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( 
PETITION C our/ File No 8815-C . ... ................ ·-- -·-- -· .................................................. .. 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

IN THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE CITY~' OF 

... _. . ......................... -............... -. -....... -. -· ...... J....Y.~<?.1!.~ E.1 .. .Y.~8-~~ ................................. _ ...... _ ........ _ ............ _ ............... . 

re a Child under eighteen years of age, to wit: 
I. CHILD"S NAME: 2. DATE OF BIRTH: 3. AGE: SEX: 

T0Cl1BS, GLENN ALLEN 08-13-73 6yrs M}f 

'4. CHILD"S ADDRESS: 

DSS Foster Home- c/o 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
5. FATHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: 

~ 
I . Toombs, Willirun Allen- Tanglewood Trailer Park, Lot 40; Rust burg, Virginia (Campbell) 

' - 6. MOTHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: ,, 
I 

- Toombs. Glenda Carol Deaner- Tanglewood Trailer Park, Lot 40; Rustburg, Va. (Campbell) 
7. GUARDIAN/LEGAL CUSTODIAN OR PERSON IN LOCO PARENTIS AND ADDRESS: 

Lynchburg Division of Social Services- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
8. SPOUSE OF JUVENILE AND ADDRESS: 

I 
9. OTHER<S) AND ADDRESS< ES l: ? 

"1-lillman, Elizabeth P.- DSS- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
-

0. Child held in CUSTODY D Yes D No 

j , 1. Place of Detention or Shelter Care ····-····-··············--·······--·············--···-·············---··--··--·-·--·---···-···-·-----·-···-·--·-·-· 
I Date and Time Date and Time Placed I j 2. Taken irito Custody 13. in Detention or Shelter Care 

.......... / ·······---!---······· ---·--... ··--·----- ....... m. .......... / .......... / .......... ............................................ . ...... m. 

The undersigned petitioner respectfully represents to the Court to the best of~her knowledge, information 
ld belief that the above named child is within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

L~W in that, within this city/~, the child.: 

as committed to the Lynchburg Division of Social Services on March 9, 1977 by this J & DR 
· vistrict-·courL·-··-c~fiITC:f."fias···se·en··rn··rast"er-·c:ar·e···9rnce··se;pt:eiliber··1·0~·-·,-c175··unae·r--·a·Te·:riiporary····· · 
entrustment P-rior to Court committment. Petitioner is filing pursuant to Sec~ion 16.1-
.83··c··2··c;r··the--Code--o:f"V1ig1DTa··5tatiiig··uiat··ciiild.is .. pareiits·liave .. ooeii··una:ore-·wrt:filii··a·····---··· 

_easonable period to remedy substantially the conditions which led to the child's foster 
·c;ar:e--i:)18.ceilieiit::···-·Pa:reiits-·iia-ve·--fia:a··c.·0ii-tacts···w1Tfi .. ciiilCi~---o-ut:··aue··t:e:»"i'reque·n-t .. moiie·s·na-v·e··1>eiein··· 

nable to maintain a suitable or acceptable home for any length of time. It app~ars at this 
i.Ilie-·tiiat: .. it:-·i5··r0:r-·tiie··c:iirra···5··oost··rnt:e:rest·;··ana··tnat··0r··:r:11e··s:r:a:t:e~·-·:r:nat·110··oo··separat:e-2r·· 

permanently from his parents. Your petitioner herewith prays that said child be committed 
~0-·t:11e-··1y-iicfifurii-"t>epartmeiit:··ar·11iim.<iii--ser-vrc·e;s·;--n1v1s10n··0r··s0c:1ar·services-·wrt:n .. periiilssioi:i ... 

o be placed for adootion. 

- , -



The information in the following items is not known to the petitioner: 

No. ___ ~J_}_~1_}_}_1_}_~,-~}. ________ ----------------· __ ---------------
\\THEREFORE, your Petitioner prays: That proper process issue; That said child and thr persons having 

his/baxr custody and control be summoned to appear before this Court; and That this Court enter such orders and . 
judgements as the Court deems fit and proper in accordance with the law and which will serve the purpose and 

int_ent of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Law. 

----------~~~~-}!.! ... !.?.?.?. ____________________ _ 
DATE 

Elizabeth P. Hillman ------ ------- ----------------------------- -------------------------. -- ------------
PETITIONER'S NAME !PRINT OR TYPE> 

__________ _r;j~ __ R?.?.: .. !~J ... ~~;I}~~--~~~~~~; ___ !:~~?-~~~-! ___ y_~~~~~--------·--·--·-------·----------·-·----·-···------·--------------··----·--·· I 
PETITIONER'S ADDRESS 

Sworn and subscribed before me this ______ }_}_~~----- ~of ---·--·-·--!:-~~-~------·-··-71··• 19 __ }~----· 
cld"2~-~~-~! ____ ~i .......... . 
·--------·····--------------~E~~~--g;I,~r.}S ______________________________ J 

TITLE 

CODE OF VA. 116.1-263 17/77> -1--

I -

' 
' 

r· 
I_ 



( .· 

PETITION Co11r/ File No . ....... ~~!.?.::9-.................... . 

' ! Commonwealth of Virginia 

'!THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTJC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE CITY~ OF. 

-···············-···················-································~Y.P.:~h~g, ___ y_~g~~---·········································································· 

.. 1 n: a Child under eighteen years of age, to wit: 
I 1. CHILD'S NAME: 2. DATE OF BIRTH: J. AGE: SEX: 

TOCMBS, CAROLYN ANN 12-14-74 4yrs )ff._ F 

4. CHILD'S ADDRESS: 

DSS Foster Home- c/o 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
\ 5. FATHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: 7/ 

' I ..,...Toombs, William Allen- Tanglewood Trailer Park, Lot 40; Rustburg, Virginia (Campbell) 

I 6. TMOTHEbR'S NGAlME AdND ACDDRElSS:D 1/T 1 d Tr · 1 p k L t 40 R tb v (C bell) 
v oom s, en a aro eaner- ang ewoo ai er ar ·, o ; us urg, a. amp 

7. GUARDIAN/LEGAL CUSTODIAN OR PERSON IN LOCO PARENTIS AND ADDRESS: 

"1 Lynchburg Division. of .. Social Services- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
1- 8 SPOUSE OF JUVENILE AND ADDRESS: 

! • 

l 9. ~~HERISl AND,~DDRESS.<ESl:f 

, vHiJJ:man, Elizabeth P.- DSS- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 

'I 0. Child held in CUSTODY D Yes D No 
l 

I 

\ 11. Place -0f Detention or Shelter Care ···········································································-·············-············--··---·-···· 

12. 
Date and Time . ,, .· Date and Time Placed 
Taken into Custody 13· in D'etention or Shelter Care 

....... m. . ........ ~J .......... / ......... . . -------- ............... .. I .......... / .......... / ·····-···· ....... m . 

The undersigned petitioner respectfully represents to the Court to the best of ~her knowledge, information 
.. 'nd ·belief that the above named child is within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 
Law in that, within this city/mxomiy, the child: _ 

' ~as committed to the Lynchburg Division of Social Services on Yia.rch 9 1977 gy this J & D R . --......... -......... --.......... --....... -. --.... -........ -... -. -.... -...... -· .............. ·-... ---....... -. -... -... --- .... -..... -.... -' ....... -. . . .. . . ... -·. -· ............... -. -. 
District Court. Child has .be.en in foster care since. September 10, 1976 under a temporary 
l_~~~~-!-.1:I!E?.~~-.P.~.?:~~---~~--9-~~-~---'?.?.:1!1.1P.1.~-~-~E?.1'.1.~-~---}'.~-~?:~?:~P.~~--?:~ __ f.?d~ . .P.~~-~~t .. !'.~-~~E?.C:.t.~~'?:J.9.!.1:-: ......... . 
~3 C 2 of the Code of Virginia stating that child 1 s parents have been unable "1ithin a 

-~~.?:~.~~~:i:_~ __ .P.E?E~~~--~~-E~-~E?-~---~-1:1.1?.~.~-~~-~µ~---~E-~ ... '?.~~~?:~?:~~~---"'.~~£~.J-~.9 ... t.~_Jl:i.~ ... <?.~_g_~'..l? .. f.~.~-~-E?"f ....... . 
,':are placement. Parents have had contacts with child, but due to frequent moves have been 
--~~~-".l- .. ~9-.. ~~~~~--~--'.3.1:1:~!:1:l-.~~-~---~? ... 1:l-.?.?.':l.1?.~.~-~~-~--~~~~--f~~--~~Y. .. ~.".l-~-~-~-.9-~--~-~~-~-----~~---~.P.P.~-~E.l? ... l?-.t ... tl!Js 
time that it is for the child's best interest, and that of the State, that she be separated 
-~ermanently from her parents. Your petitioner herewith prays that said child be committed 
;0-·tfie-·Ty.naifuiii .. f5e·p-a-:r--tiii8-iif··0r··-r1U:riia:n-··s·erv-Tc:-e·5·;··nrv:rsiaii··c;r··s0c-ia.T··5e;n;IC·e-s--witii-·p-8-rilii8-8T~-n--· 

-~~--~---P.~~~~~--~?.~--~~?.P.~~?.~~--------·-----· 

- 3-



The information in the follO\\'ing items is not known to the petitioner: 

N. 8 ' 1 0 ' 11 ' 1 2' 13 0. -- .......... - -- . -- .......... -- ....... - --- -- - -- --- --- - -- -- . - --- - . -- ---- --

\\7 HERE FORE, your Petitioner prays: That proper process issue; That said child and the persons ha vin~ \ ' 
~her custody and control be summoned to appear before this Court; and That this Court enter such .)rders and 
judgements as the Court deems fit and proper in accordance with the law and which will serve the purpose and 
intent of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Law. 

DATE 
---~-k ~ ~~.-_\?._\~ 
---~-------·r PETITIONER·s SIGNITURE 

August 31, 1979 

Elizabeth P. Hillman 
PETITIONER'S NAME !PRINT OR TYPE> 

__________ g/c: __ p_~-~---: ___ 7g_! __ :1:l_<?~~-~.s. __ §~:r:~~~-i--~~~!:~~J. __ y_~~-~-~~------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PETITIONER·s ADDRESS 

Sworn and subm;bed befoce me th;s ..... )~_st,;· .. -rof ............... Jl~ll~~--- .. /) .... , 19 .. .'n .. ... 
. ----- --~\~-~---~~l ___ ~_6_ _____________ _ 

'··-----------------------.1?-~J?~-~y__g_~-~E~---------------:·---···---------- I 
TITLE 

CODE OF VA. 116.1°263 17/77> 
.• .:c, •·- r.I''"' I 

.,... 

-···---

- 'f -



( 

PETITION C our/ File No. 8815-C 
·-·-----·---········-···---·----------· ... 

, I 
Commonwealth of Virginia 

J1'1 THE JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT OF THE CITY;~· OF 

.:.·---------··-····················-·-···--···-·······-···-········-~lE.~.1!.~J~.l .. Y.~~g-~~----·-··-·-····--------·-···-······----····--····-·--·--·····-······-···--··· 

re: a Child under eighteen vea rs of age, to wit: 
I. CHILD'S NAME:O 2. DATE OF BIRTH: 3. AGE.: SEX: 

TOCMBS, THCMAS LEE 06-18-76 3yrs M)f 

4. CHILD'S ADDRESS: 

DSS Foster Home- c/o 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
5. FATHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: 

··Toombs, William Allen- Tanglewood Trailer Park, Lot 40; Rust burg, Virginia (Campbell) 
6. MOTHER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: ,.. 

. Toombs, Glenda Carol Deaner- Tanglewood Trailer Park, Lot 40; Rustburg, Va. (Campbell) 
7. GUARDIAN/LEGAL CUSTODIAN OR PERSON IN LOCO PARENTIS AND ADDRESS: 

Lynchburg Division of Social Services- 701 Hollins Street; ·Lynchburg, Virginia 
8. SPOUSE OF JUVE.N.ILE AND ADDRESS: 

\• 
•. 

?. OTHER< SJ AND ADDRESS< ESJ: 
1"> 

~,Hillman, Elizabeth P.- DSS- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
.. 

0. Child held in CUSTODY D Yes D No 

1. Place of D et en ti on or Sh cl ter Ca re ------------·-··-----------------------·········---------------------------------······················-··--····--· 
Date and Time Date and Time Placed 

12. Tak en into Custody 13. in Detention or Shelter Care 
I 

I -- ···----./. ---------1------···· ----·--- ....................... ....... m. ----------!--- ·------!---- ---- -- -------· ................... . ...... m. 

,., The undersigned petitioner respectfully represents to the Court to the best of :ihG)/her knowledge, information 
: d belief that the above named child is within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 
Law in that, within this city~ the child: 

·.s committed to the Lynchburg Division of Social Services on March 9, 1977 by this J & D R 
·:ni~t~i~t-·cc;u.rf:-···ciiilCi."i-ias--been--lli-·raster .. care-·sTuce··septemoor--1~:i-;··1975··unaer:··a:··:i:empora:ry··--· 
-1trustment prior to Court comm.ittment. Petitioner is filing pursuant to -~ection 16.1-

., f3"·c···2"··0r-·the-·c0<ie·-c;r-·virfiliiia-·statliig-·t:ha:t:-cri11a·r·5·-i:>a.ren.t:s··na.:ve;··ooen··unao10··w1=c1iiii··a:···-------· 
reasonable period to remedy substantially the conditions which led to the child 1 s foster 
--~--~:r:.8··:p1~~6iileiit·~----F>a.r8Iits--hB.ve-·iiiia.··c;aiitacts··w1t:n··c1irr<r;··ou.t.··o.u.e··t.·0-·r:reqiien:c··moves··lia:-ve··ooan··· 

iable to maintain a suitable or acceptable home for any length of time. It appears at this 
. u~·e···tk-.t:.If .. fs···r-o:z.--tiie .. CiiII<l·i·s-·oest--TuteresT;···a.nd···tn:a.i·--ar:··ine··sia.te·;··:r,n.a:r,··11-e··oo-·separa=tea··· 
~rmanently from his parents. Your petitioner herewith prays that said child be coilllilitted 

-. ;··ti18 .. 1Y1iciiturg··nej)artmeiit-·0r··Humaii-·service8~,---uivTs·rc;n··o-1·B·c>cTil··s·erv-Tce·s··:wTtli".periiiis·s1oi:i"-· 
) be placed for adoption. 

---------------------------- ---- ---------- -- --- -- --- ----- ---- -- -- --- ------ -- --- -- ----- -- ------------- ----- -.... -------- ---- --- -- ----- -- ---- -- ---.. -- --- ------- -- -------- --- ---- ------ -----

' I 

- s-



The information in the following items is not known to the petitioner: 

No. 8,10,11,12,13 --·- .. -.... --.................... --- --- --------- -- ........... -- .. ------ ... -- --- ---- --- --- ----........ .. 

'I 'VHEREFORE, your Petitioner prays: That proper process issue; That said child and the persons havi:ig 
his/l:wt custody and control be summoned to appear before this Court; and That this Court enter such orders and 
judgements as the Court deems fit and proper in accordance with the law and which will serve the purpose and 
int_ent of the Juvenile, and Domestic Relations District Court Law. 

August 31, 1979 
DATE 

Elizabeth P. Hillman 
PETITIONER"S NAME !PRINT OR TYPEJ 

c/o DSS- 701 Hollins Street; Lynchburg, Virginia 
----- .. ---.. -- ---- --.... -... ----......... --............... -............................ ----........ --- ... -.. -............. ---- ....... --.. ---- ...... ---- ...... -... ------........... -..... -- .. -- ....... --. ------- ----- --...... -.. -.. --- -- .. -- .. -.. -........ -- -.. -... -.. -----.. -----.. --- -- . 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS 

Sworn and subscribed before me this· ____ }_~-~-~-: ..... da)/) /-----·--~~~~~---·----·._ ______ 
77 

19 .. ?.? ...... . 

.... C7?&c:J.~.~-=---~~-----~,./ ....... . 
·- ------ ·-. -- . ---- -- ---------~ .P.~ ~Y. .. 9-~~r.¥; __ . ------. --- -- ........... --- . 

TITLE 

ODE OF VA. IUi.1-263 17/77) 

--

-6-

' ! 

! ' 



I t\L f1Lt·\~\ J. l\.L L. J.... 

Vl:.CE/.lBER 12, l 9 79 
PAGE 2 

Toomb.6 avid .the. child!z.e.n when MJt. Toomb.6 WM not pltue.YLt.. In :the. la.6.t .two yeallll 
MJz.-6. Toomb.6 c.ond.Lti..on ha.6 no:t no.:tic.e.a.bly .<...mpJtove.d. She. Wa.6 ho;.,pila.U.ze.d la.6.t 
Fe.blU.LLVty -i..n Ric.hmond and AA pltue.nfty J.>e.e.n at :the. Ce.rWz.a.£ V.UZ.ginia Me.n..:ta..t He.a.Lth 
C.f.,UUc.. In :the. pM:t ye.alt MM. Toomb;., ha-6 be.gun 1te.c.e..ivi..ng SSI 601t heJL me.n.:t.al 
fuabilily. In :the. pa.6t Mtz.. Toomb-0 ha.6 .o.tate.d :that he. dou not .6uppoll..t MM. Toomb.6 
in vAA.<.ting :the. me.n.tal he.al:th W.nic. oil. in .ta.lung he.It p1tv.i CJU.be.d me.c:Uc.a.tion. 
TheJLe. AA Yl.0 601tmal e.valua.tion 06 Mil.. Toomb-0. Howe.ve.ll., on v(J_c.e.mbe.ll. 15, 7976 DI.Lit 
a.ge.nc.y 1te.c.e.A..ve.d a. 1te.poll..t 6Mm Ce.ntlr..al V.i.Jig,{_n,{_a Me.n.tal He.aLth Se.1tvic.u -<..n whic.k 
.the.y 1.>:tate.d :that Mtz... Toomb.6 WM a.drnlU.e.d .to Ce.n.:tJz.al. State. H0.6p..i.:ta..l on Oc:tobe.ll. 28, 
1 9 71 and Wa.6 cli..6 c.ha.Jtg e.d in Ve.c.e.mb e.1t, 7 9 71. 

CHILVREN: Gle.Yl.YI., CaJtolyn and Thoma..6 Toomb-0 ha~e be.e.n e.vai.wLt.e.d o.;t :the. Ce.ntJz.a1. 
Vili.gini..a Child Ve.velopme.n:t and have. be.e.n duc.ll.ibe.d a.6 being de.vel.opme.n.tally de.-
la.ye.d and have. be.e.n 1te.6e.1t1te.d .to .the. Ge.ne..tic. Cl-i..ni..c.. Re.c.omme.nda.:tion.6 6011.. ale 
.th!te.e. 1.LY1.ci.ude.d an e.altly in:te.1tve.n.tion pll.U c.ho.ol p1tog1ta.m 6M :the. de.ve.lopme.n:tai. de.­
lay and a. ht.able., .6 e.c.l.Llte. home. e.nvi..ll.Onme.nt 6oJt :the.ill. e.mofunal ne.e.d.6. On Ve.c.e.mbe.1t 
4 :the. c.hild!z.e.n We.ll.e. e.valua.te.d at .the. Ge.n.,U<,c. CUnic. and .the. 6 e.e.Ung Wa.6 .that 
be.c.au.6e. 06 .the. g1te.at i..mpM.ve.me.n..t he.en in :the. .:two olde.A child!z.e.n -<..n :the. pa.6t ye.alt 
wU.h a. r..-tUnui..a.tion. pMg1ta.m at r..c.hoo.f.. and at home. .they a.Jte. no1tmai. chilcf!z.e.n and 
Ve./tlj adopt.able.. I:t WM 6e.U :that w.i.;th a. .6~ r...timui.a.-tWn pll.og/ta.m :the. yol.LVlgMt 
child woui..d pMg1tM.6 equally a.-0 well. 

PA.$T PROBLEMS: Gle.nn AU.e.n WM in 60.6.te.ll. c.aJte. in Campbell Couri:ty -i..n 1974. On 
MaJtc.h 6, 19 7 5 c.M:tody Wa.6 gll.fl.Yl..te.d .to .the. pali.e.n..t-6 ici.th .the. Campbeii. County We.l 6a1te. 
Ve.paJL:tme.n.t .to .6upe.1tvAAe..M1t. Toomb.6 Wa.6 01tde.1te.d .to have. a p.6yc.hologic..a.1. e.valua.tion 
at .6uggu:tion 06 Vil.. Nagle.It. Howe.ve.ll., we. have. no 1te.poll..t :that :tlU,6 Wa.6 eve.It done.. 

] ui..lj, 7 9 7 6-S e.p:te.mb e.ll., 7 9 7 6 b a.rnU..cj Wa.6 ll.e. n e.Me.d :to P ll.O te.c..tiv e. S eJLvic.e. u.n.il -i..n C halt -
lo:t.te. County, Nottoway Cou.n:ty and Lync.hbl.Lll.g a.6 :the.y moved abou.:t •. i:The. Toomb.6 WeJLe. 
01tde.Jte.d ou.:t o 6 .the. hou..6 e. whe.1te. .they we.1te. living in Cha.!tlo:t.te. County and mo ve.d bac.k 
to Lync.hbl.Lll.g with MM. Toomb.6 pa.1te.n.t.6. A:t :thi.--6 .time. .the. c.hild.Jz.e.n c.ame. into .the. 
c.a.1te. 06 .the. Lync.hbwz.g VivAA-i:.on on Soci.o.1. Se.Avic.e..6 u.n.de.Jt the. c.qn.d.Lti..on.6 duc.ll.ibe.d 
e.a!tlie.ll.. MM. Toomb-0 vAAile.d .the. c.hild.Jz.e.n abou.:t onc.e. a mon.th dl.Lll.ing .thi.--6 pe.-
ll.io d wWe. MIL. Too mb-0 Wa.6 in pll.i./.l on. 

On July 20, 1977 M1t. Toomb.6 WM:"Jte. te.a.6e.d 6Mm pll.i./.lon and ..6:tate.d he. wanted .to .6e.e 
hi.--6 childlte.n. 1.t Wa.6 Au.gu..6:t 15 be.601te. a vAAU c.ou.ld_ be. aNz.!Utge.d bec.aLL6e. he. ha4 
gone. :to Cha.Jzl.o:t.te. Cou.n.ty :to .6 ee abou.:t a job. Sin.c.e. .that :t.i.me. :the. age.nc.y ha.6 wo1tke.d 
with the. Toomb-0 :to have. .the. child.Jz.e.n Jte.:tl.Lll.n.e.d. Howe.veil., in :the. pM:t .two ye.all..6 Mtz... 
T oomb-0 ha.6 had numeJLou..6 j obr.. none. la.-0.ting · mueh long e.ll. .than- .6ix month-6 and ha.6 moved 
hi.--6 Jte.J.>id,e.nc.e. 61te.que.n.tly. 

i 

Ju.ly-Oc.:tobeJL, 1977 Mil.. Toomb.6 wo1tlze.d and lived in Cha.!tlo:t.te. County. Oc..tobe.1t, 1977-
Ap!til, 1978 Mil.. and MM. Toomb.6 Uve.d i..n Lync.hbuJtg, .6.ta.ying with MM. Toomb.6 fio.inLe.y 
o 6 6 and on, and living in a. .tJta,{_fe.JL fioll. .6 e.ve.Jtal mon.:th.6 and po.M-<-bly o:the.ll. apall..tme.n:t.6. 
1 belie.ve. Mil.. Toomb.6 held r..e.v.e.Jt..ai.. jobr..:-at CJta.dd.oc.k Te.1t1ty ·fio1t a. .6holl.t .:time., handy 
man a.M l.LYI. d :the. .tJta.ile.ll. paJtk, a.n d in c.o n..6 .tll.uc..t.-<-o n Woll.lz. 1 n Ma1tc.h, 1 9 77 .the. Too mb.6 
moved bac.k wUh he.It mo.t.he.ll. and .t.he.n. to a.no.t.he.1t .tll.aile.!t. V~g :thi.--6 pe.ll.i..od .the. age.nc.y 
.t!t-<-e.d to have. :the. Toomb.6 bign .two eon..tJtac..t.6 wi..:th eonc:Ufun..6 fio~ 1te..t.u.Jr..n home. on c.lu..t­
cf!z.e.n. Howe.ve.ll., Mil.. Toomb.6 Wa.6 .60 p1te.oc.c.upie.d with paying bii.l.6 and ge.:t.t-<-ng fiood, 
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Toomb.6 and the. chilc/Jte.n whe.n Mti.. Toomb.6 Wa.6 not pJz.ue.nt. In :the. lMt ;two .IJ~ 
MM. Toomb.6 c.oncU;t,i_on ha.6 not no.Uc.e.ably hnpJz.ove.d. She. wa.6 ho.6pilaLi..ze.d [Mt 
F e.b1U11Vty .<..n Ric.hmo n d and i....-6 pti.M e.nil..y .6 e.e.n at the. C e.n;tJz.a.£. V iti.g inia. M e.n:ta.t H e.al;th 
CWU.c.. In :the. pM:t ye.aJz. MM. Toomb.6 luL6 be.gun Jz.e.c.uvin.g SSI fioJz. heJz. me.n.:t.al 
fuabilily. In the. pa.6:t Mtt. Toomb.6 ha.6 .6:tate.d :that he. dou not .6uppoti.t MM. Toomb.6 
in vi...lli.un.g the. me.n.:tai. health c.lirUc. oti. in :ta/Ung heJz. pnu e.Jz.ibe.d me.eke.at.ion.. 
TheJz.e. i....-6 no fioJz.mal e.valuo.:tion 06 MIL. Toomb.6. Howe.veJz., on Vr_c.e.mbe.JL 15, 7976 ouJz. 
age.nc.y ne.c.uve.d a ne.poti.t fill.Om Ce.n:tlz..al V..i.Jz.giru.a Me.n:tal Health SeJz.vic.M .<..n whic.k 
.t.h e.y .6:tate.d :that Mtt. Too mb.6 Wa.6 admifte.d .t.o C e.n:lJul£. State. Ho .6 p..i.:ta1. on 0 c..t.o b eA 2 8, 
7 9 71 and Wa.6 CW., c.haJtg e.d in Ve.c.embeJz., 7 9 71. 

CHI LVREN: Gle.nn, CaJz.olyn and Thoma.6 Toomb.6 have. be.e.n e.vai.u.a:te.d at the. Ce.n.t.ti.al 
Vinginia Child Ve.vel.opme.n.t. and have. be.en dMe.Jz.ibe.d a.6 bwg de.ve.lopme.n.:taUy de.-
laye.d and have. be.en ne.6eJz.Jz.e.d :to .t.he. Ge.ne:t<..c. CL<.nic.. Re.c.omme.n.daLi..on.6 fion all 
.t.hne.e. w1c.Wde.d an e.ati.ly .i.n.t.eJz. v e.n:ti..o n pnM c.hoo l pno g nam 6 Jz.O the. de. v elo pme.n:tal de. -
lay and a .6:table., .6 e.c.uJz.e. home. e.nv.VWnme.n:t 6on thw emotion.al ne.e.d.6. On Ve.c.e.mbe.n 
4 .t.he. c.hildne.n. we.ne. e.valu.a:te.d at .t.he. Ge.Mtic. Clin,i,c. and -:the. 6e.e.l.i.ng Wa.6 :that 
be.c.au..6 e. o 6 :the. gne.at hnpJz.Oveme.n:t .6 e.e.n in .t.he. :two olde.n chilc/Jte.n in the. pa.6:t ye.aJz. 
w.U.h a .6fuulalion pll.OgJz.am at .6c.hool and at home. :the.y aJz.e. n.oJz.mai childne.n. and 
v e.ny ado p:table.. I :t Wa.6 fi e.U .t.hat w,i;tJi a .6 ~ .6 :timu.lalio n. pno g Jz.am :the. young u t ,.. 
child would pti.ognMJ.i equally a.6 well. 

PA$T PROBLEMS: Glenn AUe.n wa.6 in 601.i:te.n c.aJz.e. in Campbell Cou.n:ty in 1974. On 
MaJz.c..h 6, 7975 c.u..6:tody Wa.6 gJz.an:te.d .t.o :the. pa~e.nt-6 with the. Campbell County We.lfiaJz.e. 
Ve.paJz.:tme.n:t :to 1.iupe.nvi...lle..Mti.. Toomb.6 wa.6 onde.ne.d to have. a p1.iyc..hotogic.al evaluation 
at .6uggu:tion 06 V11.. Nag.tell.. Howe.veil., we. have. no ne.poti.t that :thi.....6 wa.6 e.veJz. done.. 

July, 1976-Se.pte.mbe.n, 7976 6o.rn-i_,f_y wa.6 11.e.6e.1tJLe.d :to Pti.o:te.c.live. Se.nvic..e. unit .<..n ChaJz.­
lo:t:te. County, Nottoway County and Lync..hbWLg a.6 .t.he.y move.d about. .iThe. T oombJ.i we.ne. 
011.deJz.e.d out o 6 the. hou.-6 e. wheJz.e. .:they weJz.e. living in Chati.lo:t:te. County and mo ve.d bac..k 
to Lyn c.hbu.Jz.g vU..t.h MM • To om b.6 p aJz.e.n:t.6 • A:t. t.hi.....6 time. the. c..liil..dne.n c..am e. into .t.h e. 
c.a.Jte. 06 .t.he. Lync.hbwig Vivi....-6.Con 06 Soc.ial Se.nvic..M unde.11. the. c..oncktion.6 due.Jz.ibe.d 
e.aJz.lieJz.. MM. Toomb.6 vi...llile.d .t.he. c.hildne.n about onc..e. a month duJU.n.g :thi....-6 pe.-
11.iod while. Mn: Toomb.6 wa.6 in p!ti.6on. 

On July 20, 1 ?77 Mn. Toomb.6 wa.6 ··Jte. te.Me.d fill.Om pll.i.6on and .6:tate.d he. wanted to 1.ie.e. 
hi....-6 c.hildne.n. _ It wa.6 Au.gu..6t 15 be.fio!te. a vi...llU c.ould be. aJz.Jtange.d be.c..au..6e. he. had 
gone. to ChaJz.lotie. Coun;tq -to· l.i e.e. about a job. :Sinc..e. thCLt time. the age.nc..y ha.6 wonke.d 
wJ...th :the. Toomb.6 to have. .t.he. c..hildtte.n 11.e.:tu.Jz.ne.d. Howe.ve.n, in .t.he. pa.6t two ye.afl..6 Mtt. 
Toomb.6 ha.6 had nu.meJz.ou.-6 job.6 none._la.6.t..i.ng muc..h longe.Jz. .t.han .oix monili and ha.6 moved 
hi....-6 11.uide.nc..e. fine.que.n.t.ly. 

July-Oc..:tobe.JL, 1977 MIL. Toomb.6 wo11.ke.d and live.din Chanlo:t:te. Cowt:ly. Oc..:tobeJz., 1977-
Ap!til, 1978 Mtz.. and MM. Toomb.6 live.din Lync..hbu.Jz.g, .otaying wilh MM. Toomb.6 6a.JTl.il...y 
o6fi and on, and living in a .t.Jta.ile.n fio!t .oe.ve.na.l month.6 and po.6.6ibly othe.n a.paJL:bne.n:t-6. , 
I be.Ue.ve. Mtt. Toomb.6 held .oe.ve.JW.£. job.o: at CJz.addoc..k TeJz.Jz.y fio!t a .6hoti.t :time., handy 
man ati.ound the. :tll.aile.n pa.!tk, and in c.on6.t.Jz.uC...Uon wonlz.. In MaJz.c.h, 7 9 77 the. Toomb.6 
mo v e.d bac..Q with hell. mo .t.h e.Jz. and the.n to ano .t.h e.n .t.Jz.aile.Jz.. Vu.Jz.ing thi....-6 p eAio d :the. ag V1 ~11 
:tnie. d to have. :the. Too m b.6 .6 ig n :two c..o n:tJr.a.c..:t.6 with c.o n cU.t.io 11.6 6 o 11. 11.e.:tuJtn home o t) chil -
dne.n. Howe.ve.n, M11.. ToombJ.i Wa.6 .oo ptie.oc..c..u.pie.d with paying biU-6 and ge.ti.<..ng fiood, 
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bec.a.uoe 06 .Ui.Jte.gui.a.Jt wo11.h he WM w1ab.te .:to fuc.uo.o .:the. c.on:tJLac;t a.:t any .te.119.:th 011. 
Liign li and e.ven.t.ua.Lty .to.o.:t li. Se11.v.<..c.e.o Well.e. o 6 6 ell.e.d .<..n ..:the. a.Jte.aJ.i o 6 c.ow'l..6 W.ng 
and .:tJia..n.opolLt.a.:lWn, c.onc.eJuung 6ood .o.:tamp.0 1 :tJuin...opoll.a.tion pll.ov.i..de.d Mll..6. Toomb.o .:to 
..:the. men.ta.£. h e.aLth c.1.A.nA..c., c.o W1..6 e..V..rt.g and 1te. 6 eJt/l..0.1_ o n M.o • Too m b.o .:to So cin.1.. S e.c.wU;ty 
a 6.:t eJt 1.o .:t apptic.atio n 6 o I!. SS 1 WM .:twm e.d down and al..6 o :tJum..6 po Jz.LJ..tio n 6 oil. Mh.li • Too mb.o 
.to Campbell. Cou.n.ty He.a.Lt.h Ve.pall.,tme.n..:t c.onc.vz.n.inq biJLt.h c.on;t;z.of. and a phy.oic.aL In 
Fe.bJz.LLO.Jty c:lJ..uUng one. v.<...oli M'1..6. Toomb.6 it.old .thi. Woll.fz.e..tz. he.Jz. . mo.the.I!. had g.<..ve.n .:them & 10. 
00 fioll. fiood ..:tha,t we.e.fz. and Mn. Toomb.o had paid oni..y a po/LU.on ofi ..:the. ll.en..:t. A.:t ..:the. 
.6 ame. :ti.me. .6 he. .6 aid MIL. T oomb.o WM .:th.<..nfU.ng o 6 buying an E.le.c..:tlto- Lux vacuum c..le.ane.ll.. 

VtvU.n.g :thi.-6 .tUne. ..:the. T oomb.ti v.<...olie.d ..:the. clU..tdll.e.n a,t le..aJ.i.t onc.e. a man-th and .the c.JU.t­
d!z.e.n v.<...olie.d :them .<..n .thw .tll.a.<..le.Jz. :tw.<..c.e.. in Ve.c.e.mbe.Jz., ..:the. .oe.c.ond :ti.me. .ope.nding .two 
nigh.t.6. On Januall.lj 2, 1978 Call.olyn Ann WaJ.i ho.oplia.Uze..d wdh bnonc.hd.<...o. 

On Apll.il 21, 19 7 8 MM. T oomb.o mo.the.I!. c.aUe.d and .oa.A;.d .tha.:t .the. T oomb.ti had move.d .to 
Chall.loile. County, VA. 

Mil.. Toomb.ti c.alie.d on May 8 and 1 e.xpRLU.ne.d a home. .o.:tu.dy would have. .to be. made. be.-
6 o ll.e. .the. c.hi.td!z.e.n c.o uld be. ll.e..:tu.IZ.n e.d. Vl.LIZ..<..ng .the. .o umme.Jz_,;1.th e. Too mb.o v .<...o.<...:t e.d ..:the. 
c.h.<..ld!z.e.n almo.o.t :twic.e. a mo n...:th. 1 n Jun. e. ..:the. .6 o c...i.al wo ll.fz.e.Jt v.<...o de.d ..:the. Too mb.o and 
c.ati:JU..e.d a n e.w c.o n..:tltac..t .to be. .o ig n e.d. T he.y we.Jte. ll.e. 6 e.Jl.lte.d .to C h..oJz1..o Ue. Co W'l..tlj So c...i.al 
s eJt vic.e.o 6 Oil. a ho me. .6 .:tudy . M'1..6 • T 0 0 mb.6 WM I!. e. n e.Jl.lte.d :tJJ a lo c.a.t Men.ta£ H e.a.t,th Clinic. 
and e.nc.owz.a.ge.d .to Jz.e.apply fioll. SSI and MIL. Toomb.o 601t 6ood6.tamp.6. Mn. Toomb.o would 
Jz.e.c.uve. no inc.ome. un..:t.il. 6a.Ll when he. .oold .tobac.c.o and WM c.ha.Jtging 6ood ctt a lac.al 
gMc.e.Jty .ti.toJz.e.. Se.e. ll.e.pori..t 6Mm Cha.Jz..to.t.te. County. He. -6ctl.:t he. would be. able. .to pay 
baby.o..i..t.te.ll. 601!. .the. c.hildll.e.n & 100 a we.e.fz. bu..:t did no.t e.xplai..n how. In July Mn. Toombl.> 
c.ame. .to v.U,U .the. c.hJ..1.dll.e.n and Jz.e.lie.Jz.a.:te..d he wan-te.d .them bac.fz. Jz.igh.:t away. AUhough 
he. had no inc.ome, .telephone. and no :tJuu'l..6poJz..:ta,t,(_on .he., 6e.l.t he. c.ould c.ali on ne.A..ghboM 
i6 one. ofi ..:the. c.h..i.ldtz.e.n go.t .6ic.fz.. He. e.o:tUna.:te.d he. would maize. &5, 000 6Mm .tobac.c.o and 
have. oni..y &1,000 06 bill.6 .to pay. He. .6.tilf. had n.o.t applie.d 6or.. .oe.Jtv-lc.e.o oil. 6ood 
.o.:tamp.o. Jn Augl.L.6.t MJz.. Toomb.o .toofz. .the. c.h..i.ldll.e..n wlih IU.J.i mo.the.1!.-in-law .to Cha.Jz..to.t.te. 
Cow'l..ty 601t .6e.ve.Jtaf. da.y.6 and ..:the. .6oc...i.al wo1tk.e.1t bJz.ougl'l..t ..:the. c.hildll.e.n bac.fz.. When 1 a­
Jz.JUve.d ..:the. .6Uua,t.<..on WaJ.i .6ome.wha,t Li.:tJz.aine.d and MM. Toomb.o Jz.e..tt.LJz.ne.d .to Lync.hbwz.g w.<..:th 

1 he.It mo.the.It and c.hildll.e.n. MIL. Toomb.o appe..all.e.d .oome.wha,t angltlj be.c.al.L.6e. he. .oa..i.d .the. 
c.hildll.e..n had done. a lo.t ofi c.ll.tjing and wouldn' . .:t mi.nd. He. c.ompla.A..ne..d abou.:t Cha.Jz..toile. 
Co un.ty .6 o Ua£ wo 11..k. eJi.. c.o ming .to .6 e.. e.. him and bne..iling IUli .6 o 6 a. He. .6 aid C ha.Jz..to.t.te. Co u..n.ty 
would no.t help him wlih 6ood .6.tiimp.o, bu.:t when a..61'.e.d admi..t.te.d he.· had no.t applied .6inc.e. 
.two ye.all.'-> ago. He. c.omplaine.d abou..:t liUi bo.6.6 waii:tUig. :IU11l .to wotz.k .oo haJz.d ru1d no.t le..t 
him ge..:t 066 06 Woll.fl. any. He. mo c.omplaine.d about MM. Toomb.o going bac.k. wlih he.It mo.th 
and leaving him .to c.ooR. and c..le.an.,.. e...tc.. M6 .. · Ve..a.ne..Jz. .tal..R.e..d aJ.i. i6 MM. Toombl.> had be.e.n 
ve.Jz.y ne.JtvoULi la.te..ty and ne.e.de.d .oome. 6un M a movie. and going ou.:t .to e..a.t. 

On ..:the. 6..i.h.li.t o 6 Se.ptembe.Jt I Jz.e.c.e...i.ve.d .the. c.ompR..e..te..d home. .o.:tu.dy 6Mm CHall..to.t.te. County 
and ..:the..n on Oc..tobe..Jz. l2, MIL. Toomb.o c.al.te.d .to .oa.y .the.y had move.d bac.k. .to Lync.hbwz.g 
and We.Jz.e. again living w-<-.th ..:the. Ve.ane.M. Vl.LIZ.ing ..:the. ne.x.t 6e.w mon.th.o, M!t. Toomb.o had 
6oull. Oil. 6ive. cii._66e.1te.n.t job.6, .on.ow Jz.e.movaf. 601!. ..:the. ci..ty, woll..k.ing 601!. a c.on..:tltac..toll., b!t-lc.R. 
f.a..ye.1t, Mofiing wo1tk.. M'1..6. Toomb.o WM 1te.6e.Jl.lte..d again :tJJ ..:the. Me.n.:tai. He.a.Uh Cwuc. and 
Soc...i.af. Se.c.wU....ty. Two v.<...ow w..i...:th ..:the. c.hi.tdll.e.n we.Jte. planned and c.anc.eli.e.d be.c.a.uoe. 06 
;t;uuu poJz..tation pJz.ob.te.mo. One. v..i..bli WM . c.omple...te.d on Ve..c.e.mbe.ll. 2 3 wlih .the. c.JUldll.e..n 
a.:t ..:the. Ve.ane.M • 

On ]aJ'l.uaJz.y 2 Mil.. T oomb.o c.aUe.d and .6aid he. would be. moving .to Amelia Cow1.ty. The..1te.­
a6.te.1t, af. le.Mt fi,i_ve. v.<...oili We..Jz.e. pf.anne.d and ..:then c.anc.e..lle.d be.c.a.uoe. 06 bad we..a..:the.ll.. 
oJz. .:t.Jz.an.6poJz.;la,t,Wn pll.Oble.mo; olt MIL. Toomb.o wotr.k Lic.he.du...te... On Fe.bJz.uall.tj 28 M1z.. Toomb.ti 
c.alie.d and .6.ta.:te.d tha.:t MM. Toomb.o WaJ.i having ne..Jz.vol.L.6 pMbR..e.mo and had be.en ho.opi-
.ta.Uze.d 1 n .the mean.time a home. .o.:tudy WM 1te.que.ote.d o 6 Ame.lia Cow'l..ty Soc.ial SeJz.vic.e.o • 
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HoweveJL, :t/i.U wcu no:t comp.f.et.e.d be.6oll.e. .:the Toomb.6 moved back .:to LyncJ1buJtg in Jw1e. 

PRESENT SITUATiON: Since. ]UY1.e. .:the. Toomb.6 have. be.en living in a tAo.Lf..Vt pall.k on 
Rou:te. 29S w/Ule. he. i..6 tooJz.king 6oJz. a. mcuomy con;tJurc;toJz.. MM. Toomb-0 cal.led -0e.ve.-
Jr..a.l :li.meli Jte.quuting help wlth .:the. h01:ipliai. b..i.ll mcU!Ul..e.d wh.e.n Tlwma-0 tU'.2..6 boll.n. A 
v.Llil WM aJVta.nge.d wUii .:the. c.hild!l..e.n 60'1. July 16, howe.ve.Jz.., :the. Toomb.6 did no:t .6how 
up. MM. Toomb.6 wa.n:te.d :to aM.a.nge. a.no.th.Vt v.LlU bu:t a..6 I wcu going on vac.a.:tion 1 
:told hell. U wo utd have. .:to t<Xlil un:til. I '1.UU/t.ne.d. · On AugU.6:t 3, Mtt.. Too mb-6 c.ail.e.d 
:the. ofifiice. and wa.J.> ve.Jz.y be.i.lige.ll..e.n:t when ne,i;the.'1. I noll. my -0upe.ll.vi-Ooll. wcu in. On 
AugU.6.:t 10 I v.LlUed Mtt.-6. Toomb.6 a.:t :the. tAa.ile.ll.. a.nd a.gain -0ugge.-0:te.d -0he. v.Llil :the. 
Mental He.a.Uh c.LUU.c .6-Utce. -0he. appe.Me.d :to be. ha.v-Utg tAouble. w.i..:th heJL ne.Jtve.6. I 
al.60 con6ill..me.d pla.11-6 6oJz. .:them· :to vi-OU .:the. childll..e.n .:the ne.x.:t day. 

FoUoW-i_ng .th.Ll v.LlU 1 v.LlUed .:the c.hild!l..e.n a.nd cuke.d Glenn a.bou:t .:the. vi-Oil. He .6M ' 
.:tha.:t he did no:t .think. WilLUun liked him anymoJte. a.nd :tha:t WilLi..am had -Opanke.d CMolyni 
and Thoma-0 60.tt bung me.-0.6y. Howe.veil., when 1 cuke.d rum he. did hay he would go :to .6ee ' 
W..i.lliam ag Mn. 

I:t hM be.en ve.'1.y cU.fi fiic.u.U .:to 6ind a conve.nie.n:t ti.me. :to :talk :to M!t. T oomb-6 bec.aU-6 e. 
o 6 hM Af..ng woJz.JUng hoU/t..6, bu:t fri-n.a.Lty ano.:thvz. woJzlze.ll.. a.nd 1 o.JVWnge.d :to v.Llil MJz.. 
and Mll..-6. Toomb.6 a6:te.ll.. woJzlUng houJt.6 :to explain :the µling ofi .:the. p~n and :the. 
fiac.:t :that .:the. vi-Oili w,i;t.h .:the.. c.hild!l..e.n woui.d be. ho.Lte.d unt,{,f_ .:the. c.ouJt:t he.a.Jting. A:t 
fiw:t MJz.. Toomb.6 wcu ve.tty be.i.lige.ll..e.n:t be.c.a.LL6e he. had .tte.c.ie.ved :the. .!:iwnmon-6 and pe;U.t<.n.vi 
:the. da.y be.fioll.e.. He. .6e.e.m.6 :to fie.el betlz.aye.d a.Ltlwugh 1 had Jte.pe.a.:te.dly :told him 1 c.ou.l 
no:t c.on:oide.ll. Jte.:t.U/t.ning .:the. child!te.n wi:U.i.. a couJt.:t hea.Jting wcu held. He .tiaid he._ had 
a ba.b y-0i:t:tvz. and no one. would :take. h.Ll du.f.d!l..en a.uxiy fiM m him. He. la.:tvz. c.abne.d: iio1..m. 
bu:t ha.id he. c.ould no:t a.fi fioJtd :to m.Ll-0 woJzlz :to be. gohi.g .:to cou.Jt:t. He. .t>aid fie. pJz.e.:{;e.ll..tte. 
.:to get. IU..6 own lawye.ll.. be.c.aU-Oe. he did no:t Vul..6:t a c.ou.Jt:t appo-<-n:te.d la.wye.ll.. He .6e0fne.d ' 
:to .think W bo.6.6 WO ui.d help rum. 
On Oc.:tobe.ll.. 2 3 .:the. advi..6 emen.:t he.a.'1.ing wa.-0 held. Ne.,i,the..tt M.tt. oil. MM. T oomb.6 WM p!Le- ., 
.6en:t, bu:t :thw c.ouJt.:t appoin:te.d la.wye.'1., Mti.. Mo~on .tte.p.ttv.ie.n:te.d .:them. The. c.ouJt:t a­
g.tte.e.d :to pay fioJz. p-0yc.hologi.c.a.l e.vai.ua...tion.-6 60'1. bo.:th ~Vt. a.nd MM. Toomb-6 w{.:th VJt. Slo · 1 

on :the. evening 06 Nove.mbe.ll.. 8 .60 .:tha..:t I.Vt. Toomb.-6 would no:t have. .:to lo.!:ie. woJtki.ng :Ume.. 
The. T:oomb.6 lawye./t. Wa.-6 noti6ie.d a.nd .:the. .6oc.i.a.l UXJJzlze.ll.. o 6 fie1ted :t!Lan.6poll.:tation. Howe.veil., 
on Nove.mbvz. 7 1 le.a.Jtne.d .:tha.:t Mti.. Toomb-0 WM .tte6U.6mg .:to go a.nd MM. Toomb.6 would no:t 
have. tAan-OpolL.:ta.:ti.on. Th.,U, appoin.:tme.n:t WM cance.Ue.d, ano:thvz. one. made. 6oJz.. ik~. Toom 
on .:the. mo/t.Yl.ing 06 Novembe.ll.. 2 8, and MIL. Mo~on wa.-0 notifiied. On .:the 2 8.:th VJt. Sloop ~ 
.6 e.c..tte:ta.Jty c.a.lle. d and ..6 :ta..:te d .:tha:t Mlt.6 • Too mb..6 n e.i.-t.h vz. .6 h owed up no :tz. cal.led. Be dn.U-6 e , 
o 6 .:the 6 ac.:t :that .:the Jz.ec.o Jz.cM do c.wn e.n:t MM . Too mb.6 me.n:tal -i..11-6 :ta.b-<...e.Uy and mak e.6 n wne.Jz. 

_ oU.6 Jte.fivz.e.nc.v.i .:to Mti.. Toomb.6 i.n-O:tab.<.L<;ty a.nd be.c.aU.6e. o 6 :the di..6fJc.uUy ;th,Ll c.ouple. Ji..._, 
had i.n m~ng- -0:tabili:ty hi living a.Ma.ngeme.n.:t.6 r.<X?. fie.el ;tha.:t p.&yc.hologic.al eval­
ua.:tio 11-6 o 6 b o :th wo uld be. v e/t.tj va.lua.b le . Th-i..-6 cU. 6 fii c.u.Uy de.mo no :tJz.a:te. d in g e:t:ting c.o - ' 
opeJta:ti.on 61tom .:the. Toomb.6 ha-0 be.en :typi.c.a.l 06 .:thi-0 c.Me.. 

RECOMJAENVATION: lh.Ll agency and woJz.ke.ll.. do no:t .6e.e any way :tha:t :thi.-6 couple would be 11 

able. :to give. :the continu_,i,_;ty o 6 c.aJte a.nd emotional a.nd phyhical .6.:tabi.l..i...ty :tha:t :the-0e 

- Io-
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~~·l's-~·:·?r.'.·> ... : :: ~~ 
··.:- .. ;, 

c.hld!Le.n ne.e.d .:to gn.ow ru1d de. ve.i..o p .:to .:thW. po.:te.nuoJ'... MJz.. To omb.6 11<U n o,t be.en ab.te. 
.:to pay any .6 u.p po Jz..:t 6 o Jt t.h u e. c.Wcltte.n ,{,n o v e.Jz. time. e. ye.OJL6 • 

The.Jz.e.6oJz.e. :thti age.nc.y Jz.e.c.omme.n.d6 :tlw;t G.lvin A..U.e.n, Can.o.lyn Ann and Thoma.ti Le.e. Toomb.o 
be. pe.Jz.mane.nily .6e.pa.Jta..:te.d 6Jz.Om .:thw n.a.:tUll..ai. pan.e.n..:t.o w.d.h pe.Jz.m,{,.6.6,{,on 6oJz. tl1e.m .:to be. 
pla.c.e.d 6oJz. adopfun. 

VIRGJNIA: 

~<?\~ 
B<U.ty P. Hillman 
So uaf.. Woll..k e.Jz. 

In the Lynchburg Juvenile and D:Jmestic Relations 
District Court - December 21, 1979 

I hereby certify that the foregoing investigations were made pursuant 
to Sect. 16.1-273 of the 1950 Ccx:J.e of Virginia, as arrended, as ordered by 
this Court. 

- If -



Cou11ty of Cl1arlotte 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

Charlotte Court House, Virginia 23923 

Phone 542-5352 

REPORT 'ID THE LYNCHBURG CITY DEPAR'IMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES REGA.RDlliG HOME SITUATION 
OF William and Glenda Toombs 

I. Identifying Information: 

II. Home and Neighborhood: 

William Toombs D.O.B. 9-7-42 
G1enda Carol Toombs D.o.B. 5-16-54 

Mr. and Mrs. Toombs live.in a 2 bedroom mobile home belonging to Mr. Toombs' employer, 
Mr. Carl King. The couple residS> in the small rural community of Saxe, Va. There are 
numerous neighbors living close by. Since the. couple does not own a car, they depend 
on Mr. King and the neighbors to provide transportation. Several neighbors allow them 
to use their telephone. 

The nearest hospital is approximately 30-·miles away ·and the· nearest doctor is approx­
imately 15 miles away. Mr. Toombs stated they would be able to get the children to ~­
a hospital or doctor if necessary. Mr. Toombs does not have any medical :insurance on 
the children and Worker does not lm6w how he plans to pay on health care if the need 
arises. 

III. Finances: 

At present, the couple has no income but Mr. Toombs expects to sell some tobacco in 
September. Utility costs are currently being paid by Mr. Toomb' s employer and groceries 
are charged at a local country store. 

Mr. Carl King stated Mr. Toombs will receive approximately $4,CXX>.OO from the tobacco 
crop. Mr. Toomb's present outst~din.g debts are as follows: 

$959.92 - Grocerty bill 
54.10 -· Electric bill 
70.(:/J - Fuel (heating and cookirlg) 
86.oo - · Hail insurance 

'?JJ7.00 - Money owed Mr. King 
$14'717.62 - Total owed 

Ms. Beatrice Craighead, prospective babysitter, plans to charge $100.00 per week for 
Child Care. Mr. Toombs assured Worker that he would be able to handle this expense. 
Worker is doubtful that he could pay this amount over a long period of time as well as 
meet other financial obligations. 

- I:>. -
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TV• Individual Profiles: 

Ji.. William Toombs 

:r. Toombs was very adamant in expressing his desire to regain custody of his three 
.,, oung children. He stated, if necessary, he would hire a lawyer and get his children 
!?ack. Mr. Toombs offered a vague explanation as to why his children were taken. 

t had been reported to this Worker that Mr. Toombs had a drinking problem. When asked· 
about same, Mr. Toombs stated he did not and only drank beer occasionally. He was very 

ngry that this had been reported to Worker. Two reference people stated that Mr. Toombs 
rank more than an occasional beer and he has been to work with a hangover. 

~-ne reference person stated Mr. Toombs had asked her not to tell Worker anything that 
ight hinder him from getting custody of his children. 

6lthough Mr. Toombs has many relatives in Charlotte County, he seldom has any contact 
ith them.· Worker talked with one family member who stated that the hearsay within 

·..,ne family is that the children should not be returned to the parents as they feel Ms. 
Toombs is not able to care for them. Hearsay is that Mr. Toombs is quick to make promises 

ut seldom follows through with his plans. In the past, he has been arrested for f orgi.ng 
tiecks and has spent some time in jail • 

.-. Toombs does not appear supportive of his -wife's efforts to receive Mental Health 
)unselling and he has admitted to throwing away the medication given her by the J..vrnch­

burg Mental Health Clinic. 

:-. Toombs infonned Worker that he was too bu::;y:. to accompany his wife to her counselling 
sessions with the therapist from Crossroad.Ment"al Health Clinic. 

mcern has been expressed that Mr. Toombs might be abusive to his wife. Although no 
actual proof was found, Worker feels that abuse could be occuring. 

Glenda Carol Toombs 

Ms. Toombs appears to be a timid and withdrawn person. Worker· had difficulty engaging 
. rr in conversation~ During joint interviews with the couple, Ms. Toombs wotild always 
· insult her.husband before answering Worker's questions. Ms. Toombs appears to lack 
any insight into her present rnerittl hehlth problem. · She stated· _she had ·been hospital-

~ed because of her nerves. When asked if she felt she could adequately care for her 
· 1ree young children, Ms. Toombs responded by saying "I guess so". 

··~. Toombs has been seen once by Ms. Marjorie Howe, Counsellor, Crossroads Mental Health 
j .inic, for a mental health evaluation. Ms. Howe infonned Worker that, at this time, she 
ru.d not feel Ms. Toombs could adequately care for her children. -- (See attached report from 
~~. Howe.) Several other appointments with Crossroads have been set up for Ms. Toombs. 

L.1 B-22-78 Ms. Toombs, her children and mother were seen in the home. Worker observed 
little or no interaction between mother and children. The three children were just sitting 

. the living room. The maternal grandmother stated the children had been sick ever 
nee they got there • 

• Toomb's mother said she felt her daughter was capable of taking care of the children. 
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Mr. Toombs was referred to the Charlotte County Welfare Department to apply for food 
stamps and Mrs. Toombs to Social Security to reapply for SSI. The couple has not yet 
utilized either service. 

SUMMARY 

Mr. and Mrs. Toombs were seen in their home on several occasions. Mr. Toombs eA'Pressed 
a strong desire to regain custody of his children. Ms. Toombs said very little about 
her feelings. Mr. Toombs felt they were capable of taking care of their children as 
well as paying Ms. Beatrice Craighead $100.00 per week to provide child care. 

Mr. Toombs will earn approximateJ.y $4,000.00 from this year's tobacco crop. At present 
his outstanding bills total over $1400.00. Worker does not feel that Mr. Toombs will 
be able to support a family of five and pay child care costs over a long period of time 
based on his expected earnings. Mr. Toombs is not interested in full time employment, 
and Worker does not feel that he can realistically meet his financial obligations. 

Worker feels that Ms. Craighead will be a good child care provider as far as safety and 
cleanliness are concerned; however, Worker does not feel Ms. Craighead can stimulate 
the children, encourage them in activities, etc. Ms. Craighead wanted two things lU1der­
stood by this Department and the Lynchburg DSS: · 

1. She is responsible for the children only during the hours that she works there, and 

2. She wants to be paid at the end of each week; ·if Mr. Toombs fails to pay her, .she -
will discontinue providing child care. Mr. Toombs assured Worker that he could affQTd' 
the child care payment. 

...... ..... ~ 
Although Mr. Toombs does not own a car or have a phone, he assured Worker that he would 
be able to get medical attention for the children if needed. Mr. Toombs does not have 
any kind of medical insurance on the children at this time. 

Mr. Toombs is a likeable person and is willing to assume responsibility for his children. 
Despite information gathered from community sources, Mr. Toombs denies having a drinking 
problem. Concern has also been expressed that Mr. Toombs might physically abuse his wife. 1 

Ms. Toombs appears to be suffering from some type of mental disorder. She does not rea~ 
engage in conversation. Most of the time she appears to be in a world of her own. Ms. 
Toombs is presently receiving counselling from Crossroads Mental Health Clinic. She has 
an appointment 9-18-78 with the psychiatrist and at which time medication will be prescriberi--., 
Mr. Toombs does not appear interested in his wife's efforts to receive counselling. Mr. 
Toombs stated he does not have time to accompany his wife to her counselling sessions. 
Worker does not feel that Mr. Toombs will let his wife take her medication if same is pre­
scribed. Worker and Ms. Marjorie Howe, Colll1sellor at Crossroads Mental Health Clinic, do 
not feel that Ms. Toombs is capable of taking care of three children at this time. 

(Mrs7 Ma~garet H. Bradner, RSW 
Superintendent 

LWF/dga 

Enclosure 

Submitted by: 

Mrs.) Lettie w. Fuller 
Protective Service Worker 

(date) 



MA A. A WILL IS, Chao1ma" 
MR J. 8 WILSON, Voce Cha11man 
MA A W HARDING 

Ms. Betty P. Hillman 
Social Worker 
Lynchburg Departraent 
701 Hollins Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24505 

All.fl It.. COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

P. 0 BOX 136 

AMELIA, VIAGINIA·1ELEPHONE 561·2681 

May 18, 1979 

of Social Services 

. }\, 
,_ . _, 

.. 

.. 

. ' 

. i 

ru 1 1r1 01 11•1 
fH~I Cl OP 

RE: Glenda Carol & William Toombs 
Route 3, Box 344 
Amelia, Virginia 23002 

Dear Ms. Hillman: 

Per your request of Ap~~l 9, 1979 concerning the above named individuals, 
I have. talked with both Mr. and Mrs. Toombs separately on different 
occasions. They are no_ longer living on Bio Farra, b'l,lt Mr. Toombs is 
still employed by Mr. l,pnier. Hr •. Lanier has let the Toombs move to 
another house he owns on ·Route 153 which is less than one-half mile off 
Route 360 East. It is conveniently located her in Amelia. The house 
is a small two bedroom h9use with living room, bath and large kitchen. 
There is a small room off the kitchen where Mrs. Toombs has her 
washing machine, and plans to·put a bed for one of the children. The 
hous_e is small enough that she would be able to hear the child at night. 

Mrs. Toombs had a filled prescription £or Thorazene and ~irections 
were for 100 ng (1 tablet) three times a day and 300 mg at bedtime. 
She ;;totes that sh.e stopped taking. the medication several weeks ag~ 
because she felt she did not feel she needed it. 

Mrs. Toonbs could not express herself well enough to tell me why she 
wanted her .. children, except that it· would 11make he-r· happy": She feels, 
as her husband does that.the children 11would be good for her". 

I have contacted Mrs. Toombs doctor and have enclosed ; copy of his 
letter for your records. I do plan to have her re-evaluated and to· 
contact the physician here in Amelia who has seen Mrs. Toombs more 
recently. 

As it stands not, I would only coDsider weekend visitations by the 
children to see how things go with the family. I do plan additional 
visits to the home in the weeks to come. 

- 15~ 



Ms. Hillman -2- May 18, 1979 

I hope this will bring things up to date and you can benefit from 
this information. Please contact me if you have any additional 
questions. 

Pl10 1H/rw 

Enclosure 

(Mrs.) Patricia M. O'Hara 
Social Worher 

P. s. I have just received a phone call from Mr. Toombs that he and 
his wife have returned to Lynchburg. They are residing at 
2009 Kingston Avenue. They left Amelia on May 12, 1979 and 
Mr. Toombs is now working as a.bricklayer for a Mr. Witt. 



·. VIRGINIA: 

-'- ...... 
* * 

_,_ _,_ 
* "' " " 1• 

COi-D·lONWEALTH 

IN RE: GLENN 

IN THE LYNCHBURG JLj\1 P-::ILE AND DO: ·-;::.sTIC REL?.Tim~s 
DISTRICT COURT 

* 
_,_ ->- ..J.. ;~ * * * " * * * * " I• 

,.. 

* 
OF VIRGINIA * - 0 R D E R -

* 
ALLEN TOOMBS * 

* 
* 

-'-
_,_ 

* * * * 
* * * * " * * * * * * ;'-: * * " "' 

This day came the Lynchb~rg Division of Social Services, by 

counsel, "'hi ch has petitioned th.e Court for the perr;.anent separation 

from his parents and placeTI1ent of said 
-

0 
f GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS 

child with the Lynchburg Divis{ohZof Social Services· for the ~urpose 

of Adoprion; and, 
Upon the Motion of Frank W. Morrison, attorney for William 

Allen Toombs and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, to continue the final 

disposition of this matter until such time as Glenda Carol Deaner 

Toombs could be evaluated by Dr. Wayne· Sloop,. and until the Lynchburg 

Divis.ion of Social Servites had allowed the parents of GLENN ALLEN 

TOOMBS to resume visitation being overruled, the Court did conside~· 

the evidence upon the within Petition; 

And it appearing to the Court as follov~s: 

That the na~e of said child is GLENN ALLEN TOOYillS 
and 

that he ,,-as born on August 13, 1973, 

That the mother of said child· is Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs_; 

-17-
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Tr.e:i. of ::. s 

T n a t Fr 2 n k \.,, . )·iorr:i. son, at t oYney 
f or G 1 en d a C e: r o 1 D .::-- r. n f:' r 7 c1 o ;;~ 

,• 

L 1 J .- • ;: n 
0
• s ·n e l\·:' 0 0 d S _ D 2 )' , Gu 2 r o i an a c L:; i. t- u f 

2 n d i: i J 1 ::i ~ •• - en J o o ;;m s , ~ 

the s2:i cl GLE!~l\ .AlLEN TOOHES 

Th<H rhe said GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS 
i s in Court by r e 2 ~ on o f 

cou:ing w:ir.hin t.he purv:ie\..' of t.he JuveniJe and Domestic Re)ations 

Distr:ict Court }a .... .- \..'it:.hin t:he meaning of Title 16.1, Cr.apte:- 11, 

o:r L.::e Cooe of Virginia, Cl.950), as amended. 

~vicience upon said Petition 2nd being of the opinion that the 

s2id GLENN ALLEN TOOM:BS co~es within the ju~isd:iction of 

r.he Juvenile and Domestic Relations Dist.:rict Court }av.· 2s embra_c;:ed 

in Title 16.1, Chapter 11 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as 

, 20enoed, doth so adjudicat:e 2nd doth ORDER that t:he said GLENN 

j 

l ALLEN TOOMBS 

I 
be committed, and doth hereby commit him to the 

! care and custody of the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

I I; . ; 
It further appearing to the Court. from .the evidence and from 

1 ., proper studies ·heretofore made and filed herein that it· is for the 

said GLENN ALLEN TOOMB' s · ~- -. best ·interest and that of the State 

that the said -·child be separated permanently from his parents, the 

se:ia G1E:nda Carol Deaner Toombs and "Willi:am'Allen Toombs, and that 

211 p2rental ·rights of said parents be terminated, it is so ORDERED; 

and the said Lynchburg Division of Social Services shall be free 

- Ir-



_o nlace said child for adoption and consent thereto and make such 

· ~r~anent plans for said child as may.othenvise be within the scope 

of their 2uthority. 

Given under my hand this1J~faay of :Dec.ember, 1979. 

Judge 
S:en end Objected To anci Appeal 
i\ot:ed Decem:.,er 21, 1979 I 

J I 1,. :,, / 
1
!.: ' 

I ;, I' \ I \ .' J .... "' ~ ~ 
--.-_,,-;-:;',-----;-;--____,__,.--·-\ ·_· _ .. _c_· '_· _!.l_1 

'---=· :_..,_-___ :· _~ .J.\ __ ' _· \. " \ · 
Frank \,1 • Morrison 

.. ._..Attorney for . 
Glenda Carol Deaner Tooubs and 
~illiam Al1en Toosbs 

: I 

. I I I 
I • 

/ 
,-

VIRGlliIA:: · · . 
01 this 21st day of Decenber, 1979,:on notion of Frank W. M:>rrison, attorney ·for 

Glenda Carol ~er TcxJmbs and William Allen 'Itx:rnbs, an appeal is granted to the January, 
1980 Term of the Circuit Court for t:he City ~f Lynchburg, Virg0i_a. --. ... / / 

••.• .J' .•.• ~ ,· // • • · ',, l ,.. ,Judge 
.......--.. ,,, , ... I•• .(. ·/ ~ /' I :..._ ___ __,::,..;.......:-;. ______ __;____;_~/_,_ __ -:-_~ 

- /q -
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VIRGINIA: 
IN THE LYNCHBURG JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
DISTRICT COURT 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
* 

IN RE: CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS * 
* 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

- 0 R D E R -

This day came the . Lynchburg Di vis ion of Social Services, by 

counsel~ which has petitioned the Court for the permanent separation 

of CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
from her parents and placement of said 

child with the Lynchburg Di vis ion of Social Services for the purposev 

of Adoption; and, 

Upon the Motion of Frank W. Morrison, attorney for William A ,. 

Allen Toombs and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, to continue the fi~:J:1: 
disposition of this matter until such time as Glenda Carol Deaner 

ToomQS could be evaluated by Dr. Wayne Sloop, and until the LynchbuL5 

~ivision of ?ocial Servic~s had allowed the parents of CAROLYN ANN 

TOOMBS to· re.sume visitation being overruled, the Court did consider 

rhe evidence upon the within Petition; 

And it appearing to the Court as follows: 

That the name of said child is CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
I 

that ~he was born on D b 14 1974 ecem er , , 

, and 

That the mother of said child is Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs; 

That the father of said child is William Allen Toombs; 

- :JO-



That Frank W. Morrison, attorney for Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs 

and William 'Allen Toombs, and Sherwood S. Day, Guardian ad Litem for 

the said CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
, are present in Court; 

That the said CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS is in Court by reason of 

coming within the purview of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

District Court law within the meaning of Title 16.1, ·chapter 11, 

of the Code of Virginia, (1950), as amended. 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, the Court, having heard the 

evidence upon said Petition and being of the opinion that the 

said CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
comes within the jurisdiction of 

the Juvenile and Domestic Relation·s District Court law as embraced 
- -. ·- .!' '. ~' • . •• 

in Title 16.1, ~h~pter 11 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as 

amended, doth so.adjudicate and doth ORDER th.at the said CAROLYN·· . ':: ~_,, .. -

ANJ:.~ TOOMBS 
be committed, and doth hereby commit her to the 

care and custody of the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

It further appearing to the Court from the evidence and from 

p~oper studies heretofoie made and filed herein that it is for the 

said ·CAROLYN ANN TOOMB's best interest and that of the State 

that the said child be. separated permanently from her parents, the 

said Glenda Carol Dean~r T;ombs and William Allen Toombs, and that 

all parental rights of' saiq;. parents b·e terminated, it is so ORDERED; 
. . ~ . . ,,. . i 

and the said Lynchburg Division of Social Services shall be free 

to place said child for adoption and consent thereto and make such 
-

permanent plans for said child as may otherwise be within the scope 

-.:l{ -
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-. 

of their authority. 

Given under my hand this ·"l, I µ,;day o-f 
:!.. December, 19 79. 

Seen and Objected To and Appeal 
No.ted December 21, 1979 

·. 
I 
I • 

I', 
' I 

. ' . •. -.....: , -
. • ' ~ •. . , I. \ ... 

Frank ~- Morrison 
Att:orney for 
Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs 
William Allen Toombs 

VIRGD'UA: 

\ 
.. 

and 

(- - / ,.,,.-_,,/.' ' 
( ~·_,. /, ./ /,.. / / ~ / ' - /. /. .. ,-; ,, 

Judge 

\ I 
I 

' ~ 

\./ I 
I 

.I . ...... __ .,.. 
·• 
1: 

Qi this 21st day of December, 1979, on notion of Frank W. 1'-brrison, att.c n 

for Glenda Carol Deaner Tcx:rnbs ana William Allen 'ltXJmbs I an appeal is granted to the 
January, 1980 Term of the Circuit Court for the City of Lynchburg, Virginia .. 

- ~---.-----r-~.- - . -·-. -. ;------:-:-- - - • •.. -•·,, --... ~';7"" ~--::;-- •• ,,..... ~---,-·-::...--·-··- - .-. -. - ,-;:""'""'~-.---c:-- ·.~-:=.---:-:::::-··C'7,.,._-. ~~~~-~-
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;·~RGINlA: n~ THE LYl\C:' ;', :JRG JUVE!~ 11. ... E AND nn:;~STIC RELAT} o~~s 
'-....____/ 

DISTRICT co1_;i~T 

..,"; * * * * * * * * * * -}: * * * * * * ;'r * ;': 

C0>1MONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA * 
* 

- 0 R D E R -

IN RE: THOMAS LEE TOOMBS * 
* 
* 

* * * * 
_._ 

* * * * * " * * * * * * * -;'r * * 

This day came the Lynchburg Division of Social Services, by 

cotmsel, which has petitioned- the Court, for .... the perman.§.nt separation 

of THOMAS LEE TOOMES from his. parents and placement of said 

child with the Lynchburg Division of Social Services loi the purpose 

of Adoption; and, 

Upon the Motion of Frank W. Morrison·, attorney for William 

Allen Toombs and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, to continue the final 

disposition of this matter until such time as Glenda Carol Deaner 

Toombs could be evaluated by Dr. Wayne Sloop, and until the Lynchburg 

Division of Social Services had allowed the parents of THO:MAS LEE 

T00r1ES to resume visitation being overruled, the Court did consider 

the evidence upon the within Petitidn; · 

And it appearing to the Court as '.follows: 
,•r: 

That the n21Ile of said child is THOMAS LEE TOOMBS 
I 

, and 

:::-;c.r: he 1-:as born on June 18, 1976 

That the mother of said child is Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs; 

That the father of s2ic child is William Allen Too111bs; 
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That Frank W. l·:orrison, attorney for Glenda Carol Deaner Tuor. . ..JS 

..: Ei"l1i21D Allen Too!iJ~s. c.na Shen·.'ood S. Day, Guarcian ad Lite~: i .r r:n \..J 

:.he s2id THOMAS LEE TOOMBS , are uresent in Cou~t; 

That the said THOMAS LEE TOOMBS is in Court by reason 01 

comin~ within the purv~ew of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

District Court law within ·the mean{ng of Title 16.1, Chapter 11, 

of the Code of Virginia, (1950), as amended. 

UPGJ~ COl~S1D~?'-L.TlON \·:H~F.?-OF, the Court, having he: a rd the 

evidence upon said Petition and being of the opinion that the 

sc;id THOM.AS LEE TOOMBS comes within the jurisdiction of 

the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court Jaw as emb:racec' 

in Title 16.1, Chapter 11 of the Code of Virginia (1950) ·as 
.. 

amended, doth so adjudicate and doth ORDER that the said T~-OMAS 

LEE TOOMBS be· c·ommitted, and doth hereby commit him to th 

care and custody of the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

It fur~her appearing to the Cou~t from the evidence and from 
. 

. proper studies heretofore made and filed herein that it is for the 

said THOMAS LEE TOOMB's best interest and that of the State · 

that the said.chi!~ be_separated perrnanent~y from his parents, the 

said Glenca Carol Deaner Too~bs 2nd William Allen Toombs, and that 

all p2rent2l rights of s2id parents be terminated, it is so ORDEREL; 

2nd the said Lynchburg Division of Social Services shall be free 

to place said child for adoption· and consent thereto and make such 
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permanent plans for said chil..d ·as may otheI"""INise be within the scope 

of their authority. 

Given under my hand this· J_/.~'day of December., 1979. 

\-:1e ask £or this: 

Sh" er··~ood S. Jay 
~u~rdian ad Li~e3 for 
Thos2s Lee Toombs 

een and Objected To and _.;ppeai · 
Koted Dece~ber 21, 1979 

-

' - Judge 

) 

j . ,-, l i \ 1' .i A • ' - r· . . \ ~, \--. , ; 
1. I·:.,;( . ~ .... i, .•.. ,.,,,,'l'L)\,,· ,,.,_ .. '\. 
. --.·-~---=...,.---;----'----------..:,'--......,---'.,,'-. -\ ,· 
rank W. Morrison l 

.'"\ttorney. for 
Glenda Carol Dcc:ner Toou-ibs and ., ... 

. ··. illiam Allen.Toombs 

I 

VIRGJNIA: ·an this 21st day of DecSnber, 1919, on notion of Frank W. M:):ITisan, 
;1enda Carol Deaner 'To:Jmbs and William Allen 'Tocrnbs, an appeal is granted to 

. .J..980 Term of the Circuit Court for· the City of Lynd1?urg_, Virgmia. · 

attorney for 
the. JanUary I 



VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG 

IN RE: GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS 
CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
THOMAS LEE TOOMBS 

MOTION FOR HOME STUDY INVESTIGATION, 
VISITATION RIGHTS AND CONTINUANCE 

COMES NOW William Allen Toombs and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, 

mother and father of the children in 'Caption, by counsel, and moves 

this Honorable Court to order an independant investigation of the 

current background, living circumstances, social environment and 

living conditions of said parents and their fitness as parents and 

the relationship which they have with the children in caption, whic·h. 
/ 

investigation :i_t is requested be conducted by John Turner of Family 

& Child Counseling Center of Central Virginia, Inc. or otherwise; 

that the Court order .that said parents be immediately granted reason­

able visitation rights pending_ the h_earing_, and that this cause be 

continued until the 1st day of May, 1980. 

Frank West Morrison 
Bell, Coward, Morrison & Spies 
715 Court Street 
Post Office Box 739 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24505 
804-528-0411 

DATED: January 9, 1980 

By: 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM ALLEN TOOMBS AND 
GLENDA CAROL DEANER TOOMBS 

~lt//,0~-
Of Counsel 

,. ·j 



IN RE: 

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG 

GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS 
CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 
THOMAS LEE TOOMBS ORDER 

THIS CAUSE came on to be heard on the 15th day of February, 1980, on 

the motions of William Allen Toombs and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, mother and 

father of the children in caption, for an independent home study investigation, 

for visitation rights to said children and the continuance of the case until 

visitation rights could be exercised for a number of months, and, for a Court 

Reporter to transcribe further proceedings in this. matter·, ·and was argued by 

counsel; 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, it is hereby ordered that an investigation 

be conducted by John Turner, Family & Child Counseling Center of Central Virginia, 

Inc., concerning the current background, living circumstances, social environment 

and living conditions of William Allen Toombs. and Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs, as 

well as all questions relating to their fitness as Earents ··and the relationship 

which they have with the children in caption .and that the Lynchburg Division c;>f 

Social Services will make the children available to visit with their parents 

during times when Mr. Turner is present and wishes to, see the interaction between 

them and that all other public agencies in the Lynchburg area shall provide Mr. 

Turner with copies of any records and data concerning the children i_n caption or 
I 

their parents. The original of the written report of the investigation shall be 

sent to the Court prior to the current hearing date of April 14, 1980, and a 

copy thereof shall be given to all attorneys of record. 

It is further ordered by the Court that the Circuit Court report 

electronically record all further hearings in this matter and make a transcript 

thereof available to the parents of the children in caption upon their request 

therefor. 

--- _ ... ,~ . ......,... ·=---·- .~···~-~---..--c•~··--··-·-~--
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Finally, the Court doth deny the request of the parents of the children 

in caption that they be given reasonable visitation rights pending a hearing in 

this cause and the parents, by counsel, respectfully object and accept to said 

decision of the Court. 

/Jl~lu;Jcfe~ 
R. Mitchell Garbee 
Attorney for Petitioner 

Frank West Morrison 
Attorney for William Allen Toombs and 

Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs 

~.Ji}-
Sherwood S. Day ' ) 
Guardian ad litem 

for Glenn Allen Tooms, Carolyn Ann 
Toombs and Thomas Lee Toombs 

. ., ' 

Entered: 

Judge 

Date: 

APR 8 - 7980 



MaJz.c.h 14, 19 80 

M6. Be.Uy Hili.ma.n, Soci.al Wofl.keJz. 
Ve.pa.M:me.nt o 6 Soci.al SeJz.vic.e.6 
7O1 Ho£Li.n6 S.tlte.e;t 
Lync.hbuJLg, VA 24504 

Ve.a.Jt M6. Hillman: 

Re.: Ge.end.a. CaJz..Ol Toomb.o 
SSN: 229-78-2770 
VOB: 5/16/54 

A6 1te.q u.e.6 :te.d, I am .6 e.nd-<-ng you. .tJUJ.i le;t:te.Jt c.o nc.e.JI.n.iJ1 g /vllL6 • Too mb.o :to p!tO vide 
in601tma:ti..on 601t he.It u.pc.orrU.ng c.ou.Jt:t appe.aJta.n.c.e.. 

/vllL6. T oomb.6 ha.o be.e.n a. pa.lie.n;t wi..:th :the. c.linic. .oinc.e. 19 71 • Appa.1te.n:ti.y, /vllL6. 
Toomb.6' mothe.Jt bJtOu.gh:t heJz. he.1te. be.c.a.u..oe. /vllL6. Toomb.o wa.o p!tOm.Ui C.UOu..6, ha.d :to · 
have. a.n a.bo.tz..:U.,on., a.nd wa.o cli..66ic.u.U :to handle. a.:t home. A:t tha.:t :time, .ohe. 
WlL6 6 e.elin.g pa.n.ic.1<.y, :te.YL6 e., a.nd had cli.. 6 6ic.u.Uie..o with in;te.Jtpe.M on.al Jte.la.lio n -
hhip.6. 

Mtr...6 • Too mb.6 ha.6 b e.e.n a plt.t.i.e.n;t on a.n. i.ntcuuni:t:te.n;t b a.oil.> .6 inc.e. 1 9 71 , and ha.o 
.6 e.en.a. nu.mb e.Jt o 6 cli.. 6 6 e.Jte.n:t. :th V111.pi.6 .t.6 • She. mih.o e6 heJz. appoin:tme.n:t.6 61te.q u.e.n:te.y. 
H e.!t dia.g n..M e6 a.Jte.: ( 1 ) Bo.1tde.JLU11.e. Me.ntai. Re:taJtda.ilo n, a.n.d ( 2 ) S c.hizoid 
Pe.M on.a.U:ty .. Vi.oo!tdeA. P1t0gno.6i.6 60.Jt -;the. pa.:tie.nt i.6 pooJt. She. c.ome..6 :to :the 
c.linic. 60.1t .6u.ppo.tz..:U_ve.-le.ve.l p.6 yc.ho:thV111.py .6 e.6.6ioYL6 ~nd 60.Jt c.hemo:the.Jta.py. 
V It. Be.l:t!ta.n., o Ult p.6 y cJua.:tJLil.d, ha:.6 p!te.J.:i c.Jtib e.d Tho 1ta.zin. e. and Cog e.n:tin 6 o Jt h e.Jt. 
MIL6. Toombt, i.6 no:t a.i.JJJay.o 1te.J.:ipoYL6jble. 601t .tah.ing he.It me.die.a.lion p1topeJli..y; 
.6he. .6ome.time..o :take.J.:i moJte. me.cli..ca:Uon :than i.6 plte.J.:ic.Jtibe.d 601t heft, aUhou.gh 
:the. dange.M o 6 .6 u.c.h a p!ta.c.:tic.e. have. be.e.n d-<-1.> C.U.6.6 e.d wi..:th he.It in deX..o.il. 

Mi.6. Toomb.6 .ti:till 6e.e.l.6 qu.i:te. a.n.uou.o and :te.Me. a.:t :time..o, and .6a.1Jli tha.:t .ohe. 
:taku e.x.:tlw. me.d-<-c.a.ilon. :to c.ontJtOl :thi.6. He.It 1te.la.li0Mhip with he.It hu.oban.d 
appe.a!t.6 :to involve. .6 o me. c.o n. 6lic..t.6; he. do u n.o :t .6 e.e.m :to u.n.delt.6 :ta.n.d he.It c.o n.cl<.tio n., 
a.n.d i.6 no:t ve.Jty .6u.ppo.Jttive. 06 he.Jt. Mtr..6. Toomb.o c1..a.i.rM :tha.:t hhe. wa.n.U :to 
have. heft c.hild!te.n. wLth he.Jt, bu.:t wa.n:t.6 :to ma.l<.e. hu.Jte. :tha.:t heJz. "ne.Jtve.6" a.Jte. .o:ta.ble. 
be.601te. .6he. :ta.1<.e.J.:i on :tha.:t 1te.6pon.6ibili:ty. She. .oe.e.m6 :to 6e.a.Jt .6he. will have 
an.otheJz. "b1te.al<.down", and woJz..Jtie.6 ':tha.:t .ohe. will have. :to 1te;tu.Jtn :to a p.6yc.hia.:t!tic. 
h 0.6 pi:ta.l. 

Mtr...6. Toomb.6' a66e.c.:t i.6 Mu.ally qu.i:te. 6la.:t. She. i.6 oJzi..e.nte.d in. :te.Jtm.6 06 pe.Mon., 
plac.e., and :ti.me.. HeJz. ju.dge.me.nt, howe.veJz., i.6 bu:t de..oc.Jzi..be.d a..6 6a.ilt. No e.vide.nc.e 

. . (__, :'/I 
l._,( )"-°· ~ ' • . _', Ir!, . ~ 

··;.,. ~E'H'T~l HEALTH SUVICES e MENTAL RETARDATION SERVICES e SU!SUNCE ABUSE SERVICES .r..4/fo':fs~T~~&ll, SERVICES 

Serving 1he Cilies of Lynchburg and Bedford and lhe Counties of Amherst, Appomattox, Bedford an'alf:ampbell 
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M6. Be;tty Hillman, Soci..a.,t Wo11.lz.vz. 
Ve.paA:tme.nt o 6 Soci..a.,t Svz.vic.e.-6 
MaJz.c.h 14, 1980 
Page. 2 

Re.: Ge.e.nda. CaJWl Toomb.6 

o 6 hall.ucl.no..:tion.6, de.£.u.tiion, olL ideJU o 6 1te.6e1tence have. be.en iliwe.d _ 
ILe.c.mtly. She. de.niu any .tiuici..dai. ide.<Ltion a.t. .tJU.6 :time. Hvz. memoJty i.6 
intact 601L 11.ec.erz:t event6, 6ai!L 601t ILemo.te. event6. She. o 6.te.n p!Le..6 ent6 a .6 hy, 
ahnMt du.f.dLLk.e. appea.Jtance.. M!z-6. T oomb.ti o 6.te.n ha.ti di6 fri-c.uliy e.xp1Le..6.6in9 
hvz. 6e.eLing.6 olL corrmwU.c.a.t.ing he.It p1Loblem6 in .the.JLapy. She. appea.M .to have. 
Liilf..e. inhigh.t in.to he.IL p1Loblem6 and appea.M .to be. .6oci.ally wlihd!Lawn. 

Sinc.e. Janua.Jty 1, 19 80, M!z-6. Toomb.6 ha.ti k.e.p.t .th!Le.e. appoirz:tme.nt.6, c.ance.U.e.d 
one. appoin.tment, and de.6aui..ted .two appoirz:tmen:t.6. 

I.t i.6 my nee.ling .tha.t. M!z-6. Tbomb.6 woui.d no.t be able. .to c.a1te. 601L he.It c.hild!ten 
plLo pVli.y, due .to he.IL men:tai. heal.th .6:1.:IW.L6 and he.It in.tel.f.e.Ww.1. abili;Ue.-6 • 
In adcll:tion, U i.6 quu.tionable. a.ti .to whet.he.IL Mtt6. Toomb.6 1Leaily want6 .the. 
1Le..6pon.6ibil.Uy 601L he.It c.illdlten; -0he .6ee.m6 .to doub.t i6 -0he i.6 emotionally 
1teady .to handle. he.It c.hildlten. Sinc.e I have no.t me.t wUh MIL. ToombJ.>, U i.6 
di6 fri-c.uli 601L me .to de.teJun.i.ne i6 he. can plLovide. a.dequa.t.e ca11.e. 601L hi!.> 
child/ten. Howe.ve.Jt, U i.6 my unde1t1.>.tanding .tha.t. he. i.6 employed; .the.1te.601Le., 
m0.6.t 06 .the 1Le6pon-0ibility would Ue. wUh Mtt6. ToombJ.>. 

BMed on .the. volume 06 in601tma.lion in he.IL f,ile, fuc.U.6.6ion.6 wUh he.It pJte.vioU.6 
.thvz.a.pi.6.t.6, and my own ob.6eAVaUOn.6, u i.6 my opinion .tha.t. Miu.. Toomb.6' ! 
pMgn0.6.i-6 i-6 ve.Jty pooJt. ._! 

PleMe. con.ta.ct me Lf; I can pJtovide. any 6u.Jt.the1t in601Una.t.ion. I would 
appJte.cla..te U i6 you coui.d in601tm me 06 .the. outcome. 06 .the. M:vi.ch 20 hea.Jting. 

;{~)(. ~} (Y}.fJr. 

Ka.t.hvU.ne. K. Bowe.IL, M.A. 
CoUMeLing P.6 ychologi-6.t 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC 
845-9048 

KKB/6 
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CHILD CUSTODY EVALUATION 

Referred By: Lynchburg Circuit Court 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Date of Court Hearing: April 14, 1980 

Assessed by: John S. Turner, M.S.W. 

Agency: Family and Child Counseling Center, Inc. 
P.O. Box 26 
Monroe, Virginia 24574 

- 31-
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3-30-80: 

4-2-80: 

4.'..9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-9-80: 

4-11-80: 

4-11-80: 

Interviews/Contacts 

Revi~wed case records received from Frank Morrison. 

Betty Hillman, Lynchburg Social Services, In-person 

Kathy Bowers, Psychologist, Mental Health Clinic, Telephone. 

Child Development Clinic, Reviewed Case Records, In-person. 

Betty Hillmen, Lynchbua:g Social, Services, In-person. 

Mrs. Chapman and Toombs children, Home Visit 

Mr. and Mrs. Toombs, Home Visit 

Mrs. Chapman, Telephone 

Sherwood Day, Telephone 

Betty Hillman, Lynchburg Social Services, In-person. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toombs, Home Visit (Not Home?) 

4-11-80: Lynchburg Social Services, Review Case Records, In-person. 

4-12-80: Mr. Toombs, Home Visit 

4-12-80: Frank Y. Morrison, Telephone 

- _3;:! -
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Re: Glenn Allen Toombs 

Age: 6 years 

Date of Birth: August 13, 1980 

Sex: Male 

Re: Carolyn Ann Toombs 

Age: 5 years 

Date of Birth: December 14, 1974 

Sex: Female 

Re: Thomas Lee Toombs 

Age: 3 years 

Date of Birth: June 18, 1976 

Natural Parents: 

Father: William Allen Toombs 

Address: Lot 40, Tanglewood 

Rustburg, Virginia 

Mother: Glenda Carol Deaner 

Address: Same as above 

Trailer Park 

Toombs 

Present Custodians: Since September, 1976, the Toombs children 

have been in the custody of the Lynchburg 

Department of Social Services. 

Circumstances of Referral: 

This evaluation was conducted· for the Lynchburg Circuit.Court, upon··~. 

the re1quest of Frank W. Morrison, attorney for the natural parents. 

Mr. Morrison asked the evaluator t~. assess the current ba~kground, 

living circumstances, social envirc>"nment, and. parental fitness of 

the natural parents, as well as the relationship they have with 

their children. The evaluator also made an assessment as to which 

adults constitute the psychological parents of the Toombs children 

and what type of living arrangement would be in the best interests 

of these children. 

-33-
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Introductory Remarks: 

It should be noted that the evaluator tried but was unable to conduct 

a full-scale interview with the natural parents. Mr. Toombs refusal 

to be interviewed was probably due to the fact that the social worker 

who has been working with the Toombs family for several years accom­

panied the evaluator when he made initial contact with the natural 

parents. Presumably, Mr. Toombs, who acts as family spokeman, con­

cluded that because social worker and the evaluator were together 

it precluded an i~partial evaluation of his living circumstances. 

Because the parents have an extensive history of contact with 

various social service agencies, etc, particularly in regard to 

matters concerning the welfare of their children, they seem to 

have become very suspicious regarding the int~nt of such agencies. 

Because the natural parents w0uld not con~ent to an interview the 

infonnation used to assess this couple's, fitness was based upon a 

comprehensive review of case files as well as interviews with 

professional persons who have worked with this family. 

Parental Fitness of Natural Parents: 

It is the evaluator's opinion that neither the natural father nor 

mother have the parental capacity to give their children the basic 

physical and emotional care which every child needs for normal 

development and growth. For example, the Central Virginia Mental 

Health Clinic states that Mrs. Toombs exhibits "borderline mental 

retardation", and that she has been diagnosed as a "schizophrenic" 

for which she has been on thorazine, an anti-psychotic drug, for 

a number of years. The clinic reports that her intellectual abilitY­

is very limited and that it is doubtful that she has or ever will 

have the capaci·,ty 'to function .as an effective par~nt to three children. 

Second, in addition to a number of psychiatric hospitalizations, 
. I 

Mrs. Toombs reportedly attempted suicide in September, 1976, in 

response to her mar~tal separation, after which she entrusted her 

children to the Lynchburg Department of Social Services in whose 

custody they have been since. Third, in addition to having spent 

-1'1-
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time in prison for grand larceny, and having spent two months in 

Central State Hospital, the case records depict Mr. Toombs as an 

'alcoholic• who has difficulty keeping a job and who tends to 

lead a transient lifestyle. Finally, while the Toombs family was 

intact there were several instances in which public agencies 

intervened to safeguard the welfare of the children. 

Psychological Parents 

It is the evaluator's firm belief that the natural parents are not 

the psychological parents of their children. Too much time has 

elapsed since the children spent regular time with their parents, 

and since foster placement the parental visitations with the 

children have been too infrequent for the maintenance of psychological 

ties between them. In addition the Toombs children are at a develop­

mental stage where there is usually a rapid diminution in the 

( 
\ 

psychological ties between parent and child according to the extent , 

to which they have lived apart without frequent visitation. ~J 

The evaluator's opinion is that there are very ··strong psychological 

ties between the Toombs children and their foster parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Chapman. The psychological bonds which exist between them do 

not depend upon the technicality of a biological or legal relationship. 

The Chapmans have been longtime caretakers of these children and 

crucial bonds have formed between them which cannot be disturbed 

without harm. ·To safeguard the familial bonds that have develoi:>ed 

between them and to provide ·continui·ty in the care of these children 

it is essential that· they remain with the Chapmans. 

The evaluator's finn conviction is that if the Court terminates 

parental rights the Toombs children should not be separated from 

the Chapman family in order to be place for adoption with a new 

family who lorould constitute psychological strangers to these 

__ children. These children have already become the victims of 

multiple placements, a process which can be quite deleterious to 

any child's development and growth. For the past three years 

they have enjoyed a continuous and security-inducing relationship· 

- .3S--



with the entire Chapman family, a large extended family which appears 

to be rather closely knit. These children have begun to lead a 

normal life with a family who has exhibited the ability to provide 

them with much needed emotional and physical care. 

Reco!TD'Tlendatio~1s: 

That the Court terminate the parental rights of the natural parents. 

That the Lynchburg Department of Social Services work toward 

permanently placing the Toombs children with the Chapman family. 

A subsidized adoption arrangement would be optimal for these 

children. 

That the Court protect the· continuity of relationships between 

the foster parents and Toombs children and that the Court protect 

the children from visitation with psychological strangers by 

denying visitation privileges to the natural parents. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~J.~~ 
.John S. Turner, M.S.W. 
Family Therapist 
Family and Child Counseling Center,Inc. · 
P.O. Box 26 
Monroe, Virginia 24574 
929-2202 

I 

. ·- .... ~ 



Parent-Child Visitation 

C!!JLIJ CUSTODY EV AL.Ul\T.fOJJ 
ADDE!WlJM 

On April 15, 1980, the evaluator transported the Toombs children to 

their natural parents' in order to observe the parent-child interaction. 

While enroute to the Toombs' home Glenn remarked that he would be glad when 

the visit was over so he could get back home to play trucks with his friends 

who live near the Chapmans. On the other hand, Carolyn was quite talkative 

while riding in the car and while visiting with her parents. Carolyn seems 

to enjoy adult attention and will compete with her siblings to receive it. 

~fuen we arrived the parents seemed very glad to see their children, giving 

each child a hug and kiss. Generally, Glenn exhibited little desire to 

interact with his parents to which the parents seemed to respond similarly 

once they realized that Glenn did not wish to get involved with them. The 

parents gave more attention to Carolyn and Thomas. Ms. Toombs initiated 

· much 1 ess in terac ti on with the children than did her husband, who seemed 

to function as the responsible parent. In fact, Ms. Toombs seems to be more 

-·of a peripheral parental figure who gives the impression of being dependent 

on her husband for direction concerning caring for the children. 

While enroute to see her parents Carolyn expressed an eagerness to 

see some toys which she believed they had waiting to give to her. She 

seemed disappointed then they told her they had not purchased _any toys for 

any of the children. When the evaluator told the parents that the visitation 

needed to be brought to a close Gl.enn ran out of the trailer and jumped into 

the evalutor's car without saying good-bye to his parents. None of the 

children exhibited any. separation dis tress when parting from _their par en ts. 

When we arrived back at the Chapman's Glenn wandered off to play while 

Carolyn and Thomas rested contentedly in the laps of two teenage nieces who 

were visiting with Hs. Chapman and who seem to be quite attached to these 

two youngsters and vice versa. 

Concluding Remarks 

It is the evaluator's recommendation that the court terminate parental 

rights and deny the parents visitation with their children. Such visitation 
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would hann the children by undermining their sense of security in so far 

as promoting a feeling that their living arrangement is not a permanent one. 

These children need continuity in their living arrangement and in their 

relationship with their psychological family, the Chapmans. In light of 

these needs parental visi ta ti on would cons ti tu te a hollow exercise con­

ducted for the sake of the parents. 

The evaluator s.trongly urges the Lynchburg Department of Social 

Services to work toward transforming the current foster arrangement 

with the Chapman family into a permanent living arrangement.The Chapman 

family has been the longtime caretaker of the~~ chilHren and there is 

a strong psychological bond between them which if severed would cause 

the children to regress and have difficulty forming attachments to new 

parents who would be psychological strange!s·. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John S. Turner, M.S.W. 
Family Therapist 
Family and Child Counseling Center 
P.O. Box 26 
Monroe, Virginia 24574 
929-2202 
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GARBEE 

0 

A 

0 

( 

Your name is Betty Hillman? 

Yes. 

And you are a social service worker for the 

Division of Social Services? 

A That is right. 

Q Do you know Mr. and Mrs. William Toombs? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 What is your relationship to Mr. and Mrs. 

Toombs? 

A Since April 1977, I have been the foster 

care worker with their children. 

Q Has it been your primary responsibility to 

work with th~ parents and try to work toward the return 

of the children to the home? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you were the person in the department 

that was responsible for pursuing that goal? 

A Right. 

Now I believe that you filed the petition for 

the permane.nt separ'ation of these three children from 

the a do p t.i v e pare n ts , . ·. i s " th a t r i g ht ? 

A 

0 

A 

Yes, I did. 

When was that petition filed? 

This was in August, 1979. 



0 And what prompted you to file the petition? 

A Well, at that time, I felt and the agency 

felt that we had worked with this family since 1976, 

in September, and we felt that the. parents would not 

in the future ever be able to offer a stable, secure 

home with the continuity of care that they needed in 

order to be reared like they should. 

0 All right. Now you said that the department 

became involved in this family in September 1976? 

A Right. 

Q Under what circums.tances did the department 

become involved? 

A At that time the paternity service was 

:- involved because they had a call that a Ms. Toombs, 

who wa~. then ·living with her parents, had tried to 

:! a t tempt s u i c i de ear 1 i er i n the afternoon and w a s not 

able to care for the children, and her parents were not 

able t6 care for the~ so at.that time she was encouraged 

to .entrust the children to our department to place in 

foster care until she was able to care for them. At that 
,, 

time Mr. Toombs was in·jail~ I think. 

Q O.K. At that time, di8 Mrs. Toombs voluntarily 

entrust the children to the custody and care of the 

department? 

A Yes, sir~ she did. 
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0 All right, how long was that entrustment to 

last? 

A This lasted six months until March 1977. 

At that time, the service did not ·feel that Mrs. Toombs 

was any better able to look after the chiUdren so in 

a Court hearing in the J&D Court, our department was 

given temporary custody. 

Q Was that in Lynchburg? 

A Yes, it was, 

;) Juvenile & Domestic Court? O.K. What has 

been happening since March 1977 Mith the Department of 

Social Services in an attempt tb work with this family? 

A Wel-1.; soon after i-n. September, Glenda Carol 

was given to me as a foster care worker and during the 

following month; we worked with her, and she was referred 

to mental health, she--

Q You are referring to Mrs. Toombs when you say 

she--

.A Yes, to the Mental Health Clinic . She had 

been referred to Mental ~~alth, she had been referred to 

mental retard~tion and to'the health clinic: She went 

I 

to see the children about once a ~onth which had been 

going on ever since they had been out there. Then in 

i· July, Mr. Toombs was released from priso-n aiid he went to 

- cf/ -
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2harlotte County for several months to work in tobacco 

and we did have a visit with the children in August when 

they came back. 

Q They were still under the--

A Yes, that is right. In the fall of 1977, 

he came back to Lynchburg and I had Mr. and Mrs. Toombs 

in my office and we discussed the things we felt they 

needed to do in order-to get the children back. Mr. 

Toombs had several jobs during this period. They were 

living in Mrs. Toomb's parents home, they had several 

apartments and finally tpey lived in a trailer. In 

December of this year, we had them in, I guess, about 

once a month, and the children spent two nights and 

,, 
:, three d a y s , I th i .n k , in the tr a i 1 er w i th them . 

" 
" 

Then in January, Carolyn Ann, one of the 

children, had bronchitis a~d was hospitalized, so we 

feit like no more visits overnight would be good in bad 

weather, sa-we didn't hive-any mbr~ overnight visits. 

0 Excus_e me. How soon after the visit took 

place did the hospitalization take place? 

A -I think probably four or five days. 

Q O.K. 

A Just the change, you know, we thought it was 

best that we take no more chances. Then I believe in 
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~pril of that year-~ 
. ' 

0 You are talking abo~t 1978? 

A Right, 1978, the Toombs moved back to Charl0tte 

County and he had a job working in tobacco. During the 

period that he had been in Lynchburg, we had not been 

able to get them to sign the contract that we had 

discussed .. I took it out to the trailer one day and 

Nr. Toombs· was-. very upset -that day ... ,He-had been having 

trouble getting food stamps in Campbell County so I 

left the p~pers fo~ him to look over and to sign and 

they got lost or somethin~. 

0 What did the" contract basically provide? 

A Well, I think the main thing was that they 

would have to have a suitable place for the children to 

live, he should have 5ome means of support or income. 

ln Campbell County the case of their oldest child had 

I• ·1 been in Campbell County before, and we recommended that 

the· oidest child be in fe~ter care there, the children 

should not be at home with Mrs. Toombs alone unless.there 

was a baby sitter, so he had to be able to find a baby 

·1 
sitrer that~ c~µld stay wh~n he wasn't there. 

" O.K. and was the basis. of the contract w.ith Q 

Mr. and Mrs. Toombs was to do all of these things and 

. you would consider returni~g the children to them? 

A That is right. 
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r .. .::: i. Is that the same contract that was introduced 

into evide'nce in the juvenile court? 

A · I think so, yes. I--But we did not decide 

at that time, and in June when they were going to be in 

Charlotte County for awhile, I went with another worker 

down and we discussed the contract and they signed it 

this time. I also had referred the case to Charlotte 

County Department of Social Services and requested them 

to do a home study of the situation. 

Q Was that home study able to be completed? 

A Yes, it was co~pleted. 

Q All right. 

A I did not get it until August-but it was 

completed in August . 

0 . WliLr:e-Mr.-and Mrs. ·Toombs in-Charlotte County 

at that time--at the time the home study was completed? 

A They were when I got it but a few weeks later, 

" :; I th±nk, t•hey moved· back --to Lyffchburg. · 

Q Did ~ou ·consider returnjng the children to the 

j! Toombs after this home study· was made? 

A Well, we ~ere not enti~ely ~ure that it would 

be in the best interest of the children at that time. 

I had taken the children--we~l, MT. Toombs came up in 

August and took the children back to his mother-in-law's 

-'-J-4 -
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t~ stay for three or four ~ays. Mr. Toombs was not to 

be paid for the tobacco until about October and he was 

just charging things at the store and the baby sitter 

that he had, wanted him to pay her J.ike $100 a week, I 

thjnk, to her to baby sit and--

Q So it didn't--

A -~i~ ~as not a realistic situation. 

0 All right. Now other than the t·ime that the 

children went down to visit,, I believe, in August was 

the sisitation, or can you describe the rate of visitation 

during 1978? 

A 
In the winter after Carolyn was sick, I think 

t~~Y might have missed one more time-when they went to 

Charlotte County. I think they came back around Easter 

and had a visit and he came back, I would say, around 

once a month on the average that they would come up and 

visit. 

Q 
Alf iight, were ahy more overnight visits 

allowed? 

A 
I don't believe they. had any.more at that time 

in August 1978. 

All right, now did -Mr. 1 and Mrs~ Toombs 

remain in Charlotte County? 

A 
No, they moved back in September and I was 

notified ·that they were back. 

Q Is that in 1978? 

.'I 
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A In 1978, right. 

0 What was the situation at that time? 

A I think they lived most of the time, I think 

that they were living here where they lived with Mrs. 

ToOmb's ~arents and he may have had a couple of jobs 

off and on and he was trying to find a place to live. 

0 Did they have a suitable, stable home that 

you would ·consider returning ·the children home to? 

A No, they didn't. They really didn't get 

settled down. 

Q How long did the~ remain in Lynchburg? 

A I think they remained in Lynchburg until about 

January. They did have the children during the Christmas 

holidays. They took them to--

Q · :~w.a . .s .t.ha t; :t.h-e. only visit between Augus.t. and 

January of 1979? 
.. 

A No, I said they had .. them probably once a 

month-: 

Q Oh, did the situation ever stabilize enough 

. . · for 9ou to consider returning the children to them?-

!; A ~o, in January th~y moved to-- . 

0 What was wrong with theisituation? 

,. A Well, they didn't really ever have a home to 
! 

;! 1 i v e i n or -he di d n ' t have a reg u 1 a r job . w hi 1 e they were 

here. 
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~pril, I think, to stay with her mother.I talked with 

Amelia County several times and I think they moved once. 

They got a house and they moved once and came back to 

Lynchburg finally. 
I think it was the first of June 

and Amelia County sent me a report but it was not complete 

because they moved back to Lynchburg before it was 

completed. 

Q 
So by the. time you had the investigation made 

in Amelia county completed, they had moved? 

A Right. Back to Lynchburg. 

Q 
What was the situation after they moved back 

to Lynchburg in January of 1~79? 

A 
Well, it was May when they moved back. 

Q May? 

I think they moved to the parents for awhile 
A 

and then they moved to a trailer where they are living 

on Rpute 29. 

Q -
O.K. And they have been living there ever 

si nee ? 

• 21 
As far as I kpow, they have . 

Q 
Have you been out there to the trailer? 

A Yes. 

Q 
Are they at the point where you feel they are 

rftady to get the children back again? 
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Q Well, they were living with Mrs. Toombs' 

A Yes, then in January, they moved to Amelia 
.I 

pa rents? 

County and he thought he had a job.up there and they 

moved to A~elia County and--

o· This is January 1979? 

A Right and we had tried to plan a lot of visits 

:m 
and he would call and the weather was bad and it was 

real foggy~~nd he was concerned about having the~-children 

home then, and at one time h~ told me ~e was goin~ to 

bring a lawyer down, I thin~; on Saturday, but he didn't 

come .. But he said he was coming so on Saturdayi I :n 
called Mrs. Toomb's parents ·home .and let the phone ring 

to see if he was there and I tried to call the foster 

\ 

home and tell them that he was com~ng. There were a 

couple of visits that we had planned but he was not 

able to make. 

: -o.~x.· Was-·he able to provide a suitable, 

stable home in Amelia County in January? 

A -well, 'again, we req'ue"sted the Social Services 

tl1ere to make a home visit~ We referred ~hem to Social ; 

Services to make a home study. In february, I·believe, :m 
Mrs. Toombs was hospitalized because of her nervous con-

dition in a hospital in Richmond. Then sh~ came back in 
I I 
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No, we just don't feel like it is a stable 

situation. Mrs. Toombs, I think, has been referred 

still to the Central Virginia Mental Health Clinic and 

the problem is still there. I think they visited the 

c~ildren in June and then a visit in July,on Saturday, : -

was plannedthey planned to come but they did not show up. 

I Mr·, Toombs had to work and I was getting ~eady to go on 

vacation and I think--

0 Do they call and· cancel their visits? 

A No, they do not call and cancel their visits--

and they called right bef~re I left for my vacation and 

I felt at that time that I needed to talk to them and 

to discuss the way the situation was and what we could 

do about it or the way that I felt about it because I 

had the feeling that probably it was going on the same 

~ way and one day I made an appointment with them and I 

told them that.I did n6t feel the ·children should visit 

so we could· hav·e· ac·0'conversation and Mr. Toombs called 

and I think· .he talked to a supervisor or somebody and 

., he w a s very p e 1 i g cf er a .n t because he co u 1 d n ' t see hi s 

~; child±en and that kind of thing, so as soon as I got 

b a ck i n A u g u s t , he ca 11 e d a n d go ti i n t o u ch wi t h me 

again and so we planned a visit for Saturday. He wa·s 

working so much that I still got to .go out and see 



the trailer and so I had to go after my no; dl working 

hours and at least see where the children L·ould visit 

and they did ~isit this Saturday in August, Saturday in 

August and after the visit, the foster mother said that 

Glenn Allen--

MORRISON I would object to the--what the foster mother 

said. 

COURT Sustained. 

A Well, I--

GAR BEE Don't talk about what somebody else said. 

A I am sorry: Well, I went out and called to 

Glenn Allen after that and he said he didn't think that 

William loved him any more and that he was fussing--

Q Glenn Allen told you that? He is one of the 

children? 

A Yes, he is the oldest one, so I didn't really 

go into it any more tha_n that, and at that time I felt 

like, you know, he said he ~ould take the case back to 

Court before I ever would let the children go back home 

and so--

,, 
MORRISON Your Honor, I move to strike all the evidence 

I 
of the children. I mean, if she is going Po testify to 

what the children had to say, they are of age and it 

- S'v -

.... 
""' 

' ,• ,. 
' 

' ! 

1· 
i 

i 



' .. 

would be better than her testimony .. It would be better 

to request the Court to have the children themselves. 

COURT You know, what the children say, it is not 

admissable proof of what they sajd but when children say 

certain things, I mean, ~he fact that they are children 

of at. least this age, they have certain responses and 

say certain things, you know it sort of like observing 

symptoms of a patient involved in an accident or something. 

It is not admissable for the truth of what they said but 

only that the children were saying it. The chidren were 

going around saying that ~y parents don't love me, you 

know, pr parents abuse. It may n~t be evidence of abuse 

but it· is evidence of someone with this state of mind and 

-all of this, I think, is material and relevant to the 

issues in the case. I think if the children said that, 

~ I think it has some relevance as to the relationship of 

a parent to "the child .. It might even be able to show 
~. 

Ji that the Ea,ther does love .the child .and that is what 

~ the child ha~ said and it could be evidence in the child's 
.·: 

- •' or - .:.. - a 11 r i g h t . 

f)' - All righ~, hav~ you worked with Mr. and Mrs. 

Toombs since? I believe that th~ petition was filed in 

August of 1979. Is that the point that you have testified 
.I 

up to? Is that correct? 

-51-
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A Yes, I have talked with them several times. 

All right, do you know anyting about an 

incident with Mrs. Toombs in December--calling the rescue 

squad? 

A I know--I just know from the report from 

the Mental Health Clinic. It is reliable but it is not 

from personal expeiience. 

Q Has Mr. or Mrs. Toombs ever paid you any· 

support for the care of these children since they have 

been in foster care? 

A No, they haven't been able to do so. 

Q Does it go all the way back to December of 

1977? 

A No, no. 

They haven't paid you any support? 

A No, no. 

Q O.K. that is all the quest~ons I have. Answer 

Mr. Morrison'squestions please. 

A All right. 

!10RRISON 

AppaEently after the 
1 case was first started, 

one of the main real problems, as far as you all were 

concerned, was the fact- that Mr. Toombs changed jobs 
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from time to time, isn't that right? 

A You mean after we got temporary custody? 

0 Yes. 

A After he got out of prison? 

f 
0 Yes. 

A Well, he was changing jobs, he was not 

. l staying in one place for any length of--

Q Right. 

--of time in any county, moving from county 

to county. -He just didn't seein' to be realistic about 

spending money or what it t~kes and that sort of thing. 

I " 
Q 

Did he~move around from place to place and 

job to job? Th a t · who 1 e ·: i n s t a bi l. i t y i s wh a t - -

A Right, right. 

0 
And one of your objectives was for him to be 

more stable as far as his job and as far as his way of 

living was one of the objectives-~ 

'i 
I A Right 

0 --that you were trying to work with him? 

A Right;. 

D Is it true tha·t since April or May, I th,i,nk, 

of last year, almost a year now ~~~t he has held one 
. 

job and also has lived in one place, is that right? 

A 
Well, I am not sure that I--that he will 

I, 
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still have the job. I think he is--

0 I think you have been through an investigation 

about ever~thing else. You know he has a job, don't 

you? 

Well, I went out to see him last week and 

Mr. Turner and I and we stopped by and he said that he 

had taken off because he had business to attend to and 

that we wanted to make an appointment to see the 

children as the Court ordered and so Mr. Turner could 

see the reaction and he said that he would not be able 

to do that any time becaus~ he had to work, although he 

had taken off that day for some kind of business and 

" 
when we went back on Friday and knocked and knocked and 

we went all around the trailer and the neighbors told 

us that he was there but I guess that he hearsay, I 

guess, but we couldn't get anybody to answer. We had the 

children ho let him see them for a minute or· two. 

· But I mean it i·s nothing· to 1 .. e.ad yo.u . to believe. 

that he doesn't have the same job that he has had for 
II 

the past year, is there? 

'i:, vl e 11 , t he · n e-i g h b or s a i d he w a s n .! t work i n g so 

I don't know that he hadn't been working. 

Q And you--have you checked with his employer? 

A No, I haven't. I just haven't.-
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0 All right, and he had been qtiite upset, has 

he not, Mr. Toombs, because of the fact that you cut 

off the visitation rights when you filed the petition, 

isn't that correct? 

A Well, he has been busy and I haven't talked 

to him that much. He probably is. 

0 You know he is upset, don't you? 

A I would ihink that·~~ probab~y is. 

Q And when you terminated the visitation, you 

did not ~et a court order to do that, did you? 

A No,. we did~'t g~t a court ·order but--

0 You just d~d that yourself? 

A It was for the best interest of the children 

and--

0 And eventuall~ the.children ~ere allowed to 

once a month--

A Well, I had been rush~d, iike we had a lot 
· •• -., r 

·of bus~ness to-~·ttend ~o·when w~ ~lan·a foste~ .home, ~e 

have to get the.children ready and they would sit and 

wait and nobody would come. 

Q But it was ,set up for onoe a month, is that 

'i right? 

A Well, about....:::..ri'ght."·" 

Q _And there was no urgency or anything else 

II 
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that prevented you from letting him see the children, was 

the situation as far as--

A Right, I think it had been going on long 

enough. 

Q So you made the determination, and so the 

children's parents haven't had any visits since when? 

August? 

A Since August. Mrs. Toombs visited with her 

parents on Christmas day, just bopped in. 

Q You know that there is a Judy Evans who is a 

friend of the Toombs. You have heard her testify in 

Court, didn't you? In the Juvenile Court? 

A If that was her name, yes. 

Q And you.know she did offer to babysit in the 

day time while Mr. Toombs was at work? 

A Right. 

Q Have you checked her out to see what kind of 

baby.si tt.er she wo.u .. ld be?. 

No, I ·haven't. 

O.K. they are ge~ting along pr~tty well in 

1: 70 L ~Of 0 s t er care, is that correct? 
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A I think they are. · .. , 

Q How long does it take for the doctor to go 

throygh this as a rule, I mean, if the Court were to 
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terminate a biological, who could you talk with about 

it and tell you the options? 

A Do you mean to place the children in adoptive 

homes or for the whole court process? 

0 Yes, I am talking about to place them. 

A Just to plac,e them in the home? 

0 Yes, in the home. 

A Well, I think it could be done within four 

or six months. 

0 Four to s~x months? 

A Yes. 

Q And with the present foster care parents, 

would;foster care parents b~eligible for adoption? 

A That is something we haven't discussed. She 

has expressed an interest.in them-:· 

0 I see • 

A And she hasn't made up her ~ind whether she 

would be able 'to~ 

Q 

A 

0 

A 

O.K. she doe~n't know what the situation would 

No. 

--they haven't made up their mind to-­
\ 

No, we haven't discussed it. We don't feel 

:: we can discuss it until we have--

, \ 
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Q Right, right, All right, and, of course, if 

they were ·to, I mean, if termination were to take place 

and they were to adopt the children, would there be any 

long wait and--

A No, there wouldn't be any change. 

Q O.K. are the children adjusted now? 

A Yes, they are. 

Q What is the school situatiori? When will they 

be going to school? 

Two older children are already in school. I 

·: would like to say that we had all three children 
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evaluated by the Child Development Clinic because we 

were concerned with Glenn Allen. He sai<l he went to 

kindergarten the year before this and they counseled him 

and he wasn't able to go to kindergarten so he was put 

in a pre-kindergarten p~ogram so at that time we started 

this counseling .. The~ ar~ developme~tally slow and the 

Chhild ~~velopme~t:Cli~ic,. as ~ell ad.·a Genetic Clinic 

in Charlottesville evaluated them last December and 

they di~n't really find anytirig.~eally wrong with them 

except they are a little slow. All of their recommendations 

read that they need to be in. a stable, secure home. 
I 

Q And you would keep them where they are now 

i! and let them finish school regardless of what ·the Court 
p 
! 
:; 
:, 

1. ,, 
;, .. 
' :1 

!: 
f! 
;: 

rules? 
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A Well, I think that I would. We, of course, if 

the determination, you know, was finished today, then 

·• I :! we would certainly start looking more actively into 

finding what would be the best place for them. 

Q Well, If determination took place, the Court 

ordered a determination and the determination was not 

'! until the end of May or something, you.probably would 

: 

' . 
·' 
•I :, 

" 

" 

'.i 
i ,, 
'I 
: 
i, 

!j 
'I 

ti 

!I 
.. 
" 
" " 

- j, 

,, 
,, ., 
'! 

be able to pursue whatever you needed to do before the 

first of the next school year, ·is that right? 

A Well, I would hope so--

0 Yeah. 

A --because the sooner we can know, the better. 

Q And all along you have felt it was important, 

very important, have you not, to have Mr. Toombs 

evaluated by counsel? 

A 

Q 

done? 

A 

0 

A 

Q 

I have , r i g h.t • 

And you have tried time and time to have that 

" " 

I made ~everal appointments,· yes. 

All ri~ht And you could not ~u~port them? 

I couldn't. 

And also it is important, is it not for some 
\ 

one who is trying to figure out what their.apparent 

skills are to observe with the children, is that important 

also? 

-.571-
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GARBEE ,;::; I object to that, Your Honor. I don't think. 

she is in a position to tell how important Mr. Turner's 

observations or exactly what observations he has to make 

;! before he could make a --makes a recommendation. 

.; 
I am not talking about Mr. Turner. I am just 0 .. ., 

talking in general. She is ,talking about what--

" 
COURT Well, I think it is a question--I think 

!' 
obviously he would be better off if he saw both of them. 

If he saw them with the children after his parents, it 

1; would stand to reason, I think it stands to reason it ., 

., 
·l 

., 
i: 
" li 

i! 
" 

;: 
" I' 

!i 
11 

!I :, 
!I 

I 

• Ii 

calls for the opinion of a witness who is not an expert 

and the Court is in a position to reach the same con-

clusion that she and I would assume that it would be 

helpful if he saw them too. 

0 One of the--there were a lot of problems 

. . 
simply of communication·.between the Depa~tment ~nd Mr. 

Toombs, is that correct? There had been a 1 ot of-·-

A Well, it was reaily hard to get him to know 

if he could come in at a certain time or that he could 

be somewhere when you would go and see him. Yes, it is 

and wa~. 
. I. 

0 But he has ~lways expressed an interest in 

these children, hasn't he? 
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A He has ever once in awhiie. 

0 I have no further questions, Mr. Day. 

A Yes, sir. 

DAl' 

0 Mrs. Hillman, you are with the Department of 

Social Services, and we. are. talking about a. two-year old, 

a three-year-old and a six-year old? 

A Well, I believ~ it is a six, a five and a 

three-year old. 

0 Six, five, three? 

A I believe that is right. 

0 I see. 

A Carolyn had a birthday in December. 

·O O.K. 6,5, and 3·? 

A Yes. 

0 ··Have you ever had an occasion to see these 

-~hild~sn 'o~t pribr tb'or ~fter ·theiT seeing· th~· Toombs? 
I 

i 
. ! 

I 
I 

1· 

A Just on a visit when I--E- took them, of 

course, the last time I took them was in Auifust of 1978 

because he could~'t visit most of the time except on . 

I 
week,·ends so.rather than keeping him from seeing them, I. 

would let him go ahead and--foster mother and--

Q What would-be your observation as far as 
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interaction between the parents and the children, did yov 

observe? 

A The times that I have seen them with the mother, 

there wasn't really--there wasn't much interaction and 

the last time T~ick~d them up in Charlotte County, they 

were all staying in this trailer, and everybody seemed 

to be a little bit on edge and well, I guess I can tell 

you, the social worker that went there said that the 

children were--

Q Well, that is hear-

A O.K. 

Q You can't get into that. Is there something 

physieally or mentally wrong with these children? 

A Not that I know of. 

And when. yotJ said that the evaluat.ions--did 

you --you have .talked about slowness, we are really talking 

about stimulating environments? 

'A Ri'ght. 

0 And some kine 0£ mental retardation--

A Carolyn's teacher, I do have a school report 

! 

I 
·J 

:\ 

~ I 

! " 

~ ' . 

I 

1;.· ,. and 'i have talked ·wft'h her ·and 'she seemed really interested 
l -

,: 
•' 

j I 

because when she first went to scnool in September, they 

thought that she would be placed in the EMR, educally 

mentally retarded and she is just blooming, doing so 

'. 
I 

, . 
. J 

' 
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well under the stimulation at school that they feel 

that they will be able, she might possibly be able to 

go to Kindergarten on time. 

0 O.K. so we see a markedly increase in 

children's awareness and things of this--

A Right. 

0 ---At this point where the children are at? 

I I 
A Right. 

Thank you. 

MORRISON That is all we have so far as--

·· GARBEE There are a couple of more questions I thought 

1 would ask. 

GAR BEE 

.: ;t;. 

Q · M~.·Morrison was asking you about your attempts 

'i 
to have Mr. Toombs evaluated by a psychologist or a 

, . 
• 1 

i! psychiatrist.· : What. st'eps ·<!id yo~ take in order to arrange 
. :,. ' i 

! 
. ! 

I 

" :1 .. 
:· 

this and what has been the' result of those steps? 

A Well, before we had this hearing in December 

in the Juvenile and Domestic Cour~, I made several 

.·~ 

.. =: 
appointments for both of them wit~~Dr~ ~loop. I made 

them ih the evening SQ that they c~ul~ both go and I 

called Mr. Morrison's office and told him that I would 

be glad to transport them. I had something else to do 

[Js] 



that afternoon but another worker could pick them up an, 

take them there. Then I was told that Mr. Toombs did 

not want to have to do that. 
Mrs .. Toombs would go during 

the day somehow and somebody would give her a ride so 

I made another appointment for a morning appointment, 

and I think I wrote them a letter telling them when the 

appointment was. 

Q This was for Mrs. Toombs? 

A Right and_:-

Q 
Did you make another appointment for Mr. 

Toombs? 

A 
I didn't at that time and theh I had to go 

out of town on another case that day and so I had made 

it my position that they would get their own transportation 

·! so then the next day after I got back, I called the 

:1 

.i 

secretary, Dr. Sloop's secretary, ·an~ they ~aid they had 

not heard from them and they didn't come. Through the 

~hole thing, Mr. Toombs has ~aid, well, he just hasn't 

wanted to be tested. 

Q 

A 

tested. 

Q 

A. 

Did he tell you that? 

Yes. He didn't see any need.for him to be 

\ 

Was this after the Court ordered it? 

Well, I think, I can't remember. I think I 

i I 
1 

: 
I 
I 
i ; ,./ 
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i. 
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I 
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have talked with him during the l~st month. 

Q (inaudible-- short question and someone coughed 

at same time) 

A In action of the J&D court here and the trial, 

after we got together and the Court order, I made both 

of the'm~.an appointment with Dr. Ann Looney for Saturday 

and I thought maybe he would not be working and 1 could 

transport them on Saturday and I think maybe Mr. Toombs 

called me a couple of days before and again he said that 

he didn't think he needed to be tested and that Mrs. 

Toombs w a s a 1 read y go i·n g · t b t he Men t a 1 He a 1 t 11 C 1 i n i c 

and why should she have to see somebody else and he 

sort of left it at that and ·said well, you will be hearing 

from my lawyer, 1 am getting me a lawyer and then Mr. 

:. 
~ ! Morrison called and we talked with him and it appeared 

·' .. .. 
·i I. 

like Mr. Toombs just wasn~t going to go and I was 

,I 
;j .. worrind about making the appointmen~s and having her there 
:! 

i; 
!! and them not showing up and so--
·' ,; 

;i Q Do you feel that you have offered Mr. and 

" .. Mrs. Toombs ample opportuni~y to get themselves evaluated? 

A ~v el· l , I th i-h k I di d . 

(l I want to know if you saw the·visitation 

:, be tween Mr. and Mrs. Toombs and the chi 1 dren after you 

·I J, 
!: 

1: 

filed the petition. 



'! 
A Well, because at that time it was the agenqy's 

feeling that this was just not~-after working with them 

for almost three years that this just wasn't going--

they were not going to be able to make competent children 

and at this appointment that he was putting the children 

,. through to visit, it was just going to upset them. 

0 Did you think it was to the children's interest? 

MORRISON I object--leading question. 
i· 

COURT Sustained. 

GAR BEE Did you think it was to the children's--

did the best interest of the children enter your consider-

a tion? 
l, 

NORRI SON Same objection~ 

COURT Sust:ained. 

j,· Q k'e.re you· unde-r a court order to allow 
:! 
,· visitation bet:ween the children and t:he Toombs? 

I· 
!j 

.. ,, 

.. ,. 

" ,, ,. 

A No. _, ... 

Q That is all the questions I have. 

NORRI SON 

Q In a conversation with me concerning Mrs. 

Toombs, didn't you agree that it ~ould be O.K. for her 

to be evaluated by a person at t:he--

A Right, right:, 

-·-·'·-. -·-;-.---·- ·. -
+. ··---.-· > 

l. -

i 
I.. 
I 
i 

! 
r---

' 

I 
I 

\ 

!-- . 
I 

.. 
I 
I 



.-

--Mental Clinic?--

Right, right. 

0 --so there is no question that Mrs. Toombs' 

willjngness to be evaluated by a person she was being 

seen by, was there? 

A Well, we had her evaluation--

Q Right. 

A --but I did talk to the C~nter in person 

about testing. This was in February, I guess, and we 

could not get the appointments in time for her to do 

the reports of both of the~. In fact, I set up the 

appointments arid later cancelled them because--we would 

have had to continue the hearings again which we really 

didn't want to do and as it turned out, it was continued 

.. 
anyway . 

. , 
0 Mr. Toombs--

., 

:j 
!! 
;, 

Mr. Toombs did call me a week or so ago about 

the testing and 1 told-him that, you know, I had ~entibned 

this to the people at the Mental Health Clinic to the 

'.; One that was seeing Mrs .. ffoombs and then 1 thought that 

•; 

" 

-was what he wanted to do so-if he.Manted to do that that 

he should cail them and make an appointment. I offered 

him the telephone number and he said he already had it. 

- t,7-
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So there is no question that Mrs.Toombs is 

:: 
bein~ tested. It is Mr. Toombs, he is the one--

Well, she has missed some appointments and--

She has always agreed to be tested? 

As far as I know, she has. 

She has always agreed to be tested? 

As· far as I know, yes. 

All right, thank you. 

Thank you. 

I call Catherine Bower. 

Stat~ your name and address please. 

I am Catherine Bower and I live at -------

Where are you employed? 

The Central Virginia Merital Health Clinic. 

And in what capacity are .you employed? 

I am a psychologist. 

. Do you know either Glenda Toombs or William 

Yes, -I kn-ow Mrs.- Toombs. 

First of all, t~ll th~ judge about your 

educati~nal background and your experience. 
~ ! 

,, 
A d I have a B.S. in psychology from Lynchburg 

:1 
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College and a M.·s. degree in community counseling in 

. I psychology from T ---- State Univerity in Baltimore . 

0 When did you receive these degrees? 

I got my B.S. degree in 1976 and I received 

my M.S. degree in June of 1978. 

Q What has your work experience been? 

A Right after I graduated from State -------
I worked at the Training School as a psychologist for 

approximately a year and a half and I started working at 

the Clinic in September 1979. 

Q O.K. now under what circumstances did you 

know either Mr. or Mrs. Toombs? 

A I met Mrs. Toombs in 1979. Mrs. Toombs was 

:I :. 

being seen for supportive psychiatric therapy. Mrs. 
'.i 

Sheppard 1 eft in Decemb.er an.d I .took over some of her 

case load and she asked me to take over the case of 

Mrs. Toombs. 

:~ 0 ··Have y-pu :. i-n fact taken ove;r; Mrs'. Toombs' ca?e? 
" 

I. 

A Yes, I have. 

Q Have you seen Mr. Toombs? 

.11 No, I haven't . 
.:.,. 

I 0 How many times· have yoµ seen Mrs. Toombs and 

when were those occasions? 

~will have to refer ~o my records. O.K. once 

.. .:: :: ~ .. , 2 3,' 7 9 .a n d t he ~ -
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What are you looking at there? 

A Just some notes that 1 made from my files 

and I do not have the file~ with me today. 

0 Did you make those notes yourself? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And these were taken from the files that 

you have made here? 

A Yes. 

Q All right, resume. 

A $be second appointment I had with her was 

on February 21, 1980. 

All right, have you had other appointments 

with her that she didn't--

A Yes, I had an appointment with her for 

January 15, and Mrs. Toombs called and cancelled. She 

said she didn't have transportation. I had another 

appointment with her on january 25 and on March 19 and 

she def a ul tea tli6se· appolhtinents which tneai1s t-ha t the 

appointments were made and she didn't show for them or 

call and cancel them. 

0 I show you a letter. And what is in it? 

A 
I . 

This is a letter I wrote--I wrote it to Betty 

Hillman. She had--she gave me permission to write her a 

1 letter regarding Mrs. Toombs' present status . 

. [42] 
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Q O.K. is that the original letter that you 

wrote? 

Yes, it ·is. 

0 O.K, is the contents of that letter true and 

accurate concerning your evaluation of Mrs. Toombs? 

A Yes, it is. 

MORRISON Your Honor, I would ask that--

COURT Any objection? 

COURT Any objection? ~··,• 

:, MORRISON I have no objection 

COURT Commonwealth's exhibit ·number one. 

Q Yes,· ·sir. 

·i 

COURT All right, you may proceed. 

Q Do you know how long Mrs. Toombs has been 

with the Mental Health Services? 

A I think it was in 1971. 

·Q What ~s-the purpose of your consuliing and 

tieatin9 Mrs. Toombs? 

A She was also seen at the Clinic by Dr. :Beltry, 

11 
our psychologist, and he _prescribed some medication 

,. 
•! 
:! 
,j 

.: 
'· 

.· 

for her and he sees her on a regular basis for her . 
I 

medication and I see her for supportive ievei g~idance 

codnseling where I try to ·give her help with everyday 

problems where she needs help and to just try to keep 

-7/-
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counseling as she has a tendency to be somewhat anxious 

and a very low profile and so I just wanted to keep 

tabs on that and we change her prescriptions when necessary 

and I consult with the psychologist whenever it is 

necessary. 

0 
Do you know of any incident in December where 

Mrs. Toombs--

MORRISON Objection--leading. 

COURT Overruled. 

Q 
Did you know of an incident in December where 

Mrs. Toombs apparently ran out of medication and ran 

into difficulty? 

A ·Yes. 

MORRISON I object on the same ~rounds. 

COURT I don't think you ~hould suggest the answer to 

the question • . 

A O.K.~ T.was not seeing her at that time but 

from what we have i~ the rec~rds and from talking with 

Mrs. Sheppard, whai happ~ned ~as t~at she, Mrs. Toombs, 

ran out of medication and she became highly anxious for 

the medication that she takes to help control that 
l 

anxiety and she called the rescue squad several times, 

I think it was three times during that day and told them 

-1;)-
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that she had run out of medication and for them to do 

something for her. 

Do you know what the evaluation of Mrs. 

Toomb's condition is?. 

A Yes, the primary diagnosis is borderline 

mental re~ardation and the secondary diagnosis is 

schizoid personality disorder. 

Rave you confirmed those diagnosis in your 

treatment when· cbnsu 1 t ~ ng wi th __ Mrs. Toombs? 

A I have contact~. wi.th her but I haven't tried 

to diagnosis but it is very difficult for me to make ~n 

accurate judgment about her since I have not had that 

many contacts with her, but Dr. Beltry is the one who 

would go along with the diagnosis because he sees her 

more. 

Q Mrs. Bower, in your work with Mrs. Toombs, 

did you discuss and find out anything about her home 

life? 

A We ha-ve. talked a good bit abo1:1t how she feels 

about her children and when I saw her back in February, 

we talked about the fact that she was going to Court 

again regarding the custody of her children, and we 

discussed that somewhat. W,e also discussed her sit-

uation with her husband and in February, she said her 

-1~ -
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husband had been laid off from work and that is pretty 

much the situation. 

0 What wer~ Mrs. Toomb's feelings when she 

spoke with you concerning her children? 

A When I saw her in February, we talked about 

the custody and how she felt about having custody of the 

children and she said that sh~ really ~anted to have the 

children but she wasn't sure whether she was ready to 

have them back. She said she wanted to get her self 

straight and stabilized before she had the children to 

take home and have respons~bility for them. 

Q O.K. has she since then indicated to you that 

she feels that she is able to take them back? 

A I haven't seen her since. That was the last 

tjme we talked. 

Q O.K. since you have been seeing Mrs. Toombs, 

do you feel that she is--that her ~ental and physical 

condition is such that she would be able to care for her 

three small children? 

A I would have a great deal of difficulty 

answering that question. I haven't seen her with her 
\ 

children and it has been my experience that people who 

are mentally.retarded and do have mental disturbances 

often times have difficulty parenting. But there have 

-1~-
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cases where people have been able to parent very succe~~-

.~ fully and I have never seen her with her children. 

/• Q I am asking for your opinion, if you have one, 

based on what you know about Mrs. Toomb's personally, 

not other ,people with her condition. 

MORRISON I object to the question. 

COURT I think the question has be~n answered. 

GAR BEE Your Honor, I think she is qualified to 

answer and she.~idn't answer the questi6n specifically 

and she was talking about people in similar situations. 

MORRISON She said she coudln't answer the question. 

That might be her--she said she felt that without viewing 

.. 
:• 
~ 

the person with the children, to view parential skills, 

" .. 
'I she couldn't answer the question~ 
!I 
:i 

ll COURT You would need to see her with the children to 
:1 
!I 
!l 
I· 
11 answer that question? 
Ji 
I: .. 
ti 

:I - :! 

A Yes, sir.· 
• r, .• 

I 
Ji 
:1 COURT Sustained objection. 
j: 

11 Q Did y~u make the statements in y_our report 
11 
:1 
1, 
I. 

based on the volume of information in your file and 
,, 
•' ;: 
;I discussion with her previous therapist and--
!j 
J: 
I ,. 

!! 

i 
MORRISON Object, Your Honpr,· leading the witness. 

i• 
·1 
I· 
ii 

0 Your Honor, I am just asking him this state-

•: 
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ment in her report. 

COURT I think that you are saying that the answer 

to the case is within a certainty of whatever your 

people of your profession in ordei to express an opinion 

would have to see the childr~n? 

A That is- right. 

COURT All right. 

Q Your Honor I think that her opinion--

MORRISON She has. 

COURT She is saying that to express her professional 

and personal opinion, she ~ould have to see the child 

with the parents. That is sost~ined too. 

0 O.K. that is all the questions I have. 

A O.K. 

0 Thank you, Mis. Bower. Answer Mr. Morrison's 

questions. 

.MORRISON I don't have.~ny_ qu~sti6ns,'Your Honor. 

COURT All right. All right. 

DAY ~ would like to ask a question. 

COURT All right.· 

DAY There is no question that Mr. Toombs did not 

cooperate, is there? -Is that correct? 

A Inaudible. That is true. 

-?{p-
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All right, that is .all. 

COURT Is that all? All right, next witness. 

GAR BEE I call John Turner. 

Q Your Honor, have you received a -copy of Mr. 

Turner's report? 
: -' . 

COURT No, I don't believe I hav e: 

0 It was my understariding that one was to be 

delivered to you this morning_ 

COURT This morning? 

A Yes, sir. 

COURT Well, I did not receive it but I have been--

;, 
Q Your Honor, I object to this testimony until 

~ 
such time as Mr. Turner· has had. the opportunity to 

observe or see my client with the children and prior 

!i 
.; to that time ·to interfere with his testimony at this 
!• 
ti 
~ point based ~n not enough substantial evidence or 
iJ ,, 
•' I 

'! 

!r 

!. 

foundation. 

COURT The Court1 has already rul-ea .and we have .to have 

another hearing apparently anyway and we will proceed 

and get all .. the evidence we.can in at t'.his point:.· -So 

. . I 
far it appears that the reason there is not enough 

contact is because Mr. and Mrs. Toombs did not keep the 

appointments so I will overrule your motion at this time. 
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MORRISON 

GAR BEE 

0 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I 
\ -.. .. 

Yes, sir. 

( 

State your name and address please. 

John Turner and I live in Nelson County. 

What is your occupation? 

I am a family therapist. 

Do you know William and Glenda Toombs? 

I have had a few brief contacts with the 

,. Toombs, yes. 

'· 1: 

ii 
; ~ 
" i! 
:I 
!; 

!! 
" 
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. 
And I believe that you were ordered by the 

Court to make an evaluation of Mr. and Mrs. Toombs in 

their suitability or lack of suitability to tace care of 

, .. their three children, .is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Have you met with the three Toombs children? 
.:;._" 

.. A ·Yes, I have .. ·: .·. 

Q Would you tell the Court what·your investigation 

consisted of and what conclusions you were able to d±aw 

as a result of your investigation? 

to go into a listing? A O.K. do you wish for I me 

I have a listing here of the contents of my report? 

Q Well, have you been over the contents of your 

report with the Court? 
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a No, I haven't. I don't think the Court has a copP. 
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Q All right, will you explain to ·the judge whd~ 

this investigation consisted of and what recommendations, 

if any, etc. 

A O.K. there were fourteen interviews and/or 

contacts--

0 You made in this--

A --made in this evaluation. 'I have a list, 

judge, if you would like for me to go right by it, I can 

if you would like to. 

Q Summarize it if yo~ will. 

A In my initial contact with the Toombs, I 

went with a social worker from the Lynchburg Department 

of Social Services and I tried to set up a time to come 

out habitually and meet with Mr.· an~ Mrs. Toombs at 

which time I would have brought the children so I ·could 

have observed' their interaction and when I tried to pin 

Mr. Toombs down ·as to the .~i_m.e, ·I ·had some difficulty._· 

I:finally--we finally agreed that I could come some 

time after 7 or 8 o'clock on several afternoons of last 

~ week but he said he couldn't be there, that he wouldn't 
.J 
I; 

' ;. 
i: 

-
be there so if I don't catch him--I s~id, how about , .. 
coming out Saturday? 

O What was the purpose of the visits that you 

were trying to set up? 

-'T~-

- ·- .... -·-- - ---~ ---_~_:_:.: .. 

.I 

i 

!. 
i 
I 
I 

I 

I 

. -:--;:17=.- f -.-



" :· 

_; 

lj 

,: 

. . , 

t! ,, 
jr 
;I 

I! 

!: 

(__: 

A Number one, to do a s6cial-history, the 

current circumstances, the econ6mic circumstances, etc., 

and also to observe the--to observe the interaction 

.between the natural parents and the children to determine 

the psychological attachment between those two. 

Q Did you plan to take the children with--

A .Yes, yes. 

Q --with you on· those visits?--·-
' 

A Yes, I was. 

Q ·--when you went out to see them? 

A Yes, I had planned to bring the children along. 

Q Go ahead. 

A ~nd, as I said, I had some difficulty tiyin~ 

to get Mr. Toombs to agree to a time. I then, in turn on 

the following day, again,. I think it was a Friday, I 

have the dates ~ig~t ·here~ _I-came ~ith the social worker 

.and we knocked on the _door .and no one answered and we 

stayed abou_t .. t•e·n or fifteen minutes· knocking on the door 

and the windows were· open and· I eve!T cal led for both 

-parents in the windo~s and still no response and when 

we got i'n the car and were .'attempting to· leave, there was ·. 
\ 

a lady with a child a few tiailers up and we asked if 

they had seen the Toombs and she said they--

MORRISON I object to what .they told. 
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Wait a minute, d~n•t·tell us what she said. 

O.K. and I returned on Saturday, April the 

12th, to meet individually with the Toombs ag~in and 

Mr. Toombs was present in the trailer and before I could 

get started, he informed me that he had hired an 

attorney, Mr. Morrison, and that he planned to hire 

another attorney. 

0 O.K. were you able at this ti~e to proceed 

with your investigation? 

A No, I was not. 

0 You hav e made in a report to the Court all 

the information you have about the situation--

A I have, yes. 

Q --the family situation, and do you feel that 

·1 you can rely on what information you have in the report? 

:! Is the report abo~t ·the facts in· the ·situation? 

A Well, .norm~lly in an ~nst~nce like this, theie 

wouldn't be such an-~I wouldn't hav~ ·had ~ccess to such 

J a large number--a. laig~ amount ·of. case files, but in this 
I 

,. 
;j 

;. ,. 

"' 
.; 

;! 
•! .. ;: 

particular case, ther~ is an abundance of case material 

which covers·a span of about nine years and with th~s 

case material plus the interviews I conducted, all the 

evidence consisted in terms of and leads to the three 

. 
recommendations.that I have given--that I have given in 
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the report. 

L ,_ 

I feel that it would be almost impossible 

'! to find further evidence to be meaningful, what evidence 

,1 'i I ·have found so far, but it is a pretty clear case. 
I 

,I 

1· 
·I 

t• 
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Q What are your recommend~tions? 

A Number one, I am recommending that the paternal 

rights of the natural parents be terminated. 

Q What was the basis of that recommendation? 

A Well, ·in my opinion, that is a very strong 

degree of psychological attachment between the foster 

mother and the children, and based on the le~gth of time 

that the children have been away from the natural parents 

and the fact that there has been infrequent visitation, 

along with the ages of the children, it is a pretty safe 

assumption to say that there is probably very little 

psychological attach~ent, if any~ between the natural 

parents and the children. 

Q O.K. 
- ._ .. -

· ·~'l'he-~a-t1:1ra.1-· paren:tzs" would .constitute psycho-

logical strangers at this point and time. 

Q In the --is the.basis of your recommeddation 

sbl~lg'th~'lack of relationship between the natural 

parents and the children or is thkre also relating to 

the situation of--

A Well it also relates to the parental capacity 
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of the natural parents, and I base my opinion here on 

cuse material, an abundance of case material, which 

indicates that the parents probably do not have the 

capacity to maintain the type of ielationship with the 

children that is necessary to promote emotionally and 

9ood healthy emotions and psychological growth. There 

are reports from the Child Development Clinic which 

indicates:-that the children at one.point, were suffering 

from a developmental blank and also there is an abundance 

of material which would-indicate that the ch~ldren- have 

had a very rough time all the while they were living with 

their natural parents. It is just not very supportive. 

Q All right, d~ you have any hesitancy in making 

the recommendations about the parental rights be termi-

nated by the parents? 

MORRISON Your Honor, I object to the leading of the 

witness. 
.. ~ . . ., : · .. 

COURT Sustained. 

0 What were your other recommendations? 

A The second one was--

.M.ORRISON _ .Exc.u.~;e· me,. Your Honor, .it. i.s understood for 

the sake of the record that I am not objecting to each one 
I 

of these separately but I want to clear it with the Court 

that- -

[ss] 
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COURT Do you object to his testimony for the 

'1 reasons stated, now :r don't know what that would 

necessarily cover--

MORRISON No, the leading questions--

COURT Right. 

MORRISON I have objected to some of them but for lack 

of foundation, I mean, if he hasn't seen them and been 

with them that much and their relationships, I mean, what 

he saw them--and I mean, what he has read, we object on 

the grounds that he does not have substantial basis to 

make the opinions that he has given in the case, and 

based on the fact that he has not observed them very 

much and he has not observed them with the children at 

all, so if there is ,any question. to my standing objection 

,: 
'· ,; to his conclusions and all, I want to make it clear to 
'.I .. 
1: the Court now. 

COURT All right, as I underst~nd h.is_:testlmony, he· 
•· .... 

said, based on the history that he had, he can, without 

any further contact with Mr . . and Mrs .. Toombs, he can 
·' .. 
l; 

express an opinion . 

. i 
A I understand hi~ testimony and we take .~n 

:i 

exception to the ruling and--

COURT Well, I think ·that goes more to the weight 

of his opinion than it is to the admissability of the thing . . ; 
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MORRISON It, I think, it goes to the weight of the 

opinion and it also goes to the admissability of it, 

the fact that--

COURT Well, you don't have to.see somebody to 

evaluate them. Many people have never seen a person 

alive or the body, they read and give facts based on the 

information they receive. 

A Yes, sir, I thi~k that certainly people who-

have had training to base solely on other people's 

report as Mr. Turner has done, from the Department of 

Social Services and some of these other departments, the 

Department of Social Services are used to conduct in-

vestigations and they conduct the investigation entirely 

on our motion and that is where his training is,not in 

i' evaluatir:ig other people's investigations but evaluating 

and making his investigation himself and reporting it 

based o_n his own findings, .!Jot someone el:;e's. We '• 
" 
i ~ 1.r •• • '·~ ' 

'··. 
wou :I ·d ·state ··tna·t: ttrere··· has been no shawi ng t:ha t he is 

" competent to testify based solely on other people's 
.,; 

reports. 
;. 

CARBEE Well,· if" Your Ho,nor please, Mr. Turner made 

his investigation on the motion of Mr. Toombs and he has· 

tried to obtain more information from Mr. Toombs and 

was unsuccessful there and he has·stat~d in his testimony 

i 
·1 

I 
t · .. i 
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I 
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that he feels he has gotten enough inform~tion together 

that he can make a recommendation and he has made that 

recommendation to the court as ordered and we feel that 

his testimony is certainly admissable for all purposes. 

COURT Well, in as far as the recommendations are 

~ concerned, that goes into the ultimate issue, that is, 

fo~·the Court to decide what t6 do in the case but I 

think he ca_n- -

Q Are you abie in working with other persons, 
1. 

similarly trained who hold t~emselves out to be 

professionals in your field, be able to evaluate a sit-

uation and come to and express .an opinion that would be 

recognized by other professiotial~ based upon the same 

I' 

information you hav~ had in this case? Do I make myself· 

'! 

:i clear? 

A Yes~ .sir. Your Honor, I think a person who has 

-· 

had--who is competent in doing child evaluations wou.ld 

arrive at the same coriclusi~; that. I arrived at. 

COURT But :for instance, given the amount of in-

formation you have had in the case, do you think that 

other reputable persons who came from the same profession 
\ 

as you would feel that they could make--

A Oh ~ would say so. 

COURT--express a professional opinion based on that type 

[sB] 
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of_jnformation such as you have. 

A Yes~ it is important that I also spend time 

with the children in the presence of the foster mother. 

So I am not approaching this purely from the point of 

view that I am only reviewing case material but also 

from contacts with the childreri··and their current foster 

parents. I do--I think that a person in my position would 

probably feel the same way and could and ~ould feel like 

they could make some recommendations.based on the same 

situation. 

Q Could I just ask one question more? 

COURT Sure. 

MORRISON Along that line, Mr. Turner, isn't it your 

opinion on divorce cases that you will not testify con-

cerning custody unless ·you have had a chance to observe 

both parents and their child? 

GARBEE Your Honor, I object to that. That is leading 

and i r r-e-1-ev-a-n t. ·, 

COURT Well, I think that-is proper examination. 

Go ahead. -· ;(_ -...... 

)f .• Yes; definiteiy ~nd my reasoning for that.is 
~·· .. . . 

that in a divorce case, almost wi~hout e~ception the 

children have spent, the child~en have spent time with 

both parents. The family has been intact and there 

-.87-
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hAsn't --or there usually hasn't been a long separation 

between· the parents and. the children or one parent and 

child and therefore, in a divorce situation, you have to 

see both parents, both parents with the children. In a 

situatio~ where there has been a long separation, 

especially children of these= ages, of the Toombs children, 

I think the reasearch and the opinion would be quite 

strong in fayor of what results I have seen. 

!.· 0 Your witness. 

.: MORRISON 

!! 
;1 ,, 
1, 

i: 
,, ,, 

i;·' 

Q . Mr. Turner, you mentioned the ages of the 

children being a relevant fact-~ 

A Yes, sir. 

Q --what did you mean by that? 

.A Well, t~e younger ~he children are, the less 

likely th~~ are to maintain psy~hologicai attachme~t to 

th.eir rjat.ur,a] ·pa~e.nt.s·~"-_._ once they. have been ·!Separated.· . . . ...... . ' ' ',_ . . . . . -· .~ .. ; ,. . 

[rom their natural parents for a length of. time.·.· See, 

-if these children wer~ teenagers and were separated from 

,:-----~ ....,.t;.J:i eir- ,.pai; en 'Ii s;. .or. :taken a,w.aJ:J. fr gm . t h.e i + .pa ,r: en ts , th ~ . .Y . 

" 

probably wouift still have some psvchological attachments, 
but: 

probably a good degree of it/because the children are 

young, t:hey will form psychological at:tachments much 
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quicker to adults than--and I think it is an important 

factor here. These children are quite--from my ob-

servations, are quite attached to their foster parents 

and vice versa. 

Q Were you able to observe any pattern between 

the children and the natural parents? 

A No, I was not and I, again, base my opinion 

on the length of time in which, in which it has been a 

separation from their natural parents and children--

and also there is some case material wh-ic-h--indic.ates that 

following certain visitations with the natural parents, 

the children seemed to be bothered--pretty disturbed and 

a very good indication of witness not very much psychological 

attachment between an adult and a child when you try to 

force visitation. The children frequently become 

disturbed at that point. and will continue to manifest 

problem behaviors or. some type of disturbing behavior 

t6r a period of time after their visit~tion and that is 

usually a pretty good indication that there is very 

little psychol~gical attachment there. If there was 

good psychological attachment th~re, theyxwould enjoy the 

time with the adults and they would ·come back and. probably 

1;:. 

feel pretty good about having spent some time with the 

adults and they wquld be cloer to them. 

f"61] -· -.. .. 
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0 O.K. That is all the questions I have, thanr 

you~ 

MY 

0 Mr. Turner, part of the report deals with, I 

think you call it,·p~ychological parerits, that is the 

relationship of the parents to the children and as 

you· have already testified, a large portion of that is 

·based ori the sep~r~flori ~hat has taken place and the age 

of the children? 

A Yes. 

0 Is that correct? 

A Yes, the length of time they have been separated. 

and also the case material which. indicates that the 

parents do not seem to have the capacity to maintain 

an involved relationship to ~rovid~·emotional nurture 

to the ~hildren.· 
-~ 

Q Since August of 1979 do you know whether or 

not the parents ha~e visited the children? 

A It is my understanding that there was a Court 

Order to the effect that there could be no visitation. 

Q Do you know whether the Department of Social 

Services terminated this on their own or--

GARBEE I object to his answering the question based · 

on his knowledge--

-~-
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COURT He can't say--we know--

Q So in most situations where we have a 

termination from August to April, that is certainly 

going to affect the psychological attachment of young 

children and their parents, isn't it? 

A I would think that it would have an effect, 

yes, sir. 

0 And as I understand it, there is no question 

that the children are getting along wel).with their 

foster care, is there? 

A There is not a question, as far as I could 

tell. 

Q There is no~-did they move them out of their 

home or--

A No, there were reports from the schools 

·indicating that they are·doing well, the report from the 

UVS Genetic Clinic stati~~ that the c~ildren are doing 
..... , 

well, all the signs are favorable that the children are 

doing well there. 

Right. And it is also a question about the 

fact that you would feel a lot more comfortable with 
i 

your report if you had had the opportunity to really 

observe these children with the parents, wouldn't you? 

A I certainly wouldn't. 
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Q· Well, let me ask you one thing. Were any 

appointments ever made for you ~o see the children with 

the parents? 

A Yes~ we mad~, the Department of· Social Services 

was going to try.to go over there and set this up. 

The foster parents·we~e, I tried to work toward that and 

a~ain. I felt that Mr. Toombs was reltictant or just plain 

refueed t6'~llow th~t to h~ppen. 

Q The first time you were out there was the 

week before ·this, rs that corr~ct?. 

A Yes. 

0 You were actually out there, but, of course, 

the Order was entered last week; but the lett~r requesting 

that was mailed--

COURT Th~·hearing was back in February,. wasn't it? 

A res, and I·wrote you a letter or communicated 

with you on_ March 7 setting .forth what the ~nvestiga~ion : . ~I 
·. : ··. • I 

! ., .. wouid be arid Mr~ toomns''s-.?li-a t·hat he was busy and had a 

lot of work to do this past week--' I 

.I 

A And he indicated he did. 

0 . Ri~ht ~~d you ~ould account for a lot of 

' friction between Mr. Toombs and the Depaitment of Social 

Services, couldn't you? 

A l!P.s. 

- 9J.-



c You could see that? 

Yes. 

I' And he was very distrustful of the Department 

of Social Services, wasn't he? 

A That was my opinion--

Right. 

A --and impression. 

0 And part of the problem that you had with Mr. 

Toombs is based on the fact that he saw you drive out 

with Miss Hillman, Lsn't it? A part of the problem? 

I wouldn't say ~es that that was my impression, .-

but--

Oh, I thought he didn't answer the door one 

day? 

The second time. 

Q And once when you arrived the first time with 

Ms. Hillman, there were pro~lems from then on out; were 
·- .· ... · .. ~ . ... ·. :-

:-. •"• f -- ::"; r,..:. •. ,• 0 :·.:•,• 

• ... • :.· •. -c \o ... • • '.~ • ,'""r o.•· ' 

there n9t--or his atti~~de towaid you~ wasn't it? 

'. 
A Yes, definitely by association. 

All right, o".K.-

G:(lrJRT Al-1 riqht, is_.that-all? Thank you. 

CARREE: 

!1 T Turner, did Mr. Toombs either face to 

. ·, 



Ii 

" :j 
:j· 

·, 

l ( 

face or con~ersatio~ with you or on the phone to request 

you or anybody else to' be present when you saw the children? 

A Could you ask that question again? 

0 I will rephrase the que~tion, maybe I am 

confusing you. Did Mr. or Mrs. Toombs ever request 

that·you as the e~al~ator or anyone else see the children 

and him int~r~ct together? Did he ever ask you that 

opportunity.? 

.A ·He didn't ask for that opportunity. He--because 

by that time--by the time I saw him, things had deteriorated 

to the p6int but he did answe~_during the course of the 

conversation, he did fuehtion that I will come out there 

with the children. I He .did mention during the conversation, 

you know, t~at I was t6 come ·out there with the children 

to see them interact. 

Q All right, in your opi~ion, how long-~you spoke 

of separation and reaction and the reaciion of the ~hildren, 

ho~ they feel when you try to force ·visitation. What 

typ~ of thing were you talking about here? .Let's 

suppose we djd set up a series of meetings between the 

two, ·what time frame are you talking about? 

A I~ order to accomplish what? 

Q In order to accomplish a situation that would 

not be as adverse reaction. 

_qt.J- -
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A Well, I don't know because the things that 

I would be opposed to as a professional to try to force 

visitation, to try to force the children to adults who 

are psychological strangers so--

Q All right, there is no question in your mind 

that the Toombs children an9 the Toombs are psychological 

strangers? 

A I think so and I think it--I think there 

have been some errors in the_ way some things have been 

handled but at this point, other things notwithstanding, 

I think it would be against the interest of the children 

to try to force--to try to force that thing now. 

0 Can you see that thing forced in the fore-

seeable future? 

A No, I don't think they should be forced at 

this point. 

Q . At this point,·I· am.saying, do you fee~ the 
. ~. . 

children, at this point, are not i.n a position to know 

these two peopie as their parents? 

A 

point. 

Right, yes, I do. 

In other words, we are talking about at this 
I 

I~ is your professional opinion that these two 

people will never be accepted by those children as their--

-9~-
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MORRISON Your Honor he is--I will have to object 

at this point. I think that is going a little bit 

;i far afield and he is asking for opinions and--

0 Your Honor, this was brought up on cross 

examination by Mr. Morrison. He went into the time frame 

and the--

COURT What is the basis of the objection? 

MORRISON I think it calls for ~n opinion that he does 

not have the evidence to, and it calls for a conclusion~ 

and he doesn't have the facts to base it on. You have 

to lay a foundation to giv~ an opinion such as that, 

and he had the foundation and whether he made the testi-

mony for the Department of Social Services or even had 

,, a problem with visitation. So the premise of his question 

·' 
is on enforcing vi~itation and th~re bas been no evidence 

~I 

of forced visitation. 

COURT Mr. Turner, I am at .somewhat of a disadvantage 

.-.. •, because I 6r-d-er·e·d this repor·t and ;r think .we a.1.1 assumed 

that he would reach certain materials--but it is 

~ impossible if we said that he could only rely upon what 

" 

:: 
I 

!: 
ji 

' 

Mr. and Mr~. Tbombs tbld him in forming an impression. 

I think we would be here--as Mr. Day said, we ~ould 

never finish this case. We can't wait that long. 

DAY Well, Your Honor, the Order also required 

I 

I 

___ _J 
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-
::hat all county--all community ·service agencies were to 

make their records available to Mr. Turner. 

COURT If he is objecting to what he relied upon, 

that is one thing, of course, now.that is hearsay. 

But if he is saying that he showed , I mean, I -----
am having·~rouble getting to what he is complaining about 

and whether or not he should have relied on what he got. 

MORRISON I just don't think there is any foundation 

laid with the visitations--had been forced and description 

in the records, all the evidence that has come out ·in 

this case and even the he~ring that ·we had before.about 

visitations. I don't think there is proper found~tion--

it hasn't been laid upon the assumption that these 

chidren don't want to see their parents and they have 

to be forced to do so. And before that foundation is 

laid, it is an opinion based on facts not in evidence. 
,, 

COURT Well, you have t~ ask him what he.bases. his 

,1 

.s.ta-tem.en.t .o.n in-or.d.er .. t'o--an·d_.if_yo~ ·<Jo not h~ve suffici~nt ,,._-.-

facts to base your opinion ~n, th~n you shoulft not 

express it. Whether or .not. in your professional opinion--

DAY 

0 Mr. Turner, how m~ny ~imes did you see these 

· chidren on a:face-to-face intervie~~r just being with 
·' 

them? 

11 .. One time. 

•I 

I: 
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, .... One time? 

A Yes. 

0 Did you ever discuss Mr. and Mrs. Toombs 

with the children? 

A No, I haven't. I did some other things which--

Q Did you see them in the presence of an 

adult? 

A The foster mother. 

Q Mrs. Chapman? 

A Yes, Mrs. Chapman. 

Q What was.your opinion, your observation for 

the relationship, the interaction of the three children 
!j 
" 

and their foster mother? 

A There was a lot of interaction between the 

-three children a~~ ~he fo~ter mother. It. ~as, ~ very 

.:! affectionate type .. of interaction and I also asked the 

I. 
l• 

,I 

two oldest--the.oldest child_ to~draw _some pictures of 

house and five figures and after he had finished, .I said, 

"Now can you tell me who these figures are," and he said,-

"This is my ~±aridfuA and·~y gratidda~"and I said, "who is 

grandma"and a'nd he pointed to Mrs:. Chapman and I said, 

·' "who are the others?" and he identified them as himself 
•i 
'· 

1
! and hi s brother and s i s t er and I s a i d , "Now th a t is 

:: 
jj 

ij 
" •l 

j: 
!' ,I 
Ii 
·' 

fa] 
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your family?" and he said, "Yes, that is my family.u 

And I said, "Where do you live?" and he said, uRight 

here in my house." This is my home here and this is my 

family." 

Q All right, during the conversation thereafter, 

did they ever make ~ny remarks about--say ·their parents 

or Mr. or Mrs .. Toombs directly? 

A No, I was curious about· that. and in an 

individual interview with Mrs. Chapman, I asked her if 

the children ever remarked about their natural parents and 

she said--

MORRISON I would object to that. It is hearsay. 

0 Based on that interview, if you will, and if 

you would just quickly review what records have you 

' ;,. reviewed, if any, in, coming to. yo.ur conclusion you set 

" ·~ 
... 

'! 

'I. • ., ... !· 

·' ., 

forth in your report. 

A Well, as I ~aid, there is an abundance.of 
. ·-- .. :, : : ;·--~.-: ·::.·~'.t.·::..·.-. ~":~·;~ .~~ .~.~~.: . •' 

ltlctt:lH'iBi ~ 'tfrere~are· p·s·ycholo-g-i.e-a:J..s' TICHfl the Child· 

Development Clinic. I reviewed those. There are reports 

from the UVA Genetic Clinic. I reviewed those. There 

are·~xt~nsive·c~~e lb~aj"Yr6~ the Depa~tment of social 

Services and I reviewed those. ·There are social histories 

from the courts and I reviewed those. Letters from the 

Mental Health Clinic among other clinics in the state 

for exhibits. 

·' 



0 In light of the material that you have read.-

and in light of your conversations with other people, 

in light of your investigation and your being mature, 

were there any interactions that you saw as far as you 

were able to observe--what is your professional opinion? 

MORRISON Well, ask him first, can he express an opinion. 

Q All right, sir. ~ased on that ~nformation, 

can you express ~n opinion, a ~~6f~s~iona1 opinion? 

-· ... -·· . A Yes, I feeL that I can do so comfortably. I 

do think I can. 

Q All right, what is yo~r opinion? 

M-y op in i o-n · in terms of psycho 1 o g i ca 1 a t tac h -

men ts? 

Q Yes, in terms of psychological attachments and 

:: in terms or, to use··yotir ph'rase, "psychological st-rangers" 

:I. 

with their family, is it possible for you, in your 

~ professional opinion, to state a time frame, if you will? 

- . - .· . . 

A As far as like that--

0 . State a.time that· it is possible for it to I 

take for the Toombs and these three children to be, ·to 

use your phrase, I guess, "psychologic~l family." 

A Yeah. 

NORRI SON Your Honor, I object to--
.. _., 

f; 

·- ,, [72] 
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0 Basically, I don't think the question is 

·; clear to you. 

A I think I can. You are talking about--

O.K. I do think as far as the length of time 

it takes for parents and child to be psychological 

strangers, there is a lot of determination in that sort 

of thing. There-are some general principales usually 

the younger the children are, the more apt the children--

if the children ~re ybuhg~~hd there is a separation and 

infrequent visitation, a psychological distance occurs 

much quicker. It occurs· quickly. With older children, 

it occurs more gradually. I do think that children--

~: you can't specify a certain time limit, for it takes--! 
r, 
! 

.: 
:. 

do think that there has been sufficient time in this case 

to burn out a considerable psychological distance between 

the children and the natural parents. This doesn't 

mean that the parents do this so much. It is the· children. 

You have to ~eep that in mind. The p~rents' attachments 

will persist but the children's can shift very quickly. 

Q Can you e~press an opinion as to the effect 

it would have on the :ahildren, if; based on the investi-

gation that you have done, what effect would the trans-

ferring or changing custody at this point? 

A To the natural parents? 

- ( o I -



(' To the natural parents? 

A Well, it is pretty obvious. I think a 

competent person could predict that the children would 

probably--because these things have happened in the past 

and when there has been significant separation, the 

children would probably develop a number of physical 

problem$, maybe bedwetting and social support, there 

would probably be a reduction in their ability to do well 

in school, there would be behavioral problems, 

0 All right, in your review of the children's 

records, have you ever see~ any of those instances? 

A When there has been separations? 

Q Yes. 

.2! Yes, it has been docketed in some of the 

reports, yes. 

;: 0 All right, that is all. 

.. 

A O.K., thank you. 

I 
I 

-WilJ- ~oY repeat what ~ttempts you made to 
!I 
i 

' 

LA V.J Y F.R 

I 
observe the children with Mr, and'.Mrs. Toombs? 

A .o.K. Well, number one. the social worker and 

I went-there to make the initial visit and at that time I 

I 

J' 
I 
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I 
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I 
' 

\. 
·..: 

tried to set up a meeting with the Toombs and the child.~n 

anrl I had great difficulty getting Mr. Toombs to agree 

on a definite time. He was very evasive and we couldn't 

agree on a time. 

0 Were you able to come to an understanding of 

when you were going to--

A Yes, I said I~would come out. on the afternoon 

of the 7th or 8th ahd he said, ffO.K. I might be here but 

I can't promise you." 

Q Was that for .a :specific .night? 

A No, he wouldn't give me a definite day. He 

wouldn't give me a definite date. I said, "Well, how 

about Thursday or Friday," and he said, "O.K., I might 

be here and I might no~." He was unsure what his 

schedule was. 

Q Did you make any other attempts? 

A Yes, I came up the following day accompanied 

by the social worker. 

' 
·fi me wa.s: .that? 

It was appr?x~mately ten o'clock in the 

morning and we went up to the--

Q What day was this? 

A It was on a Friday morning at ten o'clock on 

April 12. 

- Io 3 -
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All right. 

}\ And we were unable to qet a response. We 

knocked on the door and called. 

r A 11 rig ht. 

Ji I came back on Saturday and talked with Mr. 

Toombs and I tried to set up an appointment on Saturday. 

Q Were you successful? 

A I talked with him at that time and he indicated 

·that ·he no--lGnger- wished for this typ.e of service and 

he said he wanted to find someone else to do the 

evaluation. 

Q A.11 right. 

- 10+-



APRIL 25, 1980, 3 p.m. 

Bailiff 

COURT 

GAR BEE 

Opened court. 

All right. 

Mr. Turner said he was going to be here 

this morning to give an evaluation of the interaction 

between the parents arid the children. 

COURT All right. 

A I don't think he is here yet but he is coming. 

She said he is here. 

COURT 

CLERK 

All right. 

Do you solemn]~ swear that the evidence you 

give the Court in the case now before the Court to be the 

tfuth, the whole truth and nothin~ but the truth, so help 

you God? 

A I do. 

,-; AR BEE 

Q You are John Turner? 

Yes, sir. 

Q And you testified in this case on April 14, 

1 believe, concerning William and Glenda Toombs, is 

that right? 

A Y.es, sir. 

All right, at that time you had not had the 

-opportunity to observe Mr. and Mrs. Toombs with the 

children, is that correct? 



,_ 

A }'es, sir. 

All right, a.t that time you had not • Since 

. that time, "have you .had an opportunity to observe them 

with the children?. 

Yes, I have; 

Wh~n did that observance take place? 

A Tuesday after~oon, April 15. 

MORRISON E.xcuse me, Your Honor, 'I do not recall having 

the witness·es ·in co1:1·rt an-d I can't ;c:.ecall a.t th.e prior 

hearin~ whether there wa$ a motion to separate them. I 

don't have any problem with that but--

COURT O.K. 

DAY ·z WOULD move that they be separated.· 

COURT All right, call your wLtnesse~ up ~nd let 

them be sworn and separated. 

CLERK bo you solemnly swear that the. evidence you 

!l 

give the Court in the case now before the Court to be the. 
- ! 

... 

truth, the whole truth and nothing.but t~e truth, ~o help 

you God? 

A I do. 

COURT All right, proceed. 

{;.zi.R BEE 

Q Mr. Turner, will you tell the judge under what 

- lob -
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circumst~nces you were able to observe Mr. and Mrs. 

Toombs and the children? 

.Zl Yes, I picked the children up at Mrs. Chapman's 

and transported them to the trailer of the Toombs and 

observed the interaction and then transport~d the children 

back. 

0 

A 

How 1 o n-g .a t i me p e-r i o d di d th i s t a k e ? 

The···transportation process back and .. forth 

took about an hour and the actual visit took approximately 

thirty to forty minutes. 

Q Now what were you able to observe in relation-

ship between ~r. and Mrs. Toombs and the children? 

Of course, there are three children involved 

here and so there is some--

Q 

A 

Did you talk individually with each child? 

O.K. in regard to the two younger children, 

they were more outgoing. R~garding Glenn Allen, the 

· ol-d'€s1?7•obe~-<JenePa·iLJ:1j · h·e·-di4 not exhibit a great .. deg.ree 

of interest with his parents and it seemed like.once 

the parents realized this, tbey responded similarly a~d 

seemed to t hf ow - -611 t - more"-' ener_gy and more interest i rito 

the two y ounger children, Carolyn and Thomas. 

0 Will you explain it to me about whether or 

not appearancAs--if they were reacting or not reacting and 

their response to that? 

[a~J 
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;1 O.K. This is a subjective thing but I can 

do that. When we first walked into the-trailer, Glenn 

sort of looked around and he interacted a little bit 

with his natural parents and then aftei th~t point though 

when the parents asked Glenn something and tried to ·get 

something ~oing·with him. he. ~eemed to sort of ignore it. 

He didn't have.much to say in response -0r he s~emed to 

be preoccupied with something else. At one point·, he 

began· U) draw · a --ti' u cR '.on - a · pi e c e· of paper and t ha t was 

pretty much the 'stopping endeavor on his part. At some 

point his parents, especially Mr.· Toombs, ·who made· some 

comment about the picture' and what he was drawing but 

Glenn did'not s~em t6 respond to them. In fact, he was 

pretty quiet during t,he t-ransportation down. there. 

Q Will you explain what you meant by Mr. and 

Mrs. Toombs' reaction to their behavior? 

A Yes, it is a sort df thing where if a 

youngster doesn't respond to you very much, after awhile 

you lose interest and then sta~t directing that energy 

to the child who responded more to your gestures or 

to your overtures. It is just that simple. 

0 All right, throughout the interview, was 

there more interaction between the parents and the 

other two children? 

- /DB~ 
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Yes, Carolyn displa~ed the most interacti0n 

with her parents and that seemed to be basically because 

Carolyn is more outgoing, warm, agressive, and seemed 

to want attention more than the other children. They 

seemed to respond a certain· way and a 1 a rger percentage 

of the time in interaction with Carolyn and there were 

problems in the interaction between the parents and ·the 

children. 

And you say the children were with Mr. and Mrs. 

Toombs for thirty ·to forty minutes? 

.Zl Yes•' 

And did you observe anything remarkable in 

the· relations·hip between the·-parents and the children or 

anything, say a pattern, etc.? 

A Yes~ if you--bne time I observed a pattern 

of the mother was more of a~marginal figure as far as 

being a responsible parent for the children. The -father 

seemed.to assume'more responsibility fbf getting things 

for the kids or ~oward initiating interaction with· the 

*ids and seemed to be more~-the responsible parent o~ 

the two. Another thing I observed--

Expla"i'1'1 why you formed' tha't conclusion about 

the parents and--

A Well, for awhile, for example, some of the 

.... 

[as] 
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participation was going on, she sat in a chair in the 

living room and looked down at the floor like this, and 

didn:t seem to have--didn't seem to want to inteiact 

with the children. Ki~d of like. she was preoccupied with 

somethin~ else and the kids--not that she.wasn't aware 

of t,. ha t w a s: going . on , . bu t sh~ a p pea red to be a w a re of 

what was going on but not too concerned. She did not 

initiate a lot ·of interaction with the ahildren. 

Will you describe the trailer itself, especi-

ally in ~e~ard to the advisability or suit~bility of it, . 

. you know. 

A O.K. The trailer is located in ~he Tanglewood 

Trailer Park and is. on Route 29 south of Lynchburg ahd 

it is a two-bedroom trailer. I don't know how old it 

It has two 

bedrooms, a living room, kitchen and they have a bath 

room and the bedrooms are quite small. There is not 

· v·~f y '~mu ch··'·'f°ror::a:c s'pa-ee .,. vrh:ic h, is not C•ON·er-e4 blj. ii h-e . beds., 

and it was fairly clean and it was warm and it was a 

.sort of a cold day and it was warm and my impression was 

f}ia·t it -w_ouTd .be. sort -or 'cra·mped situation for five·· 

children, fo~ five people. 

Did you discuss with Mr. and Mrs. Toombs 

exactly what the sleeping arrangements would be if the 

- /I 0 ~ 
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children were returned to them? 

A Yes, Mr. Toombs indicated that the parencs 

would be sleeping in one bedroom and two of the children 

in the other and then the third child would sleep on the 

sofa in the living room. 

Q All right, based upon the purview of the 

various cases and all the agencies in Lynchborg and 

Campbell County on February 14 and from your report and 

also from your observation of the children interacting 

with their parents, were you able to form an opi.nion 

concerning the advisabili~y of returning the children to 

their natural parents at any time now or in the future? 

A Yes, it is. my opinion that the children should 

not be returned to the parents at this point and at any 

point in the future. 

Q That is all I wanted to know. Thank you. 

NORRI SON 

Q Mr. Turner, could you have been there as 

little as a half an hour? 

A Sir? 

Q Is it possible that yo? were there for as 

short a period as a half an hour? 

I would say approximately thirty to forty 

minutes. 

I• 
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.- About ~ half an hour? 

A Not under a half an hour. 

0 Now you mentioned in your repprt--it was 

pretty much subjective and you also, in this short period 

df time, were pretty superficial too? 

A Well, in my opinion, not so superficial with 

training experience find with. the training .I have h~d, I 

can observe patt~rns,in a shbrt period of time. 

Q Weli, you are talking about the psychological 
." ' .. 

make up of the parent~child and interrelationships, 

tha·t is basi"cally i.•ha·t we .are. talking about, is that right? 

A ·_Yes,. sir. 

Q And a psychologists would obviously have a lot 

of input.in that sort of determination, wouldn't they not? 
·:"·' 

A -It j.ust .. depe.nd.s. I . t _bi n k a _ c]) :i J. q ' s e v a 1 u a t i on 

calls for such a skill; Academic training and credentials 

may not prepare one to conduct such_ a child's evaluation . 

. ' ~ ~ ' --' . ·. (. 

your agency, is that correct? 

A Yes, we do. 

A Yes a sofa·bed. 

Q A sofa bed, thank you. 

COURT All right, is th~t ail? 

[ss] 
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COURT 

DAl' 

COURT 

NORRI SON 

COURT 

the case. 

NORRI SON 

Mr. Turner, did you prepare a report? 

Yes, sir, I did. 

May we have it? 

Yes, sir. 

I would like to admit it into evidence. 

Have you seen it"?-· 

Let m.e see i t . 

I j us t f i 1 e d a · copy ·a r i t. w i th t he papers i n 

We object on t~e basis that we did last time, 

insufficient evidence of-~ 

COURT We have a copy of it in writing and it should 

be in the record. This testimony is the evidence in the 

tria1 and I think it is sufficient--

NOR RISON 

COURT 

'DA .r 

t'<ll.' R1' 

COi.i J.~T 

MORRISON 

stand. 

I just don't want the record .to-­

All right, thank you. 

May this witness be ~xcused? 

.Yes, sir. 

·Al]"· right. 

I would like to call Katherine Viar to the 

Ms. Viar, you have previously testified in 

this case, have you not? 

/ 13 -
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,; Yes, sjr. 

I will ask you two questions. 

Did you send me a letter dated April 15 

concernjng this particular matter? 

Yes, I did. 

And in that letter, did you state that one 

visit with the Toombs family at the clinic would provide 

very limited data for you and it would only be a super-

ficial observation of the family 'surroundings? Is that 

your opinion·? 

Yes, sir. . 
i 

I 
Q All right, thank you. l 1 • 

I 
; 

I 
I 

COURT Mr. Garbee? I 
I 
I 

I have a couple of questions. GARBEE 
i 

Q Did you appear on April 14 when this case was 

heard before; and I believe at that time you were skeptical 

about seeing M~. and Mrs .. Toombs and the children, is that 

correct? I 
A Inaudible (no mike, apparently) 

Did you see Mr. and Mrs. Toom~s and the 

i 

i1. I . 
I 

children since that time? 

Inaudible 

Was it fo~·y0u to see Mr. and Mrs. Toombs ---
and the children? 

[90 J 
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A Inaudible. 

0 Do you know of any events that took place 

to help you form an opinion? 

A Inaudible. 

As far as you know, were the visits made to--

A Inaudible. 

0 You are talking about yesterday? 

Inaudible. 

0 And that is the first you have heard about it? 

A That is right. 

0 Thank you. 

MORRISON Yobr Honor, I would like ·to call Mr. Glenn W. 

Deaner. 

Q Mr. Deaner, will you state your full name for 

the Court? 

A Glenn W. Deaner. 

0 Where do you live, ~r. Deaner? 

A 2009 Kingstbfi Avenue, Lync~~urg. 

0 How long have-you lived.in Lynchburg? 

A Kbout 15. yea-rs. 

(,i And do you work here in Lynchburg? 

Yes, I did. I worked 37 years here in 

Lynchburg. 

- It~- • < 
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Wpere do you work? 

Craddock-Terri}. 

Thirty-seven ye~rs? 

Thirty-seven ·years~ 

Are you related to either one 9f the Toombs? 

She is my daughter. 

Mrs. Toombs i~ your daughter? 

Yes, sir. 

.Row well-do yqu know these children? 

Well, I know them good. 

There has been ·sbme evidence introd~ced to 

the Court about some ps~chological problems that youi 

daughter has had over. the years. How has she .been doing 

for the last· year or sd? 

A Well, I think--

CARBEE Your Honor, I objec; to Mr. Deaner testifying 

to Mrs. Tombs' psychological problems. 

COURT I think that is a, you can ask how she has been 

doing . 

GARBEE I don't think he knows about her physical or 

psychological problems. 

COURT Well, I will take. it as we go along. 

GARBE·E That just calls for an expert and I don't know 

how he can--

: . 
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f.10RRISON 

Have you observed any changes, I understand 

you are not a doctor. 

~ ,, Oh, yeah, I think she is a whole lot better. 

Q Why do· you say that? 

A Because Yhave been looking at her and checking 

on her. 

0 How does she feel about her children? 

A She feels like she ought to have them back. 

Q Does it bother her? 

A Sure it bothers.her. 

Q How about Mr. Toombs? 

A He is all right, he don't go to work and keep 

a job like he ought to. 

Q Has he been better on the job? 

Has he been working better for the last year 

or so? ... 

A A whole lot better. 
•. 

Q. How about the place where they live? Have 

they been staying in one spot recently? 

A l'es, sir. 

Q Tell us about what you 1 have observed. Do you 

have a hard time· hearing? 

A No, I can't hear too good. 

-- /J7-
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·Tell the Covrt jf you wjll please iJl>out how 

' the parents, the Toombs, how they do with the children. 

What have you observed? 'I 

Well, J think they do all right if he would 

keep his job like he is supposed to and work and every 

thin~ and take care of them. They are able to do. 

Q Have you seen how the children act toward 
I 

them? 

A They act real good, they lnve them. 

Q Have you seen them mistreat any of them? 

A No, sir, no, sir. 

D Have you ever seen 
' 

them not feed the children? 

A No, sir. 

Q I don't have anything further, Your Honor. 

COURT All right. 

CARBEE 

Q How many times ha~e you seen Mr. Toombs with 

the children 'during the past ·year? 

l! All I can say is about six or seven times, 

something like that. 
I 

Q When was the last time you saw them together? 

It must have been about Easter. 

rvhcn? 
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.II Easter when we had the birthday party. 

0 This past Easter? 

A Yes, sjr. 

0 And you said Mr. Toombs was all right as 

long as he kept a joD? 

A Right. 

r. He has had-some problems wi~h his job during 

the past year, hasn't he? 

;; WELL, if he would ~o on arid keep one job, 

he wo~ld be a whole lot better off. He keeps changing 

jobs. 

0 All right, when was the last time he changed 

jobs, do you know? 

.ti Well, I am not sure but he changes too often. 

Q Has he changed during the past six months? 

.; A I think he has, yes. 

Q Do you know where he is working now? 
:i 

.:• 
A He was'layirig brick but I am not sure that 

was within the last two w.eeks. 

And_ had he been out of work before that? 

_/; Yes a n d · he c11 t s gr a s .s and , yo u know , I don ' t 

know, he has done all ki~ds of work. He has worked at 

the stock market. 

0 rvhen was that? 

--··--;- ----- --· - -~- --· -- -
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That has been about a month ago. The stock 

market. He works out there when they--I don't thi·nk that 

he worked out there but two or .three days a week though. 

Was that the only job he had at the time? 

At the time, yeah. 

All right, what did he do before that time? 
.\ 

Well, like I said, he worked laying brick 

for awhile. 

~ Do you know when he stopped doing that? 

~ I don't know. 

O Do you know when he stopped laying bricks? 

I think .it was about two months ago. 

O.K. thank you. That is all the questions I 

hav e. 

DAY 

Q Mr. Deaner, how lodg"has your daughter had 

these problems? 

A r\1ha t do you mean mental problems? 

~), l' es, sir. 

;1 h'el 1, she has had them 14 years. 

Q Has them all the time? 

_;; Yeah. 

Q Does she come and go, get better and--

- /:iv-
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A Yeah. She used to but she is doing a whole 

lot better now since she is stying off that medicine 

theu had been giving her. They have been giving her too 

high powered medicine. 

. 
-·· 

.l; 

Q 

A 

0 

A 

Q 

MORRISON 

Q 

All right, how old is--

Sixty- two. · 

Sixty-two? 

1' es. 

-Have you ever kept the children? 

Oh, yes. 

You have? ~-!hen? 

·I kept them a couple of years ago. 

Do you love the children? 

Oh, yes. 

That is all I have. 

·Let me get this straight. Do you know how 

mAny months ~go did you say you saw th~se children? 

. ·1 I ·say I saw.'them Easter . 

i.) How many months was that ago? 

/l Well, you know when Elster w~s, don't you? 

This past Easter? 

/l Yes. 

- I cl I -
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Where was that? 

A We went down there and took some down ------

there. 

0 Did you say this was at a birthday party? 

Did you say something about a party? 

We just took.some down there. ------

Q All right, thank you. 

That is all I have, Your Honor. 

All right, thank you, Mr. Deaner. 

I 
! 

MORRISON Mr. Sam Burns 
; I 

i 

0 All right, would you state your name please? : J 

A Mr. Sam Burns. 

0 Where do you live, Mr. Burns? 
I 

i 
A 1911 Second Street, Lynchburg. •. 

I 

0 And where do you work? 

A Country .Roads.· 

Q And ho~ long have you worked there? 

A I worked there for six years and quit a year 

and came back to Lynchburg and quit and pome back again. 

0 Hqw long have you known the Toombs? 

A Before he and his wife' got married. 

0 Do you.know their three children? 

A Oh, yes, sure. 

-l;l.,1-
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0 How many times--how do you happen to know 

them? When did you see them together? 

A Well, I saw them when they were first born 

and I have come down and carried them places and spent 

the week end with them. 

0 You said you have given them transportation 

to go down and pick the children up? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q How did the visits go? 

I A What? 

Q How did the visits go between them and the 

children go? 

A It went just fine. 

How did the children act toward them? 

A They ju~t· loved it, I know that. 

Q How do _you know? What did you see? 

·A Well, when I carried them back where they 

were staying, ~hey cried ·when they had td get out ~f 
:. 

" the car, I know tha-t. 
:! 

0 They didn't-want to leave them? '! 

A That is the truth. .. 

0 And how long has it be~n si.nce the last visit? 

A I believe it was the birthday party, I don't 

" 
know. 

- -- ~· - - -·------- . 
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0 How long ago was that? 

A I think it was in"August. 

0 Aug~st of last year? 

A I think so. 

0 O.K. tell the Cour.t what happened during that 

visit. 

A Well, we went down to the mothers and had 

lunch and attended the birthday party and too~ them by 

.. the store when we. ca rr i e-d them back and got them candy, 

cake and drink or whatever they, wanted. I 
Q The children s~emed. to be happy~ ·did they? 

A ~ure "the~ were hap~y.· 
I 

Q How do Mr. and Mrs. Toombs feel about the 
I . 
I 

I 
j 

. , 

children? .. 
A . They love them as far as I know. ·_ 

,. 
!'. 

1: Q Weli, what makes you think they love them? 
l! 
,; 

!i 
i!· 

A Well, they seemed to every time I have been 

. , 
around them . 

:i. 

II 
0 I have no further questions, thank you. 

COURT All right. 

; 

GAR BEE i 

0 How many . times have you seen Mr. and Mrs. I 
i 

Toombs and the children during the past year? 
1 · 
'. 

[zoo] 
i 
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A 

week end. 

Q 

A 

A 

A 

Q 

A 

two. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

you seen 

A 

twice. 

Q 

DAY 

A 

Q 

Well, I used to carry 'them up abdut every 

I am talking about the past year. 

This year? 

Since May of last year. 

In 1980? 

Well, since May of 1979. 

Just about every week end, I think but one or 

How many is that? 

I can't 'count. 

Could you give a rough estimate? 

Well, 

Since August of 1979~ how many .week ends·ha~e 

the children and the parents: together? 
1 •• ·: •• 

Since the birthda1/:party.,_ z .·think _once 
.... :.. ·<J'. .. . ~ 

. ; 

O.K. tnat is all ·r have. 

Mr. B~±rls, ~o ~oti ever--

My children c~ll~-

What·- do they call them? 

.. ! 
. \ 

I 
! 
I . 

·<! 

I . .. 
. \­. \ 

or· 
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A Glenn Allen, Thomas Lee _and Carolyn Ann. 

0 "When you see the~ together, .does Mrs. Toombs 

us~ally just sit around and--

A No, not all the time. 

0 Not all t~e time? 

A N-0, both of them work together when they have 

them to take care of them. 

0 They do? 

·A :Yes, they do. 

0 Thank you, that is all I have. 

COURT Next witness, 

MORRISON Mrs. Cox please. Josephine Cox. 

Q State your name for the record please. 

A Josephi·ne Cox; · 
•/ 

Q How old are._you? ·· 
.... ._ 

'· 

A ·_Twenty two~ · 
. .. . -"·.' 

.. . .: -
...... ·.:·:-·'.-· . 

• •* • ••• 

0 Ahd where do· ~ou live, ~rs.- cox? 

A Lot 37, Tanglewood Tr~iler Park, Rustburg. 

Q How long have you lived there? 

A It will be a year in :July.· 

I 

Q How lon~ have you known the Toombs? 

A Almost a y·ear. 

Q What sort of people do they appear to be? 

- /J../, -
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A Nice people. I like them a whole lot. 

0 How close do you live from where they live? 

A I live across the road in a trailer. 

0 Have you had a conversation with either Mr. 

or Mrs. Toombs about possibly doing some baby sitting 

for the children if they are allowed to go back to the 

Toombs? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 .could: y..ou .d.o tha.t. for them? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Now have you ever seen the Toombs and their 

children together? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how did they act when they were together? 

Well, th~y 16~~ ths kids and the kids love 

them back. They love the children and the children ·do 

love them and ·when they get. ready to leave, they don '.t 
~ · .. 

want to leave. 
, ·• .. 

0 Have you ever seen the Toombs .do anything in 

any way to them? 

A No, sir. 

.-0 ·All right, thank you. 
l . 
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i 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I . I 
I 
l 
I 

I 
I 

I 

_j 



"GARBEE 

0 Are you married? 

A Divorced. 

0 Do you work? 

A No, sir. 

Q How many times have you seen Mr. and Mrs. 

Toombs with the children since last summer? 

A Once or twice. 

0 When was that? 

A I think that was the day that--

Q Roughly. 

A About two months ago. 

Q Where do they go to see the children? 

A I don't know·. 

Q WELL, did you see them when they went to see 

the children? 

A No, I didn't. 

i a; ~alkiag ab9ut when ~ou saw the children 

and the Toombs together when was the last time you saw 

them together? 

·It was this month or las.t month •. 

Q O.K. That is all the qpestions I hav~. 

All right, that is all I have. 

I ;).8 -

I 

I 

I' 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I' 

' 

i ·-

I 

. -~-I 
~ . ..,. 

·--~_-



··-
-: 

.. 

!: 

-: 
.1 

~ ! 

; . 
. ; 

\. -

DAY 

0 Have you ever baby sat these children before? 

A No, sir. 

Q Have you ever been around them? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 You have? How are the children? Are they 

excited and act like any ch1ldren. their age? 

A Uh, huh.· 

Q Thank you. 

COURT Thank _you. 

A Uh, huh. 

MORRISON Mr. Toombs. 

CLERK Do you solemnly to t~Ll the truth, the whole 

tru~h and n~thing but 'th~ truth, so help yoµ God? 

A I do. 

0 

please? 

A 

0 

question, .i~ that correct? 

A Yes, that i~ right>" 

0 Could you tell the Court briefly about how 

you feel about the children? 

-l~q-
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0 Well, I love my children and am going to aim 

~o take care of them the best I can. 

0 Where have you bee~ living for the past year? 

A Lot 40, Tanglewood Trailer Court. 

0 Have you been at that place for a year? 

A Close to it, one year and eight months. 

Q Tell us about the trailer? 

A I keep it pretty clean, I think. 

0 Now_ up until Augu~t of 1979, had you seen_the 

children pretty regularly? 

A All is said and done, I have. 

You saw -them regularl.y? 

A No, I can't say that because sometimes I 

have made arrangements to go and something ·happened and 

i·coi..Hd'h't get: ·t1re:t .. e'irrrti·l· 'it· wou·lii be ·too··J.ate for 

me to call anybody and I don't call. 

0 But how often do you go a month? 

A Well, - t expec·t~-'.;.ie -'go 'two . times and. ma Yi?e _ some 

months only once. 

Q Only once sometimes? 

A Yes. 

Q You see them sometimes' once and sometimes twice? 

A Yeah. 

Q How do you do with the children? 

/30-
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A I think we do fine if they will let us take 

them back. They was all right until we got to the house 

.. to take them up there but when we got to the house there 

:! 
i! ., 

·, 

the little girl, Carolyn, John took us back and I took 

them in the house, the two little boys and the little 

girl was in the back seat crying, so I had to go back 

out there and get her and bring her in. 

0 How is your wife doing now? She has had some 

problems, hasn't she? 

A Yes, sir, they have been giving her too much 

medicine and they come back in 25 minutes and she took 

too much medicine and she wanted to sleep all the time. 

Q If· your children are returned to you, could 

you find a baby sitter? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 All right, tell us.how you feel about the 

:i ·! children. 

:1 
.... ·- ... -~•-OO-j ............. ~ •• :r, ···-· • ~- I-"love them--:.-·I ... fl...rri._.cxazy about t.ht?!T' ariE. .J. 
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want them back. 

Q And you will do whatever i's-·n-ecessary to 

get them back? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you go to~see a psyc~jatrist? 

A ·r ~aid I wotild a»d the woman said I wouldn't 

go but I called last week and every time I called, she 
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was not in and I finally got them Tuesday, t believe 

'it was. 

~ You called when? 

"· I called week before last, I show did. 

0 .Have you encouraged your wife to go to the 

doct~r when the doctor tol.d her to come in? 

A Well, I don't have no way to carry her to the 

doctor. 

If ·she· would' not go, y·ou ·wo·uld ·try ·to help 

and encourage her to go, wouldn't you? 

A Yes, but I do, and I gav e her some money 

but I have to work. 

Q Has there ever been a problem with trying to 

take her for--

A Yes, I dori't have no phone and I have to stay 

up there for one half hour trying to get the line. 

Q That causes you some problem~? 

A A whole lot of problems. I.mean sometimes I 

try to ge~ to the pho~e booth and the line js bu~y and 

you ~ever get to use it, somebody e~se is there trying 

to use· it and you have to stand there and wait and all. 
i 
\ 

Q So you have a problem calling your lawyer 

and doctor and it is a difficult problem sometimes, is it? 
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A Yes, like I say, most of the times you call 

and can't get them and you have to stand up there until 

you can get it and .that phone up there at the store just 

stays busy. 

0 How did yo~ feel when your visitation rights 

were terminated? 

A I:didn't Like it. 

0 You didn't like it? 

A "'No, 'sir·;. I show didn't. I didn't think it 

was right. 

0 What did you do the other day when-~ 

A Well, I just represented myself, and I didn't 

have an attorney and I can represent myself and I still 

can. 

Q O.K~ I have no further questions. 

GAR BEE 

.o Mr. Toombs; you have been offered appoint-

ments and you~have been referred by different peopl~, 

including the judge of the J&D Court,. Judge Wingo, and 

1'1 r . Morr i s on a n d v a :t·i o us · p e op 1 e t o s e e a p s y chi a tr i s t , · i s 

that true? 

A I don't think Judge Wingo said nothing about 

it. I was by Judge Moon which I have--
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0 You don't remember Judge Wingo? 

A Yes, sir, I know Judge Wingo, and I remember 

him saying it myself. 

0 O.K. but this has been going on since last 

October or November, hasn't it? 

A No, sir, no, sir. (Inaudible) 

Q I am sorry, I didn't hear what you said. 

A No, sir, it hasn't been going on since last 

October. or .November. 

Q You don't remember that Judge Wingo advised 

you and you± attortiey to see somebody? 

Baek iR October or November, J ~asn't, no. 

Q 0 •• K. You said you gav e Mrs. Toombs some 

money to go to see the d6ctor but you were working--

. A Yes, that·js- what I said . 

Q O.K. are you working now? 

A No, sir. 

Q You are not hauling--

A There is nothing to do this week and I aint 

done nothing since back there in November or December. 

I helped with some tobacco for Roy Whitten and I got sick. 

He turned me off and he told me wh~n business picked back 

up he would hire me back and the boy next door told me 

to com~ over there this week. This guy who lives above 

·- - 13.~ -

·---------------

i 
I 

-I 
I 1 

i l . 
I 1 
I 

i 
I 

ll 
I 

ii 



. ) .. 

·' :, 

!! 
·1 
I, 

:: 

me there, he said he has some work over here for a lawy~~ 

somewhere and he asked me to help him. 

0 What have you and Mrs. Toombs been living 

off pf since the first of the year since you have been 

out of work? 

A -~well, we have been living off of what income 

she. could make out of food· stamps wlJen ·the weather was bad. 

Q Now you haven't paid any support for your 

·· ---c-hiliiI'er-i siRce· they· ha,ve·· -been- in fQster care in December 

of 1976, have you? 

A No, I haven't paid any support but I have 

·pou~ht cl~theg arid Christma~·stuff and all that for them. 

Q That is all the questions that I have. 

DAY 

Q M±. Toombs, ·ao you think, do you want your 

;i children to have an education .and try ·to get ahead in 

life? 

A I want them to have a bet~~r o~e~than I h~~, 

'! 
yes, sir. 

!i 

Q 
; 

But· do y·<:H1 think that the·I'e are some o.ther 

I 

peopl~ wh6 might be·better able to give them that? 

A No, sir, I do not. 

Q Thank you, that is all. 

,, 
:i 

i: 
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MORRISON 

Q. Come on down there-and have a seat. Do 

you think you can take the stand? 

A I will try. 

Q You just take your time now or you can sit 

right there if you,want to •. Rad you rather sjt right 

here or would you like to go up there? 

A I ~ill go up there. 

, •. <>·. -· ·o· -e.~. 0ust ta*e your time, we a~e ROE <JOing 

;i ,, 
" 
" ' 

to hurt you. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give • CLERK 

tlie Court in ·the case no-W before the Court to~~ve·the t·ruth, 

the whole truth and rioth~ng but the truth so help you God? 

A I do. 

MORRISON 

0 Now Mrs. Toombs, I know you are a little bit 

nervous but_ speak up so we ca~ hear you. 

Q You do love your children, isn't that correct? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q How do you feel about them? 

A I love my child~en a lot. 

I 

Q Have you been gain~ to the doctor regularly 

when they have asked you to go? 

A I try to go to the doctor when they want me to. 

-i3(p-

·7 

I 
I 

i 

ii 
I 

ii 
ti 
I 

_J 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

ii 

:• 

., 
:·. 
I 

:i 
'I 

" :! 
" 
" 

0 

A 

0 
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Q 

GAR BEE 

COURT 

MORRISON 

COURT 

Are you f~eling any ~etter now since going--

Yes, I feel some bet·ter nOk'. 

Do you think you are going to continue to 

I hope so. 

You are going to try? 

Yeah. 

All right. 

No questions. 

All right, thank you, Mrs. Toombs. I 
I 

i 
·I 

! 
O.K. Is that all of the evidence? 

; 

We rest, Your Honor. 

All right. 

[111] 
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCULT COURT FOR THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG_ 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

IN RE: GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS- 0 R D E R 

This day came the Lynchburg Division of Social Services, by 

counsel, which has petitioned the Court for the permanent separation 

of GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS from his parents and placement of said child 

with the Lynchburg Division of Social Services for the purpose of 

Adoptiqn; 

And it appearing to the Court as follows: 

That the name of said child is GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS, and that 

-he wa-s -born on August 13 ,. 197-3~. -

That the mother of said chiid is Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs; 

That the father of said child is William Allen Toombs; 

Tha-t· th-e ·sa±d· nroth"er; -GJ:t=nda- -earoi ... Dec.ner· Toomhs and the said 

father, William Allen Toombs, Frank W. Morrison, attorney for the 

said Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Toombs, and 

SneI"Wood s.· Day, guardian-ad-lrtem for ·the said GL"ENN ALLEN TOOMBS, 

are present in Court; 
-

That the said GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS is in Court by reason of 

corning within the purview of ~he-l~w within the me~ning of Title 

16.1, Chapter 11, of the Code of Virginia, 1 (1950), as amended; 

That the evidence presented is clear and convincing and it is 

in the best interests of GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS that the residual 

parental rights of his parents be terminated and that said parents, 
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without good cause, have been unwilling or unable within a reasonable 

period to remedy substantially the conditions which led to the 

£ child's foster.,care.placement,_notwithstanding the reasonable and 

appropriate efforts of social, medical, and mental health or other 

rehabilitative agencies to such end. 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, the Court, having.heard the evidence 

upon said Petition and being of the opinion that the said GLENN ALLEN 

TOOMBS comes within the jurisdiction of the law as embraced in 

·Titole l6 .. 1,- Ghapter~-11.of. the .code. o.f Virginia (1~_50) as amended, 

doth so adjudicate and doth ORDER that the said GLENN ALLE~ TOOMBS 

be committed, and doth hereby corruni t him to the care and custody of 

the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

It further i~pearing to the Court from the evidence and from 

proper studies heretofore made and filed herein that it is for the 

said GLENN ALLEN TOOMBS best interes,ts, and that of the state, 

that said child be separated permanently from his parents, the said 

Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Tooffibs, and that all 

residual parental rights of said parents be terminated, it is sp 

ORDERED; and the said Lynchburg Di vision of Social Services shall 

be free to place said child for adoption and consent thereto and 

make such permanent plans for said child as may otherwise be within 

the scope of their authority. 

It is further· ordered that Frank west Morrison be awarded the 

fj 
of 100. oo sum for his fee in representing the parents of said ,, 

11 
that Sherwood S. Day be awarded the sum of / oo. oo child herein, 
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for his fee 
as guardian ad litem herein, and that John Turner be 

sum of iJ J ""l._ S:-; as his fee for· conducting -an-.inde-..., .re 
awarded the 

pendent investigation in this cause. 

Finally, the request of the parents of said child that the 

Court appoint an attorney to perfect an appeal of the Court's 

that should they wish to perfect such an appeal, that they 

irrunediately attempt to hire an attorney should they have the re-

·· s~rrrce'S · to ·do so·;·· ·and·· ·should· they· ne-t·· be· able to hir.e an attorney 

to contact irrunediately the Virginia Legal Aid Society, Inc. 

ENTER: C;c;l!o 
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

IN RE: CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS 

) 
) 
) 
) 

.0 RD ER 

This day came the Lynchburg Division of Social Services, by 

counsel, which has petitioned the Court for the permanent separation 

of -CAROLYN·ANN TOOMBS from her.parents and placement of said child 

with the Lynchburg Division.of ·social_ Services for the purpose of 

Adoption; 

And "it appearing· to '"the ·Cou_i;-t: as · .follG>w..s: 

That the name of said child is CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS, and that 

she wa-s born on December 14, 19 7 4 • 

. That the mother of· sai'd child is Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs; 

That the father of said child is William Allen Toombs; 

That the said mother, Glenda CarQl Deaner Toombs and the said 

father, William Allen Toombs, Frank W. Morrison, attorney for the 

said Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Toombs,, and 

Sherwood-S. Day, guardian ad litern for the said CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS, 

are present in Court; 

That the said CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS is in Court by reason of 

coming within the ·purview of the law within the meaning of Title 

·: .:..' ' 
16.1, Chapter 11, 'of the Code of Virginia, (1950), a? amended; 

I 

That the evidence-presented is clear and convincing and it is 

in the best interests of CAROLYN ANN TOOMBS that the -residual 

parental rights of her parents be terminated and that said parents, 

without good cause, have been unwilling or unable within a reasonable 

- l'f/-



( 

appropria~e efforts.of social, medical, ana mental hea)th or othe 

rehabilitative agencies to such end. 

U'PON CONSIDERATJ.ON ·WHEREOF, the Court, having heard the ev:l oe -

upon said Petitio~ and being of the opinion that- the.said.CAROLYN: 

ANN TOOMBS comes within the jurisdiction of the l?W as embraced in 

Title 16. l.,, Chapter~_ l ~<?!~~l:">_e ___ C<?de _ of. Virginia { 19 50) as amended._ 

d~t~ ~~-a~~udicat~ and doth DRD~R .that the said CAROLYN N~N TdOMBS 

be comrni tted, and doth hereby comrni t him to the care and custody c 

the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

It further appearing to the Court from the evidence and from 

proper studies heretofore made and filed herein that it is for the 

said ,~CAROLYN ANN T001"1BS best interests, and that of the state, 

that said child be separate9 permanently from his parents, -the sa_J 

Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Toombs, and that~all 

~~sfaual ·p·a.rental: ri-ghts .Q-:f; said par.en ts b.e termin<?ted, it is so 

ORDERED; and the said ~ynchburg Division of Social services shall 

be free to place said child for adoption and consent thereto and 

.... - ............... . 
make such permanent pl·an·s- ":for . ~aid"' cn-iia "as may otherwise be within 

the scope of their authority. 

It is further 

of i100.'oo 

ordered that Frank west Morrison be awarded th 

sum 

child hereinr that 

for his fee in representing the parents of sai· 
. . I . J 

Sherwood S. Day .be awarded the sum of Joo. ~o 

foi his. fee as guardian ~a litern herein, and that John Turner be 

i . oo 
awarded the sum of J 25" -· as his fee for conducti!1g an inde-

pendent inyest~gation in this cause. 

- 14~ -
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Finally, the request of the parents· of said child that the 

Court appoint an attorney to perfect-an appeal of the Court's 

decision to .. :the;'Y_:i,.rg_in_ia Supr~me ,_CQur_t,,,,is_ hereby d,~n;ied, and 

Frank West Morrison is relieved of any further responsibility to 

represent th~m-in this matter, and the said parents are advised 

·that should they wish to perfect such an appeal, that.they 

to contact inunediately the Virginia LegaL Aid Society, Inc. 

ENTER: t I ? /~O 

< 
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

IN RE: THOMAS LEE TOOMBS 

) 
) 
) 
) 

0 R D E R 

This day came-the-Lynchburg Division.·of Social. Services,. by 

counsel, which has petitioned the Court for the permanent separation 

of THOMAS LEE TOOMBS from. his parents a_nd placement _of said child 

with the Lynchburg Division of Social Services for the purpose of 

Adoption; 

· · · · And-'.i:-t- appea·r-:i:ng -t:o the· Goui:t -a-s , f.oJ..-1-ows.: . 

That the name of said child is THOMAS LEE TOOMBS, and that 

he was born on June 18, 197~ .. 

... ~; . . . 

That the father of said child is William Allen Toombs; 

That the said mother, Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and the said 

father, William Allen Toombs, Frank W. Morrison, attorney for the 

said Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Toombs, and 

Sherwood S. Day,- gu?trdian ad litem for the said THOMAS LEE TOOMBS, 

are present in Court; 

That the·said THOMAS LEE TOOMBS .. is :i_n Court by reason of 
~ . . . 

coming within the purview of the law within the meaning of Title 

-
16.1, Chapter 11, of the Code of Virginia, (1950), as amended; 

That the evidence presenteq is clear and convincing and it is 

in th~ best interests of THOMAS LEE TOOMBS that the residual 

parental rights of his parents be terminated and that said parents,-

without good cause, have been unwilling or unable within a reasonable 

- / 'fif-
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?riod to remedy substantially the.conditions ~hich· led to the 

child's foster care placement, notwithstanding the reasonable and 

opropriate efforts of social, medical, and mental health or other 

-=habili ta 1live ragencies - to:_: such" end .. ':'-U.·..:J .•. ~-' ,,.._. 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF·,·· the- Court,- ·having. heard , the evidence·-

' oon said ~etition and being of the opinion that the said THOMAS LEE 

'T'QOMBS comes within the jurisdiction of the law as embraced in 

Aitle 16.1, Chapter 11 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended, 

oth so adjudicate and doth ORDER- that· the said- THOJ-';AS LEE· 'J'OOMRS - -

. b.'e~ co" mm"" ··1' ttea·,· d a .... h h b. . h' th and . d of ·an - Ol- - ·_e_:e y -c0mmi t im to .. _ .~ care cust:.o y 

the Lynchburg Division of Social Services; and 

It further a~peailng to the Court from the evidence and from 

proper stu.di.es~ heretc)for'e made and' f ile8 herein that it is for th,e 

said THOMAS LEE TOOMBS' best interests, and that of the state, 

that said child be separated permanently from his parents, the said 

Glenda Carol Deaner Toombs and William Allen Toombs, and that all 

residual parental rights of said parents be terminated, it is so 

ORDERED; and. the said Lynchburg Division of Social Services shall 

be free to place said child for adoptiqn and consent thereto and 

make such permanent plans for sa·id child .a,s .may otherw_\,se be within 

the scope of their_authority. 

It is further ordered that· :·Frank wes·t. Morrison be awarded the 

sum 
- 1J 
of I oo .vo 

for his fee in-representing the parents of said 

child he·re·in·, that Sherwoo_:). -S .-·Day· be. awa.rd.ed the sum o~ lJ IP.~- ~" 
for his fee as guardian ad li tern herein, _and that John Turner be. 

awarded the sum of t I )_5". 00 
as his fee for conducting an inde~ 

pendent investigation in this cause. 

, I 
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Finally, the request of the parents of said child that the 

Court appoint an attorney to perfect an appeal of the tourt's. 

decision.to the Virginia:Supreme Court, i~ hereby denied, and 

Frank West Morrison_is_relieved of any.further_responsibility to 

represent them in. :this matter, . and -the _s.aid parents are advised '."<. 

that should they wish to p~rfect such an appeal, ih~t they 

iITUTiediately. attempt-; to:~hire, an ~attorney: should ··they. have the 're~· ''L ;:,.;,:._ , s-

sources to do so, and should.they not be abLe to hire an attorney 

to contact iITUTiediately .the· Virginia Legal Aid Society, Inc. 

ENTER: CI t I 8-o, 
·-! 

.·~ JUDGE 

Ctrrf : CJ o . 8 I pa r16 ·1 
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ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR 

( l) The acti'ons':·of :·-.,the .,Court"· in:•denying 'the- -appel_lants' · 

motion ·for reasonable visitation ri·ghts and in terminating the 

appellants' parental· ·rights .. after, they _had _been .deprived. oL_ '""" _ 

reasonable visitation. (Order of April 8, 1980; Transcript 

pp. 49, 89, 115.) 

(2) The action -of the ·court in terminating the 

appellants' parental rights solely upon evidence that the 

appellants, despite their sincere and conscientious efforts to 

remedy the conditions leading to the placement of the children 

in foster care, had been unable to do so. 

(3) The action of the Court in terminating the 

.. appellants' parentaL ~ights without clear and convincing 

evidence that the appellants, without good cause, had been 

unwilling or _unable within a reasonable period to remedy 

. -· ......... .s.i.i.J;-isJ;.antia.Ll-¥--ttte ... .co.ndi:ti ons·-":~whi.u:h . .led._t.o_· :t:;,he ... chi l.dxe_n ~ s_ ...... . 

foster care placements, notwithstanding the reasonable and 

appropriate efforts of social, medical, mental health or 

"'<...' ··" 0i:her rehabi·litative ageneies· to ·such,,end·. 
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