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VIRCINIA

IN THE CIBCUIT COURT OF TEE CITY OF BICHMOND DIVISION ceorsbuene

(Dabe)

R Cxty of Rxchmond, to-w1t° :

The GRAND JURY charges ot

On or about April 14, ‘ 19 77,in the'City of Richmond,
- John Wesley Rozier
fel°“'°“ﬂy and unlawfully have 1n his possess:.on or have under his control
a certaln drug, to-w1t, preludln, a controlled drug, w1th intent to

dlstrlbute ,:' '

OO

did




against the peace and dxgmty of the Commonwealth of erglma

Va. Code §
18.2- 248

G. C. Roblnson, PC |

%‘

J. J. Cox, PC

James L. Sherron, PC

4o

Thomas H. Casey

.C.Cleyek Pe

Ches 5\.0@ }uﬁ’ra‘ob P

JuLs 1977 f% UND

by the court to the
Jury to give evideice.

)/';'b"’&}’y,}“a /i%’* :

Clerk

g Witnesses swora and sent

PRI S



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 .

19
20
21
22
23

24

VIRGINIA: | -
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND,

DIVISION ONE

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

JOHR WESLEY ROZIER

Transcript of the evidence and other incidents
of the above when heard on September 22, 1977.

before the Honorable James M. Lumpkin, Judge

APPEARANCES:

Robert J. Rice, Esq.,
Attorney for the Commonwualtb

R. Wayne Dawson, Eaq.,
Attorney for the Defendant
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Cox - direct

10

Q All right, and your last seven

years have been in the Narcotics Division of the Vice Squad?

A ' Yes, sir.

Q Were you working on the night of
the 14th?

A Yes,'sir,‘on Aéril the l4th, 1977,
I-was working. | - |

Q All right, approximately -- between

the hours of tem and eleven o'clock that night, exactly where

were you?

A I was in the office, 5901 North

Hinth Street, and approximately

10:45 I received a telephone

call from a reliable informant that has given -~

MR.
MR.
MR.

to the hearsay.

DAWSON: Objection --

RICE: All right.

DAWSON: I'm golng to object

TEL COURT: All right, sustained.
MR. EICE: I'll withdraw the
_.question.
Q | Detective Cox, you did ~icecive a

phone call at approximately 10:45, is that correct?

A | Yes, sir.

Q All rignt, as a result of receiving

004



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

- approximately thirty yards away from it, parked at a position

Cox - direct | | ’ 2

épproximately 11:00 p.m.
Q All right, what did you do when
you arrived there?

A I arrived on the parking lot as

I've stated, Detective Robinson was driving, Detective Sergeant

Sherron was on the right-hand side, I was on the right-hand
side in the rear of the vehicle, |

We located the vehicle, pulled

where we could watch the vehicle.

Q All right, while you were working
in the Vice Squad and Narcotics Divisfon, do ?ou normally
wear a police uniform or did you wear a police uniform that
night? |

A No, sir, I don't even have a police
uniform.

Q All right, what about Detective

Sherron and Detective Robinson?

A No, sir.

Q All dressed in plain clothes?
A ‘ Plain clotheﬁ.—

Q All right, when you initially

arrived, did you see anybody in the parking lot?

A No, sir.

005
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for just one second, yoﬁ say the right hands met, can you stand
~up and describe and let the ladies and gentlemenof the jury

- see exactly what type of action you are talking about?

Cox ~ direct - o S " Tl g,

Q Okay, what did they do when they
arrived at the vehicle?

A | . When theyvarrived at the vehicle,
Mr. Roxier went to the automobile, he looked as if he put the
key into the door, unlocked the door, opened the door.

As his back -- he slid inco it with ais feet
still out, he leahéd over into the seat énd then he ait back
up and he leaned back again, and thenvwheh he got out of the
automobile, with his right hand, he met the right hand of one
of the other black malees with him.

Q All right, let me stop you there

A Well, the hands folded like this
(indicating) |

Was it slapping type motion?

A | No, sir, it was not the slapping
type motion. |
Q : Was ic a handshake?
A | No, it was a fist type drop.
0 o Mr. Rozier's hand would be cupped,

in other words or --

A _ _.Yes, gsir.

- 006
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.Cox - direct ' , | _ | | 24

to the pool hall.

Q - What about the other gentieman?
A . The other gentleman met with his

hand, at which time after their hands met, he turned and went

Q v Did you see him}actually go into
the pool hall?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q All right, how did he get to the

pool hall, did hewalk, did he run, drive?
| A He'waiked, atvwhich time we had
got to -- we had méved from our position on the automobile.
Detective Robinsoﬁ dfova around,
he came back ahd stopped right behind Mr. Rozier's car, a
short distance from him, at which time Detective.Sergeanc-
Sherronvgot_oﬁt and spoke to the:defendanc, Rozier, and I was

behind him.

At this time the other black male
was walking towards the pool héll, he walked hastily and --
until he gét nearer to the pool hall and.thén he'?ent into
it very quickly. | "‘-

Q All right, exact}y what point in
this tiransaction did.jou and and the other two detectives start

your motion toward the car?

A | When he reached in and came back

007
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Cox - direct , | o 25

.up N

Q Are you talking about Mr. Rozier?
A ~ Yes, sir, Rozler -- and wasigetting»
6ut of the car, that's when we started moving fron our location| '
| Q Can you state whether or not Mr.
Rozier made any.mbtion prior to -- you say he went as if to
unlock the door, did.he make any motion prior to that?
A _ The best I recall, it looked like

he took something from his pocket and went to the automobile.

. QT Do you recall whichh pocket?
A His right.
Q All right, when you arrived up to

the car, where was Mr. Rozier?

A Mr. Rozier was off té the right
of the back of the automobile, and when we got out of the
automobile, Se:geant Sherron approached him, at which time he
took a set of keys and threw them to the other black male that
was at the back of the automobile, at which time he misged
th; keys and the keys slid up under the autqmobilé.

Q ' | All right, at that time had you

identified yourself as a police officer?

A | Yes, sir.
Q How, approximately how far was
the -- the one black male had gone into the poolroom, is that
008
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i |:°.x = direct - : ’ - | : 26

correct?

A He went.to the'poél room as the
defendant was throwing the keys.
Q All right, and the other black
male was still standing there, is that right?
| A ' Yes, sir.
Q E | All right; approximately how far
was he from Mr. szier»when the keys were thrown?

A Maybe ten feet, it could be a

- lictle farther.

0 Did the -~ do you know who the

-

other black male was that -- vou said was still at the scene

at that time?'
A At the time 1 did not, at the time

when we arrived I did not know who the other male was.

Q Do you know who he 1s now?

A ' Yes.

s N Who is he?

A : A geutleman by the néme of Winston
Q He ~-

A ' he was also arrescted and gave us

~a false name and later on I found out his true name to be

Winston.

g all right, did Hr. Winston make

T R R L LRyt e e e
” e e ia Y I Lt i - -
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Cox - direct . ' ' 27

any attempt to catch the keys that were thrown in'his_direction?
A | It was a sorta --as best I recall,
sort of a swipe as they came by but they slid by him, and went

up under the car.

Q ' Well, could you describe the toss

a little wore specifically, was it a lofty toss, or was it --
o 'MR, DAWSON: Judge, I don't think

he should lead the witness, he just asked him

to descridbe ~--

THE COURT: All right, could he

describe ~-

A It was just a --'iike I would be

pitching the keys to someone, just pitched them

Q All right?
A aﬁd he missed them.
Q All right, what did you do at the

point when the keys were thrown?

| A ' Well, after leaving Mr. Rozier and
coming back to the automobile.‘Detective‘Sergeant'brought him
-- Sherron bréughc him right aiong with us, Detective Robinson

~ N
obtained the keys off of the parking lot and gave them to me

and --

Where were the keys specifically?

A Up under the trunk, he had to bend

R b B Tl ke S 2 g B ae g ‘e e e ¥ S g - C Ny
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Cox - direct | - ' - 28

over and get down to get them,
Q All right?

A | _at which time he gave me the keys,

‘I walked over to the automobile and unlocked the automobile.‘

We had advised the defendant that
we had information that he had drugs in:the automobile.
' MR. DAWSON: Judge, I object to
the hearsay.

MR. RICE: I-don't Selieve-it'a
hearsay, Detective Robinson said -- what he
told the defendant.

THE COURT: Yes, éir; what he told
the defendant, overruled.

Q So you did tell the defendant why

you were there, is that correct?

‘A Yes, sir.

Q All right; what did you do after
you tbld Mr; Rozier whyquu'were there?

A I opened the automobiie, I got in
the front. I opened the glove compartment and looked in the
glove compartment and then I looked in the ash tray, at which
time I found_aﬂKool cigﬁrette é;ék that had been folded over
at the top, it was down in the ash tray, I pulled it out,

opened it up, and looked in it and in this envelope were sever#l

011

——




10

11

12

. 13

14

15

16

- 17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Cox - direct - . | | 29

pink pills.

Q All right, now, was the glové box
opén or clqsed?.
| A The glove bLox was closed.
QH What about the ash tray?
A It Qas open.
Q Let me ask you if &ou can identify

thé: item, Detective Cox?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right, is that the Kool pack
that you testified was in the ash tray?

A Yes, sir, if you‘Qill look in the
top of this pack you will find where I wrote 4/14/77, in the
top of this pack and -~ before it was tore,.my initials,

Q All right?.

A J. J. C., it was in the top of
this pack along with the date.

Q o All right, are those the pills --
do they appear to be the pills that were in the yéck on the
night in question?
| A : They appear to be the same ones.

that f turned over to the State Chemist.

Q  Would that be Mr. Thomas Casey?
A Let me check the lab sheet, yes,
012
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— Cox - direct - , . 39

Thomas H. Casey.

Q , Okay, how many pillls were in the

Kool pack?

10

12

13

14

1S5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

-the glove box, what did you do at that point?

A | Eight .

MR. RICE: Your Honor, the Common-
wealth would move to introduce the pack with
contents as Cormonwealth's Exhibit Number 4.

MR. DAWSON: HNo objection, Judge,
we agree to stipulate chain of evidence in thig
case.

THE COURT: All right, thank you.
) | All right, Detéctive Cox, at the

time you retrieved the crumpled pack and the contents from

A When I.cook the Kool cigarette
pack out, I advised him that -- placed Mr. Rozier under arrest
at which time Detective Robinson advised him of his rights.

I took this Kool cigarettevpack
in my possession and carried it to the Vice Division and I
marked it, labeled it, and put it in a drawer where Detective
Robinéon and I have the keys.

When 1 took it out and carried it

to Thomas Casey on the 22nd day of April --
MR. DAWSON: Judge, I'm willing

043
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Cox = direct

31

understands both sides are stipulating that it

to stipulate that ﬁe did all of this, I don't
know -- | :
| | THE‘COURI: He's‘stipulated the

chain_Qf evidence. |

MR. RICE: Your Honor, at this
#oinc -- yes, sir, the Commonwealth would offer
the.stipulatidn both as to thevch31n and as to
the analysis of the Consolidated Laboratory
and the analysis did show that the drug in
question wﬁs, in fact, Préludin.

MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir, Judge, I
have agreed to stipulate chat. 

THE COURT: All right, the jury

waé the same item regovered from the cigarette
pack in the car and that the -- 1s the chemist
excused?
| MR. RICE: Yes, sir, he is.
THE COURT: ALl right, and that the
chemist has analyzed it and found it to be

Preludin, the drug in question.

Q All right, Detective Cox, where waﬂ'
the defendant when you entered the car? |
A Standing about the right wheél --
014
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Cox - direct : : - - 32

right rear wheel.

Q All right, did you have occasion
to assess his demeanor at that time when you entered the car?

A wéil, he'was‘upaet when I en:ered'
the automobile, he stated thcre's‘nqrhing.in my_ride ahd after

that -~

Q | Excusg me, let me.stop you rigﬁ:
there, what -- are you familiar with the'te?m ride?

A Ride is -- ride is a slanz word

used for automobile.

Q All right, and his etatement was
what now? :

A There's nothing in my ride now.

0 All right, now, after fou found

the Kool pack with the pills in it, did you have occasion to

~assess Mi. Rozier -- Mr. Rozier's demeanor at that point?

A ~ Mr. Rozier was upset when I found

the drugs in his automobile.

Q - ~ Was he still -- where was‘he_when

you found the pilla? -

A _ ‘He:was in the right rear beside
the wheel. |
Q _ He was still at the right rear?
A | Yes.
015
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Robinson - direct 5- R I 72

| Q Now, you say hc,'who aré you refer-

ring_to? a | |

A Mr. Rozier unlocked the automobile
with the keys and sat in itlﬁith his feet hanging out,of the
automobile, and then he leaned ovér into the vehicle in this
manner for only maybe & sacond or two seconds énd then he sit
back up and -~ | |

0 Now, he would'bé leaning :owards

the steering wheel?

A Yes, sir.
Q All right?
A And a few seconds ?assed and he

leaded back over the automobile again and then he sit back up

and stood out, at which time he -- his hénd made contact with

. Benny Wright's hand --

0 All right, let me stop you right
here for a second, would you stand up and show us exactiy what
type of hand contact that you're referring to?

A It was -- his hand wght out and
Benny Wright's hand met his, it was not a handshake, at which

time Mr. Wright turned around‘and'walkgd away from --

Q Let me -- a slapping motion?
A No. sir,'it was*ﬁo;a
Q | " All right, was Mr.:Rozier's hand

016
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Robinson - direct: _ | ‘ | 73

open or was it cupped?
MR. DAWSON: He's leading the
witnaess, Judge. |
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
Q All right, would you --
MR. RICE: Let me rephrase my
quéstion. |
Q Would you describe the condition
of Mr. Rozier's hand? |
A His hand went toward him, it was
not extended all the way, and his hand met with Mr. Wright's
hand and then it dropped down and it was-downvto his side,
the actual position I couldn't tell you.
Q Mr. wfight's hand, can you deécribr
its physical,éondition or --
A He cupped his hand and turned

around and walked away from Mr. Rozier at the time.

Q All right, did you see where Mr.
Wright wenﬁ? | |
| A o .¥gs, sir, I did:
Q | Qﬁere did he go?
A ’ He went in the pool room at 5195

North Second Street.

Q " All right, can you describe the

047
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Robinson - direct ‘ 714

manner in which Mr. Wright left the vicinity?

A As the -~ when the contact was
made between Mr. Rozier and Mr. Wright, I proceeded from my
posiﬁion. made the turn and came around the parking‘lot, went
down to the vehicle and pulled to the right froant of Mr. Rozier
as he was walking from the vehicle. |

Mr. Wright had gone into Second
Street at that time and was hurriedly wai&;ng toward the pool
room.

We exited the automobile -- my
automobile, at which time Sergeant Sherron made the statement
to Mr. Rozier, police officer, at which time Mr. Rozier was
1n'the motion of throwing some keys back toward the direction
of the automobile. The keys hit the ground and went up under-
neath the automébile. Mr. Winston was to the left of the
location where the keys hit 1if you were facing the automobile.

Q Approximately how far was Mr.

" Winston from where thélkéys finally landed?

A Approximately four feet.
A :Ygé; éir, thevkeyg went up under-

‘neath the automobile parked,théré.

Q SR A117tighc;'you say you left your

_'position-a:_the:tima ofithe"hand contact, is that correct?

(18
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 possession?

good friend of mine and associate.

- but two to bust a man, does it, so you pot me gzood.

Robinson - direct ' B 33

That wasn't me.
I asked him:
Why did you tell me that you knew

an individual who had fourteen "Bams' and got charged witnh only
because I had heard this 1s a real

Why did you make the relationship?
I saw Detective Cox count seven
or eizht pills, being the "Bam" man, don't you think I should

have had wore than elzht rills but like you. say, it don't take

The pills taken from the glove
compartment is a matter of common sense?

It wasn't in my glove compartment,
it was in a place that stays open all.ﬁhe time but wasn't this
time.

Do you use Preludin?

I'm an athlete, I,don‘t do néthing
to hurt.this body.

Have you ever used Preludin?

No, sir, I don't even know what it

is for, what is it for?

I asked him:

049
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. Robinson - direct

o
S

Second Street?

How long have you been up on

Let me see, about fifteen minutes
when you came. | |

I asked him:

How much money do you-have on you,
at which time he pﬁlled a stack of money out of his left
pocket and proceeded to count it by throwing it down on the
floor. |

ﬁé had four twenty's six ten's,
two five's and ten one's in his ieft pocket.

Then he took'a;roll of money from
his right pocket and proceeded to count it in the same manner
throwing it down on the floor, he‘had one one hundred, two
fifty's, seventeen twenty's, sixteen ten's, totaling eight
hundred and sixty dollars.

I asked him wherg did th;s money
come from, I shoot crap, he'aigned the statement at twanty
ninutes after twelve on thé 15th of April, 1977, it was wit-
nessed by Se;geant Sherron and it aiso bearg‘my autograph.

Q All right?

MR. RICE: At this point the Com-

monwealth wbuld mové to introduce the statehent

as Commonweelth's Exhibit Humter 6, I believe.
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Robinson - cross - | ' .93

’ Q Well, where were these two street
lights located théﬁvwere to the left of the subject vehicle?
A T testiffed that the light back
towards Second Street was approximately sixty feet
Q A1l right?
A from the' automoblle.
| The one located to the front left
of ;he vehicle was approximately‘:wenty-five to thirty feet;
and the one to the left of the vehicle -- maybe a little bict
more than the rear was maybe forty feet from it, there was

another street light coming in off of Clay Street.

Q That would have been behind you?
A Thét(s correct, yes, sir,
Q - Okay, and you were about a hundred

and twenty feét from where the car was?

A That is correct, yes, sir.

2 All right, now, exactly at what
point in what you observed did you tuin your car on and start
to move itf

A - When hand contact was made between
Mr. Wright and Mr. Rozier. | _

g | All right, in actuality, Detective
Robinson, you didn't see egactly_what they did with their

hands other than they came together, isn't that right?
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. Robinson ~ cross ' _ i 94

A I testified as to what I saw, the
hands came togéther, Mr. Rozier's hand was
Q All right?

A not extended fully, I couldn't say

‘it was completely clinched and his hand fell down --

) ~ But you couldn't see what they did
with theit hands or what, you know, other than the two hands |
came together and touched, ian't that right?x

A I couldn’t‘see what was in»it, no,
sir.

Q Uh huh, and_youwcauldnYt'reaily'
see whether anything was in their hands, isn'tvthat right?

| A I stated I could not.

Q Okay, now, did you see Mr. Rozier

with a key in his hand open the door?

A Yes, sir, I did.

0 You saw the key?
A Yes, sir, I did.
2 " All right, would Detective Cox

been in a better position to see it than you were

A I don't know about better, that
would |
Q- in the car?
VA ) depend_oh his looking and his
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Clevert - direct : - .115

. addicts on the street cén only get edough money to get a

;subétdhtial amouht of Preludin at one time to shoot for that

would it be usual for someone to have eight tablets of Preludin

MR. DAWSON: Judge, he's leading

the witness.

. THE COURT: Rephrase,‘Mr; Rice.

MR. RICE: .A11 right.

Q Detective dlevert, would you tell
us the normal number of tablets a Preludin wouid have on him
at any one time for his personal use?

A For personal use it.would be a
rare occasion to see a person with more than one to two tabletﬁ
on him in his possession at a tine.

The reééon for thia, the average
person who can afford to buy the narcotic ﬁould purchase it
for the price of ranging between ten to twenty-five dollars
per tablet.

Now, the twenty-five dollar amount
comes from the figures which have been cdrroborated with indi-
viduals, who in the white neighborhoods and the black neighbor-
hoods, as far as the scarcity of the drug. o |

Now, the majority of the particulax

particular occasion.

Now, this money that is got for the

023



10

I]H

12

13

14

16

17

18
19

20

.21

22

- 23

24

said, "Yes."

Q How, who had the keys at this poing?
A | Benny give themlto me.
Q All right, when he brought the car
back? |
| A . Yes, |
n All right, did you and Ronﬂie then

Rozier - direct R e :143- 

A Well, this is when Ronnie told me

say, "Hey, Ro, are we still going to pick wup Brenda;" and I

go out to the car?

A Yes; we did.

0 Did anyone eisé gé with you?

A Benny Wright.

0 _ And why did Benny Wright go out to
the car?

A Because.l-had'some new tapes, to

be exact it was the Manhattans and the 0'Jay's and I got -~
Q All right, these were cassette

tapes that fit into a --

A S Yea, cassette tapes
Q All right, --
A that fit into a tape player, and

like I told Benny, I say, '"Hey, man," I say, "I got two bad

tapes,”" I say, I got the 0'Jay's and the Manhattaus new tape,’
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Q Uh huh?

A and I obened the door and I got in
-where I went -~

Q- This is the passenger's side?

A | The passenger’'s sidé, that's right

Q - What did you do when you opened
the door?

A Well, fheﬁ I'opened the door 1 got
in; when I got inio the car -- like one tépe was still in

down between -- the arm rests are double, and the new tape was

‘8till in the box, you know, the box that you buy it in, the

Rozier - direct ‘ 149

I say, "let's come on to the ride and check them out," and this

is when we walked across the street,

there in the slot, you know, in the tape player and I bent
over to get the tape and brought it back.
Q | So what did you do then?

A It's ~-- the other new tape was

cellophane in it, and I showed him that one and that was all
to dQ. |

So like when I got out the car, I
turned to Benny and I hit him like this (indicating), you know
and that was it.

All right, where did Benny go from

_13

there?
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- what you going to do,’” you know, about picking up his girl,

A . Back across the street.
Q And what did you do?
A Weli, I -- we started off walking

and that's when Ronnie asked me, say, "Man, it's getting late,

o Uh huh?

A 80 I turned around and threw him
the keys, I say, '"Well, back the ride up then --“

Q And what happened when vou threw
the keys to him? | _

A Well, a young lady called me durin&
the time that I was turning around, and.she say could she
épeak to me a minute, when I turned backvaround I threw him
ﬁhe keys and I turned back to see ﬁhat she wanted,.when 1 turan
back around, Ronnie was being arrested.

0 Aad that's when -- did you see the
police officers then?

A Well, by the time I,turned around,

he.-- they was like --

Q : Which officer came up to you firstf

A | Well, Officer Sherron, the one we
call Sarge.

Q “All right, what happened after the

police officers arrived there?
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What happeﬁed?

Uh huh?

You mean exaétly?

Tell it in Ydur words

Like they --

what took place?

like they pulléd up beind the car,

- Ua huh?

O N - -

and they got out, and Offiéer
Sherroh walked over to me and say, "Cowe here a miuuce,»Ro,“
like this here, and I walked back with him, thi§ is when they
told me about -- -

0 ~ How, where did you go to when you

say you walked back to --

A Back towards the rear end of the
car,
Q All right?

A this was when he was telling me
about they had got reliable informant.

Q ‘ Okay, I'm not -- rather thaa --

‘ tell what happened after that?

A | Well, to tell what happened, they
plcked up the keys and Detective Cox opened up the door to the

car,
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tapes and I buy tapes, they stay in the car.

Q' ~ Do you date this lady at this time}
A _ "Very much so.
Q All right, did you tell the police

officers that you gave Mr, Wright a cape or you went to show
Mr, Wright a tape?
A o He didn't ask me nbthing aboﬁt-éha
Q I didn't ask you if he asked you,
I asked you -- you say that you went to the car to show Mr.
Benny Wright a tape, is that correct?
iA Yes, I said that.
Q All right, did you tell the police

officers that that nighc?

A Yés, I told them that that night.
Q fou d1d?

‘A Yes, I did.

Q All right, you said that Detectiﬁe

Cox told you that they were there because of reliable informa-
tion, |

That's right.

is that right?

Right.

All right, what did they tell you?

>0 O Lo P>

He told me he had received a call
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from a reliable informant.
Q2 Stating what?

MR, DAWSON: Judge, I don't know
what the relevancy of this, just the fac: tha:
it Qas told to him is, you know, he's already
stated that he --

MR. RICE: Your lonor --

THE COURT: You brought it up on
Vdirgct'examination, Mr. Dawson.

| MR, DAWSON: Well, Judge, just
siuply that he was told that -- to show the
reason why they were there. |

THE COURT: Objéction's overruled.
Q Vhat did Detéctive Cox teil you

the feliable information was, Mr. Rozier?

A ‘ That he had received a phone call,

Q Stating what?

A Stating that "Bam" was being sold
from my -- the car. | |

Q : Isn't it a fact that what he was

told was that there was Bam or Preludin located in the ash .
tray of the '75 Lincoln?
A lle didn't tell me that.

Q Isn't it a fact that that's exactly

- 029
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where Detective Cox went to when he got im the car, he went

scraight_to the ash tray?

a ' No, he did not.
Q Where did he go?
A He went to the glove compartment,

he moved the arm rest, he went under the seats of the C#tw..

Q tlr. Rozier, I thought béfore, you
said when Detective Cox first got in the car, you couldn't sée
where he went, it wasn't until you tur@ed around and looked in
that you later saw him go underneath the seat? |

A That's right.

Q Well, so then you don't know where
he went first, do you?

| A o, I don't know where he went
Eirst, no. |

Q Do you recall Detective Robinson
incerviewihg‘you in the Vice Squad, in the office‘down at the
Vice Division?

A ' Yes, 1 do.

| Q ’ Do you remember the statement --
your statement right here that you gave?

A I remember the statement.

Q , All right, that was on the l4th of

April, is that correct?
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In the irenit Court of the ity of Richmond, Bivision 1,

THE 22nd pay oF September 77

19

COMMONWEALTH
\£ Indictment for Controlled Drugs F-7846

JOHN WESLEY ROZIER, Dft.

The said defendant'this day appeared and was set to the bar in
the custody of the Sergeant of this City and was represented by .
Attorney Wayne Dawson, retained counsel,.and the Commonwealth was
represented by Robert J. Rice.

And being arraigned the defendant pleaded not guilty to having
in his possession or having under his controi'a certain drué, to-wit:
preludin, a controlled drug, with intent to distribute, as'charged
in the indictment, after consultation with counsel.

And the Sergeaht of this City having returned the writ of venire
facias heretofore issued by ofder of this Court,'with the names of the
persons summoned in purSuance thereof, and of the veniremen so summoned
and attending} a panel of twentY'qualified jurors, free from exception
for the trial of the defendant waslmade up and completed{ And the
Attorney for the Commonwealth and the Attorney for the accused having
alternately, beginning with the Attorney for the Commonwealth, each
stricken the names of four of the said veniremen, the remaining twelve
constituted the trial of the accused,~to—wit: N: Colemon Byrdon, Virginia
E. Johnson, John S. Almond, Hatcher H. Jeter, Aida B. Kellef, Ivy P.
Isbell, Deborah L. Easter, William W. Manning, William J. Snyder, Jr.,

Mary L. Redd, Betty Fitzgerald and Margaret M. Thompson, who were sworn

P 1



the truth of and upon the premises to speak. And the witnesses having
been sworn and the jurors having heard the evidence for the‘Common?

wealth, the said defendant by counsel moved the Court to strike. the

evidence of the Commonwealth as being insufficient for the finding
of a verdict of guilty, which motion the Court denied.- And the
evidence for the defense having been presented, the defendant renewed
his motion to strike the evidence of the Commonwealth, which motion
the.Court denied. And having heard all of the evidence and arguments
of counsel, the jurors retired to their room in the custody of the
Sergeant of this City to deliberate upon a verdict in this case. And
after some time the jurors returned into Court and presented a verdict
in the following words and figures, to-wit: |
. "We, the jury, find the defendant guilty of posséssion of preludin

with intent to distribute as charged in the indictment and fix his
punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for Twenty years and
a fine of 5,000 dollars." /s/ N. Colemon Byrdon, Foreman. |

And the defendant by'cqunsel moved the Court to set aside the
verdict of the jury as being contrary to the law and evidence and grant
him a new trial, which motion thé Court denied and the defendant noted
an exception. l

Whereupbn it being demanded of the said defendént if anything for
himself he had or knew_to say why the Court should not now proceed to
pronounce judgment égainst him according to law, and nothing being
offered or alleged in delay thereof, it is the judgment of this Court
that the said John Wesley Rozier pay and satisfy a fine of‘$5,000.00‘
:and be confined in the State Penitentiéry for a term of twenty years,
this being the fine and period by the jurors ascertained. And the defen-
dant moved the Court to suspend a portion of the penitentiary sentence,
which motion the Court denied.

And it is ordered that the Sergeant of this City do, when required
so to dofvdeliver the sgidvdefendanywiigm the jail of this city to

the Warden of the Penitentiary, in said Penitentiary to be confined and



treated in the manner prescribed by law; said term to be credited by
the time spent in jail awaiting trial. |

And the Court advised the defendant of his appellate rights and
an appeal was noted from the judgment bf this Court to the Supreme~‘
Court of Virginia. And the defendant moved the Court to set appéal
bond in this case, and the Court instructed the defendant to file
said motion in writing and hearing would be setuthefeon.

And £hereupon the said John Wesley Rozier is remanded to jail.

D-0-B 9/14/46

September 22 1977
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ASSIGNMENT OF ERROR

The trial court erred in requiring, over objection, the defendant to testify.

to the substance of a statement given by a reliable informant to Detective Cox.
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