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IN THE SUPREHE COURT OF VIRGINIA
AT RICHMOND

Marshall Coleman
Attorney General of Virginia

Petitioner,
against
Vincent J. Pross

Acting Comptroller of Virginia
Respondent.

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR WRIT OF ~mND&~US
To: Vincent J. Pross, Acting Comptroller of Virginia

Please take notice that on May ~, 1978, the undersigned,
by counsel, will make application to the Supreme Court of
Virginia for a writ of mandamus against you in your official
capacity; by filing a copy of the petition for said writ attached
hereto in the Office of the Clerk of that Court in accordance with
Va. Code S 8.01-644 and Rule 5:5 of the Rules of the Supreme Court
of Virginia.

MARSHALL

By:

ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE
Service of the foregoing Notice of Petition for Writ of

Mandamus with copy of th~ petition is hereby accepted this
X. day of Hay, 1978.

,K~:,y-/((J~
V1ncent J. Pross
Acting Comptrol'ier of Virginia App. 1



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA

IN RICHMOND

Marshall Coleman
Attorney General of Virginia

Petitioner,

against
Vincent J. Pross

Acting Comptroller of Virginia
Respondent.

PETITION FOR A NRIT OF MANDAMUS

Now comes Marshall Coleman, Attorney General of Virginia,

in accordance with Rule 5:5 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of

virginia and S 8.01-653 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended,

and by this petition for a writ of mandamus respectfully represents

to the Court as follows:

I.
In the 1977 Session, a majority of the members elected

to each of the two houses of the General Assembly of Virginia

agreed to Senate Joint Resolution No. 81, Acts of Assembly of
1977, Chapter 688, proposing certain amendments to the virginia

Constitution and referring the same to the General Assembly at

its firs~ regular session held after the next general election

of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in con-

formity with the-provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the

App.2



Constitution of Virginia. The Resolution proposed to amend
Sections 6, 11, and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V
of the Constitution. (A copy of the Resolutibn is attached to
this petition as Exhibit A.)

II.
In the 1978 Session, a majority of all the members elected

to each house of the General Assembly of Virginia agreed to
Senate Joint Resolution No. 95, Acts of Assembly of 1978,
Chapter 852, proposing the aforesaid amendments to Sections 6
and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Con-
stitution. (A copy of the Resolution is attached to this petition
as Exhibit B.) The amendment to Section 13 of Article IV of the
Constitution that had been included in Senate Joint Resolution
No. 81 was not proposed.

"An Act to provide for the submission of proposed
amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Sec-
tion 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia to
the qualified voters for ratification or rejection, and

- 2 -
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to prescribe ,when and how such referendum shall be con-
ducted and when such amendments shall take effect."

(A copy of the Act is attached to this petition as Exhibit c.)

V.
'The issues your petitioner believes to be raised by the

Acting Comptroller of Virginia and which your petitioner raises
by this petition are as follows:

1. Whether the 1978 Session of the General Assembly has
acted in accordance with the requirements of Article XII, Section
1 of the Virginia Constitution in directing submission to the voters
of proposed amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section
6 of Article V of the Constitution referred to it by the 1977 Session
in Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 and not the amendment to Section
13 of Article IV also contained in and referred to it by Senate
Joint Resolution No. 81.

- 3 - App.4



2. Whether the proposed amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of
Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution would
be valid if submitted to and ratified by the voters qualified to
vote in the election to be held on November 7, 1978, in accordance
with Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly.

VI.
The letter from the Acting Comptroller of Virginia to your

petitioner constitutes sufficient grounds for this Court to ex-
ercise jurisdiction in this case and to consider and determine
all questions raised in such letter or in this petition or in
respondent's answer, such jurisdiction being expressly conferred
by Section 8.01-653 of the Code of Virgnia (1950), as amended.

VII.
Your petitioner believes and so avers that Chapter 688 of

the 1977 Acts of Assembly and Chapters 806 and 852 of the 1978
Acts of Assembly constitute lawful compliance with Article XII,

Section I of the Virginia Constitution in all respects, and, in
any case, your petitioner believes that the amendments proposed
by Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly to be submitted to
the voters qualified to vote in the November 7, 1978, election
would be valid if ratified. Additionally your petitioner be-
lieves that it is in the best interest of the citizens of the
Commonwealth of Virginia and required by Va~ Code ~ 8.01-653
that this Court take jurisdiction of this matter and render a

- 4 - App.5
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final adjudication on all questions raised in this petition:

VIII.
It is the opinion of your petitioner that ~he taking of

evidence other than that attached hereto as Exhibits A - D is
not necessary for the proper disposition of this matter.

WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that this Court will
consider and determine all questions raised or to be raised
in this proceeding and will adjudge that all of the aforesaid
Acts of Assembly are in compliance with the requirements of
Article XII, Section I of the Constitution of Virginia, or, in
the alternative, that the amendments so proposed would be valid
if submitted to and ratified by the voters qualified to vote in
the election to be held on November 7, 1978; that Vincent J.

Pross, Acting Comptroller of Virginia, be made a party defend-
dant to this petition and required to answer the same; that a
writ of mandamus be issued by this Court directed to the said
Vincent J. Pross, Acting Comptroller of Virginia, requiring
him to pay the appropriate monies out of the treasury of the
Commonwealth to carry out the provisions and requirements of
Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly.

- 5 -
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Marshall Coleman
Attorney General

MARSHALL COLE~~N
Attorney General of Virginia

I '
]

Henry M. Massie, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

Supreme Court Building
1101 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

- 6- App. 7
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day of May, 1978.

AFFIDAVIT

CO~~10N~lliALTHOF VIRGINIA
to wit:

CITY OF RICHMOND
This day personally appeared before me,~ ?t. ~~,

a Notary Public in and for the city aforesaid, Marshall Coleman,

who stated on oath that he is the Attorney General of Virginia and

that the matters and things stated in the foregoing petition are

true to the best of his knowledge, information and belief.

Given under my hand this ~ +l-

~1.~
. Notary Publi~ ~

My Corrnnissionexpires: ,~/88 f'l~1

- 7 -
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may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from
taxation,

(f) Exempt inns of property from taxation as <,st:\blished or
authorized herehy shall be strictly construed; provided. howe\'('r.
that all property exempt from taxation ('l1 the effective date of this
section shall continue to be exempt until other\',;ise pro\'ided by the
General Assemblv as herein set forth.

(g) The Gelleral Asscmbly may by general law authorize any
county, city, town, or regional goverllment to impose a service
charge upon the owners of a cbss or classes of exempt property for
services provided by such governments,
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CHAPTER 688

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81
ProposlIIg .1nJendlllellts 10 Sectiolls 6. I I and 13 (If Article IV and Sectioll 6 of Article Vof

the COllstiwtion of Virginia, relatillg to legislati\'e sessions. enaCllllt'lIt of lall's.
effecti\'e dates of lall's. presentation of bills to the Go\'crnor and \'elo polI'ers.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, March 4, 1977

Agreed to by the Senate, March 4, 1977

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegatcs concurring,
n majority of the members electecl to each house agreeing. Th~lt the
following amendments to the COllstitution be. and the same herein"
nrc, proj)osE'd and referred to tlte Gl'nerai Assembly at its first
r('~ul;)r session Ill'ld after the next general election of members of
the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the
provisions of Section 1 of Article XIl of the Constitution of Virginia,
namely:

Amend,Sections G, II and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
Article V of the Constitution as follows:

Article IV.
Section 6. Legislati\'e sessions.

The GClll'ral Assemblv shall meet once each year on the second
\\'ednesday in ,l:ulllar:-". f\;() regular session of the' Gl'lH'ral Assembly
convencd in an c\'en-numberc'd vcar shall continue 101ll.:erthan sixtv
days: no regular session of the' Ccneral ,\sscllll>ly n;Il\'t'I1l'd in :,i,
()(ld-numlJt'red \"(~ar shall continuc lonl.:('r than lhirt\' days: but with
(Ill' cnncurrenci, of two-t hi rds of tIll' nl('l1llJers l'1ecte'd to 'cae h h<'1I1S(',
Any regular session ma:-' be extendl'd for a period not excel'ding
lhirl~' days. N('illwr house shall, wi lhout the COllSl'llt of the other,
atljlllirntll anot1ler pLln'. 1101' for 111(11"(' tll;1Il Ihn'(' <1;tys,

Hlr (;"111'1';11,\."1'I111J/.I',h,Jl; ICCIIIII','III' 1111IIII' ,~ixllr \\','I1II1'"b.l' ,lIl,'r ..,11,""1'1"""111,
Ilrlt ulr. (If ",Idl I'I'}:1I1.II' III' ,'i,,''''.11 SI'S,"":I li.1' rh,' 1'"1'1'",'" (II' ('IIlIshIt-IIII': I.,il., Il'lIid. Ill. I I'
~It 1~.,'r1 1'('(lIIll1'd /1,1'tilt' (;1111'1/1"1' 1I'Icll n'cIIIIIllI,'IIlI,llillllS IIII' tlll'Jr ;llIl1'll<1I1I.'lIt ,/lid /Jills

,:'«1 I:rlll~ of ,IPI'I'I'/'r1,lIldll /'111, Idliell 1lI,n' 11.11'1'h"t'll I'cllJrllcd In' IIr,' (;O\"'rIItJr \\'Itll IllS
l'llJt'\'U,lI1S, ,\'0 "cllcr /'11.'111/','5 sli;Jl1 be C(lIl~hJt'rcd Jt J rccoIIH'I:CU st'sslC'n. ~udl
ltColl\-rnrd seSS101Isllall 1I0C concl/lue IOIl~('r chan three dJYs unless the sessioIl be

I
,j

,I ,
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IV A., 1!I77J\CTS OF J\SSEl\1 liLY

'fj~1
,.;'iW.;:\:
I Il i~': f:.-'r :11 ,

'.:,~~.~~~:,! l' ;.... ".1 .. I ,,';'~ r..: I! : ' . extcnded. for il pcrjod not escceding SI.'\'cn additional d.lYS. upon the \'ote of J llIajority of
:'~t:il! ! ~ tile members delCnl to cael! housc.
'~,;~~ I :1

1
:. The Go\'ernor lI1ay convene a special session of the General

" If" I.' Assembly when, in his opinion. the interest of the Commonwealth
::,~jl:.;lt:' may require and shall convene a special session upon the
!,!_~;'!,I:. application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
:I~'i::IIi! Section 11. Enactment of 1<1\\'s,

"''':'''\' , No law shall b\.' enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in.~h'! i: eIther house, may be approvcd or rejected by the other, or may be
.:ii~jL( amended by either, with the concurrence of the other,.((:;'I: No bill shall become a la \\' unless, prior to its passage:
.:,n:', I I (a) it has been referred to a committE'c of each house,
./:-~:!;: con.sidered by such committee in session, and reported;.,,j,ol'!/ (1)) it has been printeu by the house in which it originated prior

'. 'i"'lli . I.:::~.';'I! to ltS passage t 1erein;;.~;.:,.'l'l! (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
'.:;.;~:: I daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
')~~;!Ij (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each
,.~,';,~i ! house, the name of each member \'oting for and against recorded in

":;~hi;ll; the journal. and a majority of those voling in each house. \vhicl1
• I••.I~' ,

.');1':' i : majority shall include at least two.fifths of the members elected to
.,,'," " that house. recorded in the affirmative.::1.

1
): \! ' Ouly in the manner req uired in suhparagra ph (d) of this section.:W I shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the

'i,f::';! I other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
.J'li~:I house discharge a committee from the conside,'ation of a bill and
...~'~::'I consider the same as if reported. The "dnting and reading. or either,
.,,; ,; .', d~ig~~es~di':,. i~~~bi:,a~aG~~ptl~

5
c~d1;;~':~e (;; w~f 0\ I~~e s~~t~~~;.,~~~:::va13~

'j \~~.f,'1.' d f f . f I f'1"'1"" an in the case of an emergency by a vote O' our-Ii t1S 0 the
~~!':"i\ members voting in each house. tlw name of each member vOling

.;t~:~r~.l, and how he votec! to be recorded in the journal."':11;,1 No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
;':;''f ,. creates. continues. or revives a debt or charge. or which makes.

.... '..\ .•,.:.'.••:_.~i;...•::.,.;\I! continues, or rc\'ives any appropriation of public or trust money orproperty, or which releases, uischarges, or commutes any claim or
';:':c\:: demand of the Commonwealth. m' which impnses. continues. or
;',1

1
t' revives a tax. shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a

',;j,r'i; maioritv of all the members elected to each l>ou5<'.the name of each::_;:j :,1 me,nhe.' ,'oting and how he voted to be recordt'd in the journal.
. '. I' .1 Every law imposing. continuing, or reviving a tax shall

.:J:.'i..~.VI, f.~~;;;~~SI::;a~t'::~ fi:~~c~r t~~~:'I,~:';i,~:~;,~j~;-;'tl':,'~db~r~;~i~i~;,l~a~f~ ~~~
tax by referencl' to any provision of the laws of the United States as

;..,tl':\l those laws l11av be or become effective at anv time or from time to
.~,~\j:,I time. and ma~; prescribe exceptions or Il1m.lil'icatiollS to any such

" '~-(~..l~' . i..' 'j. ,I' provision.'J!!.'I! The presitlio" ofiicer of each house or "''''" hi' in.'."",. or I.,,,,,,, '0 ,,'
',: f!' : I' a pt'rS(111dt'~ipl,ltedby ,1 Ill;l,lnrityof tilt' Illt'mh,'rsell'CtCel to l'.lell house shall, not
. ',j"" • later than l.••o,;~Ill-~thn't'days after at:I.t+HH.HtH~IH-t',lc11bill is enrnlled, sign
.;.:~lt.'Ii l..•.y~t:rt ..ld) hill I hat has 1>eell passl'd by both housl's anu duly:::,iY, II l'nro\kd, The fact of signing shall be recorueu in the journal.
.; .•.• "I Scctipl\ \:\, Etkctin' lbu' of \;\ws.
:'..I ;~ "I'.::,':,,'.:.;.. ,:',' "/1,1 Ia \\'5, t>-'i~'''''''Pt- H ~"'IH>-+:'ill i-tp\'I" 'IH'iHi-iHH lHW-1I11Cit11JIinc II"II'S 1\\:I1ICh Jrt

, (,1I,lct(', l,r rt',l~(lll (If ,1Crll'n~ 1;11'1'11 durill)! rl','(l/ll'l'lll't! sesS/(IIlS. S la t;1 {t' l' I('ct 011

. ~~:;>II tlw tirst day of lilt> I<HII:t-hIllPlllh-.Iuly follp\\'itl~~ the 11l"lllh l.t
. ':\;~~'.\ adinllrnl11l'111 of tllt' Sl'SSll1nof thl' lil'ncr,11 ,\ssl.'nl1)\v at \\'hidl it has
':':' :' been enacted, unless a ~, ••••" <I••••• i. ,,_\jed """"k ••• in ,he

. I ;, .

J',; ! '.'( 1"
, .~ .
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case of an enwrg('nc~' (whir.h em('I'I:('IlC~' shall 1)(' ('xprcss('d in the
body of the bill) llle Gt'llI'ral i\s~;t'llll>ly shall sp<,cify all c;lrlif'r lbll'
by a vol(' of four-fifths (d' lllL' lllt'lll!>t'rs \'olill): III L'ach htJlI~e. llle
name of each memlwr voting and how he voled lo he recorded in the
journal, or unless a subsequent date is specIfied in the body of the bill or by general
law.

Article V,
Section 6, Presentation of bills: veto powcrs of Governor,

Every bill which sh.:lll have passed the Scnate and Housc of
Delegates shall. before it becomes a law, bC' prescnted to the
Go\'ernor, If he approve. he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return it
with his objections to the house in which it origin<lled. \vhich shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider
the same, If. after such consideration. two-thirds of the Illembers
present, which two-thirds shall inc1ud(' a majority of the llwmbcrs
elected to that house. sh.:lll agrcf' to pass the bill, it shall he sent.
together with the objections. to the olher house, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the
members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of lhe
members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
notwithstanding the objections,

The GO\"f'rnor shall have tlw power to veto any particular item
or items of an appropriation bill. but the veto shall not affect the
item or items to which he does not object. The item or il('ms
objected to shall not take effect except in the manner lwrctnfore
provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
without his aPPl'oval.

If 'the Governor approve the general purpose of ,lny bill but
disapprove any part or pal'ts thereof. he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment. to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
houses upon the bill and his l'ccomnH'ndations in rdation to its
amendment as is abt.wl' pro\"ided in relation to a bill \vhich he shall
have returned without his appt'oval. and with his ohjections thereto:
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, b~' a \"ole of
a majority of the members present in each. shall agree to amend the
bill in accordance wilh his recommendation in rl'lation thereto. or
either house bv such VOle shall fail or refuse to so amend it. then
and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act
upon it as if it were then before him for the first tim!.' : pro\'ldrd further
tllar if the Gm'ernor so reCUrn .lilY bill to iI recolI\'ellcd session illld (I) a majority (If the
members present ill eJch house shall a.crt'e to amel1d the bill in accordallce \\'lth 1115
recommt'nd;Hion, tile bill as amended sh,,11 become law or (Ii) t\l'o,thlrds of all the
members present ill each IlOtlSt', which tI\'o-thinls shail illclude a lIIajorit,\' of tile 11)('11:/)('(.<;
elected to thal house, shall agree CO the bill in the form sent to the Go\'emor, tile bill Sh.ll1
becoml' law.

In all cases above set forth. the names of the members voting
for and against tilt' bill or item or itL'ms of an appropriation bill,
shall be l'nterNi on the journal of each house.

If anv bill shall not bl' rC'turnl'd by the Governor within Sl'\'en
days aft(:,. it shall havt' 1)('('11prt'S('1l l ('("I to him, t IH' saml' sh;tll he a
law ill lil.t' malllH'r a.s if Ill' h;ld sil~IH'd it. ulll~~~ l-h~ (.~~'"•.•nd
~\~~lIlhly shull; h~' lin,t111ti.iPII","nPlih 1""."'~IIl- Slid, n"'I'"'II; ill whi •.h
t'IIS" il slt,,11 ht' " Iilw if tq'llnlYt"d h~ lilt .•.(~PYt"nIPr""'; ill Iltt" 'lIillllh.r
IHul In Iltt" t"~I~I(' Ilh.+yt" IH'#",~dt"th wil.h~n IhiH~ l1il~ ilH-t"i'
(HI.inllt"tllI, ••tll. I.ull tlnl III ht"Fwisl .•..c.\Ccl't (!Jat, If thc (;/'II('r.11 :\s$cl1lvl,l' sh.Ji/ ha\'c
JI!)f1UmeJ 1'l'IIJI1l): .1 r{,cPII\'Cllcd St'SS;('II, tht' (;o\"t.'rtlnr IIC/'J nnt Jct U/lIl1l tilt' IJt!1 un(11
Ihm)' dJ.\"S after such aJjoUrlllllt'tlt. If the GcnerJI :\ss~'llIbly sh;i1I, b.\' Iln;11 aJ)OUrtllllt'llt
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EXHIBIT B

CHAPTER 852

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 95
Proposing amendments to Sections (i and J J oj Article IV and

Section (j 01 Article V oj the Constitution 0/ Vir;.;inia.relating to
legl~<;latil'esessions. enactment of laws. presentation 01 bills to
the Governor and veto powers.

Agreed to by the House of Deleg~tes. March 2. 1978
Agreed to by the Senate. ~farch 4. 1978

WHEREAS. proposed amendments 10 the Constitution of Virginia.
hereinafter set forth. were agreed to by a majority of the members
elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred to this. the
next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates. as required by the Constitution of Virginia;
now. therefore. be it

RESOLVED by tile House of Delegates. the Senate concurring. a
majority of tile members elected to each house agreeing. Tllat the
following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be. and the
same hereby are. proposed in conformity with tile provisions of
Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia; namely:

Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article
V of the Constitution as follows:

ArtiCle IV.
Section 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assemblv shall meet once each year on the second
Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer tllan sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
Odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall. without the consent of the other.
adjourn to another place. nor for more than three days.

The General Assembl.v shall reconvene on the sixth ~Vednesday
alter adjournment. sine die. of each regular or special session for
the purpose 01 considering bills which may have been returned by
the Governor with recolnmendations for their amendment and bills
and items of appropriation bills which ma.v have been returned b.v
the Governor lvith ~is objections. No other business shall be
considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended.
lor a period not e.'-"ceedingseven additional days. upon the vote 01
a "lajority of the members elected to each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General
Assembly when. in his opinion. the interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall convene a special session upon the
application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
Section 11. Enactment of laws.

No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
either house. may be approved or rejected by the other. or may be
amended bv either. with the concurrence of the other.

No bill 'shall become a law unless. prior to its passage:
(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house.

considered by such committee in session. and reponed:
(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
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to its passage therein:
(C) it has been read by its title. or its title has been printed In ;1

daily calendar. 011 three different c<llendar days in each house: anLi
(dl upon its final passage a vote h::ls been taken ther('on in eac!l

house, the name of each member voting for and against recurded III

the journal, and a majority of those voting in e<lch house. whil't:
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected [Q

that house, recorded in the affirmative,
Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section

shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either house. or either
house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill ;.Inti
consider the same as if reported. The printing and readin,g. .Jr
either, required in subparagmphs (b) and (C) of this section. m:..ty
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwt';.IlIh.
and in the case of an .emergency by a vote of four-fifths uf the
members voting in each house. the name of each member vutlng
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or whlcn
creates, continues. or revives a debt or charge. or which makes.
continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money ur
property, or which releases. discharges, or commutes any claim or
demand of the Commonwealth. or which imposes. continues. ur
revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of :..t
majorHy of all the members elected to each house. the name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
journal.

Every law imposing. continuing, or reviving a tax shall
specifically state such tax. However. any law by \vhich taxes ~!rt'
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of sucn
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United Stutes
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time. and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his illabilit\' ur
failure to act a person desi~nated by a majority of the members
elected to each house shall. not later than twenty three davs after
adjournmem each bill is enrolled , sign ~ ~acll bill that h;.ls
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The' fact of signing
shall be recorded in the journal.

Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills: veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shalL before it becomes a law, be presented to the
Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but. if nor. he may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated. which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider the same. If. after such consideration. two.thirds of the
members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house. shall agree to pass the bill. it shall
be sent, to~ether with the objections. to the other house. by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
the members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house. it shall become a law,

App. 14
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:::;' '.\dl"t:,!anJing the llbjection~.
Tlit'" (ju\'crnor shall have the powe:- ;0 \'e~o ;Jny particular item

l)f l[enJS ul <.tn appropn;ltlOn bill. bu: tae VelO ~/l~J1 nOI affect the
::el:, 'Jf uems 10 which t!e does nu, 'Jojecr. T!I~ 112m or item:-
ubJeelt:tl Iv shall nut take dfect t'xct.::pt In llle ma:lllt"l' ilt'rt'rol,~rt"
pru';iLit'l.! In tllis sectIOn as to bllis retun:eu tu tnt' Gener'-il A;:;:-embi:-'
wlthOJt his approval.

If the Governor ;Jpprove the general purpuse of any bill but
dlS:.lpprO\'e any part or parts tnereuf. he m'-iY rerurn it. \liltn
recommen(!;Jtinns for its <lmendmt:nl, to Ihe tlOuse in whiCh ir
or:g:!:~[t:d .•••. hereupon the same pr(jce~Jin~s ;:;il~ll iJe had In tJulh
l!0<'::>!::> upon the bill and his recummt'nd~tltJn;:; in relatIOn [0 :IS
~mC'Ll(1mt'nr ;,is is :lbo\'e prOVided in rel:ltlc.n to ,~ 0111\lihicn ne snail
have rt'l~rned wltnOL.t nlS iipproval. :In:.: Wllll hiS 1l/)Jt'l'tlUns tht:felv:
~fu'''L!eL1 :n~t. If ilfter sud! reconsider:lli"n bUlh lwu:-,es, by a vote of
:.l m:.JJuf!ty oi the members present In e~lch, snail ;Jgree to amend
rhe bill In ;Jccordance WIlh his recommend;JtlOn in rel;Jtion therew,
;jf ,:,:~:~er :lOUSt' hy such vote snall filii or reiuse to so amend i:,
til~:; ;,ilia in either case the bill sh<lll be agam sent to him. and he
rJl:.l:; :.:<:t upon it as if it were then before him for the fifSt tIme ,
{Hol/(ied further that 1/ thc Governor su rl.!turn any bill tu u
rC!~onl'ened scssiun and (I) u rnajunt\. of the "teulbers present III
t:ucir house shall agree to urnend the bill in acc:urdaru.:e It'lth his
reC'I.J"I"wndatiun, the bill as <Jf71ended shall bec:offlC' law ur (Iii

lllu-tizirds of ull the rrzernbers pre,.;erit in euch lrulL.)e, H'/zu,:h
tlt'o-thirds shall include a majority oj the members elected to that
;Iuuse, shall agree to the bill in tire jorm ,.;('nt to the Governor, the
bill shull bec:umC'law .

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
tor and ug:linst the bill or item or items of an appfopri<ltion bill.
shall be entered on the journal of each house_

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented w him. the same shall be a
law in like manner as if he had Signed it. ~ ~ ~flefiH
~ sha!h ~ fi..niH ae~ fH'~t:"fl{ St!tfl reEUrn: ffi ~H8l
~ It shalt Be a law i-f ~ by ~ GtAernM, ffi ~ ffii:HHtt'-f
a-Ati Ie I-»e ~ ~ prO\'ilied. y..:.ffi1-i-H £.~ Ga-y:5 af{~
atijuurnmeiH-; B-ut RiH &£l1erwise except thut. 1/ the Generu! Assembly
shall hal'c udjourned pending a rec.'orn'ened session. the GUl'ernor
need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.
Ii the General Assembly shall, by jinal adlourr/lnent othC'r thun
pending a reconvened session, prel'C'71t thC' return 0/ a bill. it shall
be a h.lu' Ii approl'ed by the GOl'crrzor, in the manner and to the
(!.'t'lent abo\'(! prol'ided, It'llhin thirty days after udjourr/lnenl, but
not utheru'ise .

O ,..://A/ .Id ~- ,'. . . - ~ '-' ~ \.••.i.e ...:..:;/1..; , ~. ~-"Yt -'"'"'\...-..-
"JAerk 0~!le Hcll".~ of Drle,~iltesand

. /' Ke~pcr of tile Rells of llle Stateo
~ TRUE COPV, TESTE~ M;\Y 4 1978
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/s/ Charles S. Robb
President of the Senate

/s/ John Warren Cooke
Speaker of tlle House of Delegates

Approved:

/s/ John N. Da 1ton
Governor

App. 16
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EXHIBIT C

CHAPTER S 06

An Act to provide for the submission of proposed amendments to.
Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 01 Article V 01 the
Constitution 01 Virginia to the qualilied voters for ratilication or
rejection, and to prescribe when and how such referendum shall
be conducted and when such amendments shall take el/ect.

[S 523)

Approved

Be It enacted by the General Assembly ot Virginia:
1. ~ 1. It shall be the duty of the officers conducting the eiection
directed by law to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, nineteen hundred seventy-eight, at the places appointed
tor holding the same, to open a poll and take the sense of the
qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of the proposed
amendments to the Constitution of Virginia. contained herein and in
the joint resolutions proposing such amendments, to wit:

Amend Sections 6 and 11 ot Article IV and Section 6 ot Article
V ot the Constitution as follows:

Article IV.
Section 6. Legislative sessions. .

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrenCE: of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place. nor for more than three days.

The Gene'-:llAssembly shall reconvene on the sixth f.Y"ednesday
alter adjoun1ment. sine die. 01 each regular or special session lor
the purpose 01 considering bills which may have been returned by
the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills
and items of appropriation bills which ma.vhave been returned by
the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be
considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
not continue longer than three days unless the session be' extended.
lor a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the vote of
a majon'ty 01 the members elected to each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General
Assembly when, in his opinion. the interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall (;onvene a special session upon the
application of two-thirds of tle members elected to each house.
Section 11. Enactment of law~

No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
either house. may be approved or .rejected by the other. or may be
amended by either. with the concurrence of the other.

No bill shall become a law unless. prior to its passage:
(a) it. has been referred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in session. and reported:
(b) it has been printed ~y the house in which it originated prior
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to its passage therein:
(c) it has been read by its title. or its title has been printed in a

daily calendar. on three different calendar days in each house: and
(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each

house, the name of each member voting for ano against recorded in
the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house. which
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
that house, recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
shall an amendment to a bill bv one house be concurred in bv the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
house discharge a committee from. the consideration of a bill and
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or
either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section. may
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth.
and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
demand of the Commonwealth. or which imposes, continues. or
revives a tax, shall be paSsed except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
journal.

Every law imposing, continuing. or reviving a tax shall
specifically state such tax. However,. any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inabili(v or
/az1ure to act a person designated by a majority of the members
elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjournmeat each btll is enrolled , sign e¥efjt ~ach bill that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing
shall be recorded in the journal.

Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills: veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shaH. before it becomes a law. be presented to the
Governor. If he approve, he shaH sign it: but. if not. he may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shaH
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider the same. If. after such consideration, two-thirds of the
members present. which two-thirds shall include a majOrity of the
members elected to that house. Sh;lll agree to pass the bill, it shall
be sent, tog.ether with the objections. to the other house, by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered. and if approved by two-thirds of all
the. members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, it shall become a law,

App. 18
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notwithstanding the objections.
The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item

or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore
provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assemblv
without his approval. .

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto.
or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it,
then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time :
provided further that zf the Governor so return any bill to a
reconvened session and (z) a majority of the members present in
each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his
recommendation, the bill as amended shall become law or (it)
two-thirds of all the members present in each house. which
two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that
house, shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor. the
bzll shall become law .

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
for and against the bill or item or items of art appropriation bill,
shall be entered on the journal of each house,

H any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it, ~ the General
Assembly sHa-l-hby Hna-l ~~ prevent S1:i€h- return; ill w-H-i-€-ll-
ease it sh-all Be a law i-f appror.'ed &y the Governor, ffi the mttnflff
aM til !be ~ ~ ~ee. willl-ffi ~ Gays ait€-f
aejournment, &tit net o.t.herwise e.'\'cept that. zf the General Assernb'-••..
shall have ad;ourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor
need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.
If the General Assemb'-v shall. by final ad;ournment other than
pending a reconvened session. prevent the return of a bill. it shall
be a law if approved by the Governor. in the manner and to the
extent above provzded. within thirty days after adjournment; but
not otherwise .

The ballot shall contain the following question:
Question: Shall the Constitution of Virginia be amended to

require the General Assembly to reconvene after the adjournment of
a session in order to act on gubernatorial vetoes and amendments
suggested by the Governor to legislation passed by the Generai
Assembly during its session, and be amended to change the
procedures tor signing bills by the presiding officers of the General
Assembly?
DYes
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o No
The ballots shall be prepared, distributed and voted, and the

results thereof ascertained and certified. in the manner prescribed
by * 24.1-165 of the Code of Virginia. The State Board of Elections
shall cause to be sent to the clerks of each county and city, at least
thirty days before the election, a copy of this act. Each such clerk
shall forthwith post a copy of such act at the courthouse of such
county or city. The State Board of Elections shall cause to be sent
to the electoral boards of each county and city sufficient copies of
the full text of the amendments and question contained herein for.
the officers of election to post in each polling place on election day.

The electoral board of each county and city shall make out,
certify and forward an abstract of the votes cast for and against
such proposed amendments in the manner now prescribed by law in
relation to votes cast in general elections.

The State Board of Elections shall open and canvass such
abstracts and examine and report the whole number of votes cast at
the election for' and against such amendments in the manner now
prescribed by law in relation to votes cast in general elections. The
State Board of Elections shall record a certified copy of such report
in its office, and without delay shall make out and transmit to the
Governor of the Commonwealth an official copy of such report,
certified by it. The Governor shall, without delay, make
proclamation of the result, stating therein the aggregate vote for and
against such amendments.

If a majority of those voting vote in favor of such amendments,
they shall become effective on January one, nineteen hundred
seventy-nine.

The expenses incurred in Conducting this election shall be
defrayed as in the case of election of members of the General
Assembly.

/s/ C S .PQhb
President of the Senate

/s/ J. W. Cooke
Speaker of the House of Delegates

Approved:

/s/ John N., Dalton
Governor

A TRUE COPY, TESTE: MAY 4 1978
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EXHIBIT D

May 3, 1978

The Honorable J. Marshall Coleman
Attorney General of Virginia
Supreme Court Building
1101 E. Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
Dear Attorney General Coleman:

Pursuant to the terms of S 8.01-653 of the Code
of Virginia, this will notify you that I have doubt res-
pecting the constitutionality and proper construction or
interpretation of Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly
(sometimes referred to as Senate Bill 523), which Act directs
the payment of money pu t of the treasury of the COl1uTIom-lealth.
I do not feel that it would be proper or safe to pay such
money until there has been final adjudication by the Supreme
Court determining any and all such questions. For such
reasons, I will not make payments pursuant to the above
Act until such adjudication has been made.

Specifically Section 1 of Article XII of the Con-
stitution of Virginia provides, in pertinent part, as follows:

Any amenrunent or amendments to this Constitu-
tion may be proposed in the Senate or House of
Delegates, and if the same shall be agreed to
by a majority of the mCr.1berselected to each
of the two houses, such proposed amendment or
amendments shall be entered on their journals,
the name of each member and how he voted to be
recorded, and referred to the General Assembly
at its first regular session held after the
next ~eneral election of mem~ers of the House
of Delegates. If at such regular session or
any subsequent special session of that General
Assembly the proposed <1ri'.cndmentor amendments
shall be agreed to by <1m~jority of all the
members elected to each house, then it shall be
the duty of the General Assc8bly to submit such
proposed amend8cnt or amendments to thc
voters qualified to vote in elections by the
people, in such manner as it shall prcscribe
and not sooner than nincty days after final
passage by the General Assen~ly ....
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The Honorable J. Harshall Coleman
~fay 3 I 1978
Page 2.

Pursuant thereto, the General Assembly, in adopting Chapter
688 of the 1977 Acts of Assembly, proposed amendments to
Sections 6. 11, and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article
V of the Constitution of Virginia. Thereafter, at the first
regular session held after the next general election of mem-
hers of the House of Delegates, the General Assembly adopted
Lhap~er 852 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly. Chapter 852 pro-
posed amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and
Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia.

1-

I.

:

, .

. .. -

Therefore, the 1978 General Assembly deleted the
proposal to amend Section 13 of Article IV of the Constitution

. 0f V~rginia which had been proposed by the 1977 session of the
.'. : .r:~n:"I."al.i'."Sse!':>; ly . Chapter 806 of the 1978 Ac ts of As semb ly,

which prescribes the manner of submission of proposed amend-
ments to the voters. likewise deletes Section 13 of ArticleIV.

Sincerely yours;./ /7 .
.ttl,} e~'l/ii;dI !J(t~,i:V1ncent J. Pfqss, Jr. .

Acting Comptroller. Commo I \vea1th of Virginia

App. 22



f/IRGINIA:

Thursday the 11th dall 0/ May, 1978.

Marshall Coleman,
Attorney General of Virginia, Petitioner,
against Record No. 780619

Vincent J. Pross,
Acting Comptroller of Virginia,

Upon an Application for a Writ of Mandamus

Respondent.

I '

On rJ1ay9, 1978, came Marshall Coleman, Attorney General of

Virginia, and filed a petition praying that a writ of mandamus do forthwith
issue, requiring and compelling Vincent J. Pross, Acting Comptroller of

Virginia, respondent, to pay the appropriate monies out of the Treasury of

Virginia to carry out the provisions and requirements of Chapter 806 of
the 1978 Acts of Assembly, as more fully set out in the said petition.

And it appearing to the Court that service of a copy of said
petition has been accepted by the respondent, it is ordered that the cause
be docketed.

Upon consideration whereof, Andrew J. Brent, Esquire, is hereby
appointed as counsel to represent the respondent in this cause pursuant to
the provisions of Code ~ 8.01-653.

And on further consideration whereof, the cause is hereby placed
upon the privileged docket of the June, 1978, session of this court.

A Copy,
Teste:



IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA

AT RICHMOND

MARSHALL COLEMAN,
Attorney General of Virginia,

Petitioner,

v.

VINCENT J. PROSS,
Acting Comptroller of Virginia,

Respondent.

GROUNDS OF DEFENSE

No. 780619

Comes now Vincent J. Pross, Jr., Acting
Comptroller of Virginia, and files his grounds of defense
to the Petition for a Writ of Mandamus filed against him
herein on May 9, 1978, as follows:

I.
FIRST DEFENSE

A writ of mandamus should not issue against
respondent because 'the actions of the General Assembly as
alleged in the Petition for a Writ of Mandamus did not

App. 24
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comply with Article XII, Section 1 of the Constitution
of Virginia and are ineffective.

II.
SECOND DEFENSE

1. The allegations contained in Paragraph I
of the Petition are admitted. .

2. To the extent that Paragraph II of the
Petition suggests that the amendments are the same as those
adopted in 1978, it is denied. Respondent admits that Senate
Joint Resolution No. 95, as amended, and as made Chapter 582
of the Acts of Assembly of 1978, did propose the amendments
to. the Cons.titution of Virginia therein set forth.

3. The allegations of Paragraph III of the
Petition are admitted.

4. The allegations of Paragraph IV of the
Petition are admitted.

5. Paragraph V of the Petition requires no
response~

6. With respect to the allegations of Paragraph
VI of the Petition, respq~dent states that the jurisidction
conferred upon this Court by 98.01-653 of the Code of Virginia,
as amended, is as stated in that Section of the Code and not
otherwise. Respondent admits that in his letter dated May 3,
1978, he expressed doubt respecting the constitutionality and
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proper construction or interpretation of Chapter 806 of the
1978 Acts of Assembly which Act directs the payment of
money out of the Treasury of ~he Commonwealth, indicated
that he did not feel that it would be proper or safe to pay
such money until there had been a final adjudication by the
Supreme Court determining any and all such questions and,
because of that, said that he will not make payments pursuant
to the Act until such adjudication had been made.

7. Respondent denies the allegations contained
in the first sentence of Paragraph VII of the Petition. The
remaining part of Paragraph VII of the Petition requires no
response.

8. Paragraph VIII of the Petition requires no
response, but Respondent states that he is not presently aware
of any evidence that will be necessary for the proper disposi-
tion of this cause, other than that which is to be included in
the Appendix of this cause.

WHEREFORE, Respondent prays that the Petition
for a Writ of Mandamus be denied and Respondent recover his
costs herein incurred.

Vincent J. Pross, Jr.
Acting Comptroller of Virginia

May 22, 1978

-3- App. 26
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..

A. J. Brent
Lee F. Davis, Jr.
Hullihen W. Moore
Leslie W. Mullins
Christian, Barton, Epps, Brent& Chappell
1200 Mutual Building
Richmond, Virginia 23219

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF RICHMOND, to-wit:

This day personally appeared before me,
____________________ , a Notary Public in and for the City afore-
said, Vincent J. Pross, Jr., who stated on oath that he is
Acting Comptroller of the Commonwealth of Virginia, that he is
authorized to make this affidavit and that the matters stated
in the foregoing Grounds of Defense are true to the best of his
knowledge, information and belief.

Given under my hand this 22nd day of May, 1978.
My commis sion exp ires : _

Notary Public

-4-
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The undersigned, counsel for respondent, Vincent
J. Pross, Jr., hereby certifies that the foregoing Grounds of
Defense has been served, by delivering a true copy thereof to
The Honorable Marshall Coleman and Henry M~ Massie, Jr.,
Esquire! Supreme Court Building, 1101 East Broad Street, Richmond,
Virginia on May 22, 1978.

A. J. Brent

-5-
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IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA

AT RICHHOND

HARSHALL COLE~1AN,
Attorney General of Virginia,

Petitioner,

v.

VINCENT J. PROSS,
Acting Comptroller of Virginia,

Respondent.

STIPULATION

No. 780619

COME NOW Marshall Coleman, Attorney General of Virginia,
by an Assistant Attorney General, and Vincent J. Pross, Acting
Comptroller of Virginia, by counsel, and agree and stipulate
that the following matters shall be considered as evidence in this
cause:

I. A. That amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of
Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of
Virginia were proposed in the Senate of Virginia by 1977 Senate
Joint Res.olution No. 81 [Exhibit A], which resolution contained
such proposed amendments and:
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1. Was prepared in such form as was in
accordance with that prescribed by the Rules of
the House of Delegates and the Senate for addi-
tions and deletions of language; and

2. Was presented, ordered printed and referred
to the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections
[Exhibit B].
B. That the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections

proposed a Committee Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute for
Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 [Exhibit C], containing proposed
amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6
of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia, and which resolution:

1. Was prepared in such form as was in
accordance with that prescribed by the Rules of
the House of Delegates and the Senate for addi""
tions and deletions of language;

2. Was reported to the Senate on January 31,
1977 [Exhibit D];

3. Was read by title the first time on
February 1, 1977 [Exhibit E];

4. Was read by title the second time on
February 2, 1977, and spread at length on the
Journal of the Senate [Exhibit F];

5. Being engrossed and the third reading
waived by suspension of the Rules by a recorded
vote of Yeas-38, Nays-O, was agreed to on
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February 2, 1977 by a majority of the members
elected to the Senate, with the name of each
member and how he voted duly recorded
[Exhibit G]; and

6. Was communicated to the House of
Delegates where it was read, referred to the
House Committee on Privileges and Elections
and spread at length on the Journal of the
House of Delegates [Exhibit H] .
C. That the House Committee on Privileges and Elections

proposed a different Committee Amendment in the Nature of a
Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 [Exhibit I], con-
taining proposed amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article
IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia,
and which resolution:

1. 1-Jasprepared in such form as was in
accordance with that prescribed by the Rules of
the House of Delegates and the Senate for addi-
tions and deletions of language;

2. Was reported to the House of Delegates
on February 28, 1977, and read by title [Exhibit
J] ;

3. Was laid before the House of Delegates,
agreed to as an amendment to Senate Joint Resolution
No. 81, and agreed to on March 4, 1977 by a vote of
Yeas-82, Nays-3, being a majority of the members
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elected to the House of Delegates, with the names
of each member and how he voted duly recorded, and
was spread at length on the Journal of the House of
Delegates [Exhibit K];

4. Was communicated to the Senate, requesting
the concurrence of the Senate [Exhibit L];

5. Was agreed to on March 4, 1977 by a vote of
Yeas-34, Nays-O, being a majority of the members
elected to the Senate, with the names of each
member and how he voted duly recorded, and was spread
at length on the Journal of the Senate [Exhibit M]; and

6. Was duly enrolled, and was signed on April 1,
1977 by the Speaker of the House of Delegates and on
April 4, 1977 by the President of the Senate, and
became Chapter 688 of the 1977 Acts of Assembly [Exhibit M-l] .
II. A. That the amendments proposed to Sections 6, 11 and

13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution
of Virginia by 1977 Senate Joint Resolution No. 81, as amended
and agreed to by both houses of the General Assembly at its
first regular session held after the next general election of
members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence were
proposed in the Senate of Virginia in the next regular session
held after the general election of members of the House of
Delegates, by 1978 Senate Joint Resolution No. 95 [Exhibit N] ,
which resolution contained such proposed amendments and:

-4-
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1. Was prepared in such form as was in
accordance with that prescribed by the Rules
of the House of Delegates and the Senate for
additions and deletions of language;

2. Was presented, ordered printed and
referred to the Senate Committee on Privileges
and Elections [Exhibit 0];

3. Was reported to the Senate on February
15, 1978 [Exhibit P];

4. Was taken up on February 16, 1978 and
by a recorded vote of Yeas-36, Nays-O, had the
first reading of its title waived [Exhibit Q];

5. Was read by title the second time on
February 18, 1978, and spread at length on the
Journal of the Senate [Exhibit R];

6. Being engrossed and the third reading waived
by suspension of the Rules by a recorded vote of
Yeas-36, Nays-O, was agreed to on February 18, 1978
by a majority of the members elected to the Senate,
with the names of each member and how he voted duly
recorded [Exhibit S]; and

7. Was communicated to the House of Delegates
where it was read, referred to the House Committee
on Privileges and Elections and spread at length on
the Journal of the House of Delegates [Exhibit T].
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B. That the House Committee on Privileges and
Elections proposed a Committee Amendment in the Nature of a
Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution No. 95 [Exhibit UJ,

containing proposed amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article
IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia,
and which resolution:

1. Was prepared in such form as was in
accordance with that prescribed by the Rules of
the House of Delegates and the Senate for addi-
tions and deletions of language;
2. Was reported to the House of Delegates on

March 1, 1978 [Exhibit V];
3. Was laid before the House of Delegates,

agreed to as amendment to Senate Joint Resolution
No. 95, and agreed to on March 2, 1978 by a
vote of Ayes-91, Nays-2, being a majority of the
members elected to the House of Delegates, with the
names of each member and how he voted duly
recorded and was spread at length on the Journal
of the House of Delegates [Exhibit WJ;

4. Was communicated to the Senate, requesting
the concurrence of the Senate [Exhibit XJ;

5. Was presented to the Senate on ~1arch 4,
1978, the reading thereof being waived by a
recorded vote of Yeas-38, Nays-O, agreed to by a vote
of Yeas-37, Nays-O, being a majority of the members
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elected to the Senate with the names of each
member and how he voted duly recorded, and was
spread at length on the Journal of the Senate
[Exhibit Y]; and

6. Was duly enrolled and signed on March 20,
1978 by the Speaker of the House of Delegates
and the President of the Senate, and became
Chapter 852 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly [Exhibit Y-l].

III. A. That 1978 Senate Bill 523 [Exhibit Z], providing
for the submission of the proposed amendments included in 1978
Senate Joint Resolution No. 95 was offered on February 6, 1978,
and referred to the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections.

B. That the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections
proposed a Committee Amendement in the Nature of a Substitute for
Senate Bill No. 523 [Exhibit AA], which was duly adopted by the
Senate on February 16, 1978, and communicated to the House of
Delegates, where it was referred to the House Committee on
Privileges and Elections.

C. The House Committee on Privileges and Elections pro-
posed a different Committee Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute
for Senate Bill No. 523 [Exhibit BB], which provided for the sub-
mission of the proposed amendments included in the 1978 Committee
Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution
No. 95, and which:

1. Was further amended by striking out, after
the word "and" in the sixth line of page 5 the language
"suggested amendments of legislation adopted during the
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session':'and inserting in.lieu thereof "amend-
ments suggested by the Governor to legislation
passed by the General Assembly during its
session" [Exhibit CC]; and

2. As so amended was duly adopted by the
House of Delegates and the Senate and signed by
the Governor and became Chapter 806 of the Acts of
Assembly of 1978 [Exhibit CC-l].

IV. A. That 82 of the 100 members serving in the House
of Delegates during its 1977 Session also served in the House
of Delegates during its 1978 Session. Of the 82 delegates who
were members during both sessions, 69 agreed to the House Com-
mittee Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute for Senate Joint
Resolution No. 81 on March 4, 1977, and 74 agreed to the Commit-
tee Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute for Senate Joint
Resolution No. 95 on March 2, 1978.

B. That 39 of the 40 members serving in the Senate
during its 1977 Session also served in the Senate during its
1978 Session. Of the 39 senators who were members during both
sessions, 34 agreed to the House Committee Amendment in the Nature
of a Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 on March 4,
1977, and 36 agreed to the Committee Amendment in the Nature of
a Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution No. 95 on March 4, 1978.

C. That a majority of those who were members of the
House of Delegates in both 1977 and 1978 and a majority of those

-8-
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who were members of the Senate in both 1977 and 1978 voted
Aye on the final adoption by their respective houses of 1978
Senate Bill No. 523, as amended.

V. Adelard L. Brault is the Senator representing the
thirty-fourth Senatorial District in the Senate of Virginia
and Senate Majority Leader. He was the chief patron of Senate.
Joint Resolution No. 81 in the 1977 Session of the General
Assembly and the patron of Senate Joint Resolution No. 95 in
the 1978 Session. He was also patron of Senate Bill 523 which
was passed at .the 1978 Session of the General Assembly.

If called to testify, Sena~or Brault would state that:
1. He followed the aforementioned Resolution and Bill

closely through the Senqte and .through the House and is familiar
with all changes, revisions, or amendments thereto.

2. His primary purpose in introducing the Resolutions
~as to require a reconvened session to give the General Assembly
the last word on legislation. The amendment proposed to
Section 13 of Articl~ IV by 1977 Senate Joint Resolution No.
81, as introduced by him, was originally to express his purpose
of making the effective date of legislation, except a general
appropriation law, enacted at a reconvened session and that enacted
at 'thepreceding regular or special session the same. In the
process of amendment at the 1977 session, the original proposed
amendment was changed to make the effective date of all laws July
1. It is his belief that the amendment was not agreed to at the 1978
Session because it would not only have had the effect of making laws
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enacted at a reconvened or preceding regular or special
session the same, but it would also have changed the law
applicable to the effective date of a general appropriation
law.

VI. That Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly
(1973 Senate Bill No. 523), in requiring that the State Board
of Elections cause to he sent to the clerks of each county and
city copies thereof, and Virginia Code ~30-l3, in requiring the
Clerk of the House of Delegates to cause to be printed and
distributed copies of the proposed amendments to the Constitution
require the expenditure of funds out of the Treasury of the
Commonwealth, that the acting Comptroller of Virginia has doubts
respecting the constitutionality and proper construction or inter-
pretation of Chapter 806 (1978 Senate Bill No. 523); that said
acting Comptroller does not feel that it would be proper or safe
to pay such money until there has been a final adjudication by
the Supreme Court determining any and all such questions; and that
for such reasons he has stated that he will not make payments
pursuant to Chapter 806 (1978 Senate Bill No. 523) until such
adjudication has been made; and that the said acting Comptroller
informed the Attorney General of the preceding by letter dated
May 3, 1978 [Exhibit DD].

The parties further agree and stipulate that the copies
of, and excerpts from, documents attached as exhibits hereto
are true and correct. The parties reserve the right to challenge
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the relevance or materiality of the proffered testimony of
Senator Brault or of any fact stipulated herein.

The parti'es further agree and stipulate that the
Appendix shall consist of the following:

1. Notice..of Feti tion for '-lrit of Mandamus and
Acceptance of Service;

2. Petition for a Writ of Mandamus;
3. Order docketing the cause;
4. Grounds of Defense; and
5. This Stipulation, with attached exhibits.

Dated: May 19, 1978
Marshall Coleman
Attorney Genera

By

.Vincent J. Pross, Jr.
Acting Comptroller of Virginia

By
Marshall Coleman
Henry M. Massie, Jr.

Supreme Court Building
1101 E. Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Counsel for Petitioner

Andrew-J. Brent
Lee F. Davis, Jr.
Hullihen W. Moore
Leslie W. Mullins

Christian, Barton, Epps, Brent & Chappell
1200 Mutual Building
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Counsel for Respondent
-11- App. 38



EXHIBIT A
Page 1 of 5

App. 39

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81
Offered January 12, 1977
Prefiled November 26, 1976

Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections

Patrons-Brault, Moody, Babalas, Michael, and Buchanan

Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of

the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws,

effective dates of laws and overriding the Governor's veto.

1
2

LD5540

3.
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring,
13 a majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
14 following amendments to the Constitution be, and the same hereby
15 are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at ~ts first
16 regular session held after the next general election of members of
17 the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the
18. provisions of Section 1 ofArticle XII of the Constitution of Virginia,

19 namely:
20 Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of

21 Article V of the Constitution as follows:
22 Article IV.
23 Section 6. Legislative sessions. The General Assembly shall
24 meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January. No
25 regular session of. the General Assembly convened. in an even-
26 numbered year shall continue longer than sixty days; no regular
27 session of the General Assembly convened in an odd-numbered year
28 shall continue longer than thirty days; but with the concurrence of
29 two-thirds of the members elected to each house, any regular
30 session may be extended for a period not exceeding thirty days.
31 Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn to

32 another place, .11orfor more than three days.
33 The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment,

34 sine die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may

35 have been returned by the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be

36 considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall not last longer than

37 three days unless the session: be extended, for a period not exceeding seven additional



1 d;l;\'S. upon the vote of a.majority of therriembers elected tdeach house. i
2 The Governor may convene a special session of the qieneral
3 Assembly \vhen, in his opinion, the interest of the Commo~wealth
4 may require and shall convene a special session' up;on the

I

5 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
I

6 Section 11. Enactment of laws.-' -No law shall be enacted exceptI

7 by bill. A bill may originate in either house, may be approved or
8 rejected by the other, or may be amended by either, ~th the

9 concurrence of the other.
10 No bill shall become a law'unless, prior to its passage:. :
11 (a) it has been referred to a committee of eac~ house,

12 considered by such committee in session, and reported; I,
13 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior'I
14 to its passage therein; . I

I

15 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been px;'intedin a
16 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; andI
17 (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken therepn in each,
18 house, the name of each member voting for and against ~ecorded in
19 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which'I

I

20 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the member~ elected to,
21 that house, recorded in the affirmative. I

I

22 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of ,this section
23 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurr~d in by the
24 other, or a conference report be adopted by either hou~e, or either
25 house discharge' a committee from the consideration 6f a bill and",

26 consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or either,'I

27 required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this sect~on, may be'
28 dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,,
29 and in the. case of an emergency by a vote of four7fifths of the
30 members voting in each house, the name of each member votingI

31 ~nd how he voted to be recorded in the journal. ; ,
32 No bill which creates or establishes a new. office, or which.I

33 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge; or which makes,I
I

34 continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
.' i

35 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
36. demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes,! continues, or
37 revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirm~tive vote of a

Ii
I
I
I

I
I

I

EXHIBIT A
Page 2 of 5

Senate Joint Resolution 81 2

,
I

I
I

I
i
I

I
I
I
I
I
I

I
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EXHIBIT A
Page 3 of 5

3 Senate Joint Resolution 81

1 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each
2 member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journaL
3 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
4 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
5 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
6 tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States as
7 those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to
8 time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such

9 provision.
10 The presiding officer of each house or in his absence or upon his

11 incapacitation a person designated by a majoriy of the members of each house shall,
12 not later than tweaty three days after adjOl:lFA:fHeat each bill is enrolled, '

13 sign e••'ery each bill that has been passed by both houses and duly
14 enrolled. The fact of sigrting shall be recorded in the journaL
15 Section 13. Effective date of laws.-All laws, except a general
16 appropriation law, shall take effect on the first day of the fourth
17 month following the month of adjournment of the session of the
18 General Assembly at which it has been enacted, unless a subsequent
19 date is specified or unless in the case of an emergency (which
20 emergency shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General
21 Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-:fifths of the
22 members voting in each house, the. name of each member voting
23 and how he voted to be recorded in the journaL Laws which are enacted by

24 reason of actions taken during reconvened sessions.shall take effect on the first day of the

25 third month following adjournment of the reconvened session unless another date is.

26 specified by the laws' earlier passage.

27 Article V.
28 Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor. Every
29 bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Delegates
30 shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he
31 approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return it with his
32 objections to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the
33 objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider the
34 sa~e. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the members
35 present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members
36 elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent,
37 together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall

..
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EXHIBIT A
Page 4 of 5

Senate Joint Resolution 81 4

1 likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the.
2 members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
3 members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
4 notwithstanding the objections.
5 The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item.
6 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
7 item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
8 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner~ heretofore
9 provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly

10 without his approval.
11 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
12 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
13 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
14 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
15 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
16 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
17 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
18 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
19 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend the.
20 bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto, or
21 either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, then
22 and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act
23 upon it as if it were then before him for the first time, In all cases
24 above set forth, the names of the members voting for and against
25 the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill, shall be entered on
26 the journal of each house.
27 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
28 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
29 law in like manner as if he had signed it, 1:laless t.fte GeaeFal
30 AssemBly shaD; ~ HftEH adj 01:lFBmeat, pFeveat Sl:left Fet1:lFB;Hi •••••kiek
31 _it: ~ ge.9 law * apPFoveEi ~ t.fte GoveFBOF, Hi t.fte mlHiaeF
32 aae ~ t.fte. eJ£teAt ~ pFoviEieEi, witkia ~ ~ &fteF.
33 aEijo1:lFftmeat, 9l:l-tBet, otkeFW4se except that, if the General Assembly shall have

34 adjourned pending a. reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill until

35 thIrty day~ after such adjournment. if the General Assembly shaII, by final adjournment

36 other than pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a biII, it shall be a law if

37 approved by the Governor, in the manner and to the extent above provided. within thirty App. 42
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5 Senate Joint Re~olution 81

App. 43Clerk of the House of Delegates
. .

Agreed to' By
The House of Delegates
with
without amendment

Date: : .

Agreed to By The Senate
with
.without amendment

1 days after adjournment, but not otherwise.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
2930 _

31 Official Use by Clerks

32
33
34
35 Date: .

36 .
37 Clerk of the Senate

e
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EXHIBIT B

iExcernt from the 1977 Journal of the Senate
(p~inted p. 52), January 12, 1977

S.J.R. 81. Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
Article V of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment ot laws,
effective dates ot laws and overriding the Governor's veto.

Patrons-Brault, Moody, Babalas, Michael, and Buchanan

Referred to the Committee on Privileges and. Elections
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EXIUBIT C

Page 1 of 5
n
IC.
\~

I COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A'
2 SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.'81
3 (Proposed by the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections)
4 (Patron Prior to Substitute--Sen. Brault)
5 Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article Wand Section 60f Article Vof

6 the Constitution of Virginia, relating to 'legislative sessions, enactment of laws,

7 effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.
I

8 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring,
9 a majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
10 following amendments to the Constitution be, and the sam~ hereby
II are, proposed and. referred to the General Assembly at its first
12 regular session held after, the next general election of members of
13 the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity 'with the
14 provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia,
15 namely:
16 Amend Sections 6, 11 and 1:3 of Article IV and Section 6 of
17 Article V of the Constitution as follows:
18 Article IV.
19 Section 6. Legislative sessions.
20 The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
21 Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
22 convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
23 days; no regular session of the General Assembly convEfned in an
24 odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
25 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to e.ach house,
26 any regular session may be extended for a period not. exceeding
27 thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
28 adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.
29 The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday afte: adjournment,

30 sine die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may

31 have been returned by the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills

32 and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by the Governor with his

33 objections. No other business shall be considered at a reconvened session. Such

34 reconvened session shall not continue longer. than three days unless' the session be

35 extended, for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of a majority of

36 the members elected to each house.

37 The Governor may convene a special session of the General App. 45
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1 Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
2 may require and shall convene a special session upon the
3 application of two-thirds of the mem:bers elected to each house.
4 Section 11. Enactment of laws.
5 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
6 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be
7 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.
8 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage: .
9 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
10 considered by such committee in session, and reported;
11 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
12 to its passage therein;
13 (c) it has been read by its title, or its ~itle has been printed in a
14 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
15 (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each
16 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
17 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
18 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
19 that house, recorded in the affirmative~
20 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
21 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
22 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
23 house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
24 consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or either,
25 required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may be
26 dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
27 and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
28 members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
29 and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
30 No bill which creates or establishes anew office, or which
31 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
32 continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
33 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
34 demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or
35 revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
36 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each
37 member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal. App. 46
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1 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
2 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
3 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
4 tax by reference to any provision of the laws .ofthe United States as
5 those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to
6 time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such

7 provision.
8 The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or failure to act

9 a person designated by a majority of the members elected to each house ~hall, not
10 later than tweBty three days after aEi;j OaRlmeBt each bill is enrolled, sign
11 every each bill that has been passed by both houses and duly
12 enrolled. The fact of signing shall be recorded in the journa,l.

13 Section 13. Effective date .of laws.
14 All laws, except a general appropriation. law, shall take effect on
15 the first day of the fourth month following the month of
16 adjournment of the session of the General Assembly at which it has
17 been enacted, unless a subsequent date is specified or unless in the
18 case of an emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the
19 body of the bill) the General Assembly shall specify an earlier date
20 by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each 'house, the
21 name of each member voting and how he v.oted to be recorded in the
22 journal. Laws which areenacted by reason of actions taken during recortvened sessions

23 shall take effect on the first day of the third month following adjournment of the

24 reconvened session unless another date is specified by the laws' earlier passage or unless

25 the General Assembly shall by amendment specify another date during such reconvened

26 session by the same procedure as required above for an emergency.

27 Article V.
28 Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.
29 Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
30 Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the
31. Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return it
32 with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
33 enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider
34 the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the members
35 present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members
36 elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent,
37 together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall App. 47
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1 likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-third~ of all the
2 members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
3 members. elected to that house, it shall become a law,
4 notwithstanding the objections.
5 The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item
6 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
7 item or items to which he does not object. The iterp or items
8 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore

I

9 provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
10 without his approval.
11 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
12 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he. may ret~rn it, with
13 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
14 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
15 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
16 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill wl?-ichhe shall
17 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
18 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses,' by a vote of
19 .a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend the
20 bill in accordance with his recommendation in relati0t;l thereto, or .
21 either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, then
22 and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act
23 upon it as if it were then before him for the first time ;:provided further

24 that if the Governor so return any bill to a reconvened session and (i) a majority of the

25 members present in each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his

26 recommendation, the bill as amended shall become law or (il) two-thirds of all the

27 members present in each house, .which. two-thirds shallincIude a majoritY of the members

28 elected to that house, shall fail or refuse to so amend the bill, the bill shall become law.

29 In all cases above set forth, the names of the me~bers voting
30 for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
31 shall be entered on the journal of each house.
32 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor. within seven
33 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
34 law in like manner as if he had signed it, l:lflless the GefleFal
35 ASSeH'lBly~ ~ HfwHar:ijel:lmftteflt, plFeveflt ~ Fetl:lm; ift '",mea
36 ease ~ sRaU Be a law H appFevea ~ tRe GevemeF, ift the H'laBfleF
37 ~ te the eJEteflt abeve pFe¥iaed; witaifl ~ ~ lHteF App. 48
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Clerk of the House of Delegates

Date: .

. .

adjOl:lFBmeat, 5l:lt Ref otheF\TASe except that, if the General Assembly1shall have

adjourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon th~ bill until

thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment

other than pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill, it shall be a law if

approved by the Governor, in the manner and. to the extent .above provided, Within thirty

days after adjournment, but not otherwise.

App. 49
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24
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26
27
28
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31 Official Use by Clerks
Agreed to By

32 Agreed to By The Senate The House of Delegates
33 with with.
34 without amendment without amendment

35 Date: .

36 .
37 Clerk of the Senate
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EXHIBIT D

Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the Senate
(printed p. 266) January 31, 1977:

The following resolution, having been considered by the committee inl session, was ,-;
reported by Mr. Hirst from the Committee on Privileges and El~tions:

,!: .... "
Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 (eighty-<lne) .with a substitute.

' ..;:

App. 50



EXHIBIT E
IExcerpt from the 1977 Journal of the Senate

(printed p. 299), February 1, 1977:

• SeDateJoint Resolution No. 81 (eighty-one) was read by title the first time:

App. 51
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Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the Senate(printed pp. 310-313), February 2, 1977:

Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 was read by title the second tim~.

App. 52
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originate in either house, may be
either, with the concurrence of the

The following substitute proposed by the Committee on Privileges and Elections was
agreed to:

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81

(Proposed b~ the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections)

I

Proposing amendments to Sections 6. I I and 13 of Article IV and Sectioh 6 of Article V
of the Constit~tion of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws,
effective dates of laws. presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

. ' RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring. a majority of the members
elected to each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution be, and the
same hereby are, proposed: and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session
beld after the next general ,election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence
in conformity with the provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia.
aamely:

Amend Sections 6. II and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V ~f the Constitution
as follows:

Article IV .

.: Section 6. Legislative sessio'ns.

The General As.<;emblyshall meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January.
No regular session of the General Assembly convened in an even.numbered year shall
continue longer than sixty days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
• odd.numbered year shall' continue longer than thirty days; but with the concurrence of
• I""o-thirds of the members elected to each house. any regular session may be extended for a
'period not. exceeding thirty days. Neither house shall. without the consent of the other,
.'.adjourn to another place. nor for more than three days.

~:i~c The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment, sine
•. die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may have
I. been returned by the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills and
., items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by the Governor with his
i,objections. No other business. shall be considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened
'..session shall not continue: longer than three days unless the session be extended, for a period
,-.oot exceeding seven aoditional days, upon the vote of a majority of the members elected to
.:,.each house.',.
",;::; .

•.,;-. The Governor may' convene a special session of the General Assembly when, in his
,'opinion. the interest of the Commonwealth may require and shall convene a special session
~<:upon the application of two-thirds of. the members elected to each house.
:,!,: '

t~~tion 1I. Enactment or: laws.

~,~ No law shall be en~actedexcept by bill. A bill may
~approved or rejected by :the other. or may be amended by
I'Olher ..,

~t!b.~,No bill shall become a law uhless, prior to its passage:
.!:- :

i'~'~'-..
l5!;;.o- .... (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house. considered by such committee in
~~ion, and reported; . App. 53
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(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior to its passage therein;

(c) it has heen read by its title, or its title has been printed in a daily calendar, on
three different calendar days in each h.ouse;and

(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each house, the name of
each member voting for and against recorded in the journal, and a majority of those voting in
each house, which majority shall include at least two.fifths of the members elected to that
house, recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section shall an amendment to
a bill by one house be concurred in by the other, or a conference report be adopted by
either house, or either house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or either, required in
subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws
of the Commonwealth, and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
members voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be

recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which creates, continues, or revives
a debt or charge, or which makes, continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust
money or property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or demand of the
Commoowealth, or which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall be passed except by the
affirmative vote of a majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each
member voting and how he .voted to be recorded in the journal.

E\'ery law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall specifically state such tax.
However, any law by which taxes are imposed may define or specify the subject and
provisions of such tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States as those
laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to time, and may prescribe
exceptions or modifications to any such provision.

The presiding o.ffi.cer of each house or upon his inability or failure to act a person
designated by a majority of the members elected to each house shall, not later than lWeftfY
three days after el'lj611flimellt each bill is enrolled, sign e¥e1"J each bill that has been passed
by both houses and duly enrolled. The. fact of signing shall be recorded in the journal.

Section 13. Effective date of laws.

All laws, except a general appropriation taw, shall take effect on the first day of the
fourth month following the month of adjournment of the session of the General Assembly al
which it has been enacted, unless a subsequent date is specified or unless in the case of an
emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General
Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each
house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
Laws ••hich are enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened sessions shall tilk/!

effect on the first day of the third month following adjournment of the reconvened session
unless another date is specified by the laws' earlier passage or unless the General Assembly
sha// by amendment specify another date during such reconvened session by the same
procedure as required above for an emergency.

Article V.

Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Delegates shall. before it
becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not. he App. 54
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may return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the
objeclions at large on il~ journal and proceed to reconsider the same,' If, after such
consideration, two-thirds of the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
\be members elected to that house, shall agree to passlhe bill. it shall be sent, together with
\be objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if approved
by two-thirds of all the members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house. it shall become a law. notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item i or items of an
appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the item or item:; to which he does not object.
The item or items objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore proVided
in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly without his approval.

I

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but disapprove; any part or parts
thereof, he may return it, with recoinmendations for its amendment, to the house.in which it
originated. whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both houses upon the bill and his
recommendations-in relation to its amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill whiCh
be shall have returned without his approval. and with his objections thereto; provided that. if

- after such reconsideration both houses. by a vole of a majority Of the members present in
-each, shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation
-thereto, or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, ,then and in either
ca.c:ethe bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act upon it as if it were then before
him for the first time ; provided further that if the Governor so ret~rn any bilI to a
reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members present in each house shall agree to
amend the bilI in accordance with his recommendation, the bilI as amended shall become law
or (ij) two-thirds of aJ/ the members present in each house, which two-thirds shall include a
majority of the members elected to that house, shall fail or refuse to so amend the bil1, the
bill shall become law. i

In all ca~esabove set forth, the names of the members voting for and against the bill or
Item or items of an appropriation bill, shall be entered on the journal ot e?ch house.

: -',.I' If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven dayS'after it shall have
-- been presented to him. the same shall be a law in like manner as it he had signed it, ltft!ess
~.-lfte~ h,gefl.bly 9ftel+;by fi1ffii tld;t'l~fnffleflt, ~ 9tteIt ~ itt, w+tft'ft eese tt slffiH

lie fl fttw if 8pl' fe •cd by t+te Gel cffl6 r, itt t+te fflftftflef 8fld ttl !fte ~ efflwe pre ei dcd,
- Wi+MtlHttffy ftfty!l a#ef' eS;611fflfficflt. ~ flffl elhep••isc except that. if th~ General Assembly

shaJ/ have adjourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill
until thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment

, other than pending a recom'ened session, prevent the return of a bill, It shall be a law if
approved by the Governor. in the manner and 10 Ihe extent above provided, within thirty days

; --after adjournment, but not otherwise . App. 55
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EXHIBIT G

Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the Senater
(printed pp. 313-314), February 2, 1977:

• i
The joint resolution. as amended. was ordered to be engrossed and read by title the third

.time.

:,:. On motion of Mr. Brault, the Rules were suspended and the third reading of th~ title of
:"the joint resolulion was waived•

.-.: . The recorded vote is as follows:

Yeas-J8. Nays-O.

~.
Yeas-Anderson, Andre•.•..s. Bahnlas, Bateman. Bird. Boucher, Brault. Buchanan, Cannda,

Coleman. Colgan. Cross. DuVal. Edmunds, Emick. Fears. Fitzpatrick~ Gartlan. Gooile, Gray,
£.T.• Gray. F.T.• Hirst. Holland. Hopkins. Marye, Michael. Miller. Mitchell, Moody•. F:arkerson,

.Rawls, Schewel. Townsend, Truban. Waddell. Wilder, Willey. Yeatts-J8. '

Nays-O.

On further molion of Mr. Brault, Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 (eightyJone). being
forthwith engrossed. was agreed to.

The recorded vote is as follows:

Yeas-38. Nays-o.

I
Yeas-Anderson, Andrews. Babalas, Bateman, Bird. Boucher, Brault, Buchanan, canada.

Colemal1, Colgan. Cross, DuVal. Edmunds, Emick, Fears, Fitzpatrick. Gartlan. Goode. Grav,
E.T.• Gray. F.T.• Hirst. Holland. Hopkins, Marye, Michael, Miller, Mitchell. Moody, Parkerso~.
Rawls. Schewel, Townsend. Truban. Waddell, Wilder. Willey. Yeatts-38. I

Nays-O.

App. 56
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Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the House of
Delegates (printed pp. 512-515), February 3, 1977:

S. J. R. 81, reading as follows:

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81

Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V
of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of Jaws,
effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members
elected to each house .agreeing, Tliatthe following amendments to the Constitution be, and the
same hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session
held after the next general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence
in conformity with the provisions of Section I of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia,
namely:

Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution
as follows:

Article IV.

Section 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January.
No regular session of the General Assembly convened in an even-numbered year shall
continue longer than sixty days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an

App. 57
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odd.numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with the concurrence ot
two-thirds of the members elected to each house, any regular. session may be extended for a .
period not exceeding thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent ot the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than Ihree days.

The General Assembly shaIl reconvene on the 'sixth Wednesday after adjournment, sine
die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may have
been returned by the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and biIls and
items of appropriation bil1s which may have been returned by the Governor with his
objections. No other business shaIl be considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened
session shall not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended, for a period
not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of a majority of the members ejected to
each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General Assembly when, in his
opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth may require and shall convene a special session
upon the application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.

Section I L Enactment of laws.

No law shall be enacted except by .bill. A bill may originate in either house, may be
approved or rejected by the other, or may .be amended by either, with the concurrence of the
other.

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:

(a) it has been reterred to a committee ot each house, considered by such committee in
session, and reported;

(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior to its passagetherein;

(c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a daily calendar, on
three different calendar days in each house; and

(d) upon its final passage a vote .has been taken thereon in each house, the name of
each member voting for and against recorded in the journal, and a majority of those voting in
each house. which majority shall include at least two-fifths ot the members elected to that
house. recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section shall an amendment to
a bill by one house be concurred in by the other, or a conterence report be adopted by
either house, or either house discharge a committee trom the consideration of a bill and
consider the same as it reported. The printing and reading. or either, required in
subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section. may be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws
ot the Commonwealth. and in the case ot an emergency by a vote of four.fifths ot the
members voting in each house, the name ot each member voling and how he voted to be

- recorded in the journal.

. No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which creates, continues. or revives
a debt or charge.' or which makes, continues. or revives any appropriation of puolic or trust
money or property. or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or demand ot the
Commonwealth, or which imposes. continues, or revives a tax, shall be passed except by the
aftir-mative vote' ot a majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each
member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the ;'ournal.

Every law imposing•. continuing. or reviving a tax shall specifically state such tax.
However, any law by which taxes are imposed may define or specify the subject and App. 58



EXHIBIT H
Page 3 of 4

Thursday, February 3, 1977 .514. Journal of the House of Delegates

provisions of such tax by referfnce to any provision of the laws of the United Stales as those
laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to time, and may prescribe
exceptions or modificationS to any such pro.vision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or failure to act a person
designated by a majority of the members elected to each house shall, not later than !Weftty
three days aner !ltlj6tlfllffielll each bilJ is enro11ed , sign e¥e!'Y eactl bill that has been passed
by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing shall be recorded in the journal.

Section '13. Effective date of laws.

All laws, except a general appropriation law, shall take effect on the first day of the
fourth month following the month of adjournment of the session of the General Assembly at
which it has been enacted, unless a subsequent date is specified or unless in the case of an
emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General
Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each
house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
Laws which are enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened sessions ShaJI rake
effect on the first day of the third month fo11owing adjournment of the reconvened session
unless another date is specified by the laws' earlier passage or unless the General Assembly
sha11 by amendment specify another date during such reconvened session by the same
procedure as required above for an emergency.

Article V.

Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Detegates shall, before it
becomeS a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he
may return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the
objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider the same. If, after such
consideration, two-thirds of the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved
by two-thirds of all the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, it shall become a law, notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items Of an
appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the item or items to which he does not object.
The item or items objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore provided
in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly without his approval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but disapprove any part or parIS
thereof, he may return it, with recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both houses upon the bill and his
recommendations in relation to its amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which
he shall have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto; provided that, if
after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of a majority of the members present in
each. shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation
thereto, or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, then and in either
case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act upon it as if it were then before
him for the first time ; provided further that if the Governor so return any bilJ to a
reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members present in each houSe sha11 agree to
amend the bilJ in accordance with his recommendation, the bill as amended sha11become law
or(ii) two-thirds of a11 the members present in each house, which two-thirds shaJI include a
majority of the members' elected to that house, shaJI fail or refuse to so amend the bill, the
bilJ shaJI become la w. App. 59
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I,

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting for and against the bill or
item or items of an appropriation bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house.

If any bili shall not be returned by the Governor within seven days after it shall have
been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it'l ~
lite 6efteftH 1'd3efl'llll~ ~ by ftftfti IIdj6t1fllfl'lellt, ~ !tt!eft ~ itt wltteIt ~ it sltftH
be II Iftw if IIllllf6.ed by lite 66tefll6f, itt lite Iftftftftet' !lftd 16 lite ~'ltbtwe Ilf6\ided,
wtfftift tltffiy ~ &fret' edj6t1fllfl'lellt, bltf !let 6tllefwi3e except that, if the General Assembly
shall have adjourned plmding a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill
until thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembty shaJl, by final adjournment
other than pending a reconvened ,session, prevent the return of a, bilJ, it shall be a law if
approved by the Governor, in the manner and to the extent above provided, within thirty days
after adjournment, but not otherwise .

was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.
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1 COMMIITEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
2 SUBSTITUTE.FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81
3 (Proposed by the House Committee on Privileges and Elections)
4 Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article N and Section 6 of Article V of

5 the Constitution of Virgima, relating to. legislative sessions, enactment of laws,

6 effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

7 RESOLYED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring,
8 a majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
9 following amendments to the Constitution be, and the same hereby
10 are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first
11 regular 'session held after the next general election of members of
12 the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the
13 provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia,
14 namely:
15 Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
16 Article V of the Constitution as follows:
17 Article IV.
18 Section 6. Legislative sessions.
19 The General Assembly shall meet once e~ch year on the second
20 Wednesday in January. No regular Session of the General Assembly
21 convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
22 days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
23 odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
24 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,
25 any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
26 thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
27 adjourn to another place, nor fOrmore than three days.
28 The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment,

29 sine die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may

30 have been returned by the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills

31. and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by the Governor with his

32 objections. No other business shall be considered at a reconvened session. Such

33 reconvened session shall not continue longer than three days unless the session be

34 extended, for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of a majority of

35. the-members elected to each house.
36 The Governor may convene a special session of the General
37 Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth App. 61
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1 may require and shall convene a special session upon the
2 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
3 Section 11. Enactment of laws.
4 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may ?riginate in
5 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other,i or may be
6 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.
7 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
8 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
9 considered by such committee in session, and reported;
10 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it orig~nated prior
11 to its passage therein;
.12 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
13 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
14 (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each
15 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
16 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
17 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the membets elected to
18 that house, recorded in the affirmative. !

19 Only in the manner req4ired in subparagraph (d) of this section
20 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
21 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
22 house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
23 consider the same as if reported. The printing and readirtg, or either,

I

24 required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this secti6n, may be
25 dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
26 and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
27 members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
28 and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
29 No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
30 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
3f continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
32 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
33 demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or
34 reyives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
35 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each
36 member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the jpurnal.

, . '

37 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall App. 62
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Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be prese~ted to the
Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return it
with his objections to the house in which it originated, ,which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider
the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the members
present, which two.thirds shall include a majority of the members
elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent,
t~gether with the objections, to the other house, by wJ;1ichit shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the
members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, it shall become a law,

1 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
2 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisic:>osof such
3 tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the Unitbd States as
4 those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to
5 time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications t~ any such

6 provision.
7 The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or fail~e to act

8 a person designated by a majority of the members elected to each hou~e shall, not
9 later than vNeat~ three days after aeijel:lFnffienteach bill is enrolled, sign
10 ex,'eFYeach bill that has been passed by both houses and duly

i

11 enrolled. The fact of signing shall be recorded in the journal.
12 Section 13. Effective date of laws.
13 All laws, eneef)t a geneFal appFef)riatien law-inc1uding laws which are

14 enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened sessions, shall take effect on
15 the first day of tM fel:lFta menta July following the H'leata ef
16 adjournment of the session of the General Assembly at which it has
17 been enacted, unless a Sl:lBseql:lenteate is sf)eeified &Fl:lnlese;iIi the
18 case of an emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the

i

19 body of the bill) the General Assembly shall specify an 'earlier date
20 by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each house, the
21 name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
.22 journal. or unless a subsequent date is specified in the body of the bill or by general

23 law.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37 App. 63
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I notwithstanding the objections.
2 The Governor shan have the power to veto any particular item
3 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
4 item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
5 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore
6 provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
7 without his approval.

8 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
9 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with

10 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
II originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
12 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
13 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
14 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
15 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
16 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend the
17 bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto, or
18 either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, then
19 and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act
20 upon it as if it were then before him for the first time; provided further

21 that if the Governor so return any bill to a reconvened session and (i) a majority of the

22 members present in each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his

23 recommendation, the bilI as amended shall become law or (li) two-thirds of all the

24 members present in each house, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the m~mbers

25 elected to that house, shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor, the bill shall

26 become law.

27 In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
28 for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
29 shall be entered on the journal of each house.
30 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
31 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
32 law in like. manner as if he had signed it, \lfiless ~ GeaeFal
33 AssemBly sfta:ll; ~ fiaaI a&,jel:lmmeat, I3Feveat 54:Ieft Fetl:lm; ift whieh
34 ease ~ ~ Be a law H al3l3FeveEi~ ~ Ge7,remeF, ift ~ mQftaeF
35 aa4 te ~ eJEteat a:Be¥e I3Fe¥iEieEi, withia ~ ~ a:fteF
36 a&,jel:lFl'lmeat, 9l:lt Bet: etheFWise except that, if the General Assembly shall have

37 adjourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill until App. 64
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App. 65

I

Agreed to By
The House of ~legates
with
without amendment

Clerk of the House pf Delegates
. ; .
Date: .

Agreed to By The senate
with
without amendment

1 thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment

2 other than pending a reconvened session, prevent the retUl'll of a bill, it shiillbe a law if

3 approved by the Governor, in the manner and to the extent above provided: within thirty

4 days after adjournment, but not otherwise.
5 .

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30 - .•..••.----- .•...•.----------- .•...•.-----
31 Official Use by Clerks

32
33
34
35 Date: :.............................•.

36 .
37 Clerk of the Senate



EXHIBIT J

Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the House of
Delegates (printed pp. 1295-1296), February 28, 1977:

The following Senate joint resolutions, having been considered by the several committees
in session, were reported:

FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS:

S. J. R. 81 (eighty-one). With amendment in the nature of a substitute. 19-1-0.
Printed separately, with its title reading as follows:

Proposing amendments to Sections,5, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 5 of Article V
of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws,
effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.
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Excerpt from the 1977 Journal of the House of Delegates
(printed pp. 1604-1607), March 4, 1977:

S. J. R. 81 (eightyo{)ne) came up.

The Speaker laid the joint resolution before the House.

An amendment in the nature of a substitute was proposed by the Commiltee on
Privileges and Elections, and printed separately, as follows:

Proposing amendments to Sections 6, II and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V
of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws,
effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members
elected to each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution be, and the
same hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session
held after the next general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence
in conformity with the provisions of Section lof Article XII of the Constitution ot Virginia,
namely:

Amend Sections 6, II and 13 ot Article IV and Section 6 ot Article V ot the Constitution
as tollows:

ArtiCle IV.

Section 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January.
No regular session ot the General Assembly convened in an even-numbered year shall
continue longer than sixty days; no regular session ot the General Assembly convened in an
Odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with the concurrence ot
two-thirds ot the members elected to each house, any regular session may be extended tor a
period not exceeding thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent ot the other,
adjourn to another place, nor tor more than three days.

The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment, sine
die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may have
been returned by the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills and
items of appropriation billS which may have been returned by the Governor with his
objections. No other busineSSshall be considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened
session shall not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended, for a period
not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of a majority of tbe members elected to
each house.

The Governor may cOllvene a Special session of the Generat Assembly when, in his
- opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth may require and shall. convene a special session
upon the application of two-thirdsot the members elected to each house.

Section II. Enactment ot laws.
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I
No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in either hous~, maybe

approved or rejected by the other, or may be amended by either, with the concurrepce ot the
other.

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to. its passage:

(a) it has been referred to a committee ot each house, considered by such committee in
session,and reported;

(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior to its passagetherein;

(c) it has been read by its title, or its, title has been printed in a daily calendar, on
three different calendar days in 'each house; and

(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each house, the name ot
each member voting tor and against recorded in the journal, and a majority ot thos~ voting in
each house, which majority shall inciude at least two-fifths ot the members elected to that
house, recorded in the atrirmative.

Only in the manner required In subparagraph (d) ot this section shall an amerdment to
a bill by one house be conctirred in by the other, or a conterence report be adopted by
either house, or either house discharge a committee trom the consideration of ~ bill and
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or either, required in
subparagraphs (b) and (c) ot this section, may be dispensed with in a bill to COdif~ the laws
of the Commonweallh, and in the case of an emergency by a vote ot four.fifths of the

I
members voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be
recorded in the journal. '

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which creates, continues, or revives
a debt or charge, or which makes, continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust
money or property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or demand ot the
Commonweallh, or which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall be passed except by the
affirmative vote of a majority of all the members elected to each house, the name ot each
member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

Every law imposing, continuing; or reviving a tax shall specifically state such tax.
However, any law by which taxes are imposed may detine or specify the subject and
pravisians or such tax by reference to any provision of the laws ot the United States as those
laws may be or become eftective at any time or from time to time, and may prescribe
exceptions or modifications to any such provision.

Sectian 13. Effective date ot laws.

The presiding officer ot each house ar upan his inability ar failure to. act a persan
designated by a majarity af the members elected to. each hause shall, nat later than !Weftty
three days after fltIjoufnment each bill is enralled , sign eYe'f'f each bill that has been passed
by both houses and duly enrolled. The tact of signing shall be recorded in the jaurnal.

I

i

I
I
i

All laws, elleept ft getlel'6:f ftllll,ell,iftlien lew including laws which are enacted by reasan
af actians taken during recanvened sessians , shall take effect on the first day ot Ate fettrllt
ffl6fttlt July following the rrnmtlt of adjaurnment at the session of the General AsSembly at
which it has been enacted, unless ft ~ dttte 19~ ef. ltftIes9 in the cke af an
emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the body af the bill) the' General
Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote af faur-fifths of the members voting in each
house, the name af each member vating and how he voted to be recorded in the jO\lrnal , ar
unless a subsequent date is specified in the bady af the bill or by general law. ;
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Article V.

Journal of the House of Delegates

I

Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Delegates shall, b'efore it
becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he
may return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the
objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider the same. If, after such
consideration, two-thirds of the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections, to th~ other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved
by two-thirds of all the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, it shall beCome a law, notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items of an
appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the item or items to which he does nO$object.
The item or items objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore provided
in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly without his approval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but disapprove any part or parts
thereof, he may return it, with recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both houses upon the bill and his
recommendations in relation to its amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which
he shall have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto; provided that, if
after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of a majority of the members present in
each, shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation
thereto, or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it, then and in either
case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act upon it as if it were then before
him for the first time ; provided further that if the Governor so return any bill to a
recooI'ened session and (i) a majority of the members present in each house shall agree to
amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation, the bill as amended shall become law
or (ii) two-thirds of all the members present in each house, which two-thirds shall include a
majority of the members elected to that house, shaIl agree to the bill in the form sent to the

Governor, the biJI shaIl become law.

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting for and against the bill or
item or items of an appropriation bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house,'

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven days after it shall have
been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, ~
the 6eftef'fti A!lSemllly s!tftH; by fffie+ Bdjatlfnmenl, ~ StIe!t retttffl: ift wftieIt ease it sftttH
be B lftW if BPI'fa •ed by the 66. ef86f, ift the mftftftef' eftd 16 the extent ab6¥e I' fa <ided,
wttfttft t!ttf'ty dtIys aftet' Bdj6t1fnmenl, Ilttt ft6l atherwise except that, if the General Assembly
shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill
until thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment
other than pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill, it shaIl be a law Jf
approved by the Governor, in the manner and to the extent above provided, within thirty days

after adjournment, but not otherwise.

The Committee substitute was agreed to.

The joint resolution was agreed to.

Yeas, 82. Nays, 3.

The vote required by the Constitution was recorded as follows: Apr. 69
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IFriday, Marchi 4, 19.77

I
i

i

Yeas-Anderson, Ashworth, Bagley, F.e., Bagley, R.M., Ball, Barrow, Barry, Bell. Brickley,
Callahan. Campbell, Cantrell, Councill. Cranwell, Creekmore, DeBruhl, Diamonstein, Di1ckinson,
Duntord. Durreite, Elliott, Fickett, Fowler, Garland, Giesen, Glasscock, Grayson. Guest. Gunn,
Gwathmey, Hailey, Hall, Heilig. Hobson, James, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, G.W.• Jo~es, J.S.•
Leate, Manning, Marks, Marshall, McDiarmid, McGlothlin, Melnick, Michie, Miller, Ivlorrison,
Moss, Murray, O'Brien, Parker, L.W., Parker, W.T.,. Paul, Pendleton, Philpott, Pickett'i Putney,
Quillen, Quinn. Reynolds, Robinson, Robrecht, Rothrock, Santord, Saslaw, Sheppard,: Sisisky,
Slaughter, Slayton, Smith, Solomon, Stambaugh, Swanson, Teel, Thomas, Thomson. White,
Williams, Wilson, Mr. Speaker-82. I

Journal of the House of Delegates

Nays-McClanan. McMurran, Scott-3.

Ordered that Mr. Philpott inform the Senate that the House has agreed to, with
amendment in the nature of a substitute, S. J. R. 81 and requests its concurrence.

Ii
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EXHIBIT L

Excerpt from 1977 Journal of the Senate
(printed p. 1446), March 4, 1977

!
A message was received from the House of Delegates by Mr. Philpott, who informed the

Senate that [he House has agreed to Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 (eighty-<me) with a
substitute; in which substitute it requests the concurrence of the Senate. '
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1977 Journal of the Senate
1447-1449). March 4, 1977:

-1447- Friday. March 4. 1977

!.

I.

I

rr

[
i

Senate Joint Resctution No. 81 (eighty-one) was taken up.

On motion of Mr. Bra.ult. the following substitute proposed by the House of Delegates was

agreed to:

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 81

(Proposed by the H:ouseCommittee on Privileges and Elections)

Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V
of tlie Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws,
effective dates of laws. presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring. a majority of the members
elected to each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution be. and the
same hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session
held after the next general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence
in conformity with the provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia.
namely:

Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution
as follows:

Article IV.

Section 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assembly shaH meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January.
No regular session of the General Assembly convened in an even-numbered year shall
continue longer tban sixty days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shaH continue longer than thirty days; but with the .concurrence of
two-thirds of the members elected to each house. any regular session may be extended for a .
period not exceeding thirty days. Neither house shaH, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.

The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment, sine
die, of each regular or special session for the purpose of considering bills which may have
been returned by tbe Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills and

. items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by the Governor with his
objections. No other business shall be considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened
session shall not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended, for a period
not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of a majority of the members elected to
each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General Assembly when, in his
opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth may require and shaH convene a special session
upon the application of two-thirds of the members elected t6 each house.

Section 11. Enactment of laws.

No law shaH be enacted except by biH. A bill may originate in either house, may be
approved or rejected by the other, or may be amended by either, with the concurrence of the
other.

No bill shaH become a law unless, prior to its passage:

(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house, considered by such committee In
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session, and reported;
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: Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

o

I

(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior to its paksagetherein;
I
I
i

(c) it has been read by il~ title, or its title has been printed In a daily calendar, on
three different calendar days in each house; and

(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each house, the name of
each member voting for and against recorded in the journal, and a majority of those voting in
each house, which majority shall InclUde at least two-fifths of the members elected to that
house, recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section shall an amendment to
a bill by one house be concurred in by the other, or a conference report be adopted by
either house, or either house discharge a committee- from the consideratio~ of a bill and
consider the same as if re[lorted. The printing and reading, or either, required in
subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may be dispensed with in a bill to cOdify the laws
of the Commonwealth, and in the case of an emergency by a vote of fdur-firths of the
members voting iii each house, the name of each member voting and how ,he voted to be
recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which creates, continues, or revives
a debt or charge, or which makes, continues, or revives any appropriation or public or trust
money or property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or demand of the
Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall be passed except by the
affirmative vote of a majority of all the members elected to each house. the name of each
member voting and how he voted to .be recorded in the journal.

Every law imposing. ,continuing, or reviving a tax shall specifically ltate such tax.
However. any law by which taxes are imposed may define or specify the subject and
provisions of such tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States as those
laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to time. and may prescribe
exceptions or modifications to any such provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or failure to act a person
designated by a majority of the members elected to each house shall, not later than Iweftty
three days after flllj611r!ll'llelit each bill is enrollee! , sign ~ each bill that has been passed
by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing shall be recorded in the journal.

Section 13. Effective date of laws. I

I

All laws, ~ It ~ 6\'lllr611rifltifl!l !ftw including laws which are ena'cted by reason
of actions taken during reconvened sessions, shall take effect on the first day of Hte fettrtft
~ July following the ~ ef adjournment of the session of the Gener~l Assembly at
which it has been enacted, unless fl sllbse!jllellt dtMe t9 slleeilied tH' tIttte9S in the case of an
emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General
Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each
house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal • or
unless a subsequent date is specified in the body of the bill or by general Jaw.

Article V.

I

I
Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Delegates s,hall, before it

becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; :but, if not, he
may return it with his objections to the house in which it originated. which shall enter the App. 73
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objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider the same. If, after such
consideration, two-thirds of the members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved
by two-thirds of all the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, it shall become a law, notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items of an
appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the item or items to which he does not object.
The item or items objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore provided
in this section as to bills returried to the General Assembly without his approval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but disapprove any part or parts
thereof. he may return it, with recommendations for its amendment. to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be bad in both houses upon the bill and his
recommendations in relation to its amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which
he sball have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto; provided that, If
after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of a majority of the members present in
each, shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation
thereto, or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it. then and in either
case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he may act upon it as if it were then before
him for the first time ; provided further that if the Governor so return any bill to a
reconvened session and (i) a ,majority of the members present in each house shall agree to
amend the bill in accordance with his recommendation. tile bill as amended shall become law
or (ii) two-thirds of all the members present in each house, I'••hich two-thirds shall include a
majority of the members elected to that house, shaJI agree to the [jill in the form sent to the
Governor, .the bill shall become law.

In all cases above set forth. the names of tbe members voting for and against the bill or
item or items of an appropriation bill. shall be entered on the journal of each house_

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven days after it shall have
been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner a~ if he had signed it. ~
HIe 6eften:ti As:lembl •• ~ by fffittl fH!jollrflii'lenl. ~ !!ttdt ~ itt wlttett etl:!le it ~
be It lflw if ~ by !fte (ill" effler. itt !fte ffl'eftflet' &Iltl te tfie ~ ftOO¥e ~
wttftift Ht+rty ~ ltf!er adjellrflfllenl, bl!t ftet eltlel"l.~e except that, if the General Assembly
shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session, the Governor need not act upon the bill
until thirty days after such adjournment. If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment
other. than pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill, it shall be a law if
approved by. the Governor, in the manner and to the extent above provided, within thirty days
after adjournment, but not otherwise.

The recorded vote is as follows:

Yeas-34. Nays-o.

Yeas-Anderson, Babalas, Bateman. Bird, Boucher, Brault, Buchanan, canada, Colgan.
Cross, DuVal, Emick. Fears, Fitzpatrick. Gartlan, Goode, Gray, E.T.• Gray, F.T., Hirst, Holland.
Marye, Michael, Miller, Mitcheli, Moody, Parkerson, Rawls, Schewel, Townsend, Truban.
Waddell. Wilder, Willey, Yeatts-34.

Nays-O.
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CHAPTER 688

SENATE .101NT RESOLUTION NO, 81
ProposlI/{: .11l1(,IH/IIIClltS to Sc('tif'IIS G, II .1IlU 1.1(J ,\rticJC' IV allu Sectioll () of ,'\rrir/e I' of

thC' CUIIStitutiOIl of \:irpilli.1, rC'l,ltJll& ((1 it'l;is/Jtil'c SC'SSiOIlS, f'Il;lctrllCllt of /JII'S,

e{fectil'e dates of 1.1 II'S, presentation of bills to the GOI'crrJor .11ld I'eto pO\I'aS,

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, March 4, I fJ77 '

Agreed to by the Senate, March 4, I fJ77

RESOLVED by tilt' Senate, the Ilouse of Delegates concurring,
n majority of t he members elected to each house aglTl'ing, TILlt the
r(lllo\\'inl~ aml'ndmellts to the COllstitution he, and till' same hereby
nrc, propos('d and ref('rred to tile General I\ss(,ll\lJl~' at it s first
rrgul;\I' session Ill'ld ;,fter the next general elcction of llH.'mbcrs uf
the Ilouse of f)elegates for its concurrCllce in conformity \\'itll tile
provisions of Section I of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia,
namely: '

Amend, S('ctions G, II and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
Article V of the Constitution as follo\\'s:

Article IV.
Section G, Lel~islati\'esessions.

The GClwr;t1 Assemhl\' sh;t11 mcet once l';ICIl \'ear nn the second
\\'ednl'sda:,; ill ,l;ln\l;\l'~', i"(~ regular session of the' Gt,'lwr:d t\sseJl1hl~'
cOllvelled ill :111l'\'l'n-l1ul11l)('rl'd \'(,:11'shall COlltillll(' IOlll~t'r tll:111 sixt\'
da \'S: 110rl'~: til <Ir s('s siOIl 0 j til(" l ;('11['1':11t\SSl~1111>I\' CI;II "(' IH'd ill :1;1
~ltl'Il\lll1l)('rt'd ~'ear <;11;111cOlltilllle 1r1l11~('rth<ll1 tlli;'t~' <I;I\S: but witll
the CI1IlClIITl'IH'(' oj two.thirds of til(' 1l1('llll>er5 elected [0 e;Ieh !lollSI',
I\n~' 1'<'1:\11:11'S('SSi()1l Ili;l\' be extl'IHJvd for a period Ilot excel'dillg
thin\' d<l\'s. Nl'ithl'r h\)IISI' sh:lll, witllllul thl' COIlS('llt of. the other.
aLljlli"'1l t'(1:1I11l111l'r,,1:1('(', Ilor IIII' 11I(lI'{',I11:U11111'1'('d;I~'s,

'!Ill: (;"/1(',,11 ..\"/'ml>ll' ,11,,11If'''''lIl','I/(' "II rill' .<1\'tIl \\','rilrr'"I;'.\' ,I/I('r ;,ti,,,rrnllll,'lIl,

lJ,~r drr, "f I'"dl /'l'J:rr/,lr "I '/"'..,,11 S,',""'II 1,,1' 1/11'I"II'I'''S/' fir ("'1.",11'11111: /,,11, ,dlld, '/1./1'

).~\t I~'rll 1t'llIrll,'tll,," II,,' (;",1('111"1'11'/1/1rl'("lIlIll,'lItI,lti"lIS (fir 11,,.,1' ,"I1""d'"1'1lr ,/IItill,lIs
,:oJ I:rlll,~ of ,11'1'1"'/'11,111"11 /',lI ..• I\'h,dl 111.1,1'li,'.\'/' """11 I'l'fUrt/('d hI' rill' (;[lI','rll"r II'lth IllS
C'loJrdJ(III~, ,\'0 "Iiler 1'lIsrrl"'5 ",iI,III VI' ((llIs/d"f/'d ,11 :J 1'('('(>11\ ,'1:('(1 .'l'5SII'I1, Srr<'ll
fT'{o.nl~lI('d SCS51011 siI,lll IIO( COlltllll/(! l(lll~cr thall tliree days UII/(,SS tlit' St'SSIOII /It'
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\
I

cstcne/I'cI, far a {'('ri(ld npl ,'srcl'cling sc\'cn add,tioll,,1 d,lY5, "POIl the \'ote or J lIIajority of
tile T111'lIlber5 rieC/('llla cacl! hOllse.

TI1(' Governor 1ll;1Yconvcne a spcci;ti session of the General
Assembly when, in his opinion, tile interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall con\'t'ne a speci;tl session upon the
application of two-thirds of the niembers elected to each housc,
Section II, Enactment of la\\'s.

No law shall Iw enacted except b;; bitl. 1\ bill m;ly originate in
either house, may be approv('d or l"C'j('cted by the other, or may be
amended b~' either, with the conclirrence of the other .
. No bill shall become n law unless, prior to its passage:
(a) it has been I'derred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in session, ;tnt! reported:
(b) it has been printeLl by the .Iiouse in which it originated prior

to its passage therein:
(c) it has been read by its title. or its titlc has been printed in a

daily cnlendar. on three different Calel1lJar(bys in each house; and
(d) upon its final passage a vote h;ts I)('en t"ken thereon in each

house, the name of each member voting for and agaii1st recorded in
the journal, and n majority of those \'oting in l'ach house. which
majorit; ....shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
that hOllse, recorded in the affin1\ativc,

Only in the manner required in subpar;lgraph (d) of this section
shall un amendment to a bill bv one house be cOllcurrcLl in bv the
other, or a conference report be ;1dopted by either house. or either
house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
consider the same as if j'cj)orted, The printing alld reading, or either,
required in subparagr:1phs (b)' ,1I\d (c) of this section. ma\' be
dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwf~alth,
and in the c"se of nn emergency. by a \'ote of four-fifths of tile
members voting in e;1('h house, the name of each m~mber voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a nt'\ •.•.office, or which
creates, continues. or revi\'("s a debt or charge, or which m;l!{cs,
continues. or rl'vi\'cs any appropriation of public or trust mOl1C;.'or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
dcmand of the Commonwealth,. or which imposes, continues, or
revives a tax, shall be passed except b~' the alTinnative vote of a
mnjority of all the men\bers elected tn each hous('. the n;llne of each
member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

E\'ery law imposing. cOlltinuing, or revi\'ing a tax sh;111
specifically st;\tt' such tax, However, any Inw by which taxes are
impnsed ma;.' define or specify tht' subj('ct and provisiolls of such
tax by rden'net' to any pro\'ision of the laws of the United States as
those la\\'s mav be or become effective at :1IlV time or from timC' to
time. and ma):prcscribe exceplions or Itlodhications to any such
provision, '

The presiding officer of e"ch IWlIs(' or upon his ill.,1Jill!.\' or r,1i/ure to Jct
., rers(llldl'.~ipl,Jtc<1 ".\' .l lll,ljM;!.\' of lilt' IJH,rtllll'r.~ ('il'C(I'<1 10 l'.1cil 110(1$(' sl1a II, not
late'r than t,w+,IlI:V-ll1r('1'davs ,lftcr adi'HlnHHt'Il!:-I';lcil biIl is cnrnllcd. sign
e"'PI:~'-",I('h hill {hat lias - be('l1 P;ls~('tl ~h;.' bol h houst's anLl duly
ellrol1l'd. Thl~ facI of signillg shall be recordeu in tile journal.
Scl:liJlll I:L El feel i\'l' (bt(' of laws.

J\lI la\\'s. Pn''+''fl~ H t!PIlPF"i ,ll'I'''' 'printiHIl ItlW-lIIc1I1JIIlL: 1,/1\'5\\'Illch Jrt!

('1I.1CI('d",\' rl',l~(l1Iof,lft/r'll.' l.,k"l1 dllrill):1'/,,'(\/11'('11,,115('5$1<1115, sllall 1;1!<l'l'lkl't on
t!ll' first d:\\' of th •.• f"llft.ll 111411\111-.111/\'folll)willl~ till' "'''fllit f\(

adjnllrnn\(,l1t of tIll' s('ssillll of till' <";('11('1';11'\SSl'lIl1l!V at "'!licit it has
bl'cn enacted, unless a SHh~tH""I\t ,ldtt-' i~ ~p~li-ie-ti (;tt' Hltl~S in lhe App. 76
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cas/.' of :In ell\f'q~('nc~' (whi('h (,1lH'IT('ll(,~'shall Iw ('xprcs~,;('d ill thl'
body of the bill) the (;clII'r:lI i\s~;(,l1lhl~'shall SP('cll\ ;In (';,rli"r (bt(,
by a VlIt(' or four-filths rd' tilt'. IIH'Illllt'rs "otiIlJ~ III L'acll h()lI~;l'. the
n:1llle of each memlwr vot illg alld ho\\' Ile "uted to he recorded ill tile
journal • or unless .1 su,bsequel/( dJtr is s{lt'clfled in the body of the bill or by gcnerJI
IJw.

Article V,
Section G, Prescn1.1tion of bills: \'cto powers of Governor,

. E\'cry bill which sllall ha\'(' p:1ssed tile Sen:lte and Iiouse of
Delegates shall, before it becomes :1 bw, be presented to the
Go\'ernor, If he :1pproVl~,he sh:111sign it; but, if not, 11l'may ret urn it
with his objections to the house in which it ori~~ill;lt('d, ,vhicll sh:111
entcr the objections:lt large 011its journal and proceed to reconsider
the same, If, :1fter such cOllsidcr:ltioll, two-thirds or the IIH'm!)('rs
present. which t\\'o-thirds shall illCludl' a majorit~. of the ll1l'mbf'rs
elected to tllat house, shall a~~ref'to pass the bill, it shall be SPlit,
together with the objections, to the otller house. by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered. and if :1pproved by two-thirds of all the
mcmbers prl'scnt, which two-thirds shall indude a m:ljority of the
members elected to that house, it shall become a law.
notwithstanding the objections,

The Go\"ernor shall have the power to \'eto any p<1rticular item
or items of an. :1pprnpri;ltion bill. but the \'eto sh;1I1not arrect the
item or items to which he docs not object. The item or. itf'ms
objl'cte(\ to shall not take effect except in the l1l<1nlll'r lH'rc(nlorc
provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly -
without his appro\'al.

If the Govcrnor approve the' gcneral purpose of ,lny bill but
disnpprovc any part or parts the'reof. he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment, to the house ill ' •...hich it
originated, whl'rcupon the S;1I11(,procecdings shall b(~h;lcl in both
houses upon the bill :1nd his rc'COlllnH'ndations in rel:ltioll to its
amendmcnt as is <1!JO\'l'pro\-ided in rel"tion to a bill which he shall
h:1\'e returlH'd without his <1ppro\'al, <1nd,,-ith his objectiolls tlwrcto;
provided thaI. if after sllch recollsider:1tion both IHJllSes.b~' a \'pt(' of
a majority of tll!' members present in each, sl1<111a).!rel' to amend the
bill in accordance with his rt'comnH_'ndation in relation thereto, or
eithcr house by such vote shall rail or refuse to so amend it. then
and in either C:lse the bill S11;111be :1gain sent to him. and he ma:--':1et
upon it as if it \vcrc then before him for the first timl' ; prol'ldrd (urther
(//,11 if till' Gnn?rIIor so relllm allY bill to <l recolII'cllcd scssiOTl alld (I) a majorit," ('( tile
members I'rescllt ill eJch h(lus(' shall J,en'l' to amend tile br/I iII acc(lrdance 1l';th IllS
rccomnlt'tllf.Ilion. the bill as ,ll1lCtlCll'd shall bl'cottH' 100Wor (ii) tll'o-thirds o( 0111 the
members pn's{,llt itt each hO!l.q', Il'hidl tll'(l-thinls .'hall include 01 1II,ljoric,I' (l( the lII('m/)('rs
ciectcd to rhJ( house. shJJ1 agree to the bill i1l tile (orm se1lt (0 tile Goremor, tile bIll Sho1ll
become 1,1 \I',

In all cases abo\'e set forth, the n;lll\eS of the members voting
. for and ag:lillst till' bill or itl'lll or'itl'lllS of an appropriation bill,
shall be entered 011thl' journal of each hOllse,

If <111\'bill sh:\ll not 1)(' rcturlll'd I>\' the Go\'ernor within Sl'\'en
days aft!: •. it sll:lll h<1\"\'b('('n pn'S('lltl'('j tn him, thl' 5;1111(' sh;ILI,Il{' <1
law ill lilc(' 11I;1I\I1('r':IS if hI' h;\(L siJ:IH'd' it. 11111 •.•"" Ih," (.~l'II.'rfll
t\/~"'Plllhl~shllll; II:,,' till." lItij"lllllllll'lIh "I'I'V"I\I, such 1'1'1111'11, ill whi4'l\

('USt" it sh,,11 ht' iI lilW if 1I1'l'n'vt't1 h:", II,,' (~P"'t'rtl"r~ ill lIlI' Illillll\l'l'

IllHi 10 til •.• p~I('l\t, lIh.tYt> IH'HYidt~l; wilhill Ihirty "iI~~" ;tIl+'-!'

lldi""rl\"\,t'l\l~ hIll ""I flIIH'l'wisl •....I•.\('('f't til.lt, rf th(' (;('t!l'r,ll ..\ss('mhly sh,ll/ 11,11'('
.1djl'urlled 1','ttdltlJ: .1 rect't!I'('t!t't/ 51'5.';I'tt, till' Utll'l'rrlllr IlI'CU lint act "I'dt! tlil' IJlI/ lit! III
Ihlrt." dJYS alter such JUj(lllrtlllll'nl. If the Gl'lleral Assl'mbly sh.il/, by fin,ll ;lCljOllllltlll't1t App. 77
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oIlier 111..111l'i'lldill~ :1 P'collI'cncrl .~c.~.~i(ln,prcl"I'lll Iltc r"tllm nf .1 /Jill, it ~".111 he .1 lall' jf
.1I'P((1I"('(1 by tilt' (;n\Trtlnr. ill tile 11I,111/1('rillld to (lte exlenl aool'e pro'1ded. wilhin lhirty

days after .1dJoummelll. bul 1101Olherwise. I

App. 78
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g 6. Legislative sessions.
The General Assembly shall meet once each year on t;he second

I

Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue .longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
Odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty dayS; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,
any regular session may be extended for -a period not i exceeding

I

thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.
. The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Iwednesday

WHEREAS,proposed amendments to the Constitution of IVirginia,
hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members
elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred to this, theI
next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of Virginia;
now, therefore, be it .

RESOLVEDby the House of Delegates, the Senate conJumng, a
majority of. the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be,; and the
same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the provisions of
Section 1 of Article XlI of the Constitution of Virginia; namely:

Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
Article V of the Constitution as follows:

Article IV.

App. 79

,/
V

Patton-Brault

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 95
Offered February 6, 1978

Referred to the Committee on Privileges and ElectioJs

LD2592

1
2
3 Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 01 Article; IV andI

4 Section 6 01 Article V of the Constitution 01 Virginia. relating to
. .

5 legislative sessions. enactment of laws. effective dates of laws.
6 presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers.

7

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

[



\

\

\
'\""'."

\
\,

\
\
\

EXHIBIT N
Page 2 of 5

Senate Joint Resolution 95 2

1 after adjournment, sine die, of each regular or special session, for
2 the purpose of considering bills which may have been returned by
3 the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and ,?ills
4 and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned"',by
5 the Governor with his objections. No. other business shall ',be
6 considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
7 not continue longer than three days unless the session be extende'<f,
8 for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of
9 a majority of the members elected to each house.

10 The Governor may convene a special session of the General.
II Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth'"
12 may require and' shall convene a special session upon the
13 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
14 S 11. Enactment of laws.
15 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in.
16 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be
17 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.
18 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
19 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,

\, 20 considered by such committee in session, and reported;
\ 21 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior

\

"\"""",."22 to its passage therein;
23 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a

\

""",.,24 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
25 (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each

\ 26 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
\

\
"" 27 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which

\

"""'"28 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
29 that house, recorded in the affirmative.

\, 30 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
\ 31 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
\32 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either'3 house. discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
34 consider the same as if reported. The pr-inting and reading, or
\..- .

3:5; either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section,. may
:J~ h13 cHspensed with in a bill to codify the laWS of the Commonwealth,

\ .37\ and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the

\
App. BO



which are enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened

sessions , shall take effect on the first day of the f.e\:I.rtll msnth July

following the msnth Gf adjournment of the session of the General
Assembly at which it has been enacted, unless a S\:IBSeEf\:lentElate is
sf)eeifieEl~ \:IfHess in the case of an emergency (which emergency
shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General Assembly
shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members
voting in each house; the name of each member voting and hoW he
voted to be recorded in the journal • or unless a subsequent date is

specIfied in the body of the bill or by general law .

Article V.
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3 Senate Joint Resolution 95

1 members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
2 - and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
3 No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
4 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
5 continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or.
6 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
7 demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or
8 revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
9 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of
10 each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
11 journal.

12 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
13 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
14 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of. such
15 tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
16 as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
17 to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
18 provision.
19 The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or

20 failure to act a perSOn designated by a majority of the members

21 elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
22 aEljs\:Imment each bill is enrolled, sign ~ each bill that has
23 been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing
24 shall be recorded in the journal.
25 9 13. Effective date of laws.
26 All laws, eKeef)t a general af)f)Fsf)riatisn law including laws

27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35

36

37 App. 81
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Senate Joint Resolution 95 4

1 * 6. Presentation of' bills; veto powers of Governor.
2 Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and' House of
3 Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the
4 Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return
5 it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
6 enter the objections at' large on its journal and prbceed to
7 reconsider the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the
8 members present, which two-thirds shall include a majori~y of the
9 members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall
10 be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it
11 shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
12 the members present, which' two-thirds shall include a m1ajority of
13 the members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
14 notwithstanding the objections... .
15 The Governor shall have the power to veto any partidular item
16 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
17 item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
18 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore
19 . provided in this section as to bills returned to the General: Assembly
20 without his approval.
21 . If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but

I •

22 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
23 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
24 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both

. I

25 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
26 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
27 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
28 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, b~ a vote of
29 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
30 the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relati~n thereto,
31 . or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so i amend it,
32 then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
33 may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time ;

. ,
34 provided further that if the Governor so- return any i bill to a

.•• ' I

35' reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members present in

36 each house shall. agree to amend the bill in. accordanc,! with his

:1'/ r,.,.tI",ml'fltlClti~)f1.the bill as amended shall become law' or (il)
I

App. 82
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.-!
oS

".

App. 83

i
I

Agreed to By
The House of Delegates
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute , 0
substitute w/amdt 0

- I

Clerk of the House of Delegates
!

Date: ..,...- 1

Official Use By Clerks

. ,

Clerk of the Senate

Agreed to By The Senate
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute w /amdt 0

Date: _

1 two-thirds of all the members present in each house, which- . -
2 two-thirds shall include a majority of the members electetl to that

I

3 house, shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor, the

4 bill shall become law . I
5 In all cases above set. forth, the names of the members voting
6 for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
7 shall be entered on the journal of each house. ! .
8 If any bill ,shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
9 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same Jhall bea

, '

10 law in like manner as if he had signed it, t:mless the Geaeral
11 .\ssembly sbal-l, by fi.Ra.lad-joummeat, preveat sueD- retum;: in wllieB-
12 ease it shall be a law it appro'led by the Goveraor, in the maaaer
13 aM to the ~ abEwe provided, witIHD thirty ~ after
14 adjoummeat, But Ret otherwise except that, if the General Assembly
15 . shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session, the: Governor

I

16 need not act upon th,e bill until thirty days after such adjournment.
17 If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment other than

I
18 pending a reconvenecf session, prevent the return of a bill, it shall
19 be a law if approved by the Governor, in the manner and to the
20 extent above provided, within thirty days after adjournment, but
21 not otherwise . I

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
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EXHIBIT 0

Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of the Senate~
February 6, 1978~ I

The following, by leave, were presented, order'redto be printedand referred under Rule 26:

S. J. R. 95. Proposing amendments to Sections ~, 11 and 13 of
Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia,
relating to legislative sessions, enactment of laws, ~ffective dates'
of laws, presentation of bills to the Governor and ve~o powers.
<t.fE::: 25 $" I

'Patron -- Brault
I

Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections
I

I

I

App. 84
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Excerpt from 1978 Journal of the Senate
February 15, 1978:

Till' fllllowin!! bills anI! re~;o!uti()m,
ll1t"••in~ bt>t"n consi,lert"ci by the committee
in S{'~ion.'~ w~re rttportt",J by

(;1 -(.-Mr. )'(.,.t ..J ...

Semite Joint Resolution No. 9j- (
I

r,t ~e~L.r~
I

r ...
, I

SENATE J01NT RESOLUTION NO. 95\ \
\

..e:h:Jeti P\.;D2"~a~'1'iO:ilI1fJ~ "j --.~f
, I

FrvposI'ng amendments to Sections 6, I I and 13 of AJ..ticle IV and

Sediu" ;; of ,,:i~idi3V of the Constitution of Virginia, ~e!!1t;";?g t.?

legislative ses.sior..s, enactment of laws, effective date's oj laws,
.'

presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers. i

Pa tron-Brault

App. 85
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I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Reported from the Committee on PRIVILEGES Arm ELECTIONS I

. I
~ -----------------------------..,..-------_.
YEAS

/~
NAYS

Hirst
UaHP\SI

Andrews

-Hb:~.t*
-H~
I~Elre"s.

Brault
Hopkins
\-Tilder

~
~op!d.'l"IZjJ
.•tH.tle-r

Yeatts
Anderson
Gartlan

¥QAt~90

Anr1.Q"'k':l~
G&~

Gray, E. T.
~~n&-

Fitzpatrick
Bird
Truban

~-Lt 7P~ t ':-::i:ek
~
~~en-

,;

I

ABSTENTIONS: •..•0__----------------_------.---- _
---.-.-.-- ._. • _ •.•.. --. ------ ..- •.•.••..•. - i......• -.

ApP. 86
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EXHIBIT Q

I",~et-~I~~
I

Senalc Joint Resolution No.

Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of The Sen~te, February
16, 1978: I

The following joint resolutions were taked up:

On !flotton of NY'. _B_~~ 13-_._,
i

the: P.ulc:si\Jcrc: suspended and t

'TIie recorded vote is as follc'.v3:'

-,;>~ t'""

Yeas: -. ~,;<:J." Nays -'--I ,•.

I
l't:.::;()J.utjons \';<:lS \'ia:L vcc1.

I
I
I .

I

j
"-;;

'..-

App. 87
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197B SESSION
vmGINIA SENATE

; ,"

'. :' ROLLCALL '.'; .
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

.. .
: ::'0 ." : .::

_Hon. Charle~S. Ro66 _'

YEAS N-V NAYS
, e--Anderson _
--Andrews _
e_Babalas _
-_Bateman _
e_Bird _
e_Boucher _
e_Braul~ _
e_Buchanan _
e_Canada _
-_edgan _

t())( - (a1/

YEAS N-V NAYS
• _Cross _
e_DuVal _
e _Edmunds _
e _Emick _
-Fears_e ~

e _Fihpafrick _
e _Gartlan _' _
-_Goode _
e _Gray, E.T. _
e _Gray, F.T. _

. YEAS N.V NAYS
. e_Hirst _
. -_Holland _'_" __
'. e_Hopkins '_':_" __

_Manns _e _
e _Marye _
• _Michael _
e _Miller _
.e_MHchell _
e _Moody ~ _
-_Nolen . _

. ~. '

YEAS N.V NAYS
_Parkersolf _
_Rawls _. __ ~_

e_Schewel. _
e_Townsend _
e _Truban _. _
e_Waddell _
._Walker _
e_Wilder _
e_Willey _
-_Yeatts _

..
~'. ~.~.:~-' ~

~l~7UA.£ .p~/g~)~~v--j 'k~i-~<L.L~~/ •.'
, I ../ / v /» '_'"/ l/C ..... I....~/' '. ..J.,.;-:,';' L..-' '-:""1<- ..0~..~ /~. (,~) ()/3~~ .5b''3 ~(F," ';-i.J 9 .---'

.r-)/s-,'-/'~ .l-~V ~ s--~~/' /G9/-13-//J:-fS-/~tjS-~-
o.~ .. ./ / I / /. I ."') '. I

~~;' "ca' .. 9#. ,B~~~MBER-~_ ' .. ,_DATE-
. N-V NAYS. ~I . 1-11

_100.200_ _160-200_ HOUSE- . . _BILL .:-Jan. L
_0' ...0_' ". __ 0 0__ SENATU . 'i.; e_RESO. eJeb. 3_
_1, . 1_ " -:..1 ! 1_.: _1000 ...:....100 _10. 1_ -'-:Uar. 1_
-2 L '"'j' .~ ••• ~ L' ,"-2000 -200 -20 L ....-Apr. L
_3 3_ _3 3_ ..'; _3000 .'. _300 .' _30 .' 3_ _May 3_
_4 4_ _4 :" 4-.: . ~."'. _4000 . ~400 '_40 4_ ....:...Juno 4_
_5 5,"- ~5 5_ ....:~e-"nt "~500 ....._50 5_ .-.July 5_
_6 6-,-~' . _6 ~.6_ :.' . _Crd. .'_GOO _60 . 6_, '-Au~ 6__
_1, 1_ _1 1_.; -2nd R _100 _70'.7_ _Sept 7_

.. _8 8_ _8 8_ . _3rd R...._800 _80. 8_ _Oct 8_
_9 9_ _9 9_ ' . f .:-Quo.' ~.•...':""900 _90' 9_ '. '.:..L.Noy. 9_'

.....,,\';,'..,.....:' ~'hl .•1'\.;\ ~m ..J' onn ~f'! n ne,'" "

,1&
YEAS

_1 (){}'200_
_ 0 0_
_ 1 1_
-:l. L
0_3 3__ 4 4_
. _5 5_
_ 6 6-.
_ 7 7_
---,0 8_,
_9 /9_1:



EXHIBIT R
Page 1 of 6

Excerpts from the 1978 Journal of the Senate,
February 18, 1978:-

Seni te Joint Resolution No. 9"- was read by :titIe the second
tir.te.

The joint resolution was ordered to be

I. I

grossed and read
by title the third time.

App. 89
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2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

! - 11
12
13
14
15
l~
17
18
19
23
21
22
23
24
25
28
27
23
29
3~-

1

32
33
34:
5
3»
37

EXHIBIT R
Page 2 of 6

The following joint resolution was taken p:

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. !}5

<tiIiered February 6. 197D
Proposing amendments to Sections 6. 11 and 13 of Articie IV and

Section 6 of Articie V 01 the Constitution 01 Virginia. relating to

legislative sessions. enactment 01 laws, effective date~ 01 laws,

presentation of bills to the Governor and veto powers. I

Patron-Brault

I
Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections

I

I

WHEREAS, proposed amendments to 'the Constitution Jf Virginia,
hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members
elected to each of the two houses oJ the General Assembly at the
session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred ~o this, ,the
next regular session held alter the general election of members of

. I

the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution qI Virginia;

now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a

majority of the members elected to each house agreeing. That the
, ;

following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the
same hereby are, proposed in confonnity with the pr~visions 01
Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia; mitnely:

Amend Sections 6. 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of

Article V of the Constitution as follows:
Article IV.

S 6. Legislative sessions. II

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on I the second
Wednesday in Janu3.ry. No regular session of the General -Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longet than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but wit.h
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to bach house,

- . - I

any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.

The General .'lssembly shall reconven.e on the sixth: '.Vednesday App. 90
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.. \.
Senate Joint Resolution 95 2

r
t

1 after adjournment. sine die. of each regular or special session for
2 the purpose of considering bills .which may have been returned by
3 the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills
4 and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by
5 the Governor with his objections. .No. other business' shall be
6 considered at a re~onvened session. Such reconvened se$sion shall
7 not continue longer than three days unless the session berextended,
8 for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon. the vote of

I

9 a majority of the members elected to each house.
10 The Governor may convene a special session of the General
11 Assembly when,. in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
12 may require and shall convene a special session upon the
13 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
14 S 11. Enactment of laws.
15 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in

I

16 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, 9r may be
17 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other. I

18 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:!
19 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
20 considered by such committee in session,and reported;
21 . (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
22 to its passagetherein;
23 (c) it has been read by its title,. or its title has been printed in a
24 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each hOuse;and
25 (d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken thereon in each
26 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
27 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each hoJse, which
28 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members lelected to

I29 that house, recorded in the affirmative.
30 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
31 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
32 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
33 house discharge a committee from the consideration of a' bill and- .

34. consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or
35 either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this sec;:tion,may
36 hE' rlispensed with. in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,

I

37 and in the case of an emergency by a vote .of four-fifths of the

I

App .. 91
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[
I

1 -members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
2 and how he-voted to_b~ recorded in the journal. I

3 No bill which creates or establishes a new office! or which
4 creates, continues, or revives a debt _or charge, or w~iCh makes,
5 continues, or revives any appropri~tion of public or trust money or
6 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or.
7 demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, cdntinues, or

I

8 revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote ofa
9 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of
10 each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the

I

11 journal.
12 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a: tax shall
13 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
14 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
15 tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the U.nited States
16 as those laws may be or become effective at any time o~ from time
17 to time, and may prescribe exceptions or mOdifications to any such
18 provision.
19 The presiding officer of each house' or upon his iinability or
20 failure to act a person designated by a majon-ty of the members
21 elected to each house shall, not later than tweAty thre~ days after

I

22 'aEijO\lmmeAteach bill is enrolled, sign ~ each bill that has
23 been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing
24 shall be recorded in the journal.
25 9 13. Effective date of laws.
26 All laws, e,JH:epta geAeral appropFiatioA law including laws
27 which are enacted by reason of actions taken during:reconvened
28 sessions, shall take effect on the first day of. tBe ffi\lFth.' meAth-July
29 following the mOAtb.of adjournment of the session-of the General
30 Assembly'at which it has been enacted, unless a S\lbs~\leAt Gate is
31 speeifiee eJ: \lfHess in .the case of an emergency (which emergency
32 shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the Gene~l Assembly
33 shall specify an earlier date bya vote of four-fifths of the members
34 voting in each house, the name of each m~mber voting' and how he
35 voted to -be recorded in the journal • or unless a subsequent date is
36 specified in the body of the bill or by general law .! -
37 Article V. App. 92
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Senate Joint Resolution 95 4

1 ~ 6, Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.
2 Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and iHouse of
3 Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the
4 Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return

I

5 it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
6 enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
7 reconsider the same. If, after such Consideration, two-thirds of the
8 members present, which two-thirds. shall include a majo~ity of the
9 members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall
10 be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, b~ which it

I

11 shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
12 the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of

I

13 the members elected to that house, it. shall become .a law,
14 notwithstanding the objections. I

15 The Governor. shall have the power to veto any parti:cular item
16 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not I affect the
17 item or items to which he does not object. The item, or items
18. objected to shall not take effect except in the manner! heretofore
19 'provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly

I
20 without his approval. I

21 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
22 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may returb it, with
23 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
24 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be hkdin both
.25 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
26 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill Whihh he shall
27 have. returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
28 provided' that, if after such reconsideration both houses,by a vote of
29 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend

. I

36 the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
31 or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse -to so amend it,
32 then and in' either case the bill shall be again sent to Iiim, and he
33 may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time ;

I
34 provided further. that If the Governor S(T return any bill to a

0'" - , "

35' reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members
i

present in'
36 each house shall agree to amend the bz1l in accordance with his

. -
l'

:f'/ r",'ullllfl""datiofl, the bill as amended shall become "law or (ilj
I

App. 93-
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5
i

Senate Joint Resblution 95

App. 94
Clerk of the House of, Delegates

Date: --' 1

Official Use By Clerks i
Agreed to By

The House of Delegates
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute wlatndt 0

Clerk of the Senate

i
Agreed to By The Senate
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute w/amdt 0

Date: _

- i
two-thirds 0l all .the members present in each house, which
two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elect'ld to that
house, shall agree to the bill in the form .sent to the Governor, the
bill shall become law .

I
In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting

for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill, .
shall be entered on the journal of each house. I

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented to him, the same ~hall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it, QBless the GeReral
Assembly shall; by HBal aEijeurnmeRt,preveRt SYffi. return! in wffiea
ease it shall Be a law U appreved by the Geverner, in the maRRer

I
aaG t& the ~,age¥e pre'Jided, witIHa tlHrty days after
adjeurnmeRt, bat Ret etReFW-ise'except that, if the GeneralAssembly

i
shall have adjourned,pending. a' reconvened. session, the I Governor
need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.

I

If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment 6ther than
pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill, it shall
be' 'Q law if approved by the Governor, in the manner And to the
extent above provided, within thirty days after adjournment, but,
not otherwise . I

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31.

32
33
34
35.
36
37

I
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IExcerpts from the 1978 Journal of the Senate,
February 18, 1978: - I

J",,:~ V?.",,,,L~l...,~ no. '1::;- (r1n<+a-,c, ..e)
! .

~.
The joint resolution being forthwith engrossed,

Mr. f3r a..c...t. / 1- moved that the Rules be suspended
and the third reading of the title of the joint resolution be
waived, which was agreed to.

The recorded vote is as follows:

t

L

Yeas - ~ 4» Nays - 0

App. 95



1978 SESSION
vmGINIA SENATE

ROLL CALL:
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

_Hon. Charles S. Robb _

YEAS N. V NA YS
.-.Anderson _
8-.Andrews _
-_Babalas _
-_Bateman _
-_Bird' _
-_Boucher _
-_Brault _
-_Buchanan _
--:Canada _0 _
-_Colgan _

.~~

YEAS N-V NAYS
-_Cross _
_OuVal_- _

• _Edmunds _
-_Emick _
-_Fears ..•
-_Fitzpatrick _
• _Gartlan _
-_Goode _
• _Gray,E.T. _

. -_Gray, F.T. _

.' YEAS. N-V NA YS
-_Hirst _

" .-_Holland _
, '\ :_Hopkins • _

:....Manns_. _
-_Marye _
-_Michael _

" 8_Miller _
,-_Mitchell _
• _Moody _
-_Nolen _

YEAS N.V NAYS
o..:Parkerson _
-_Rawls _
-_Schewel _
-_Townsend _
-_Truban _
._Waddell _
-_Walker _
._Wilder _
-_Willey _
-_YeaHs _

. ;.'

3(;
TOTALSYEAS ' 'N-V

':-'-'100-200_ _100.200_ "

_ 0 0_ ' .,.-0 '. 0_ :-:'
_1 1_ ';'-:-1 ' 1_
-2 L -2 L
1_3 3_ _3 3_

:x> _ 4 4_ _4 4_
'"d _5 5_ _5 5_'"d

_6 , G __
,_6 ' , 6_

\0 _7 7_ _1 7_
(J'\ _8 8_ _8 8_

_9 9_'. . , .'~9 9_
I

, . .....-'\ ."'::~V' "

NAYS
,,_100-200_ .
e_O, . 0-8 .'
_1, ,L...:
_2 L
_3 3_
,_4 ,'.4_
'_5 5_

'--.. "._6 G_
'_7 7_

,':", _8' .8_
., :''-':'-9' 9_

.~~NUMBER 9:;-
HOUSE- . _BILL

. , SENATU -_RESO. '
..:.~~>. -;-100D .,_100 _10. 1_:

'-2000~00 -20 L
,_3000 ~300 _30 3_
_4000 . _400 _40 4_

, e-J'nt .._500 _50 5__
_Crd. ._SOO _60 6_
-2nd R ,,_700 _70 7_
'_3rd R " _800 _80.8_
_Quo,' :~900 . --.90 9_ .
__,_~,~,,. nlin nil f),

_OATE-'
1~

--lan. L
, o..Jeb. 3_
_Mar. 1_,
-Apr.L
._May 3--":
--luna 4_
--luly 5_
Ju~ 6_
..::...-Sepl 7_

... _Ocl 8-0
....:..."ov~ 9_
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I

r On further ~otion ~~ Mr. BrtU< / I- ISenu.tc Joint
Resol ution No. 9:5 - was agreed to.

The recorded ~ote is as follows:

..~
:~
-j

l

[

r
I

Yeas - 3to . Nays - 0_.

App. 97
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>' , "Vl..~~fu • ...,JlA....... l

YEAS 'N-V NAYS
-_Cross __DuVal~. _
• _Edmunds _
-_Emick _
• _Fears ~.• -
-_Fitzpatrick _
-_Gartlan _
$_Goode _
-_Gray, E.T. _
._Gray, F.T. _

1978 SESSION

YEAS N.V NAYS
~-Anderson _
8-Andrews _
._Babalas _
-_Bateman _
-_Bird _
.~Boucher _
4I_Brault ., _
e_Buchanan _
_Canada _~~ _
8_Colgan, _

"." '."'j ROLL CALL"

YEAS N-V NAYS
-_Hirst _

. o_Holland _
_Hopkins • _
_Manns _- _

. e_Marye _
- _Michael _
8_Miller _
&_Mitehell _
e _Moody _
-_Nolen _

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

YEAS N.V NAYS
.-:Parkerson _
._Rawls _
._Schewel _
-_Townsend ~ __
e_Truban _
e_WaddeU _
e_V/alker _
e_Wildcr _
e_Willey __ ~_
Cl_Yeatts _

"_Hon. Charles S. Robb _

-----~f-.-' r<?J~~s__ -._,--~y-s-~-- JI1hB1LL NUMBER .9.~ _'__-_D_A_Tb .__
~10a-200_ _100.2iJo_ _100-200_ ~. _BILL -lan. L
_0 0_ _0 _ 0_' 0_0 0__ SENAT~ o_RESO. .-.feb. 3_
_ 1 1~ _1 1_ _1 1_ _1000 _100 _10 1_ -J'ar. 1_
-2 L .-2 L -2 L _2000 -200 -20 L .,---Apr. 2_
._3 3_ _3 3_ _3 3_ _3000 _300 ',_30 3_ _May 3_
_ 4 4_ _4 4_ . _4 4__4000 _400 _40 4_ -lun& 4_
_ 5 5_ _5 5_ _5 5_ CL-J'nt. _500 _50 5_$ -luly 5_

~ _6 6-& _6 6_ _6 6_ _Crd. _600 _EO 6_ Jug. 6_
'"d _7 7_ _7 7_ _7 7_ -2nd R _700 _70 7_ _Sept 7_
. _8 _8_ _6 8_ _8 8_ _3rd R _BOO _80 8_ _Del 8~
~ _9 9_ _9 9_ _9 9_ _Quo. _!laO 0_90 9_ _tloY.. 9_.

-Am1. _~OO _00 0_. _Jcc .. 0_
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Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of the Houselof Delegates,
February 20, 1978:

i
IA communication from the Senate, by its Clerk, was read

as follows:

r

I
. I.

S.J .R. 95. Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and
Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to legislative
sessions, enactment of laws, effective dates of laws, presentatioh of bills to
the Governor and veto powers.

) ..
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": ....:.i .....

, SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 95
efferea Febl"tlftry S, 1998 C.

Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 01 Article IV and
.. Section 6 01 Article V 01 the Constftution 01 Virginia, relating to
legislative sessions, enactment 01 laws, effective dates. 01 laws,
presentation 01 bills to the Governor and veto powers.

C-
T'fttf8a l!Jraylt Co.

,:=:=;o"c:-
Rgfin:9Q te tag CSfBfftittee 6ft Prh ileges and Elections' ~

•• c

App. 100

WHEREAS, proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia,
hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members
elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
session of nineteen hundred seventy-sevenand referred to this, the
next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates, as required. by the Constitution of Virginia;
now, therefore, be it . J '.--., t ".\

- ~.'.:.... . " ,

RESOLVED by the .Hotiie-.ti~-D.e!:'.?gnk'~:;the~';',~'.-~~~oncurring,a
/,

majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the
same hereby are, proposed in. conformity with the provisions of
.Section 1 of Article XII' ot the Constitution of Virginia; namely:

Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
Article V of the Constitution as follows:

Article IV.
/~f~. Legislative sessions...::;;lcc"'t,,,....,

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
, .

Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,



l

EXHIBIT T
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any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place. nor for more, than. ~hree days.

The General Assembly ~all reconvene on the sixth Wednesday

after adjournment, sine die, 0/ each regular or special session for \. ,; , I
the purpose ~f considering bills l;Vhichm~y have, been returned by I
the Governor with recommendations for their amendment, and b.ills:',
and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by I, ' , I
the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be I

considered at a' reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended.

;;" for a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the 'vote of
. " -.. a majority of the members elected to each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General
Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall convene a special session upon the

,~", '. application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house." .~t11. Enactment of laws.', . '
~e'-J;I1(l No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in

either house, may be approved or rejected by the other. or may be
amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in sessi,on, and. reported;
(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior

to its passage therein;
(c) it has bee~ read by its title, or its title has been printed in a

daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each

house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
,that house, recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
shall an amendment' to a bill by one house be concurred in by the

App. 101
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other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, br eith'er
i/' I

house discharge a committee from the consideration of a' bill and
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reJding, or
either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c)' of this section, may
he dispensedwith in a bill to codify the laws of the Commbnwealth,
and in' the .case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the

I

, I "

members voting in each house, the name of each member voting,,,'
i ' and how he voted to be recorded in the journal. " I ",

No bill whiCh creates or establishes a new office, •or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or whiCh makes,

, . . I

continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust' money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or. commutes an~ claim or
demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, coritimies, or
revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative Ivote of a
majority of all the members elected to each' house, the name of
each member voting, and how he voted to be record;ed in the

journal. .'
Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a i tax shall

, I

specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such

I

tax by reference to any provision of. the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time o~ from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such ...;~

provision. .' 1,.
The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or

failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members
I

elected to each house shall, not later thantweBty three days after
. aeje\lmmeet each bill is enrolled, sign ~ each bill that h2:.sI

been passed by ,both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing

shall be recorded in the journal.

~ . --A 13. Effective date of laws.
/ . ~ All laws, eJl£epi & geBef3I. &fJprefJriati9R law including laws

-{; '1)11. IS(;ov I which are enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened
sessions , shall take effect on the first day of the ~ Hl&ftth. July

- -

ApP. lOZ,
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~ave returned without his apprbval, and with his ()bjeCtion~ thereto,:
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by ia vote of
a _majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relatiob thereto,
or either house by su-ch: vote shall fail or refuse. to so. hmend it,
.then and in either case the bill. shall be again sent to him, and he
may. act upon it as if it were then before him for the fi~st time ;
provided further that if the Governor so retf,irn any !bill to a

:" \'. .. . . ~;. "'.
reconvened session and (i) a majority' of' the" members present in
each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordancJ with his
r,;('ummendation, the bt7/ as amended shall become lqw or (ii)

two-thirds of all the members present in. each house.: which
. . . I .

two-thirds shall"include a majority"of the members elected to that
house, shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor,the. . . ',.

bill shall become la.w .' "I"
In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting

for and against the bill or item or items of an appropnation bill,
shall be entered on the journal of each house. I

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented to him, the same Ishall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it, tffilesS the General

I

Assembly shaH, ~ f.i.aal.adjournment, prevent sueh return; in wIH€h
ease it sball be a law it aIlproved 9y. the Governor, in ~ mann~F
ailE! t& the. ~ aOOve provided, within ~ days after

" I

adjournment, but net otherwise except that, if the General Assembly
shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session, th} Governor
need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.

I

If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment other than
pending a rec~izvened session, prevent the return 0/. a bill, it shall
be a law if approved by the Governor, in the manner i and to the

I

extent above provided, within thirty days after adjournment, but

not otherwise.. I
i

I

!

I

I
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LD3345

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
. I

SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 95
(Proposed by the House Committee on Privileges and EllctionS)
Proposing amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and

Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia; relating to
I

legislative sessions. enactment of -laws. presentationl of bills to

the Governor and veto powers.

WHEREAS, proposed amendments to the Constitution i of Virginia,
hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members
elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred I to this, the
next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution i of Virginia;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate cpncurring, a
I

majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the
following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia pe, and the
same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the p1rovisions of
Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia; n~mely:

Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section [6 of Article
V of the Constitution as foll;)ws:

Article IV.
_* 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assembly shall meet once each year oq the second
Wednesday in January. No regular session of the Gene~al Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly conyened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to I each house,
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other.
-adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days. I

The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth T-VednesdaJ"

after adjournment. sine die. of each regular or special session for
I

the purpos~ of considering bills which may have been returned by

the Governor with recofnmendations for their amendment and bills
- - - I

and items of appropriation bills which may have been I returned hy

App. 105
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Substitute for S.J.R..95 2

1 the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be

2 - considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall

.3 not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended.- -
4 for a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the vote of

5 a majority of the members elected to each house:

6 The Governor may convene a special session of the General
7 Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
8 may require and shall convene a special session upon the
9 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.

10 S 11. Enactment of laws.
11 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
12 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or. may be
13 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.
14 No bill shall become a law unless,' prior to its passage:
15 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
16 considered by such committee in session, and reported;
17 (b) it hasbeen printed by the house in which it originated prior
18 to its passage therein;
19 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
20 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
21 (d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken thereon in each
22 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
23. the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
24 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
25 that house, recorded in the affirmative.
26 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
27 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurted in by the
28 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
29 house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
30 consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or
31 either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
32 be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
33 and in the case of an emergency by a vote of fout-fifths of the
34 members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
35 and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
36 r No -hill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
37 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,

App. 106
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3 Substitute for S.J.R. 95

1 continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
2 _property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or

3

4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35

36
- 37

demand of- the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or
revives a tax, shail- be passed except by the affirmativJ vote of a.
majority of all the members elected to each house, the' name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the

journal. I

Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such

provision.
The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or

failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members

elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjoumment each bill is enrolled , sign ewPf each tiill that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing

shall be recorded in the journal.
Article V.

* 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.
Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of

Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the
Governor~ If he approve, he shall sign it: but, if not. h~ may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the
members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall
be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it

I

shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, it shall become a law.

notwithstanding the objections.
The. Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item

or items of an appropriation bill. but the veto shall not .affect the

App. 107
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Substitute for S.J.R. 95 4

1 item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
2 . objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore
3 provided in -this Section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
4 without his approval.
5 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
6 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
7 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
8 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
9 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
10 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
11 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
12 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses,by a vote of
13 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
14 the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
15 or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it,
16 then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
17 may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time .;
18 provided further that if the Governor so return an.v bill to a

19 reconvened session and (l) a majority of the members present in

20 each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his

21 recommendation. the bill as amended shall become law or (ii)

22 two-thirds of all the members present in each house. which

23, two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that

24 house. shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor. the

25 bill shall become law .

26 In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
27 for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
28 shall be entered on the journal of each house.
29 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
30 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
31. law in like manner as if he had signed it, \HHess tfl.e General
32 Assembly shaH; by fffial. adjournmeet, preveet 5\:lffi return; ffi wffiffi
33 ease it sllall Be a law if approved by tfl.e Governor, in tfl.e maaAef
34 and- t9 tfl.e ~ ~ provided, with+n ~ days aft.e.f
35 adjournmeet, ffilt ~ otherwise except that. If the General Assembly

36 shall huve' adjourned pending a reconvened session. the Governor

37 ,weel flol (/~,t upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.

App. 108
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5 Substitute for S.J.R. 95.

Agreed to By
The House of Delegates

~ithout amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute w/amdt 0

Clerk of the House of OE'legatt>...;

Date: 1

Official Use By Clerks

Clerk of the Senate

Agreed to By The Senate
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute w/amdt 0

Date: _

If the General Assembly shall. by final adjournment other than

pending a reconvened session. prevent the return of a bill. it shall

be a law If approved by the Governor. in the manner and to the

extent above provided. 'within thirty days after adjournment. but

not otherwise .

1
2

3
4
5
6

7
8
9

.10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37
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EXHIBIT V

Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of the House ofDelegates, Harch 1, 1978:

several committees
......

"" :.,":..... ;... ,".

, S.J . 'R.

'. '." :":'~-'~~'::'~"I'«~i:;"i.:-;~"'-::" .••.~:"'.'~.;-;'~..,,:.•.'.(.;:Il::.- ,.",~(,~:"'-_-:,:'... p

9:/<":'!~~)~~';/}!j,t~Z}[i')..With ..
.",' ;

in the nature of a ~substitute.,' J 8-()-O . ,'Printed
.'. ,.' '.. - "~", ',' .' .

.' .....
'. ~i

separately, with its title reading as follows:

: I.",

.••• J ' •• ,:";,

... .'
',-. ,",

; "'t .',

;

Proposing amendments to Sections c and 11 of Article Ivandl
Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia;
relating to legisl:rtive sessions, enactment of laws, I
pre sen tat ion 0 fbi I 1st a the Govern 0 rand vet 0 pow e r s. :

. .' :
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Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of the House of Delegates,
March 2, 1978:

q~ ..ii' ••. • ( ;; •••• ,:: •.f~G~~,;.~<~\';;;;::;.';:?'.,,':;'?)'l;'."
,:.' ... "'. ",' ,;', '. "~,-~,.~"..,, ".,"': ":':l~I:i;;:.;

. , -~ . _.

The Speaker laid the joint resolution before the House:j~'
".', ' .. ~, . . .~,. . ~:... ::. ...

..' . .'

An amendment in the nature ofa substitute was proposed by

the C?mrnittee' on ~,71-,'v,ltJfft'..s 4/.1J K(e~i{OH.s"

separately, as follows:
, and printed

',; .:

, ' ,

,\ .,',~Proposing amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and

Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia. relating to

.,.i

,"J
"

legislative sessions. enactment of latvs. presentation of bills to

the Governor and veto powers.

r

l
I

, c

WHEREAS, proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia,
".: hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members

: elected to each of the two houses of the General -Assembly at the
: session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred to this, the
, '

next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of Virginia;

i now, therefore, be it
,I

,~ RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a
'] majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the

J following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the
!

same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the provisions of,
j Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia; namely:

'1 Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article
1

V of the Constitution as follows:
Article IV.

Jor;'N' t 6. Legislative sessions.
SR " The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second

Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty

App. III
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days: no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.

The General Assembly shall reconvene on the si.,:th rVednesday

alter adjournnwnt. sine die. 01 each regular or special session for

the purp()se oj considerinjJ bills which may !law! bee,'l returned by

the Governor with reco"lmendations for their anlCl/d,nent and btlls

and items of appropriation bills which lnay hare been returned by

the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be

considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall

not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended.

for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of

a majority of the members alected to each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General
Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall convene a special session upon the
application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.

:5e.e.b()u ill. Enactment of laws.
No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in

either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be
amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in session, and reported;
(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior

to its passage therein;

(c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and

(d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each
house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
. the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
that house, recorded in the affirmative.

App. 112
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OnlY in 'the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bilL and
consider the same as if ~eported. The printing and reading. or
either, required. in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
and in the case of an emergency by a vdte of four-fifths of the
members voting in each house, the name of each member voting'
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,

continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
I

property, or which releases, discharges, or. commutes any claim or
demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or
revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of all the members elected to eilch house, the name of

I

each member voting and how he voted' to be recorded in the
journal.

I
Every law imposing, continuing. or reviving a tax shall

specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States

I .

as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such

. I

or upon his inability or
I

failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members

elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjournmeHt each bill is enrolled , sign 'every eadz bill that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing

I

shall be recorded in the journal.
Article V.

i6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of dovernor.
Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of

I
Delegates shall. before it becomes a law, be presented to the
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EXHIBIT H
Page 4 of 6

Governor. If he approve. he shall sign it: but. if not, he !pay return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated. which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and Jroceed to
reconsider tqe same. If. after such consideration. two-thirds of the
members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house. shall agree to pass the bill. it shall
be sent. together with the objections. to the other house. by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-th:irds of nil
the members present. which two-thirds shall include a rhajority of
the members elected to that house, it shall becom1e a law,
notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item
or items of an appropriation bill. but the veto shall not affect the

item or items to which he does not object. The item: or items
I

objected to shall not take effect except in the manner: heretofore I
I .

provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
without his approval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
disapprove any part or parts thereof. he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment. to the hOUSE:in, which it I.
originated. whereupon the same proceedings shall be h~d in both

• I

houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relapon to its
I

amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill whieh he shall
have returned without his approval. and with his objections thereto;
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of:
a majority of the members present in. each. shall agree to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relati~n thereto.,
or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to sOiamend it.'
then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him. and he
may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time ;
provided further that If the Governor so return an.V' bill to a

reconvened session and (1) a majority of the members present in

each house shall agree to amend the. bill in accordance with his
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EXHIBIT W

-two-thirds of all the members present

t.wo-thirds shall include a majority of the

_house. shall agree to the bill in the form

Page 5 of 6

bill shall become law.

i
I

recommendation. the bill as alnended shall become law or (it)

ill each hor1se. Hllzich
I

members elecied to that

sent to the Governor. the

I
In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting

for and against the bill or item or items of an approptiation bill.
shall be entered on the journal of each house. !

I
If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven

days after it shall have been presented to him, the same. shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it, l:Hl-less~ Ge-nff-a-l
Asse-mlHysll-al-l;by H-Ra!adjournment, prevent suffi re-illrl¥, ffi wffi€-ll
ease-it shall be- a law if approved by ~ Governor. ffi the man-A-e-r
aM te tile- ex-t-e-ntabeJ,te- provided, witlH-a tlHr~ da,:-s after
adjooFnmen-t,&\it fH}t otherwise except that. If the Generdl Assembly

L

not othen""ise .

shall hal'C>adjourned pending a reconvened session. the Governor

llL'c'dnol act upon the bill until thirty days after such a4journment.:

If the General Assembly. shall. b.v final adjournment bOler than
I

. pending a reconvened session. prevent the return of a bill. it shall

be a law If approved by the Governor. in the manner 6nd to the

extent above provided. within thirty days after adjOUr~lment. but

I

The Committee substitute was agreed to.

The joint resolution was agreed to.

The vote req uired by the Constitution
was recorded as follows:
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EXHIBIT X

Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of The Senate, March 3,
1978:

MA,q 3 1978

,
•••• _. __ • ••. _._ •••••• ~._. __ ._ ••• _ ••• _. __ ••• 0_

i

I
j

.1

S.J .R. 95. Proposing amendments to Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and
Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia. relating to legislative
sessions, enactment of laws, effective dates of laws, presentation of bills to
the Governor and veto powers.

Gatron-Braul0___ -.r#'

;._-_._----_ ..- .
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EXHIBIT Y

r
I

Page 1 of 11
"Excerpt from the 1978 Journal bf The Senate, March 4,

1978:

by the House of Delegates was presented:

Senate Joint Resolution No.

of Nr. ----B'rP-41 d---, the proposed

( ";"'b'_-f;~
I

sUbsJitute
I

I

9s:

On motion

taken up.';vas

[

[

,-,
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1 OMMITTE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
2 SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.1 95
3 (Proposed by the House Committee on Privileges and Elections)
4 Proposing amendments. to Sections 6 and 11 of Articie' IV and

5 Section 6 of Articie V of the Constitu.tion of Virginia. relating to
I

6 legislative sessions, enactment of laws; presentation of bills to

7 the Governor and veto powers.
8 WHEREAS, proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia,
9 hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by a majority of the members

I

10 elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
11 session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven and referred to this, the
12 next. regular session held after the general election of members of
13 the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of I Virginia;

14 now, therefore, be it
15 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a
16 . majority of the members elected to each house agreeing, :That the
17 following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be,i and the
18 same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the proJisions of
19 Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia; namely:
20 Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article

21 V of the Constitution as follows:
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22 Article IV.

and items 0/ appropr;ot;on Mis wh,d may have been retured by

I

23 ~ 6. Legislative sessions~1 I

24 The General Assembly' sh-all meet once each year on the second
25 Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General A$seri1bly

, I

26 convened in an' even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
I27 days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an

28 odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; b,ut with
29 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to eacH house,
30 any regular session may be extended for a period not exbeeding'
31 thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of th~ other,
32 adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days. I.

--j
33 The General Assembly shall reconvene On the sixth Wednesday

34 after adjournment, sine die, of each regular or special ses.~ion for

35 the purpose oj considering bills which may have been ret1l1ned by

36 the Governor with reCOfnTTlerzdationsfor their ofTlendment ohd bills
37

. i App. 120
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Substitute for S.J.R. 95 2

,

I

1
I

L

l

1 -the. Governor with. his objections. No other business I shall be
2 considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
3 not continue longer than three days unless the session belextended.
4 lor a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote 01
5 a majority 01 the members elected to each house.

. I

6 The Governor may convene a special session of the General
I

7 Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
8 may require and shall convene a special session Iupon the
9 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
10 9 11. Enactment of laws. ;
11 No law shall be. enacted except by bill. A bill may driginate in
12 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be
13 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other. I
14 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
15 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
16 considered by such committee in session,and reported; i
17 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
18 to its passagetherein; i
19 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been Jrinted in a
20 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each h,ouse;and
21 (d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken thereon in each
22 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
23 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
24 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the membersl elected to
25 that house, recorded in the affirmative ..

I

26 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of [this section
27 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
28 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
29 house discharge a committee from the consideration of I a bill and
30 consider the same as if reported. The printing and ,reading, or

I

31 either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
!

32 be dispensedwith in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
33 and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of. the
34 members voting in each house, the name of each mefuber voting
35 and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
36 No bill which creates or establishes a new officd, or which
37 creates. continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
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3 Substitute for S.J.R.95

continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes an~ claim or
'demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, co~tinues, or

- I

revives a tax, shall be. passed except by the affirmative! vote of a
majority. of all the members elected to each house, the name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
journal.

Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a ;tax shall
specifically state such tax. However, any law by which i taxes are
imposed may define. or specify the subject and provisio~s of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or Ifrom time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or

failure to act i:z person designated by a majority of the: members
Ielected to each house shall, not later than tweAty three days after

• . I
adJOl:lFAmeAt each bzll is enrolled , sign e¥ei=y each bill I that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact (i)f signing
shall be recorded in the journal. j

Article V. !

S 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presenteq to the
Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated, wHich shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and prdceed to

Ireconsider the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the
,

members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall
be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by Which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thir~s of all
the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item
or items of. an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the

L
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

.~ 34
35
36
37
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4

i
, v'

1 item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
2 objected to shaH not take effect except in the manner heretofore
3 provided in this section as "to bills returned to the General Assembly
4 without his approval.
5 If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
6 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
7 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
8 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
9 houses' upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
10 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
11 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
12 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
13 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
14 the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
15 or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it,
16 then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
17 may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time ;
18 provided further that if the Governor so return any bill to a
19 reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members present in
20 each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his
21 recommendation, the bill as amended shall become law or (ii)
22 two-thirds of all the members present in each house,. which
23 two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that
24 ,.house. shall agree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor. the

25 bill shall become law .
26 In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
27 for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
28 shall be entered on the journal of each house.
29 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
30 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
31 law in like manner as if he had signed it, ooless t.ae Geeeral
32 Assembly shaH, ~ final. adjouremeRt, preveRt s:ueh-retum; in wlHtfl.
33 ease it shaH be a law if approved ~ t.ae GoverRor, in t.ae maaReF
34 aR4 tG t.ae ateat abe¥e provided, wi-tIHR ~ days after
35 adjoummeet. 9Yt Ret otHerwise except that, If the General Assembly
36 shall haw' adjourned pending a reconvened session. the Governor
37 1lC.!(!c! flul (IC.:I lipon the bill until thirt,v days after such adjournment. App. 120-C
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5 Substitute for S.J.R. 95

I
If the General Assembly shall. by final. adjournment other than

pending a reconvened session. prevent the return of a bill.~it shall

be a law if app~oved by t}ze Governor, in the manner an1 to the

extent above provided. within thirty days after adjOUrnmlent. but

not otherwise .
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On motion of .Hr. _6r~'+
waived.

I "Suh~I-J-4
, the reading of the oiiWP()2 ~'Uiln •• Has

The recorded vota is as follows:

Yeas - ~JJ . Nays - 0
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On further motion of Mr.

,;zn-dU"U'IIIW 3 81' ert; proposed by the House of

The recorded vote is as follo~s:

, the ~Ubstitute
I

. UJo.~Delegates ~ agreed to.

I

Yeas -~. Nays- .-C1-.

App. 123



.._----_._~....-._._.-_. __._~_ ..-,--- ._ ..._--_. __ ._-----_ •..__ ._---._------_ .. _ ...__ ....-.._--- ----_._--_._-_ ..._--_._-- ---"'---

..VillGINIA SENATE

YEAS N.V NAYS .YEAS N-V NAYS YEAS N.V
• ...Anderson - _Cross -~Hirst
8...Andrews 8_DuVal -_Holland
-_Babalas 8_Edmunds I, .. -_Hopkins
._Bateman :-.' ..... -_Emick '.. .:..Manns -
8_Bird ,.' . _Fears • ._Marye

:','

-_Boucher .. • _Fihpatrick ", - _Michael'.

-_Brault .. 8_Gartlan .. -_Miller
-_Buchanan -_Goode 8_Mitchell
-_Canada 8_Gray, E.T. ._Moody
O_Colgan • _Gray, F.T. ., ._Nolen

. _Hon. Charles S. Robb _

~GENERAL ASSEMBLY

NAYS YEAS N-V NAYS
• _Parkerson
._Rawls
-_Schewel
._Townsend
_Truban •

-_Waddell
-_Walker
8_Wilder
8_Willey
O_Yeatts

~ t-d

~

III trl
OQ :x:
(!) ::r:

~

H
t-' b:l

, .... t-' H
~

0
Hl to<
t-'
t-'

ROLL CALL.'. ,

.~,.. .' .

.. ' F -._.a--;----y ,,'. '

, 1978 SESSION

. TOTALS
N.v

_ 100.200_
_0 0_
_ 1 1_
--.1 L
_ 3 3_
_ 4 4_
_ 5 5_
_ 6 6_
_ 7 7_
_8 8_
_ 9 9.__

J
NAYS

-:100-200-'-: ..
._0 L.
_1 1_
-2 L.
:-3 L.:'
_ 4.' 4~'
_5 5_
_ 6 6_
_ 7 7_

,,_8 8_.
~9, " 0__ '

.. J..(j PBILL NUMBER 7: :2r_ ,_BILL
SENATL. ._RESO.
_ 1000 ..:.-100 _10 1-
-2000 --.100 --.10 L
_. 3000, _300 _30. 3_
_4000 _400_40 4_

e---.J'nt. _500_50 L.
_Crd. _600 _60 6_
--2nlf n _700 _70 7_
_ 3rd R .._800 _00 8_. ':.'...; .

'.,'. _Guo. . .:.:....900 ._90 9_
_"md. _OCO _00 0_

_DATE-
1_

-.Jan. L
-feb. 3_

e-Mar. 1_
--Apr.L
-.:11131 3_
-.Juno 4~
-.July 5_
..-Aug. 6_
_Sept 7_
_Ocl 8_
.,--ti~y.'9_
-Dec. 0_



I.

EXHIBIT Y-1
Page 1 of 4

CHAPTER G5 2

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 95
Proposin~ amendmcnts to Sections (j and J J of /lrticle IV and

Section (j of _lrticle V 0/ tlte Constitution of Virginia. relating to
le,;islati\"l;? sessions. enactment oj laws. presentution of bills to
the GOl'ernor and \'eto pOlllcrs,

Agreed to by the House of Delei!~tes. March 2, 1978
Agreed to by the Senate. l\1t1rch 4, 1978

WHEREAS. proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia.
hereinafter set forth, were agreed to by n majority of the members'
elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the,
session of nineteen hundred seventy-seven ~nd referred to this, the
next regular session held after the general election of members of
the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of Virginia;
now. therefore. be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates. the Senate concurring. a
majority of the members elected to each house agreeing. That, the
following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be. and the
same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the provisions of
Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia: namely:

Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article
V of the Constitution as follows:
, Article IV.

Section 6. Legislative sessions.
The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second

Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convened in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to anotl1erplace, nor for more than three days.

The General Assembl.v sltall reconvene on the si.'dh ~Vednesday
after adjournment, sine die, o/each re~ular or special session for
tlte purpose 0/ considering bills wlticlt may 'hal'e been returned by
tire Governor lvitlt reconunendations for their anwndment and bills
and, items 0/ appropriation bills 1,'l'ltich niay Itave been returned by
tlte Governor with !lis objections, No' other, business sltall be
considered at a recon vened session. Such recollvened' session sha//
not continue longer than t!tree daJ's unlcss the session be extended.
for a period flOt exceeding sel'en additional days. UPOll the vote of
a majority 0/ the me1l1bers elected to each house.

The Governor muy convene a special session of the General
AS$embly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
may require and shall 'convene a special ses~i.on upon the
application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
Section II, Enactment of laws.

No law shall be enacted except hy bill. A bill may originate in
either house. m,lY be approvcd or rejected by the other, or may be
amended bv either, with the concurrence of the other.

No bill 'slwll become a law unless, prior to its pa:-sage:
(:1) it, has been rrferrcd to a committee ofench house,

considcred by such committee in session, and reported:
(b) it has been printed by the house in wl\ich it originated prior App. 125
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tef its pass~lge therein;
(C) it has been re~l(.J by its title. or its title has been rrinted In :t

d:lilv calendar. on three different calendar da\'s in each house: anti
(eI) upon its- final p;lssage a vote has been' taken tllen'on in t',lCt1

house. the name of cacll member voting for and ;lgains{ recordet1 III

the journal, and a majority of those voting in each tlOuse. whir!l
majority shall include at least t\\'o-f.ifths of the members elect~d to
that house. recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
shall an amendment" to a bill by one house be concurred in by nle
other. or a conference report be adopted by either house. or either
house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill :.wJ
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading. .)r
either. required in subp:lragr:lptls (b) [lnd (C) of this section. m:.JY
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the (ommonweLl1tl1.
and in the case of an, emergency by a vote of four-firths of the
members voting in each house. the name of each member voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office. or whlcn
creates. continues. or revives a debt or charge. or which makes.

"" continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
property, or which releases. discharges. or commutes any claim or
demand of theCommonwellllh. or which imposes. continues. uf
revives a lax, shall be passed except by the affirmative Vale of :l
majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in tll~
journal.

Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
specifically state such tax. However. any law by \•...hich taxes ~lre
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of sucn
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United St;Jtes
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time. and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any SUetl
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inabrlitl" ur
fiJilure to act a person desi~nated by a majority of the members
c/ected to each hOllse shall: not later than iW€fH¥ thrce davs ;Jfter
adj&UmmeHf cach brll is cnrolled • sign e¥€-fY ~acll bill that h:lS
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The' fact of signing
shall be recorded in the journal. "

" Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills: veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shall," before it becomes a l,w;. be presented to the
Governor. If he npprove, he shall sign it: but. if not. he may return
H with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider the same. If. after such consideration. two-thirds of the
members present. wtlich two-thirds shnll include a majority of nle
members elected to thllt house, 5t18.ll agree to pass the bill. it stlllli
be sent. t0l;ether with the ohjections. to the other house. by which it
shall likl'\\'i~e be reconsidered, nnct if nppro\'ed by two-thirds of all
the mcmbers present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the" members "elected to that house. it shall become a law.
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:::;~..'.dll:,l;lllding the obJectil)ns.
Tilt" \ju\'crnor stlall 11:lve the Po\\('~- :n \'e~o ;,}ny pdrticuLlr item

I)r lit'flb ul dn apprOpn<.lllOn bill. bu: tile \elO :-'11;111not affect the
:!E'-I:i .,r 1!t'11l~ (0 whirll he does nui 'Jhjt-c[, Tilt:' Item or I!em:-
ubJt"'l'lell tu ~11aJl nUl take dfect t'\l'I.:pt III !lIt.:' ll\a~llIt"r llerl'tol\~rt"'
pru';iuL"J 111t/lis SeellO!l J~ [0 bills returnee! tu tne Gener;,}1 A::>:-ot'mbl ...•.
wI,thout his appro\'al.

If the Go\'ernor appro\'e the g'enp.ra! purpuse of any bill but
dls;,}pprn\'t' nn~' part or parts tt1ert'oL he may return it. wl!n

. recommendatiolls for its amendment. [0 tile llOuse in whic!l It
llrlg:!!;dt:\:.,,'hereuron t!le same pn,ce~dings :-oil;; I I behac1 in t)Uri!
r.l.it.:::>,::::> IJ\JLln the bill and ilis reeUlllllll'ndalllJn;; In relation [0 Irs
;111lc-tlC!me!lt ;,is is above provided in rel8.:1Gn :0 ,! alii wllicn l1e snaIl
n;,}\'e rt'l'-Lrned WIlIlOt.t IllS dpproval. ;!:l:': Wl(l1 IllS (l/)Jt'L"tll)flS t11erelu:
;JrU';I:lt'\! ;n~t. If i..!fler suetl reconsidt:r~[i"ll butll 11Du:.e:,. by ;1 vute of
:.l 1I1:JJ0nty 01 'lIle members present In e:lcll. Sh;lll agree 10 amend
the Dill 111accordance wah his recommendatIOn in relation tllerero,
;jr ':"l!:~er :lOu~t' hy sueh vole snail fail or relu:it' to ~o amend it,
!lie:: ;,ina ill either case tile bill shall be again sen( to him, and Ill'
lila:; :.:ct upon it as if it were then before him lor the first tIme ,
prvluied further that Ii the GVI'erflor sv rl.'!l/rn any bIll to u
r(,~ufll'elwd s('ssron alld (0 U Ifla/onty u/ the IIWlllbcrs pres('nt III
<-"uch I:ouse shall a;;ree tv ulftend the bIll in accordallce \l'lth II/s
IUCUllilltellda t iOIl. the bIll a.~ ,,,nelle/ed s/wil becolfl(, 10 II' or (1/ J

[lIu-[ iurds 0/ all the f7lC'II1bers presclit in euclt hVlI,\/.!. ~I"!udl
tll'v-thirds shull If/c:lude a ma/ority (1/ tlte members e!eeled to that
ilUl/se. shall a;;ree to the bill III lhe lorlfl s(,llt to the Governor, tl/('
bIll shull become 10. IV •

III all cases above set forth. the names of the members voting
for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill.
shall be entered on the journal of each llOuse.

If any bill shall not be returned by tile Go\'ernor within seven
days after it shall have' been presented (0 him, the same shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it. unl~ lhe ~nefrtl
A~*fl}l:Hy 5-l1dll~ by final ad~Fnmefll; prt'-Vt'n! sue-Il f-€-tUf~ i+l Wllk:H
~ It. shTiU ee rt law it app'ro~ I}y HH." <:1(tl,:-e-fnllr~ in HH~ fHi:lnnef
<tOO Ie lh~ ~-tenf abo~ f}Ftwitteo: w-I-H}in H~+r-£7 da:rs alit'-f
<ttijttttf-Hment; bUt RO! o!l}~se e."I.'ccpt tltut." 1/ the Gcncra! /ls,""emblv
shall ha I'C adJuurned p(,lIdill~ a rt.!L'Ofll'eneci SCSSIOII. the Go \'('rfwr
Ilc.'<!d flOt act lipan the bi!! lIf1til thirty ciays ailer suclt adiourlllf/<.'flt.
Ii tlte (jeneral ,.lssl!ltlbly sha!!. by /illal lId'()lIrfll1I('lIt other thall
pendillg a recon I'elwd session, pre\ '('lit t/u' ret urll 0/ a btl!. it sha!!
be a lu 1\' Ii appr(H 'ed by the Go \"('rllvr, ill the II[(lftrler a llci to !Ite
extc.'nt abo\"(' prOI'ided.U"lthifl thirty days alter Ud/ollrflfllellt, but
flot otherwise •

A TRUE COPY, TESTE~ 1978
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I

I
/ s / Char 1 e 5 S. R0 bb

I
President of the sFnaLe"

I
/5/ JO,hn Warren Cooke

, Speaker of the House of Delegates
I

/5/ John N. Dalton'

Governor
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Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections
!

thereof shall be ascertained and certIfied, the results canvassed,
;

and the vote thereon proclaimed by the Governor.

Patrons-Brault, Hopkins, and Moody

i
;

"
.i
l SENA TE BILL NO. 523 // i
! . < /'/ Off~red February 6, 1978 ~

BILL to brovide for the submission of proposed amen1ments to

Section} 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Ar:ticle V of

the donstitution of Virginia to the qualified Joters for

ratIfication or rejection, and to prescribe when and how such

referendum shall be had, and the manner in which the results

LD2667

1

2
3 A
4
5
6
7

8
9

10

11

12
13
14
15 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
16 1. SLit shall be the duty of the officers conducting the election
17 directed by law to be held on the TUesdayafter the first Monday in
18 November, nineteen hundred seventy-eight, at the places I appointed
19 for holding the same, to open a poll and take the sellse of the
20 qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of th~ proposed
21 amendments to the Constitution of Virginia, contained in the joint
22 resolution proposing such amendments to the Constitution df Virginia,
23 and directing a submission of such proposed amendments to the
24 people for their approval and ratification, to wit: I

25 Amend Sections 6; 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
26 Article V of the Constitution as follows: i

!

27 Article IV.
i28 Section 6. Legislative sessions. I

29 The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
30 Wednesday in January. No regular session of the Genera' Assembly
31, convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
32 days; no regular session of the General Assembly conv~ned in an
33 odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
34 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,

!

35 any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
36 thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent ofi the other,
37 adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days. I

[

~ [

I
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considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall

not continue longer than three days unless the session 'Oeextended.

for a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon' the vote of
I

a majority of the members elected to each house. I

The Governor may convene a special session of !the General
Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the ColmmOnwealth
may require and shall convene a special sessiod upon the
application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
Section 11. Enactment of laws.

No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be
amended by either, with the concurrence of the other. I

I

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in session,and reported; !

. (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
to its passagetherein;

(c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and

(d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken thereon in each
house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
the journal,. and a majority of those voting in each house, which
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the membe~ elected to

Ithat house. recorded in the affirmative. i
Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) ofl this section

shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurrJd in by the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either houJe, or either

I

house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
consider the. same as if reported. The. printing and I reading, or
either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
be dispensedwith in a bill to codify the laws of the CodImonwealth,

I
I

I
1 - The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixt~ Wednesday

2 after adjourmiient. sine die. of each regular or special session for

3 the purpose of considering bills which may have been returned by

4 the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills

5 and items of appropriation bills which may have been returned by

6 the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
2S
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
3S
36
37
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

I I

19
20

I
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
I

members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, conti~ues, or
revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
majority .of all the members elected to each house, the name of
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the

journal.
Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall

specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or

failure to act a person .designated by a majority of the members

elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjol:lrnment each bill is enrolled , sign every each bill. that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing
shall be recorded in the journal.
Section 13. Effective date of laws.

All laws, except a general appropriation law including laws

which are enacted by reason of actions taken during reconvened

sessions , shall take effect on the first day of the feur.th monta July

following the mentll ef adjournment of the session of the General
Assembly at which it has been enacted, unless a subseql:lentaate is
specified 9F unless in the case of an emergency (which emergency
shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General Assembly
shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members
voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he
voted to be recorded in the journal , or unless a subsequent date is

speCified in the body of the bill or by general law. App. 131
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1 Article V.
2 Section 6. Presentation Of bills; veto powers of Governor.
3 Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
4 Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the

. I

5 Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he Imay return
6 it with his objections to the house in which it originated,lwhiCh shall
7 enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
8 reconsider the same. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the
9 members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
10 members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall
11 be sent, t~gether with the objections, to the other house, IbYwhich it
12 shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
13 the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
14 the members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
15 notwithstanding the objections. i

16 The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item
I

17 or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
18 item or items to which he does not object.. The item or items
19 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner: heretofore

I

20 provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
21 without his approval. I

22 If the Governor approve the general purpose of ahy bill but
23 disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
24 recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it

I

25 originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be l1ad in both
26 houses upon the bill and his recommendations in rel~tion to its

I

27 amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
28 have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
29 provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses,by a vote of
30 a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend

- I

31 the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
32 or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to sd amend it,
JJ tilen and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
34 may act upon it as if it were then before him for the ,first. time ;
35 provided further that if the Governor so return an~ bill to a

36 reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members I present in

37 each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordan6e with his App. 132
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5
I

I
Senate Bill No. 523

I
I

not otherwise .

App. 133

i
At such election a ballot shall be furnished each voter which

Ishall have printed thereon the following question: i
Question: Shall the Constitution of Virginia be amended to

require the General Assembly to reconvene after the adjourrtment of
a session in order to act on gubernatorial vetoes and Juggested

I

amendments of legislation adopted during the session,! and be
amended to change the procedures for signing. bills by the presiding
officers of the General Assembly and to set July one as the usual

I
effective date for legislation? I

DYes
o No

The ballot shall be prepared, distributed and voted, ;and the
I

results thereof ascertained and certified, in the manner prescribed
by ~ 24.1-165 of the Code of Virginia. It shall be thedut~ of the
electoral board of each county and city, ,respectively, to make out,

1 recommendatio,!. the. bill as amended ,shall become lalV or (iz)

2 two-thirds of all the' members present in each house. which
3 . Itwo-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that

4 house, shall agree to the bill in the form' sent to the Gove~nor. the
5 bill shall become law .

6 In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
7 for and against the 'bill or item or items of an apprOprialtion bill,
8 shall be entered on the journal of each house. I

9 If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor with:in seven
10 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same sqall be a
11 law in like manner as if he had signed it, UiHess file I General
12 Assembly shal+;ay. fffial adjournment, prevent SHffi retum;. to wffiffi
13 ease it shall be a law if approved ay. the Governor, ffi file manner
14 aoo te file ~ abe¥e provided, willl+n tffiFty- days aftet:
15 adjournment, &uf n&t otherwise except that. if the General fSSemb(V

16 shall have adjourned pending 'a reconvened session. the Governor

17 need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjournment.

18 If the General Assembly shall. by final adjournment other than

19 pending a reconvened session. prevent the return of a bill.! it shall
I

20 . be a law If approved by the Governor, in the manner antJ to the

21 extent above provided. within thirty days after adjournment. but
!22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

l.

r
l
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1 certify and forward. an abstract of the votes cast for and against
2 said proposed amendments in the manner now prescribed by law in
3 relation to votes cast in general elections.
4 It shall be the duty of the State Board of Elections to open and
5 canvass the said abstracts of returns, and to examine and make
6 statement of the whole number of. votes given at said election for
7 said proposed. amendments and against said proposed amendments
8 respectively, in the manner now prescribed by law in relation to
9 votes cast in general elections; and it shall be. the duty of the State
10 Board of Elections to record said certified statement in its office,
11 and without delay to make out and transmit to the Governor of the
12 Commonwealth an official copy of said statement, certified by it.
13 The Governor shall, without delay, make proclamation of the
14 result, stating therein the aggregate. vote for and against said
15 amendments to be published in such newspapers in the State as may
16 be deemed requisite for general information; and if a majority of
17 said votes be cast for the ratification of the amendments, he shall
18 annex to his proclamation a copy thereof. The State Board of
19 Elections shall casue to be 'sent to the clerks of each county and
20 city, at least thirty days before the eleCtion, a copy of this act. Each
21 such clerk shall forthwith post a copy of such act at the courthouse
22 of such county or city. The State Board of elections shall cause to
23 be sent to the electoral boards of each county and city sufficient
24 copies of the full text of the amendments and questions contained
25 herein for the officers of election to post in each polling place on
26 election day.
27 If such amendments be approved by the voters they shall
28 become. effective on the first day of January next succeeding such
29 election.
30 The expense incurred in conducting this election shall be
31 defrayed as in the case of election of members of the General
32 Assembly.
33

34
35
36
37 App. 134
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7

I

I
i

I

----I
Senate Bill No. 523

!

,
Official Use By Clerks I

Passed By
Passed By The Senate The House of Delegates

without amendment 0 without amendment 0
with amendment 0 ' with amendmentl 0
substitute 0 substitute I 0
substitute w/amdt 0 substitute w /am~t 0

I

Clerk of the Senate

f -

i
I

l
I
I,

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35 Date: ---------
36
37

i

I

I

I

I

I

Date: -+ 1

Clerk of the House of D~legates
I
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1
'\1'~139 !I

\ COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF\A ./'
2 SUBSTITUTE- FOR SENATE BILL NO. 523 ~
3 (Proposed by the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections)
4 A BILL to provide for the submission of. proposed amendments to

5 Sections 6. 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article V of

6 the Constitution of Virginia to the qualtfied voters for

7 ratIfication or rejection. and to prescribe when and hqw such
i

8 referendum shall be conducted and when such amendments shall
9 take effect. .. I

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: .
11 1. SLit shall be the duty of the officers conducting the election
12 directed by law to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in
13 November, nineteen hundred seventy-eigh(, at the places appointed
14 for holding the same, to open a poll and take the sense of the
15 qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of the proposed
16 amendments to the Constitution of Virginia, contained hereiri and in
17 the joint resolutions proposing such amendments, to wit: I

18 Amend Sections 6, 11 and 13 of Article IV and Section 6 of
19 Article V of the Constitution as follows:
20 Article IV.
21 Section 6. Legislative sessions.
22 The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
23 Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General Assembly
24 convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
25 days; no regular session of the General Assembly convene6 in an

I

26 odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
27 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
28 'any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
29 thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
30 adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.
31 The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth t¥ddnesday

32 after adjournment. sine die. of each regular or special se,~,s'ionfor

33 the purpose of considering bills. which may have been retlJrned by

34 the Governor with recommendations for their amendment cllld bills

35 and ilerns of appropriation bills which rnay have be{'fl retl/rned bl'

36 the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be

37 considered at a reconvened session. Such recon \'{'fled sessiON shall App. 136
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1 not continue longer than three days unless 'the session be extended.

2 for a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the vote of

3 a majority of the members elected to each house.

4 The Governor may convene a special session of the General
5 Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth
6 may require and shall convene a special session upon the
7 application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
8 Section 11. Enactment of laws.
9 No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in
10 either house, may be approved or rejected by the other,: or may be
11 amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.
12 No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
13 (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,
14 considered by such committee in session, and reported;
15 (b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
16 to its passagetherein;
17 (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
18 daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and
19 (d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken thereon in each
20 house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in
21 the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which
22 majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to
'23 that house, recorded in the affirmative. I

I

24 Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of 'this section
25 shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the
26 other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
27 house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
28 consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or
29 either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
30 be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
31 - and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of, the
32 members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
33 and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.
34 No bill which creates or establishes a new office. or which
35 creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
36 continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
37 property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or

I App. 137
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I
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I
Iofficer of each house or upon his inability or
I

failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members.

elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjournment each bill is enrolled , sign ~ each bill that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact O:fsigning
shall be recorded in the journal. I .

Section 13. Effective date of laws.
All laws, except a general appropriation law including laws

which are enacted by reason of actions taken during reyonvened

sess'ions , shall take effect on the first day of the feu.flH.~. July
I

following the m&flth ef adjournment of the session of the General
Assembly at which it has been enacted, unless a subsequentGate is
specified 9F unless in the case of an emergency (which emergency
shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General Assembly

I

shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the tnembers
voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he
voted to be recorded in the journal • or unless a subsequent date is

specified in the body of the bill or by general law .

Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.

Every bilI which' shall have passed the Senate and House of
Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the

IGovernor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated, w~iCh shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to

1 demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, conti~nues,or
2 revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
3 majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of

. !

4 ~ach member voting and how he voted to be recorde1 in the
5 Journal.

6 Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall
7 specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
8 imposed may define or speci~~ the subject and provisio~si of such
9 tax by reference to any provIsIon of the laws of the Umted States
10 as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
11 to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
12 provision.
13 The presiding
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reconsider the ~ame. If, after such consideration, two-thirds of the
members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house, shall agree to pass the. bill, it shall
be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all
the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house, it shall become a law,
notwithstanding the objections.

The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item
or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
objected to shall not take effect except in' the manner heretofore
provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
without his approval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
disapprove. any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
houses upon the bill and his recommendations in' relation to its
amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto';
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
a majority of the members present in each, shall agree to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it,
then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time :
provided further that if the Governor so return any bill to a

reconvened session and (i) a majority of the members present in

each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his

recommendation, the bill as amended shall become law or (if)

two-thirds of all the members present in each house. which

two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that

house. shall agree to the bill in the. form sent to the Governor. the

bill shall become law .

In all cases ahove set forth, the names of the members voting
for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
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not otherwise .

extent above provided. within thirty days after adjournment. but

The ballot shall .contain the following question:
Question: Shall the Constitution of Virginia be amended to

require the General Assembly to reconvene after the adjournment of
a session in order to act on gubernatorial vetoes and suggested
amendments of legislation adopted during the session, and be
amended to change the procedures for sighing ~ills by the presiding
officers of the General Assembly and to set July one as the usual
effective date for legislation?
DYes
o No

The ballots shall be prepared, distributed and voted, ;and the
results thereof ascertained and certified, in the manner p~escribed
by * 24.1-165 of the Code of Virginia. The State Board of ~lections
shall cause to be sent to the clerks of each county and city,! at least
thirty days before the election, a copy of this act. Each suth clerk
shall forthwith post a copy of such act at the courthouse 10f such
county or city. The State Board of Elections shall cause to I be sent
to the electoral boards of each county and city sufficient copies of
the full text of the amendments and question. contained hJrein for

. I

the officers of election to post in each polling place on election day.
The electoral board of each county and city shull milk€' out.

certify and forward an abstract of the votes cast for and against

1 shall be entered _on the journal of each house.
2 If any bill shall not be- returned by the Governor within seven
3 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same sHall be a

• I

4 law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless tHe r General
5 Assembly shatl, by fi.Ral adjoumment, prevent SHffi return; ffi wffi€h-
6 €ase it sHaHbe a law if approved by the Govemor, ffi tHeI manner
7 aM fa tHe ~ aOOve provided, WillHa t-IHFty. aays after
8 adjoumment, b-ut R&t otherwise except that, if the General.1ssemblY

I
9 shall have adjourned pe(lding a reconvened session. the (fiovernor

I

10 need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such adjOIJrnment.
I

11 If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment other than
i12 pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill. it shall

13 be a law if approved by the Governor. in the manner and to the

14
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such proposed amendments in the manner now prescribed by law in
- .j

relation to votes cast in general elections.

The State Board of Elections shaH open and can~ass such

abstracts and examine and report the whole number of votes cast at

the election for and against such amendments in the manner now

prescribed by law in relation to votes cast in general elections. The

State Board of Elections shaH record a certified copy of sJch report

in its office, and without delay shaH make out and transmit to the

Governor of the Commonwealth an official copy of sUGh report,

certified by it. The Governor. shall, without delaiy, make

proclamation of the result, stating therein the aggregate vote for and

against such amendments.

If a majority of those voting vote in 'favor of such amendments,

they shaH become effective on January one, nineteenl hundred

seventy-nine.

The expenses incurred in conducting this election shaH be

defrayed as in the case of election of members of th General

Assembly.

1
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Substitute for S.B. 523

Passed By The Senate
without amendment 0
with amendment 0
substitute 0
substitute w /amdt 0

Date: _

Clerk of the Senate

6

I
I

Passed By
The House of Delegates
without amendment 0
with amendmeht 0
substitute i 0
substitute w /amdt 0

Date: -+ 1

Clerk of the House of Delegates
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LD3344

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF AI
SUBSTITUTE -FOR SENATE BILL NO. 523

(Proposed by the House Committee on Privileges and EleCtiorlS)
A BILL to provide for the submission of proposed amendments to

Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of Article vr of the
Constitution of Virginia to the qualified voters for ratification or

rejection. and to prescribe when and how such referendu'm shall
I

be conducted and when such amendments shall take effect.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. SLIt shall be the duty of the officers conducting the blection
directed by law to be held on the Tuesday after the first M9:nday in
November, nineteen hundred seventy-eight, at the places appointed

I

for holding the same, to open a poll and take the sense of the
qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of the proposed
amendments to the Constitution of Virginia,. contained hereinl and in
the joint resolutions proposing such amendments, to wit:

Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 ofl Article
V of the Constitution as follows:.

Article IV.
Section 6. Legislative sessions.

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
Wednesday in January. No regular session of the General ~SSemblY
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty
days; no regular session of the General Assembly convene~ in an
odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house,

. I

any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days. I .

The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday

after adjournment. sine die. of each regular or special seS:sion for

the purpose of considering bills which may have been returned by

the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills
I

and items of appropriation bills which may haw.>been retllrned bl'

the Governor with his objections. No other business ,~hall be
. I

considered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall

not continue longer than three days unless the session be e,'dended.
I

I
App. 142



EXHIBIT BB
Page 2 of 6

Substitute for S.B. 523 2

The Governor may convene a special session of th,e General
Assembly when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth

. ,

may require and shall convene a special session I upon the
application of two-thirds of the members elected to each hbuse.
Section 11. Enactment of laws. I

No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may ohginate in
either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, br may be
amended by either, with the concurrence of the other.

No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage:
(a) it has been referred to a committee of each house,

considered by such committee in session;and reported; I

(b) it has been printed by the house in which it originated prior
to its passagetherein; . I

(c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a
daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each h6use; and

(d) upon its final passagea vote has been taken there?n in each
house, the name of each member voting for and against r~corded in
the journal, and a majority of those voting in each ho~se, which
majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members: elected to

I

that house, recorded in the affirmative. '
Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section

shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred, in by the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either house; or either
house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and
consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or
either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth,
and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
members voting in each house, the name of each member voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the journal.

No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
demand of the Commonwealth, or which imposes, continues, or

1 /or a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the vote of

2 a majority of tlze members. elected to each house.

3
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!

t
I

f

~I

1 revives a tax. shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a
2 majority of all- the mem~ers elected to each house. the riame of
3 each member voting and how he voted to be recorded 'I in the
4 journal. .
5 Every law imposing. continuing. or reviving a tax shall
6 specifically state such tax. However. any law by which taxes are

I

7 imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions' of such
8 tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the Unite'd States
9 as those laws may be' or become effective at any time or frbm time

10 to time. and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to ~ny such
11 provision. I

12 The presiding officer of each house or upon his inai:Jilityor

13 failure to act a person designated by a majority of the rembers

14 elected to. each house shall. not later than twenty three days after
15 adjournment each bill is enrolled • sign e¥eFY- each bill that has

. I
16 been passed by both houses and duly enrolled: The fact of signing
17 shall be recorded in the journal.
18 Article V.
19 Section 6. Presentation of bills; veto powers of Governor.
20 Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of
21 Delegates shall. before it becomes a law. be presented to the
22 Governor. If he approve. he shall sign it; but. if not. he may return
23 it with his objections to the house in which it originated. w~iCh shall

I

24 enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
25 reconsider the same. If. after such consideration, two-thirds of the
26 members present. which two-thirds shall. include a majorit~ of the
27 members elected to that house. shall agree to pass the bill. it shall
28 be sent. together with the objections, to the other house, by I which it
29 shall likewise be reconsidered. and if approved by two-thirds of all
30 the members present. which two-thirds shall include a majority of
31 the members elected to that house, it shall becomeI a law.
32 notwithstanding the objections. ;
33 The Governor sh,all have the power to veto any partictlar item
34 or items of an appropriation bill. but the veto shall not affect the
35 item or items to which he does not object. The item lor items
36 objected to shall not take effect except in the manner heretofore
37 provided in this section as to. bills returned to the General iAssembl:-:
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without his approval.
If the Governor approve the general purpose of Jny bill but

I- ,

disapprove any part or parts thereof, he may return it, with
recommendations for its amendment, to the house in which it

- I
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be ~ad in both
houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill wh;ich he shall
have returned without his approval, and with his objections thereto;
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses, by a vote of
a majority of the members present in each, shall agreie to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto,
or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it,

I

then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and' he
may act upon it as if it were then before him for thel first time ;
provided further that If the Governor so return any bill to a

reconvened session {lnd (i) a majority of the memberl present in

each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordaJce. with hI:"

recommendation. the bill as amended shall become: law or (ii)
I

two-thirds of all the members present in each hbuse. which
. I

two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that

house. shall a~ree to the bill in the form sent to the Governor. the

bill shall become law. . .1

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill,
shall be entered on the journal of each house. I

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be aI .
law in like manner as if he had signed it, lHll-ess!the GeReral
Assembly s-liaH-;~ fffial. adjournRleRt, preveRt suffi real-R1f in wlH€-h-
ease it sl1-allBe a law if approved ~ the Governor, in the maRReF
aaG t9 the ~ aoov-e provided, wi-t-llffi ~ I days after
adjournmeRt, 00t Ret otherwise except that. 11the General Assembly

shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session. the Governor

need not act upon the bill until thirty days after such Iadjournment.

If the General Assembly shall, by final adjournment other than
I

pendinR a reconvened session. prevent the return of d bill. it shall

be a law if approved by the Governor. in the mannJr and to the
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1 extent above provided. within thirty da,vs after adjournment. but

2 not otherwise .

3 The ballot shall contain the following question:
4 Question: Shall the Constitution of. Virginia be amended to
5 require the General Assembly to reconvene after the adjournment of
6 a session in order to act on gubernatorial vetoes and\ suggested
7 amendments of legislation adopted during the session, ,and be
8 amended to change the procedures for signing bills by the presiding
9 officers of the General Assembly?
10 0 Yes

11 0 No
12 The ballots shall be prepared, distributed and voted, and the
13 results thereof ascertained and certified, in the manner prescribed
14 by S 24.1-165 of the Code of Virginia. [The State Board of Elections
15 shall cause to be sent to the clerks of each county and city, at least
.16 thirty days before the election, a copy of this act. Each such clerk
17 shall forthwith post a copy of such act at the courthouse of such
18 county or city. The State Board of Elections shall cause to be sent
19 to the electoral boards of each county and city sufficient copies of
20 the full text of the amendments and question contained herein for
21 the officers of election to post in each polling place on electiop day:.-~
22 .The electoral board of each county and city shall make out,
23 certify and forward an abstract of the votes cast for and. against
24 such proposed amendments in the manner now prescribed by law in
25 relation to votes cast in general elections.
26 The State Board of Elections shaH open and canvass such
27 abstracts, and examine and report the whOle number of votes cast at
28 the election for and against such amendments in the manner now
29 prescribed by law in relation to votes cast in general elections. The
30 State Board of Elections. shall record a certified copy of such report
31 in its office, and without delay shall make out and transmit to the
32 Governor of the Commonwealth an official copy of such report.
33 certified by it. The Governor shaH, without delay, make
34 proclamation of the result, stating therein the aggregate vote for and
35 against such amendments.
36 If a majority of those voting vote in favor of such amendments,
37 they shall become effective on January one. nineteen lIulldl't'd
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Passed B~
Passed By The Senate The House of D~legates

without amendment CJ without amendment [i
with amendment U with amendment 0
suostitute [J substitute I "~I

substitute w /amdt 0 substitute w /anidt 0

IDate: Date:

Clerk of the Senate Clerk of the House of Delegates

1

I

1 seventy-nine.

2 The expenses inCurred in conducting this' election i shall be

3 defrayed as in the case' of election of members of the General
I

4 Assembly. 1
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EXHIBIT CC

Excerpt from the 1978 Journal of The House of
Delegates, March 1, 1978:

The following Senate bills, having been considered by the sever~l

committees in session, were reported and read by title a second time:

S. B. .:;-c23 (h' Ve I -£ut:.fZo/ - Yizrfe-- ). ~\lithamendment
in the nature of a substitute. /,S--6-t::J. Printed

separately, with its title reading as follows:

•• _ .••• "- ••• __ •• ~ • .:: •••• ~._.'_"'_ •• _' •• ~.:. ~T ••••• ~ •• _ _ ••

.: '." .; . . .. ~ ...
A BIll to provide for the submission"of. proposed amendrnents- __

to Sections band 11 of Article IV and Section 6 of :,:~
Article V of the Consti.tution of Virginia to the ;;
qua I i fie d v 0 t e r s for rat i fie a tl 0 ri or. r e j ec t ion. and t~~;--;
preser ibewhen andi)ow such referendum shall be
conducted hnd when such amendments shafl take effect.

---_." ..-._---_ ..... -..

! I
I
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CHAPTER S 0 ()

An Act- to provide for the submission of proposed amendments to.
Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6' 01 Articla V 01 the
Constitution 01 Virginia to .the qualIfied 'voters lor ratIfication or
rejection, and to prescribe when and how such relerendum shall
bo corlducled and when such amendments shall lake eilect.

[S 523J

Approved

Be It enacted by the General Assembly ot Virginia: .
1. SLit shall be the duty of the officers conducting the election
directed by law to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in
November. nineteen hundred seventy-eight. at the places appointed
tor holding the same. to open a poll and take the sense of the
qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of the proposed
amendments to the Constitution ot Virginia. contained herein and in
the joint resolutions proposing such amendments, to wit: ,

Amend Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and Section 6 ot Article
. V ot the Constitution as follows:. .

ArticJe IV.
Section 6. LegislatIve sessions. .

The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second
Wednesday in Jar.uary. No regular session of tlle General Assembly
convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer thaI) sixty
days; no regular session ot the General Assembly convened in an
odd.numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days: but with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
any regular session may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other.
adjourn to another place. nor for more than three days.

The Gene•.•.11 Assembly shall reconvene em the sixth r.-Vednesday
alter adjoun1ment, sine die. 01 each regular or special session lor
the purpose 01 considering bills which may have been returried by
the Governor with recommendations for their amendment and bills
and items 01 appropriation bills which may have been returned by
the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be
cOrlsidered at a reconvened session. Such reconvened session shall
not continue longer than three days unless the session be extended.
lor a period not exceeding seven additional days. upon the vote 01
a majority 01 the members elected to each house.

The Governor may convene a special session of the General
Assembly when, in his opinion. the interest of the' Commonwealth
may require and shall convene a special session upon the
application of two-thirds of t'le members elected to each house.
Section 11. Enactment of law~

No law shall be enacted ~xccpt by bill. A bill may originate in
either house. may be approved or rejected by the other. or may be .
amended by either. witll the conc~rrence of the other.

No bill shall become a law unless. prior to its passage:
(a) it. has been referred to a committee of each house.

considered by such committee in ses...;;ion.and reported;
(b) it has been printed ~y the house in which it originated prior. App. 149
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to. its passage therein:
(c) it has been read bv its title. or its title has been printed in a

daily calendar. on three different calendar days in each house; and
.(d) upon its final p::lssage a vote has been taken thereon in each

house, the name of. each member voting I for and against recorded in
the journal. ::lnd a majority of those voting in each house, which
majority shall include <1t least two-fifths of the members elected to
that house, recorded in the affirmative.

Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section
shall an amendment to a bill by one ho'use be concurred in by the
other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either
house discharge a committee from. the consideration of a bill and
consider the same. as if reported. The printing and reading, or
either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section. may
be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealth.
and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the
members voting in each house. the name of each member voting
and how he voted to be recorded in the 'journal.

No. bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which
creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes,
continues, or revives any appropriation (Df public or trust money or
property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or
demand of the Commomvealth. or which imposes. continues. or
revives a tax, shall be paSsed except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of'
each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the
journal. ,

Every law imposing, continuing, 'or reviving a tax shall
specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are
imposed may define or specify the subject and provisionS of such
tax by reference to any provision of the laws of the United States
as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time
to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such
provision.

The presiding officer of each house or upon his inabili(v or
failure to act a persoll designated b.v a majority of the members
elected to each house shall, not later than twenty three days after
adjeummenf each bill is enrolled , sign ever-y each bill that has
been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing
shall be recorded in the journal.

Article V.
Section 6. Presentation of bills: veto powers of Governor.

Every bill which shall have passed' the Senate and House of
Delegates shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the
Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it: but: if not. he may return
it with his objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider the same. If. after such consideration, two-thirds Of the
members present; which two-thircts shall include a majority of the
members elected to that house. shall ~lgree to pnss the bill, it shall
be sent, together \vith the objections, to the other house, by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered. and if approved by two-thirds of all
the. members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of
the members elected to that house,. it. shall become a law,
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notwithstanding the objections.'
The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item

or items of an appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the
item or items to which he does not object. The item or items
objected to sh-all not take effect except in the manner heretofore
provided in this section as to bills returned to the General Assembly
without his npproval.

If the Governor approve the general purpose of any bill but
disapprove nny part or parts thereof, he may return it. with
recommendations for its nmendment, to the house in which it
originated, whereupon the same proceedings shall be had in both
houses upon the bill and his recommendations in relation to its
amendment as is above provided in relation to a bill which he shall
have returned without his approval. and with his objections thereto;
provided that, if after such reconsideration both houses. by a vote of
a majority of the members present in each. shall agree to amend
the bill in accordance with his recommendation in relation thereto.
or either house by such vote shall fail or refuse to so amend it.
then and in either case the bill shall be again sent to him, and he
may act upon it as if it were then before him for the first time :
provided further that If the Governor so return any bill to a
reconvened session and (z) a majority of the members present in
each house shall agree to amend the bill in accordance with his
. recommendation. the bill as amended shall become law or (it)
two-thirds of all the members present in each house. u/hich
two-thirds shall .include a majority of the members elected to that
house. shall agree to the bill in the jorm sent to the Governor. the
bill shall become law .

In all cases above set forth, the names of the members voting
for and against the bill or item or items of an appropriation bill~
shall be entered on the journal of each house.

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within seven
days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it. l:mless the General
Assembly shall, by. Hnal adfoo-FIHRenh~reveRt sueh rettl-R¥, ill wlJ.k-h
ease i-t s-llrtH be a law U approved by tne G€l-'t'€ffiGF;iH the manner
and to the e~Hf aoo.ve ~G\4{~ed-, wttmn tllH:t;t Gays aftef
adjoor-nmeHf; 9U-t ne-t (H-herwise e.'-"cept that. If the Gencral Assemb~\'
shall have adjourned pending a reconvened session. the Gow~rnor
need not act upon the bill until thirty days aiter such adjournl1lr.nt.
If the General Assembly shall. by final adjournment other than
pending a reconvened session, prevent the return of a bill. it shall
be a law If approved by the Governor. in the manner and to the

. extent above provided. l •••ithin thirty days after adjournment; but
not otherwise .

The ballot shall contain the following question:
Question: Shall the Constitution of Virginia be amended to.

require the General Assembly to reconvene after the adjournment of
n session in order to net on gubern:ltorial vetoes and amendments
suggested by the Governor to legisl;1tion pas..sed by the General
Assembly during its session, and be amended 10 change lt1t~
procedures -for signing bills by the presiding officers of the General
A..c:.sembly?
DYes
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o No
. The ballots shall be prepared, distributed and voted, and the

results thereof ascertained and certified. in the. manner prescribed
by ~ 24.1-165 of the Code of Virginia. The State Board of Elections
shall cause to be sent to the clerks of each county and city, at least
thirty days before the election. a copy of this act. Each such clerk
shall forthwith post a copy of such act at the courthouse of such
county or city. The Stute Board of Elections shall calise to be sent
to the electoral boards of each county and city sufficient copies of
the full text of the amendments and question contained herein for.
the officers of election to post in each polling place on election day.

The electoral board of each county and city shall make out,
certify and forward an abstract of the votes cast for and against
such proposed amendments in the manner now prescribed by law in
relation to votes cast in general elections.

The State Board of Elections shall open and canvass such
abstracts and examine and report the whole number of votes cast at
the election for and against such amendments in the manner now
prescribed by law in relation to votes cast in general elections. The
State Board of Elections shall record a certified copy of such report
in its office, and without delay shall make out and transmit to the
Governor of the Commonwealth an official copy of such report.
certified by it. The Governor' sllall, without' delay. make
proclamation of the result. stating therein the aggregate vote for and
against such amendments.

If a majority of those voting vote in favor of such amendments,
they shall become effective on. January one, nineteen hundred
. seventy-nine.

The expenses incurred in conducting this election shall be
defravedas in the case of election of members of the General
Assembly. .

/s/ C S Pohh
President of the Senate

/s/ J. W. Cooke .•

Speaker of the House of Delegates

Approved:

/s/ JohnN ..Dalton
Governor
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Hay 3. 1978

The Honorable J. Harshall Coleman
Attorney General of Virginia
Supreme Court Building
1101 E. Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
Dear Attorney General Coleman:

Pursuant to the terms of S 8.01-653 of the Code
of Virginia, this will notify you that I have doubt res-
pecting tile constitutionality and proper construction or
interpretation of Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly
(sometimes referred to as Senate Bill 523), which Act directs
the payment of money ou t of the treasury of the Commom.,realth.
I do not feel that it would be proper or safe to pay such '
money until there has been final adjudication by the Supreme
Court determining any and all such questions. For such
reasons, I ,.,rillnot make payments pursuant to the above
Act until such adjudication has been made.

Specifically Section 1 of Article XII of the Con-
stitution of Virginia provides, in pertinent part, as follows:

Any amendment or amendments to this Constitu-
tion may be proposed in the Senate or House of
Delegates, and if the same shall be agreed to
by a majority of the members elected to each
of the two houses, such proposed amendment or
amendments shall be entered on their journals,
the name of each member and how he voted to be
recorded, and referred to the General Assembly
at its first regular session held after the .
next general election of ~emhers of, the House
of Delceates. If at such regular session or
any subsequent special session of that Gerieral
Assembly the proposed amendment or amendments
shall be agreed to by a m~jority of all the
members elected to each house, then it shall be
.the duty of the General Asse~blyto submit such
propose d anendmen t or amendmen ts to the .
voters qualified to vote in elections by the
people. in such manner as it shall prescribe
and not sooner thJ.n ninety del)"safter final
passage by the General Assembly ....
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Pursuant- thereto, the General Assembly, in adopting Chapter
688 of the 1977 Acts of Assembly, proposed amen~mcnts to
Sections 6, 11, and 13 o~ Article IV and Section 6 of Article.
V of the Constitution of Vir~inia~ Thereafter, at the first
regular session held after the next general election of mem-
hers of the House of Delegates, .the General Assembly adopted
Chap:~er 852 of the 1978 Acts of Assembly. Chapter 852 pro-
posed amendments to Sections 6 and 11 of Article IV and
Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia.

Therefore, the 1978 General Assembly deleted the
proposal to amend Section 13 of Article IV of the Constitution
0f Vfrginia which had been proposed by the 1977 session of the

:.(:~n~f.aJ......'Ssc!'..-.ly. Chapter 806 of the 1978 Acts of AssQmbly,
which prescribes the manner of submission of prop6sed amend-
ments to the voters. likewise deletes Section 13 of Article
IV.

Sincerely your~i ./ . . .

f.A11 (4-0.-/-/ ~ It"o-i:: .Vincent J. prqss!.'J;. .
Acting Comp trd ller, Commo I \vealth of Virginia
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