _.wo.uld -act_. to.~a~d 
,,.:,..,-------'".,...._ .. ... -. .______ ____ ,.;___ _______ __ 

a child. 
~----· --- Q Have you ever seen any evidence ------- ·-··-·· -·-----------· ---. 

of any neglect or abuse by her of her· children? ________ ..... ------ - -- .. -

A Oh, no. 

Q Do you know, personally, of anything 

which you think should pre~ent'her from having custody· of 

her children? 

A No, I dcn'-t. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I have 

of this witness, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mrs. Thomas, do you 

have any children? 

-------·-·---·---· ·-. THE WITNESS: Yes, I have three 

children. <L ____ ___ 

THE COURT: What are their ages? 

THE WITNESS: I have a daughter 

thirteen years old, a son nine, and one son 
c=:------~---------~" 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
freder'.cksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 3 71-52j8 Home: 786-4 780 

THE COilJRT: Answer Mr. Rawlings ' 

questions. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
I 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: ' . 
I 

! 

You gave us your address. Where 

I 

Q 

is that? 
f ... ,, 

5505 Edenton Street, Fredericksburg,. A 

Virginia~ I live in the County of Spotsylvania. 
I 

Q Edenton Street, is that in the Chan-
1 

cellor area? 

A 
I -~~ 

No, it is Oak Grove subdivision. 

' 
Right down, say, about, you know where -- I think that mar

l 

ket is Millgarden Market. 

Q 

Mrs. Durrette lives? 

A 

I see. Well, now, do you konw where 

Yes, ~ir. 
I 
i 

Q How far are you from her? 
I 

A In mileage 1 Well, her house is 

before you get to my house. lrt is, I think -- I don't know 
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FRA.NC!::S K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Coun:house Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cffic~: 311-5258 Home: 786-4780 
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cross - T. Thomas 

the street. I don't know ·her address, ·but I know the house 
'·• 

2 when I see it. But, I live on past there, right off 208. 

3 Q Does she live away from you towards 

~ out of town, or towards town? 

A She lives closer to town. 

6 Q Who drives the carpool? 

7 A We take turns. We ride two days 

maybe I will drive, and maybe two days Karen will drive, 

9 ·and two days- Terry will dr"i ve •· 

10 Q When Karen drives, does she have 

to come back in town to give you --

A (interjecting) No, I ·don't live 

that far. Mrs. Durrette lives, I guess Millgarde~ Market, 

H I guess, is the best description, and we generally meet. 

iv We don't meet at my house·, we generally meet one specific 

l6 ! place. 

17 Q I see. You all converge on one 

lS :L place. 

19 A Yes, sir. 

20 Q What time do you meet? 

21 
A Whatever time our work schedule 

permits us to. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
frcdericksburg, Virginia 2240i 

Office: 371-52j8 Home: 786-4780 

cross - T. Thomas 

Q Do you all work the same schedule? 

A Occasionally we· do. Sometimes we 

get .different schedules. but when we get the same schedule, 

we meet forty-five minutes be£ore we are due to arrive at 

work. 

Q What is the normal early time you 

go to work? 

A If we have a schedule at nine o.' clock,; 

we probably leave at the meeting place either· Nichols or 

Woolco, wherever we meet, we probably leave around quarter 

after 8:00, or something like that • 

Q Well, now, your experience with 
'~ )' 

Mrs. Durrette and her children. is when you went with her 

while she dropped them off at the babysitter? 

A Right. 

Q And your experience with that was 

last I 

in January of this past year? 

A Probably, right. It's been quite 

some time. 

Q It was only for about five or six 

weeks? 

-18 7--



;'---..., 

1 r· \ 
i ; l _ _j 

i ln 
\ ;... J 
'-.._,, 

~ .. J 
\ •/ ! 
\ ,· . ; 

i . 

2 

3 

6 ,, 

7 

8 

10 

1:2 : . 

'" ·"' 

i.5 

113 

1'7 

10 

~o I .i 

21 

FRA.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Counhouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

CfL:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
218. 

cross - T. Thomas 

A Right. 

Q And didn't she have to work late 

some nights? 

A Who Karen? 

Q Mrs. Durrette.· Until nine o'clock? 

A She had to work, I think our latest 

schedule is seven o'clock, 7:30, when the commissary closed 

at 7:00. 

So, it was what time when you got 

back to the babysitter in Fredericksburg? 

A It may have been eight o'clock. 

Q So, there were, at least, two nights 

a week she had to pick the children up at the babysitters 

at eight o'clock. 

A Sometimes, yes. Sometimes we had 

an early schedule, you know. That depends on whenever the 

schedule is made up. Occasionally we might get two nights 

a week. 

Q Were any other children dropped 

off at the babysitter, or just her two? 

A Just her two. It was only when 

she was driving. 
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FR.C.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

C0urthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Offic~: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - T·. Thomas 

Q What? 

A It was only when it was her turn 

:; to drive when I would see. the children. 

Q When it was not her turn to drive, 

3 do you know what happened? 

6 A No. 

Q Did she ride with you when it was 

3 your turn to· drive? ) 

9 A .Yes. 

10 Q And you don't know how the children 

got to the babysitters that day. 

12 A No, I don't. You know, we just 

met at a specific place, and that is all. 

14 Q It was only the days that she drove 

i5 that you know anything about the children going to the baby-

rn sitter. 

A Yes, s.ir. 

lS Q But she rode with you on the days 

i2 that she didn't drive, didn't she? 

A Right. If her schedule permitted, 

~1 then yes, she did. 
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'.="RANCES !<. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
;~.~~~~.\ Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

;;:: .. ··-·'.. ~~ ·:: ·=~~~ ~' 
\-~~,.~~._ ~: 

-~~l:~~·~::~i~:·; Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
220 .. 

cross - T. Thomas 

Q And you don't know how the children 

got ·to the babysitter • 

A No. 

Q And you said that once or twice, 

or at least on occasion, you picked the children up and 

they didn't have their shoes on? 

A They were just playing, I imagirie. 

Q What?· 

A They were just playing. 

Q Playing in the house? 

A Yes. 

Q Of course, this was in January? 

A Yes. 

MR .. BURNSIDE: This was at the 

mother~in-law's house. 

'£HE WITNL·:S3: This was at Mrs. 

Durrette's house. I don't know, it was just, 

you know, I just went in.~ This is my reason 

for going in, to help her get the children, 

because there was two of them. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Off'.:::e: 37i-525S Home: 786-4780 

direct - V. Owen 

/-::~~-~\ 

t~' 
224. 

Q On each occasion that you took care 

of the children, who brought the children to you? 

A Karen. 

Q And who picked the children up? ·--
A Karen. 

Q And how would you describe the rela-
-----------'--· 

tionship between the children and Karen? 

A Well, they acted like they were ·---- ---·--··---. 
crazy abo.ut their mother. . Sh~ would bring them in, they 

------------------------------·-
would cry when she would leave. _§gJ. __ s.he-w~d-as-su~e--..t.h~m 

that she would be back after them. And they would cry about 
--------------~----------·---·--·--- - ·-·---·· -. "·- ···-·-··· 

an hour after she would leave, and I told them to not cry, 

bec~se she would be- ""b'~clr~--------..: . .----.. -------···-----·-

~---~---~~-1'\nd-··trow would they react when she 

would return? 

-----A-~~~~~~Bs glad to see her. 

Q --------How would they express that? 

~~~-un--~~-~er. 
----------------·---

A 

Q Did evidence of 

or. abuse of the children? 

A 

I' 
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. ~ ~ . . . . . -. 

' J,"1. 
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' .. ~- ..:: 

~·That h::mr s did d1ildren 

.Diff ~:ent hours. She ha4 diff.3r-

ent hours to -~~o to work. 

Ji.cl sh2 :,wr.k some d:'.lys during the 

:week until ei;_:;ht o'clock .qt 

A 

Q. 

. \ 
c:. 

Q 

sitting for her? 

--===-------·--L.:. ... 

I don'!: thi~k so. 

You a.re not sure? 

No: I '.n net sure . 

~,Tell, .s11e. sa.id her mother-in-la.w 

want0d. to keep them, and -::hat_ i'~-why that she took them 

from me. 

-4""'>----------· 
Q So, she took them to her mother-

in-law to babysit? 

A I don't know. She just said that 

s~wanted to babysit, to keep peace in the family. - ------Q Do you live near Mrs. Midgette? 

A 
•.f.._,-
"' ~. J.. ,;;, • 

Q Do you know ~rs. Midgette? 
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Ff~.ll.NCC:S :<. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
F;-edericksturg, Virgi'1ia 22401 

<Jfi:ce: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - S. Bennett 

::-=:Q~\ 
.':_.\/ I~; 

Q How often would you say you saw 

her when she was living on.Beechnut Drive? 

A Oh, on Beechnut? I'd say about 

three or four times. 

Q Now, during those occasions, did 

she have the children with her? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how would you describe their 

·relationship? 

A Good. 

Q Did you see anything abnormal? 

A No,.sir. 

Q Are you married? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have children? 

No, sir. 

Q How would you describe the relation-

ship, I mean, in the sense of how they related to each other? 

A Just fine. Like a normal parent/child 

relationship. 

~ Did: Karen ever ignore them? 
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:=::<ANCC:S K. HALEY Sc ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Fr~dericksburg. Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

direct - s. Bennett 

A No, sir. 

Q Was she affectionate? 
<\ . ..:::.::> s: 

A 

Q 

Very. 
~ How about the children in response? 

A Okay, I guess. I never really noticed, 

you know. 

Q Do you understand my question? 

A Not really. 

Q How would· the children express their 

love to her? 

MR. RAWLINGS: Judge, I really 

don't ·like to object all the time, but I 
' 

would think that he could ask a·question 

without being so leading. Ask what the chil-

dren did. 

MR. BURNS IDE : I haven't asked 

her -- I haven't suggested that they ran up 

to her and hugged her, or kissed her, or any-

• • J.. .• i. thing • 
20 ,I 

THE COURT: Ms. Bennett testified 
. k- .~ ...... ., .. 

21 .i 

'.l 

she appeared to be a good mother. What else 

" ,, 
do you want? 
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·--·==-==~·=---==·=========== === 

direct - N. Dawson 

l Q ~heny~.~e the 

" children around the church, who are they with, Karen or 

.. somebody else? 

A Generally that is when I see them 

with Kare:n. -- -·- ·- --· --·····. --

-----~~~~--------- .. 
Q How do they appear when you have 

' t' . seen them? 

. '. ~ 

: I 

A Fin~ormal little boys. 

'.j i 
"._./ 

Have you ever not~ced anything adverse Q 

in the relationship between the children and Karen, from 

your observation? 

·--.. !/ A No, sir. 
. i 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I 

would have, Your Honor. 

1 .j 
THE COURT: All .right. Mr. Rawlings. 

l'7 

_c"). 
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direct - c. Hairfield 

Q Why on Saturdays? 

A Because Karen had to go to work 
...---....-----------------· 

at the commissary, and she needed somebody to watch them. 

Q 

A 

Q 

And was Gordon Durrette working? 

No. ...._____ 
Have you ever been in the presence 

of Mr~ Durrette when he's.been requested to take care of 
·~ 

the children on a Saturday when, in.fact, rou took care 

of" them? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What was his response? 

A ·He couldn't do it because he had 

too many other things to do. 

Q 

heard him say that? 

a dozen times that I 

Q 

yo ·on Saturday, who 

How many times do you think you 
·---··-·· -· ------·--. 

I gue.s~e, at least, a~--.... 

Now, when the children were with ------·-------·-----delivered them to you, and who picked 

them-up? 
----------------·--~ 

A Karen. 

----------·--------------·-----------------------
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direct - c. Hairfield 

Q Would this be on each occasion? 

A I think one time Gordon did come 

to get them, and Karen· had come about five minutes later 

to pick them up, and Gordon had already come ·to get them. 

Q How many Saturdays, give your best 

estimate, do you think you babysat for these children-when 
.:__) 

Karen and Gordon were liviug together. -- Stace she- went to work. I would 

say, golly, on the average of tliree Saturdays, probably, 

three Saturdays a month • 

Q And on these Saturdays, Mr. Durrette 
~,,... ... _,. ______ .. -... _._, ____ ·-· 

was not ·wo~king. 

~---~Ar------··- Right. 

----··· Q Now, have you ever been in the presence 

of Gordon Durrette when the children were present? -----. 
·-----~r-------¥es-;--··~----

Q Have-you ever seen him act adversely 

to the children? ----------·--··-

A Yes. 

Q Would you please relate to the Court 

each instance and what transpired. 
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direct - C. Hairfield 

A He was, you know, sitting down or 

anything, you know, they would be trying to get up on h~ 
lap, and everything, and he had told them, he said, "Boy," l 

he said, "I told you if you dOJ:?.'t get down I'm going to 

knock your god damn head out there in that road .• '.' And a 

lot of times, if they had been standing up in front of 

TV, "You better move your F ass, 11 you know, 'just things 

l:t°ke that. 
I 

Q How many times do you think you 

saw something of that nature? 

A I Im sure it. was every day that . .i.· --

you know, that they would always be, you know, wanting, 
.,. 

you know, to crawl all over him, and everything like that, 

and he just didn't want them to. He wanted to sit down, 

you know, and smoke a cigarette, drink a beer, read the 

paper. 

Q How about with regard to your 

How have the children reacted to her? 

A They love Karen. I mean, I'm not 

saying they don't love Gordon, but they always, "Mammie, 

mommie, mommie. " 
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direct - c. Hairfield 

Q Did you ever see 

'1~·;%" 
• =:..·..::-.::. •;;I 

;~ '.~ ... :~\:;~f 
2-4~9:~ 

her act in the 

manner like you described Gordon acting? 

A No. She tried to discipline, you 

know, she would speak to them, tell them, you know, don't 

do that. ·:.If.· they did it, they _might have gotten a little 

. "' smack on the bot.tom with the hand, you know. 

Q Was there affection between Karen 

and the children? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q How about when she would return 

to pick th~m up when you were babysitting on Saturday? 
... -----·---··-------· ----·-----·--· --....., 

A They would run to the window, "Mommie: 
··--·------------. 

is here, mommie is here. " They wanted to go , you·. k.n°w, · 

witnmo~·:· 

-------
Q Have you, since December, have you 

been with Karen and the children at all? 

A Yes. ' 

Q How often, usually? 

A Well, maybe not every Sunday, but 

just about every Sunday. 

Q Where do you see them? 
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================== ===== 

direct - C. Hairfield 

A She would either, you know, take 
---------

· them to church, when she took them to church. Then after 

:l ch\Irch, shewouia-·coiiie ove;to the house, and sometimes 

·t she _w_o_u_l_d_c~-;·-o;er-t_o_ U1Y mother-in-law~7h_o_us_e_w ..... it:lithe 
-boyS.-______________ _ 

--··. 
Q When you say your mother-in-law --

A Mrs. Hairfield. My mother-in-law. 

Q How have the children responded 

to her on !:hese Sur.1.days that you have seen them? . 

A Just fine. The~. seem just. fine. 

The! were happy to be with her. 

Q Have you ever seen them cry like 
-~,~~~~~~~~~~~ 

--:, 
.!.1~ ·they want to get away? 

-~------_,_,_-----
A No. 

.,...,___:=> 

Q Have you ever been at your mother's 

:rJ house when -- and seen bags left by Mr. Durrette? 

A No. I have never been there when 

:·; he came by. 

Q Do you have a sister-in-law? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q What is her name? 

.. ________ _ 
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i 

-! 

,., 

(. _; ! 
\ _, 

- ~ 

- ' 

: j 

....... • .J.. • - '~·~ ' '.· ~ .'" .... 

~: .. ~ ..... : ...... · ...... - -~~_:;-;..::. -·--·--~ 
.... - . - . -

1.._· ~ - • .:~: ' .-

=====-~==========t-==================~-====== 

direct - c. Hairfield 

A Deborah Robinson. 
i:------·-t'"'" 

Q Does she have ~h~ldren? ------------
A Yes, she does. She has_one---little 

C-.---r------···-···--- .. 

girl. 
.... _____ _ 

Q To your knowledge, has that little 
.~ 

girl be.en left with Karen? 

A 

Q 

Yes. ------How often? 

A . I think that Karen started wat$i;-7 
I 

her when she was arot.tnd six weeks old, until she was around, I 

I think, five or six months old. Karen watched her for 

that -- I think she watched her for around about five months. 

Q 
I• ......_ 

Were you ever present in the house 

when Karen was taking care of that infant? 

A A couple times. 

Q On those couple of occasions, how 

did she attend to this child? 

A Really, you know, just like what 

a mother would do. Take care of it, feed it. 

Q Was the child fed? 

A Oh, yes. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 

Cc1Jrt Reporters 
C,1urfr.ouse Buildi;-ig 

fredericbburg, Virginia 22401 
C'(f:ce: .) ~ 1-525.:3 Home: 786-4180 

252. 

direct - c. Hairfield 

room·, bathroom, the kitchen, and the dining room, her bed-

room . 

Q What kind of facilities are in the 

boys:'; bedroom? 

A They have twin beds. They have 

a dresser, you know, the .. dresser, and then they have their 

pictures over their beds·, curtains, and bedspreads on the 

bed. 

.Q With regard ·to your child, has Karen 

ever· taken care of it·? 

A Yes, she has. 

Q How often? 

A She· wat.ched her when Sarah was two 

months old, I think, uneil July, till Sarah was, I guess, 

about eight months old, nine months old. Then, you know, 

she's watched her a lot of times when my husband and I have 

gone out. 

Q So, she essentially watch~d her 

fairly regularly for six months? 

A Yes, she did. 

Q When you picked up your child, how 

was your child? 
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direct - c. Hairfield 

Karen • 
. } 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Fine. She loves Karen. She loves 

Clean?· 

Yes, sir. 

Diapers properly changed? 

Yes,. sir. Karen would even have 

her fed, and sometimes she wouid even have her a bath taken 

by the time I would pick her up, because she knew I was 

in such a state by the time I got home. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That's all I have. 

THE OOURT: Mr. Rawlings, do you. 

want to cross ex~~ine? 

~s . CROSS EXAMINATIO~ 
I I 

15 I •I BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q Is your name Fairfield? 
l8 I ' 

' '., 
A Hairfield. 

10 ' 

Q You say that Mrs. Durrette took 
:::: . ~ 

;:; care of a friend's child? 
21 ' 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & .l\SSOCiATES 
Court Rcpor.ers 

Col.rrh0use Build:n~ 
::r.:iericksturg, ".'irgmia 22401 

Office: .:.71-5258 Home: i86-4780 

cross - C. Hairfield 

A My sister-in-law's child. 

Q Your sister-in-law's child? 

A Yes. 

Q Wh~n was that? 

A When Jessica was around six months 

old, until, I think, she was five or six months old. 

Q When? A, year ago, two years ago, . 

three years ago? 

A She was born in 1978, so it was 

1978. 

Q And she took care of that child 
1 

·tn::the D~ette home? 
... -~ 

A Yes, sir; when they lived on Pegram 

Lane • 

Q And.what age were her children? 

A Karen's?·· 

Q Yes. 

A I guess they were two. They were 

born in '76. So , they mus·t have been two. 

Q Two years old? 

A I guess. I think that is what they 

were. They were born in '76. 
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F"R.C.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court R.t!porters 

Cou;:d1ouse Bl.;.ildin~ 
f:-eJe;-~cksburg, \~irginia 2:4.~1 
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255. 

Q And when was it that· she took care 

of your child? 

A Beginning the end of. '78, and ·half 

of the year of '79. 

' Q That was when she and Mr. Durrette 

were living together? _. ·~ 

A Uh. huh. 

Q And she was taking care of these 

children, these extra children at her home? 

A She wasn't. watching Jessica and 

Sarah at the same time. 

Q She wasn't what? 

A 
I" 

She wasn't watching them at the 

!4 same time. 

Q Well, the two extra children, she 

11 ' wasn't watching, ~ut she was watching her own .children". 
I 

I .. 
- t A Yeah, her own. 

l~ Q At the time she would have yours, 

1 ~ and then at the time she would have the other one. 

I 

I 
' I 
j 
; \ 

I 
i . 

I 
I 
/ 

A Wait: minute ;. she had her two children, 

and then from January to, I think it. was May, May or June, 
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she, of '78, she watched _Jessica•; And then in the year. 

'78, and starting in December, she watched Sarah, my daugh-

ter. 

Q .That is your child? 

A My daughter. And then, I think, 

until June of '79·, she wa~ched Sarah. 

Q She wasn't working at that time? 

A No. 

Q .What was: the occasion for watching 

this other child and your child? 

A What was the occasion? 

Q Yes. Did :you have some reason? 

Were you ~rking? 

A Yes, working. 

Q You were working? 

Uh huh. 

Q And she took care of the child during 

the d~y while you were wo~king? 

A My child, right. 

Q The same reason that she did it 

2: for your sister-in-law? 
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·i 

A Right. 

;! Q' Did you pay her? 

'.~ I A Yes·, sir. 

Q So, sh~ was doing this work for 

~ pay? I 
I 

,..--... 
I ,- \ I 

' 
A I wouldn't let her do it fo.r free. 

j -
• i 

I 
\ ._:__; 

~ 

Q Did your sister-in-law pay her too? 
,,-.... 

('. I 
I 

' 
' l I 

I 

( \ v I 

"· ... '.._./ 

·• A Yes, she did. 
' 

l that 
,,, 

Q Now, you said you went to the, 
. , 

·' \ ' 

:·J ,! 
I Durrette home every Saturday? 

1 •• 
I 

-
I ,_;' 

I I '.l 
A For when? Before Karen went to -

·! I 
lJ work? 

' 
I 
i 

! I 
I I 
'_J 

: ~ Q Tell me when you'd go. What Satur-

--~ days? When did you go to the Durrette home on Saturday? 

-- A Before Karen started to work, I 

:iJ ! 

used to be over there every Saturday. 
1·; 

Q When she started to work, wha't did 

you do? You didn't go down there? 

A No, because she didn'' t -- had to 

go to work, and she would bring the boys for me to watch 

them. 
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Q Then did you stay a short while 

2 on· Saturday, or did· you stay all day Saturday? 
;. 

.;. 1• ,, Sometimes I would stay all day, 

-t :! you know, especially in the summertime if we wanted to lay 

5 out in the sun, or something. 

I. 

l ._, 1l 
1: 

i' 
1-,, \ 

ii 
l 5 ii 

I 

16 !i 
·: 

11 

lF 

lG I 

20 

Q Did you take your child with you? 

A Yes. Sarah was always with me • 

Q You say when you wanted to stay_ 

out in the sun. That i's why you went over there,· so_ you 

all could sunbathe together? 

A Sometimes we did it over at her 

house, sometimes over at mine. 

Q And. you are saying that she wanted 

to go shopping, or something, and that is why she wanted 

Gordon to take care of the· children? 

'A. Well, see, sometimes we would want 

to run to the shopping center and it was about time for 

their naps, or something like that. ·Besides, that would 

be a good time to go. And well, so we ended· up we would 

have to take them with us, .or· else just not·go and stay 

there with them. 
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'. __ : I , __ .. 

I I 

3 

' .. I 

' 0 

i (i 

1i 

' ' I 
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cross - C. Hairfield I 
I 
I Q Well, now, did·you go just on Satur-

' days, or did you go other days shopping and around? 
I 

A. No, ~sually on Saturday. Well, 

we would go to the grocery sbo~e on Friday nights. 

Q 

your sister lives. 

A 

Q 

of Fredericksburg? . 

I" 

' Tell' me about the trailer where 
I 

You say iyou have been'in the trailer? 
I 

Yes,; sir. 

And!how 
I 
I 
I 

far .is that from the·City 

! 

I 
I 
I 

I 
1. 

I 
! 
i 

eighteen I guess 
I 

somewhere' around about A· 

or twenty miles. 

Q 

your mother's house? 

A 

gone out and checked 

Q 

A 

house. 

Q 

A 

I 
I 

Andlit is not -- how far is it from 
I . ' 

I 
I know. I haven'·t, know, I don't you 
I 

the mileage. I don' t know. 

It ,ls a good ways, isn ''t it? 
I 

It:.'ls not as far as it is from my 
I 
I 
i 
I 

How far is it from your house? 
I 

I . , 
I said about eighteen or twenty 

I 
, miles· From my house to -!. I live over in Spotswood~ Spot-

aylvania. 

-213-

i 
I 
' I 



' \ 

,.,,---. 
I " \. i L.J 
i I.~ 
\ \..) I 
·.._/ 

~~\ I LI 
I 

L1 
\\7 \ I 

'• I 

! I 
L! 

s ' 

r q 
.:t l 

. ,, 
l•J 

13 

14 

' . 'I 

" 

FRANCES K. ~ALEY & ASSOCIATES 

Courthouse Building 
;=r::dc~icksi::-u:;.:, Virginia 22401 

C'if:c!.!: :71-525S Home: /86-4780 
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Q And it is not 'closely situated to 
I 

other homes, is it? 

A 

out· there by it. 

Q 

A 

Q 

away, aren't they? 

A 

but the.re are like 

Q 

away, aren't they? 

A 

Q 

What? I Hers? There is another house 
l . , . 

One house? 
I 

Uh hub'.. 

But 
I 

the other houses are some ways 
I 
I 

There 1are some out in front of it, 

bushes and!stuff in front of it • 
I 

Even those houses are a good ways 
I 
I 

Yes, T guess. 
I 

You don't know the exact size of 
15 :; 

11 this trailer? 
<I 
'• 
~ ' 

16 ii 
~ A I'm not sure if it is two or three 

11. j! 
11 
.! 

ii· 
18 i: 

ii 
q 

19 

20 

21 

bedroom trailer. I know it •·aJ got, two :bedrooms, but I'm 

. not sure if it has three. : I 
I 

Q Do·es ... it have a fence' around it? 

A ' No. ~ou don't really need a fence 
! 

when you are that far from t~ road • 
. , 
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I 
Q· How fa~ from the road? 

I 

I don' 1t know how many feet it is. 

·I don' t know. You know, it isi a good ways, you know, that 
I 

a child jµst can't take and run out in the road and get . i. 
hit by a car. I 

Q 
I 

Isn't ]there a road that goes down 
I 

by that trailer down to the hquse? 
I 
I 

:A A driveway. 

I 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, Mr. 
I 
I 

Rawlings.is creating an inference that the 
I 

country is a badjplace t~ live. I will have 

to state an objec~ion since I was raised in 
. . I 

the country. 
' I 

MR. JWLINGS: I live in the country. 

Q Do yo~ recall telling Mrs. Garnett 

Durrette that your sister didl't have any business driving 

a car? 

A I didjnot put it in that sense. 
I 

Q What kind of sense did you put it 
I 

in? I 
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I 

A I don '1 t think anybody ought to be 

d·ri ving a car when they are drunk either. 
I 
I 

Q What ~ense did you put it in? 

I kneJ that Karen wag upset that 
! . 

A 

Sunday, and I know that Karen
1

is not going to go out and 
! 

do anything irrational. I 
I 

Q But y~u told Mrs. Durrette you didn't! 

think she should drive when she was in that shape. 
I 

A No, I!did not. 

Q You didn't think· she should --
1 

A (interjecting) I just hoped that 

she would be more careful, buJ Karen is a good driver. 
I 

is all. 

I 

MR. RAWLINGS: All right, that 
! 

I 
! 

THE COURT: Do you want to redirect 

on that point? 

I 
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q When did this incident occur? 

A It happened the Sunday that Karen 

had gone over.to Gordon's house early that morning because. 

she wanted -- this is what Karen told me -- that she wanted 

to try to see 

MR. RAWLINGS:·. I object to what 

Karen told.~er, Judge • 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

Q You made a reference to intoxica-

tion. Was your sister intoxicated? 

A No. She doesn't drink, as far as 

I know. 

Q But this incident "that transpired 

was the same day that she had gone over to Gordon's house? 

A Uh huh. 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

I 
I 
i 

Q When you say upset, she was emotionally, 

is that emotionally upset that particular day? 

A Yes, she was. 
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direct - T. Kinchloe 

were you 

were also 

A At the commissary. 

Q Are you -- just to speed this along, 

a member of the.carpool in which Karen and Theresa 

members? 

A Yes, sir. 

THE ·COURT: You were Terry Toney? 

THE 'WITNESS: Yes, sir • 

. THE .COURT: That is wha~ the other 

lady called you. 

Q And during this year of carpooling, 

let's say prior to the time that Karen separated from her 

husband, were the children also in the car with you? 

A Occasionally. 

Q And how were -- when the children 

wer1e being dropped off, what were their actions at that 

point? 

A . When she was taking them to the 

babysitters you mean? 

Q Yes. 

A They would be upset. They didn't 

want~ • you .. -know.,- Karen to leave them. 
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\ 
direct ~ T. Kinchloe 

Q And how would she react to their 

condition? 

A She just tell. them that, you know,· 

she would be back to get them, that she had to go to work 

and they would be all right. 

·Q Was there any physical contact betw 

them?· 

··A She'd kneel down and kiss them good 

bye.· 

Q How about when she would return ·1 to pick them up? 
I 

I never went in the house with her, A 

but she'd go in and get them and I'd sit out in the car 

and wait. 

Q How did they appear when they were 

with their mother, getting into the car? 

A Happy. They'd be crawling all over 

the car. 

~ 
Q Now, specifically, were you with 

Karen at some time in January, and accompany her to her 

mother-in-law's house, reside.nee, where the children were? 
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direct - T. Kinchloe· 

A I went in with .Karen. 

Q Into. the house? 

A Uh huh. 

Q Did Karen leave with either of the 

children? 

MR. RAWLINGS: Now, Judge, I 

object. Let him ask her what did Karen do, 

and I have tried not to object because I'm 

not wanting to hold up the show. 

Q Did·Karen ever leave? 

MR. RAWLINGS: He's leading her 

every step of the way. 

Q. · Did Karen leave? 

A Leave the house? 

_Q The house. 

A Yes. Both ·Of. US did, tog~ther. 

Q Was there anybody else with you 

when you went out the front door? 

A Well, Karen took one of the chil-

dren out of the house with her. but she took it back to 
.-:::;,...___ ----

the door. 
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direct - T. Kinchloe 

Q And why? 

A Because the child was upset, and 
~---·-· .. -----··---.. -------·-·--·-----· ·~ 

crying because he didn't know what was going on at the time. 
i. ---- --···· 

ii And Karen knocked on the door, and· asked Mrs .---Durr-etEECto 
5 let her back in to give her back the child, and Mrs. Durr et 
I) l did not open the door. Sb, we sat there until Gre·g came, 

:; 
7 and· he took the child from Karen and Karen and I left. 
,j " :; :; Q Uritil who came? ,. 
9 

ii 
;! 

1; :A Greg. 
!J 

10 
Q His brother? 

., 
H .l-

" A Uh huh. 
" ~ ; 

i2 
Q You actually sat.out there until 

13 
,, 
!! 
:1 someone came that would take the child? 

1'4 
A Yes, because Mrs. Durrette wouldn't 

H5 
q 
ii 
•I 

let us in the house, or wouldn't let Karen in .the house. 
lS ii 

•I 

ii 
Q And' was -- did she tell Mrs. Dur-

l"i 
.: 
I 

•I ,, rette why she wanted her to open the door again? , ' 

18 
A. I was sitting in the car. ·Karen 

19 
was telling her to open the door, you know, she wanted to 

2{' 
give Chris or·Miebael, I don't know which one it was, back. 

:i 21 I 
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direct - T. Kinchloe 

Q Have you been with Karen at all I 

i· 
2 ·during the times that she's· had visitation with the children?! 

6 

') 

:.o 

;, 1 

.,, 
'"' 

'. !..-! 

; 

" :1 

13 ;. 

A Uh huh. 

Q Were you with them recently? 

A Yes, s:f:r. 

Q Approximately when was the last 

time.? 

A Monday. Not last Monday, but Monday 

before last .. we went to King's Dominion. 

Q And how were the children that day? 

A Happy, had a good time. 

Q Have you ever seen anything which 

you would consider· on the part of Karen to be negligent, 

or abuse, or ignoring of her children? 

A No,. sir. 

Q Do you think she is a fit and proper 

person to have these children? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And when you went to King's Dominion, 

just briefly, you don't want to go into any detail, what 

did the children do at King's Dominion? 
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direct - T. Kincliloe · 
=1 
:j 

Ii 
l 

:1 
l! 

A ·Rode the rides .with -- my sister-

' 2 in-law went, and they took their childr.en, and they played 

J ! with the other children and rode the. rides. 

4 Q Did Karen go on any of the rides 

> ', with the children? 
., 
'I 

6 !: A Uh huh. 

"j Q Most of the time? 

3 '• A The ones.that we could get on. 

9 J 

.. MR. BURNSIDE: That is ali I would 
10 :I 

have of this witness, Your Honor. 
ll 

THE COURT: Mr. Rawlings, would 
l: 

you like to cross examine? 
F ,, 

1 • 
"'t 

15 

" !! 
·I 

16 I 

:1 
CROSS EXAMINATION 

:1 
17 

., 
1! BY MR. RAWLINGS: 
.; 

:i 
18 !! 

!! 
Q Are you all still in the carpool? 

:• 
19 ii 

! A Yes, sir. 

~oJ Q Does Mrs. Durrette drive every day, 

'.2l Ii or just two days? 
,, 
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cross - T. Kinchloe 

A Then. 

Q And it was during, prior to that 

~ ;: time, actually, when you went- to the .Durrette house. 

A Uh huh. 

::: Q It was before the Judge had entered 

$ any temporary order, or do you know? 

-; A It was before then. 

.j Q Before that. And you went there 

with Karen Durrette, and you all went there with the purpose 

of getting the two children by~force . 

:t A No. Well, I didn't know that. 

18 Q Well, that, is what it turned out 

i~ to be, didn't it? 

i.! 
A Yes. 

.-. 
~ ... 

'• 

ii 
Q You wouldn't have gone if you knew 

11~ ;I .. 
'~ 

that was going to happen, would you? 

! ..... 
A Probably not. 

j,S ;I 
Q And actually, Karen went in and 

1$ got one of the children and took him out in th~· yard, isn't 
:2-;l 

that right? 

" -t 
A Took him to the car. 
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FRt..~-.JCES K. HAL::!:Y & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Buiidir,g 
FreJcricksburg, '\':rg:nta 224Cl 

Office: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - T. Kinchloe 

Q He didn't have any shoes on. 

A I --· 

Q It was snow on the ground, wasn't 

it? 

A Yes. 

Q And Mrs. Durrette said, "If you 
ii 

1 ;: bring the other chiid back, you can come in, but you can't 

B q have the second 
!, . 
If 
:I 

9 
., 
I: 
'I 
fl 

10 
.. 
1: 

11 , wasn't it? 
li 
'j 

i ~ - ~j 

:i 
13 :I 

I 
;! 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

i.:; the children? 

;! 
1: 

19 .; 
:! 
I· ,, 

20 'i 

ii 
ij 

~i 11 
![ 

:1 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

child. II Isn't that what she told you? 

I don't know. 

It was right much of a comotion, 

Kind of.· 

Did you go in with Karen to get 

Yes. 

·They were asleep, weren't they? 

Yes. 

You had to wake them up, right? 

Yes. 

And they were crying? 

Well, they weren·' t crying until 

-rafter. Karen went out with the first child. 
It 

I' 
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=-:~.C..1'-;C':::S :<.. HALEY & ASSOCiA.T::::S 
Courc Rei::ort~:' 

c.:}Lft~0use St~~t~1r.~ 

r-:c..rn~: "? 36 .. 4 i SO 

cross - T. Kinchlo.e 

Q Did they have anything on but their 

nightclothes? 

A They had on clothes. They weren't 

nightclothes. 

Q And Mrs. Durrette was not anxious 

to open the door until her son came back. came in, Greg, 

isn't that right?. 

A Uh huh •. 

Q Now, when-you were at King's Domin-

ion, did th~ children get upset and cry at one point? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q Was Mrs.. Durrette' s brother, Keith, 

with you all at the time? 

A Uh huh •. 

Q How old is he? 

A Thirteen, twelve_, thirteen. 

i 
! 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

How long were you at King's 
\ 

Q 
Dominion? : 

A From ten 0 1 clock in the morning,· 

~<• \' till about 5: 00. 

Q This was on a -- , 

A Monday. 
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FRANCES K. HAL~Y & ASSOCiATES· 
Court Repurters 

Courthouse Building 
F:-cd~ricksburg, \:irgtnia 2 240 l 

Office: 371-5255 Home: 786-4780 

cross - T. Kinchloe 

Q ·Sunday? 

A Monday. 

Q And it was you and Mrs. Durrette 

and the two children, and Keith? Anybody else? 

A ·My sister-in-law and her child'.,.'!>,: 

and my sister and her child. 

Q And you all. went in just one car? 

A No, we went in two cars. 

Q Do you know Mr. Durrette? 

A Gordon? 

Q Gordon.· 

A A little' b.it. 

Q Not very well. 

A (witness shook her head) 

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that is 

all 1 want to ask her. 

THE COURT: Redire·ct, Mr. Burnside? 

MR. BURNSIDE: I'm going to have 
' 

one question. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Could I interrupt 

and ask one more question? 
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F?~.NCES :<. HALEY ·Y. ASSOCIATES 

Court R~~orters 

Co~.tn::~ousc Building 
:.:r~!dericksburg, \,·.irgirda 224Cl 

~ ,f,cc: 3; 1-5253 Home: 786-4780 
278. 

THE COURT: Yes, you may ask one 

more question before he cross examines. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q How often have you been to Karen's 

trailer? 

A Twice. 

Q What. were the occasions? ·How-come? 

How did you happen to go? . 

A Once I went out ther,e to help her, 

took somebody with me to. change a flat tire on her car~ 

And another time, I just went out there to visit her. 

Q Was anybody .else there besides her?· 

A No. 

MR. RAWLINGS: That -is all. 

THE COURT: Cross examine. 
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FR.ANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCiATES 
Court Reporters 

Courthouse Building 
Virginia 22401 Frdericksburg, 

Office: 3'11-5258 Home: /.36-4/tlO 
,I 
I•_ 

\\·· 
•I 
!j 
•l .. 
·i 

\\ 
I! 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

2 :I 
:1 
I 
I 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q 
This occasion that we have been 

3 

talking about when Karen was t~ying to obtain her two 

Did she strike the elder Mrs. Durrette? 
.. 

6 ji ,, 
A No. 

:1 
7 :l Q. 

Did she push her· down on the floor 

'I 

il i: at all? 

·9 ;I 
·'. 

lG 

I 
I 

11 'I 

" 1! 

l::! 

i3 

H 

\\ 
:\ 

15 

18 i\ 
I 

fl 
I' 

ii ii 

A No .. 

Q 
When she· entered the house, where 

did she go? 

A 
She went downstairs to where the 

children's room is. 

' 
Q 

Was there any physical act on the 

part of Karen Durrette taken against her mother-in-law? 

A 
No. ·They had words, but, you know. 

Q 
When she had gotten the one child 

1'. 
18 . ii and you were out in the car, did anybody come :I . with her., 

running out and demand the return of that one child? 19 I\ ., 
! ~ 
j. 
;1 

20 ii No. A 

2~ ·' ,. 
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FRANCES K. :...f13.LEY & ASSOCl~.IES 
(.\Jt.:;:t R.ei:·orters 

,, 
·1. 

t.= JL~r::~ouse Building 
Fredcdci,sGurg, \.~irgini.a 224J1 

Office: 3 I; .. 525s ~-iorr!e: 786-4 ~·Bo 

i 

'i 
:1 
•i 
•I 

'.j 

;i : ., 
;1 

,. 

:, 
:1 

MR. RAWLINGS: Judge, now, that 

is cer'tainly a leading.question. "Did some-

body come running out?" •'What happened when 

she got out. and got' in the car. II I think 

he is asking exactly what he wants her· to say. 

THE COURT: Go ahead.. It probably 

is improper, Mr. Rawlings. I am going to let 

·him ask it that way, so we can go ahead and 

get an answer. 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: (continuing) 

Q Did anybody come out of the house? 

A No. 

Q Did anybody come to Karen and talk 

with her? 

A No. Well, I went out. 

Q Did. she return to the front door 

voluntarily? 

A Yes. I we+it out to the car and 

she got back out. 

Q When Greg arrived, did she go to 

his car voluntarily? 
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FR~NCES K. HALEY & ASSOC!ATES 
Cot.:rr F .. ·.:p·:Jrters 

Cvurthou~e Building 
Frcderick-sCu:-~, \':r;:nia 22··h~1 l 

Office: 371-5253 Home: 786-470C 

~- direct - R. Jones 

II 
2 a 

I 

3 

_; 

~ !! 

5 

!i 
·i 

1 :i 
I 
!! 

I 

" '• 
;• 

9 ·1 ~ ., 
·' ,J 

11 

" 12 l• 

Q Pardon me? 

A Seventeen and ten. 

Q 
j 

How long have you known the Durrettes? 

A 
I 

I guess around a year. j 
I 

Q 
I I 

Since you have known them, have I 

you ever been on vacation? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q How many days, continous days? 

A Four. 

Q And who took care of your children 

during those four days? 
-·-:------ __...- -

A Gordon and Karen. 

Q And when did this take place? 

A September. 

Q o~ 
A Yes;---< 

Q Who did you ask to take care of 

rn the children? 

i9 A Gordon and, Karen. 

Q When I say asked, I mean who did 

21 you go to, which individual? 

-233-



( 
r--, 
' ., \ 
0: 

/ 
. -! j 
~ 

\\1n. \ . I 

\ I 
l ( 
I I .__, 

J :j 
!1 

j i 

it 
·l I 

-' 

i3 

FRANCC::S K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
C0:.irt ;;.epo:-::e;.-;; 

Coun!-:ouse Buiiding 
Fr::.Jericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Cti'.c::: 371-5253 HoDe: 786-4780 
284. 

direct - R. Jones 

A Karen. 

Q You asked Karen to take care of 

'-- ------these children? 
----~-----

A Yes. 

Q Did you find that your children ---- __, 
had been adequately provided for upon your ret n? 

----··--· 
A ·----y'--.. -.---

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I have, 

Your Honor. 

THE. COURT : Mr.. Rawlings • 

i-r • CROSS EXAMINATION 

i5 :!. BY MR. RAWLINGS: 
,. 

15 :i ., 
H 
'.! 

l "7 1; 

' 18 \j 
'l house. 
" 

Q 

A 

Q 

Why did you say Gordon and Karen? 

Well, they both lived in the same 

' I 
You had no. problem leaving the children 

with Gordon, did you? 
:2 i 

A No. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Co•Jrt Reporters 

CLrnrthouse Building 
frecer:cksl--urg, Virginia 22401 

Offo:c: Ji' l-5258 Home: 786-4 780 

Four thirty an hour. 
' i 

What does that work out to be, gross?: 
! 

I don't know what the gross is because 
! 

I have insurance coming out. I clear about a hundred dollars i 
I 

a week. 
I 

Q Now, when did you .first start I working,1. 
. I . 

I 

during your marriage that is, excuse me. I 

A April of '79. I worked for Safeway 

for three weeks, and then I started back to work July 31st, 

'79, at the commissary. 

Q Now, why did you originally go to 

A Because t.here were things that I 

wanted, and things that I wanted C~ris and Michael to have, 

and I know, I mean, I ·could have bought them with Gordon's 

money, but I didn't want to hear the hassle about, "You 

30 1; :• spent this, and you spent· that," so that is why .I went to 
" ·~ ~l H 
i: work. 
Ii 
!'. 
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F9::1..'JCES K. H.C:..LEY 5: ASSOCIATES 

C:ourr Rc:pe:iters 
Cvu:-~house B:.1i:ding 

Fred~rtcKsOut.;!4 \~irrzinia :.2401 
-'.:>fice: }il-.525S He.me: i86-4i30 

direct - T? 
£"\.. L. Durrette 

.i 

Q Could you give an -- after you started 

working, was there anything in particular that you purchased 

for the children that you· could not have otherwise' .. done?___ __ 

A When I worked at Safeway, I bought 

them a swing set. I mean, I only got two checks, and wi.th .. ;o e 

check, I bought the swing set. 

Q Any other purchases you made for 

the children? 

A For their birthday, I.bougp~ theD.l 

their big wheels. 

Q When was their birthday? 

A October 2nd. 

Q This was this past October? 

A '79. 

You purchased this with the money 

Yes, sir. 

Now, I think you left December 26th·, 

or 27th? 

A 27th. 

Q 27th. Did you take the children 

with you at that time? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
C.-)Urt Repor:e~s 

Counhous:! Building 
Fredericksburg. \/ irg~nia 2 2 401 

Crfice: 3il-5258 Home: iS6-4780 

direct - K. L. Durrette 

A Yes, sir .. 
. ' 

Q Now, thereafter, were you ever, 

did Mr. Durrette ask to see the children? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q What did you do in response· to his 

.request? 

A I called my first lawyer up and 

I 
I 

! 
. ' 

; 
I 

I 
I 

i 

1 asked him, you know; what to do, and he said, at this point, I) 
! that he has just as much right to . see. them as I do. So, 1· 

I took them over there Saturday before I had to go to wor~, 

and returned. He was going to keep them for the weekend, 

and I returned on Sunday to get them Sunday at six o'clock, 

and he wouldn't let me have them. 

Q Thereafter, did you ever call Mr. 

Durrette? 

A I called him every day. 

Q You called every day for what pur-

pose? First of all, who were you calling? 

A Gordon. 

Q And for what purpose? 

A To ask if I could see Chris and 

Michael. 
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Ft=i;~.:·.JCES ;<. ~iALCY t}: A.SSCC!ATES 
Ccn.irt R~portc:-~ 

direct - K. L. Durrette 

Q And what was the response? 

A He said no. He said he couldn·' t 

trust me, that I would take them like he took them, anL<'--~ 

not return them. 

Q Did you have any conversations with 

your- attorney about that current situation?· 

A 

Q As a result of one or several con-

versations with your attorney, did you take any action? 

A Gordon took action. 

Q I don't mean Court action. I mean 

A (interjecting) Oh, yeah. I went 

over there to get them one Wednesday after work. Terry 

went ·with me. 

Q Please relate to the Judge what 

happened that day. 

A We got off from work, it'was snowing, 

it was a bad day. W~ went over there, .' and I knocked on 

the door, and she· let me in and I asked her where was Chris 

and Michael, and she said they were in bed asleep. I went 

down there and I gra?bed Chris, and.Terry was supposed to 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOC!ATES 
c::..)urt ?\.epo:-ters 

Co"rthouse Bt:ildir:g 
rrccier~c;.;st-urg, V:rg:nia 22401 

0:'.f'.ce: 3 7 :-5255 Home: i86-4 780 
297. 

direct - K. L. Durrette 

Chris, grabj have gotten Michael, but she. didn't. So, I got 

2 him, took him and put him in the car. He· was half· as.leep. 

3 He was upse_t:;, he didn't know what was happening. He:.wanted 

his brother. And so, I got out of the car, since Terry :I 

didn't get Michael, tried -to stick my key in the door to 

6 ,, ., 
,I 

put Chris back in the house, to give him to Mrs. Durrette, 

and my key wouldn't fit the. door. . I 
He had changed the locks 1 

8 

'j 
9 I! . ,! 

on the door. So, I knouked and _rung the bell to ask her 

to please: ope·n the door, and take· Chris, ~ecause it was 

~ 0 snow.ing out. ·She wouldn't open the door. So, next thing 

11 I know, Greg· drives up, and I told Greg to please take Chris 
,, 

12 ii back in the house, you know, ;i it is no sense in me taking 

13. 
1: 

and having the other because they close. ,: one not one, are so ,, 

l4 It is just like cutting an arm off of one. 

15 Q All right, now, after that, you ,. 

113 j! obtained a Court order of granting custody of the children, 

17 !i right? 
.i 

18 :i 
I 
Ii ,, 

iO i: 

A Right. 

Q During.the' time that you.had the 

children, did you have any conversations with Mr. Durrette 

21 at all? 
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;=R.4~·!CC:3 K. HALEY & ASSOCIJ.\TE:S 
Court Repor!er.5 

C,.)urthot.!5e Bci1Jir.g 

dire.ct - IC L .. Durrette 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

asked him? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes.· 

Did you ever request any mo:ney? 

Yes. 

Did he ever give you any money? 

No, sir. 

How many times do you think you 

Every day. 

Now, did he ever provide anything? 

·He brought them some food. 

On how many occasions? 

Three. 

On those three occasions -- and 

how long had you had custody of th.e children? 

A For two months. 

Q N~w, on those three occasions, would 

you describe what kind of food this was? 

A Pop, potato chips, corn cheezes, 

I 
I 
! 

. I 

I. 
I 

cookies. He'' d .~bring them some frozen chicken, some hamburger,, 

candy. 
I 

They had a bunch of suckers teft over from Halloween, 1 

and he brought those. Bubblegum. 
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F'RANCES K. HA.LEY & ASSOCIATES 
C:Ju!'t Reporter~ 

Courthouse Building 
!=redericksburg, Virg:nia 2 2 40 l 

C:fi:ce: 3I1-5258 Herne: 786-4 780 

diract - K. L. Durrette 

Q Was. there a sufficient amount of 
' 
I ,. 

groceries, each time he l~ft them, to proviqe for the childre: s 
I 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner? 

A No. 

·q Did he ever giv~ you enough, in 

one buying, to provide for breakfast, lunch, .and ~inner 

for, say, 'two or three days? 

A No. 

Q ·.Why couldn't that. be worked out? 

A He never asked what they needed, . 

you know. I didn't need any food. My mamma had plenty 

of food. 

Q Did he ever buy any clothes? 

A He bought them a new winter coat. 

Q Now, with regard to the winter coa , 

how was that, those coats for the children used? 

A They were to wear them, they would 

wear their old coats when he would c~me and pick them up. 

When he would return them,_ he'na~ the new coat .on, but whe 

he come.back to get them the next weekend, they had to 

the new coats. I was not allowed to keep the new coats. 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

He had the other good coat. All they had was thei~ 
did he.ter 

coats, which were about two years old. 

Q Now, oth~r than that, 

leave any clothes for the children? 

A No. 

Q Did he ever buy any new clot es 

that he left with you? 

A No • 
.J 

No~, wh~n you left in Decem~e~, 

! 

I 
where did you go to live at that point in time? 

At my mother's • 

Q Ari.d .you lived there until wtkn? 
i 

April. 

Q Why did you have to live 

Why d·id you choose that particular location?. 

A Because she offered to 

I didn't have anywhere else to go. I wasn't making 

money to support myself and Chris and Michael • 
. 

Q Now, during the course 

essentially, how long did you remain at home as a, 

.: one --.hundred percent housewife? 
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1 
,. 
" 
\\ 

" 

A Up-until July, last year. 

Q 
Now, during that time, who cared 

!j 

3 :1 for the children on a daily. basis? 

A I did. 
·1 
;, 

~ Q. In· the mornings, what time would· 

.. 
II 

r: ;! ,, Mr·. Durrette leave· for work? 

;\ When l was home, he would leave 
~ ;! 

;1 
; 

s 

\\ 
-) 

·6:30. 

Q Were the children up at that '.t11ile'7 

10 A Sometimes. 

.u 1j 
I; 

Q 
On the vast majority of cases, what 

I 
I .. 

11 
,, 
: 

time did they normally get up? 

iZ A. Then or now? 

H Q Pardon me?. 

t5 A Then or now? 

,: 
is lj 

·' 
Q Then. 

'i 

]-;" A About 7z00, 7:30. 

18 Q 
Who provided breakfast for them, 

l'.I dressed:chem., and so forth? 

20 A I did. 

n 1 

ii Q Now, during the course of your 
.. 
.. 
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1 marriage -- let's instead deal with, did you have to work 

on Saturdays during 1979? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Pardon me'l i 

\ A Yes, sir. 

Q Was it each Saturday? 

-. from July through December? 

A Yes, sir. 
' On those Saturda1s, who cared Q 

the children? 

A My sister. 

·q Why wouldn't Mr. Durrette take c 

l i l ,J of them? 
~ 

li. 

J.5 

,. 
lo !i 

" 

1C ~· 

--.1 
.:;., ... 

A He had better things to do, he sai 

Q What were. these better things that 

he ref erred to? 

A Cut the grass, work on his truck. 

Q 

ever take care of the children? 

A Once. 

Q Just once? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
C0urt P. .. eporters 

c~n:nhouse Build::1g 
Frederlcksb.·urg, Virginia 2 240 l 

Office: 371-5253 Home: 786-4780 

direct - K. L. Durrett.e 

A · (witness nodded her head) 

303 • 

Q Now, generally speaking, through-

·out your marriage, how did he react to the children? Ob~ 

viously, he rarely saw them in the morning. So, in the 

evenings, what would happen.when he· would return home? 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
' 

5 A He would come on in, into the house,: 
I 

' 
come on. up, get a beer out of t~e refrigerator. Chris and 

Michae·l want to hug and pull. on him. wanted him. to pick 

9 .: him up, and he said, "Get away from me. .I Q.on' t even know 

io why I come home sometimes•" 

11 Q Was this a regular thing, these 

1~ type of reactions? 

i3 A Yes. 
I 
I 

'I 

H :! Q Did he ever take the children out 
" 

.t3 ;! anywher·e by himself? · 

.if.3 ii A Never. Now, he might take them 

if I was off on a Saturday, you know, I would have them 

the rest of the day, he would take them to the dump. That 

is it. 

:o Q Normally. bow would he spend his 

evenings? I mean 

, ..... 
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Re would get home late. 

Generally, what time did he ge 

He would get home like 7:00, o 

What time do the children go to 

9:00, 9:30. 

And what would he do from the 

he came home, until they went to bed? 

A Sit down and drink about 

read·;:. the~;p·~per. Now, he wouldn • t· read the paper. Eat, 

read the paper, take a bath, go to bed • 

Q 
Did he ever do anything with the 

children? 

A No. 

Q 
Now, when you were living there, 

did the children have any friends that they played with? 

A Yes, sir. 

' t ~ Who were those children? 
Q 

i 
era,\ 

' 

A 
Sandra's children. Jason ~nd Lisa / 

A , I 
Ogle. 
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•I ii -----
·1 

Q How did they get along together? 

' 

'---7' ') ! 

I 

I 
2 .A Fine. ~hey go up there practically 

.; 
' ., every day, or we were down at Sandra's house every day . 
" 

Q ·Other than that, are there 

ry •. children in that neighborhood that are of your sona.'. age? 

s I 
I 

-: I 

.9 

10 

11 

1::: 

13 

15 

16 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

not take care of them, why, in fact, did you go ahead and 

s take care of them? 

A Because I had already told Mrs. 

Jones I would, and I wasn't going back on my word. 

Q Now, during the time that you hav:--1 

been a mother, have you cared £or· other people's children? :/ 

A Yes, I have •. 

Q Whose? 

9 ·.1 
.· '.l A Deborah Robinson's, my. sister's,· 

10 Sandy·!: s • 

il 

15 

13 

That is Sandy Ogle?.: 

A Yes. 

Q Any other· children? 

A Mrs. Jones'. 

Q Now, Mrs. Mentor -- during your 

marriage, what was your contact with Mrs. Mentor? 

I might, you know, we might see 

her on special occasions, ThankSgiving, Christmas, when 

,. A 

·the family got together. That ~is ·all. 

I 
I 
I 

Q Now, from the testimony, apparently 

your mother-in-law takes care of these children from 3:30 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

307. 

I. 

until Mr. Durrette returns home. Do you have any objection 

to that? 

A 

Q 

A 

to take care of them. 

A 

Yes. 

'. 
I, ,. 
I 

I 
I 

Why? I. 

I do~', tf ·:think 
I i · .. : . 
i / 

I 
i . r. . . 

Why? 
I. ·' . 

I . feel !she: is 
I •. , 
I 

she is fit enough 

turning them agai st 
• •• I • · •.• : • 

i. 

I 

I 

I 
' ' 

I 
I 
' 

me. That· is· the way I feel..· She·~·s. too . l .. ·.· 
little bpys.do. 

old detective •. 

won't. let them do what 

I 
She I 

' . 

·Q· Is t1;ler,
1
e .any other reason why 

are concerned about their welfari!,· :with them, your mot 

in-law? 

A 

Q· 

A 

Q. 

.... ~ . 
j ... 

She' a· .had two mental breakdo 
• 

Was shei institutionalized? 
i . 

i
i. 

Yes, s r· •.. 
I 
I 

On how many· .. occasions? 
I -

. I 

A 

Q 

tution on each occasion? 

A 
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The first time, I don't 
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direct - K. L •. Durrette 

The second time was she·went into the hospital a couple 

days after Chris and Michael were born. -·· 

Q And how long was she in? 

A About six weeks. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I didn't hear her. 

THE WITNESS: Six weeks. 
j. 
I 

Q Now, Karen when you have visitation I 
e "· With your sons, would you ·relate. to the Court, in a gen-

[!) eral way, what you do with your sons. 

Mornings .. I pi.ck them up at 9: 30, 

1 ~ we.go to Sunday School. We might not go to Spotswood, but 

I have been going to another church. We go on picnics, 

we went out to a farm. 

.. 
'i 

Q When you take them to Sunday School, 

what do you do, personally? 

A I go to my Sunday School class, 

is and I leave them in the nursery. 

19· Q Do you.attend worship service? 

.::o A No, sir. 

-· Q Now, what do you do after? 
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309. 

A We go home and eat. Either we go 

to my sister's, or we go over to· Mrs. Hairfield's. She 
'I 

:3 ii has us over to eat, or I. will take them home. We go to 

.; the grocery sto.re,. and. buy food, and I take them home and 

5 i 

1; 
i 

6 l' 

!i ,; 

j i! 

8 
" :: 
1· 
1! 

9 'I ,, 
I· ,, 
I 

10 'i 
1i 

ii 
!f ,, 
:l 

l~ !I 
" ;\ 

;.,j il 

14 

i5 " 

!I 
'!6 !i 

:1 
i! 
'I 

17 
,, 

" " l 
18 I: 

:! 

lS ii ., 
,, 

20 
i! ., 
" :j 

) . '.i 
~1 'I 

! ~ 
:! 
" !L ,, ,. 
:! 

" 

feed them. 

Q Now, when you say Mrs. Hair£ eld, 

just so the Court will kn~ who is Mrs. Hairfi·eld? 

A My sistei:'s mother-in-law. 

Q Now, .. what do you do personally wit 

the children? 

A I play with them and s·tuf f. 

Q That's right. 

A We get our paper and our 

and they have got coloring bo.oks. We go over to Charlie 

and Tanya's, and they ride the swings on the patio. They 

come in and they help me coo~, help me clean up. 

Q Now, have you ever done anything 

special with them? 

A We went on a picnic at a farm, 

went to King_' s Dominion. 

Q ;How, have the child;:en reacted to 

··you d\iring these periods? 
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direct K. L. Durrette 

A Fine • They say, . ''Mommie I 

you." I say, "I love you, too." 

Q Have you exercised visitation on::· 

every occasion when you were entitled to see your sons? 

A Yes • . sir. 

Q Now, during also during these 

times of visit.?tion, had you ever left them in the care 

of somebody else? 

A No. 

Q Have you ever left them in the care 

of your mother? 

A No. 

Q Have you ever left them at night-

time? 

.A Once. 

Q When was that? 

A When I went out to the trailer to 

clean it up. 

Q And they were then with your mother? 

A Right. 

Q Now. asking you about a few specific 
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Court Re::'orters 
Courrhouse Building 

Fredericksburg, V!rginia 22401 
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· !l direct - K. L. Durrette ,, 

311. 

II 
ii 

1 jJ occasions that were eluded to during Mr. Durrette' s testi-
1! 
:I 

2 i! m.ony, ~d his witnesses, there was references made to locking: 

3 '.I the children in the bedroom. Did that ever happen? 

·I 
v .1 

'I :,i. 
0 I! 

\\. 

L 

'l 
'j 

:1 8 !1 

:i 
3 :i 

10 

11 
;i 
" 12 :i 

',\ 

.\ ,, 

1'! 

15 

"" 
H 

iv ii 
•I 

li 

,, 
q 

!i 
ii 
I ., 

18 i! 
i~ 

i 

::o 

"1 .;., 

A 

Q 

A 

shut the door. · 

Q· 

A · .. · 

·Q 

Q 

and lock the door? 

A-

Q 

Yes. 

How many times did it happen? 

Not very often. Mainly, I. just 

Did· Mr~.· Durrette object to this 1 
. i 

To locking the door? 

,'Right. 

No. 

Did he ev~r·put the children in 

Yes. 

Now, when you have returned the . 

i 

I· 
I 

I 
!· . 
I 

children, I believe:you returned them on a Tuesday morning? 

A Right. 

Q Had they been fed prior to you return~ 

ing them? 

A Yes. 

Q On each occasion? 
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Court Reporters 

Courthouse Buiidir.g 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

A Yes. 

Mr. Durrette referred to an occasion 

that occurred on April 20th, and 1 believe his mother has 

made some reference to it, about you .appearing at his door. 

Describe yourself on that occasion. 

A You mean when I brought Chris and 

Michael back? 

Q This is April. 20th. He said when 

you came to his house 

Oh, yeah. I was upset about not 

having Chris and Michael. ! did show up about five o'clock 
d 
! 

1'2 in the morning. I couldn't sleep •. I wanted Chris and Michael. 
I '! 

" " ,.., ·I 
'· ·"' :1 
j: 

Q Did you tell him you wan~ed Chris 

'! 
1' ··"' and Michael?· 

15 A Yes, 1 did. 

10 Q Was that what· .was percipitating 

17 you being upset that time? 

,., 
.; :t A Yes, it· was. 

i.6 '! 
!· 
:: Q Did you, in fact, stay there for 

:o a while? 
'i 

1: 
- . i A About ten minutes. 
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Q Were you upset .during the rest of 

tl'le day? 

A I cal.riled down after I got Chris 

-1: 'I and Michael. 
! 

Q You saw them later that day? 

A I got them at 9:30 that morning. 

7 There was. an occasion referred to 

I 
i. 
! 

I 

<) l 

on May 4th, by Mr. Durrette, in. r_eference to three phone! I 
call:i made that mol:ning. What pe~dpitated ·the phone calls? ·I 

A I didn "t want to go. 

•Q Pardon me? 

l2 A I didn~:e· want: to talk to him. 

1:; Q. No, no. · You called him on three 

H occasions in the morning of May 4th •. 

JS A I don't remember. 

16 Q He test.ified that you called on 
ii 

i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

11 l\ three occasions that morning. First time you eluded to . i 
:: ! 

lS ': a terrific headache. 

2: 

A Oh, yeah• ' It was on a Sunday. I 

had had a sinus headache. I get like this every year. I 

took a couple pills, and went back to bed, and I called 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

; 

j 
him that I would end up taking them to ·church~ that he didn't! 

have to. 

Q ·Did you uitimately get the children 

that day? 

A Yes. 9: 30. · 

Q. Do you take .. medication for this 

asthma? 

A Yes, sinus·. 

Q ·Or s.inus·, excuse me. And· after.·. 

. 
taking it, did you feel better? 

A I did •. 

Q Now, yotir .fat.her-in-law referred 

to an incident;: a~. Christmas about seventy-three hundred 

dollars. · Do you recall that incident? 

A No • 

Q Do· you recall any conversat.ion per-

t"aining to the money that was owed to him? 

A Something was said. Gordon had 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
1 · 

I 

I 
I 

said something about we should pay dad some: more money because i 
we hadn't paid him for several months. 

Q Well, who did GOrdon feel was re~·-

~ponaible to pay his father this money? 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

A Me. I paid all the pills. 

Q Had you, in fact, paid your father-

in-law on various occasions? 

A I paid him every time. 

Q So, there was some discussion that 

occurred? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ever make.a statement ~hat 

you would, you know,. if he'd forget the debt, ·they. could 
' 

have the children, type thing? 

A. No. 

Q Do you drink at all? 

A No, I don't. 

Q The husband made a reference to 

the four letter word he claimed you used on May 11th. Do 

you, let's say, as a course of your conduct, use profanity 

on any basis whatsoever? 

A Once in a while something will slip 

out, but no, not regularly. No. 

Q Has your husband ever used profan-

ity? 
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.I 
,j 

direct - K. L. Durrette 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

·Has he used profanity in front of 
•1 

8 the children? 

r---. 
~. \ 

I iJ j : ,.../ 
' ' . : 
'...J 

:I 
ii 

9 .;; 
·I .. 
!i 

JI 12 
' ' 

i 
I 

I 

!i 
:.J !l 

' 
17 

lS 

iG 

20 

21 

A Yes. 

Q Now, Karen, would you continue in 

your present job? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is there any danger of you being_ 

laid off from this job? 

A No, sir. 

Q And you have been in this position 

how long? 

A Almost a year. 

Q Will you-. remain at the location. 

where you are now? 

A Yes. 

Q That is with the trailer and so 

forth. 

A Right. 

Q. And will Wanda Midgette care for 

the children dur_ing the time that you are working? 
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direct - K. L. Durrette 

A Yes. 

Q ,As a matter of routine; do you visit. 

members of your family on a fairly regular ba~is? 

A Yes. 

Q · And will the· children be exposed 

to their l!randpa;:ents ~ UI1cles, . so forth? 

A Yes. 

Q Would th~y be exposed to children 
·, 

of their own age? 

A Yes. 

.Q By what means? 

A Their b.abysitter. 

Q And how about you, personally? 

A Yes. I would take them. 

Q Would you t~e up your friendship 

again with Sandra Ogle? 

A .Yes. 

MR. BURNSIDE: Your Honor, I 

believe that is all I have, but as you stated 

before, lawyers sometimes --

THE COURT: Check your list • 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court P.,.~;crte!·s 

C.':':.:rthc.use Buddir.g 
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CfL.:~: Yi i -52 53 Hom.:: 786-4 i80 

direct - K. L. Durrette 

J i ~-:. 
MR. BURNSIDE: Just one other 

item, Your Honor. 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: (continuing) 

Q There has been some reference made 

to the children about playing with each other. Has this 

ever occUrred when they are with.you. during visitation? 

A No. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is all I 

have, Your Honor • 

l 
I 
! 

I 
' . I 

I 
! 
I 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Rawlings. ; 

CROSS EXAMINATION . 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q Mrs. Durrette, you testified abOut 

you were upset and wanted the children, that was why you 

went to your husband's home. 

A Yes. 

Q.~ ·And it is a.fact, isn't it, that 

when you were married, before you went to wo~k, that Mr. 

Durrette turned his paycheck over to you every week. 
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1! · cross - K. L. Durrette 

A· True. 

2 Q And that was about .three hundred 

3 and sixty dollars, wasn't it, net? 
.: 
:· 

A True. 

- 1 Q And· you spent·· that all but twenty 

'1~ 
.: 

dollars·, s \! which was what· you gave him·, is that correct? 
; ('u I 

•I h .. ' 
\ U' 7 A You want to know what I !lJpent it I 

. \::!_) I 
I 
I 
I 

~ on? I 0, \ 
3 I 

; ! I i 
, \ l i I 9 Q What? I 

( i I I 
\ ._; I 

'····· 
.___,. 

I 

·j 

I'\ ~\) A. Do· you want to know what I spent 
I fl i 
! '...;' : 
I _ _./ 
I l il it on? 

l ·__, 

.-\./ 12 Q Maybe, but you spent all but twenty 
i ..; .' , 

1 
i 13 dollars I of it, which you gave-to him. 

14 A Wrong. 

i i:r ;; Q For spending money. 
!I 

16 i! A Wrong. ;! 
If 

:7 Q Wrong? Well, then, what did hap-

13 I· pen? '.• 

i:~ 
i; 
I A It went in the checking account 

~o for bills. 

.. :! 1 Q Well, you did all the bill paying, 

didn't you? 
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cross - K. L. Durrette 

A I did. 

Q And you are telling. the Court that 

the three hundred and_ sixty dollars was not enough money, 

so you had to go to work?. 

A Yeah .• It should have been plenty 

enough money, . but ~Gordon. wc)uldn • t let me go out and buy_ 

things that, e.•pecially that I wanted,· that Chris and Michael 

wanted • 

Q You had free access to the checking 

account, didn ''t you? 

A Yeah, but I didn't want t·O hear 

the hassle and the fuss because i spent ten dollars on this, 

or ten dollars on that. 

Q You bought this swing set. Did 

:5 .: you buy that with the money from the checking account? 

l '5 I A No. I bought it with my money that 

: i I made at Safeway. 

iS Q You what? 

A I bought it ·with my check that I 

_!'.j got from Safeway. 

.,, 
Q _, Now, really and truly, the reason 

-----·---
-263-



-----( \ 

I rt \ 
I . L-' . r 
! 'n 
1 r' I ' ,._,.. I 
'._/ 

_,,,,,-.-...., 
I , .... \ 
i (I \ 
· I I ! 
• 1.1 l 

( I 'J.J 
' \J 

r-\ 
l :~1) 
l '-' Ir I . 
! ! . 

~rt 

\ \./ i 
I I 

; I 
. I 

LJ 

FR:>NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Rer;orters 

Courthct.!se Building 
Frederickshurg, \'irgima 22401 
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H cr·oss - · i<. L. Durrette 
!I 

321. 

you went to work was you Just didn't want to stay around 

· .. 2 home, you were tired of looking after the children. 

J 

6 

.J 

i 

8 :j 

9 

l0 
' 

li 

u 

13 :; 
·, 
:; 

1~ 

13 

20 

A Wrong. 

Q That is true, isn't it? 

A No,· it is not true. 

Q Did· you te_ll Mrs • Durrette that? 

A No, I did.not. 

Q Didn't. you· leave your children with 

Mrs. Garnett Durrette_mariy times for her to~take care of? 

A Yes, because Gordon wanted me to 

leave them with her when I worked •. 

"Q 

A 

Q 

But you ·d~d· leave them with her. · 

So what? I'm just saying --

So what?~- "You :were . the one that 

was just making a big to-do about her having been in an 

institution. 

THE COURT: Don't argue with the 

witness, Mr. Rawlings. . Argue with me later. 
I. 

Ask her questions she can answer yes or no. 
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cross - K. L. Durrette 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q You say she was institutionalized. 

When was that? 

A I know when Gordon was small she 

was, and then.about a couple days after Chris and Michael 

were born; she went in the last tiµie. 

Q. When Gordon was small. You know· 

that only ~rom hearsay, don't you? · 

A That.•·s right~· 

Q And a couple days, you say, after 

your cbildlien were born? 

A Right. 

She went to Mary Washington Hos-

pital? 

A But she was unstable before· she 

went in, about three months before. 

Q Did you -- you didn't find this 

so· much a problem to prevent you from having her to take 

care of them, did you? 

A I just· said.I didn't want to hear 
<""l1 I' 

the hassle, the fuss about I left them with somebody else 
1

! if I did not leave them with his mother. 
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cross - K. L.· Durrette 

i .Q How many times .did you leave them 

2 with hiE; mother? 

3 

j 

' :i •· 
" 

' 
0 

' 
., 

. ;; ,, 
~:) 

.i1 

i2 ; 

" 
;' 

13 ' 

1~ ' 

1 -
-~ 

H3 

. -
'. 

10 

l!J 

2J 

~. 

~.I. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I don 1 t know. 

A lot of times, didn't you? 

Let's see. Wait a minute. 

Wasn't it !ight many times? 

Four months. 
/ ' 

·MR.. BURNSIDE: She heard the ques-

tion, let her get ready to answer. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I can't. hear her 

answer. 

A Four months . 

Q For four months. When was this? 

A From July until I left in December. 

Q That was•·:last year? 

A RigQt. 

Q After you had gone to work? 

A Right. 

Q The trailer where you are living, 

do you own it, or are you renting it? 
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FRft.NCSS I<. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court F,cror::ers 

c:ourthouse Duildi~g 
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(';·f.c~: 3/1-5258 Home: /86-478J 

cross - K. L. Durrette 

A Renting 

Q Who are 

it. 

you renting it 

A I pay Charlie Cannon. 

from? 

He pays 

man that owns it. A Mr •. Blankenship, or something. 

Q .And you testifie~ in response 

a question. by your attorney,. that· the night that your·: 

the 

to 

mother had the children over there, she was taking.care 

of the children while you were cleaning the trailer? 

A Yes, sir~ 

Q Well, why did you. have to be cleaning! 

.the trailer the v:ery night that the children were there,.:::.·.· .. 

when they were only there two nights a week? 

A Because I wanted to move in. 

Q You couldn't have cleaned it some 

i3 other night when they were not there? 

16 A It took me three days to clean the 

ii trailer. It was so dirty. 
I 

i 
iS Q How far-is it from where your trailer! 

19 is to where Mrs. Midgette lives? 

20 A About ten miles. 

Q Ten miles? 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Cm.Irr ReForrers 

Court!-louse Buildin~ · 
Fredericksburg. \-'irginia 22401 

Office: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross K. L. Durrette 

325. 

A Twelve miles; so~ething like that. 

=-

I 
I 

Q .Arid you would have to take the I children 

there in the morning and pick them up at night. 

A Right. My sister wou~d.watch them 

on Tuesday and Thursday night when she gets off at 5:00. 

Q Will she watch them at her houce? 

A Uh huh. 

Q If you are not working, or at.night 

if you. want to go· out, who would look after the children? 

A I have no plans of going out, so 

I don't know. 

Q You don't have any plans to go out 

at all? You only have a babysitter lined up for when you 

are working? 

A I.don't have time, you know -- I 

I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 

·I 

i~ 11 would be there with Chris and Michael when I get home from 

li work.· I don't feel like going out. .. 
:i 

18 Q How about on your days off? 

12 A Stay at home. ! 
: 

! 
2) Q You had complained because Mr. Durret~e 

2! didn' t· give you any money during the five weeks that you 
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. . FRANCES K. H?.LEY & ASSOCIATES 
Co•Jrt Reporter.o 

Cour~house BuilGing 
f redericksburg, Virgir:i2 2 2 4J1 

o:·fi(e: 371,..5:::,s Ho,ne: 7'36---t/80 
326. 

~ 1 cross· - K. L. Durrette : !: 
! ;1 

i. 
:!, had the children after you went before Judge Cox on a tem-

" .. por ary order. You didn.' t ask the Judge to direct him to 

3 :i giv;e you any money, did you? 
·, 

A At that time, I didn't think about. 

3 it. 

,3 ., Q ·It never came up 7 
I 

l 
I A You know, Gordon is the father. 

il If he wanted to see them have things, he could have gave 

~ me the money. .I didn't really .have to ask. I shouldn't 

:u have. to ask. 

ii ' Q When you were before the Judge, 

1:.: and he gi'lve you temporary custody pending the final hearing, 

you didn't ask for money. 

1-±' A ·Yes, I did. 

1.3 Q And you, as a matter of fact, told 
!j ., 

F; your husband that you didn't want the groceries. 

A I didn't want the junk food. 

Q And you had taken all the children's 

E! clothes when you left, didn't you? 

A That ' s true. 

Q And as a matter of fact, when time 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Courr Reporcers 

Courrhousc B~tilding 
Fredericksburg, \lirgin1a 224~1 

OtLcc: 37i-5253 Hom<:: i86-~780 . 

cross - K .. L. Purrette 

came to turn them back over.under the·Court's order to .your 

husband, you didn't give him back the clothes, did you? 

A i did. 

Q It took some time, several weeks 

or more. before he could get them • 

A No, it didµ't. 

Q Isn't that true? 

A . No, it is not. 
. . . 

Q What children are there going to 

be in the neighborhood of your trailer for the children 

to play with? 

I 

: 
i 
I 
i 

I 
I 

.1 
' 

' I 
I 

A I have only been there· seYer al months: 

I haven't met any of the neighbors besides Charlie and Tanya.· 

Q AS a .. matter of fact, there are no 

small children very close to your trailer. 

A I wouldn' t . know. They are going· 

to be there will be at the babysitters play~ng with her 

kids. 

Q And you did discontinue going to 

Sunday School at the Spotswood Church, didn't you? 

A I started going to First Christian. 
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cross· - K. L. ·Durrette 

Q And for the last four or five weeks, 

you have been going to the.Christian Church? 

A I went last Sunday to Spotswood. 

Q .But the four weeks before· that, 

you were going. to the Christian Church. 

A Right. 

Q So, if Mrs. Dawson couldn't have 

seen you at church. 

A It was only for three weeks, it 

wasn't four or five weeks. It was three weeks. 

Q And you were not anxious to help 

get. the children into Bible School, were you? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Didn't they call on you to get them 

there in time, and you wouldn't cooperate? 

A I did. 

Q Wasn't Monday the first day of the 

Bible School,· and that is when you went to King's Dominion? 

A Yeah. ·We had plans to go to King's 

Dominion. I wanted to do something with them. 

Q Do you recall having told one of 

i 
I 
I 

i 
I 

I 

I 
I 
1 • 

! 
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Courr Reporrers 
Coud1ouse Building 

Frede~icksburg, \iirgmia 224C i 
c:Hcc: 371-jE5 Home: 786-4i.80 

cross - K. L. ·Durrette 

your babysitters that you prefer.her not giving the children 

naps? 

A No, sir. 

Q And you s'aid that you had fed the 

children before you took them. back ~o their father.· What 

did you feed them? Wh~t :kind of food? What does breakfast 

consist- .of? 

A Bacon, ham, ·they don't like eggs, 

'op Tarts, cereal, oatmeaL .. · 

Did you ever just give them Pop 

Tarts? 

A Once in a while. They haven't had . 

them since I have been out at the-trailer. 

Q And didn't you tell Mr.· Durrette 

that before you got your ~elephone, you had gone out to 

the nearby house and left· the children in the ·trailer by 

themselves while you went to use the te'1ephone·? · 

A r·don't remember. 

Q .You ·don' t 'deny that? 

A I do-n' t deny -:it-;. I'm not going 

to tell you I did. 
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FR l\NCES K. HALEY & .A.SSOCIATES 
Court Repor:er:: 

I 
Cour~house Buildi;1g 

Fred~ricksburg, 

Cifite: 3 7 i-5253 
~v·irgi~ia 22401 

Home: 786-4180 

cross - K. L. Durrett.e 

330~. 

Q ·And -when you were saying you made 

all the payments to Mr. Lewis Durrette, you were making 
I 

the payments with Gordon's money, weren't you? 

A 

Q 

That's right. It was Gordon's money. 
1 

At Christmas time last year, did 

you take the children to . any Christmas parties; or to see 

Santa Clause, ~r anything like that? 

A Not as I can remember. 

Q Didn't Mr. and Mrs. Durrette, Sr., 

have to take them to see Santa Clause and to a Christmas 

party? 

A I don't remember. 

Q That was before you left home, wasn't: 

it? 

. A Yeah. But I don't remember . 

Q You don't remember. But you don't 

remember taking them. Don't you recall talking to your 

husband on June the 23rd, and telling him that you didn't 

go around with Terry Kinchloe anymore because .she was common? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Did you talk about her to him? 
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F~;:..NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 

Court Reporters 
Courthouse Building 

Frede:·icksburg, Virginia 2240i 
Office: 37i-5258 Home: 786-4780 

cross - K. L. Durrette 

A No. 

Q Yo~- didn't say· a word to him? 

A I defended her, 

MR. RAWLINGS: Just one second, 

Your Honor. I believe that is all, Judge. 

THE COURT: Any redirect, Mr. 

Burnside? 

MR~ BURNSIDE: Your Honor, I realize· 

it·was not inquired·to, it was purely an over-

sight on my part, but a list of her expenses. 

THE COURT: That is something new. . i 
Mr. Rawlings will have a chance to cross examine~ 

i 
! 

REDIRECT EXA!'1INAT ION 

BY MR. BURNSIDE: 

Q Karen, at my request, did you orig-

inally prepare a statement of your income and expenses, 

and prbvide that to me? 

A Yes. 
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FR.t-NCES K. HA.LEY 8: ASSOCIATES 
Court Repor:crs 

Courd:ouse Buiiding 
F redericksbu ~g. Vlrginia 2 2 4J l 

Oft1.:e: 371-5258 Home: 786-4780 
332. 

redirect:,- K. L·. Durrette 

Q; And does that reflect, .. does that. 

document reflect your income and expenses? 

A Yes. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Judge, we are 

here on a question of .cus~ody for the chil-

dren, and I think the only issue is it either 

cost Mr. Durrette or Mrs. Durrette to take 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I. 

care of ·the children. There is no issue before I 
the Court with.respect to any support for l 

Mrs. Durrette. That has never been -- was 

not. considered in the hearing in the Juvenile 

Court, and it was only a question of the cus-

tody of the children. 

MR. BURNSIDE: That is making no 

.claim for support. She is only claiming for 

the support of the children. 

THE COURT: We have been talking 

about it all day long •. 

MR. RAWLINGS: r·understand that. 

Well, I will ask her a question about that, 

then. 
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FRANCES K. HALEY & A.SSOCIATES 
Ccun Reporters 

Courthouse Bullding 
· Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Office: 371-5253 :iome: 786-4180 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR •. RAWLINGS : . 

' ' 

333. 

Q Mrs. Durrette, 'are these figures 

that you have put down here~ figures for caring:. for the 

children? 

A.: ·Yes,. sir. 

Q Have you included any fi~es in 

here that Would include . ~~~-that• would cover your expenses? 
I . 

A . ·No'. 

Q How much rent do you pay?' 

A Hundred and sixty •. 

. Q Well, ·you have a hundred and sixty 

dollars down here.. That is for your rent and their rent, 
1.'1 a 

i; and rent for the whole trailer, is that correct? 
15 

16 

i'i" 

18 

JS 

20 

2i 

:i 
ii 
!! 

A Divide it by three. 

Q I can't hear you. 

A Divide it by three. Thre,e into 

a hundr'ed and sixty dollars. Take two parts of it. 

Q Well, the way I read this --

MR. BURNSIDE: I don't think she 
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understands. All your expenses here are for 

groceries. and everything concern also feeding 

you, that type thing. That is what he wants 

to know. 

THE COURT:. I think that is clear 

on the face. of i.t~, Mr. Rawlings. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I just wanted to 

know if. she was list·ing what it cost for the 

.children, or for· all tllree. of them. 
'\ 

MR. BURNSIDE: I stipulate that 

that includes her expenses for the children 

as well as for herself. To this day, I don't 

know how anybody. can break down expenses just 

. for children. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Just give me a 

second to look at thi~ Judge. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q The babysitting figure, how much 

:2!1 do you pay for babysitting1 

A Thirty-five, forty dollars a week. 

-277-

l 

I 
. I 

I 
I 
I . I 



( 

FRANCES K. HALEY & ASSOC!ATES 
Court Repone:·s 

Courthouse Budding 
Fredericksburg, 

Office: 3 71-5258 
\:"i~ginia 224li} 

Home: 706-4 780 

=====~=====================3-=3_5. ___ : __ 

(~\ 
I ! i \ 

\lJJ 
"--../' 

,~,, 

. r) \ 

; u J 
I r./ 
:.J 
'(""'1.1( 

\ "I : 
\ I 
I I 
i f 
I I 
._..J 

recross - K. L. Durrette 

·I 
l 1· ,1 Thirty-five or forty dollars·.;a" Q 

2 ii 
•I 

:1 
ii 

week. How do you determine which it is? 

3 i 
:1 A By how many hours I work. 

4 Q It is a different time each week? 
1: 
" 5 A Sometimes. On Wednesday or Friday, 

5 H I. only have 11:00 to 3:00. M;41be the· next Wednesday or 'I I, 
ii 

; :1 Friday I have 9:00 to 5:00. I 

3 Q And this insurance, I gather, is 
'I 
'i. 
'I 

g ·i insurance on the car •. I 

a ~ i 

! 
!O :1 A. Life insurance for Chris and Michael.! I 

ii i· 
that, 11 :: Q Life insurance? Do you pay 

" :; 

12 or does Mr. Durrette pay that? 

14 
MR. BURNSIDE: Let me give her a 

. I 

copy so she knows what you are referring to. . I 

15 
" i: 

I think that is only fai-r for the witness. 
116 

~! 

l '7 A It is just their life insurance 

runs about forty some dollars. You know, if I had custody 

of them, I would be paying it. 

Q But you are not paying it now. 

::: 1 
Ii 
I! 

A No. 

;! 
I ., 
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FRA.NCES K. HALEY & ASSOCIATES 
Court Reporters 

Cou:~house Building 
FredeY~cksburg, '/irgiriia 22401 

Cftke: 371-5258 Hon~e: 786-4780 

" ·-

MR. RAWLINGS: I believe that is 

all I want to ask her. 

THE COURT: Any redirect? 

MR. BURNSIDEJ No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank 

you, Mrs. Durrette. 

---------------------------
WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 

MR. BURNSIDE:· Your Honor, frankly, 

I. have· other witnesses, but it is all going 

to be coroboration; and I feel like we have 

made. every point, so we will rest our case 

at this point. 

THE COURT: All right. Rebuttal? 

MR. RAWLINGS i I::do have some 

brief rebuttal, Judge. I hate to take up 

your time. 

THE COURT: No, sir, we are going 

to get it over with. E~erybody, including 

the parties, want to get it over with. 
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