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Certificates:

lication must be filed in
du- s office 10 days before cer-
tificate is granted.

. Date when motion for certificate
is to be made must be inserted.

It must appear that applicant
is a reident of the county or
corporation in which this certifi-
cate is obtained.

Virginia Board of Bar Examiners

The form of application, notice and court certificate required
by Rule 9 for all applicants shall be, substantially, as follows:

Application

To the Honorable _. Duncan C. Gibb

Judge of the Circuit Court of _Warren County

The undersigned, a resident of Virginia, in accordance with
the provisions of Section 54-60 of the Code ‘of Virginia of 1950,
as amended, who is over the age of 18, will apply to your court

(or you) on the 20d __ day of _November 1977
for a certificate to enable him to appear before the Virginia

To Whom it May Concern:

Notice is hereby given that the applicant named below who
desires to be licensed to practice law in this State, will on the

_17th gay of November | , 19_77 , move the court
to grant him a certificate that he is a person of honest demeanor,
of good moral character, is over the age of eighteen years, and

intends to reside in this State in accordance with the provisions
of Section 54-60 of the Codé of) Virginig.of 1950, as amended.

(Sign) )2 s
PLEASE NOTE: This application for a character and residence
certificate is not to be confused with the separate application for

examination required by Rule 8 or the application for re-examina-
tion required by Rule 16.




VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WARREN COUNTY

IN RE: APPLICATION OF BONNIE C. CORD, ESQUIRE FOR A CER-
TIFICATE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO TAKE THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR
EXAMINATION

REPORT

WHEREAS;, the Court by order dated November 3, 1977 directed
that Hubert Marlow, Jr., Chairman, J. Adair Moore and David N. Crump,
Jf.‘, Esquires make investigation pursuant to Section 54-60 of the Code of
Virginia of the above application, and ' .

WHEREAS, Hubert Marlow, Jr., J. Adair Moore and David N.
Crump, Jr. did make the investigation as ordered.

NOW, T'HEREFORE, the'undersigned make the following report; .

The undersigned, thfee attornéys, practicing before this Court,
having made ‘a thorough examination of f.he moral character and fitness of
Bonnie C. Cord, such examination including personal interview, and dis-

cussions with former employees, . the thajority of the committee, the said

Hubert Marlow, Jr. and David N. Crump, Jr. submit that the moral characq -

ter and fitness qualify her to be a member of the Virginia State Bar and

recommend to the Court that she be approved to take the Virginia State Bar

¢

Examination, the aforesaid member of the committee however feel that it
should be brought' to the Court's attention that in the interview with the
appliéant that she stated she had purchased a home with one Jeffery Blue and
that she resvided at‘ the residence with him, however she is a member of the

District of Columbia Bar in good standing.and was highly recommended by hj

previous employers and the majority does not feel that' this effects her mors[l

5
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‘character and fitness to take the Virginia State Bar. The minority opinion of

-

J. Adair Moore is that the above does effect her moral character and fitness

to take the Virginia State Bar and he does not recommend to the Court that sf

be approved to take the Virginia State Bar.

o ,
e e Wl
Q/W S — éo.—-:."’ﬁ___.

e

Hubert Marlow, Jr.

//J Adair Moore

7~ 0

%N Crump, '. o~
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Hiss Cord anplied to this court

on Hoverber 2, 1077 for a
wareuant to Sention 5 mw? 30 that che micht be pere
mi;ﬁaﬁ fw talle the bar ceminatioa thic month. On Iovember 3,
1977 the ccurt anmointed a committes of three wocticing attoxe
ueys purcuant to the above statute wnd on iovenher 17, 1877 the
uajority of the coumittee roported fa writing that she was qualie
fied to take the bhar examination, une mow of the committce
did vot agreo that she was qualified because she had purchased

a hamae several wmonths previousiy with a man, who was not her
hmsband, and had beon living with ki openly.

Y advised !iss Cord of the cobaittee's report and granted
her a hearing on the matter, which was held on Januasry 19, 1978,
4t that tiue shie presented a nunber of witnesses who testificd
‘as to her wmoral characicr and fituness. Upon considcration, this
court refused to isscue her the certificato and advised her and
her attorncey to prepare an ordex, o copy of which would be aewt
to youe To date,; mn order has boen received although I phoned
her attoriey to inguire «od was informed that the order had bhaen
prepared Ly him and forwarded to Miss Cord for approval and sube
wissi to the court, Later I was informed that the attorney
nad withdravn and understaod that the oxder would be submnitted
directly by Miss Cord,



2o | February 23, 1978

In view of the lapse of time ~»d the mandate of the Virginia
Code, this is to alvisc you of the action of the court in ue=-
fusing to issue her the cortificaie,

I might 244 that in otherrespectis Miss Cord meets the statue
tory requirements to take the cxamination,

If you desire any further infcomation, please advise me.

Yory truly yours, ,

/ A
//L/,Z:]Q/Wﬁ(/( et~ -
aicon Ce Gibb

cc: « Miss Boandie C. Coxd
L7 He Dudley Payne, Jr., Esquire

’s

POG smst



V I R G I N IA:
) IN THB CIRCUIT COURT OF WARREN COUNTY
N REQ 'APPLICATION OF BONNIE C. CORD, ESQUIRE, FOR A CHARACTER |
: AND RESIDENCE CERTIFICATE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO TAKE THE uE
VIRGINIA STATE BAR EXAMINATION ‘
| ORDERPR
This day caﬁe Bonnie C. Cord, Applicant, in person and by'.
‘ coﬁnse1, H. Dudley Payne, Jr., for hearing on the application of
"Bonnie C. Cord to obtain a character, age and residence
certificate from the Circuit Court for Warren County, as
".requlred by Section 54-60 of the Virginia Code of 1950, as .
 amended, in order that Applicant be permitted to take the'
fVirginia State Bar Examination.
» It appearing to the Court that Applicant did apply for the _f
aforesaid certificate on November 2, 1977, and; |
It appearing to the Court that on November 3, 1977, the N
'Court, through Judge Elliott Marshall, did appoint a committee of 
three practicing attorneys, namely, Hubert H. Marlow, Jr., |
J. Adair Moore, and David N. Crump, Jr., Esquires, to make
'  investigation of Applicant, as required by Section 54-60, and;'
o It appearing to the Court that the report of aforesaid v
'committee was filed on November 17, 1977; that the majority of
I.the committee, namely Hubert H. Marlow, Jr., Chairman, and
.bavid_N. Crump, Jr., did recommend that Applicant be approved to
,take the Virginia State Bar Examination, their recommendation
_‘being,based upon a thorough examination of Applicant's moral
- character and fitness, including personal interview, and
"discussions with former employers, who highly ‘recommended

Applicant, and upon the fact that she is a member of the District]

: 6f_001umbia Bar in good standing; that one member of the

6




_ committee, J. Adair Moore, 4id not recommend that she be approvoJ

Halsey, Jr., a member of the District of Columbia Bar and a

to take the Virginia State Bar because she purchased a home with ja
male individual,'not her husband, and resides at the residence
with him, ahdm N _

It appearing to the court that on January 19, 1978, an
in canera heéring was held before the Honorable Duncan C. Gibb,
during which Applicant presented four character witnesses,
namely, Dxr. Mark A. H. Smith, Jr., Mrs. Mildred M. Stribling,
Mr. James R, Jones, and Mrs. June Smith, who testified as to ihe
moral character of the Applicant and her fitness to be a member
of the Virginia Stéte Bar; that seven exhibits were presented to
the Court, namely, (1) membership cards of Bonnie C. Cord to
show her membership in the Dist;ict of Columhia Bar, (2) a letter]
from Mr. Warren L. Miller, a member of the Virginia Bar Qnd a
former employer and neighbor of Applicant, (3) a letter from
Mr. H. J,.Staas,.a member of the District of Columbia Bar and a

former employer of Applicant; (4) a letter from Mr. James D.

former employer of the Applicant; (5) a letter from Albert E.
Craig, a member of the District of COIumBiA Bar and a current
neighbor of Applicant, (6) a memorandum of points and authorities .
in support of the application, and (7) a letter from Applicant‘s‘
counsel to the Court, and; | o ‘

| It appearing to the Court, .after hearing evidence, reviewing
éxhibits and hearing argument, that the-character and residence
certificate should be refused on the grounds thatlthe living

arrangement‘of Applicant would lower the public's opinion of the

Bar as a whole, and;



It appearing to the Court that in all other respects
Applicant meets the statutory réquitqments to take the Virginia
State Bar Examination; |

NOW, THEREFORE, it is ORDERED that the certificate sought

" by Applicant pursuant to Section 54-60 of the Code of Virginia

of 1950, as amended, bé, and hereby is, refused, and it is
further

ORDERED that the exceptions of the Applicant to the ruling
of the Court are noted, that the transcript of the aforesaid
hearing and all exhibits presented herein be, and hereby are,
made a part of the record, and it is further

ORDERED that the Clerk certify a copy of this Order and
3en% same to the Secretary of the Virginia Board of Bar -
Examiners at the following address; Virginia Board of Bar
Examiners,'700 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

"To which actions and findings, Applicant objects and .
excepts. | '

ENTER this day of , 1978.

¥ Judge
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MR. PAYNE: Ir Your HoNoR

PLEASE, DID YOU RECEIVE THE LETTER YESTERDAY? ,
THE COURT: VYes, I piD,

FIRST OF ALL 1'D LIKE TO STATE THAT YOU MENTIONED THAT I
SUGGESTED HOW SHE SHOULD PROCEED., 1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER

THE WORD SUGGESTION IS CORRECT, | MUST ‘HAVE MUMBLED WHETHER "
THAT, BUT | REMEMBER TALKING WITH HER AND I DON'T BELIEVE

THERE'S ANY PRECEDENCE. OF THIS, HAVE A SEAT THERE,PLEASE.
MR. PAYNE: THAT'S RIGHT,

.  THE COURT: HoW WE SHOUED 1.

PROCEED, BUT | HAVE LEARNED, THE FEW YEARS THAT I HAVE BEEN
ON THE BENCH, THAT YOU MAKE A RECORD AND AT THAT TIME |
FIGURED WE WERE NOT SURE WHAT WENT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE
PAR' EXAMINER’S BOARD IF THE APPROVAL WAS NOT GRANTED, OR
EVEN IF IT WAS GRANTED, WHETHER THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
GOT BEFORE THE BOARD.

S0, “IT WAS MY SUGGESTION TO HER, IF SHE WOULD LIKE TO
MAVE A HEARING, WHY THAT WOULD BE FINE, OF COURSE, I REALISE
THAT 1 COULDHAVE ACTED ON RECOMMENDATIONS WITHOUT FURTHER...
MR. PAYNE: Yes, sIR.
THE COURT: ...TO DO, BUT

I THOUGHT 1F SHE WANTED TO MAKE A RECORD, WHY THE PROCEDURE

WOULD BE TO HAVE A HEARING. - |
MR. PAYNE: Yes, SIR.
THE COURT: So, THAT WAS TH

REASON ‘| SUGGESTED THAT. IF You ALL DON'T. WANT TO FOLLOW
THAT, THAT'S ENTIRELY UP TO YOU. IF YOU WOULD JUST LIKE TO

L1
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ARGUE IT ON WHAT WE HAVE HERE, WELL, WHATEVER PROCEDURE YOU
WISH TO FOLLOW,

_' MR. PAYNE: IF-YouR Honor
bLEASE, ] REALIZE THE ACTUAL WORD SUGGESTION IN THAT LETTER
is’ : NOT EXACTLY CORRECT, As | UNDERSTAND - 17.FRoM Ms. CorD,
THERE WAS A SUGGESTION MADE WE CAN'HAVE A HEARING, THAT
SORT OF REMARK.”ITH‘THAT“@UR HONOR, MADE IT VERY. CLEAR AT
THAT POINT, THAT HE WAS NOT, YOU WERE NOT TELLING HER HOW
TO PROCEED; IT WAS JUST THAT WE FELT, NUMBER ONE, YOUR HONOR
HAD SUGGESTED, I BELIEVE NOW THAT THERE WAS A REQUEST
8v Ms. CORD THAT WE COULD HAVE A HEARING IN CAMERA,_AT LEAST
IN CHAMBERS, SO THAT IT WOULD NOT BE A PUBLIC MATTER.
AccoRDINGLY [ WouLD ASK, .+

THE COURT: MR. DowNINe,

WOULD YOU MIND...
MR, DOMWMING: No,

PROBLEM YOUR HONOR. __
| THE COURT: ...60ING OUT.

| MR. PAYNE: SECONDLY, SINCE
THERE 1S A SUGGESTION,AT LEAST, PERHAPS EVEN AN ACCUSATION
WITHIN THE REPORT THAT'S ALREADY BEEN MADE TO THE COURT.

THAT SHE IS NOT FIT. YE wouLD BRINC TO PROCEED BY PUTTING ON

EVIDENCE; WHICH WE HOPE, AND AS I MAINTAINED IN THE LETTER,

[ supPOSE YoOU CAN CALL THIS AN OPENIN(‘ STATEMENT, WILL SHOW
Your - HoNOR, THAT SHE 1S IN FACT OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER, ,

10
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AND THAT'S HOW: WE WOULD WISH TO PROCEED,
' "THE COURT: ANY WAY THAT
YOU WISH, BECAUSE AS | SAY I DON'T KNOW THAT THERE'S ANY
PRECEDENT FOR YOU, |
MR, PAYNE: No, sir, TF I

MAY MENTION | TALKED To SCOTT STREET, AS I MENTIONED IN THE
LETTER, AND HE CONCURRED WITH ME, THAT THERE IS NO STATUTORY
PROCEDURE FOR APPEAL, IF YOUR HONOR SHOULD RULE AGAINST
Ms. CorD. HE AGREES FURTHER, YOU KNOW, WE MAY “SIMPLY ‘END UP
IN‘THE YIRGINIA SUPREME .COURT. . SO, FOR THAT PURPOSE WE
WOULD-  WANT TO MAKE SOMETHING OF THE RECORD HERE, IN CASE
your HONOR SHOULD RULE AGAINST US,

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT.
‘ MR. PAYNE: I ask To
CALL WITNESSES. CAN You GET DoCTOR SMITH, PLEASE., WHAT
WOULD YOUR HONOR WANT TO USE AS A WITNESS STAND?

THE COURT: ANY ONE OF
THESE CHAIRS WHICH IS CONVIENENT FOR YOU,
MARTIN H. SMITH, JR., HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN BY THE

CLERK, WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS |

_ THE COURT: How ARE You,

SIR? - |
MR, SMITH: FINE, THANK You

DOWN

11
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MARTIN H, SMITH, JR., HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN BY THE
CLERK, WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED.AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR, PAYHE:

N, DOCTOR, STATE YOUR NAME AND YOUR OCCUPATION PLEASE?

A. MaRTIN H, SMITH, JR., ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON.

N, IN WHAT LOCATION?

A. FRONT RovAL, VIREINIA,

N, WHAT IS YOUR ADDRESS?

A. L INDEN, VIRGINIA..

N, How LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THAT COMMUNITY?

A. YE HAVE BEEN THERE, LET'S SEE, JUST SHY OF. TWO YEARS NOW.
0. WHAT IS YOUR AGE?

A, 41,

0., ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY PARTICULAR CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

IN THIS AREA, GROUPS THAT YOU BELONG TO?
NOT CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS, NO.

D 2>

OKAY, HOW ABOUT YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES WITHIN THE

HOSPITAL ITSELF, WOULD HAVE BEEN YOUR POSTTIONS

WITHIN THE HOSPITAL?

A. 1AM A MEMBER OF THE HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF, FORMER CHIEF OF
STAFF OF THE HOSPITAL. |

N, You kNow BonnIE CoRD, DO YOU NOT?

., Yes, I po.

0
A
0. SHE IS THE LADY SEATED TO MY LEFT?
A, VYEs, |

N

N, WHEN DID YOU FIRST MEET HER?

12
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APPROXIMATELY TWO OR THREE MONTHS AGO.

How DID YOU MEET HER?

IT was A SOCIAL OCCASION, MY WIFE AND | HAD INVITED HER
TO A GATHERING IN HONOR OF A COUPLE AND, UNFORTUNATELY,
THEY DIDN'T, BONNIE DIDN'T GET THE INVITATION, AND |

SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IT, AND INVITED MY WIFE AND I TO HER

HOME

DID YOU GO OVER THERE FOR; STRICTLY A SOCIAL OCCASION ONCE
YOU GOT THERE? |

STRICTLY A SOCIAL OCCASION,

HOW LONG WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO SAY YOU STAYED THERE?
Do YOu REMEMBER? | |

CQUPLE OF HOURS,

How MANY OTHER TIMES HAVE YOU SEEN HER?

I EXPECT FOUR OR FIVE OTHER OCCASIONS,

WoULD THOSE BE VISITS IN HER HOME, YOURS, JUST EXCHANGE

CIN VISITS?

COMBINATION ,AROUND THE COMMUNITY, TRAIL RIDING, HORSE
RACES, PERSONAL OCCASIONS, ESSENTIALLY, YES.

- CAN YOU EXPLAIN TO HIS HONOR WHERE YOU LIVE IN RELATION

TO HER?
ABouT, ON THE ROAD, ABOUT A QUARTER OF A MILE WHERE OUR
PROPERTY WOULD MEET AT THE TOP-OF THE MOUNTAIN.

THE COURT: So, You'Rre
NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORS?

13
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IT IS ON,- . AND THEN WHAT YOU CAN OR CANNOT SEE FROM

" SIT'S HIGH UP ON A HILL, IS REMOTE FROM VIEW, NOT

CoRRECT.
CAN You DESCRIBE HER HOUSE, FIRST OF ALL BY WHAT ROAD

THE ROAD ITSELF., |

UNLESS YOU KNEW IT WAS THERE, YOU COULDN'T SEE IT, AND
EVEN.WHEN YOU KNOW IT'S THERE SOMETIMES, YOU CAN'T SEE
IT, PARTICULARLY IN THE SUMMER TIME, BUT IT's oN RouTe 63

NECESSARILY REMOTE FROM ACCESS FROM RouTE 638 ABOUT A
HALF MILE UP FROM THE PosT OFFICE IN LINDEN,

HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO ATTEND OTHER FUNCTIONSwHERE
SHE WAS ,’ OR 'YOU HAD GUESTS OVER AT YOUR: HOUSE WHICH SHE AT|
YES, SIR.

Do YOU KNOW AFAIR NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
FAIR NUMBER. |
WouLD YOU BE ABLE TO SAY ROUGHLY HOW MANY PEOPLE YOU
MIGHT KNOW IN THE COMMUNITIES OF LINDEN, MARKHAM ON UP
To FRONT RoyAL? RoueHLY HOW MANY PEOPLE YOU WOULD KNOW,
On, Mercy, 100, 150, anp 200 mAvBE.

HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO COME TO KNOW OTHER PEOPLE WHO
KNOW BONNIE?

YES, IN DEED. |

WoULD YOU HAVE AN OCCASION TO HAVE FORMED AN OPINION

AS TO HER CHARACTER?

IF I MAY | WOULD LIKE TO ANSWER THAT BY SAYING WELL

[ENDED?

14
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BEFORE BONNIE HAD MOVED INTO OUR COMMUNITY, SHE WAS IN
MARKHAM AND A NUMBER‘O? OUR FRIENDS AND DISTANT RELATIVES
OF MARKHAM WERE, WE KNEW, | KNEW OF BONNIE CORD BEFORE
MEETING HER BY A NUMBER OF MONTHS, AND I MIGHT SAY THAT
EVERYONE | KNOW SPOKE FAVORABLY AND HIGHLY OF HER.

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD ANYTHINGDERROGATORY ABOUT HER?
NEVER. | |

ARE YOU AWARE OF HER LIVING ARRANGEMENT?

I THINK SO, |

HAS HER LIVING ARRANGEMENT EVER BEEN THE SUBJECT OF
DISCUSSION WITHIN YOUR HEARING?

No, NOT THAT I’'M AWARE OF,

HAS 'EVERYONE YOU'VE TALKED TO OR HEARD DISCUSSED BONNIE
CORD, SPOKEN OF HER AS YOU DO?

EVERYONE, VIRTUALLY . EVERYONE,

WOULD YOU HAVE AN OPINION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT SHE'D BE
FIT TO BE A MEMBER OF THIS BAR?

I SEE NO REASON WHY NOT,

WOULD YOU RECOMMEND HER, IN FACT, TO BE ALLOWED TO TAKE
THE BAR EXAMINATION?
[ CERTAINLY WOULD.,

MR, PAYNE: Your Howers

I HAVE NO FUR QUESTIONS OF THIS W S,

COURT: ALL RIGHT,
THANK You DocToR-SMITH.

iS5
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A. THANK You.
(MHERFUPON, couNSEL CONFERRED DIBLY,)
IR, PAYME: CouLb you ASK

Ms. QTRIQ/;Ne//B COME IN WHY YOU'RE™GUT THERE?
" | DOCTOR SMITAT~LERTAINLY

///”/Q;ZL.

MILDRED MAKAY STRIBLING, HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN BY

THE CLERK, WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, PAYNE:

0, Ms. STRIBLING, STATE YOUR NAME PLEASE?

A, MiLDReD MAKAY STRIBLING.

A, AND YOUR ADDRESS?

A. PosT NFFICE Rox 116, MARKHAM, VIRGINIA.

0, How LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THAT AREA?

A. 1'VE ACTUALLY LIVED THERE SINCE MAY THE BTH, AND | HAVE
BEEN IN THERE AND OUT OF THE AREA FOR 35 YEARS,

0, YHY 1S THAT? |

A. My HUSBAND'S FAMILY'S THERE, HE WAS BORN AND.RAISED °
THERE AND WE INHERITED THE HOME PLACE,

A, WHAT IS YOUR HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION?

A. HE WAS THE, AN ENGINEER, HE WAS NITH THE FOREST QERVICE;
ME RETIRED IN MAY, WE WERE IN ROANOKE THEN, AND WE MOVED
UP HERE, AND NOW HE'S TRYING TO FARM,

0, WYHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION?

16
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I JUST STARTED WORKING IN REAL ESTATE, AS A REAL ESTATE
AGENT FOR VIRGINIA INVESTMENT PROPERTTES IN WARRENTON,
DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN? |

I HAVE THREE CHILDREN., THEY ARE GROWN, AND MY OLDEST
BOY IS IN, LIVING IN MARKHAM, HE'S MARRIED AND HAS THO
CHILDREN, AND | HAVE A DAUGHTER IN NORTH CAROLINA THAT'S

'MARRIED AND HAS A CHILD, AND A DAUGHTER IN PORTLAND,

OREGON THAT'S MARRIED AND HAS A CHILD, ALL GRANDSONS:

1 kNOW I SHOULDN'T ASK YOU THIS MRS, STRIBLING, BUT WHAT
YOUR AGE?

I'm 50, |

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY CHURCHES OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
WITHIN YOUR CoMMUNITY? | |

I BELONG TO THE EPISCOPAL ‘CHURCH,AND, OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS?
Yes. .
LeT’s see, I BELONG To THE  BLue RipeE GARDEN CLuB,
DO YOU REGULARLY ATTEND YOUR CHURCH? |

Yes. | o

Do vou know Bonnie Cosp?

Yes.

How LONE HAVE YOU KNOWN RONNIE? |

OH, I wouLD sAy sINCE ‘74 1 BELIEVE, oF AueusT ‘74 1
BELIEVE | FIRST MET HER.

HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO SEE HER FREQUENTLY?

OH, YES.. |

417
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THE HOUSE TOGETHER IN LINDEN.

WouLD YOU BE ABLE TO TELL THE JUDGE ROUGHLY HOW MANY TIMEB

YOU HAVE SEEN HER, AND HOW OFTEN, WHAT TYPES OF CONTACT
YOU HAVE HAD WITH HER, |
WELL, WHEN WE WERE LIVING IN ROANOKE, AND WE WOULD COME
UP ON WEEKENDS TO SEE ABOUT THE FARM, AND JEFF BLUE wAS
RENTING ONE OF OUR HOUSES AND BONNIE IS A FRIEND OF
JEFF'S, AND WE'D COME UP ON WEEKENDS TO RIDE, AND SHE HAD
A HORSE THERE, | GUESS IT WASN'T HER HORSE, BUT THEY HAD
HORSES THERE AND WERE RIDING A LOT OVER AT THE BARN,
WHICH IS RIGHT THERE AT OUR PLACE. R
EVERYTHING WAS ALL THERE TOGETHER, AND WE SAW THEM EVERY
WEEKEND WE CAME UP PRACTICALLY, AND WE WOULD BE THERE FOR
BREAKFAST AND FOR COFFEE OR - FOR A MEAL AND HE WOULD BE
OVER, ..WE STAYED AT THE CABIN AND WE'RE STILL STAYING

AT THE CABIN, AND SO, WE VISITED BACK AND SO FORTH, MEALS)
AND JUST TO SEE EACH OTHER. | |
THERE CAME A TIME WHEN RONNIE ACTUALLY MOVED_INTO THE
COMMUNITY AS FULL TIME RESIDENT, OR “INTO'  LINDEN, ANYWAY]
WELL, NOT, NOT THEY, JEFF RENTED OUR HOUSE IN MARKHAM
UNTIL JULY OF THIS YEAR AND WHEN HE MOVED FROM THERE
JEFF AND BONNIE, AS [ UNDERSTAND.IT, ‘THEY :BOUGHT

HAVE YOU A OCCASION TO VISIT IN THEIR HOME?
OH, YES. |
IN THE HOME IN LINDEN?

7
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OH, YES, YES.: -WE HAD' LUNCH TOGETHER, THIS TYPE ..
OF THING. AND" THEN

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND HEARD HER NAME COME UP IN

(RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE., )
WoULD YOU BE ABLE TO TELL HIS HONOR ROUGHLY HOW MANY TIME!
YOU HAVE DONE THAT? |

OH, GOODNESS, | REALLY DON'T HAVE ANY IDEA, BUT QUITE
FREQUENTLY, 1 REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME WHEN WE WENT [ waAs
BABYSITTING FOR MY GRANDCHILDREN AND JEFF CAME BY AND SAI]
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE HOUSE, AND WE WENT OUT AND
LOOKED THROUGH THE HOUSE...

DID YOU TAKE THE GRANDCHILDREN WITH YOU?

CH, YES.

THE GRANDCHILDREN'S AGES ARE WHAT?

Two AND FOUR, FOUR AND A HALF, AND THEN THEY WERE BUILDING

A BARN AND RAN OUT OF FENCE THERE, AND MY HUSBAND IS AN

ENGINEER AND HE HELPED WITH THE LAYOUT OF IT, AND SO wshETE

UP QUITE FREQUENTLY. THEN, AND BUSY BACKWARDS AND FORTH.
THAT INCLUDED VISITING IN THEIR HOME?

YouRE FRIENDS RIGHT?
CH YEAH. |
HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO DISCUSS BONNIE WITH OTHER

VARIOUS CONVERSATIONS YOU HAVE HAD WITH OTHER PEOPLE?
Wiy 1 GUESS IT WAS DISCUSSED. | MEAN JUST CASWUALLY'
BECAUSE SHE'S AN ACCEPTED MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY.

Vl

=4
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" YAS SHE COMPLETELY ACCEPTED IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

HERE, AND BOTH OF THEM.ARE = VERY WELL LIKED AND

WE'VE HAD...

BY. THE: COMMUNITY " GENERALLY?

OH, 'YES. WE'VE HAD PARTIES WHERE WE'VE HAD, IN FACT, WHEN
THEY WERE MOVING TO LINDEN, WE HAD A PARTY AT THE CABIN
FOR ABOUT 45 PEOPLE FROM, IN THE COMMUNITY THAT...

THAT WAS IN HER HONOR,.WAS IT NOT, OR.THEIR HONOR?
R1GHT, (RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE,)

WHAT WAS THE...

AT THE CABIN,

WHAT WAS THE OCCASTION FOR THAT?

IT WAS IN THEIR HONOR, BECAUSE THEY WERE LEAVING AND WE
WANTED TO HAVE SOMETHING FOR THEM BEFORE THEY LEFT, AND
SO WE HAD THE PEOPLE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT CAME,

AND AS | SAID, IT WAS ABOUT 45 OF Us, I THINK.THERE, AND.|
Is 1T SAFE TO SAY THAT BoNNIE CORD IN YOUR COMMUNITY

WAS EXTREMELY WELL LIKED? |

OH, YES. &

MOULD IT BE SAFE TO SAY THAT IN YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE SHE
MOVED OUT ANYWAY, WAS SHE THOUGHT TO BE OF HIGH CHARACTER|
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY? | |
YES.

[ CERTAINLY BELIEVE SO, |
DID YOU HAVE RELUCTANCE AT ALL TO ALLOW YOUR GRANDCHILDREW
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"TO GO TO HER HOME?

No.,

HAS SHE ALWAYS CONDUCTED HERSELF WITH PROPRIETY?

YES, IN DEED. ..

HOULD YOU HAVE AN OPINION AS TO HER MORAL CHARACTER?

I CERTAINLY THINK, THOUGH, AND I THINK EVERYBODY ELSE
DOES THINKS OF BONNIE AS A" LADY,

SHE'S ALWAYS CONDUCTED HERSELF IN THAT MATTER?

YES. _ |

AS YOU KNOW, SHE HAS APPLIED TO TAKE THE BAR EXAMINATION
WITH EVENTUAL PLANSTO PRACTICE IN THIS AREA, WOULD YOU
LIKE TO SEE HER AS A MEMBER OF THE BAR IN THIS AREA?

I CERTAINLY WOULD.

MR, PAYNE: ['p:.H&VE NQ

FURTHER QUESTIONS,YOUR HONOR.
THE COURT:

////MR{ PAYHE: MRS.STRIBLING

WOULD You GET MR. JONEs; PLBASE?

HANK YOU

Mrs.STRIBLING,

- MOSSIRIBLING:  Yes.
(UHEREUPON;#IHE/WT;;;SS WAS EXCUSED.) .

Py

JAMES ARMOLD JONES, HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN BY THE

RK, WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. PAYHE:

N
A
N
A
0
A
Q
A

0,
Q

QI
Al

S

N

a,

MR. JONES, STATE YOUR FULL NAME PLEASE, AND YOUR OCCUPATI
JaMES ARNOLD JONES, FARMER.

How LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A FARMER, MR. JONES?

For 45 YEARS?

How OLD ARE YOU SIR?

63 AND A HALF.

WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

- MARKHAM,

HAVE You LIVED THERE ALL YOUR LIFE?

YES.

WoULD THAT BE RIGHT IN MARKHAM PROPER?
(RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.)

Do YOU HAVE ANY FAMILY, SIR?

I HAVE THREE CHILDREN AND EIGHT GRANDCHILDREN,
HAVE THEY HAD OCCASION TO GO BACK AND VISIT YOU FROM
TIME TO TIME?

YES, THEY DO.

HoWw OLD ARE YOUR GRANDCHILDREN?

WELL, FROM 12 To ABOUT 3, MAYBE 14,

‘MR, JONES, YOUREACTIVE AND HAVE BEEN ACTIVE IN CERTAIN

ORGANIZATIONS, A CHURCH, A BURITAN. CLUB IN THAT AREA?
YEAH,
DID YOU HOLD ANY POSITIONS WITH THE RuriTan: CrLus?

<2
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I WAS PRESIDENT,

WAs THAT THE Leeps Ruritan CLu?

Leeps RURITAN,

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF A CHURCH THERE IN MARKHAM?
YES.

YHAT CHURCH 1S THAT?

MARKHAM BaBTIST CHURCH, AND I’M A STEWARD AND CHAIRMAN OF

BOARD,

I TAKE IT THAT IN ORDER TO GET TO THAT POSITION YOU HAVE
TO REGULARLY ATTEND THAT CHURCH?

WELL, ATTEND QUITE REGULARLY, YES..

WHEN DID You FIRST MEET BonNIE CorD?

THREE YEARS AGO, :

How DID YOU HAPPEN TO FIRST MEET HER?

I wAs OVER AT JEFF'S AND HE FINALLY CAME AND HE'
INTRODUCED ME TO HER?

Do YOU KNOW THIS GENTLEMEN JEFF BLUE?

I KNOW HIM VERY WELL.

How WELL DO YOU KNOW HIM, AND HOW DO YOU KNOW HIM?
WELL, HE MOVED IN THE MARKHAM COMMUNITY, AND HE LIVED
RIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD THERE AT. STRIBLING'S HOUSE. I'D
LOST MY WIFE AND HE SORT OF STEPPED INTO THE PICTURE AND,

AND I VISIT WITH HIM QUITE A LOT AND HE VISITS WITH

ME QUITE A LOT,
WHEN YOU SAY QUITE A LOT...

23
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'RENTED THE PASTURE UP THERE FROM JEFF'S AND BONNIE'S, PUT

'You WENT UP THERE FREQUENTLY IN ORDER TO DO THE. . »
YEs, | WAS UP THERE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND LATE AT
'NIGHT, AND THEN IT WAS IN THE DAY WHEN | RENTED THE

THREE OR FOUR TIMES-A WEEK.

CAN YOU TELL THE JuDGE,..

BACK ACROSS TO EAT, -°  BREAKFAST AND DINNER, THINGS LIKE

THAT.

You ALL WERE GOOD FRIENDS AND YOU FORMED THAT FRIENDSHIP
THEN?

['LL SAY WE WAS.

THEN, HOW OFTEN DURING, SAY THAT PERIOD OF THREE YEARS
AGO, TWO YEARS AGO, DID YOU SEE BoNNIE?

I saw BONNIE QUITE OFTEN, AND, SEVERAL WEEKENDS AND THINGS
DID YOU HAVE OCCASION TO VISIT THEM WHERE JEFF WAS LIVING
WHEN SHE WOULD COME UP? |

YEs, [ DID, ' SEVERAL TIMES.

How ABOUT SINCE THEY MOVED TO LINDEN, HOW OFTEN HAVE YOU
SEEN THEM SINCE THEN?

1 SEE THEM QUITE OFTEN AND THE REASON [ SEE THEM, |

SOME COWS UP THERE DURING THIS Daaxanj AND | WAS UP ABOUT
THREE OR FOUR TIMES A WEEK CHECKING THE COWS, IT'S CALVES,
AND THEN JEFF PUT up A, JEFE AND BONNIE PUT UP. A BOARD
FENCE, AND | LAVED THE LINE OF ° FENCE OFF FOR THEM,

PASTURE THAT | WAS BUSH HOGGING, SO | CARRIED A COLORED F

ELLOW

<4
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THEY VISITED IN THE HOME AT MARKHAM AND LINDEN 700, ALL

UP THERE, ON A TRACTOR AND A BUSH HOG, AND IT TOOK ABOUT
TEN DAYS TO BUSH HOG THE PROPERTY. "
AGAIN, MR. JONES, WERE YOU OUT THERE IN THE EARLY IN
THE MORNING, LATE AT NIGHT?

YEs,

DID YOU HAVE OCCASION TO GO INSIDE THE HOME THAT IS SHAREI
BY MR, BLuE AND Ms. Corp?

YES, WE WOULD GO AND DRINK COFFEE AND..

YITH BOTH OF THEM?

MORNING AND NIGHT TOO.

HAD THERE BEEN OCCASIONS WHEN Ms. CORD MIGHT EVEN HELP
YOU FIND A PONY OR A HORSE FOR YOUR GRANDCHILDREN?

WELL, WHEN THEY LIVED DOWN THERE ON STRIBLING'S PROPERTY,
[ HAD A PONY AND MY HORSE, AND THE KIDS, GRANDCHILDREN
AND ALL COME UP THERE AND VISIT ME'AND THE NEXT THING | KNEW,
THEY HAD SWORMED OVER TO GET BONNIE TO GO GET YOUR

PONY AND HORSE UP, AND SHE RETACTED THE'HQRSE‘AND THE
PONY AND SORT OF LOOKED OUT FOR THE KIDS.

YouLD YOU HAVE ANY RELUCTANCE AT ALL, MR: JONES, TO ALLOW
YOUR GRANDCHILDREN TO VISIT.IN THEIR HOME?

No, NO NONE WHATSOEVER.

HAVE THEY VISITED IN HER HOME7

OF THEM.
HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO EVER HEAR BONNIE’S NAME BROUGHT




10
11
12
13

14

- 15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

1 AcREe, YEAH I wouLD.

~ CERTAINLY WOULD.

UP IN THE COMMUNITY, OR HEAR PEOPLE TALK ABOUT' BonniE CoRD

YEAH, I NEVER HEARD ANYTHING OTHER THAN NICE THINGS ABOUT
HER. SHE CERTAINLY WAS ACCEPTED IN THE COMMUNITY, SHE
WAS INVITED GVER TO EVERGREEN'S HOUSE FOR A PARTY, SHE
WAS INVITED TO MY HOUSE FOR A PARTY, SHE WAS INVITED
TO THE, MRS, STRIBLING'S SON’S PARTY AND JiMMy GREEN'S,
SHOEMAKERS .

You MEAN TO SAY SHE IS INVITED, THAT SHEWAS INVITED WITH
JEFF BLUE ALs0?

YEAH, DEFINITELY. ,

S0, THE INVITATIONS ARE EXTENDED TO BOTH?

RIGHT, | | | |

You USED THE WORD ONCE TO ME THAT SHE AND JEFF BOTH HAD -
BEEN ACCEPTED WHOLE-HEARTEDLY IN THE'COMMUNITY; WOULD
THAT STILL BE THE WAY YOU'D.PUT IT?

HAVE YOU, IN YOUR OWN MIND AT LEAST, MADE UP AN OPINION AS TO
THE CHARACTER OF BonNNIE CoRD? WHAT IS THAT OPINION?

IT CAN BE, WELL, IT'S A’ NUMBER ONE. o

ALL RIGHT, DO YOU KNOW THAT SHE WANTS TO TAKE THE:BAR
EXAMINE, AND EVENTUALLY PRACTICE IN THIS AREA, WOULD

YOU LIKE TO HAVE HER AS A MEMBER OF THE BAR IN THIS AREA?

| MR. PAYNE: 1 HAVE NO FURTHE
QUESTIONS OoF MR. .JONES, SIR.

<26
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THE COURT: THANK YoOu.
MR. PAYNE: mMR. JONES,
CAN YOU GET Ms., SwtTH TO-COME IN PHEASE?
MR, JONES: RTAINLY
LL.

-

JUNE SMITH, HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWORN BY THE CLERK,

WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PAYNE:

N, Ms, SMITH, JUST FOR THE RECORD, WOULD YOU STATE YOUR
NAME PLEASE AND WHERE YOU LIVE?

A, June SMITH, LINDEN.

0, How LONG HAVE You LIVED IN LINDEN?

A. ALMOST TWO YEARS.

D, ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY PARTICULAR ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN
YOUR COMMUNITY OR UP HERE IN FRONT RovaL?

A. WeLr, I'm on THE Boarp oF DiRECTOR'S OF WAYSIDE, A -FOUNDA-| -

TION FOR THE ARTS, WHICH IS IN MIDDLETOWN.
0, ARE YOU A MEMBER OF A CHURCH?

A. Yes, Leeps PARISH IN MARKHAM,

0, Do YOU REGULARLY ATTEND THERE?

A Yes. |

. You ARE THE WIFE...

A. MosT OF THE TIME.

0. ...oF DOCTOR MARK SMITH WHO WAS THE FIRST WITNESS HERE?

=7
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YES.

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN?

YES.

WOULD YOU STATE THEIR NAMES AND THEIR AGES PLEASE?
ANDREW WHO 1S EIGHT, AND THOMAS WHO 1S FIVE,

You kNow BonniE CorD?

YES.

HoW LONG HAVE YOU KNOWN HER?

SINCE, ABOUT THE END OF OCTOBER, THIS PAST OCTOBER.
How FREQUENTLY AND HOW WOULD YOU HAVE SEEN HER SINCE
OcTOBER? o |
WE WERE JUST, YOU KNOW,WE'VE DONE A LOT OF FUN THINGS
TOGETHER, SKATING, PICKING UP OUR...MY NEW HORSE AND,
YOU KNOW, JUST,.. |

HAVE THERE BEEN OCCASIONS WHERE SHE VISITED IN YOUR
HOME? | |
YESs.

SHE AND JEFF?
Yes.

HAVE THERE BEEN OCCASIONSWHERE YOU ALL WOULD VISIT IN
THEIR HOME? |
YEs, (RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.)

" HAVE YOU HAD YOUR CHILDREN IN HER HOME, OR AT THE

PROPERTY, ~ ANY WAY?
I WASN'T, MARK HAS. 1 WASN'T WITH THEM ON THAT PARTICULA

28
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TIME,

HAS HE HAD THEM UP THERE SEVERAL TIMES, DO YOU KNOW?

I THINK IT WAS JUST ONE TIME AFTER WE PICKED UP MY HORSE.
DO YOU HAVE ANY RELUCTANCE AT ALL Ms, SMITH TO ALLOWING
YOUR CHILDREN TO VISIT IN HER HOME? | -
No. | |

HAVE YOU HAD OCCASION TO HEAR RONNIE'S NAME COME UP IN
CONVERSATION WITH OTHER FRIENDS? |

MOT RECENTLY, BUT BEFORE THEY MOVED FROM MARKHAM TO LINDEN,
THERE WHEN [ THOUGHT THAT MARK ALWAYS SAID, THAT THEY
WERE SO SORRY THAT WE WERE LEAVING, | MEAN THEY WERE
LEAVING MARKHAM, AND IT WAS OUR GAIN AND THEIR LOSS,

YOU KNOW, THAT WAS THE GENERAL FRIENDS AREN'T ALWAYS.

ALL OF THE REMARKS, THAT'S REMAINED S07

YES, OH YEAH. | o

EVERYTHING YOU'VE EVER HEARD ABOUT BONNIE CORD WAS
FAVORABLE? |

YEs, |

MOULD YOU HAVE AN OPINION AS TO HER CHARACTER?

[ THINK SHE'S A GREAT GAL. VERY MUCH A LADY AND VERY
NICE PERSON TO HAVE AROUND. 1'M LOOKING FORWARD TO A NICE
FRIENDSHIP DEVELOPING OVER THE, YOU KNOW, YEARS I HOPE TO

AS YOU MAY KNOW SHE WOULD LIKE, FIRST OF ALL, TO TAKE THE
VIRGINIA STATE BAR FXAMINATION, AND SECONDLY TO - .

<9
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EVENTUALLY PRACTICE HERE, WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE HER AS
A MEMBER OF THIS BAR?

VERY MuCH, |

MOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE HER REMAIN A NEIGHBOR OF YOURS?
YEs, I'D LIKE TO...VERY MUCH s0, I'D LIKE TO SEE HER
IN FRONT ROYAL PRACTICING LAW,

(HHEREUPON, THE

A APPLICANT'S EXHIBLY #1\ THE MEMBERSHIP CARDS OF

MR,

MR. PAVNE:

FORTHER QUESTIONS,.YOUR HoNOR,
THE COURT: Tuafik You.
MS, SMITH:

ITNESS WAS Excusen.)///// o
MR,”PAYNE: Your HoONOR,

IN MY LETTER OF YBSTERDAY, I MENTIONED THAT [ wouLD

HANK YOU

JunGce GiB

/s
HAVE CERTAIN EXHIBTITS, AND TTERS WRITTEN TO THE COURT

ON BEHALF OF Ms, CoRD.\FIRST OF ALL | WOULD OFFER
Ms. Corbp, snowxne/yﬁkT SHE'S\A MEMBER OF THE DISTRICT
of CoLUMBIA BA5;// N - |
SECONDLY, AS APPLICANT?S"EXH IT #2; THAT IS A LETTE
FROM HER F RMEBvEMPLOYER AND NEIGHBOR OF Ms. CorD's.
NUMBER fHREE FROM ANOTHER EMPLOYER, A LEJTER FROM

TAAS. . ANOTHER LETTER FROM AN EM oYER MR. HALSE

THE OTHER SENIOR MEMBER OF THAT FIRM. THE LAQT LETTER
WOULD BE A LETTER FROM A MR, CRAIGWHO 1S A NEI

Y,

S0



10
1
12
13
14
 15
16
17

18

19

20

21
22

.23

24

25

25

DE A PART OF THE RECORD ALSO, | )
AS. your HONOR KNOWS, THERE IS A TIME PROBLEM HERE
WITH WHATEVER YOUR HONOR wouLD RULE. SHE guéT HAVE HER

ERTIFICATE BOWN TO THE VIRGINIA BoARD

BAR EXAMINERS

BY FEBRUARY 10,

JUDGE, WHAT WE'RE ACJTUALLY ASKING FOR

HERE, AND THIS COURT BADLY WANTS

,/
O PRACTICE LAW IN THIS

"COULD EV

COMMUNITY, SOMETHING YHAT SH%,/SHE VERY, VERY MUCH WANTS.

SHE 1S A MEMBER OF THE Qx’EAR NOW, BUT EVENTUALLY WOULD

P

LIKE TO COME OUT HERE.

I WOULD ASK YOUR HONOR TO\APPLY NOT ONLY THE LAW

AS CITED: IN THE“MEMORANDUM, BUTN\l WOULD SANCT THE

EQUITIES .OF IS SITUATION. IN THAT E ONLY THING THAT

REMOTELY BE SUGGESTED THAT WOULD REFLECT ANY
BAD CHARACTER ON HER PART, WAS THE ONE A A HALF SENTENC

ACCUSATION THAT WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE IN HIS\REPORT

70 THE COURT.

THE COURT:
WE GET IT STRAIGHT, AS | UNDERSTAND IT, SHE ADMITTED TO

SHOULDN'T

MR. MOORE AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. Now
YOU HAVE USED THE WORD ACCUSATION ALL THROUGH AS THOUGH T
WAS"NOT TRUE, BUT IT LS~ MY UNDERSTANDING THAT SHE HAS
ADMITTED TO LIVING WITH MR. BLUE FOR X PERIOD OF TIME.
I DON'T KNOW WHAT PERIOD OF TIME.

MR. PAYNE:

IF THEY'VE BOUGHT THE PROPERTY WHEN MR, MOORE REPRESENTED

YES, SIR.

HAT
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THEM BACK IN JULY. THEY ACTUALLY CLOSED, | BELIEVE
SELLING DATE WAS JuLY 17TH OR JULY 19TH SOMEWHERE ALONG
THAT LINE, AND WE HAVE, AS A MATTER OF FACT THROUGH THE
WITNESSES HAVE SHOWN THAT WE ARE CONCEEDING THE FACT
THAT THEY SHARE THE SAME RESIDENCE.

N

.
™

THE COURT:WeLL- I JusT
THQUGHT WE OUGHT TO HAVE THE RECORD STRAIGHT OF THEIR
ENCLOSURE,

N MR PAYNE: VYes,
N | THF COURT: In,
S Y
MEMORANDUM YOU‘BID USE THE WORD ACCUSATION; AND AS THOUGH
IT MIGHT NOT BE. &\\\ - //
. . .
~ . MR, PAYNE No, sIrR., For

THE PURPOSES OF RECORD, W, CERTAINLY, I WOULDN'T WANT ANY
CONFUSION ON THAT. ME CERTAINLY ARE WILLING TO STIPULATE
INTO EVIDENCE THAT Ms, COPDa THE™ APPLICANT, BEFORE YOU
AND MR. BLUE DO SHARE THE SAME RESIDENCE™ THERE IS NO QUESTION
ABOUT THAT., _‘ |

- WHERE | SAY/IT S AN ACCUSATION, WHERE\I DO THINK
IT 1S AN Accuiﬁzlon IS ON THAT BASIS ALONE, ON\THE STATE-
MENTS SUPPLLED BY Ms. Corp TO "R, MOORE. HE comes\:(o THE

CONCLUS1 BASED SOLELY ON THAT; THAT, SHE IS NOT FI‘I\’

THE BAR AND HE DOES NOT RECOMMEND HER TO TAKE THE|
BAR/EXAMINATION, AS YOUR HONOR KNOWS THE CHAIRMAN OF THAT
COMMITTEE AND THE OTHER MEMBER OF THAT COMMITTEE,

J<



TR. 27
* % % k% %

THE COURT: I'M CONCERNED
IN THAT TO ME A LAWYER SHOULD BE ABOVE REPROACH, ABOVE
GOSSIP, ABOVE ANY TINGE OR TAINT, MAYBE MY STANDARDS
ARE HIGHER OR MY HOPES ARE HIGHER THAN SOME OTHERS, BUT
I DO PUT THE LEGAL PROFESSION ON A PLANE ABOVE OTHERS.
I FEEL THAT UNLESS WE DO, WE ARE GOING TO COMPLETELY
DISCREDIT THE LEGAL PROFESSION, WE ARE GOING TO ELIMINATE
IT'S EFFECTIVENESS

TR. 34 * % Kk Kk *
THE COURT: MY CONCERN
IS AGAIN, AND NOT THAT SHE WOULDN'T BE A EXCELLANT MEMBER
OF THE COMMUNITY, NOT THAI SHE'S NOT SOCIALLY ACCEPTED;.
BUT IS SHE A PERSON THAT SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO BE A
MEMBER OF.THE BAR OF THIS COMMONWEALTH._
’ * % Kk K *
TR. 35
v THE COURT: ALL RIGHT, SO
THAT I'M GOING TO RULE RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY THAT I DON'T
THINK THAT SHE SHOULD, THAT I WILL NOTFEXECUTE THE

CERTIFICATE.
MR. PAYNE: ' FOR THE REASON

AS STATED BY YOUR HONOR? , '
THE COURT: YES, I WILL

- GIVE YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT IT TO THE BORAD.
IN TIME, AND OF COURSE, IF YOU WANT TO GO FURTHER OR
ANYWHERE ELSE IT WILL GIVE YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO .

* k k %k %

TR. 37
THE COURT: YES, MAYBE

33



TR. 39

I PUT ATTORNEYS ON TOO HIGH A PEDESTAL, BUT I DON'T THINK
WE CAN DO ANYTHING BUT HOPE TO KEEP THEM THERE, AND
IT'S, YOU KNOW WHAT THE APPEARANCE IS TO THE PUBLIC.

* % % % *

JAMES ARNOLD JONES, HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY SWORN BY THE
CLERK, WAS RECALLED AS A WITNESS, AND WAS EXAMINED AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. PAYNE:

Q. MR. JONES, IS THERE A PERIOD OF TIME THAT YOU HAVE KNOWN
BONNIE CORD AND JEFF BLUE, HAVE YOU BEEN AWARE OF THE
FACTS SINCE JULY OF 1977, THAT THEY SHARE THE SAME

RESIDENCE?

A. YEAH.

HAS THAT FACT BEEN THE OBJECT OF ANY DISCUSSION WITHIN

THE COMMUNITY WHICH WOULD REFLECT BADLY ON MS. CORD?
A. NONE, WHATSOEVER. I NEVER HEARD ANYONE SAY. |

IS EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY, SO FAR AS YOU ARE,

AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THEY DO IN FACT SHARE THE SAME

34
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RESIDENCE?
A. RUN THAT BY ME AGAIN:® -
0, I'M SORRY, SIR. EVERYONE THAT YOU KNOW OF, KNOWS THAT
THEY SHARE THE SAME RESIDENCE?
A, RiGHT,
A, EVERYONE THAT YOU KNOW OF, AND WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT
50, 75 PEOPLE THAT KNOW THEM,
A. Yes. - _
Q. EveryonE APPROVES OF Ms., CORD AND THINKS SHE'S OF THE
HIGHEST MORAL CHARACTER?
A, THAT WAS... |
(WHEREUPON, COUNSEL CONFERRED INAUDIBLY,)
MR, PAYHE: THe CourT's
INDULGENCE, YOUR HONOR? |
THE COURT: YEs, SIR.
(WHEREUPON, COUNSEL CONFERRED INAUDIBLY.) o
0. MR. JONES, LET'S JUST ASSUME FOR A MINUTE IF YOU WILL,
THAT Ms, CORD ACTUALLY WAS ADMITTED TO THE VIRGINIA

STA_TE RAR, OKAY, AND THAT SHE PRACTICED IN THIS COMMUNITY

FRONT ROYAL, MARSHALL, MARKHAM, LINDEN COMMUNITY, DO YOU
FEEL, ‘FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THESE OTHER INDIVIDUALS
AND WITHIN YOUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION, THAT THE BARQ
"IN OTHER WORDS, ALL THE LAWYERS UP HERE, WOULD BE LOWERED
IN ANY FASHION BY HAVING HER AS A MEMBER OF THE BAR? |
A. DEFINITELY, NOT.

4
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N, YouLD IT REMAIN ON A HIGH LEVEL WITH YOU?
A. 1T WOULD SURE BE, YEAH. |
MR, PAYNE: 1 HAVE NOTHING
FURTHER OF THIS GENTLEMEN, SIR.
(WHEREUPOM, THE WITNESS WAS EXCUSED.)
MILDREN HMAKAY STRIBLING, HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY SWORN BY
THE CLERK, WAS RECALLED AS A WITNESS, WAS EXAMINED AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR, PAYHE:
0. MRs.STRIBLING, JUST FOR THE RECORD, STATE YOUR NAME
AGAIN PLEASE. |
A. MILRED STRIBLING.
N, MRs.STRIBLING, IN SO FAR AS YOU KNOW, ALL THE PEOPLE
IN THE COMMUNITY WHO KNOW BONNIE CORD, ARE AWARE
OF THE FACT THAT SHE IS LIVING IN THE SAME HOUSE Wi TH JEFF
Broe?
I THINK soO.

D >

. YOU KNEW THAT, DID YOU NOT?

A, (RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.)

0. AND YOU KNEW THAT FROM ALL OF YOUR VISITS THERE, DID
YOU NOT? | |

A. IT'S A LARGE HOUSE. FIVE BEDROOM HOUSE.

0, Do YOU KNOW, AS SO FAR AS'YOU KNOW, RIGHT NOW.SHE 1S STILL

LIVING IN THAT SAME HOUSE WITH IR, BLUE?
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A, Yes,

0, YouLD YOU THINK ANY LESS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IF SHE

WERE TO BE MADE A MEMBER OF THE BAR, A MEMBER OF THAT

PROFESSION?
A. No.

LOWERING IT S CHARACTER?

A. HNo.
MR, PAYNE:
FURTHER, SIR, ‘
THE COURT:
MR, PAVPE:

DO YOU WANT TO GET JUNE, PLEASE.

Q. YoULD YOU SEE IT ANV WAY AS BRINGING DOWN THE PROFESSION,

NOTHING

THANK YOU.
MRs, STRIBLING

JUNE SMITH, HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY SWORN BY THE CLERK,

WAS RECALLED AS A WITNESS, WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS

FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR, PAYHE:

n, MS.<SMITH; JUST ONCE MORE FOR THE RECORD, WOULD YOU

STATE YOUR NAME?
A. JUNE SMITH.

n, You ARE AWARE OF THE FACT, ARE YOU NOT, THAT RONNIE CoRD

AND JEFF BLUE SHARE THE SAME RESIDENCE?
A. YEs.

Q; WouLb YOU THINK THAT'THElLEGAL PROFESSION, AS A PROFESSION
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WOULD BE LOWERED, OR WOULD YOU THINK ANY LESS OF THE
LEGAL PROFESSION, IF SHE WERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
Bar? |

No, I WOULDN'T. I THINK, YOU KNOW, I THINK THAT, You
kNow, JEFF’S AND BONNIE’S LIVING IS THEIR OWN BUSINESS,
AND I DON’T THINK IT WOULD EFFECT. ..

DOES IT IN ANY WAY...

.. ANYTHING ABOUT LAW OR THE LEGAL PROFESSION,

DOES IT IN ANY WAY OR AFFRONT ANYONE IN THE COMMUNITY
THAT YOU KNOW OF?

NoT THAT I HAVE EVER BEEN AWARE OF, ...

THAT S FROM,AS COMING FROM A- FULL TIME RESIDENT WITHIN

" THE COMMUNITY?

YES, COMING ESPECIALLY FROM ALL THE FOLKS OVER AT MARKHAM
WITH WHOM WE GO TO CHURCH.

How ABOUT THE POST-MISTRESS?

Ms. WHITE? No, MENDY, YOU MEAN.

OkaY, | WAS THINKING OF A Ms..,THE COURT'S INDULGENCE FOR
JUST A MINUTE.. -How ABOUT ~CAROLINE GREEN. |
Mo.vu = | |

TeLL HIs HONOR wHO CAROLINE GREEN Is°

CAROLINE GREEN IS A LONG TIME RESIDENT OF NARKHAM.

- SHe' STHEMOTHER OFPERHAPS, ONE OF MY VERV CLOSEST FRIENDS.,
- WHO ALSO LIVES. IN MARKHAM; AND SHE AND HER DAUGHTER AND

SON, " AND REALLY ACTUALLY EVERYONE ELSE I'VE EVER MET
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AT MARKHAM, WHO HAVE KNOWN JEFF AND DONNIE, HAVE JUST HAD
'NOTHING ‘BUT-" PRAISE FOR THEM, HAVE NEVER REALLY, TO

MY KNOWLEDGE, NOT THAT | CAN REMEMBER EVEN DISCUSSED
THEIR LIVING ARRANGEMENT, AND THIS HASN'T BEEN,..

WoULD YOU CHARACTERIZE HER AS AN OLD TIME MARKHAM
COMMUNITY RESIDENT WHO'S A PRETTY CONSERVATIVE PERSON?
OH, | WOULD SAY SO, SHE, SHE'S SEVENTY-THREE OF FOUR,
AND SHE'S, YOU KNOW, SHE DIDN'T GROW uP IN MARKHAM, BUT
SHE'S LIVED THERE FOR YEARS AND YEARS AND YEARS, AND

HER HUSBAND WAS A FARMER THERE, HE’'S NO LONGER LIVING,
AND | THINK SHE'S A VERY, HOW SHOULD [ SAY 1T, I THINK
SHE'S A VERY PROGRESSIVE LADY, IF THAT, BUT SHE KEEPS

UP WITH THE TIMES, SHE HAS, YOU KNOW, CHILDREN WHO ARE
IN THEIR 30's,

Do YOU KNOW OF ANYONE, BEING YOUR COMMUNITY, AND THIS

IS INCLUDING YOU.AND YOUR HUSBAND, WHO WOULD THINK ANY
LESS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IF BONNTE CORD WERE ADMITTED

'T0 THAT PROFESSION?

I CERTAINLY CAN'T, I MEAN, I THINK FOR THE.MOST
PART, YOU KNOW, BONNIE'S SITUATION WOULDN'T BE COMMON
KNOWLEDGE, | MEAN WOULD BE, IT IS CERTAINLY IN OUR
LITTLE COMMUNITY...

IT's COMMON KNOWLEDGE, 1S IT NOT? ,

OH, 1 cuEss, | CERTAINLY SAY SO, BUT AS FAR AS, YOU KNOW,
FRONT ROYAL, ALL OF FRONT RovAL’'S CONCERNED, OR YARREN
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>

" HEARD ANYTHING DERFOGATORY ABOUT BONNIE CORD IN THAT

T WOULDN'T THINK. .

HYPOCRATIC OATH, ..

COUNTY, OR WHEREVER, I DON'T THINK IT WOULD NECESSARILY
BE SOMETHING THAT WOULD COME UP OR BE DISCUSSED AS A: ROUTINE TH

As FAR AS, LET ME ASK YOU THIS, HOW LONG HAS YOUR
HUSBAND BEEN A PHYSICIAN?

Since, 1963,

THE PROFESSION OF WHICH HE IS A MEMBER, HAS IT’'S OWN
CODE OF ETHICS, DOES IT NOT?

R1GHT,

You ARE AWARE OF THAT CODE...

MELL, 1T'S NOT REALLY A..s

.+.TO SOME EXTENT.

(RESPONDING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.)

[’M NOT TALKING ABOUT THE...

.+ \HYPOCRATIC OATH, BUT I’M TALKING ABOUT THE PROFESSION
ITSELF. Do YOU KNOW OF WHETHER OR NOT THERE ARE.ANY -
GUIDELINES, ETHICS OF THAT PROFESSION?

Yes, 1 DON'T KNOW IF THEY'RE FORMALLY SPELLED OUT
ANYWHERE, BUT FOR THEM WE NOTICE THAT IT'S NOT ETHICAL
TO ADVERTISE, WOULD BE ONE, THAT COMES TO MIND QUICK.
THIS COMMUNITY, WITHIN WHICH IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE

THAT THEY SHARE THE SAME RESIDENCE WITH, HAVE YOU EVER

COMMUNITY?

ING.
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A. No, I HAVE NoT.

+—

Q. Is IT SAFE TO SAY YOoU KNOW IT wAs A cooD 100 To 150 PEOPLE
BETWEEN LINDEN, MARKHAM AND FRONT RovaL?
A. OH, DEFINITELY YES, INCLUDING FRONT ROYAL, CONSIDERING

WHEN IN MARKHAM, | wouLDN’T, sAy I know 150 PEoPLE.
A, FIFTY PEOPLE,
A, I’M NOT SURE WHETHER THERE ARE THAT MANY THERE.
0, WouLD THERE BE 50 PEOPLE YOU WOULD KNOW IN THAT COMMUNITY]
A

Tt

. ALL Touj-, CERTAINLY. | THINK IT WOULD BE CONSIDERING HUSBANDS
AND WIVES, |
0, FIFTY PEOPLE...DO YOU THINK THOSE PEOPLE WOULD,® GENERALLY
SPEAKING, BE AWARE OF BonNNIE CORD AND HER LIVING ARRANGEME
THIRTY OF THOSE PEOPLE WOULD THEY BE?
A. | DON'T KNOW, PROBABLY THAT.
N, You DON'T THAT, THAT'S FINE. =~

A, IT's JusT, IT'S JUST NOT ‘BEEN DISCUSSED. |
MR, PAYNE: 1 HAVE/T?/////M,
THE COURT: JIyAﬂK/You. |
MR. PAYNE:  Your Honor,
WE WOULD HAVE NO FURTHER EVIDENCE. |
> __THE COURT: ALL RIGHT.

AVNE: I APPRECIATE THE

4444

- Court GRANT;NG”bs LEAVE TO PUT THAT ON,
HONOR,_‘§7H(_5’l’iLD WE REITERATE OUR REQUEST?

Your

"

~
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LAW OIFICES EXHIBIT 4 , |
STEIN, HALPERT &8 MILLER ‘
BARR BUILDING
910 SEVENTEENTH STREET, N.W:
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

JOHN ELLSWORTH STEIN . ) TELEPHONE
STUART D. HALPERT (202) 785-3365
WARREN L.MILLER C _—
MARTIN E. FIRESTONE CABLE ADDRESS

MICHAEL A. NELSON . December 28, 1977 - “FARRAGUTSQ”
SYDNEY F. ARAK '

The Honorable Duncan C. Gibb
Circuit Court, Warrén County
Front Royal, Virginia 22630

Dear Judge Gibb:

This letter is written on behalf of Ms. Bonnie Cord,
who is an applicant for the Virginia State Bar examination.

I have been a member of the Virginia State Bar since
June, 1969, and formerly was an Assistant United States Attorney
for the District of Columbia from 1969 to 1974. Presently, I
am a partner in the law firm of Stein, Halpert & Miller.

I have known Ms. Cord for approximately four years
both prcfessionally, when she was a law clerk for this firm,
and as a neighbor. During that time, I have never observed
her behave in any manner which could be deemed to be immoral.
Her demeanor and character have always been beyond reproach
and she has an excellent reputation among her peers for integ-
rity and judgment. Based upon my personal observations, know-
ledge in the community and reputation, I consider Ms. Cord to
be an individual possessed of the highest moral character.
Accordingly, I urge that she be allowed to take the Virginia -
State Bar examination. ' :

Si

WLM: 1h
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JAMES D. HALSEY, JR.

HARRY JOHN STAAS
JOHN E. MCGARRY
(MICH. BAR ONLY)
JOSEPH G. SEEBER
JOHN W. HUCKERT
WM. D. JORNSTON TOIT
L. ALLEN WOOD, JR.
(vA. BAR ONLY} ’

CEXHIBIT # 3

LAW CFFICES

STAAS & HALSEY

1825 K STREET, N. W. FREY BUILDING
: GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 4950%
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 TELEPHONE (616) 458-7535

TELEPHONE (202) 872-0123
CABLE ADDRESS AMPAT"
TELEX 248476

HENRY M, ZYKORIE ’ January 6, 1978

Hon. Duncan C. Gibb
Warren County Circuit Court
Front Royal, Virginia 22630

Dear Judge Gibb:

: I wish to add my own personal comment and endorsement of
Bonnie Cord to that provided by the letter of my partner
James D. Halsey, Jr. to you of even date. :

During her employment by our firm, Bonnie worked with me
on some rather extensive projects, during the course of which
she and I worked jointly with outside experts in relation to various
technological matters and with other members of the firm in detailed
legal research and related activities. As a result, I have had
occassion to observe her under the most trying and demanding profess:!
circumstances and as well in social activities.

I can say without reservation that I am not aware of any facts
that would cast doubt on her high moral character, and indeed mny
total impression of her is that she is of the highest moral character
-both professionally and personally.

I believe that Bonnie Cord would be a considerable asset to
the Bar of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and fully endorse her
~application and encourage her acceptance. '

Respectfully submitted,

-,/gz;wfw//

H. J. Staas

HIS:sts
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JAMES D. HALSEY, JR.

HARRY JOHN STAAS

JOHN E. MCGARRY
(M]CH. BAR ONLY)

JOSEPH G. SEEBER

JOHN W. HUCKERT

WM. D. JOHNSTON TIT

L. ALLEN WOOD, JR.
(VA. BAR ONLY)

LAW OFFICES
STAAS & HALSEY
1825 K STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

. TELEPHONE (202) 872-0123
CABLE ADDRESS AMPAT”
TELEX 248476 '

EXHIBIT # 4

FREY BUILDING
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49502
TELEPHONE (616) 458-7535

HENRY M. ZYKORIE . - January 6, 1978

Hon. Duncan C. Gibb
Warren County Circuit Court
Front Royal, Virginia 22630

Re: Application of Bonnie Cord
for Admission to Practice ‘
Before Commonwealth of Virginia

Dear Judge Gibb:

By this letter I would like to advise Your Honor that
Bonnie Cord was employed by this firm during the period
November, 1975 - December, 1976. During this time she was
engaged in a wide variety of legal activities and her work.
was always of -the highest quality. Both my partner and I were
particularly impressed with her professional attitude towards
the practice of law. Additionally, I would like to say that
Bonnie, during the thirteen months that she was associated
with this firm, always demonstrated the highest possible.
morals, both professionally and personally. It can be said -
without reservation that the undersigned is not aware of any .
facts that would cast doubt about her high moral character.

I do believe Bonnie Cord would be an asset to the Bar of
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and without reservation I submit
this 1etter on her behalf.

spectfully submitted,

(47

JDH:sts o | /
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Albert E. Craig 5
R.F.D. Box 13=A
Linden, Virginia 22642

November 18, 1977

Judge, Circuit Court of harren County
Front Royal, Virginia 22630

Dear Your Honor:

I am writing this letter to the court in support of
the application of Bonnie C. Cord to be permitted to take -
the Virginia State Bar Examination.

My wife and I have lived in Linden, Virginia for
twenty years. Approximately five months ago Bonnie moved
directly across Route 638 from us, purchasing the Mills
property. Shortly therecafter we made Bonnie's acquaintance
and since that time have exchanged visits with one another,
both at our home and at hers. We have therefore had occasion
to spend time with Bonnie socially. Bonnie and I have
discussed various legal problems and I have found her to be
very knowledgable in the field of law.

It has come to my attention that Bonnie has applied to
your court for a Certificate of Character and Residence in
order to be permitted to take the Virginia State Bar
Examination. I understand that there is to be a hearing to
determine whether Bonnie will be permitted to practice law
in the State of Virginia. I will be out of the state at the
time of this hearing and will thus be unable to appear
personally on her behalf. I wish to submit this letter to the
court to state that in my opinion Bonnie is of very high
character. She will be an asset to the community and a
valuable addition to the Virginia State Bar. I strongly
recommend that she be permitted to sit for the Virginia
State Bar Examination.

Sincerely yours,

@lbeit s, @z <
. 7

as



ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR

Petitioner, Bonnie C. Cord, herewith assigns the following
errors:

1. The statute requiring a certificate of good moral
character or honest demeanor is, to the extent of that require-
ment, invalid because vague and indefinate and because of its
failure to establish sufficient standards for the exercise by
the judge or court of the discretion granted.

2. As applied by the court in this instance, the decision
of the court denies a certificate of good moral character or
honest demeanor upon invalid staﬁdards.

3. The evidence does not support the refusal of the
Judge of the Circuit Court of Warren County to give to your
Petitioner the requested certificate of good moral character
or honest demeanor. |

4. The denial of a certificate of good moral character
or honest demeanor to your Petitioner iﬁ this instance denies
to -your Petitioner due process and equal protection under the
state and federal constitutions.

5. The denial of a certificate, resulting in the denial
of the right of Petitioner to practiée her profession on the

sole ground stated, constitutes an invasion of the privacy of
| your Petitioner and violates her rights Qnder the 1st, 4th, |

5th, 9th, and 14th Amendments to the United States Constitution.
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"APPENDIX A"

AF:'FIDAVIT

I would like to submif.fhe fdllowing statement in
order to communicaté‘to‘the court how deeply I believe
that my 1iving arrangement, far from being frivéldus
bf potentially demeaning to the Virginia Bar, is
rather an indication of my integrity in,ﬁhat it is a
result of the great seriouéness?with which T view the
giving of mj word generally and the marriagé vows in

particular,

A brief description of my ﬁarital background may help to
explain my‘views. At twenty-four years old, I married

- a man whbm I had known for some time, for whom I cared
deepiy,andvto whom I intended to stéy married for the'
rest of my life. Before my marriage I‘had never resided
with a male wﬁo ﬁas not a member of my immediate family,
and did not'consider'doing'so prior to my harriage.-
Shortly after my husband and T were married,/it.became
apparent that there Qere'some serious problems in our
‘relationShip_, which could not have been-foreéeen before
we-had lived together. I did hot contemplate diVOrce,v

being certain that the problems”cpuld be worked out, in

a7



view of our strong feelings for each other. In an
effort to make the relationship the lasting one which
we had intended and vowed that it would be, my husband
and T sought counseling from our minister, doctors,
psychologists, and a psychiatrist. After three years of
unsuccessful effdrts, we were divorced. The divorcs was

one of the most trying experiences of my life.

Thereafter, I attended law school, joined the District
of Columbia Bar and began to practice law. During those
years, I maintained my own apartment in the District of

Columbia, living alone.

About foﬁr years ago, I became acquainted with, and
gradually grew to care deeply for, the man with whqm‘I
now reside. We contemblated mafrying; howeVér, evenAthough'
wé were cnﬁmitted to each other'emotionally, I felt that
it would be wiser to live with each other for a while
before committing ourselves spiritually and 1ega11y to a'
11fe time relatlonshlp, Wthh we both con51der marriage to

be. 1In view of my previous maritalvexperience, I am keenly
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aware that caring alone is not sufficient to ensure an
enduring relationship. At thirty-three years old, I

feel that it is possible to maké a wise and reasoned decision
as to the soundness of the ;élationship between two people,
given an:opportunity'to observe the relationship in other
than hypothetical terms. This opportunity is available
today, in light of society's changed attitude towards
"persons living with each other before marriage. Accordingly,
about ten months ago, my friend and I bought a farm in

Virginia, where we now live.

Six months ago, being a resident of Virginia and wishing to
practice law in Virginia, I applied to take the Virginia

'Bar Examination. The application was refused solely

because I am not married to the man with whom I reside.

Hence I am ndw in the position of being'pressured by the
Vifginia courts into prematurely commifting myself to marriage
or dissolving a developing relationship, in order that.I may
practice my profession and eérn my living in the state |

| in which T live. T fully expect that I will eventually

marry the man with whom I now reside, but feél strongly

that the decision to marry should be based upon considerations
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other than whether I wish to work in Virginia. 1 feel

equally strbngiy thatiit is'inequitable to be prevented'

from working in Virginia because of my Sincere efforts

to develop an enduring marital felationship. Far from feeling'
that my living arrangement is improper behavior in |
derogation of marriage, I believe that it is a highly
moral wéy of proceeding in these circumstances and an
indication of the ultimate seriousness with%which I

view the marriage vows. I believe also that the community

understands and respects this seriousness and the

resultant behavior.

C e,

T

Bonnie C. Cord

s-‘/ﬂr
/"

.%ZLAL\.gJ@itﬁﬁ/ T?Aéﬁﬁm// , a nbtary public, in
and for U[- ,4QQL ' ?’C:ﬂ%.mﬁiaL ; State

that Bonnie C. Cord this day appeared before me and,

being duly sworn, stated that the facts set forth above

are true. S
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES OCTOBER 31, 198¢
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