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VIRGINIA1 · IN ·THE CIRCUIT COURT OP THE CITY OF SUFFOLK 

CHARLOTTE A. BROWN, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

MAJOR WRIGHT, 

Defendant. 

TO: Major Wright 
122 s. 10th Street 
Suffolk; VA 

• 
• 
* MOTION FOR JUDGMENT 

* 
* 

MOTION is hereby made for judgment and award of 

execution ·a9ainst you, in the amount of $15,000.00 for damages 

for personal injuries sustained by the undersigned as a result 

of your ne9li9ence, for this, to-wit: 

1. That, heretofore, to wit, on the 14th day of 

August, 1973, you the defend.ant, Ma.~or Wright, were operating 

a motor vehicle on Route 337, near or at its intersection 

with Route 1821 (now or formerly known as Reid Street), Suffolk, 

Virginia. 

2. That at such time and place the undersigned was 

lawfully and properly operating a motor vehicle on Route 337, 

near or at its intersection with Route 1821 (now or formerly 

known as Reid Street), Suffolk, Virginia. 

3. '!'hat you, the defendant did then and there 

negligently and carelessly operate your vehicleo 

4. · That you, the defendant did negligently and 

carelessly fail to exercise a proper and effective lookout in 

the operation of your motor vehicle and you did fail to keep 

your motor vehicle under control. 
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5. That you, the defendant, Major Wright, did fail 

to heed the statutes and ordinances of Virginia, in the opera­

tion of your vehicle as made and provided to wit: following 

too close. 

6. ·That you, the defendant, were otherwise neqliqent 

and careless in the premises and did cause youi:- vehicle to 

coilide with the vehicle in which the plaintiff was the driver, 

inflicting serious injuries upon her. 

7. That as a direct and proximate result of the 

afore~ntioned negligence and carelessness of the defendant# 

the undersiqned did become sick, sore, lame and disabled; she 

suffered great physical pain and mental anguish and will so 

suffer for a long time in the future; she was required to 

expend monies in her endeavors to be healed and cured, and will 

be so required for a long time in the future; all to her total 

damage in the amount of $15,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, the undersigned moves the Circuit Court 

of the City of Suffolk, for a judgment and award of execution 

against you in the amouh t of FIFTEBN THOUSAND DOLLARS 

($15,000.00) and the ~osts of this proceeding. 

Michael s. Weisberg 
330 L'1W Duildinq 
Norfolk, VA 21510 
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CHARLOTTE A. BROWN 
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VIRGINIA, 

IN TI!E CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF SUFF.OLK: 

Charlotte A. Brown Plaintiff 

v. 

Major Wright Defendant 

nefenda.:lt, for grounds of defense, states: 

(l)· He adPtits the allegations of paragraph 1. 

(2) He. denies the allegations of paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 
; 

5, 6 and 7. 

(3) De1iendant denies being gui.lty of neqli~·ence which 

pro.;.cimately c.~used or contributed to t.'le accident, but, if held 

to be guilty of n~gliq'lncc, says the plaintiff wtrn guilty of 

contributory negligence. 

t. c. Ferguson, Jr. 
~erican National Bank Building 
201 North Main Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 

Counsel for Def end.ant 

'. 

. I hez:eby certify that on the 11th day of'· March , 19 7 4 , 
the origin.:11 of the foregoing pleading wan r11ailed to the Clerk of 
this BonCJrable Court, ano a copy thereof was mailed to Michael s. 
Weisberg, 330 Law Building, Norfolk, Virginia, 23500, Counsel for 
iPlaintiff. 

(____ . 
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VIRGINIA: 

In the Circuit Court of the City of Suffolk on Wednesday, 

the 26th day of June in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 

seventy-four. 

PRESENT: The Honorable George F. \iVhitley, Jr., Judge. 

Charlotte A. Brown Plaintiff 

vs 

Major Wright Defendant 

This day came the parties in person and by counsel, and 

came also a jury, to-wit: Luther Watson Milteer,· Sr., Lucille 

Sparrow Dildy, Howard Louis Stephens, David G. Jordan, James 

Lee Newsome, Phillip Henderson Everett and Dianne P. Alexander, 

who were sworn to well and truly try the issue joined between 

the parties and a true deliverance make according to the eviden.ce. 

Whereupon, ·the jury proceeded to hear the evidencep and 

at the conclusion of the plaintiff's evidence the defendant, by 

Counsel, moved the court to strike the plaintiff's evidence on 

the ground that the plaintiff, by her own testimony, was guilty 

of negligence as a matter of law by failing to look in her rear 

view mirror before bringing her vehicle to a stop~ which motion 

was overruled and to whicJ;i ruling of the court, counsel for the 

defendant excepted. 

Thereupon, the evidence.of the defendant was presented and 

at the conclusion. of all of the evidence, the def ertdan t by 

counsel renewed his motion to strike the plaintiff's evidence, 

on. the same ground, which motion the court sust~iried, and the 

jury was discharged. 
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It is therefore adjudged and ordered that the defendant, 

I1'iajor Wright, have judgment against the plaintiff, Charlotte A. 

B~~wn, that the said plaintiff take nothing by her suit herein, 

and that the defendant recover against said plaintiff his costs 
• 

about his defense in this behalf expended, to all of which the 

plaintiff, by cou.~sel, duly excepted. 

· EN'l'ER: Ju.YJ.e 26, 1974 

~ -~CV; ?L-zt Q 
~~v-;~ef.1·/;!Jv~V-R//.'":._ 

-··~--· . -:~ .· . : . -~ . ----------~-~~~-

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY .OF SUFFOLK 

CHARLOTTE A. 

vs. 

MA~TOR WRIGHT, 

BROWN, * 
Plaintiff, * 

* DOCKET NO• 

* 
Defendant. * 

NOTICE OF APPEAL AND 
~SSIGNMENT OF ERRORS 

L-43-74 

1. Pursuant to the Rules of the Supreme Court 

of Appeals of Virginia, petitioner, Charlotte A. Brown, 

files notice of her intention to appeal from a final judg­

ment entered by this Court on June 26, 1974 striking the 

plaintiff's evidence and entering judgment against the 

plaintiff and assigns the following as error: 

a. The Court erred in finding the plain­

tiff guilty of negligence as a matter of law by failing 

to look in her rear-view mirror before bringing her vehicle 

to a stop •. 
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b. TJ'le Court erred in sustaininq the defen­

dant' a motion to strike the plaintiff's evidence based upon 

its finding of neqliqence on the part of the plaintiff with­

out any f indinq that such neqliqence was a proximate or 

c()ntributinq cause of the accident. 

2. A transcript of the trial along with the 

full record on appeal shall be hereafter filed. 

CHARLOTTE A. BROWN 

By~~~_,,,~·~~~---~-----~· Of Counsel 

I certify that I mailed a true copy of thei. forego­

ing to E. c. Ferguson, Jr., attorney for the defendant, this 

25th day of July, 1974. 

Michael s. Weisberg 
3l0 Law Duilding 

. Norfolk VA 23510 

Michael s. Weisberg 
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* * * 
1 Q. And at the time ot this accident -- when d1d 

2 this accident occur? 

3 A. t~ VD Aaglls-t ~. 

4 
I Q. Last year? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Seventy-three? 

7 A. Seventy-three. 

8 THE COURTt Can the jllry hear her all right? 

9 Can you hear her on the far end? All right. 

10 

11 BY MR. WEISBERG& 

' 12 
Q. Nov vhen t.his accident occurred were you 

13 driving alone? 

'14 A. Yes. 
15 

Q. Were you 1n yolll" mother• s car? 
16 A. Yes. 

17 
Q. Will you tell the Court 1n 7oar own words -

18 let's get into this - what time ot day was it? 

19 
A. About maybe twenty After four or four-thirty. 

20 Q. Was it light? 

21 A. Yes. 

1 22 
Q. Was it dry? 

23 A. Yes, it was dry. 

24 Q. It was a nice day? 

' 25 A. Nice day. 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

Charlotte Brown - Direct 

And where bad you been coming from? 

I was at a friend's house. 

All right. 

Where was it? 

It was Pierce Park on Cross Terrace. 

r, 
I . 

I had 

6 
come out ot Cross Terrace going back home an~ before I got 

7 home --

8 Q. 

9 
A. 

10 Q. 

11 

1~ A. 

How far was that from your home? 

About three minutes. 

All right. 

And whose house was it, a girl tr1end? 

A girl triend. And I proceeded to go back 

13 home and before I .got there I put on my lett~hand signal 

l4 light and waited because there were work bases on the 
' 

15 opposite side. And shortly ~ft~~ that --

16 Q. Did ;you contP- to a stop? 

17 A. Yes, a cnmnlete stop. 

18 Q. That was on what road? 

19 A. Old Norfolk Road. 

20 Qe What direction were you headed,. towards 

21 Portsmouth? 

22 A. Yes.1 , 

23 Q. Tell the Court now when 7ou put. on your 

24 blinker how tar before yau got -- was 1 t Reid Street? 

25 A. Right. 
I ~· 

COURT REPORTERS, INC. - NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 
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2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. 

it on? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

stopped?· 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Charlotte Brovn - Direct 8 

Hov tar before you got to there did you pat 

About n~,.ty f'eet. 

And 7011 said you came to • ~i:.c?l>. ri•bt? 

Right. 

Wa• your blinker on the whole time you were 

Yes. 

Are yott'11ure? 

·Yes. 

How do you know? 

I•m positive. 

How do you know? 

Because I can see it. 

You mean 1n the car? 

Yes. 

And 1 t was bl1nk1ng 1n the ear? 

Bl1nk1ng 1n the car. 

Nov b.ow long wel'e yoa s topr,ed there? 

Between ten and fifteen s~\}Vilus. 

And you were stopped waiting tor buses to go 

by the opposite side? 

A. 

A. 

Yes. 

It•s a two-lane highway, 1s~'t it? 

Yes, it is. 
* * * 

COURT REPORTERS, INC - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Charlotte Brown - Direct 11 

1 Q. Now at the time right.after the accident didn't 

2 
a police officer ~ome and investigate? 

' :1 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Ally statements made to you at the time of the 

5 
aocident b7 Major Wright? 

.. 6 A. By who? 

7 
Q. By MaJor Wright, by the man that hit you --

8 this is the man that hit yoa? 

9 
A. Right. 

10 Q. Did he make any statanent? Did he say 

11 
anything at the scene of the accident to you? 

12 A. While the police otticer was there? 

13 Q. Before and after. 

14 A. Bet.ore the police ott1cer got there he told 

15 me he was sorrv he had hit me, that he bad seen my signal 

16 li,ght but he coUldn' t stop. He al~o made the same 

17 statement when the police officer got there. 

18 Q. Did he make any statement about his attention? 

19 A.... He did m.e.nt.1nn that he looked to the right 

20 ana 'When he gQ.;t . .fth rtB!tm baelt QA the highway 1 t was too 

21 late to et.op. 

22 ~. And he apologized to you? 

23 A. Yes-

24 Q. Did you tell him you were not hurt, you thought 

25 yoa were all r18ht? 

* * * 
COURT REPORTERS, INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Charlotte Brown - Direct. 23 
·~..:::-::::·:.=:.:· . ..:.:; -=--=:==:--= ============i'll'~'ll'=::r='ll'================t--= 

l MR. WEISBERG1 Exctise me just one moment 

2 

BY MR. W'EISBEBGs 

4 Q. All right. 

5 Now woUl.d :you tell the Court what your present 

6 physical status is relative to the accident? 

1 A. Right now I don't have that mach trouble·, like 

B I said. My back feels better, so do my knees and my head, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

but I do have a pain 1n the middle portion ot my back 

sometimes. 

MR. WEISBERG: That's all the questions I have 

other. Answer the questions of the Court and 

Mr. Ferguson, please. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

17 BY MR. FERGUSON: 

18 Q. On the day of this accident you first saw the 

19 defendant when yon c~e,out from Cross TerraeeJ~·,didn't you? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he got behind you at Cross Terrace which 

is several blocks from where this accident occurred, is it 

not? 

A. I don't know how man7,blocks it is. 

Q. It's a. good distance, several ~locks in leng1h? 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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1 

2 
:;· .. 

:i 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Charlotte Brown - Cross 

A. I don't know how many blocks it is. 

Q. All right. 

Now when he came oat he got behind 70u at that 

point, did he not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whatever distance that is, that's when. he got· 

behind you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he followed you down the road at a distance 

ot about eighty teet behind _your cal!' is vt.'t• :you test1t1ed 

before; isn't that r1,&llt? 

A. •r~ 

·~- .. 
Q. And tba t he followed you f'rom the time you 

lett down at Cross Terrace when he got behind you, about 

eighty feet behind 7011 right up to the time this accident 

occurred; is that right? 

A. It that is what I 

said, yes. 

Q. Bat you knew he was right behind you, eighty 

feet behind you? So before you.got ready to make~ 

lert-hand turn or stop or anything, since you knew this car 

was eighty feet behind 70U you looked, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he was about eighty .feet behind you then, 

wasn't he? 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 
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Charlotte Brown - Cross • 25' 
=======::#===========================---·-·- --·· -

1 

2 

4 

A. I don•t know tor sure. 

Q. If he vas eighty feet behind you 1n the 

beginning and he followed you all the way to the point ot 

the accident you mean you don• t know where he was when you 

5 started to make your turn? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. I if nt'\' t. ~ow apprQ~iu tel y how far he was 

behind me. 

Q. But you do know at least two blocks he followed 

you at least eighty teet behind you, don•t you? 

A. Repeat that. 

Q. Tba t he followed you from up at that Terrace 

a distance or abottt ~1.~hty :f'eet? That• s what you testified 

to on April 9th ot this year, didn't yoll? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now you don ° t know that he ever got any 

further distance behind you than the eighty feet, do 7ou? 

A. N llf, I do not. 

Q. And you know he stayed behind you right up to 

the time or the accident, didn't he? 

A. 'A~ I cq remGBber ~ yes. 

Q. Now you state that you stopped and you stayed 

stopped - now how fast wer~ you all going? 

A. About .f.orty. 

Q. About forty miles an hour? Beth cars 

25 traveling down the road about forty miles an hour? 

* * * 
COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Charlotte Brown - Cross 

I testified I saw him behind me, yes. 

And he did follow you right ap to the time of 

a the accident --

4 A. Ya11. 

5 Q. -- trom that street vhich is the distance or 
6 at least two blocks, isn't it? 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

I•m not tor sure, but I guess it's two blocks. 

But yoa claim now that you sta)'ed stopped for 

ten to twelve seconds with your signal light on1 is that 

what you claim? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. 

rn Now after the accident you said there was some 

14 trucks coming trom the other direction; is that right? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Bases. 

Q. So. there was no way he coUld pass you at that 

point, was there? 

A a No , th qr e wa sn' t. 

'rt. Because there were trucks coming from the 

other direction, so the only way he could go was straight 

ahead? All right. 

Now when JD.U got .ready to make. 7Pt~r left-hand 

turn did you look in your rear-view mirror? 

A. I can't exactly remPmbe.r r.1ght now. 

Q. You remembered on April the 9th. I want to 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

L 

Charlotte Brown - Cross 28 

refresh your memory. 

"QUFBTION I Well, ~now when 7011 got ready to 

make ;your lett-band turn did you look in ;your 

rear-view mirror?" 

"ABSWER1 No." 

"QUESTION1 You didn't look in your rear-view 

mirror at all?" 

".JliSWER: No." 

Isn't that what you just testified to in 

April of this year? 

A. If that's what it says. That is the best or 

my remembrance. 

Q. When was the last time that you saw his 

vehicle behind you - the last time that yau saw him that you 

remember - the last time you looked in your mirror to see 

where he was? 

A. I re.e.JJ.3 dori't remember. 

Q. You just don't know? 

A. I just don•t knew. 

Q. But you know you didn • t look in your mirror 

before you made your'turn? · 

A. Would you repeat that'? 

Q. You did not look 1n your rear-view mirror 

before you made 7our turn, .7our left-hand turn? 

A. I told you I don't remember that. 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Charlotte Brown - Cross 29 
.:_:-:::-=:===#===:;============================-==1 

1 Q. You said 'What you said on April the 9th was 

correct. 
2' 

Is 1t still correct, you just don•t remember now, 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

I 12 

but you reinembered on April the 9th? 

A. 

Q. 

Major Wright? 

A. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I don• t remember now.· 

After the accident occurred did you talk to 

Yes. 

All right. 

Major Wright asked JOU if you were hurt at all? 

Yes, he did. 

-· And you said JOll weren• t hurt at all? 

Yes. 

Now did he tell you then that he would take 

14 the blame if you were not hurt at all? 

15 A. No, he did not. 

16 ~. He did not tell you that? 

17 A. No. 

18 Q. What did he say to you at that time? 
t 

19 A. When I got out o:r the car he told me that he 

20 
was sorrJ that he had hit me en~ ~t he had seen my signal 

21 light but he just couldn't stop. 

22 Q. I see. 

23 Whan did JOU have your signal light checked? 
' 

24 A •. I don't remember. 

25 Q. You don't remember? 

COURT REPORTERS, INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Charlotte Brown - Cross 30 
=-=======ff========================================~==!---=-::-· 

1 A. Ho. 

2 Q. You don't know whether 1 t was ever checked or 

not? 

4 A. We checked it -- do you mean the 1ndivid1.1al or 

5 checking 1 t? 

6 
Q. I•m talking about when did you have it checked--

1 when did you check 1 t? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

~ .. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

That morning. 

Did you check your signal lights every day? 

Yes. 

Always check all the lights on your car? 

Right. 

Did you check it after the accident? 

No. 

Didn't yo~ testify on April the 9th you did 

rn check it after the accident and it wasn't we>rking? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I don• t remember. That was quite a while ago. 

Well, April basn•t been so long ago, April the 

9th of tllis year. It's just been two months ago, hasn't it? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. You don't remember anything about it? You 

don't deny this is what you said 1n your sworn testimony? 

A. No, I don't deny that. 

Q. 

A. 

You just don•t remember? 

I jast don't remember. 

* * * 
COURT REPORTERS, INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Trooper Gott - Direct 
::.::··:·:.=::=-~-=:=---==--- -==-=-=-:.=-~==~-===:::'::::::========+ .. ==:+=":;r::="==============:t== 

1 d••I• to the rear I estimated to be approximately $100. 

2 I foand·the vebiole sitting - this is a 

a two-lane road, 337. I tound the vehicle sitting 1n the 

4 eastboand lane of 337 near the intersection or Reid Street. 

5 Miss Brown's vehicle was to the tront, the other, Mr. Wright's 

6 
vehicle - excuse me - was to the rear. I tound the 

7 vehicles to be twenty-two feet from each other~ I also 

8 found skid marks leading up to Mr. Wright's vehicle, about 

torty-seven feet two inches. 

10 Q. Otticer, did you talk with the two people? 

11 A. Yes, sir, I did. 

12 Q. And was any statement made to'yo11? 

13 A. ·Yes, sir, I took statements from. both parties 

14 in the presence or each other. 

15 
Q. Wol1.l.d 7011 tell us what the7 said? 

16 A. Yes, sir. Miss Brown stated, "I was turning 

11 lert, gave a signal, .had stopped waiting on tratt1c." 

is Mr. Wright stated, "It was my taUl.t, I didn't 

19 realize she was ttll'Jling." 

20 Q. Did 70a issue a summons? 
21 A. Yes, sir, I did. I charged Mr. wright with 

22 following too close. 

23 MR. FERGUSON: I object. That's purel7 

24 improper bat I have no objection under the 

25 c 1rcwns tanc es. Put it right in. 

* * * 
COURT REPORTERS, INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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============::!:!=============-;~···~.-·~~·· .... ~·J~.;;~,:r=~Goff~=-~n~•.,.~,~~·~-t========:::!(~1 ____ . ___ . _ 
* * * 

1 

2 

3 

4 

I 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 

shoving on the scale what he towid when he got there. 

I object to aiiything else as being shown on the 

diagram as being incorrect. 

MR. WEISBERGa That•s all I have asked him to 

do. 

THE COURTa Tbat•s all he is doing. 

MR. FERGUSON: He can show the location ot 

the vehicles at the time he arrived. 

BY MR. , WElBBERG: 

Q. All right. It yon could hold 1 t like that 

and explain the diagram to the .1'117. · 

MR. FERGUSONa Is this 'Wh_. e he tound than 

when he arrived? 

THE WITNFBS1 Yes, sir. This is tb.e Brown 

vehicle and the Wright vehicle. 

Can everyone see this? This is Route 337 and 

this is Reid Street, turns ort to the left. This 

is Miss Brown 1 s vehicle and Mr. Wrigh~'s vehicle was 

here. And I have indicated tbe skid.marks leading 

llp to Mr. Wright•s vehicle, forty-seven feet two inches, 

twenty-two feet between Mr. Wright andMiss Brown's 

vehicle. 

* * * 
COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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I 

Trooper Gort - Cross 
"' .... 

didn't ask that, how tar behind he was at the time ahe 

stopped?· 

A. Ho, sir. He jast told me he didn't realize 

she was tu.rn1ng. 

Q. He told 7oa he didn't realise she was tu.ming 

until too late; 1s that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON1 All right, sir. I have no 

f'urther questions -- let me ask that one q11estion --

BY MR. FEitGUSOlh 

Q. What is the speed 11111 t there? 

A. Forcy+f'i ve. 

Q. Forty-five miles an hour? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did ,-011 ask them what speed the7 were 

traveling? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 
f I 

Q.. What was the speed given? 

A,. She was stopped. He indicated he was driving 

between t.hirey and th1r t7-t1 ve miles an hour, something 1n 

that neighborhood. 

MR. FERGOSON: No further questions. 

MR. WEISBERG: 

excused, Ott1cer. 

I don• t have an7. You may be 

COURT REPORTERS. INC. - NORFOLK. VIRGINIA 
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Major Wright - Direct 61 
A 1\" A 

A. To,-ota pickup. 

Q. And when you tirst saw the plaintitt• s 

vehicle Where did you first see her? 

A. Coming across the lane out from Cross Terrace. 

Q. Oat f'l'om Cross? 

A. Out from Cross. 

Q. And how tar did you follow her from Cross 

Avenue to the scene of the accident? 

A. I followed her all the wa7 from the time I 

entered from Cross Lane to the accident. 

Q.) And how far did 70a stay behind her during 
I 

that period? 

A. Approx1matel7 eighty feet. 

Q. That is the distance that she has estimated. 

Is that about correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. And during that time were both of 70u 

traveling about the same speed? 

A. 

Q. 

an hour. 

to that? 

A. 

Is 

Yes, sir. 

She said that the speed was abo11t forty miles 

that speed correc·t or not or somewhere close 

Somewhere close, yes, sir. 

Q. Now would you just turn to th11 Jury there and 

tell what happened at the time )"OU got up to where this 

* * * 
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Major Wright - Direct 

Go ahead and tell the jury exactly 'What she 

said and what you said. 

A. I asked her was she hurt and she said no. I 

asked her did she want to go to the hosp1 tal and be checked 

out and she said no. 

happened." 

She said, "I'm just sorry that it 

And there was no turther conversation between 

her and me. 

Q. After the accident? 

A. Right. 

Q. Then atter that did the officer come ap? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the otf1cer said you told him that 1 t was 

your f'alll t or words to that etrect. Just tell the jury 

exactly what you said. 

A. I told him 1 t was my raul t attar I asked her 

was she hurt and did she want to be checked out and she said 

no. I figured everything was all right, there would be no 

more hereafter. I told him Whatever is the charges I wou'ld 

take the blame for 1 t. 

Q. All right, sir. 

Now Mr. 'Aright, if she had given you a signal 
' 

light of' any kind any reasonable distance coUld you have 

stopped the car? 
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Major Wright - Direct 

Q. Was the stop that she made short and abrupt or 

a slow atop? 

A.. Short. 

Q. Did you have time to veer ott to the right or 

to the left? 

A. No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Your w1 tness. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. WEISBERG1 

Q. Mr. Wright, that was you.r truck 7011 were 

driving, wasn•t it? 

A. True. 

Q. And 1 t was a considerable amomit or money 

damage done to t.hat truck? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

It was. 

About $600? 
' 

MR. FERGUSON: I object to that,, That has 

no applicablli ty to an accident case .• I can go out 

and it I'm driving a Cadillac and get the grill 

damaged --

MR. WEISBERG: I'm not trying to show the 

accident, the impact, damage to Mr. Wright. I am 

* * * 
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Hajor Wright - Cross 67 
-·-·····-··=-:.-:=. =-~"'===tt:===============~-~-~-=================-·=··-=-===------:- · .. 

1 A •.. Right. 

2 Q. And all ot a sudden you saw this yowig lady, 

:l slammed on the brakes, no signal lights, causing you to run 

4 7oar vehicle tJp in the back or hers? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1l 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

True. 

And doing $600 damage to your truck1 right? 

Bight. 

MR. FERGUSON: I object to that again. 

MR. WEISBERGi He• s on cross-a:amination. 

THE COURT: The amoant or the· damage doesn • t -

but if yon have some other reason --

rn BY MR. WEISBERGs 

14 Q. Now let• s start over again. 

i5 You were going down the road aJld this lady is 

rn driving 1n front ot ,-ou. It wasn't a qaest1on or her ju.st 

17 pl1111.ng on the road, you know she's there? 

18 A. True. 

19 Q. And both dr1 ving aroWld forty or · tort7-f1 ve, 

20 somewhere in that neighborhood? 

21 A. True. 

22 Q. You say she alamed on brakes? 

23 A. · · (Witness nodding n.f!irmatively:) 

24 Q. You had no signal at all, no brake lights or 

25 taillight and this causes you to smash into her rear end? 
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1 Q. Arter you smashed into her and you do $600 

2 damage to your truck; right? 

A. That's right. 

4 Q. And you jump out of the tr11ck. and ask her if 

6 A. Right. 

7 Q. And then you say, "It was all my tau.l t, I 111 

8 take the blame;" right? 

9 

IO 

11 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

After we had the conversation, r1gh t. 

What was the conversation? 

When I asked her was she hurt, did she want 

12 to go get checked out. 

Q. She. said she wasn't hurt? 

14 A. . Right. 

15 Q. And because she wasn't hurt yoll f'elt like a 

16 sport, r1gh t? 

17 A. True. 

18 Q. So you decided to not be the least bit angry 

19 with her tor causing you to do $600 damage to you:r truck1 is 

20 that right? . 

21 A. That's true. 

22 Q. And you weren't mad at her at all1 is that 

23 right? 

24 A. I wasn• t. 

25 Q. Major W'right, isn't it just possible you looked 
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