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~ JAMES E. BROOKER

" BONNIE J. BROOKER

o more thtn one (1) year next preceding the institutfon of this suit; and

 suit; and, o ~— . o x*ﬂ :

V. BILL OF COMPLAINT

908 ‘Seuth Main Street

)
)
}
)
)
)
)
. )
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060 )

TO THE HO_NORABLE W. 8. JORDAN, JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

#

Sy
el

Your cmphhnu would recpect.fnny show unto the Court s

tono-m. to-wits

I

W

Your complaizant, James E. Brooker, was hvfnlly murhd

unto tho n-poadant. ‘Boanie Jean Brooker, whose maiden’ umo was. Bmh

: Jun qulogh, on Septombor 8, 1947, at Wayne, Michigan; and, - "

I |
| Your comphhnnt end the rnpendeat last uvod togother as
lm.band ud wife in the Town of thk-burg. Montgomcry Cmmty, Virglnu.
on Novomber 1, 1971. and thnt the comphtunt is now and has been s bons

fide ruldnnt in u\d a domlcuhry of Montgomery County, Virginia, !'or

i
That neither your compuinun nor the respondent are membcn

of tho Armod Fonu of the Unitod States uor have they been a mmber ol

: &ho sm lor a pcriod of ainety (90) dnyu Mu to the commnacomeu Mthh



- life, said rg'lpondont has inflicted mental anguish and extreme crue_lty on

v
That there wore ﬂ;o (3) children born of said marriage, to-wit:
Cynthh Anne Brooker, born January 31, 1951; James E&ianoqkor. Jr.,
born May 25, 1952; Stephen Charles Brooker, born January 11, 1954;
Mﬁrgory Jean Brooker, born i\mo 23, 19%6 and Rosemary Althea Brooker,

bora January 31, 1962; and,

v
That both of the parties hereto are members of the white

Caucasian race; and,

VI
That notwithstanding your complainant's provision of an

a.dequtj home and standard of living commensurate with their station is

your complainant by r_efuctug to dwell in the home provided by y&ur complain-

ant; by 'obligatﬁing your complainant to pay rent on two (2) hames; by wrong-

fully purchasing, on yowr complainant's credit and good name, unneeded
duplicato items of household goods and other chattels; by creating other
LY

needless debts which have in the past and presently cause your complainant

oxtrcmo anguish and fear of losing his means of gainful employment boccun

of said debts; and,

vi

That on the 1st of November, 1971, the respondent, without '

| just cause, reason or provocation, willfully deserted and abandoned your

comphhant and the home which he was provlding for her in ths Town of
Bla.cklburg, Virginia' that notwithltandln; the fact that your complainant

has tried to bring about a reconciliation, the respondent has refused and
o :



(3)

cdhﬂfmiel to refuse to return and live with your comphmht; that they havé

not lived togethit & husband an& wﬁo since November 1, 1971; and your
c?mphimat believes that a n‘conciﬂation is lmﬁobable.

i | | E WHEREF‘ORE your complainant humbly puy- that he may be

guatod a dlvorco a vinculo matrimonii on the grounds of extreme cruelty

and desertion; that he may be awarded the custody of his said infant chfidren;

and that he .'may have such other and further relief as the nature of his case

may require, -

And in duty bound, your complainant will ever pray, etc.

JAMES E, BROOKER

[}

;5;::'_'}'_; : ' | By - //L/////I)r) L 4 C//(//'j
P Of Counsel

Cmt & McChee
Attorneys st Law
Christiansburg, Virginia

o oo
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INTLEY HITE
NEY & COUNSELLOR AT LAW
IRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA

JAMES K. BRCOKER

: ve e

BONKIE J. BROOKiR

610 Ascot

Windsor Hills Apartments
Blacksburg, VA 24060

and

" BONNIE J. BROCKKR

vs.

JELMES E. BROCKGuR
908 South Main Street
Blacksburg, VA 24060

ANSWER AND RESFONSIVE
PLEADINGS
~and
CROCS BILL

TO THE HONCRABLE W. S. JORDAN, JUDGE OF THE ABOVE NAMED COURT:

Your Respondent, Bonnie J. Drooker, comes now and files

thie her Ahswer, Respbnsive Pleadings,;and Cross Bill in the

above named chahcery matter, now pending in the Circuit Court

of Montgomery County, Virginia, and would show unto Your Honof

as follows:

l. Your Kespondent, Bonnie J. Brooker, admits the

allegations as set out in'Paragraph Cne (1) of the original

Bill.

é

2. Your Respondent admits the allegations as set out

in Paragraph Two (2) of the original Bill.
%+ Your Respondent admits the allegations as set out
in Paragraph Three (3) of fhe original Pill.
4. Your Kespondent admits the allegations as set out

in Paragraph Four (4) of the original 5ill.

5. Your Kespondent admits the allegation as set out

in Paragraph Five (5) of the original Bill.

[



NTLEY HITE
EV & COUNSELLOR AT 1AW
ISTIANSEURG, VIRGINIA

6. Your Réspondent-denies each and every allegation

a8 ootkoﬁt in Paragraph Six (6) und calls for strict proof of‘

the same. Your respondent denies that her said husband has

provided for her and her children an adequate home and standard

of_living commensurate with their state in life. Your respond--

ent denies that she has inflicted mental anquish and extreme
cruelty on her said husbond by refusing to dwellpin the home
provided by him, but would show unto Your Honor thot her said
hueband is a retired Chief Petty Officer of the United States
Navy, that he has a retirement pay in excess of 3600 OO a
month and that he is an electrical englneer, employed as a
Chief Engineer at the Pulaski Hospital, Inc., and is drawing -
in excess of $500. OO a month, in addition to his Navy pay;
and, thatlxour,respondent s husband forced her and their four
(4) oﬁild;en to live iﬁ a one-room apsrtment in the Town of
Blacksburg for several months, forced the children to sleep
on tho floor, and to live under conditions which were not
conduéive to the best interest of the said infant children,
or to épygmember of the family.

gYoﬁf respondent will show unto Your Honor that her

‘8aid husband refused to maintuin and support her and her

infant”children; forcing them to do without and forego the

" essentials of life to such an extent that it has affected the

mental attitude of their two (2) infant daughters, who are now
in school and has forced their son, Stephen Charles Brooker,
to drop out of school.

Your respondent denies that she has wrongfullyvpurohased

on her husband's credit and good name, unneeded household goods”

and other chattels, but will show that her husband io@and has

5 -

— el L




'} been for many years extremely tight and penurious. and has

failed and refused through the years to support his family

as hefehould in keeping with his income.

e .j;ﬁYouf Respondent denies that she has needlessly created

debto!_past or present, which would have caused him extreme

anquish and fear of losing his means of gainful emplo&ment,
a0 g she would show unto Your Honor that her husband is retired

_Léf from the Navy and has other gainful employment. ‘

wjﬁﬁ*;q’: . 7. Your Respondent denies each and every allegation

. i as set out in Paragraphxéeven (7) of the said original Biil;

denieb that she willfnlly deserted and abandoned:her husband -

‘ and vithout Just cause, deserted and abandoned Your respondent
and their children and moved from their quarters, leaving
them almost penniless.. Your respondent will show that the
'; ‘sonduct 6f her husband in forcing her and their children tof”

A live under such conditions as above set out, without adequate

ey " gerious nervous breakdown, necessitating hospital treatment.
| 8. Your Respondent denies that her said husband ever
made any effort to become reconcilled but on the contrary,
persiated 4in his desertion and has refused to discuss the
matter with Your respondent. Your respondent further denies

=, "% that she and her said husband have not lived together since
\

; ;ﬂﬁz\ November, 1971, but would show unto Your Honor that they had
// b;‘ i: continued to live as man and wife, as in the past, until June
‘Q;}J n;Jr{ 28, 1972, which et that time, her said husband deliberately
: . and withouf juet cause left their home in Blackeburg and

/RNEY & COUNSELLOR AT LAW .

ENTLEY HITE = ogtabhlished his domicile elsewhere..
HRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA ) :

6.»

fLE et
Se e
.

'ﬁ_'food-end clothing, was sufficient to cause Your;respondent a - -

and their home, but would show that her said husband deliberatoly,; !

B SN UE Sy
i S



ENTLEY HITE

X

RNEY & COUNSELLOR AT AW

IRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA

- 80 ago on a retirement pay in excess of 8600.00 & month; that:

9. Your Respondent denies that her said husband is

entitied to a Divorce A Vinculo Matrimonii on the grounds of

:extreme cruelty and desertion, or on any other grounds; deniea

that her said husband ig entitled to the custody of their

two (2) infant children, or for ﬁny other relief whatsoever

under the gaid Bill. - | o
Now having fullyzénswered the said Original Bill,

denying each and eVefy allegation specifically, denying the

said allegations generally, and cqlls for atribt proof of the

same. \ .
. LA

- N
U

CROSS BILL

e

Your Croaa-Complainant Bonnie J. Brooker, comes now
and files ‘this her Crosa Bill against the said James F. Brooker,
and adOpts the allegationa as set out in Paragraph One (1),
Tvo (2), Three (3), Four (4), and Five (5), in the Original |
dill aa her allegatlons being trie. and correct and would ehow'“
unto Your Honor as follows:

1. That her said husband is a retired Chief Fetty

Officer of the United States Navy, and was retired a year or .

her said husband is likewise an electrical engineer and has

been steadily and cont%nually employéd a8 such since his retire-
ment from the United States Navy; that he is now employed by

the Pulaski Hospital, Inc. and is drawing a salary in excess

of 3600 00 a month, making a total income of §1,200.00 per

month, or more. B

4

e — i e = e
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NTLEY HITE
EY & COUNSELLOR AT UW  :
ISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA

'1n which they were forced to live; that Your Croes-Complainante

.'ately; and without just cause, desert and abandoned Your Cross-

™. " Your Respondent is advised that she is entitled to the

!
f*é. Your Cross-Complainant would further show unto Your -?1
Honog that her said husband has forced your Cross-Complainant ’.
and thoir children, two of‘whom are of tender years, being ‘
girls 11 ohd 15 years of age, to live and sleep in a one-room !
apartment with their brothers, being 19 and 20 yeare of age, i
all Pour (4) of them sleeping on the floor for lomg periods ;
of time; that Your Crosa-Complainant'é husband refused to pro- i
vide adequate qﬁarterq for his family or to maintain and support
them iﬁ keeping with théir state and station in life; and that
her said husband has neVer actually supported his family as .
he should, and that his negligence in supporting his family |
has cauaed Your Cross-Complainant to suffer a mental breakdown
and has affected the mwental attitude of their two (2) younger .
ddﬁgﬁters to such an extent that they have done very poorly

in 8chool and have shown 8igns of nervousness due to conditiona '
hueband d1id on the 28th day of June, 1972, willfully, deliver- . i

Complainant and their family and moved hie clothing and personal
belongings from their apartment and has persisted in his

desertion until this day, notwithstanding the fact that "Your 1: |
Crosé-Complainant has on numerous occasions tried to persuade |

him to return to his home and take care of his family as he

should, but to no avail.

relief prayed for in her Cross-Bill and that she is entitled

to a Divorce A Mensa et Thoro from her said huasband on the
grounds of desertion and prays that Your Honor will so decree;

and shé is further advised that Your Honor will decree the

custody of her infant children, being two (2) young girls, unto

8. |
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her'aince it is apparent from all circumetances.that their
9 fathnr is not a suitable person to have the care and ouetody
of their 1nfant daughters; and that he is not in a position.
I~ to look after them and that Your Honor will so decree.

o Fe ! t Your Cross-Complainant ia further advieed that Your

sum as attorney's fee for her attorn@y of record.

?“ . Therefore, being without remedy save in a court of equity

; where metters of thig kind are prOperly cognizable, Your n

‘ complainant prays that she may be granted A Divorce A Nenaa et m’j
| 3 'Thoro ‘from her husband James E. Brooker, on the grounds of ‘ | :
! 'deaertion, that proper process way iesue, that she may be . ’
awarded care and cuatody of their infant children, that she may ﬁz’
”‘%M have deoreed unto her a reaeonable ‘sum of alimony and ‘support
ﬁ;dﬁgﬁ; ” for hereelf and her children. and a reasonable sum for her'yw
S attornoy of record and her costs in this behalf -expended. “:”

And may Your complainant have all other general and

oo specific relief as the nature of her case: may require to the

equity may seem meet. - ',H@, v
An& in duty bound, Your Cross;Complainant.will ever”pray; 3 o

etco - : : . ’ ' ‘U(f:;f: e

v v— . . e

NTLEY HITE
Y & COUNSHLLOR AT LAW ..
ITIANSBURG, VIRGINIA .
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1 I, Bentley Hite, Attorney at Law, Christiansburg,

i Virginia, hereby certify that ] have this the 27th day of

E “April 1973, mailed a copy of this Answer, Hesponeive Pleadings.
‘and Cross Bill to W. R. L. Craft, Jr. of Craft & McGhee, |
Attorneys at Law, Chrietiansburgo Virginia, Counsel for
James I, Brooker. """

. - /' (// ? 7 L

: Bentley(

b Attorney

3 Christiang rg, VA

10
INTLEY HITE

NEY & COUNSELLOR AT (AW
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BONNIE J. BROOKER

. Windsor Hills Apartments

- 908 South Main Street

JAMES E. BROOKER

V.

610 Ascot
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

ANSWER AND RESPONSIVE
PLEADINGS TO CROSS-BILL

and

BONNIE J. BROOKER
V.
JAMES E. BROOKER

Blacksburg, Virginia 24060
TO THE HONORABLE W, §, JORDAN, JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Comes now James E. Brooker, respondent in said Crees-Bill
and in answer and response to the Cross-Bill filed against him in this cause

answers and says as follows, to-wit:

I
Jarﬁes E. Broéker, the respondent to said Cross-Bill, admits
the allegation in aaid Paragraph 1 wherein it is alleged that he is a retired '\
Chief Pétty Officeri of the United States Navy and by reason of said retirement

receives certain income as a retired Chief Petty Officer but he denies all

othér allegations as alleged in said paragraph.

u
Your cross-respondent, James E, Brooker, denjee the
allegations in said vCroés-Bill a8 set forth in Paragraph 2 wherein the
cross-e_:o:"nplainant'alle ges misconduct, xieglect and wrongdoing; and does

[

deny each and every allegation therein that would entitle the cross-complain-

11
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ant to th§ relief prayed for.
Now having fully answered said Cross-Bill, your crbs--relpdn-
" dent prays to Bg hence dismissed with hll costs. N
©%w o And in duty bound, your c:i'ou-roa'ptmdent will ever pray, etec..
| JAMES E, BROOKER

i

S S M / h t"/ﬁ ;]
Pl
Of Counsel S
Craft & McGhee
Attorneys at Law
Christiansburg, Virginia

o o . - vz
I, William R, L. Craft, Jr., hereby certify that I have this 3o

day of &x‘j‘ ‘—\/k . » 1973, mailed a copy of the foregoing

. . T ) v

Answer and Responsive Pleadings to Cross-Bill to Bentley Hite, Attorney
at Law, Christiansburg, Virginia, Counsel for Bonnie J. Brooker.

e

y) Y e /]m
Yl f N oy 7S
William R. L. Craft, Jr.

.

12




JAMES E. BROOKER

.

V.

AMENDED BILL OF COME LA INT

BONNIE J. BROOKER
908 South Main Street

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
‘ )
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060 )

TO THE HONORABLE W. S. JORDAN, JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your complainant would respectfully show unto the Court that
the original bill of complaint filed in this cause allegeé facts upon which the
complainant_nought a divorce from the respondent on the grounds of desertion
and that your complainant would respectfully amend said original bill of

complaint as follows, 'to-ﬁit:

I

Your complainant respectfully adopts. the allegations set forth
in the original bill of complaint and in addition thereto, would supplement
Pnragriiph VII of said bill of coﬁmpltint as follows, to-wit:

That your Complainant and' the respondent have lived -eparatg
and apart without any cohabitation and without interruption for more tha_a
two (2) years, last having lived together as husband and wife oﬁ November 1,
1971, and that by reason of said two (2) year separation, your complainant
is entitled to a divorce from the respondent from the bonds of matrimony as
specifically prévided for in Paragraph 20-91 of the Code of Virginia of 1950
as- amended; and,

WHEREFORE, your complainant prays that he be granted a
disorce from the respondent on the grounds that they have lived separate aad

apart without any cohabitation and withaut interruption for a period of two (2)

>

13
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. years since November 1, l97l} 'a_ndj;_th_atﬁs‘u:_i‘-q- Court will so order and decres.

‘. . JAMESE. BROOKER

G . o T

PN ‘ o . Of Counsel

‘_ " . _.Attorneys at Law B . . e S 4)
» \i‘ .,.'l : . Pc Ou Box 240 ’ . . -‘..;_.,: Pt . . . w ¥
=7 Christisnsburg, Virginia 24073 -

‘* 5

,,,,,

CERTIFICATE

I, wnuiin R. L. Craft, J-x‘..(, hereby certify that I have this

dayof , 1974 delivered a copy of the foregolng Amendod mn

.«,3

s S j.{ef Comphint to Bentley Hite, Attorney at. &w, Chrisuansburg, Virginia. -

Counsel vfor- Bonnie J. Brooker.

Pt

William R. L. Craft, Jr.

- #
UL X N
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‘ VIRGINIA: 1IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

' .JAMzs E. BROOKER, Complainant

: ’ “"u&‘y’ P ) . .
P | ANSWER AND RESPONS IVE
; ' | PLEAD INGS
| | , | TO AMENDED BILL OF
~BONNIE J, BROOKER, Defendant  COMPLA INT

INTLEY HITE
EY & COUHSEUOR AT LAW
\ISTEANSBURG, VIRGINIA

o above_named amended chancery matter now pending in the Circuit
Y
"

' husband leed a bill of divorcement against her on April 10,

. 3 1973;: that an Anawer was filed therein; that deposxtions havc

Your respondent, Bonnie J. Brooker, comes now
and files this her Answer and Responsive Pleadxngs in the
i _ : .
Court of Montgomery County, Virginia, and would show unto Your
1 Honor as follows: | |
; -
4

1. Your reepondent would show that her said

s

been taken and filed herein; and that this matter should be i

& Fa judged.on its merits.
= l“:‘m‘« i Do L
g L - 2. Your respondent admits that she and her said
.8‘ A husband have lived sepatate and apart without cohabitation
. y 'l “
S ~ ﬁ;'/q‘w and without interruption for more than two (2) years; but ¢
-~ 1 Y b )
ﬂfyL, '& " would show that her said husband on November 1, 1971, willfully,
n

Al deliberately and without just cause ,0F excuse deserted and

abandoned her and her two infant.ch;%dren, namely, Margery Jean
Brooker, born June 23, 1956, and Rosémary Althea Brooker, born
January 31, 19627 and that he has not returned to live with
them and has not been supporting them in the manner in keeping

I

; with his state and station in life.’ .

15 o
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INTLEY HITE

I6Y & COUNSELLOR AT LW 5

ISTIANSWRG VIRGINIA

s

2. Your respondent would show unto Your Honor

K-"

that ‘on the afternoon of November 1, 1971 her said husband
. came home in an upset and mad condition; that he, without
‘a

any provocation whatsoever became enraged at your respondent,

grabbed her by the throat choked her, and threatened to kill

her, and would have probably chcked her to death if it had not .

been for the intervention of their two”sons, who pulled him

off of your respondent; that he had on numerous occasions
before Leat and abhsed.her} threatening to kill your respondent

and forcing her to live under such conditions that it had

‘”bxoknn her health and spxrxt and had necessitated treatment
Cat St "Alban's Hospital, Radford, Virginia, for a nervous

. condition created by the conduct of her said husbandf

- 3. Your respondent would show unto Your Honor

‘that nhe .18 afraiq of her said husband afraid that he will

do hex aenous bodily harm and prays that she may be granted
an absoluto divorce from ner said husband on the grounés of
one year p;ecedxng the ;nstitution of this suit,

B 4. &modr respondent would further show unto Your
Honor that_her said husband has a rotirement income from the
United States Navy in excess of $650.00 per month; that he

is now working for a Pulaski Hospital, Pulaski, Virginia, and

"is regoiving approximatoly $700.00 a month, making a total of

approximately $1,300. 00 pex month, but has only been paying
your respondent and infant children approximately $300.00 per
month, which is not sufficient under the circumstances.

e

-

16



NTLEY HITE

¥ & COUNSELLOR AT LAW

STIANSBURG, VIRGINIA

5. Your respondent would further show unto

Your Honor that she is now working, but that she is not sure

"how long she will be physically able to maintain her job, and

that she has Rosemary, who is now 12 years of age, with hex,

to maintain and support.

THEREFORE, your respondent prays that she may

' be granted a divorce from the bonds of matrimony from her said

husband on the grounds of desertion, which has existed for
more than one year, és alleged in her Cross-Bill and supported
by evidence filed therein, and that Your Honor will direct
that her said husband pay her a reasonable sum for alimony
and supéort for herself and infant daughters, and a reasonable
sum £§t her attorney of record.

Now, having fully answered the said amended Bill
of Comﬁiaint as fully as she is hdvised it is necessary, prays
thét said amended Bill may be dismissed, and that she may be

SE
granted a divorce on. .the grounds of desertion, and that she

may have 211 furthex relief as her case may require.

And, she will ever pray, etc.

Respectfully submitted,

Ben 1ey .q
Attortney a
Christia sburg, VA 24073

177
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[ORIRY

JAMES E. BROOKER )
' )
_ ) - _
' )  DECREE
. . ) )
o )
BONNIE J, BROOKER )

This cause came on t'hig day to be heard upon the original bill
of complaint; upon the answer and responsive pleaaings and cross~bill; upon
the answer and fequnsive .ple'a.&ings to the cross-bill; upon the amended bill
of complaint filed by fhe complainant; upoﬁ the banswer and responsive plead-
ings to the émen&ed bill of complaint; upon the notice to take depositions |
lawfully ségved upon counsel for t'he rvespondent; upon depositions taken on

“behalf of the complaiﬁant on September 21, 1973, and on April 11, 1975,
and filed he‘rein;. and upon the depositions taken on behalf of the respondent |
on Jaﬁuary 3, 1974, and filed herein; and was argued byrcounsel.

In consideration of all of which, and it appearring unto the

- Court from all the evidence, independently of the admissions of either party

hereto, in the pleadings or otherwise, that the parties hereto were lawfully

mari‘ie‘d‘ on September 8, 1947, in Wayne, Michigan; that they have been

Hactual bona fide residents of the State of Virginia and have been domiciled

in and residents of Montgomery County, Virginia, for more than one (1)
year next pi‘eceding the institution éf this suit; that both parties hereto are
mernbers of tiie Caucasian race; that neither 6f the parties hereto are now
nor have they Béen a member of the active armed forces of the United States
for nin'e;v".tx:'y (90"'). days next preceding the institution of this suit.

It appearing unto the Court that the complainant and the

18




oAbt &

e

A e s £+ s ¢t

respondent last cohabited together as husband and wife in Montgornéry County,
Virginia;', én November 1, 1971; and that said compiainant an& the respondént
have lived separate and apart véithout cohabitation and without interruption.
¢ince Névember 1;, 1971; therefore, the Court is of the opinioﬁ that @he
.c_:omplainant is enﬁtle‘d to a divorce from the bonds of ma..trimony from the
1"e»’spondent on the amev’nded bill of cbfnplaint on th‘e grounds that the complain-
ant and the re spondent have lived separate and apart without cohabitation and
withougg,interruption for a p‘eriodbof more than two (2) years, to-wit: Novembe
1, 1971.: and the COurvt doth, ﬁherefore, ADJUDGE, ORDER and DECREE

that James E. Brooker be, énd he is hereby awarded a divorce a vinculo
ma’crimon’ii (from the bonds ofv matrimony)bfrom the said Bonnié J. Brooker
on the grounds that .they'have lived separate and apart continuously a.nd. without

_interruption since November 1, 1971, as specifically provided for in Para-

|| between the parties be, and the same is hereby, DISSOLVED. -

i  The Court is of the opinion that Bonnie J. Brooker is not
entitled to the relief prayed fdr in 'hér Cross=~Bill, and it is ADJUDGED, |
_ORDERED and DECREED that éaid Cross-Bill be, and the same is hereby,
DISMISSED. "

It appearing unto the Court that there Vt;ere five (5) children
born of said marriagé, to~wit: Cynthia Anne Brooker, born January 31,
1951; James Edwin Brooker, Jr., born May 25, 1952; Stephen Charles
Brookér, born January 11, 1954; Margery Jean Brooker, born June 23, 1956
and Rosemary Althea Brooke f, born January 31, 1962; and tﬁa.t only Rosemar}
Althea Brooker is non a minor and is presently in the custody of Bonnie J.

.Brdoker who appears to be the proper person to have custody of said infant

child; therefore, it is ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that custody of

graph 20-91 of the Code of Virginia of 1950 as amended; and that the marri’ag’féb
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Rosemary Althea Brooker be, and it is hereby awarded unto Bonnie J.
Brooker, subject to the r1ght of the complainant to visit with said chlld and
have said child vis_it with him at reasonable times and places.

It is ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that James E.

Brooker pay unto Bonnie J. Brooker the sum of $300.00 per month beginning _

on the 6th day of Ja.huéury, .1976, for the support and ma.intena;n_ce of the infant
child, plus $250.00 to Bentley Hite for her‘ attorney's fee.

.It is further ORDERED that.pursuant to Virginia Code Section
20-~79(c) all further matters pertaining to custody, visitation and support of -
the infaﬁt child are transferréd to the Montgomery County Juvenilé and
Domestic Relations District Court for the enforcement of the decrees of this '
Court. The fbllowihg information is furnishéd relative to the parties:

Complainant

Full name: James E. Brooker

Mailing address: F=9 Apartment Heights Drive, Blacksburg, Va. 24060

Address of place of abode: F=-9 Apartment Heights Drive, Blacksburg, Va.

Address of place of work or business: Pulaski Community Hospital,
Pulaski, Virginia

Resgondent

Full name: Bonnie J. Brooker
Mailing address: 610 Ascot Lane, Blacksburg, Va. 24060
Address of place of abode: 610 Ascot Lane, Blacksburg, Va. 24060
Address of place of work or business: Self-employed, Court Reporter,
Box 311-B, Route 1, Blacksburg, Va.

The Clerk of this Court is hereby directed to forthwith
transmit a certified copy of this decree to the Cle rk of the Montgomery
County Juvenile and Dome stic Relations District Court.

It appearing unto the Court that there is nothing further

remaining to be done in this cause, it is ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
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DECREED that it be stricken from the docket but subject to the right of
either party hereto to have the same reinstated only for the ﬁirpoée of
further ‘érders as may be aut'hbriied in r‘efe.r_en‘ce to custody and support
payﬁent-s for the iﬁfa,nt child.

¥

I ask for tfus Decree.

7 //ﬁ/ O’ZéV(

Counsel for Jamés E. ooker

I have seen 5115 DecreeM /L@%\/@/K/{%.ﬁ%' %’C/’W

N ._
L S~ f 7»—""’"‘” {1y U5 ER— -
Vs -""”/"' 7(/%/ =

Enter this Decree on this the é" day

of / | ) S 1976.

o e

=
= K D
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SENTLEY HITE
RNEYA couugsu.,on ATLAW
RIH’IANIDUIG VlRGlNlA

VIRGINIA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT MONTGOMERY COUNTY
" JAMES E. BROOKER, Complainant )
vs. )
BONNIE J. BROOKER, Respondent ) NOTICE OF APPEAL
AND | 'y AMND ASSIGNMENTS QF
BONNIE J. BROOKER, Cross Complainant ) ERROR
ve. | )
. JAMBS E. BROOKER, Cross Respondent )

TO:

THE HONORABLE J, B, MYERS, JR., CLERK OF THE SAID COURT:

Respondent and Cross-Complainant
the final order of which

Bonnie J. Brooker,
in the above styled suit for divorce,

was entered on the 6th day of January, 1976, hereby gives Notice
of Appeal from the final order entered on the 6th day of Jhnuary
1976, and assigns as error the following:

1) The Court 'erred in entering a decree undexr the

provisions of Code Section 20-91 (a) herein on the 6th day of

ERTURE
L

January, 1976 without awarding alﬂmony to the wife. )

j_2) The Court erred in entering this decree since |

there wa;ino evidence of record that rhe misconduct or fault of
the wife caused the separation, and hence there was no showing -
of*the cause of the separation. ’ o -?1;

3) The Court erred in granting the decree. without h

awarding alimony to the wife since the Chancellor did not prc-f

"dicate the divorce on the wife's fault or misconduct._

¥

4) The Court erred in.granting a "no-fault decree”

to the husband, and denying the wife'éiimony without finding ‘
that the wife was at fault in deserting her husband or“guilti?*

-of misconduct that would support a decree against her, -

22
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AT 4 §

biad

BENTLEY HITE
SRNEY & COUNSELLOR AT LAW
HRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA

,vthe huaband is not relieved of his obligationa to support his

Virginia do hereby certify that I have this the 4th day of ?¢'

| of Montgomery County, virginia

* 5) The Court erred in entering said decree since

wife unlesa it be shown that the leparation was caused by hor.rﬂi
.fault or misconduct which the Court failed to. do in llid decroc.
6) The Court erred in failing to aecertaxn or deter-
mine the husband's financial ability to support his said wife
orﬁto.ascertain or determine the wife's needs for support.
)

case hereafter in thié_cause if so advised.

The appellant will file other incidents of the

Reapectfully submitted
BONNIE e B"'KER o

o
4

— S wwm e GmM e s G e e
e

o I, Bentley Hite, Attorney at Law, Christianaburg,
Februazy, 1976, prior to the filing of the Notice of Appoal
and Aseignments of Error with the Clerk of the circuit cOutt
mailed a true copy of same

to william R. L. Craft, Jr., P. 0. Box 240, Chriatianaburg,

Vitginiu of Counsel ‘to James E. ' Brooker . : : - ""5

Attorney a
rChristians urg, va 24073
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JAMES E, BROOKER

. to be read on behalf of Jnheu E. Brooker in that certain divorce/sule as

S whereln Jamaa E. Brooker is the complainant and Bonnie J. Brooker h ma‘“d

T f‘?upondont.

)
) K
) o "
~ v. ) DEPOSITIONS . \
| ) |
- _ ) /
. BONNIE J. BROOKER ) ’
The depositions of James E. Brooker et al taken in the
law offices of Craft & McGhee at 12 South Franklin Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia, at 2100 o'clock p.m. on September 21, 1973, which depositions are

styled above now pending in the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Virm

yA 't
1

.‘-

PRESENT: Jamu E. Brooker . in person and by Heary

A. Whitchur-t. of counul. Bonnie J ‘) B'raa’ker in person and by Bentley Hite.

of counaal. e

" i James E. Brooker, a wﬁtneu of lawful age, aftoer ﬂrst e

.cibeing dnly sworn, deposes and aaya' : -
& .

Tow HENRY A. WHITEHURST: -
Q. What i; your full name? | o
AL I'm J’ames E. Brooker. i : SR |
Q. What !e your wife's fuu name?
As ABonnie Jean Brooker. | : ' ' o o
Q. Wheu were yo;iz‘r‘na.x:vried‘? ‘ o
A. In Wayne, Michigan, on the 8th of September, 1947. .

Q. 'Where do you now live, sir?

A. 1live at F-9, Apartment Meights Drive, Blacksburg, Virginia.
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A,
Q.
A.

Q.

Q.
A.

Q.

‘Where does your wife live?

610 Ascot Lane, Biacksburg, Yirginia.

Howmny chudreh were born of this marriag‘e’}

Five (5). |

What are the'ir names and ages ?

Cynthia Anne Brooker wae menty-two (22); James Edwin Brooker,. Jr.
was twenty-one (21); Stephen Charles Brooker who was nineteen (19); . |
and Marger’y Jean Brooker who is seventeen (17); Rosemary Althea
Brooker who is eleven (ll).

Where do the infant children of this marriage now reside?

The infant chﬂdren reside at 610 Ascot Lane. o

Have you been a resident of and a domiciliary in Montgomery County.

e

ergmu. for more than one (1) year next preceding the institution of thtu

'snit ?

I have.

Has your wife been a resident of and a domicumry in Montgomery County.

Virginia. for more than one (l) year next praceding the institution of thl

suit?

Yes.

Are you the complainant in this divorce suit?

Iam.,

Have you o;- your wife been members of the armed forces of the United

States within ninety (90) days next preceding the institution of this suit?

No. | | :
. s .

Are you and your wife members of the white Caucasian race?

Yes.

. i fsii‘a--- '
Where did you and your wife last cohabit together as man and T

25



Q. 1s that Virginia?

‘A. She had to....

. We wish to object to. the quastion just before that.

= e
A - - e e s .
o
PN

. county?

Montgomery County.

-

A. Yes. .

Q. Wha't__dnte did yoﬁr wife remove herself from the residence vou last shared \

as man end wife? .~

A. I believe this was 1 November, 1971.

Q. Has your wife returned to live with you since lﬁovembar. 1971, as man o \

and wife?

 BENTLEY HITE: . —
"When did she withdraw \
|
|
|

herself?" is s leading question and we object to it.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

On wh&g_grounda. counsel, I'm sorry.

BENTLEY HITE:

It is a feading queation and we object.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

In what way wasg it leading, counsel?

BENTLEY HITE:

You said, "When did she withdraw herself?". He hadn't said she withdrew

heroelf. (To secretary) Read it for us please.

SECRETARY:
Whatd&mdid ybur wife remove berself from the residence you last shm"oﬁd'“

" as man and wife?

BENTLEY HITE:

it's s 1eadlng question. Objection.
26
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Q.

-~

Q.

‘A,

Q.

Q.

B I N

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

‘Note the esxce ‘ption.

Has your'wifo returned to live with you since 1 November, 1971 as man

‘and wife?

She had...She returned to the apa rtment that I had, ves, because ehe had
to and so did the children.
What causes or provocation did you give your wife to ab¥ndon and desert

~

you?

' I wasn't managing my affairs or her affairs in the same manner, or the

manner that she felt was suitable to her state in life. This was the
explanation that she gave me.
What kind of home had you provided yOuvr wife during the marriage?

Well, most of my married life was spent in the United States Navy and

‘we occupied naval‘ housing in most cases; and i was the Chief Petty

Officer, P-8, and we §ve’re provided a brand new four (4) bedroom apaft-
ment in Norfolk, fully furnished, all utilities paid.

Are “you.aeking the Court to grant you & complete divorce from the bonds
of matrlmony?

lam.

.What was your occupation for most of the time that you and your wife
lived together?

{ was in the United States Navy.

_tn your Bill of Complaint, ybu allege that during the last several yeé:o
your wife had done many acts wﬁich caused you much anguish. Is ébat a
true statement? | | | |
It te.

All right. Iem handing you a péper and would ask you to identify thie

27
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papor, please sir.

This is a summeons for mé to apﬁear in the Montgomefy Court over here
fromv'Seara, Roabué.k and Company, to answer a claim for a back sum of

$263.42. This is another one for a subpoena or a summons to appear in

the same court for a sum of $150.00...$157.80 to Simpkins Ofil and Coal |,

Company. This is one from Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company
to appear in thia ‘court to answer to a backcharge of $62.33 for ouf tele-
phone bill that was...the phone was put in our house against rdy bettef
judgment.

In whose names were these acc0untb initially taken out?

Jax(nea E. Brooker.

Did you take out these accounts?

"No,

'Who took out these accounts?

My wife.

Was this after she left you on 1 November of 717

No. The C & P Ielephone bill was. ..the phone was put in before she
left H-5, Apartment H-5.

What objactions did you make to her at the time the phone was put in?
I told her we couldnjt afford it.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

All right, if I may counsel, I would like to enter these as Exhibit No. 1 if you

would so mark them please.

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibit 1)

Q. Did thess summona' and warrants cause you much anguish and grief and

A,

~ worry?

That's right.
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Mr. Brooker, I'm handing you another packet of documents. Would you

please identify them for the Court? Just identify them.

O. K. Thials an electricebill, a back dus electric bill, for the aparhneﬁf'

at 610 Aecot Lane in the amount of $64. 98, final warning with an attached

note from my wife indicating that she has no money to pay'thle.' Natice

that the bill is in her name.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Would you ploase mark this as Exhibit No. 2.

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibit 2)

Q. Did these dunning latters and warnings cause you much anguish and griof?

A.
Q.

A,

A great deal,

What payments did you make on thia?

That bill there sﬁows that I made the payment on thatcon a specified date,
it's written out on the check...on the.stub.

Mr, Brooker, iI'm handing you another packet of documents. Would you

please identify those? Just ideatify them so thet I can show them to

counsel.

This one from a collsction service in Roanoke, Virginia. .It re!er:ib
an account that my wife opened at Rice's Fashion Corner in Norfolk and
the amount that they are interested in here is $42.76. Here ie another
one from a collection agency in Roanoke from Norfolk sgain, this thing
is in my name and they are taliling about the same account in this case.

it's another dun on a different date. Here's a letter from Bice‘c Fashion

Corner, Norlolk,' Virginia, which I received on 16 October 72, again,

demanding payment on this account. And again, Rice's Fashion Corner '

more duns, And more letters from Rice's Fashion Corner.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
29
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Please enter this aa Exhibit No. 3.

Q.
Q.
Al
Q.
A,
Q.
A,

Q.

A,

A,

" (Entored as Coinplahmnt'e Exhibit 3)

Did you open these accounts ?

1 did not.

Did you approve of these accounts ?
No.

Did they cause you anguish?

| They did,

Did they worry you conatantlf?

When I started réceivlng letters like that, it definitely worried me.

!;m hanﬂing you another packet of documents, sir. Would you please
identify them?

These lottors are from Sears, Roebuck and Company referring to our
aceount being behind and so forth, that partvi'cﬁlar ono is and ] have
statementa here...phonograms wﬁich are little things that they send you
aayiaé that we have a Balsnce of $304.00 and there was $65.00....

BENTLEY HITE:

Hoew mueh was that?

Mr. Brooker: What's that?

My, Hite: Dollara...how much?

Mr. Brooker: On this one, it's $304.23. This ia dated March 9th, 1972, and

it's to Mr. James Brooker.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Please mark this as Exhibit Number 4, if you would.

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibit 4)

Q.

A,

Mr. Brooker, who originally took out this account at Sears and Roebuck?

What is the amount? 3047
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A,

A,

Yos sir,
This was an account that woe openéd. .niy wife had this account on the

revolving charge. We had no money at Christmastime. The only way

‘that we could obtain any gifts for the children was to utilize this account

of hers.

Is it still current and owing?

It {s paid off.

Who paid it off?

Idid,

At the time that the purchases were made, what was your response to
theno purchases ?’

In this case, this was a Christmas shopping thing, There was no other

. way in the world .to get Christmeas funds. So, I went down with my wife

and we opened it. It was an obligation that I have accepted and I did pay
off.
Mp. Brooker, I'm handing you another pack of documents. Would you

please identify them, sir? Just merecly identify them so I can show them

_to counsal.

This ie an electric utility bill from the V, P.l. for $50.00 addroessed to
James E, Broolier for 908 South Main Street.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Would you mark that as Exhibit No, 57 : e

- (Entered as Complainant'e Exhibit 5)

Mz, Hits: How much ig that?

Mr. Brooker: Fifty ($30,00) Dollaxs. _ v

Q.

A,

Mr. Brooker, what is the name on this account bill?

James E. Brooker, Apartment H-5.
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Q.

A

Q.

~

A,

Q.

A.

Who took out this account?

My wife. 908 South Main Strect.

Was this during the period of time that she had removéd hgkr,z;ael‘f from
your dwelling?

That's right.

Did this bill cause you much anguieh?

Collectively, with all the other, it tore me up. This bill, incidentally,
was paid off hera.

Mi_‘. Brooker, I'm handing you another pack of documents. Would ;rou
pleasé identify them...just identify them.

This is a lotter from my wife typed up indicating her requirements to
survive as an independent unit at 908 South Main Street. The total month-
ly support requested is $357.00 and how this money is to be used {s
detailed hore and then there is a little note on the back of it indicating
that she'd provided me with a wifely invitation to return.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Mark this as the next exhibit please.

{Entered as Complainant’s Exhibit6)

Q.
A.
Q.

A,

Was this during the period that she had deserted you, Mr. Brooker?

| That's right.

What was your response to this letter setting forth her demande?

Well, at this time there .waa no official request for eupport in writing ar
anything ltke that. I was providing funde to the family to the beet of my
ability voluntar‘ily and there was no feeling on my part that any kind of

reconciliation could occur.

Mr. Brooker, I'm handing you some mores documents. Would you please
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. Bl
A. This io a letter from Virginia National Bank in Norfolk in connection with

an account that my daughter, Cynthia Anne Brooker opened and I co-signed

i :_;_J:

for her indicating that they had not received payment for several months

and that I would have to start payments,

Mr., Hitet How much is it?

Mr. Brookers It's down there at the bottom or the top somewhere.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Would you please mark this Exhibit No, 7?7

(Enterad as Complainant's Exhibit 7)

Q.

up at the placa where I was ivofking, he wanted to know what I was going

A,

Q.

A.

A,

Mr. Brooker, in connection with Exhibit No. 7, did this letter cause you

anguish and concern?

It did because before I got the letter, 1 received a visit by a gentleman

to do about this, which I wasn't even aware of that she had defaulted on
this loan and then I received this official notification.

Then thﬁ account owing was not your wife's debt?

No.

It was. .. Whose debt, Mr. Brooker?

CYntm .Ant;n Brookers,

Would you say that this letter taken with all the other evidence pre.oniod
8o {far was causing you much mental anguish?

I felt 1ike the world was caving in on me.

Mr. Broﬁker. I'm handing you another pack of 'document;. Please
identify them.

This is an overdue telephone bill from Apartment H-8 for $55.09. 1

received this after Bonnie moved to Blacksburg. I wasn't able to pay it

at the time and one of these warrants that we discussed here a few minutes
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ago was {osued. I settlad this by making two (2) $30.00 payments.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
Would you please mark this Exhibit No. 8?7
(;mred as Complainant's Exhlbit 8)
Q. Al right, sir, would you pléno identify these papere? Just identify them.
A. This is a lotter from VEPCO down in Norfolk, Virginia, mdmsmg that
_ our cutstanding balance there is $110.48,

<

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

o Would you mark this Exhibit No. 9 please? -

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibit 9)

Q. All right, Mr, Brooker, next is Exhibit No. 9. What was the substance
of the letter sent to you by VEPCO,

A. Our records show past balance of $110,48 ﬁxhtanding on your account,
We are holding a check written by Mrs. Bonnie J. Brooker in the amount
of $72, 80 which was returned to us by hor bank noted "Insufficient Funds"
snd which is tncluded in the above amount. "

Q. What was your response to this letter?

A. 1wasn't surprised about the check Hut the fact that I'owed $110.00 and
suddenly they demanded it was very upsetting.

Q. Mr; Brooker, what was the net effect of all of this and similar types of
dunning leuéra that were sent to you?

A. I think if you looked at the dates on most of these letters, you'd see they
all came at just about the time that I had left the service and was up in
Blacksburg trying to establish m&nel! in this job here which again waas not
a very well paying job and the result was that it was simply & calamity,.
I felt invaded by all these debts and duns and so forth, so I was reluctant

to move cut and extend myself until 1 was sure that I could pay all these
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Q.

Q.

. A.

Q.

A,

bills off.

Wﬁat accounts, Mr, Brooker, did yourwife put in yéﬁ’r name without your
knowledge ongce aha hed deserted you? |

Well, of course, the elsctric bill at V. P.1. that you saw theré was put in
my.nsme. " |

All ﬁght, Mr. Brooker, I'm handing you another packet of documents, siy,

would you please identify them?

" 0. K. This {s from the Clover Creamery Company in Christiansburg.

This is »lso from them, several different letters. Your account with

Clover Creamery is overdue. Flease protect your credit. The amount is

'$39.32.

Just {dentify them, Mr. Brooker.
And it's in my name,
How about the kest of them?

- They are all the samae.

Mz, Hi‘qs $39.32 that's all.,

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Would you please mark this as Exhibit Ne. 10?

(Enterod as Complainant's Exhibit 10)

Q.
A,
Q.
A,
Q.
A,

Q.

" A

Mr. Brooker; did you take out this account with the creamery?
I did not.
Who...Do you knowk‘ggg the account out?
My wife did.
Was it in your name?
Yea, it is. |
What period of time was this acc@t taken out'?

This was during the time that she had moved to 908 South Main Street, Vo
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Q.

Blacksburg,

" Mr. Brookcr. was your poaition in the Navy ever threatened by uy ol

thou acta of your wife ?

Daﬁnitely.

All right, Mr. Brooker, I'm h@dhg you a .vpacket of documents, Would
you plesse identify them sir for the counselior?

BENTLEY HITE:

Objecuon. The question is leading.

"HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Withdraw the question, Let me re-phrase it.

Q.

A,

A,
Q.

A,

What acts by your wife, Mr. Brookor; while you were in the Navy
threatenad your éoeition? \'
Well, in the Navy, the writixig of bad checks is an offence for the pcioén. .
pereonnel in the Navy and also it is a reflaction on the man himself if his
family, any momber of his family writes bad cfxccka. So, I wae faced wltﬁ
this oituation meny times.

Would you please identify this?

This here is a letter to my commanding officer.

And what is attached to the back of thig letter?

A check signed by my wifs, endorsed by her to the commlb@clxy,'

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

. Counsel, would you like to see that?

BENTLEY HITE:

Yes, I would.

'HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Plesse mark this as Exhibit No, 11,

(Entered 2s Complainant's Exhibit 11)
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Q.

A,

Q.

A.

et oo

. Mr. Brooker, what are the consequences of misconduct by naval depend-

ents on the rank and status of a pyofessional. career Navy perscan?

R jeopardises his chance:for advancement and, in mahy cases, he can be

‘discharged from the service.
How x"nan? occasions did this sort of conduct happen?

‘ , NS
Oh, 1 would have to speculats....at least, maybe 6 or 7 times. I.‘w\a:_‘_o :
called to see the commanding officer in connection with Bad checks. |
Letters that wré maliled directly to the legal officer or the commanding
officer on my ship.
Whét type of dlndplinary action was threatened against you?
Being @ Senior Petty Officer, I was told to sit down at the table there and
go ahead and write’a réaponse to these people and tell them how I intended
to repay this moﬁey. What steps I would take.
Mr, Brdoker. what is the date on this letter? Excuse me, it hasn't been
properly introduced. I withdraw that question. |
Would you piosae jdentify this document?
This is a letter from my wife dated October 9, 1967, It says, 'Just a
brief nots to let you know tﬁat I have taken care of.,..

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Counsellor, would you 1_ike to sece that?

BENTLEY HITE:

'HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Please mark that as Exhibit 11-a.

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibit 11-a)

Q. Mr. Brooker, again, what as the date on this?

A.

October 9th, 1967,
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'Qol

Q.
A.

Q.

What was the content of this letter from your wifo?

It's her explanntion as to why she had written a bad check. She claims
that she thought she had this money on her account aixd she didn't.
How many other times had this sort of thing eccurred...bad checks?"

As 1 dindicated, about 6 or 7 times.

Mr. Brooker, have any of the recent dunning letters and all threatened

your job here localiy?
Yes, they have.

BENTLEY HITE:

Objection, It ie & loading question.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Note the exception. Continue.

Q.

A.
Q.

A,

What type of threats have you had to your work as a result of these

accounts ?

I have received threats to harnishes my wages.

What type of debt was it for?

The debt wae an account with Simpkins Oil Company of Blacksburg.
Who incurred this debt? | |

My wifa.

In whose name was the debt?

James E. Brooker.

Did you conaent to this debt?

No.

What period of time did this debt occur?

This occurred during the time that she had left me and gone to 908 South

Main Street, Blz}cksburg.

Mr. Brooker, what acts has your wife ever done in aonnection with
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falsifying your name on certain documents?

" A. She slways seemed to have a tremendous insetiable desire for extra monoy

so she took it upbn hereelf to é.pply for a loan on my life i’aéufanca in rﬁy
name and aigned.‘r the application.

Q. Mr. Brooker, I'm handing you a packot of documents. Would you merely
ido;xtuy them for the récord? |

A. Theso are photo,staﬁs 'a;xd‘ 60 fo.rth of Q ioan that she took out on my 1@\
ingpurance. | |

Q. Just identify them. Counseéilor.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Would you please mark this as Exh_ibit 127

(Entered as Complainant's Exhibi¢ 12)

Q. Mr. Brooker, on Exhibit No. 12 I'm handlng you that you've already

identified, whose signature is that signed at the bottom of that dosumenf?

A, It's not my signature,

Q. Whose name is it?

A, J.amen Edwin Brooker.

Q. You say that is not youf signature?

A. It is not my signature and the amount here....

Mr. Hites What is it. Identify it.

Mr. Whitehurst: Exhibit 12,

A. The amount of this loan and the check that wae sent was $1,483,88. It |

was sent to our address. Along with this address ie my oldest daughtor'e
sddress in Norfelk, Virginia.

Q. What efforts have you made to repay this loan?

A. Thera is 20 question in the world that I can pay that loan back.

Q. What efforts has your wife made?
39
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A,

.

H

She made promises but. ..

Mr. Hitet Ididn't sce that.

Mr. Whitehursts It's the same one I showed you a minute ago.

-

. My, Hite: Ididh't get the amount.

Msr. Brooker: $1,483.00.

Q.

A,

Q.

A,

Q.
A,

Q.

What did your wife say when you confronted her with this forged note ?
You notice it was a year before I realized that I had taken out this lean

and I raceived a little nbtice that there was a considerable amount of

" interast due on a lomi that I had taken out. This was when I first became

aware of the cxistence of this loan. I confronted her with it and she asked
me to please not upset the chiidren.

Were the children ever made aware cf the fact of this transaction?

They found out abou.t it,

And you state that the loan has not been repaid?

No.

Has your wife e(m_r written letters to other persons falsely condemning

you?

 She's written one to my parents.

How many timea?

e s e e N e e et TRy £ T e e T e
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Ons (1) that I know of.
What wae the content of this letter?

Well, it was a latter that wae indicating to my parents that their sen wﬁo

a drifter and a no-good individual and that my own children were golng to |

testify againet me in court.
Were the anega‘tlons contained in that letter true?

Theyrwore not.

Where did your wife move to when she left your residence on 1 November
19717 40
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A.

Q.

Q.

A,
Q.
A.

Qc

She moved to 90.8 South Main Street, Blaci&eburg,
Is that Montgomery County, Virginia?
Uh huh.
How wae she on paying her bills at this new addreéa?
Well, 1 think_wh.at we've eéen here ifx eviéence so far would indicate that
she didn't. She felt that they were all r;xy oblig’ationé.
When did the family returr; to you?
They returned to me on the 5th of Mt;rch. 1972.
Fox‘-v.the record, .wbxxld you state some of the circumstances surrounding
this return?
As ;'ou've seen in evidence, the Sixﬁpkins Oil Com;lmzy had lost patience
since the fuel bill was co high, they told her that they would cut off the
fuel, the landlord had notified her that they wpuld esvict her from this

apartment, the official word that I receivad that this situation existed

was when my little deughter, Rosemary, came up to my door and knocked

and came in and told me that the family would have to move back in with
me, that they were going out on the strest.

Did you permit them to return?

I explained to Rosemary that it would be a very bad situation but I cer-
tainly would not stand in the way of tha family moving back in since they
had no other place to go.

When the family returned, did you condone and forgive your wife's
desertion? .

I certainly did not.

At that time, did you and your wife resurne marital cohabitation?

In the normal sense of the word, no.

What was the nature of your relationship at this point?

a1
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A.

Q.

Qo

A.
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We rérely spoke to one another. I'd come in and she would be sitting with
her back to me looking at television and I'd go get aomething to eat and go

- read a book maybe. Virtually no communication between us.

How would you characterize the relationship that existed betwsen you and

your wife from the latter part of March, 1972, through the latter pari_o!

June, 19727

A period of riding tension, threats of violence to suicide, the purchase of
a revolver which no direct thfeat was made to use it on me but...

Who purchaned the raevolver ? |

My wife purchased the revolver. I havé a revolver.

What date did you aubseéuently reamove your belengings?

1 believe it was the 26th of June.

Where had you been staying frqm time to tiﬁe prior to that?

Prior to that.

At nighttime.

You mean afterwards. Afterwards, I stayed at thc maintenance ahop

at the hospital over there for a period of about a month until I could get
a deposit on an apartmexit. | |
Mr. Brocker, you're the defendant in a crose-bill filed by your wife.

I understand that.

Have you always provided an adequate home and a standard of living.. .
adequate standard of living fdr your family?

I feel I havae,

In her Answer and Cross-Bill, your wife has charged that you '"forced her
and their four (4)' child're.n to live in a one (1) room apartment for several .
meoenths, forced the children to slecp on the floor and to live under condit-

ions that were not condusive to the! - best interest of the children'. What
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'is your responsc to that allegation?

Well, I think we should con;dér the circumstances under ‘which thia
conditlbn prevaﬂléa for mayb§ f:wo (2) weeks at the most. This was when
1 rea.'lize‘d that wa. were nét in z;ny posiéion .to a.ffcrd this house at Price's
Fork that rented for $235.00 a month plus utilitics.

What was the date?
The date of what?
Of thie allegation that you all lived in...

This was around the 23rd of August, 1971. Thies was when my wife and

. children had come up to Blacksburg for the first time to actually make &

home here,

Your wife in her Responsive Pleadings, on Page 2, charges that you
forced the family to do without and forego the eosentials of life. Now
what {8 your response to that?

This is not true.

Has your children or wife ever gone without food, clothing or shelter?
No.'

Your wife, Mr, Brooker, charges you on Page 3 of her Responsive
Plegdinﬁgn of being penurious and tight. Are you?

I ltké to pay my bilis. I have a tendency to resist incurring bills but
when I do incur them, I try to pay them and this sometimes resuits in a
certain amount of denial on my part and [ hoi)e my family's part.
What is your préaent job, air?

I'm the maintenance engineér at Pulaski Community Hospital.

What was your job during the périod of time from approximately the

latter part of the summer of 71 through, perhaps, the latter part of

June 72?'
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0. Mr. Brooker, at the time that she alloges you wera penurious, tight,

otcetoza, what, in fact, wao your overall financial situatica?

A Denperato.

Q. Mr. ﬁrooker. I'm handing you a document. Would you please merely

{dentify it?
A, Thifh is a demand by Internal Rovenue Service for money. .. taxes, back*"
taxes for the periods 1967, 68 and 70 in the amount of $652,91.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

- Would ydu pleasa enter this as Exhibit No. 14,

(Entared as Complainant's Exhibit 14)

Q. Mr. Brocker, what time of the year did this arrive... this notice of

delinquent taxes ?

A. This arrived just about the same time that my wife moved to 908 South

Main Strecet, Blackeburg.

Q. What was the cumulative effoct of this demand by IRS that you pay this

nearly $650.00 back taxes?

A, Waell, Ithink, if you notice an attached note thore from the Internal

Revenue officer which was slipped under my door when I got home from
work I found that, and it was another bombshell.

Q. At this ﬂme,’ how would you describa your family's financial situation?

A, ‘Absolutely chaotic.

BENTLEY HITE:
That{s when it became what? Chaotic?

Mr. Brocker: That'l right. ' N

Q. Mr. Brooker. since you and your wife have been living separate and a.part,
have you provided support money to her moathly?

A. Yes, Ihave. | , S

i

]
|
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‘ Q. '.Mr. Brooker, 'I'm hahding you a packet of documents. Just merely
identify them if you v.}oul&, i)lease ;lr.

'A. These are checks dating back til Novémber of 71 for monjes thﬁt I pr;:-
vided my wife. In many cases, voluntarily before.any‘written secttlement
was established.

~ BENTLEY HITE:
What's the number of this? It's not numbered here.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

@xhibit 15. It's Exhibit No. 15.

{Eptered as Complaihant'o Exhibit 15)

Since July of }972, Mr. Brlqéker what has been the net monthly support
paf;nent you have sent your wife? |

A. My wife sat downstaire in this office and we agreed wpon a sum of $360. 00.

Q. How have you been sending her that sum of money?

A, Prior t¢ her moving to Windsor Hills, I paid it directly to her. After
moving to Windsor Hills, the lease was put in my name, consequently, I
feit an obligation to pay that one separataly. It is paid out of the $300.00v.

QT“Wﬁat reasons do you the for paying the rent directly other than that?

A, Agnin, the lease is in my name and, from past experience, 1 realize that
if I didn't pay the rent, it wouldn't get paid.

Q. Mr. Brooker, what do you attribute your wife's alleged nervous trouble
s : ,

ZATH.——MPnot or present or what? The nervous. condition you are referring to?

9. Within the last few years.

A, X thlniz ah’é aharés my apprehension about our financial situation.

Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, what the total famﬂy financial

situation is today? Both yours and hers?
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“A.

A-

Q.

Q.

A.

I'm slowly paying off moet of these dobts., I'mo not familiar with what
she's doing. I never nave been.
Mr. Brooker, in'her Crose-Bill y’o{;’r wifo statos that your retiremont

income is in exceés of $600.00 a month, Is that true?

No, and I can fuinish avidence from the United States Navy to show

'e:éactly what that was. In fact, it was on my statement here, copied

directly.

Would you know of your own knowledge right offhand what approximately

your net ig?

$850.00, Net, now?

Grosae,

Gross, $550.00,

What come; out of that $550.00 before you ever get it?

Ihterml Revenue, taxes, federgl taxes, paymeqt to the Great Leakes
Credit Union of $106.00 for past bills including an automobile which now
ié almost 10 years old_, miacellavneous little things tvhat come up, plue
what we call a family progéction plan which is axi annuity type thing for
your wife in caso you dis, your wife would get a portion of your retire-
ment. This is $36.00 a month. This comes out of my gross retirement,
What would you estimate the....

Plus insurance, life insurance policy payments..premiums.

What would you estimate the net to be of your retirement pay?

At what time?

At this time period we've keen working, September of 7i through June of

72.

"I think I indicated there, it was $265.00. |

Not $600.00?
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A. 'N_o.

Q. Mr. Brooker, what exactly was your station in life when you were in the
ﬁavy? | | |

A. Iwasa Senlof Potty. ... Chief Petty Officer in the Navy.

Q. Whut was vydur family receiving as a reupit of your ranic and status in the
N;vy? .

| A. Wéll, they were -exititled to &...what we called a ﬁouaing allowance, for
my particular grade, it was $120.00. This doesn't sound like very much’
nowadays but we simply f_orfelted this for a house on the naval base. And
agsin I've emphasized it was & new house. It was fou:l(é) bedrooms,
fully furﬁlshed;. all utflities paid. |

Q. What type of an allotment waa your family entitled to as a result....

A. She received a check from the governrﬁent in which I put' a portion of my
pay and the goveinment put the reﬁt in,

Q. Thie was in addition over and above your stendard pay?

A. The part that I put in was out of my phy plus the goverament gave us a
percentage. too. Her check, I believe, was $280.00 a month. .

Q. What typs of medical and dental treatment did they receive?2

A. They received frec tmadical and de.ntal care. .

Q. What was the net effect of a transifion. oo

Mra. Brooker: Dental care was not incluc}cd.

Mr. Brooker: That's correct. I'm sorry. Imade an error here. Dental

icare was not furnished to naval dependents or any other military.

Q. Did you pay for any dental care that was necessary?

A. If it was necessary, I paid for fit.

7

’Q What was the net effact, Mr. Brooker, of a transition for a family after

ho.ving apent. .o after you having spent 20 yeares in the Navy coming ocut ho '
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\c"(vilhn life?

Flellﬁ, most men had a house and they had furniture in the housée and so

) forth. . .their fumlsh’ingb, Their house, in many caées. was paid for

after at least 20 years in service. We had nothing. We had no home. We
had no furnishings, because again the Navy provided these things. We
had no money to buy them in advance in anticipation of getting Out; When

we left the Navy, we had aﬁnolutely nothing but our suitcase and maybe a

vteievio fon set.

What fears did this cause in you as a father and one whose...

Waell, instantly we were confronted when we moved into our house in
Chesapeaks, an empty house. We went out together and tried to find beds
and things like this that we iould purchase and we realized right now tha‘
w§ couldn't do it so what we endad'up doing was renting furniture during

the time that we lived in Chesapeake, Virginia, and we did this to the

‘tune of $88.00 a month for rental furniture and I realized that someday

we were going to have to buy our own furniture and it would be a very
expenaive proposition. We would have te do it slowly. |

Did you realize what the financial burden was of coming into sivilian life?
1 definitely did. | |
Mr, Brooker, do you desire cu'atody.of' the infant chﬂdr‘an?

Yesn,

Why?

Beéau{m i feel that the youngeet bhild particularly wouldlbe under a
tremendous psychological disadvantage if she continues to live, .. ..
What is her name ag ain for the record?

Rosemary Brooker. |

And her age?
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Q.

A,

Q.
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She's cleven (11).

And your teenage girl?

That's Margery Brooker,

"And her age?

Sho's seventeen (17).

All right, Continue, sir.

The reason 1 say this {s because from prior, under prior circumstances,

my wife has threatened suicide and she's gohé to a great deal of trouble

to indicate by demonstrations how she planned to sever her wrists and so |

forth, and the child has been in sort of mortal terror of this ;hﬁppanlng.
which later on proved to be justifiéd.

Have there been occanions that the children have, in fact, heard these
threats ?

Deﬁn&tely.

Since January of 1972, has your wife expressed a desire to you for a
raconciliation?

Jiumary of 72. Ican't racall.

During the time, Mr. Brooker, that you and your family shared an aq:sa'l‘t-_=

~ ment, from March of 1972 through sometime during the month of June of

72, was reconciliation ever dlscussed? v

No.

Did reconciliation during this period seem probable?

Abesolutely not.

Why did it not seem probable?

-Aa 1 indicated before, there was no cornmunication between us at all,
What phyaical contact did you and your wife have during this period of

from March 72 through June of 727

S0
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‘None whatsoaver.

Wt-m- the reascn tf;at you é.uowed her back?

Because she had no place to go and neither did the children.

What have you tolci the children in respoct to them r;turning to you?
During this period?

And now.,

That they could anytime they wanted to.

Mr, Brooker, in your wife's Crosa-Bill, ehe states that you forced the

~ .four (4) children to eleep together in & room on the floor for a long period

A.

Q.
A.

Q.

Q.

e

of time? How long...what was the longest period that they were forced to
slcep in thie one room?

To my recollection, no more than two (2) weeks. And this waa. during an
interim period when we had tried to obtain a two (2) bedroom which was
the only thing availabla.

Were you at that time secking a larger apartment?

Definitely.

’Why didn't you rent ﬁxe house at Price's Fork?

Because it wae way beyond my means., As I said before, $235.00 a month
plus utilitiea.

What were the utilities ?

Of course, I naver moved into the place but the prior tenant had indicated
to me that in the coldest winter, he had paid something like $180-190,00

a manth for utilities, electric heaiing and so forth.

What wés the water quality standarda?

BENTLEY HITE:

Objection to what somebody told him.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Objection noted. 51
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oo Q.

Y

Q.

Q.

Q.

nfished apartmont, so I put my name on a waiting 1ist for a three (3} bed-

What was the quality of...what wao the water standard quality?

When I went into to move, nciuuliy move in, I'd made a‘depostﬁ on this
hoﬁle. I came in, the tenant was there, nﬁd I noticed a large milk en.‘
sitting in the mlddla of the kitchon floor. Iasked him, you know, what
are they doing here, and he said, "We went to Mr. Adams' house down |
the road to get this water becuase we have discovered that this water is
contaminated. We have a small child and we do ot want to take any
c&nce". He said, "We have found thag it is contaminated', He had got .
lab sémples, sent samples to the lab and they had concurred that the

watexr was contaniinaied. Mr. Adame indicated he was treating the water

- to remove this problem. Sc¢ my feeling at the time was that I would rather

sacrifice a $50, 00 deposit than move into a situstion like that. .
What happened to the $50.00 deposit?

We got it back.

Wimt ol(gi"t- were you making at this time to obtain a bigger dwelling?
SinCe.wo had no furniture and it's been my feeling...it was my feeling

then and it has always been my feeling that we would have to be in & fur-

room apartment at the University...

When did the three (3) bedrcom apartment become available ?

It became avaflable shortly before my wife...or [left the lnat ttm@.l
I

Had there been a prior occasion that a thrae (3) bedroom apartmentl

was available? |

Well, it's true I put my name on the waiting list prior to Bonnie coming

up here in Aug\m_'t of 71. | | | |
Do you consent, Mr. | Brookar, for the secretary and notary public befors -

whom you é.re giving these depositions to sign your name to them once o

o2 | o




A,

Q.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

éhoy are typed?

Yos, 1 &o.

j An@"" any queetions Mr. Hite may have.

BENTLEY HITE:
Mr. Brobkér,’_ how iong were ybu in the United States Na:vy?
'I_‘wonty‘-gix (26) years. |
And yon wore retired as a.é?O?
That's right.
What duty did you have while you were in the Navy?
I was én Interior Communications Electrician.
All the time?
Uh huh,
Wers you afloat aé any time?
Most of the time.
What type of ship?
Various tYp‘es of ships, destroyers, mine sweepors, aircraft carriers,

air ships.

‘Mr. Brooker, when were you ratired from the Navy?

Tha 4th of January, 1971.

And you retired as a CPO’?»

Vh huh.

And what was Mr pay, gross pay, at the time?

Ae I've indicated, at the time I retired, the gross retirement wes some-
thing like $550.00 gross.

Haa it been raiee'd since then?

Coat of living, right.

What ig it now?
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‘A. I'm not sure sbout the gross. But ao I've indicated in this statomeont here.

. Q. ! want ths gresa if you can.

A. I can get it for \,rou; ithink 1 have it in my car down thore but ¥ ean tell.
you what the net is. |

Q. .!ah't the ‘gro_ss' bqttér than $600.00 a month?

A. i can't answer tlipt. 1 don't know right now. This just happened, we just

" had an increase here rocently.

Q. ._You can't tell us what your bpay is now?

A. 1caniflcan refor to some documenta. and so forth. Ihave nothﬁng’ to
hldg-. |

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
Let the record ohow. that we will stipulate that his correct....
BENTLEY HITE:

will you give Mr. Whitehuret your gross retirement pay from the Navy?

A, You mun get it now or what? |

Q. No, later.

A. Yeah sure. It's amil right.

Q. Now, when you camo out of the Navy, I believe you said you had a lot of .

. debts pending.

A. That's right.

Q. Lot of debts hanging over your head and you and your wife had not boen 2
able to pu_?chue a home or any furniture because...

A. Oh, we had a few itemas.

Q. Well, most of your furniture 88 1L KNOW-as furnished by the Navy. Néw.
you cams to ‘Blacksburg from Noxfolk.

A. That's right. |

Q. At what time?

o4
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Q.

You mean when the famﬂy moved up?

No, when you first moved. |

I came h‘ére tho first of May, 1971,

And your family I beliéve. stayed in Norfolk.

They did, at Chosapaakes

Well, we consider that the oamé.

Right.

Diad yéu find employni'ent as soon as you got hore?

L did. Itried to. 1 e:;parienced considerable ﬂifficulty at that time of
the year around the firet of the yoar, January, wintertime. I eventually
took employment at tﬁe Virginia Carolina Electric Company, wholesale
company. |

And your wife ami children stayed in Ch.e'sapeako?

Thﬁt'a corzact.

The children were in school.

That's correet,

Was your wife working at that time?

Yes, she was.

And th.en did you pecure s house 80 your wife and children could come
later?

In this area here?

Yeou.

I did not secure a house. This is the point of contentien that welve been

talking about, the $235.00 houss which my wife felt was the cniy one suite

able to, she says, her station in life, 1didn't feel that cur station in life
would justify ghis particular ho_uae at that ‘ime.

Where waa it?
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A.

A.

Q.

~

Q.

Al

Where was the house?

Yes, |
In Price's Fork, Whitethotne.

Did fou get any kind of a houee for them

My wife had been qu here, selected this house, directed me to make a
deposit on it. Aftgr a greatvdeal of diicﬁsoion, I tried to convince her
that we could not afford it based on préviou debts and so forth.

That's this $265.00 one?

$233,00.

$235,00.

Right. She convinced me that this was the only thing that would make ue
happy and 18 was moro or less an ultimatum, that we either get this or
we're through whatever that meant. Ihad the small efficiency apartment
at the University that I lived in myself while I was up here and I told the
peoplé thero that I was vacating on a certaln date and I told them that I
planned to move into the Whitethorne house, Ieven went down there and
put belongings I had...put thom in the garage of the house and then when
1 found out...

That was owned by this Thomas K. Adame?

I believe that's his name. I know his name ie Adams and...

What were you to pay for that house?

$234,00 a month.

Oh, that's the one you're talking about.

That'e corraect, at Whitethorne, but I had heen evaluating the situation
on the spot at thet time, Ifound o;xt thc;se addiéionai problems, 1 decidad
that it was juat alcan of worms and, cc;naequently. 1 took the -belongingl
back, the gpartment that I had was still available, a single room cfficiency
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A.

Q.

A.

¢ cénad iny wife immediaiely; She, im turn, had already ailrrénged for the
‘Navy to pick up what belongings we had in Norfolk and ship them up here
and she was ready to come up. I weat to my l.tmdiady and aﬁked for a
!argo’r apartment agd. of coursc, there were none available, She said
she could got us one in about two (2) weoks, a two (2) bedroom, that wan
not a thrge (3) badroom, it was a two {2) bedroom énd there would be no
three (3) bedrooms for a while. I said please get me the two (2) bedroom
in the meantime, my family is coming up, My family came up and we
Jtayed there in thét officiency apartment. It is true .that the kids slept
on this thick rug; it was wall to wall carpeting, for this périod of time.
For hdw. long ? |

I would es'tirhate; two (2) weeks.

Now how many children did you have?

There were five {5), my oldest daughter was not with us.

Two (2) gitfs afxd two (2) boya?

That's corract, right.

Where did you and your wife slecep?

On the bed.

And the four (4) childron slept on the floor?

With quilts and so forth, right, sort of like a camping excursion.

And you did that two (2) weeks and then, did you make an effort during....

~ 1 think you realize that you just don't walk out and got & house, you

commit yourself tc a lease and no furniture and they are not intervested,
they want to lease you and we were not in any position to sign a lease at
that tima. I did not have a lease, even on the two (2) bedroom apartment
that we got later zon and it was furnished. They told me they didn't need a

lease on it so I folt that there I was in a position to make a decision later
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on when we found a housa that wo wanted and could move into, I was not
committad to stay therc a year.
Did you finslly find a home, get them out of there?

Well, when you say get them out of there, you'rs implying that it was a

~ slum or something. It certainly was not. This was one of the nfeagt, at

the time, it was one of the nicest apartment areas around here.

Well, did you find a home?

As we've sald, we graduated to a two (2) bedroom apartment, which,
again, was all thoy had. I had my name on the waiting list for a three (3)
and eventually tha three (3) camc around but my wife, in the meantimae,
had decided that sho had found another house owned by Mr. Adsme which
was A& iﬁcoﬁatmc‘tod barn, literally, and she was going to move into it and

sha made this clear, that ehe was going to leave and she was going into

this barn, and I said, "You're a fool u‘ you do. I will not, we're going to

" stay right here',

Where were you? Ia that two (2) room?

Two (2) room, with a threa (3) bedroom around the corner.
At that, you were still in the...

Two (2) bedroom.

In the two (2) room?

Right.

HENRY A. WHITEHURSTy

Let the record show, counscilor, he said two (2) bedroom, not two 2) room

apértmant.

AD
Q.

A,

Two (2) bedroom, right.
You had moved out of the one (1) bedroom?

Efficlency, right.
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Q.

A,

"up in a nice modern home. As it turned out, my wife reversed the entire

Rl AT L

Eificiehc‘y apartmont. And then you moved into the two (2) bedrcom

rpartment.

That's correct. H-5.

And you and your wife slept in one room and the children slept in the
othar? |

in the two (2) bedrcom? .

Yes.

That's right,

And then your wife wanted to move into another apavrtment. a larger one,

and she went down and did rent an apm?tmont from this Thomas K. Adams?

No. |

What did aim do?

She indﬂca_.ted to me that Mr. Adams had taken a barn and remodeled it
and that she wae going to move into it and what»had happened is that
apparently someone else was numb’ér one on 'tho. list and they decided to
take this place and 8o she lost out. In the meantime, my Mady vcame
to me and wanted to know if I wanted that three (3) bedroom apartment
now. And I said I'm sorry but my wife is not going to stay here and,

consequently, I can't take it. So, she let anothor man have it and my

wife came to me about two (2) days later and said that...what are the

chances of getting a three (3) bedroom apartment Bere. and I said abso-
lutely nil now because I told the laﬁdlady that we were not going to want
it.

Had you made any other effort to get an 5par'tment?

Well, one 'eftqrtl at a time, A three (3) bedroom and then, sort of, in ou‘rv

status in lifs, I had a feeling might climb, eventually, might evea end

59




e
-

Q.
A.
A.

Q.

Q.

o e e s e monne e Ly

situation. She went downhill, the houses that she rented were acmny
the oldast houses ix'xl Chrintianabur‘g and Blackéﬁurg, virtual slums,
Sho QVideﬁﬂy considered those houses better than having your two (2)
daughters and your own 6ons.. .. |
.Well, thin is where w‘er:havo a tromondquo difference of copinion...
.s'lea'ping in one room. | |
as to ivhae constitutes a &ocept home.

What's thét?

This is where, she and 1, have a tremendous difference of opinion as to
what constitutes a decent home.

Well, do you think forcing two (2) young ladies end twe (2) young geatle~
men io sleep in the same room constitutes a home?

I don't feel that there was any incestous relations going on ‘or sanything
like thai. |

1 didn't sdythére were but ie that youxl {dea of furnishing them a decent
‘home? |

Thie is...we're talking about continuous planning here. I felt that this
was all we could do in that emergency at that 'parﬂcular time and it was
a damn emergéncy. |

Why do you call it an emergency?

The altermtive was to go out and live in a motel or something an.c_} paying
maybe $15.00 o day and I couldn't do that. |

wall...

Since I knew I was goihg to get a two (2) bedroom apartment. sceee

At that time, were you,. ..

a couple of wee:ke later, well, hang in there, and we did,

~ Well, were you actually trying to get another apartment?
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Putting your name on a walting list for a furnished two (2) bedroom apart-
menf {s cioﬁn’ltely trying.

Did you go out and seek other apa'rtmehts?

Did I go out? I went cut with mfr wifo, yeah, we went out didn't we.
?dh;io? Tho ono that I looked @} was absolutely outr#geous.

Dida't she go cut necarly every day trying to find an apartment?

Yeah, she went out. Right. |

" And you....

I went to work. -

Went to work. While you were working, your wife was trying to secure
an apartmeont?

She was out.,

Now, how long wae it before you found another apartment?

She found her own at 908 South Main Street.

When was that, do you know?

Thie was around the 1st of November, 1972,

727

No, ‘?l. sorry.

And did you move into that apartmént?

1 did not move into that apartment. We discussed this very carefully.
She eﬁplnlned to me that this was it; that ohe was leaving and the kids
were going with her.

At that time, you were &tiil Mving in the two (2).....

Two (2) bedroom apartment, fully furnished, right, with utilities that we
could afford. |

Did you agree for her to move into this apartmenc wust she'd found?

I definitely did not agreo. I was not even conaﬁlted. She went cut and got
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this place on har own.

Do you remember the day that she moved into the apartment?

- I remember the day she left my apartment..

What date was that?

I would '_p@c‘u!ata, the 1at of November, I'm not sure about ie.

72 | |

71, right.

And she and the children moved into this new apartment that she had soev

I wouldn't even call it new, It was a rathole.

It was an apariment that she had got?

Yeah, a houso is.‘ what shé got.

How many bedrooms does it fxnvc;?

It had so many rooms that...there were closets that could be used fo¥
rooms And the floor looked like the roller ééaseér down at Lakeutde'. the
plumbing stunk, backed up, overflowed on the fleor, the refrigerator did
not work, but she solvad this problem by buying a new refrigerator and

putting it {n the house which was very shrewd and brilliant,

You must havoe known something about the house. I thought you said you

<

didn't go with them.

I did not go with them is correct.,l might have pas eed by thoe thing.

Just went over and inspected it? |

1 did not inepect it. She'd slready signed the gease.

How do you know that tho plumbing was Bad' and the thing stunk? ‘ N
Becsuse { went in it. | |
And did you try te help her clean it up?

No, I did not.
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A.

Q.

Q.

A,

The childzen approved of it dida't thoy?

Because of thelr ages, they thought they really had something,

‘That's right. They were tickled to death with what.....

Until they found out what they'd gotten into.

For the first ﬂmé in their lives, they t»:oldl you that they had a home that
they thé&ght. cese |

Underscore tha word thought. Because of their immature ages, they
didn't know what they were getting into.

But they were happy with what they were getting?

No, you can't say 5.thaxt. Happiness means a....

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

I object to the questicn, counsellor. It's calling for a conclusion outside of

the acopé of Mr. Brooker's knowledge.

BENTLEY HITE:

Mz, Brooker is on ¢ross-examination and he can have his own conclusions

leadlng questions,

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

I'm not objecting ¢o leading quaestions.

Q,

A,

Mr, Brooker, weren't your children, to your knowledge, happy with the

house that your wife had moved them into?

‘Ah happy, there again we get to this wbrd, I*don't feel that they were

happy.

You want to equivocate on the word happy. They weren't happy where

they were living wers they?

- They trueted their father. They felt that he was reelly trying to establish

a path 8o that we could eventually regain our balance finahcla!ly and so

forth, ‘ 63




Q.

A.

Q.

A,

~ I'm sorry, couneelior, I didn't hear your question.

He stayed in the apartment until I believe it waa May and then he moved out

.~ in June.

you didn't force ihem. -

You mean they....you had moved out of the apartment.... .

They evidehtly. trusted their mother didn't they? They went with her.
Again, they did. tbat'l tr;.\e. k They trusted their mother nnﬁ to their
8Orrow laiar én. yes. |

That's your opinion, isn't {t?

It's fr\'ié. Juat like what. constitutes happiness.

They wé‘ﬁt with their mother vnluntiarily,v she didn't force. them to go uid h

Théy were shepherdad info ihe car and left, right. T
And how long did they live in this home?

’ghéy. a8 wo sai{! befdre., they came back to my anaitment. the apar_tmeng /

~ L T : _ _
at H5, University. on the 5th of Margch, 19727

No.

You'd moved out of the two (2) room apartment ?

No, I had not.

You hgd not.

Two (2) bedroom we're talking about.

Two (2) bedroom. And you stayed there by yourself. ....
That's correct.

until May of 72, is that right?

May of 72...it was more like June 76th when I actually left thers.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

BENTLEY HITE:
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Q.'.

D edy YN
G R

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

A,

Q.

*.Mr, Brooker: No, I was thare all the time in ihié apariment, all during the

period um she lived at 908 South Main Streat, I was there. Idid not move.

That's right. And then they left 908 South Mata Street.
That's right and came back on the 5th of March.

That's right, the 5th of March and you stayed until. ... = _

the 26th of Juns.

You lived thore with them in the two (2) room apértment untilﬁfhe 26th
June, 19727? |

Uh huh., ’

How many cnildren wero there at that time?

Well, there were, let's see Steve, Margie, Rosie and Jimmy was there
for a while until he went into the aervice.

ngl, he didn't go into the pervice until after you left and went away, did
nt

That's correct.

:i‘hat'a right. So thare were four (4) children and the wife and you makes
six (6) in those two (2) rooms from March until. ..., -

Rigiﬁt, and what was my response then to try to get a three (3) bedro6m -
aﬁartment?

What's that?

My response was try to get a thres (3) bedroom apu-tment.‘

But they did live in there from March 72 until you left in June 72...the
26th of June, 72. you moved out? |

I was expelled, yeah.

BN

What do you mean by byou were expelled? ™ ‘

Well, ws wera...we had our last confrontation and Iwas told to make it
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Q.

A,

A,

Q.

and I did make it.

- What 4o you mean by make it?

~ '
Leavaes -

Who told you to leave?
My darling wife.
What did ehe do to force you out, expell you as you say?

1 came home one particular night, I believe I wes with Steve, I'm not

sure about this but he wes in the houscc and ehe was in the hallway, which '

was & very narrow hallway going to the back bedrooms and it was obvious!

that this was it. She had her claws extended and told me that I was a son
of a bitch and that 1 was going to get out of the apartment.
Now, Mr. Brooker, why would she use language like that?

This is characteristic of my wife regardless of whether the children are

around or not.

And what kind of language did you reply?
I tried to be careful with my language in front of the children,
Have you always been careful of your lenguage in front of the children?

I have. Right.

And what were you discussing when sho used the language you just qumd‘; ’

here? e

i

I don't know what precipitated , but as I've indicated before, there was o '

a continual buildup of tension betweon us. And here was & phyaical

block of Bonaie in the passageway or corridor and she made it cloar she -

wasn't going to let me by to go to my badroom.
You had...you slept in ona room and ghe and tha children slept inee, .

No, there wasn't that many bedrooms.
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- A

Q.

Q.

Q.

A,

Q.

What's that?
There weren't that many bedroomas.

Well, wherae did you sjcap?

i | siept in...we'll call it the master bedrobm.

And the four (4) children slept in the other room?
Well, one of them slept on tha sofa i the front room.
She didn't hit you that night or..,.

Well, this is..the only reason she didn't claw my eyes out is that I

grabbed hor wrists,

" And did you hit her?

I did not hit her,

What did you do when you grabbed her wrists ?

Tried to restrain her from pulling my hair, ‘grabbing me by the throat
and in the 'procefaa we tumbled over a bed and Stéve separated us,
Sﬁg did. what?

Steve, my son who was in the apartment, separated us.

. When he did that, you had her down choking her didn't you?/ -

This is absolutely not true. She was on top of me and I think you will .

agree that if she wae on top of me, I would be at a tremendouse disadvan.

tage,

'Dida’t your sons. . .both of them. ..

The;.*a was not but one son in the aparmlx.ent.

pull you off and pﬁsh you... |

1 tbix!k hs tried to relieve the prossure on ine by getting my wife off.of
me,

How many times had you and your wife had violent fighting before your

children?
6’7




Q.

A,

A,

Q.

Oh, that would be hard to enumerate. When we came in close physical
contact é_nd that sort of thing? I would say maybe two (2) or thrae (3)
times in the cuursu of our absoéiation.v

Well, after you moved here to Blacksburg, how many times had you

’acll:ually g‘rabbed her hands, taken ahold of her?

This was the only time.

That was the only time. At any time, did you ever strike har or kick her?
No, she...one time, tried to kick me ;and upset herself and landed on the
floor and acquired a few bruises.

Of course you didn't touch her, she just fell down?

" No, Iblocked her kick but,.,.

What'e that?

I blocked her kick.

She just fell down and made bruises on her and you didn't, ..

She did because the floor she landed oh was o parquet floor at the naval
housing project., |

All those bruisos she had on her and sh&wed to the children'_a:.gg other _ _
people, you didn't put... shé just foll down and made bruibeﬁ‘

That‘s- probably true., She ‘bruises very easily.

How many times did she fall down and make bruises on her?

This is tho only incident I know of and thia was down on the naval houaing

project.

AT _ .
(1. . Did you ever threaten your wife that you were going to have her put in an

institution?
I never did. I never questioned her sanity.

Was she. ..I belleve she did receive treatment over at King's Sanitarium.
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‘A
Q.
-

Q.

Q.
A,

Q.

Q.

A,

Q.

-46-

King".a ?.
or St. Alban's, we call it King's.
8he did, right.
And‘wh‘at was th#t for?
Attemptad suicide, I believe.
Did yo{i go OVerito see the doctor?
1 definitely did.
How many tHimes ?
I made a formal approach...appointment to see the doctor, Dr. Scott, 1
beiieve his name was, and Dr. Scott, when I did go in there would not talk
to me, would not tell me the condition of my wife or anything. |
Did you go back anymore?
1 took the children back, yes. Ialso talked to, I guess it was the dlrector"
over there about th.is aitu#tion and he inquired By telephone with Dr. Scott
as to why I couldn't see my...or taik to him about my wife's condition and
. he claimed there was a legal sihation apd I could not do this.
Didn't the doctor tell you that you were responsible for her condition
and the way you treated her-ma. e
Dr. Scott did not tell mo anything. He would not talk to me. He would
not meet with me in the lobby or énything.
Did any of them over there tell you that her condition and nervous con-

dition was due to your treatment of your wife?

HENRY A, WHITERURST:

I object to that quostion as being self-serving,

A.

Q.

Nobody over there discussed her condition with mae,

Nobody.
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Q.
A.

Q.

Q.
A,
Q.

A,

A,

How many months wae that ?

No ome. Not oven an orderly or anyone.

‘Did you see your wife? How leng did she stay there?

She stayed thore until about the first of March of 73.

She went in around the first of February., |
Did yo;;-oo your wife any other time?

She cams out on what théy call leave.

I mean did yo‘:u‘aee her at King;s?

I never saw her. Isaw her walking on the grounds with the children. 1
took them over to visit her.

Now, I belleve you and your wifa....ret's get the date that you last movc&

out of the he\ue, two (2) room, two (2) bedroom houee, what date was thtt?

‘Again, I say to the best of my knowledge, it was on tho 26th of Juna.

722 : ' . -

Yes, |

And that's the dats that you and she had the fight, physical fight, and m: |

son parted you?

That's right.

Where have you been living since?

From there I want to the, as I said the maintenance building at the .
.;!,._,,

hospital and atayed there for approximately a month and then ! moved inm

the efficiency apa.rtment at the University, E-12. ' ‘“‘"" « -

Where has your wife and children lived? '_ : e v ‘

She left the two (2) bedroom apartment, I think it was a month oy two (3)

afterwards, September, I believe, and went to Christiansburg to a muaeumv

plece down here. - e
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‘ Q.

Q.

A,

Did you visit them while they ware living here in Christiansbutg?

1did. | |

How mny occasions ?

Every chance I could. 1 usuzlly came by every evening and...even {f 1

didn't ga in I... the children came out and we talked and went out and had

~ some supper and did various things.

Q.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

A,

Now, you have not lived with them since the‘n. haven't lived as man and
wife ? f
That's correct.

Where is she living....Where is she and her children living now?

She's living at 610 Ascot Lane which...an apartment whichll contracted
for juat prior to her ieaving St. Alban's.

You rent it. You rented it.

I pay the rent there. Right.

The rent...I believe it's leased in your name?

That'es correct.

The record shows that you and your wife had a property settlement. Do

you remember the date of that?

You mean the ag‘reamant for $300,007 N &
Yes.

1 believe it was in August sometime of 72.

August, 72, and where did you have that...where wae that?

Down here in Mr. Craft's office. o o b

Was your wife represented by an attorney at that time?
Mr. Winder.

I believe they agreed upon $300.00...
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Q.

A,

f ebject to the vuetdions as béing argumentative.
Q.

A,

Q.
A
Q.
A,
Q.
A,
Q.

A,

Q.

. 1 pay the rent portion of this to the landlady over there at Windsor Hm-

That's correci.
in August, 72, Have you been paying that?
I hava. _

To whom?

and the uddiuonal amount gooa to my wife except for my 17 year old
daughter when she went to Norfolk, she ‘needed funds down there and this
r?xonoy was diverted to her down there.

You haven't beeh paying your wife then have you?

I'm -i;ppotting my...I'm paying the support that is supposed to be peid.
Well, the agreement was that the $300.00 was to be paid to your wife.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Angwsr.the question. Isn't that true?

I explained to you how I paid this money.

Well. |

As rentand I expiained to you why I paid the rent.
Doesn't the agreement show that.... | e
But, the ballgame changed when she went to St. Alban's,

But the agreement didn't change.

She got the equivalent of $300.00.

That wasn't the pbint You.es.

I'm not going to pay $300.00 to 2 woman that's in St. Alban's and I was
S’untiﬁed in this belief because imno diately aftor she left, what bawoned

thay had her down here for bad checks again.

Your agreement was to pay your wife $300,00 a month. Is that true?’
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A, Unless ;mttuaﬁon arosé which did arise where she went to St. Alban's, I
had to get her out of that aﬁartment down thai'e.

Q. Mr. ‘Brooker, the agresment shows that you ware to pay. .. this agreoment

| between you and your wiie; ces
HMENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Counsel, are you going to enter that in evidence?

Q. That you were to pay her $200.00.,.0r $300.00 & month. You admit that
you haven't paid her the $300.00 but been paying her part of it?

- Ae No, 1 paid fbr theiéuppore of my family, 1 pay $300.00, let's put it that

way. |

Q. How much did you pay your daughter in Norfolk?

A. The Salanée that was due her, which I believe was somewhere in the
nelg’hborﬁood of $25.00. |

Q. The balance due whom?

A, My daughter for her support. She had to li.ve down there, she couldn't

~ infringe upon the hoepitality of strangers and so forth.

Q. You haven't said anything in the agreeinent about paying your dsughtor
anything.

A. She's one of my children.

Q. Well, you didn't....

A. And we are certainly dividing this up porportionately.

Q. According towhose idea?

A. That's the way I look at it

Q. Yeah.

A. I'm the guy that's paying it. | ~_f§'f h

Q. Well, mn.ybeb your wife didn't lock at it that way. | |
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T A
Q.

A

Obviously she didn‘t, like a iot of :other thing’s.

So you h’av‘en'é paid her the $300, 00 ac you contracted to do?

That is your coanclusion, I have checks to show you exactly what I've paid.
No, it ian't my conclusion, It's what you said.

I have checks to prove exactly what I paid.

Well, what you paid, but you' haven't paid your wife.

1 provided the support that L.....

Well, tha-t'vs in your opini_o’n.

agree& up.

But the contract said to pay your wife.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

Agéin, I object.

A,

in St. Alban's, sure.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Again, 1 object.

BENTLEY HITE:

Object all you wish to. We are going to get to the bottom of it.

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:

You are calling for conclusions of law. This is a hearﬁxg for facts. We are

not asking for conclusions of law.

BENTLEY HITE:

I'm asking for the facts, what he paid and he's given his conclusions.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Counsel, he's answered your question a dozen times.

Q.

A.

How long... What did you pay her this last month?

{ think my checks will show that I paid her $100.00 plus I paid the rent .
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A
a
A,

Q.

A.

at Thé Windsor Hillé Apartménte plus Simpkina Oil, I made payments on
Simpkins Oil.

What was that last?

Simpkins Ofl and Coal which you ére .going to hear a lot of.

What did you send your daughter in Norfolk?

My daughter was not in Norfolk. -

'Woll,v wherever she was.

She's here in Blacksburg.

What did you give her?

Some new clothes and things like this.

‘So you admit yo(_; paid fér August; you iaaid your wife $100.00 and thea

paid some bills

Wh_ich billa that were acquired by my wife and this is necessary.

Well, you can put in any oxplanation you want it but I want the facts and

know what you did.

AndI fold you.

You can put your interpretation om it.
I told you what I did.

What did you pay in July?

July was the month I believe that my daughter was in Norfolk and Ido - |

not hava the checks in my fingertips at this moment but I can.. .. |
Well, what do you think you paid her?

I think I paid the rent again, $168.50. I think that I gave her nppro:d.matéﬁy
$100,00 and I paid the difference to my daughter down in Norfolk.

And that yet is not in keeping with the contract you have?

i do not agree on that at all.
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A,
Q.

A,

Q.

A.

A,

Q.

A.

A.

Q.

Now, what did you pay in June?
Oh, come on, 1 j\'iat dontt have these...l have checks.
But you didn't pay your wifc $300.00.

From puit experionca, X know what happm‘m to money that 1 give my wife,

Mr. Brooker. fen't the whole. ...isn't this w‘xole thing on the fact that

you and your Wife, both of you, haven't been able to live within your income

This is perfectly cbvious.

That's. .. your statoment of the reason you left your wife. .. fifteen (15)
different reasons and they are every one based on the fact that she spent
too n‘mcvh money. Is that true?

She was running her own life. We were not operating as man and wife or
husband and wife.

Well, you were...you ran yours didn't yoﬁ?

I was just the...I tried to...I tried to keep the family afloat. .

‘Wasn't she ¢trying too?

Wé.s she trying? Wel}, ifI....

Who found a home for them? You put them in one (1) room.

You know why I put them in one (1) room. I just told you,

Yes, you did.

You don't accept the reason but i'.m éelling you why 1 did it.

Well, you put thern in one (1) room and kept them in a two (2) roOMeeeee
I Wantéd them to stay down in Norfolk until we could get a home but »o,
they had to be....She initiated the move by the Navy.

She got out.... |

Puu}:ed a button and there it was.

She got out and got them a decent place to live,
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Q.

A.

Q.

Sho g'ot-é place to put them.

She got a place...Ihad a place to put them too, whether you say it's

adegquate or not is hnﬂmterial. I say that the place she moved inte was
ébﬁolutely a rathole. |

X khov}‘ what the children said about it,

Wéll. let's find out what they say.

Well, we will.

Good, absolutely,

You inferred that she didn't look after them, she was the one that got theni

out and got them where they were happy and pleasant.

1 didn't {nfor that; maybe you did, I did not, We were discuasing happi-

ness & few minutes ago., We never arrived at any conclusion as to what

e

term,.. determh-ne‘vs happiness.

Now, you have stated the whole basis for your leaving the house, Isn't
that true?

Have I? I wonder.

Well, what was it?

Extreme mestal cruelty possibly, I heard you talk sbout that. Have you
ever tried to live with a woman that will not speak to you; whé indicates
by every gesture that you do not exiat in her "7,

'

Did you epesk to her?

e ———

We made efforts to. | ﬁ L el

Didn't she write you at least four (4) letters asking you to come back?

s

And you think I would come back to that situation.

Didnft she ask you to come back?

"0

, 1dissgres. That house was not decent. I would not have moved in there.
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“. A,
Q.

A,

Q.

Q.

A,

A.

Q.

Wifely invitations.

Didn't she write to you?

I'm a.. ..in ofher wo.r‘da, 1‘ve ruined everything and now I need you back
here to pick up the pileces,

Didn't she write you and ask you to come back?

I've got notes here in my collection that say wifely invitation extended and
here is what wa need to do, we have to pay the following irnmodhtoly or
we're going té get it. .

DAdn't e¢he ask...have the children to Seg you to come back?

She had the children to come to my apartmant and tell me that they ware
going to be thrown out on the street if I dida't let them come back.

Didn't she have one, at least one neighbor and probably two to try to become
reconcilad with you, get you back?

Neighbors? 1 don't know what you are talking about.

Didn't. .. . When Mr. W!ndei was representing her, didn't he try to get
yc'm‘ to come back? |

Never. He never talked to me about reconciliation.

Well, .your ¢hildren have. haven't they?

No., “ |

Youf wifa has.

My children feel strongly that the beet thing for this marrisge is to sever
all relationships. |

Your wife has tried to get back with you hasn't ghe?

In what irespect?

In all respects. .

Financially, she probably neceds me very desperatealy.

-~ g



“ Q. Yﬁs. Well, hasn't she erléd to get back with you?

A. No. No formal gesture or anythirg like this.

d.' .You deny that she has written you lettere?

A, No. 1 do not deny that but what is a 1gtter. you know, she's inviting me to
step back ’intb the rat's noxt.b

Q. Well, y'ou don't deny that she has written you on several occasiong?

| A. Ido not deny this, Not several ‘occaéions, I have one (1) letter that 1 can
produce showing this frame of mind on her part.

Q. .Well. suppose she produced coples of others?

A. 1have never written her a letter.

Q. Coples of lstters she's written,

A. Well, if she can, gfeat. it dossn't mean I received them.

Q. When you first startad out ﬁere, you said that you didn't cpégk with ﬁer.
saﬁd:we didn't speak..... |

A. 1esald Qve had no communication with one anoﬁxer. which reans speaking,

wri}:ing notea to each other or anything like this.

Q. You said you didn't. ..a we didn't speak, |

A. Communication, right. Thare is a lot of communication that's done by
lifting an eyebrow or a sneer.

Q. Now, I notice that at lenst seven (7) of thoss bills, I think I got it right,
maybe more, wera made back in 1966, 67, 68 and 69. You were in the
Nav'jly then.

A. That's correct. “

Q. Living with your wife. Wby would you bring them up at thia late dahu aitor
you've lived with her several years éia;e then?' y |

A. Because the point we're meking here, Ithink, is that our situation was
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5 desperats before we even left the Névy. I was fully aware of this.
Q. You kept on living with hes.
A, .I was, certainly, yeah., You know, what has it been; twgnty-fivé; twénty."
six years, fau just don't. . . until Q’ou are exti-em'ely pmvokcd.
i '_ Q. But theaia‘.ar'e.. .these are the facts t.hat‘ ﬁu relied on hera, 'fold your
atﬁomy that there iz a basis for your asking for a divorce.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
I object to that question. Your queationéie p}n-zwoz‘:do cee
| BENTLEY HITE:
Get his objection., Cet his ijection down. I want the Court to read it, Cet it
| down_ what he said,
| HENRY A, WHITEHURST:
You are esking for a conclusion.
| BENTLEY HITE:
Put down he objected to mine becaﬁse. .. go ahead and state it.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
My ijection to the queécion is you are calling for a conclusion on the part of
Mpr, Brooker na 2o what existed in my mind when I drew the Bill of Complaint.
There ia no foundation for such a question. There is no way that he can answer
the quaatAivon. coungellor, |
Q; All >rivght, what wae .your answer to it?
A. What was the question?
Q. (To aecret’ary) kead the question please.
Secretaryj.' Thaeso are the facts that you ra‘iied on here, told your attomieyl
that there was a basis for your asking for a dﬂmrce. | v !

4

Q. That's right. The facts that you've related hore were the basis you told .
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your attornsy for gemng this divorce.
HENRY A, WHITEHURST:
*Aéa’fn. what Mr. Brooker told me ia an attorney-client privilggc. cos |
BENTLEY HITE: | -

H your Honor pleé,se. ... Teke thias objection. I object to thé attorncy for the

éom?lainaﬁt constantly trying to protect his client from éross-exami.nation.

b+ ia.unfair and hc: shoﬁld not do it. He should be permitted to answer these

questions and I'm: going to ask them until he does without the interference of

Mr. Whitehurst.

A. O. K. We've been dealing with pleces of paper, bille sent to me and so
forth. Now, mssociatod along with these is an extreme emount of mental
anguish that no ona has discussed hare, we're not talking about a -imﬂa_:
thit existed in 8 vacuum, there are human beings involved here and there
10 s great deal of. ..not only on the part of my wife but myself as well.

Q. Don't you think your wife had anxious moments too?

A. 1didn't deny that. She demonstrated how anxious her moments were.

Q, 8o anxla\iﬂ that it caused her to have a nervous breakdown.

A, .Poasibly and I might have had one and not boen aware of. it. I've been
extremely upset. It didn't come to the point whore I had to go to a houplﬁl
or anything but I have been very ups.et.

Q. But thesa papers that you submitied here, as you call them, which we have
been talking about, is the basis of all your trouble, wasa't it? Just couldrt
iive within your income. |

A. Why do you aay.that? Why couldn't 1 live within my income?

Q. Well, why couldn't you?

A. You make the judgment there, it's perfectly obvious. You pay $28,00 @
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A,

Q.

Al

Q.

'inonth to Haiwaifan Fruit Company or Househdkd Fingnce Compaay,

Montgomery Warde and what's there left for food and housing and so forth,

' particulax‘ly a $235.00 a month house.

Well,

These psople do...are not ignored, thgy want definite payments on timae,
‘These billa thet were made, one bill you admit wee made here and you
endorsed for your daughter.

The Christmas loan from Secars, corraect. That's the onef

Thesa ave the bills on which you base your ailegations. cae

We are not allegating anything. We are saying that our financial situation
was 80 bad in nn:respects that I felt that we would proceed very cautiously
in this new life that we woere trying to establish once I was out of the
aerfice. This was my basio and, agsain, we must tis in tho mental

anguish to go along with it.

Do you suppose your wife had any mental angulsh?

Well, maybe, maybo not, she was a civilian and she pretty well wae
established in hor job as a legal secretary or whatever it might be. 1

got out of service and I'm establishing a new careor supposedly in civilian
iifo and as n result, there were s great deal of uncertﬁinties and I felt
that 1 should rproceed very cautiously.

Now, you got out with an honorable discharge, retired?

Which I worked very hard for,

That's right. You said at one point in your dire.ct examination that your
wife's conduct had an effect on your naval career.

Right, I said fhat.

It didn't interfere with your rctirement?
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Q.

{ wonder why. 1wonder why it's happen_ad, in spite of wh#t my wife did.
Well, it didn't have.....

Bécause 1 had an outstanding career in thé ‘serv'ice.

Evidently it didn't affect it at all, maybe it hélped yoﬁ.

Helpeci me. How do you figure it ivzould help me? It jeopardized my
career. |

Whyddid it jeopardize it?

Because they made it clear to me, what the hell is wrong, if you can't
handle your wife.v

Well, it seems like you handled her pretty well when you had her down in
the bedroom and your son had to get you off of her. That was handling
her pretty nicely.

That'a a stupid remark and you are supposed to be a lawyer,

I'1 take care of the stupid remarks but.....It locked like you were
handling her pretty well in my opinion.

She's certainly not an abuséd. silver-winged angel.

You are getting f:hia retirement from the Navy, full benefits....

Full benefits, what do you mean by that, that's a very vague terms.

Full benefits. |

What am I getting, full benefite, They are charging me income tax on
my retirement. This is like everyone pays but that is not sacrosanct,
on this retirement pay, I pay federal tax; I pay insurance out of it. What
am I getting? You say medical treatment and all this. The nearest
medical.. rrdliba;ry medical facility ig in, probably, Morfolk or....

You are gatung;reﬂrement of better than $600., 00, |

That's your as s’umption..
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Q.
A.
Q.

A,

A.
Q.

A.

Q.

A.

‘Well, you bring your bill...retirement receipt.

I cortainly wiil,

1 happgn to havoe a schedule énd 1 happeri to know what you retived at.
Are you ratired youx-sclf? |

Yes, I am,

What grade ?.

Commander.

Oh, is that right.

I happen to know what you retired at. And you tzake out a hundred and some

- dollars, I didn't get the amount here, to pay on a policy...I mean to pay

on a note that you had,
$106.00,
What was that note for?

To the Great L.akes Credit Union, niinoia.

Whafgg&}s that note for?

it's been g0 long. It's been a debt that's existed for so long and been
renewed. Originally, it was for an automobila and then it was for survival,
pay off somebody and.... | |

It was money that you borrowed for....

The last time it was borgoWod for Internal Revenue, so this inflated it

back up to $2,700. 00.

You _glrst borrowed it to Buy an automobile.,

I think my wife was with me when we.dyid this back there, a loag time #go %,;% :
when I firat repox;tad in Great Lakes. |
And you bought it and that's what this $100.00 is for.

That's right. This way, this debt will be eventually paid off.
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Q.
Al

Q.

A.

‘And you get, of course, your medical expenses, you still get those?

Do 1?
Well, don't you.
How do you figure it? If I go to the doctor, I pay for it.

I know. But you get your medical ekpensea in the naval hospital.

KX could get there, yeah, which is up in this part of the country pretty

impossibls.

" You and your wife haven't lived together since the 26th of June, 1972, and

that was the day you left the apartment.

" The¥ day that I wascexpaelled.

What?
'I{hq day I was expelled. 1have an ash tray that was thrown at me to

punctuate this.

Who threw it at you? Your son or your wife?

The lady over there.

Was that when you had her down on the floor and aftar- she got up?

No, No, this was as I wase walking out the door.

That was after she got up? |

She was up long before that. The only reason she was down is because
she lost her balance and I happened to be under her.

Lost her balance and you happened to grab ahold of her arm.

Yeah, and if you had been in my position, you would have held her arma
too...her wriats., Otherwise, you would have had stripes on your face
like a tigsr right |naw.

You were holding her wrists and she fell on you?

| That's exactly what happened.
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Q. That's all. Stand ascide.

- HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Ihave a fow ré-dlcht questione,

Q. ' Just to clarify some points, Mr. Brooker. When your family firsg
arrived in Montgome:;y County, Virginia, what was the nature of the
apartment that you first océupied? |

“A. That was the efficiency apartment.

Q. ﬁeacribe the apaftme’nvt.} |

A; Well, it wae a large single room with a bed in it,

BENTLEY HITE;

I'm going to objoct to:tha.t. We went over it in direct examination, He has no

right to repeat it, Ask a different question. |

A. Idon't believe I physically described the room, did I if thﬁt'a what you\
want, | |

_HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

Note the .e'xception. Flease ansvirer the question,

Q. Was it furnished?

A. Yes, it was,

Q. How long did you stay in this apartment?

A. Are we talking about Apartment G-3? "Two (2) weeks approximately..

Q. Where did you next live?

A. We moved to Apartment H-5, which was a two (2) bedroom apartment,

Q. Was it furnished?

A. It certainly was, fully

Q. Is there a swimming pool at this apartment complex?

A. Yes, there was, The apartment was air conditioned, carpeted.
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Q. The ofier of raconciliation you receiveéd in a letter Irom your wuo. weoues
was the time frame for this letter?
A. IYI -beii'éve it was when she lived at 908 South Mein Street.
Q. After she had removed herseif from your apartment?
A, -That;a'_correct. 1 was to join her there.
Q. Did you consent to this?
A. Idid,pot.
Q. Did youvcondoné. it?
A. 1did nof.
Q. When did they return to your apartment?
A. About the fifth of March.
| Q. Did you resume marital cohabitation on this date?
A, We did not.
BENTLEY HITE:
Put another objection in there. He's repeating the very same questions he
asked bafore.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
Flease note the exception.
Q. In your Bill of Complaint, you sued your wife for divorce on what grounds
Mr. Brooker?
A, Extreme mental anguish basically.
HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
Counsel, I'm going to tender the pleadings in this matter. I think Mr.
Brookef is unfamiliar and I would like té: incorporate this by reference, the |
pleadlngs.

Q. In Paragraph 7 in Mr. Brooker's Bill of Complaint, incorporated by
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~refer;n§). Mr\ Bro‘oke;;-. you state that without just cause, regson or
provocatio.xi,v you\x}'ﬁvife willfully deserted and a;bandéfxmd ven Ty that & :
correct statament? |
That's corr.ect.
’i_‘ha.t's all th'a que’silbn’a I heve. No, one more question.
What was the date of this abandonment and desertion?
'Tﬁia was on 1 N0vembgr i971.
That's all the quastions I have.
BENTLEY HITE:
1 November 71 or 2?
It was 71 when shg firat left.
Shen she first left?
Th’af‘a correct. She left me. N
Then you went back and you lived together in the s;me house?
Wa aidn't go anywhere, she came back to me.
In the samoe apartment, right,
And that was the two (2) bedroom apartment?
Thag‘é corract, The same one that she had left. | ¥
Did you sleep in the same bed? |
Negative. We dici not. We had twin beds.

But you slept in the same rocom from March 72 until June 26&5. 72, And

vk,

‘that's the time that you left because she called you a vile name?

Nb. No, that isn't true and you know that. I mean, we talked about thia.
We talked about,..did we talk about the revolver that she had which

again was not...no actual threats were made against me but it is kind of
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Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

upéo;ing to sleep in the same room with someone who has a pistol under
tholr mattreas. The threats of suicide on ber part. The thfe‘ato of taking
phenobarbital and finding her dead in th§ bed the next mérning. Thrests |
made to me und to the children, |
When were those threats made?

D’uriné thin period when she came back to Apartment H.5,

In March 72 until June 26th? |

That's correct.

That'a m.

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

OCne mors question.

Q.

A

Was there any resumption of phystéhl marital cohabitation?

There was not.

. Ihad better rephrase that question. Was there any resumption of physical

_marital cohabitation from March of 72 through June of 727

There was not.

(And further this deponent saith not.)

JAMES E. BROOKER

By

Sacretary

Margery Jean Brooker, a witness of lawful age, after first

being 8uly sworn, deposes and says:

HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
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A,

Q.

A,

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

A

Qn

Q.

A.

What is your full name?

‘Margery Jean Brocker.
And how old are you, Miss Brooker?

Seventeen (17).

And.'wl‘xat year in school are yoﬁ?
Senior. |
And where are you a stgdent?
Blacksburg High School.

What is your present addrass?
610 Ascot Lane.

What face are your par_eﬁts?
Caucasian.,

Have either of your parents besn members of the armed forces of the

United States within ninaty (90) days next praceding the institution of this

divorce suit? within a period of ninsty (90) days prior to the date this
suit was brought...that the suit was brought, I believe, 1973,
No.

Have your fatha'r and mother been residents of and domiciliaries in

Montgomery County, Virginia, for more than one (1) year next preceding

the institution of this suit?

Yeos.

Who}e does your father now work?
Pulaski Hoapital..

And where does your mother now work?
Continuing Education Center.

And what does she de?
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Q.

She's a secretary.

Where does your father reside? What town?

, - Blacksburg.

And your mother?

Blacksburg.

In what county in Virginia did they last cohabit as man and wife? |
Montgomery. | |

Misa Brooker, what occurred on the first of November, 19717

You will have to refresh fny memory, I don't remember the date.

Do you remember what date you and your brothers and sisters moved to
908 South Main Street, about what time of year? |

It was ﬁbout October. . . the end of October or boginning of November.
1971° |

Yeah.

- And you statod you moved to 908 South Main Street, Blacksburg, Virginia?

Yeah.
Did youi' fathar move there with you?

No. »
» , % mfl*“
What occurred on or about the latter part of March, 19727

ad »
o

Is that When we movad out? We moved out...we were g‘olng to be avicted. -

my mother told me gso wo had to mova, go back to the apartment.
What did your father do when you were forced to movs out of 908 8ontb
Main Street?

He let us come back to the apartment.

When the family returned to your father's apartment, did he and yous i

R

mother resume a normal married relationship?
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oA

"

Q.

- A,

Q.

Q.

Q.

A,

I don't think so.

On what date, approximataiy. did he subsequently leave?

1 dén't know,

Just eppreximntely.

I don't ovon know what monﬂx it wa.é.

Would it be in the early part of tfxe summer of 197‘2?

Yeah, I guess it was about then.

Do you know why he left?

They were just. .. ﬁveren't: gotting along.

Since the carly part of tho summer 1972, have your father and mether

—~

resumed marital cohabitation? N

No.

Are they now living separately?

Yes..

Do you believe a reconciliation is possible?

I don't think so.

Miss Brooker, has ymir fathor ever falled to provide you with food, clothing
and shelter? |

No. In cne form or ancther, we've always had it,

What was your father's occupation prior to retirement eand you moved to

‘Blacksburg, Virginia?

While we were still iiving in Norfolk? He worked at Carolina.
What did he do prior to that time?

He w@a in the service...in the Navy.

Wae he a career Navy man?

Yeah,
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A,

Q.

Q.

A,

A,

A,

ac

Do ybu know what the etate of the family's financial affairs were when you

first moved to Blacksburg?

Pretty bad.

Do you know why they were bad?

Wéll. I just knewvthat neither one of them had any monay. I guees that's

what it was.

What was the nature of the dwelling shared by ths family when you first

moved to Blacksburg?

Dad in an efficieancy apartment.

How long doos yoi.nr memary Vteu you féu_-étayéd in Mth1>s .a‘!}ieie-ncy ;pnrt-
“ment? |
As I recollect, it was about three (3) weeks to & month, something like
that; it wasn't any longer than that.

Were you aware ot that time of your father's efforts to obtain larger

housing?

Yeah, he said he had applied for 2 two (2) bedroom, I think.

It wae G-3 and, lot me sece there's Jimmy, Steve, Rosle, I and Mom and

Did you subsequently. ...Did your family subsequently move to a two (2)

. bedroom apartment?

Yen,

Were you aware of his efforta to obtain an even larger apartment?

Yeah, I was with him when he went for the three (3).

You wore with him?

Yeah, I was there,

At that time, do you remember whether he stated a despei'ata nead for this

apartmant?
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Q.

Q.

A,

Q.

Yeah, he told the lady we nseded it really bad because the other aprrtment
was too emall. |
What effect has this divorce suit had on your family?

Well, it's..you know, it's really bad. Evorybody's upset about it.

‘Do you know, of your own knowledge, why the family's been in these

straits since moving to Blacksburg?

Because of Mom and Dad, both my parents are.

Has your mother ever made threats of suicide in your prasence?
Yes.

Several occce sions?

- Uh huh.

Would you describe them, if you will, for the record?

Weli, in Christiansburg at the house, I don't remember the addrees, she
said that she was going to go and she was going to kill herself somewhere
around that house that we were going to originaily get when we x’névod’herc
on Prico's Fork Road so it would make a lasting impression on the rest
of the family and the night before she did try to commit suicide, she told
me about it.

Did you ever he;a.r her make threats of suicide in front of your youngest
aister?

Yeah, Rosie, Uh huh.

What effect has this had....Has this had a bad affect on ysur younger
oister?

Yeah. It's had >a bad effect on all of us. _ ‘ T e
Has your mother throatened rotaliation for your testifying here today?

What doss that mean? What does retaliation mean?
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BENTLEY HITE:
Leave the question. Ask her what her mother did,
HENRY A, WHITEHURST: |

I'm soti‘y. counsellor. I'll rephrase the question. Withdraw my last

question if you woul(_l.

Q. Have you ever met me prior to today?

A. Yes. |

Q. Where did you meet zﬁé?

A. At my fathar's apartment lash night,

Q. What happened subsequent to our convorsation last nighe? until today?
Describs what happened to you.

A. Well, this morning my mother and I got into a fight. She thoﬁght, I'dox;’t ,
knpw, 1 guess aﬁe thinks I'm going to lie. I told her that I wasn't and she
got upset about it. And because my older brother, Steve, was going to |
tastify. She did not want him to testify. .She wantsd him to testify for
she and her lnwVerb later on in October and I was going to leave for schoal,
I was leaving for school ahd my father picked me up and I was too upset ‘.
to go to school. You called my principal at the school and then we came
over here and we talked to you. And let me see...

Q. That's sufficient.

A, All right,

Q. What did she tell you she would do to your belongings if you teatiﬁe(tl.?

A. Well, she didn't :reany say anything. .« She just oaid that ‘

BENTLEY HITE:

She really didn't say what.

.~
P

A. She really didn't..you know, she reslily didn't come right out ard say
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.’g“i\ e

A.
Q.

A,

anything. She said something to the fact that my belongings would be out-

sids the door if something happened. I reany.don"t rezhember what it was.

. Did you receive a phone call sometime during the latter part of August

in connection with attending a hearing that was scheduled here.

Uh hu‘h.v |

What ﬁa the content of that phone call?

Well, mother called excited and asked when the thing was going to be...
the depoa@gion. . .and she called me and told me that Rosie h'ad‘told her
that it was cancelled.

That Rosie had tq_ld her it was cancelled?

Yeah, my little sister, That's how I understocd it.

Did she indicate to you how Rosie might come to have that knowledge?

f interprated it from my father...that my Dad had told Rosie.

What kind of grados do you make in achool?

! have an above C average.

How have you done in school gaenerally here in Montgomery County ?
Since I've baen living here? As far as grades go, all right, As far as
attending school, not too well.

You have had attendance problems?

Uh huh.

Why have you had attendance problom:s?

Because I just haven't wanted, you know, haven't wanted to go to schoel. k g
I told you this m&rning, 1 understand it is the law but I can't see why you
should go to school when you make passing gradén. |
Hae your Daddy ever mistreated you'é

No, never. : i
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Q Do you kaow, .of your own knowledge, why that house was not rented in
Price's Fork? _ _ _ - "
A, My father and my 'b'fother Jimmy told n‘;er thét it was becauee.. .. |

| BENTLEY HITE: |
Don't tell what 6ther pfople told you if you don't know of your own knowiédgog
' HENRY A. WHITEHURST:
This is not hearsay. It is offered merely for the purpou of showing that the
statement was made not t§ r;rove the truth of tho response.
BENTLEY HITE:
I object. If her father told her, it's hearsay.
HENRY A, WHI'I‘EHURST
It's not offsred for the purpose....Let the record show that I'm not oﬂeﬂng
the question Mrgtha«m,_rposa of proving what I asked but merely that the
statement was made.
Q. What was related to you in response to why the house in Pvrice’s Feork wae
not rented?
A. That the electricity bill would be sky high during the wintertime and
somathing wae wrong with the water.
Q. How many persons related that to you?
A. My brother, older brother, Jimmy, and my father.
| Q. But you, of your own knowledge, did notrknow that?
A. No, 1 never went to the house when that happened.
Q. What are your plans aﬁter high school?
A. To go into my clinical training in licensed practical nursing.

Q. Miss Brookér, have you ever witnessed any acts of physical violence

between your parents?
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A.

I've never been there when they've éctually started hitting each other.

1've naver been there. I've mever secn it.

Miss Brdoker. do you consent for the socretary and notary publie before
'whom you are giving these depoaitions to 'ai'gn your'name to them once

they arge typsd?

Yes, 1 do.

‘That's all I have.. Answer any questions Mr., Hite may have.

BENTLEY HITE:

Miss Brooker, were you in Norfolk some this past summer?

- Yes, I was,

I believe your lat}wr sent you some mohey down there?

Yoo, ho did.

Do ;}ou know how much he sent you?

He aent me about $15, 00 evéry 2-1/2 weeks; maybe 3 weeks,
How long did you stay down there?

I was down there for about 2 montha.

Were you working or just visiting?

I was not working. I was visiting.

Since you came back, you've been in school?

Yes., Uh huh. |

Has he given you any money since you came back?

Sta:ting about 3 weeks ago, he started giving me $5.00 a week.
$5.00 a woek ?

Yes, Uh huh.

Are you a senior this year?

Yeﬂo
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ft's unfortunate that your father and mother can't get along, but it 18

apparent that they can't.

v Uh hUhn

And your father sayse that the big trouble has been finance.

Deﬂnl.tg_ly. - | | |

Isn't that {t? lsn't that about the whole thing?

Yeah, I think so. It is financial.

I take it that neither is a !'i_néncial genius. They just don't know how to
handle money, |
That's about it.

So that has been the cause of a lot of trouble, I guess, before you came

a here wasn't it?

Yes. It's always been trouble.

Financial trouble?

Uh huh.

At one time, I believe, when ydu first came here....you have a sister,
younger sister,

Roeie.

And an older sister too. She's married and away.

Well, she's not married but she hasn't been living with us for a while.
She hasn't.

Uh huh;

So you and your sister and your two (2) brothers atayed in Blacksburg
in an efficlency apartment for how... you gaid about a month,..three (3)
weeks to a rhonth. |

Uh huh.
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" And at that time, unfortunately, you ail had to sleep in one (1) room and

on the fiocor at that.

" Yes, Uh huh.

" Then who gdt‘ the apa'rtment'é_o jm‘u cqﬁld move out? -

And you rxi'ovad into & tw'd (Z) bedroom apartment.

Uh huh.

And then you stayed there how long?

Until we moved to 208 Scuth Main Street.

Who got &hga agﬁarﬁmem on 908 South Main?

My mdthmr ronted that house.

An& the two (2) bedroom efficiency apa:x'ﬁtment.- .. two (2} bedroom apart-
ment was not big enough either was it?

No, 2ot for the farmily.

Not for twe (2) girls and two (2) boys and your father and mother?

No, it wasn't big enough.

Thms you moved to 90..whataver it is, gnd how many rooms @ere there?
Four (4). |

You girls, for tﬁe first time you had éha.t x_nuéh room and space ,. fan'e it,
since you lefv& the Navy?

Well, w; always shared a room. We've always had a four (4) bedroom
house in the Navy toco.

is thet right?

Yes, we did have a four (4) bedroom house.

So that's what you were trying to get is a four (4)...80 you would all...

so you girls could have a room and the beys have a room...
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A.

Q.

A,

Q.

Yoah, Uh huh.

Have separate roomas.

Uh huh.

agreement when you moved out? Did you have, when you moved out of

the two (2) bedrocom apartment into the four (4) bedroom epartment. Was

anything said there about....

Not that I know of, juei that my mother had asked my father to come live

with us 2and he wouldn't.

'And your mother got that room and when you moved out, what was the

She said now I have this four (4) bedreom apartment and I want us to move

there and he wouldn't move.

No, he didn't.

Did you hear, on morae than one (1) occasion, hér ask him to come?

Well, I was never there when she asked him to come down but I'm oure

she did rany times.

Well, didn't you or your younger sister kind of beg him to come on down

and live with ua?

Yeah, but I'm sure he had his reasons. I ean't think of {t now but I'm sure

he had his reasons for not coming,

I'm sure he did too but you did ask him to come?

' 1don't remember asking him to come, maybs Rosie did but I don't

remomber asking him.

There was no fuss or fight when they:moved out, nothing like deserting
each other, when you moved out of ths two (2) badroom apartment?

There wasn't any fight between us kids but, you know, Dad was kind of

surprised.

I don't think he knew about it that long, I'm not sure.
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Q.

A

ﬁs kind of surprised when we did move.

Well, ha&n't you been talking about getting a bigger dwelling, more apace?
I don't remember knowing about the house but mayboe about a weok -,nd s
half at the most. Ihadn't heard about it before that.

But you did move in and how long did you live there ?

' Six, seven months, something like that, I guess.

Then you moved over here to Christianab'urg?

Yeah. .

And then you movgd back to Blacksburg?

My father moved us to Blaci:sburg.

Your father movefd you back from Chr‘iatianaburg to Blacksburg?
Uh huh. |
Where you are liyihg now?

_Yea.h, that's right.

And that was March 1972, wasn't it?

Yeah, I'm pretty eQre.

Apnd your mother and father lived in one...slept in one (1) bedroom and

you and the children slept...you and your sister and brothers slept in

the other room?

Not in 610 Ascot Lane

Wa're getting back to the place you are living in now at Blacksburg.
Yes, where we'iive now.

That's right.

’ My fathér has naver lived there.

He's never lived there?
No.
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A,

Q.

Q.

A,
Q.

A.

FJust .bef,ore you moved to eh&t place, he says that he moved ouc&of. the :
house on the 26th of Juna.. .
Oh yeah, Uh huh. I remember that now.

Were you at home on the da} fxo' moved out? .Tha't was in June,
I don't remaomber being there when he moved out. |

You don't remember ?
I think I was out. I'm not sure, but I don't remember him acﬁially packing
up and leaving. | | |
Nothing unusual happened at thai time, did it?
Oh I'm sure they got into an argument, something h§d to have happaned
for him to leave. |
Tf:ey always got 'i'nto an ag'gument?
Yeah, they were all the time fusoing. o
But you didn't hear of anything unueual, threat to kill hlm or anything?
No, I never did.
At that time, did you know of a fight where they had each other down in

the bedroom?

* Y heard about tha.t. I wasnlt there then.

You heard about {t?
Uh huh,

Was that shortly before he moved out? ' : e
Yeah, Uh huh,
And they haven't lived together since?
No. : o , r Coe
All right. That's all. |

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:

I have a couple of re-direct for you.
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Q.

Miss Brooker, during the time that you ail lived in this one (1) room

éfﬂclency apartment, do you recollect what all of the children'e feelings

were in fogardé to lving in this place? .

~ Well, it was pretty crowded. Wa nll wanted to be in some place bigger.

What di{d you all do in the daytime?

I guess we all went out and played. Iknow we didn't stay in the apartment,

1

it wae éoo smail.

Did you ever go swimming?

Yea’h.. |

Was there a swin}ming ppol thera?
Uh huh,

I can't remomber if I asked you or not. Were you aware of yo‘uxv" fether's
efforts to acquire a larger aparﬁnent?

Yes, Uh huh, |

That's all I have.

(And further this deponcnt saith not. )

MARGERY JEAN BROOKER

By

Secretary

Staphen Charles Brooker, a witnass of lawful age, after first

A

being duly sworn, deposes and says:

Q.

A,

HENRY A, WHITEHURST:
State your full name please, Mr. Brooker,

Stephen Charles Brooker.
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Q.

Is your appearance hero today volim’&&r'y?

1 was subpoensed. to appear.

What is your apge ploase sir?

Nineteon (.19) years old. | 4

What is yéur current address?

610 Ascot Lane.

What race are your parents, Mr. Brooker?

Sir? |

What race are your par'enée?

Ckaue?aeian.

Have oifhar of your paronts been members of the armed forces of the
United Statos within ninety (90) days nest preceding the institution of this
divorce suit?

No air,

Have your father and mother beon repidents of and domiciliaries in |

Motitgomery County, Virginia, for more than one (1) year next preceding -
the institution of this suit?

I guess 6o,

In other words, weére they living in Mentgomary County, as residents,

- ofie (1) yaar prior to the time this suit was breught?

Yoo sir,

Do you know whare your father works?
Yes aiv.

Whére is that?

Pulsski Community Hc‘;apié&&

Wheére does your mother work?

|
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Continuing Education at Virginia Tech.

. Where doee'ydu‘r father pree’a‘entiy reaide?

Apartment Hoeights Road, I forget the zmmé of it.

Blackeburg?
 Yes sir.

- Montgomery County?

Uh huh.

Wh!n_‘ro does your moth’ez; live?

610 Ascot Lane, Blacksburg, Virginia.

What county did they last cohabit together as man and wife?
Montgomery County.

What occurred on or about the firt of Novémbor, 19712

On the first of November, 1971, we first came to Montgomery County,
Lot me raphrase the qﬁestion. When did you and your mother and your
brother and sintéra move to 908 South Main Stxfeet. Black’aimrg?

When did we?

Yeos.

I'm meesed up on these dates. November the first sounds right.
Would you sstimate it to be around the first of November, 19717

Yas. I was just starting echool.

And what school was that?"

thksburg ngh.School.

-And what grade in achool were you?

I was a senior that year.

. When did your mother and you and your brother and sisters return to

ym\;r father's apartment in Blacksburg?
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Qo'

Q.

I believe it was that winter - 1971 or 72"

Would you estimate it to be around the latter part of March 19727

I beliave it was halfway through the gchool vear. The only thing 1 know
is that it was halfway through the school year. | '
Did you all, in fact, return to your father's residence sometime during
that year? | |

Uh huh,

Did your father allow you te move back in with him?

Yeos sir.

When the family returnad to your father's apartment, did he and your
moather reeume, btb the best of your knbwlodge, a normal married
relationship?

To tﬁe bast of my knowledge, yes sir. /q///
On what date did he subsequently leave?

Like._i say, sir, I'm not familiar with dates.

Would you eay it was the early part of the summer 19727

Somewhere around there.

Do you know why he left?

Intolerable conditions at home. My parents weren't getting along sad it

seemed like the only way he could...the only thing left for him to do was

to leave.

Since the carly part of the summer of 1972, to the best of your knowledge,, . - )

have your parents resumed a marital cohabitation?

No sir.

De you beliave now that a reconciliation is probable or possible ?

No sir.
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2.

What was your father's career and occupation prior to the time you moved

to Blackaburg?

He was in the U, S. Navy.

Wap ha a ~careasr va"v.f wan T

Yes sir.

What type of housing did you all have in the Navy ?
Adequata housing.

Was it commensurate with your father's rank 2nd station in the Navy?

Yos sir.,

Do you know what your father's rank v;ras in the Neavy?

Chief Petty Officer, ICCS.

Do you know, of your own knowledge, what the state of the family'a
financlal affairs were when your family ﬂrst moved to Blacksburg?
Yes alr.

Would you describe them please?

Bad.

Would you describe them as chaotic?

| Yes sir.

Would you say that financial matters have been a....
problem of this marriage?
Yes. )

Entirely.

Do you remember where you lived when your family fizrst moved te

Blackaburg ?
University Motel Apartments.

How many rooms ?
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. A

A,

Q.

'Qt

Q.
A.

Q.

“housing? | | o ;

Ona (1).
Was it an officiency apartment?
Yos sair.

How long did you all remain in this efficlency apartment?

To my kmowledge, 2-1/2 to 3 woeks. - | ‘ *

Were you, at that time, aware of your father's offorts to obtain la'rger

; o
I was not aware at that time.

Are you now aware of it?

Yes sir.

B

Did you all subsequent to this stay of 2-1/2 woeks in this efficiency apart-.{ |

ment, what type of housing did you next have?

Two (2) bedroom, I beliove, apartment, in the same University Mogel,

‘What in your opinion. ... What effect, {n your opinion, has this whole

diverce suit had on the family?

Disasterous,

On the children? |
Especially on the children.
Do you kpéw why the family has been in econmic straits sinco you mqvcd |
to ﬁlacksbnrg? ‘
Mismanagement of money.

Can;d you give some examples of that?

No I can't because I have nothing to do with the financial arrangement. Ajl
I know is that the money must have been misused. ! know my parents |
mako' enough money to have a decont family life but we never had a décent |

family life and, therefore, tho money must have been misused.
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Q.

A,

Q.

Q.

A,

A.

Q.

s your mother ever made threats of suicide in your presence? Mf&

~ with it, I don't know anything about that,.with the gun. | g

A “Yu sir,

Wc'\ﬂd you describe some of those ?

. When we !!rlt lived in Navy houcing. there was an attempt or sho eaid ahc

woul.d uumpt it but didatt and on Matn Stuot in Chrictiamburg, she tried

RN

to chmmlt suicide. g
Whut'threats of suicide have you ever heard made in the presence of your: :
younger sister, Roaem@r’y? . | v g,

None. | } | I
But m did atate that you have heard them yourself? A' ' g
Yeos sir. 1

Has your mother ever bought a gun and threatened to kill herself?

Te my knowledge, there was & gun but if she threatened to commit suicide |

What are yo\n- pians for school this fan?

1 phh to attagid Virginia Tech as a freshman.
Mr. Brooker , have you aver metins before?
Yes 1have. |

When was that?

It was September 20th, yesterday. | < | ﬂ
And 1 told you what to say? “ ;,
No sir. : K
What did I tell you last night? | e

To answer truthfully as best you can.
Mr. Brooker, what acts of violence have you witnessed between your .

parents?
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A.

Q.

Ae

A,

A.

1 didn't understand what you said.

Witness: Do you want me to describe it in detall?

I witasssed oeveral fights, physical, and besides physical, a theusand

il

different other occasions when they scréamod at each cother and things Mke -

that,
Do you yemendbar the moast recent one?

Yes I do. Would you rephrase the question please.

Yes, Do you remember a certain altercation between your parents prior gt

H

to your fathar's leaving in June 19727
Yes I do. .

Would you describe that please?

BENTLEY HITE:

Mr. Whitehuret: Yes.

K.

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

1 lorget' what wordl were used or anything but my father grabbed my

mother and they fen over the bed; and he had her in a some kind of &

hold, I don't know what you call it, and I keptpleading for them to quﬂt

and overything and finally they did.

What was the mcving force in this argument, what started it? L

i

‘They had a verbal dlsagresment and they started screaming at esch other

. ‘ki' "
: ‘, ,:"}
RS A
-

. b

Let me rephrase the question. What was the first thing you wtlcod Mt “.I

them prior to tho time the ﬂght started?

What I noticed about {t? .

What was your mother doing? Physicall’y.' what wag she doing?:« o

1 beuavo she was coaxing him on, you know, hit me, or aomething nka

th&t .

Was she waving har hands in front of hls face?
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.

. You sir.

Fh-goimus out ?
I don't know what you would call it.
Would you say that your father was just kind of protecting himulf?

No eir, it was a violent emotioml thing. He juat couldn't quite take it

or anythlng.

A,
Q.

A,

Q.

A

Q.

Q.

A,

Objoction to hearsay.

Do you think he was trying to hurt her?

I don‘t believe he w#a.' A

Do you th!nk he was just trying to put a stop to the whole thing?
1 just thought he was reaching the peck of emotione; you know, you can
just go so fur and this type of thing. eos

Do you, of your own knowledge, know why your father did not rent the

e

Y
L

home in Price's Fork? Of your own knowledge, now. 3 ’ ,f.':

Of my own knowledge, no sir. b-‘; '

For the purposes of the record and merely to show that the ‘statement
was made, what waa ielated to you in comection to that house?

Would you rophrase the question please?

Yas, What was ata!od to you, you don't know of your knowledge, but what’ i

was atated to you about this house in Prica's Fork.

At thls time, cur family was in Chesapeske, Virginia, and we racelvad
a phme call; I never talked to my father on the phone but my mother

related the message to me that the water was bad and the electric bilt wae

2

outragecus and ehié type of thing.

But you don't know of your own knowledge?

No.

i

BENTLEY HITE %
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- Q. Mr. Brooker, do you censent for the secrotary and notary public before

whom you have given this depoeition to eign your name to it once it hna
been typod?
"A. Ide.
Q. Thank you sir and answar iny quéétiona Mr. Hite may have.
BENTLEY HITE;:

Q. Steve, this is an unlortumta situatian and we all regrat it but {t seems hm:
from what I've heard here today that most of this troublo haa arisen over
financial matters. Isn't that the big thing?

A, an sir, that's right, |

Q. Finance, Thei'a'n no quastion of drihking or women or anything else.,

A. No sir, |

Q. Women or men or anything else, just # question of finance.

A. Yen sir, | |

Q. And both your father and mother have tempers ?

A. Yas sir.

Q. Sometimes it gete violent and both of them do geg violent and they Ju‘-t v
can't live together happily?

A. Yoo‘ ;lr.

Q. That's all.

(And further this deponent aaith not. )

STEPHEN CHARLES BROOKER

Secretary
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STATE OF VIRGINIA

-, COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, TO-WIT:

1, Rebacca U, Byrd, a notary pdbuc in and for the State of

" Virginia, County of Montgorriery. do hereby certify that the foregoing

dapositions ;rar'a recorded by me at the time and place aforesaid and that this
io a true transcripticn of the same.

My commission expires December 11, 1976.
Given under my hand on this the 10th day of October, 1973,

Notary Public




VIRGIMIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
BONNIE J. BROOKER
Vs, o DEPOS IT IONS

JAMES B, BROOKER

The depositione of Bonnie J. Brooker, takeh
in the law office of Bentley Hite, Attorney at law,
Christiansburg, Vvirginia, pursuvant to agreement, on
Januagy 3, 1974, at 2:00 p.m., which said depositione
axre to be read in behalf of the plaintiff,

BONNLIE _ KER, in person, and
by . .ex Attorney, Bentley Hite.

Q¢ what is ycur full nama Mrs Brooker ?
4: Bonnie Jeaa Replogle onoker

Qs You were Replogle before you married Brooker ?
Az‘ That is corxect.
Q: What is your husband's name?

-1~ Bonnie J. Broocker - Direct
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Ay James Edwin Brooker .-

Q: How old is Mr. Brooker?

A: I believe he iz 50.

Q: How old are you?

A: I am 48.

Q: When and where were you and Fx. Brookei‘
m&rrieﬂ?

A: In the City of Wayne, Michigan, on
September 8, 1947.

Q: Were there any children born by reason
of this marriage?

A: Yes. We have five children.

Qs Wili you please give me their names and
véqes? ‘

A Cynﬁhia Anne Brooker, she is 22: James
Edwih‘onoker, Jr., he is 21; Stephen Charles Brooker,
he is 19: Margery Jean, she is 17: snd Rosemary Althea,
she is 11.

Q¢ Are you &#nd Mr. Brooker living togethef
now?

A: No. We are not.

Q: How long has it been éince you lived to-

gether ag man and wife?

-2~ Bonnie J. Brooker - Diréct
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A: Since June 28, 1972,
' Q: where are you iiving at the present
time? o |
2: €10 Ascdf{vwindéor Hills Apartments,
Blacksburg, Virginia. |
v Q: How long have you been liviﬁg there?
A; 2bout nine (9) months. |
Q: How long have you beea lividg in Virginié?
A: About 13 years. |
Q: You 2nd your husbsand last lived togetherx
as man and wife in Montgomery County, virginia, in June,
19722 ‘ |
A: That is correct.
Q: Where are the children you spoke of?
A Maréery and Rosemary are with me in
Bl&ékébm‘g. Virginia. |
Q: where is your son, Stephen?
A: He is living in Chesapeake, virginié,
v;ith én older man, who he identifies with :nd who he

has a relationship with.

-3~ Bonnie J. Brooker - Direct
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0t 1Is he working? |

A: Be is wdrking with thvis man in the
_Reerea@ﬁon Depa:tment in Chesapeake, Virginia.

Q¢ Now, what has Mr. Brooker done most of
his married life? what is his job? _
| A: He was in the Mavy for quite a numbex 6f

yesrs . F@zA 24 years of our marr ‘I_‘j\f'_f
| Qs 1Is 5e 8till in the mvy? |

A: No, sir. He is a civilian.

Q: Is l?e retired?

As Yes.

Qe What wae his rank?

A: E-8.

Q: What is his retirement pay?

Az I don't khow exact. Between $500.00 and
$600.00 a month.
| B Q: Is he employed now?

At Yes. The Hospital Corporation of
Americm, in Pulaski.

Q: What is his salaxy?

As Approximately $11,000.00 a year. That is
from the hoapital alone - R
-4~ Bonnie 1J. Brooke{/r U DPirect
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Qe
a year?
. as
- made while we

Q3

Making & total of at least §15,000.00

Yes. Thaut is more money than he ever
were living together.

Now, where were you living while your

husband was in cservice?

As

In Norfolk, Virginia; Great lakes.

Diffexrent places because of his position.

Qs
Virginda?

Az

Qe
Virginia?

Ay

Qe

Ay
in'Monﬁgemeiy
moved hexe by

Q:

‘How long 6id you live in Norfolk,

For 11 years.

when did@ you move to ﬁontgomery County,

In August. The 23xd day, 1971.

Why did you move up here?

Because my'husbénd fqund # position here
County, Virginia. we selected & home and
mutual consent.

Where did you move then?

To Blacksburg, Virginie.

What was the date?

August 23, 1971.

-5~ Bonnie J. Brooker - Direct
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Q: Wwhet kind of quarters, iiving suarters,
did he provide for you at this time?

A: By mutual consent, we:had selected o
house which waes cheaper than what we had been living in
in Chesapéake. It was in Prices Fork. The house was
completely furnished. |

Qs Were v1ll of your children with you at
this time?

2: BRAll of them except Cynthiz,

Qs »Did you live in that house any length of
time?

A3 No. He came to Norfoik on a Saturday
'afﬁéxnﬁ@ﬁ,\and he looked like something had gone wrong.
Ee.diaﬁ%% want to discuss it. He said something was
wréﬁg‘ﬁ&&& the water there. He decided to move us
into an apattment at University Motel. The house was
much cheaper. My husband signed a lease for $275.00 in
Norfolk.

Q: What did you agree to pay for the house
in Blagksburg, Virginia? ”

As $235.00 » month.

Q: That was the house you agreed on, but he

refused to move into it?

1
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A: Right.

Q: Did he select the apartment?

A: Yes. | |

Q: What dié‘hé pay for éhe apartment?

A: I don't know. It was in Unit G, 13 x 13.
We had to sleep together on the floor, pilus, we had a
,dog_anﬁ a bird; It was just too crowded. We didn't
even ge the the bathroom at night because we were afraid
that we would step on someone.

Q: That is thé quarters that your husband
move you’and your children into?

A: Yes.

Q: You had a home selected in Prices Fork
that was adequate?

A: Yes.

Q: How long did yéu live in this inadequate
apartment? |

A: Three or four weeks.

Q: How many rooms were there in this apartment?

A: One room.

Q: All six (6) of you people slept.in that
one room? |

A: Yes. It was very crowded. You couldn't

even go to the bathroom without falling on someone.

-7- Bonnie J. Brooker - Direct

121

-



Qs You lived there how long?

A; Three or four weeks .

Q: Did you meke any efforts to get your husband
'tb nove to a more‘suffiéient qhartexa?

Ay I tried to talk to him about it, and when
I did, he would juet leave the apartment .

Q: I believe you have two grown daughtexs
and tW6,grdwn sons ?

Ay Yes;

Q: You all tried to live in one room?

Az Yes. That is correcé., No dignity. It
was ltke lfving in a closet.

Q: What did you do at this point?

A: On one occasion, I took my husband to
look &t & house. While the real estate agent wag showing
us the houde, I turned‘to my husband and he was gone. I
asked the agent where he had gone. We looked and found
him sitting in the car. He was just totally uninterested.

O: You lived there three or four wegﬁs. what
did you finally do? _

A: He told the children to start packing that
hé had a better apaxtment in the adjoining building. It

had'twb bedrooms, kitchen, dining agea, and living room.
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Ag

Did you move into that apartment?

Yes ,

There were six, (6) of you in the family?
Yes .,

How long did you live in that apartment?
We lived there until October 31, 1%71. In

segtm: I decided that I would go crazy if I hnd teo

stay :Lﬁ that apartment.

Q=
As
the wisdow,

Why ?
There was a large parking lot just outside

Gars would go to and from that parking lot

‘8t high rates of speed. There were no public recreation
-eent‘e“rlb nhedr. There were kids always throwing parties.

They would throw-up all over the place. There wesn't

any safe place for my yomgest‘éazu%;a-mt, Rosemary, to
play. It wes impossible to live in this apartment with
six of ue and the conditions around.

Qs
Ag
Qs
Ag
1
Ag

Qe

How old were your boys at this time?
Seventeen and nineteen. |
How 0ld were the girls?

Ten and £ xfteen.

Adl sleem.ng in one rocm?

Yes, sir.

How long ‘did you live there?
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A: From September to'oéﬁgﬁer 31, 1l971.
in Septexmber I got a job at VPI. I“passea the
stenoqraphy test and got a job there. I was relugtant
to take a position until we settled down, but I had to
" go towotk. There was no plaue to go, we lived five
miles from town.

Q: What is the name of éhese apartments ?

A: University Motel Aparéments.

Qs How‘did you get back and forth to werk?

A: He kept the'car. I got a ride with some
women. L |

0: The children were 1n.school I presume?

A: VYes. My oldest son was @ student at VPI,
He bought a car énd géVe it to me. My other son, James,
is in service. |

Q: How long did you live there?

A: September until October. In October I was
a negyvous wreck. I went out ahd found & house for reat,
after looking around most of the day, I got in touch
with the owners. I mentioned it to my husband and he
wauﬁ&ﬁ‘t diacubs it. He would just leave.

}Q: Qid @e go lock at the house?

W ,ww
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A: No. I borrowed $100 00 to make a down

payment and rented it. I discussed it with my husband

.,;.,,. tlmt aftamn. I told him it had a big backyard and
| __wais'.raﬁi niee. He just y:ouldn‘t dis?cdsé it at all.
| Qs Did you telld him vmat it rented for?

As The apartment wae $16§.50, and this house
waé#lﬁ*&.%-a month. At that time between the two of
us we were earning around $900.00 or $1,000.00 a month,
and no bills. | - |

Qs Is this the home you are living in now?

Ay No. |

Q: Bow longdid you live there?

A Until March 1, 1972.

@t Wwhat happtnod then? Did your husband
come ani J.».;‘ive with you?

At Be would come and kiss me hello and goodbye.
He would visit and we would ask him to stay and eat with
us, aud after that he would go.

Qs Did he live with you?

Ay No. _

Q: What happened in Maxch, 19722

A: I went to my husband and told him that
the haating biusiwere so high, and that I should return
té m house and ;l.’we with him. '
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Q: Did you?

Ay Yes.

- Qs What happened then?

As At first he acted friendly, but as time
passed, he wouldn't discuss anything with me. He didn't
talk akout the future or anything. He said hé decided
what he wbs going to do with his life. He said he didn't
like the people in Blackeburg. |

Q: Where was he working at this time?

A3 Montgomery County Hospital. He said the
people were uneducated and didn't know what life was all
- about and Wt he didn't want to live or work here.

Q: How long did you live there?

A: Until June 28, 1972.

Q: What happened then?

A1 We had an argument that turned into a fight.
He wouldd say that he had been seeing an attorney, and he
knew ouly what he had to do. He kept laughing. A ‘woman
can only take so much, ao ; picked up a perfume bottle
and hig him.- At this tm he tried to choke me.

Q: What happeried?

As My daughter was 11l yeéxs old. She screamed
and lotked herself in the bedroom. My 19 year-o0ld son
'trviad‘mee times before he got him off of me. I was
paseing out at this time.
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Q: Prior to that time, did he ever threaten
you and abuse you?
| | A: Yes, sir. For the past 15 years.

Q¢ What 4id he do?

A: He gave me 2 brain concussion, injured my

left X&g. Aﬂs knocked me down and choked me in front of

3@ has hit and knocked me around in front

of thﬁ tﬁ%&xa famlly.

Q: And, the pattern of véolence ‘has cantinued?

A: Yes. I threatened bﬂ 1eave him seven years
ago. ‘_ : |

Qi Can you tell me how many times he has
threatensd and abused you? | |

A: I couldn't count the many times.

Q¢ You say that he smerﬁa at you, and that
he still does?

As Yas.

Q: What happened after he tried to dhoke yeou
. that day?

A: While I was stils_;yiag on the flaaz I -
Thga:d ‘him oneking his _dravers, Bo tald
zy son thet he wae leaving.
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Qs How many children were at home?

A Thxeevwete living at hame. but only
tﬁa,léﬁagﬁjn and Roaeg@gy;fwhre‘at home at the time.

Q1 8o, he packed his clothes and what did
he do? -

A: He left.

Q: Has he been gone since?

A: Yes, And he :cfuaes.to have any
_conversations with me. I have triih to contact him,
but am unable to do so. _

Qs I believe you have w?itten him on several
ocaésﬂhns, which i have copies of gnd have asked him to
come back? | | .

A: Yes.

Q: Has he suﬁpozted you since he left?

A: No.

Q: Since June 28, 19727

A: That is correct.

' Q: Where were you livingAat that time?

A’, University Motel.

Q: Where are‘you‘living:now?
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Ag

610 Ascot Lane, Windsor Hills Apartments,

Blackeburg, Virginia.

Q3
As

Didvyoux: husband move there?

No. We moved to the Main Street home and

he was in the University Motel.

Qe
How lomg dig

A;

Qs

Ag
attention.

Qe

Ag

Q:

hy

he moved all

Qtw

B

After your husband left you in June, 1972
you stay there?

Uhtil Sthemﬁer.

You then moved to Chgdetiansburg, Virginia?
Yesl. ‘

Whe#e was your husband living at this time?
I am not sure. | |
Did he ever come by to see the family?

He would come and beep to get the children's

You lived in Christiansburg, on Main Strget?
Yes. That is correct,

How long did you live there?

_Bpt. Jong.. After I went to the hospital

of our clothes back to the apartment.
_Do you remember when you were hopitalized?

Jepoaxy 22, 1973.
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Q: You were living in Chxistiansburg at

As Yes,

Q: What was the nature of your hoepitalization?

Ay I had a_ _breakedown.

Q: Whuat doctor d&id you see at St. Albans?
A: I volunteered. I didn't have to go. My
Doctoxy was Dxr. M. E. Scott.

Qs What wa& the Q.."

Q: what was the cause of your nervous break~

xqobject. I think you are depending on an

anawer that is heresay.

Qs Wwhat was the cause of the breakdown?
A: The break~up of the family.
Q: Were you 80 advised by your doctor?

1
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Ay

Be f’é‘\mﬁ that the bhreakdown was because

of my HeYringe situation.

Qs v

A%
Qs
At

F ¥}

‘How long did you stay in the hoapital?

Pntil March 10, 1973. "~/.
Are you still receiving treatment?

-
-

Y“ - I am.
How often?

On'eé a week. 1 havve to‘ take eight

éntmmmnts a day, which are prescribed @y my doctor,

un#ilm situation has been concludmd.

Qs

While you wers in the hospital, did your

husbatfliobme and see you?

¥ ¥

He did not. Be has never offered to help

me. Vi Have moved three times,
‘ ;f%-x e :
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Q: What do you mean, you have moved three

hy I had to go to Norfdk to move furnituza.

‘He nevez helped us. I moved it from Norfolk to Christiane-

burg.” | |
| 4s While you ware in the hospital what haypiﬁed?
A: My husband decided to take care of the girls
in my absence. He tdok the girls to his apartment to stay.

d} Where was that?

As Unive:sity Hﬂtel.

Q: WwWhat 4id he do with ﬁha boys ?

A3 He didn’'t do anything, My son didn?t
want to live with him at first, but he had no cknice.
He waa nt&tving |

Q: So, he took the girls back?

Ay Yes.

Qs What did he do with the furniture?

A: He just left it at the howe. My son was
living there by himself. |

Qs I thought you said ha:msved back to
Blackeburg ?
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| back ﬁkﬁm se. Alban's,

A: No. My husband took the girls, and my

 son- eﬂﬁg&ﬂ 2t the house. He only had the little bit
 of £o¢d that was in the cupboard, anﬂ he finally hed
_to G0 bﬁﬁk with my husban&.

m'%aewmywrﬁﬁwﬂ
A: He moved them into the apartment, which
I Livé 4n now.
Qs You wexé still in the hoapital?
Ag  Yee. I could much better afford the house herxe.
O: The ore in Christiansburg?
As Yes.
Qs what are you paying, now?
Az $175.00 a month. Eleectricity $25.00. h
have to pay for my heat., It costs & total of $50.00 more
eﬁan ﬁhﬁ Bouse that I lived in on &i&n Straet.
Qs WMat is the total bill for rent, house ané
hﬁﬁt?', : ,”;;;\
R A} §200.00 a month. That includes the heat. -
Qi You have been l&ving here since you dagpe By

A@ Yes ,
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' @: vhere does your husband live?

_ %ﬁ He lives in Apaxtﬁedg‘neights. Be lives

#lose to us. | |
| Q3 Durxng yaur mary ied liie, how has yeut

H - s

hnsband taken caxe of you? |

A; He nevex buys me anything except & Bouse-
coat ﬁn& cﬁristmaa. I baven't had an item of clothing
for over 15 years from him.

Qs Has he ever given you any spending money?

Ay No. I have 2lways had to work.

Q¢ How has he taken cave of the childzen?

B: He is taking care of:their financial
needs. until he left in June, 1972, Since, I have not
been able to buy them clothes. 'I'&a not have theé money
to bay then with. |

Q: How about yourx household and kitchen effects?

A: I have had to run up bills to buy furniture
and make repairs. I had to buy a living room outfit a2nd a
bed to sleep in.

o Q: Why didn't you have those things?
A: The Navy had been furnishing us with

| fuznitare.
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- bras, pantiee, etc.

7 Q: When you came back to Blackébuxé, did
you have any furniture? o
A: No.
Qs Who bought the furniture?
A1 I did. He has hever bought anything
since:‘.',WQ moved to Blaeksburg.,
| Q¢ How is your apartmeixt furnished now?
A: Nicely. "
Q; I believe you &are using your salary to
wyﬁa;: theae things?
| Ag Yes‘.}

e
"

) Have you asked your husband to give you
moRey %o pay for thim;s?;
| A: Since be didn't communicate with me, I “

thouglit it was = hopeless case. I have furnished the ‘
apertmnt only with what I made. It sesmed that he
could furnish an apartment, but noﬁ his families home. B

Q¢ Who has been iurnishixig the girls clothes?

A: He takes them out and buys them clothes,
and gets things for them, but not things like training

Q: Since he left you and the children on June

- 28, 1@%2, hiow ‘much mowey has ha been giving you? .
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At ‘Until March, 1973, hea gave me $300.00
2 month.
Q: For how long had you gotten that?
Ar PFrom July, 1992, until January, 1973,
Qs while ;.yéu'- were at st, Alb;ap}_‘s;. 4i4 he
give you agy money ? -
W lw He had ‘to give $20,00 two times.
¥ wWhat day did you come out of St. Albans?
As I think it was mxah 10, 1973.
@y What has he givan m since that time?
Az I have had difficulty getting $300.00
- & mohtd frok him,
T Q1 How has he been paying it?
A3 Re makes partial payﬁcnts. I did not

 .get the full sum after I came out of S¢. Alban's, I

assumed he wag paying that amount for my electrie bill,
but I Mumd wrong when my lights were cut off.

;v Qv He would pay some one week, and then scme
A: That is right. I just can't live that

| way. I bad to borzow noney, 13‘100 .00, from my son that
e in Greece. |
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- Qs That is your oldest 8on that is in the
Navy?
A Yes, J’imnf. I dian‘'t have any money
for Christmas. And, this 48 not the first time I have
had to'box‘ﬁ%y money. I still do not have my money for
this momth. I only spent §$10.00 for eadh of my children

 for Christmas.

Q¢ Did your husband give them any Christmas

presents?

Ay VYes, A

Qs Did he give you anything?

Ay No. He basn't given me anything since
Christmas of 1971,
| Q: Arxe Qou keeping both'deycux girls in
school?

At Both are in aghool, and Margery is a

Soaibxiyaaa_mhe will still Be in school for another nine
1months!a£teg'gzaduation taking a course in‘nursing.

Q: The next oldest boy dropped out and went

‘to' work?

Az Yes. He had to go to work.
= Q: After you eabe back, d4id you go to work?
A3 Right away. I had to pay all of the bills.
I went back immediately.
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Qs Wﬁére are you working now?
Ag VPi, Blacksburg, Virginié,
' Q: With what department?
As With the Economice Department. I received
a proﬁotion. |
| Qs what is your take-home pay?
At It was $290.00. I got a $13.00 raise.
It will be $290.00 + $l3;00. In addition to regular
bills, I have to pay Dr. Scott §60.00 monthly.
Q: Is your job permanent?
Ay Yes. AS long as I am able to work.
Q: You have been advised that you have to
- take medication? |
Ay Yes, I neéd an opegation buﬁ cannot receive
one until I get off of this medication.
Q: Wwhat is your emotion&l condition now?
A: As long as I take my pills I am fine,
Q: Do you see Dr. Scott often?
hy One a week. |
G: And, he can tell us your condition?

Ay Yes.
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o
&R You epoke of medical assistance, what - "
) uE children? e
t | Ry Roaemry has net had any dantal caAyxe / ‘ !
for tihy past few yeare. _
Qi Is she in need of dental attention? |
A: Yes. Skhe requires oral surgery. My
RShR ' Rvois about that too. I would also like to
sdy. W X bave had to sell By good china this last
mumc to have spending money. I had to get a
p&!t:-vtm 5@ at the Ferm House, mutmxsbuxg, Vizginia, 4
' in order to meet bills. I feel mlesp on the job, 2 v S 1
o have hn.a to borrow money from my son, my oldest mmm. o
- ‘M nx Wﬁ‘. | _ . ;
Qs. During the time you B to sell your dhina, o~
gct a mwem job, and borrow mamy from different t ‘\
| solizces; whit was your husband doing? Ly
= _' ; | As  He worked for the wpital Coxpoxation _;’ \
| of Amerdca. He told both of my daughters that he wae .
S going. w;swa: @ Whole new life for himselr,
5 % Q1  What does he. tell you about living with '
| you m&m
_ 1 L Ay He doesa't tell me anythir;g_: He hun't .
Bl e me anything since June 28, 1972. T
% . | ~25- Bonnia J. Brooker ‘- Diseet

.. 139



, “Qy Prior to that time, h. has thteaumd

%o ku.a. M’i . | - .
Ay Yes, |

Q@ AM you afraid of him?

As w. b § have no respect for him as

mn b!%ﬁy or a man. No respact whatsoever.

(673 aftar he has kicked anél ‘knocked aud
hnaw you?

'R}";‘i Yes. I have no usmm fex him. He has

w &m ”em selg agaan. Hé would leave
go to his office on ﬁ*&p.

H

g; what do you th&nk he s@oum pay yen for

a&imny a&ﬂ support ?
Az At least $400.00 a momth. I could pay B
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even have to ask him for 'money 50 that we can do our
laundey. I could buy their clothes.

Q: I believe last Satuxday, December 29,
1973, at 10:00 a.m., your son and daughtexr were hexe
in this office and gave their depositions?

A: Yes.

Q: At that tixﬁe you told me your husband
was mwmadlmbuxg, at his apartment?

A} Yes. Rosemary said he called her while
I wvas Bers anﬁ said that that was iuogal. So, he was
ﬁhtuyﬂmd ﬁhﬁt they were taken Satﬁrday. ‘He has besn
W&ro mt the money he ks given me is insufficient.
ﬂo eoagmyﬂughtu that he kpew ththaom not paging
. ‘but ‘the Judge would teil him what to pay. Also,
' I have worked. I work all the time. Ny hus-

3 b&ought homé enough money. I was just trying
w .tm,mow onx situation.
Q’.‘" I wish you would tell Dr. Smtt that we
' will mem ‘to have his testimecny at a reasonable and
| Ay Yes, I will,
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Q: Now, I believe you will answer any

questions that Mr. Whitehurst 6iteets to you?

A3 Yes.

Q: Mrs, Brooker, did you state that you:
daughter Rosemary, said she knew that your husband
wag at his apartment on Saturday, December 29, 19737

A: I saw his truck and he called her,

Q: Did anyone tell you that his attorney
wag i1} Baturday? '

A: I don't know anythlng about you. I am
not concerned with you,

Q: I know Mrs. Brooker, but did anyone tell
'iyou?

A: No. You are not my attorney. No one told
me.,

Q: How long did vou say that you and Mr. Brooker
have been married? |

As Twentywstx years.

Q: Most of that time, your husband was a
career Envy.ehtef,Petty Officer?
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Qs And, most of that time you lived in

Mavy housinyg?
| Az éart_of the time.

0: Was that adequate?

Ag Beauiifully. It would have been twice
as much as a eivilian.

Qt would you tell me what you said your
hnsbana was making at the hospital?

As I 4didn't state that, Mr. Hite ...

a:  You mean you did not state that your
 husband vas naking approximately S11.000.00-A—verr? Mrs.
pazkex, will you turn pack some pages and £ind this

gtatement? Read what she stated please?

“approximately $11,000.00. & year. That is from

the hospiltal alone."

Y. Q: Would you be gurprised tc learn that

it is not $11,000.00, but $8,000.007

As Yes, I would,

Q: Would you be surprised to jesxrn that it is

$7,000,007
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A; Yes,
Q¢ What is your gross pay?
A: $430.00 a month.
Q: And, your husdand has been giving you
$300.00 a month, counting reat?
A; He did until January
Q: Is he not paying you $300.00 a month now?
. Av-: Bot on time. He paye it h.installients.
Q: He pays the rént, and gives you a check
for the difference?
At Sometimes. He doesn't always.
Qs WQl;, how much? Sémewhere ian the hatu:e of $2507
A; Somewhere in that nature. |
@
 are s&ying that you canmot live on $750.00 a month?

i'i*

i - That totals aroung 3?50 00 a month. You

A ﬁb.‘ After taking aut taxes ..,

Q: We are talking about gross pay. You get
an equivalence of £750.00 a month? |

A: Gross. Yes.

Q: You did say that you take home approximately
$290.00 a waek?

A: It is pzeeisely $290.00 + §13.00, making a
total of $303, 00.
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Q:  Would you give me a bzeak down of
expenses?

A: Mr. Hite has a liétﬂgf my monthly expenses.
(Mxr. Hite gives copy to Mrs. Bro&ker) Now, medical and
doctor expenses, $60.00, this is for medication and
psychiattict treatment; $20.00 for oorrespondenee couxse;
$28.50 for piano for Rosemary. Her father insisted that
she take lessons;: $27.00 to Grand furniture for bedroom
furniture for the girls; Gates Furniture for dining room
set ~ $24,00; ,Benefici%lsﬁinance ~ $47.00,

Q: what is this, a“loan at Beneficial Finanee?'

A: Yes. $15.00 for tclephone bill..sza.oo
Leggets bill. |

.Q; For what?

A: An open account, for;toweis, sheets, etec,

Q: Go on.

B3 $27.00 to the Firet National Exchange Bank
on a refrigerator.

 Qs: Do you still have the refrigerator ?

A No.

Q; ‘What happened to it?

A3 My husband refused to move it to the
- apartment. I had to sell it the best I céuld.
| Q: Did you pay the bank?
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A
Q:

Ag

I certainly diqd.
what else?
$6.50 for health insurance and $19.00

for my bedroom furniture.

Qs
Az

Qs

As

Q1

And, your rent is paid for?

Yes., It comeé close to my take~home péy.
Have you ever been evicted from any home?
Ko.

Were you evicted from 908 Main Street,

Blackabtmg, Vizg in ia ?

Ag

Qs
of£7?

No.

wdbfyou threatened to have your oil cut

Fo. ,
And your husband let you and the family

Yes.

Did he welcome you back?
He agreed to it.

Did he welcome you back?

He moved us back in.

~ wWas this temporary?

No.

~32— Bonnle J. Brooker Qrcasn
: Examination
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Q: You mentioned that your daughter,
Margery, m.a some dental surgety?

A: Yes.

Qt Did you know that she was on a dental
- liat?

Ay No.\ Rosemary is,

Q: Would you be surprised to know that
mxgexy is alsa?

A: Ber father told her that he didn‘'t know
where ﬁa would get the mney.

Q: pid I Wnam you to say that you
chose a home at 3908 ¥ in Btreet without your husband ‘s
consent to tivve the family in November?

Az His consent was applisd. He didn't say

one way or another.

Qt Did he move with you?

A: No. |

Gty Did he aq#&e to it?

A: He didn't say one way\éz another,

Q: He did move with you?

A: No. He likuﬂ living a.l.one.

- =33- Bonnie J. nzooker - CZOS-
Examination
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Qs
A

Qs

Ag

You moved youxr family to 2 new loeation?
He was right there.
You moved down too?

No. My son went first., He stayed there

by him#elf with no heat and food.

Q:

Ag
Q2
Ag
Qs

v

Did you put the family in the car and

move dgwn to this place?

The two girls and myself.
You did take your children and leave?
Yes.

On or about the lst of March, 1972,

threatened with the cut off of oil, you packed up

the family and came back to the apartment?

As

Qs

He took them back and I drove by niyself.

" My husband moved us back.

In my office some several months ago, did

you not hear your daughter tesntify that yolu had told hex

that you were going to be evicted to move. Do you rexenmber

that?
A

Qs

No. We have never been evicted.

Do you remenber your daughter saying that

-34~ Bonnie J. Brooker - Crosse
: Examination
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‘your Kusband let you come back to the apartment?

Ay Yes.

Qs Awhile ago when you were testifying,
that you first came up to Montgomery County from Kor-
folk, that the family Qas,ﬁ@xe or less, thrown together
in a mu apartment ?

As Yes. |

Q: You did state t%, three, or four weeks?

At Yes.

Qs Did you also testify that your huﬂb&nﬂ
isubmntly to that date get a twov'bedroom apartmant?

At Yes.

Q: Were you ever aware of youx husband‘s
efforts to obtain ’a three bedroom apartment?

Az No. | We were eommuniaéting very little
then. |

Q: What would have been the result on the
family marriage, if he had obtained a three bedroom
apartment? | |

A: It would have been much h’ett-‘erb than wvhat
we had. | |

-35- Bennie J. Brooker - Cross-

Examination
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Q: You stated that you:moved ;ut of the two-
bedroom on or about November 1, 18717

A; Yes.

Qs 80,.60 you remember the date you moved into
the two-bedroom 'apartﬁent?

A; Sometime between August and September, 1971,

Qs You stated that you came about the 23rd fay of
August, and you stated that you stayed there about four
weeks; that would put it at about September 23, 1971.
You stayed in a two-bedroom apartment about a month and
took the family and left?

As  Yes.

Q: Were you aware of his intentions of obtaining
a three-bedroom apartment?

| A: No.

Qt‘ Had you been aware of this, would you have moved
into it?

Ay I don't know what my reactions would have been
since it d#8n't happeun. |

Q@: Did you ever ask him about a three-bedroom
apartmént that had been promised to him?
© Ar I told him that I preferred to live in a house.

-36« Bonnie J. Brooker - Crass-Bxamination
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v Q: Did ybu ever subsequenﬁly come bagk to
him and tell him that you wanted that three-bedroom
apartment ? | |

B: I think I did when we moved back in March. .

Q: This hau&é im ﬁl&ﬂ%ﬁb&xg that you rented
yourszelf without your hmﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ congsent, was it furnished
or unfurnished?

Ay Unfurnished.

Qs The two-bedroom apartment that you moved the
family from, was it furnished or unfurnished?

| Ags Yes, ' i

Q: Did it have the carpet on the floor?

As Yes .

Q: Were utilities paid for?

A: No. ﬁe had to pay them.

Q: While you were still living together angd
your husband was in the Navy, did you receive a Clags=-Q
Alotment check?

A: I received an dlotment check.

Q: How much was that? |

A: About $200.00 at first, and then it went up.

Q: That was over and abauﬁ tis Navy pay?

Az Yes,

~-37- Bonnie J. Brooker
Cross~-Examination
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Qe
Az

And, it came directly to you?

That is correct. Food and clothing were

bought f£rom that check.

Qs
Az

Q:

Did it come directly to you?

Yes.

And, the Federal Government supplied your

house, faniture and all utilities? .

A

Qs

That is cqrrect; we had five childxen,.

That gavé.you $200.00 a month, house,

furniture and utilities?

A
Qs
As

Qs

Yes. ’
Did he receive a regular pay?
Yes.

Approximately the early ﬁart of 1971, your

 husband retired from the Navy?

Az
Qs

A

A

Qs

August trying to get things settled up?

ey it

In January, 1971.

What happened after January?

we came_tb Norfolk for a while.

what time of the year 4id he coﬁe here?
In May.

He was in Montgomery County from May until

L s e e

-38- Bonnie: J. Brooker
Cross~Examination
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A: We would come up on the weekends .

Q: As I understood your testimony, you
stated that you choese a home in Montgomery County?

| A: We chose a home. My husband made the
deposit on it. |

Qs Dig hé later decide ndqlto rent that
home?

A: Yes.

Q: Did he give you his reasons?

Ay Yes.

Q: what Qere they?

A; He stated that he did nbt want the houwe.

Q: You stated that your husband worked at
nontéanery County hospital. He subsequently worked in
Pulaski County?

A: Yes.

Q: Let's go back. Have you ever written checks
whiie he was in the Navy, which were not paid for because
lack of inaufficiént funds ? J

A: Yes.

Q: Have you ever made any withdrawals from his
life insu:aneé by signing his name?

Ay Yes, |

Qs Have you since arriving in Montgomery County,
whether prior to June, 1972 or subsequenﬁly 1972, opened

accounts with business establishments in his name?

-39~ Bonnie .J. Brooker
AR ' C Crose-BExamination
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In the name of Mrs. Jame E. Brookex.

Q: You did not open an account at Simpkins
Coal & Oil Company in your husband's name?

Az Yes,. |

Q: Have you ever opened aﬁ account in your
husband's name 2t Clover Creamry? |

A: No. Mrs. Bonnie J. Brooker.

Q: while you were at ‘906 Mzin Street?

A: Yes,

Qs Wacs that in your name?

At  Yes,

2: Do you remembér in my office when we took
dépositions in September, on the Zist, 1973, as"Bﬁhibit
10%2 |

As No.

Q: It stated that the Clover Creamxy account
had been put in your husband's name?

A: No. Wait, I wasn't getting my support money.
He wasn't giving me any.

Q¢ Did you have the VPI Electric Bill in hise
name ?

Ay Yes. I wasn't getting any support money. We

- didn't have a separation at this time.

-40- Bonnie J, Brooker
Cross=-Examinat ion
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N Qu Did he consent after you moved from his
m;um? |

Ay RNo. |

Q: Did you open an open acsount in Norfolk
at Rice's Pashien Shoppe in your name?

| At ¥o. In his namé. It is & clothing=uﬁgp
where I purchased the girls elothing. ”

O¢ In this two-bedroom apartment that you |
shared,with yqu family and your husband from Maxch 1,
1992, watil June, 1972, you had a master bedrqom?

Ay Thut ie the room the children slept in.

| 2s And the room you and Mr. Brookef shared
had tw§p<b068?

| Ay That is correct.

Qs You stated that this ié a period of
rising tension? |

A: That is correct.

gy And shbsequently on or about June, 1972,
thet there was 2 fight between the two of you ahd he
left? |

Ay Yes,

Q: Did he ever give you »uy indication of
cbﬁéo&ﬁucﬁnanﬂ forgiveness fbr the Gesertion ofruip
home and family on or about Novembér 1, 197172
-41- Bonnie J. Brooker
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Ar He neQQrdiecusaod it.
Qt He never said forgive and forget?
As He has never been the type to forgive and
foxget anything.
Q: You stated that you rented a home ih
 Christiamsburg after ‘gune, 19727 |
&; That is ri&gi.

@t D44 the renting of the ﬁoma in Chriathaab—
burg co2res#@nd roughly in time with youx nervoqs,conoﬁ
dition? |

A; No.
Q:  You were ]iving at this home when you'ha& '
- a reboxted nervous bresk down? |
| By ez, '
:Qf. Did you ever threaten suicide in front of
'the_chﬁiﬁrén? “
2: Ves,
Q¢ In front of your voungest child?
A3 She may have been preweht.
Q: Did you make an attempt?
As Yes. | |
Qs Bow?

~4Z2~ Bonnie J. Brooker
Cross~Examination
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I took tranguilizers.

Qs Did ybu ever attempt in any other manner?

A: No. .

Q: wWhat other type of illness havé you.re—
collected? |

A: I needed @ surgery, but am unable to have it done.

R: Can you remember exxzct Jates and times?

2y No.

Q: You testified with clear exactity. Is this
information that people have told you?

| Ar Thir ic times T can remerber.

Q1 Times that happened in the hospital, pé;ple
rust have told veu? i

Ay VYes,

0r Your son'e condltionz were only what he told
you? |

Ae Ves,

Os While von were in the hozpital, the other -
incidents must have been reported by somecne else tc yéu?
ARt Since I wasn't present, they obviously were

reportad .

-43- Bonnie J. Brooker ‘
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Q: Most bf what you told us today has been
reported to you?

A: Only the time that I was in the hospital.

Q: You are the defendant in this suit for
divorce?

Ag No. In my suit I am Plaintiff.

MR, HITE: DIRECT EXAMINATION

Qi Mrs. Brooker, you employed me to institute
divorce proceedings against your Husband on the 10th day
of April, 1973. I filed an anwer and cross-bill for you?

| A: That is correct. '

Qs Mr. whitehurst asked you about a list of

your axpenses ?

A VYes.

G: Weuld you put a date on it and sicn your
name toit?

As Yes,

Q: We shall file it as "Exhibit A",

Ay Fine. .

- Q: Mrs. Brooker, Mx. Whitehurst asked you if

you had attempted suicide and why?

I don't think I asked her why. 1 ;E'ﬁ

=44~ Bonnie J. Brooker
Cross-Examination
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MR, HITH:

Well, I am asking her why.

Qs Wﬁy did you attempt suicide?

A I felt like there was no future ahead for me
or the family, and that my husband had destroyed our lives.

@32 You mean by his conduct and treatment toward
the family?

Rt Yes .

Gt The date of June 28, 1972, was the time he
left the house; packed his clothes and left?
| Az He said ye couldn't stand me and left.

Q¢+ Be has nét returned?

Ay No.

Qs Mrs. Brooker, do you permit the secretaxy
to sign your name to these depositions wnen they have
been completed? |

A: Yes. (And, further this deponent saith not.)
BONNIE J., BROOKER

BY

“Secxetary

~45- Bonuie J. Brooker - Direct
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' On Decembexr 29, 1973, at 10:00 a.m., we toock
the depositions of Cynthia Anne: Brookex anﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁg&en»
Charles Brooker in this office. C{yathia Aune chokgz
‘is now in Pennsylvania and Stephen Charles Brooker is
in Chesapeake, Virginia. |

I would like to have these depositions presented
as taken on this day, with the privilege of Mr. Whitehurst
to crose-examine them at a reasonkble and seasonzble time
wheﬁ they are at home, and if he cannot agree to that,

I proposa to take the depositions.of these two persons,
Cynthiz Anne Brooker and Stephen Charles Brookexr, one
in Pennsylvania and one in Chesapeake, Virginia, which
will netessitate considerable expense.

I plan also to take the depositions of the two
children that are now with Mrs. Brooker and the depositions
of Dr. M. E. Scott at St. Alban's Hospital, Radfoxd,
virginia, and her family physician, which will necessitate
considerable expense, and, therefore, it will be necessary
that I ask the Court immediately for additional expense
money from Mr. James E. Brooker to pay for these necessary

depositions and court costs.

~46- Bonnie J. Brooker Depos itions
Bentley Hite, Statement
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STATEMENT

-aﬁgzatting?that'Counsel for Mrs. Brooker expended
time in deposing Cynthia Anne Erqq%@x and stephen,Charles
'B:@phﬂ{. wpg‘hqvé alsé been deposed previously, Counsel
for Mﬁ“sibaker would like to puf in tﬁe records that he
was as¥Xed orally if he could be present on the date these
depoaitions would be taken on December 29, 1973, and on
Priday, December 28, 1973, Counsel for Mr. Brooker in-
formed Counsel for Mrs. Brooker that he had been unable
to get in touch with Mr, Brooker, and fuxther, that due
to an illness that Counsel for Mr. Brooker had been |
suffexing,would not be able to attend the said depositions
on Deceuber 29; 1973, anﬂ, therefore, Counsel for the
said Mr. Brooker objects to the entry of the depoéitions

taken.wnJﬁgaamher 29, 1973, as to the record,

Counsel for the ciois-complainant was informed on
short aptice that the two childcea, Cynthiz Anne Brooker
dﬂé‘stgphan Charles Brookei, would be here and retuxning

immediately to their respective jobs in Pennsylvania and

-47- Whitehurst, Statement
Hite, Statement
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‘Chesapeake, therefore, I feit that i£ would facilitate
matters to take their depositions now, rather than to
have them come back and cuuse great expense to all cén»
cerned. Therefore, I recuested that the depositions bhe
accepted with the privilege of having them lack here for
cross~examination at same later date.

And, further Counsel for Mrs. Bonnie J. Brooker
saith not).

And, further, Counsel for Mr. James E. Brookez

saith not).

STATE OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, TO-WIT:

¥, Auvdrey L. Burker, & Notary Public in &nd for
the state and County aioressid, hereby certify that the
foregoine deponsitions were rzceorded by me in shorthend,
at the time and place aforeezid, and for the purpose herein
state@; that the witnesses were sworn before giving their
depositions, und gave permissiovi for the secretary to sign
for them. And that this is a2 true ¢ranscription. ’

My commission expiiea,September 17, 1977.

Given under my hand thiz 7th day of January, 1974.

Notary Public,
Secretary

-4t~ Whitehurst, Statement
Hite, Final Statement-~=-
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VIRGINIA, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY:

JAMES E. BROOKER

V. DEPOSITIONS

BONNIE J. BROOKER '

The depOSitions of James E. Brooker et al taken in the law
offices of Craft & McGhee at Three Noi'th.F'ra;nklin Stree.t, C’hristiansburg,
Virginia, at 2:00 o'clock p.m., on April 11, 1975, pursuant to notice, which
depositions are to be rgad on behalf of James E. ‘Brooker in that certain
divorce suit as styled above now pending in the Circuit Court of Montgomery
County, Virginia, wheréin James E. Brooker is the coinplainant and Bonnie
J. Brooker is.the.respondent.

PRESENT: James E. BrookerI in person and by William R. |
L. Craft, Jr., of coungel; Bonnie J. Brookér appeafing not in person but by
Bentley Hite, of counsel.

James E. Brooker, a witness of lawful age, after first being
duly sworn, deposes and says: |

WILLIAM R. L. CRAFT, JR.:
Q. State your’fullAname. |
A. J'ame.s Edwin Brooke;'.

Q. Mr. Brooker, you're the complainant in a divorce proceeding pending in
the Circuit Court 6f Montgomery County, Virginia, against Bonnie J.
Brooker?

A. Tam.

Q. How old are you?

A. Fifty-one (51).

Q. Are you and your wife living together now.......
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Q.

Q.

No.

As husband and wife?

. We are not,

When did you'last live together with yburv_ wife ?
June of 1972,
Any possibility of you and your wife becoming reconciled?
None whatsoever. 2
And you have been 1iving sbeparate and .apart for more than two (2) yea,-rs?
We have. | )
I think that's all I have, Mr. Hite may have some questions.
BENTLEY HITE:
Ibelieve you....Mr. Brooker, I believe you stated that you have been
living separate and apart, continuously and uninterruptedly, for inore
than two (2) ye'ars?
Since June of 1972, yes sir, and then at the University Apartments right.
Where is Mrs. Brooker living now?
She lives out in, somewhere out past Windsor Hill; I don't know what the
area is called out there. |
In Blacksburg?
Yeah, it's on....
Montgomery County?
It's in Montgomery County.
Have you been paying her any alimony or support?
I've been paying hgr support.

How much?

"Three Hundred ($300.00) a month.
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Q. Ibelieve at one time you agreed to pay her Three Fifty ($350.00) a
month? |

A. Idon't believe I ever agreed to that.

Q. It was discussed wasn't it?

A. Ican't remember; it was with Mr. Winder when we made this'agreement
that we have at present.

Q. When Mr. Whitehurst was handling it, do you remember discussihg with
him and with me the proposition that wé would like to have Three Hundred
and Fifty ($350.00) Dollars a month?

A. Idid not. I doﬁ't recall this at all.

Q. Aré you‘up to date on your payments to her now?

A. Yes.

Q. How is Mrs.Brooker's health now?

A. How would I know; I haven't seen her in two (2) years at least.

Q. Do you ever inquire about her health?

A. Through the children perhaps, yes.

Q. And how many children are with her now?

A. Living at ﬁer place? |

Q. Yeah. ;

A. Rosemary is living there and my oldest son, Jim. |

Q. Two of them. Ibelieve M;‘s. Brooker has on several occasions been to
King's Sanitarium for various lengths of time.

A, Are you talking a:bout St. Alban's?

Q. Yes.

A. She was there; she was admitted several years ago, yes.

Q. To your knowledge, is she taking treatment there now?

A. No, she's not, to my knowledge. .
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And are you employed now?
Fortunately, I am, yes.
Where?

Al thie L'dlaski lluopilal.

What is your salary?

. I plan to file it with Mr. Craft.

You tell us and put it in the record.

No, I'll do this; it's misleading to give you'a statemenl; 1iké that.
Well, what's misleading about it?

Because you don't know what my obligations are.

I'm not .asking about your obligations. .....

I know you're not interested but I am.

I'm asking you about your salary. Well, I'm asking you again about your
salary.

And I'll put it in writing.

What's that?

I'll put it in writing.

Well, put it in writing right there; she can write it.

I'm not pfepéred to do that.

Do you refuse to tell us what your salary is?

No, I said I'll file it; I've got to do some...get my paperwork together;.

I didn't know I was going to be...I Ehought this was a simple statemént
this afternoon as to whether we had beeﬁ living together or not for the
past two (2) years. I wasn't prepared to bring financial statements.
Well, you know what you get each month don't you?

Yeah, why should I tell you?

Because I asked you. I'm demanding that you tell me or I'll take it to
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the Judge and get an answer from you.
A. The Judgé will get it anyway, right.
Q. 'Weli, I'm gqing to get it now; I'll ask the Judge to make you give it to me
and he'll do it. | |
Mr. Brooker: Mr. Craft, what do you recommend ?
Mr. Hite: We are entitled to it.
Mr. Craft: Counsel for Mr. Brooker reviewed this prior to this deposition
and Mr. Brooker reported to me that he did not know his total earnings but
that he would get a copy of his total earnings and file with this deposition if _
~Mr. Hite requested it, his total earnings froﬁ all sources because he has
other income other than the hospital and he will file it, including a statement
of his obligations that he pays on, most of which informatioh has previously
been introduced in the record but there is some difference in what his expense
are at this time, but he reported to me that he was not preparéd-to testify
about that because he was not fully informed. But I think if you know what
'your actual take home; check is, you shéul’d state it, from the hospital.
A. From the hospital, about I'd say twelve, fifteen thousand ($12,000.00 -

15,000.00) a year.

o

| From tweive to fifteen thousand ($12, 600. 00-$15, O’OOV. 00)?
“A. Uh huh. |

Q. And \;vhat is...you are retired from the Navy aren't you?

A. Andyou know it.

Q. Well, aren't you?

A. Yes, right.

Q. And what is your ’retirement pay?

A, Somewhere ih the neighborhood of five thousand ($5, 000.00).

Q. So you have income from eighteen to twenty thousand a year ($18,000.00-
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Mr.
M.

P Mr.

$20,000.00)?

That's right.

And what was you.r age, Ididn't get it?
Fifty-one (51).

Fifty-one (51). I believe that's all I'm going to ask him Bill.

. Craft: Let me ask another.

Hite: Wait a mihu_te, Ifll. ..
Craft: Go ahead.
Hite: That's all right.
WILLIANM K. L. CRAFT, JR.:

Mr. Brooker, do you know whether your wife is regularly employed?

She is regularly employed at Virginia Tech.

And you testified there are two (2) children living at home with her now.
Right; Rosemary and Jim.

What are thé ages of those two children?

Jimmy is twenty-three (23) and Rosie's thirteen (13).

And what is Jimmy doing?

He's going to Tech on a GI bill.

So you actually have one child at home with the mother eighteen (18) or
under ? |
Thatb's right.

Do you consent for the secretary to sign your name to your deposition
;zvllen it has been typed?

Yes.

That's all.

(And further this deponent saith not.)
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JAMES E. BROOKER

BY %Atcu U 421(/

Secretary

Margery Jean Brooker, a witness of lawful age, after first

being duly sworn, deposes and says:

WILLIAM R. L. CRAFT, JR.:
What is your full name?
Margery Jean Brooker.
And how old are you?
Eighteen (18).
Now, Margery, you are aware that your father and mother have a
divorce suit pending in Couct ?
Yes I do.
Can you tell us as of this date whether your mother and father are living
together as husband and wife? |
No, they'..re not.

Do you know how long they've lived separate and apart?

‘I don't know approximately, but it's been over two (2) years.

And this separation has been without interruption?
Yes, uh huh.

I believe that's all.

‘Mr. Hite: Continuously and uninterruptedly, I believe the Code says contin-

uously and uninterruptedly. That's what you mean, they haven't lived toget-

her at all?

169




A. No, no{t at all.

Mr. Craft: Ibelieve't'h'at's all.
BENTLEY HITE:

Q. Who has been supporting the family?

A.b My father.

Q. How much does he contribute?

>

I don't know exactly; my mother and father handle that completely.

. Youdon't know how much he pays each month?

O

No, I don't.
Is your mother working ?

Yes, she is.

o » b 7

. Do you know hO\;v much she makes each month?

A. No, she keeps all those things pfivately to herself.

Q. And where are you living now?

A. At my mother's residence.

Q. That's all. Do youvpermit the secretary to sign your name when she
' gets through? |

A. Oh yes, uh huh.

(And further this deponent saith note)

MARGERY JEAN BROOKER

N ﬂV\ Q‘/, L/}(A,u / 5/{4 At/

By /W/uﬁmv 2/ /%W(/

Secretary

Rosemary Brooker, after first being duly sworn, deposes

and éays:
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WILLIAM R. L. CRAFT, JR.:

Q. State your name.

A. Rosemary Bfooker_.

Q. How old are you?

A. I'm thirteen (13).

Q. Your sister and father have testified here that your mother and father are
iiving separate and apart and have lived without interruption and contin-
uously for more than two (2) years. Is that true? |

A. Uh huh.

Q. After Ithat statement .is typed up, do you consent for the secretary to
sign your name?

A. Yes.

BENTLEY HITE:

Q. You afe living with your mother aren't you?

A. Yes. |

Q. That's all. | Thank you very much.

(And further this deponent saith not.)
ROSEMARY BROOKER

Q‘l{u/mk u/,, / {/L ar b /

By 7{&[4( ¢ ars 2/ /52#’( Z

Secretary

Counsel for the complainant reported to counsel for the defendant that he
would have the complainant file as part of his deposition an accurate report

of his earnings for the year 1974, together with his expenses and obligations

that he is paying on; and counsel for the defendant, Bonnie J. Brooker,
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reserves the right to introduce rebuttal evidence.

STATE OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF MONTGOi\/IERY, TO-WIT:

I, Rebecca U. Byrd, a notary public in and for the State of
Virginia, County of Montgomery, do hereby certify that the foregoing depo-
sitions were recorded by me at the time and piace aforesaid and that this is
a true transcription of the same.

My commission expires December 11, 1976.

Given under my hand on this the 28th day of April, 1975.

, g 7

Notary Publi

FILED IN CLERKS OFFICE
o E
Circuit Court of Mo tgomery County
 RSELIDAY OF );/_2@ 1974~
4 _Z(, L42 J7, CLERK :
DL 8 o L
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