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In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

MOTION FOR JUDGMENT 

Filed February 28, 1974 

The undersigned plaintiff moves the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania 

Cour.tJy at the Court House thereo~ .for judgment against you, the defendant 

County School Board of Spotsylvania County in the swn of $50, 000 which is 

justly dUe and owing from you to the undersigned for the damages and wrongs 

hereinafter set forth • 

. 1. That the defendant County School Board of Spotsylvania is and 

has been during the times mentioned herein a body corporate pl.lrsuant to the 

laws of Virginia. 

2o That under date of April 14, 1972 the defendant, in 

Spotsylvania County, Virginia, entered into a written contract of employment 

with the plaintiff, a copy of which is filed herewith marked :Exhibit A. 

3. That plaintiff .under said contract was employed as a teacher 

for the period August 21, 1972 - June 15, 1973, at ·a tot-al compensation of 

$8,188.00. 

4. That on January 8, 1973 the defendant upon recorrunendation of 

the .defendant John w. Neely, . Superintendent, voted to terminate the s.aid 

contract of employment effective January 26, 1973 and said action was 

reaffirmed by the defendant on January 29, 1973. 

S. Tha.t plaintiff was notified by defendant through the said 

John w. Neely by letter dated January 8, 1973, that her contract was severed 

and that she was to stop teaching on January 26, 1973 and the defendant has 
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refused to permit her to teach after that date. 

60 · That pJ.aintiff has at all ti~s b,e.en and still is ready, 

willing and able to perform and has offered to perform all of the terms and 

provisions of said contract on her part to be kept and performed, but she 

has been prevented by defendant from rendering performance thereof. · 

7. That plaintiff has been paid $5 ,40li.08 on the amount of her 

contract, leaving a balance of $2, 783.92 due, which defendant refused to pay 

although called upon by plaintiff to do so. 

8. That plaintiff was advised by defendant through its 

superintendent prior to the effective date of her severance that she could 

resign or be fired, in either event.~without a recommendation, but regardless 

she would not receive the full amount due her. 

9. That the termination of plaintiff's contract by defendant in 

mid-term without recommendatton and without full payment has caused severe 

injury to plaintiff 1 s rP.putation, hsr future earning capacity and p:i:-o:~essioti­

al career to her great damage and has resulted in ar:lded costs for .!1. 

relocation of her household. 

1 o. That the plaintiff is md has "8t all tinies herein held all 

necessary licenses and certificates to tec;.ch in Viq;i.nia schools. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff moves· the court for judement against you as 

aforesaid for the negligence hereinabove complained of. 

* * * 



App •. 3 

In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

GROUNDS OF DEFENSE TO MOTION FOR JUDGMENT 

Filed March 20, 1973 
Comes now the County School Board of Spotsylvania 

County, .defendant in the above styled action, by counsel, and 

says as f'ollows: 

1. Defendant admits the allegations in paragraphs 1, 2 

and 3 of said Motion for Judgment. 

2. Defendant denies. dates alleged in paragraph 4 and 

says that the action complaine.d of did not t'ake place effectively 

until March 12, 1973. 

3. Defendant admits paragraph 5 but says the notice 

therein mentioned was superseded by a similar notice following 

complainant's dismissal by defendant March 12, 1973. 

4. Defendant denies paragraph 6 as written. 

5. Defendant admits the payment alleged in paragraph 7 

but denies the amo'unt claimed as balance due. 

6. Defendant denies paragraph 8 as written. 

7. Defendant is not advised as to the truth or falsity 

of paragraph 9 and hence denies same and s51ys that the facts 

therein alleged whether true or false constitute no. grounds for 

recovery • 

. 8. Defendant ad.mi ts paragraph 10. 

9. Complainant will receive additional pay, in due 

course, for the period ending March 27, 1973. Defendant denies 

any further liability to complainant. 

* * * 
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In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

STIPULATION 

Filed November 29, 1973 

Plaintiff and defendant stipulate the following facts to the 
. . . 

Court: 

Under date of Apri 1 14, 1972, the defendant School Board 

in Spotsylvania County, Virgi ni:a, entered into a written contract of 

employment with the plaintiff, Sallie M. McConnell, and Exhibit A is a 

verbatim copy of said contract. The plaintiff under said contract was 

employed as a teacher for the period August 21, 1972 to June 15, 1973, at 

a total compensation of $8, 188. 00. On January 8, 1973, the defendant 

School Board voted to terminate the contract of employment with the 

plaintiff effective January 26, 1973, and notified the plaintiff that her 

1contract was severed by action of the defendant School Board on January 8,, 
I 

I 

\1973, effective January 26, 1973. The plaintiff was advised that she 

might request a hearing before the defendant School Board within fifteen 

days from the date of receipt of notice of the January 8, 1973, action by 

the Board. 

The plaintiff by letter dated January 9, 1973, requested such 

and held on 
a hearing, and it was set for/Januarv 29. 1973. By letter dated January 31, 
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197 3, the !.plaintiff was notified by the Superintendent of Schools that the 

defenda!lt .School Board had voted on January 29, 1973, unanimouslynot to 

rescind tl'te action taken on January 8, 197 3, with respect to her contract. 
I . . . 

The defen!da.nt School Board voted to pay the plaintiff severance pay equal 
! ' 

to thirty tjeaching days~ and she has received a.total payment of $5, "895..3'6 

to date, l~aving a. balance unpaid of the agreed compensation in the amount 
! 

of $2, 29'2l.~4. 
I: The actions of the defendant School Board on Janua.ry 8, 197 3, 
I 

i 
and J anualry 29, 197 3, were taken in executive session, and subsequently 

on March], 12, 1973, the d~fendant School Board voted in a public session to 

l dismiss the plaintiff from her position as a teacher in the Spotsylvania 

f . ' 

County Schools effective from March 26'., 197 3. 

The plaintiff was not permitted to teach after January 26, 

1973. 

* * * 
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Form No. Cl-Revised 2/70-40M 
Exhibit A 

ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL 

'mlti• J\rticu of ~grummt, between the SCHOOL BOARD OF ___ S_PO __ T_S_Y_L_V_A_N_IA __ C_O_U_N_T_Y ____ _ 
county, city or town 

State of Virginia. of the first part, and _ Sallie M. McConnell. party of the second part: 
WITNESSETH, that the said party or the first part agrees to employ and the party of the second part agrees to accept such 

TEACHE11 employment in the position of 
(administrator, supervisor, principal, teacher, librarian or other instructional staff) 

subject to the authority of the party of the first part, .under the supervision and direction of the division superintendent of schools, 
and agrees to the followi·ng conditions, to wit: . 

I. That the party of the second part: 
(a) holds a Virginia certificate or license in full force ~ 
( h) has completed the requirements for a Virginia certificate or license and has filed application for same O 
(c) will qualify for a Virginia certificate or license prior to the effective date of employment O 

2. The said party of the second part shall perform such duties during the period of this contract as are deemed necessary by the 
school board and superintendent for the efficient and successful operation of the· school system. 

3. The said party of the second part shall comply with all school laws, State Board of Education regulations, and all rules and 
regulations made by the party of the first part in accordance with law and State Board of Education regulations, and shall 
make promptly and accurately all reports required by the division superintendent of !lehools. 

4. The said party of the second part hereby swears or affirms allegiance and loyalty to the Constitution of Virginia and the Con­
stitution of the United States. 

5. The division superintendent shall have authority to assign to their respective positions in the school wherein they have been 
placed by the school hoard all teachers. including principals, and may, with the approval of the school board, reassign any 
teacher or principal to any school within such division; provided no change or reassignment shall adversely affect the salary 
of such teachers and, provided, further, that the division superintendent shall make appropriate repot¥ and explanations upon 
the request of the school board. . 

6. The said school hoard. party of the first part, upon recommendation of the division superintendent, reserves the right to di~­
miss said party of the second part as provided by law, after having given two weeks notice in writing and opportunity to be 
h<'ard, paying for services rendered in accordance with this agreement to date of dismissal. In case schools are closed tempo­
rarily on account of an epidemic or for other necessary cause, the said board may require such loss of time to be made up 
within the school term or may extend the school term. 

7. This contract shall not operate to prevent discontinuance of a position as provided by law. 
8. The said party of the second part reserves the right to resign for just cause, giving said school board, party of the first part, 

two weeks notice in writing and setting forth therein the· reason considered just cause for resignation. In the event the board 
declines to grant the request for release. and the party of the second part breaches the contract. the certificate of the party of 
the second part may he revoked under rules and regulations prescribed by the State BQflr')_§LEd.~ation. 

9. The said board, party of the first part, agrees to pay said party· of the second part $~ H. OU for the school session 
1972-73 ·--.payable: · . . · 

(I ) in _lj)_or_.12_ installments for services rendered, payable by the fif"St day of each calendar month or as soon thereafter 
as possible, 

or 
( :! ) in accordance with schedule under "Special Covenants." 

This contract covers \Qe_ R_eriodAllgus.t 21 - June.__15_ within which there shall be a minimum of 180 actual teaching 
days, plus _twenty_ a.LL--·----·- additional working days for teaching, in-service training, conferences, planninll. evalu­
ation. related services. and _ --·· . ---- days subject to assi~ment in the discretion of the party of the first part. In the event 
this contract is terminated by mutual consent prior to the end of the contract period. payment will be made for services ren­
dered on a daily rate basis to he determined by dividing the annual salary stipulated in this contract by ·the number of days 
officially covered under the provisions of this contract. . . 

10. The said school board. party of the first part, shall deduct monthly from the salary due the said party of the second part the 
computed amount due under the Virginia Supplemental Retirement Act (including State-supported group insurance), the 
Federal Social Security. and Withholding Tax Acts. 

11. SPECIAL COVENANTS: . 

(a) Sick Leave - In accordance with State Sick Leave Regulations. 

(b) Personal Leave - One day per year. subject to prior approval. cumulative 
to three days. 

IN wtTNF.ss WHEREOF, the rarties hereunto have set their hands and seal, this ___ 1_4_th_ day of April . 191.L. 

Chairman of th~ Board 
(L.S.) 

i'" • : ,. I _jt/1 ' / °" 
< " , • f . J. I '·. I .. I ;I/, /'."\ .-, 

__ ,_)0..l,.°"'J.:O:. .:.J .. d~.'-' fv_/J.'f_:~ _' .. ['?,~!f~.f__v_ __ (LS.) ( {:.-,-~~} 4 L/ '"'-..£. ~ 
Part.v of the Second Part __ _ ·---- ·-----~-=--=--=--=-------....::..-c.l~L/j[ih~~;2·._. __ ::_. __ _ . __ <_L_.s_. >_ 
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Q 
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EXCERPTS FROM REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT 

OF HEARING PROCEEDINGS OF 

NOVEMBER 29, 1973 

Court's Preliminary Remarks 

Testimony of Robert B. Woods 

Direct Examination 

Did you ascertain anything unusual in Miss 

McConnell's conduct of written tests or anything inconsistent 

with school policy? 

A Yes~ On-se~eral occasions stu<lents were 

given zeros -
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[ 11] 

Q 
* * * Mr. Woods, did you discuss these conditions 

with Niss McConnell? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did she make·an explanation to you of some 

of ihe zeros some of the students were getting? 

A I spoke with her on three ~ccasions about 

giving zeros to students as a disciplinary measure. 

Q Did you learn from her that that was being· 

done? Did you verify that? -

A Yes, Sir, and I also have the papers. 

Q. How was that? 

A I also have the test papers and it's 

written on there that they were getting zeros. 

Q So that appears on the face of the test 

papers? 

A Yes, Sir, and I spoke with Miss McConnell 

on three occasions, twice in_ ~h~ pre ?e1.1c~ _ C?f _.t_b¢ Ass is tan t 

Principal ~oncerning this matter, and in each case I told her 

that this was not to be done, and I also suggested certain 

[12] 

Jpr~~~dures. that were to be 11se~t as .P.reventive measu_res to 

!insure that 'no disciplinary.measure of this nature wai needed. 

Q -~~~~did discuss the problem that she seemed 

to be having?· 
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A Y~s, Sii~ ·in.this arej ·1 said for spe~ific 

instructions to be given for administering the tests and 

specific instructions given to the students prior to handing · 

out the tests concerning ·what was to ·be'done when the. test was 

completed, and the manner .in "which the papers were to be 

returned, and what studen~s were to do until the eniire class 

was fip.ished. 

Q Were you able to ascertain what, if any, 

improvements resulted from y..Q_~r advice and attempted assistance?, 

After having given such advice did.you.further observe Miss 

McConnell's performance? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q On the basis of that observation what, if 

any, significant ~hanges did you observe? 

A I did not observe any significant changes. 

In fact, all the assistance and help and advice and suggestions 

that w~re given· were either rejected or -ignored. ·or certainly 
't . - -- . 

riot carried out. 

[ 13] * * * 

Q Mr. Woods, based on your observations, 

[14] 

your personal first hand knowledge, and of your experience with 

Miss McConnell do you consider that her performance as a 

teacher while employed in your high school measured up to the 

requirements that a teacher is to meet as to efficiency and 

adequacy and responsibility for the.responsible employment that 

she had that she was, in fact, advancing the educational pro• 

gress of her class in an acceptable manner? 
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* * * 
THE WITNESS: In my opinion the performance 

of the teacher was unacceptable and the efforts to make her 

performance acceptable were what I said, either ignored or 

rejected or not followed. 

(16] * * * 
Q How does Miss McConnell's performance 

compare with other members of your faculty generally, includ­

ing her successor in that class? 

A Certainly the performance of all the 

other teachers was acceptable and in my opinion the performance 

of Miss McConnell was not acceptable as a teacher. 

Q Now, were ~hese conclu~ions reported to 

your Su.pervisor in the School System? 

A ·My observations? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, Sir. 

[ 17] 

Q Did they become known.to the School Board 

of Spotsylvania County? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q I believe the record will show it was a 

hearing with respect to them, whether Miss ~1cConnell's term 

should be terminated. 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q Did you testify in that hearing before the 

School Board? 

A Yes, Sir. 
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Q 
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Testimony of Robert B. Woods 

Cross Examination 

* * 
Mr. Woods, exactly how many times did·you 

go into Miss McConnell's classroom while classes were in pro­

gress? 

A Well, I sat in on Miss McConnell's class 

for an entire class perio<l on three occasions. I ha<l occasion 

to be in her classroom for shorter periods of time on several 

occasions, many Qther occasions. 

Q How many? 

[ 18] 

A Well, I can't tell you exactly. The only 

ones that a record was. noted of were .the ones that I made a 

complete classroom observation, an eµtire class period, from 

the beginning of the class to the end of the class. 

Q What class period? Wha~ time? 

A Now, I don't - I couldn't tell you which 

class period. 

Q You don't remember? Do you know how.many 

classes she taught a day? 

A Yes, Sir, she had classes five periods. 

Q .You don't recall which period you sat in 

on? 

A I recall - I know two of the classes I 

sat in on. 
~ ... 

Q What were they? 

A I sat in on a fourth room class and a sixth 

room class on one occasion. 
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Q You are sure it wasn't the second rather 

than the fourth? 

A I am not sure which period the other class 

was, but I am sure about the fourth and sixth • 

Q . You didn't go into all the classes and 

observe? 
[ 19] 

MR.- -GARNETT: May -I ask. all explanation of 

t~at question, all of her classes? 

MR." ·RAl~LINGS :· Yes, her. classes, the 

~iffeierit ~eriods. 

TiiE WITNESS: · i couldri' t answer that 

question. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q She taught all of these periods, didn;t 

she? 

A Yes, -Sir. 

Q These students were juniors and seniors 

and a few sophomore.s? -

A Yes, Sir~· 

Q . A~d, of course, they were different 

students in each class that she taught every day. 

A (witness nodding head) 

Q What was the first class period of the day 

in the school that she taught - that she had? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

What was that .. for? 

i believe.she had a planning period. 

That was a planning period? 

Yes, Sir. 

What took place <luring the planning period? 
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A ,That was to be used as a planning period 

for preparation for- classes. 

Q Didn't you go to Mis~ McConnell a nurnb~r 

of times and have her go and hold classes for some· other 

teacher? 

A I don't recall, Mr. Rawlings, but quite 

of ten we do .wheil there is some need for it. When we have a 

teacher to sit in in ~lace of a teacher who has some other 

pressing reason to be out of a class. 

Q You don't recall specifically asking her 
I . 

to? 

A·· _No, Sir, I don't recall specifically ask-

ing Miss McConnell to. 

Q No~, the times that you talked with Miss 

McConnell about her classes, ·where were you when you talked 

to her? 

In my office. 

Q ·And do you recall on what occasions they 

were, when they were? 

.A I think I can tell you, Sir. (looking 

through p~rsorial not~s) I spoke with her on September the 14th 

of '72 and again on the _18th of September and on the 25th of 

·September, on the 28th of September, and on· the 16th.of 

(21] 

October, and the 18th of October, and the 15th ·of -November, and 

the 22nd of November, December the 13th, and December the 14th, 

and December the 15th. 

No~; ··at any time that you talked to her 

.how long did those talks take? . 
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A Well, I couldn't tell you exactly how long 

each conferenc~ lasted. Some of them were rather lengthy and 

some w;ere not. 

Q Did you at any time in any of those 

conferences ever say to Miss McConnell, ''Unless you do better, 

we are going to discharge you. We are going to have to re­

place you." 

A Well, 1 1_.am not so sure. I am sure that I 

did not use the words discharge or replace because, you know, 

I cann6t do that, but I do know that she was told and she was 

also told in the presence of the Assistant Principal that she 

would 4ave to make more progress than was being made and she 

would have to make corrections. 

Q You say you knew she was a new teacher? 

She had only had a half year's experience bcf ore she came to 

you, you knew that? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q You say that you saw a student - that a 

[22] 

student slept in her clas~, Did you see a student sleep in 

J:ier class? 

A ·Well, I couldn't say that the student was 

asleep, but the student seemed tQ.be ~sleep, not one but more 

than.one. 

Q 

. A 

Q. 

other classes? 

A 

Did_ you $ee.it yourself? 

Did I see it? Yes, Sir • 

Have you ever seen students asleep in 

Yes. 



App. 15 

Q __ Now, you say that the students talked 

when you were there. Have you.seen students talk in other 

classes? 

A ·_Not_t9_that exte~t, no, S~r. 

Q Ho~ much more was it here than in other 

classes? 

A It wa~ on the veree of total confusion 

and chaos. 

Q This was on which occasion that you saw 

this? 

A That was on the occasion of November the -

October the 16th. 

Q All right, when w~s it that you had the 

discussion with Miss McConnell about the zeros? 

[ 23J 
-

A - ·I -had several discuss ions concerning the 

zeros. · 

Q Well, when was the first one? 

A Okay, the 28th day of September. 

Q Now, how often do you observe teachers, Mr. 

Woods? 

A How often do I observe teachers? 

Q Yes. 

. - - . A I observe teachers as much as possible 

depending upon the time .available and, as I said before, we 

certainly try to observe the new members of the staff as soon 

as possible and, of course, then time is utilized where it 

seems to be needed most and, of course, you know, a lot of 
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-

things aren't fair, how ~uch time you have to observe, if a 

teacher or several teachers are not following school policy, 

you know, to the extent that there are greater disciplinary 

problems, more students are out of the class, then we have to 

spend a great deal of time taking care of these things, then 

there is not enough time left for observations. 

Q You didn't get ~long·very well with Miss 

McConnell, did you? 

A If you mean that •••• that Miss McConnell 

didn't seem to understand or I didn't seem to convey directions 

(24] 

or instructions and so forth that were heeded to Miss McConnell 

I would say the answer to that.would probably be yes. 

Q There were occasions that you would see 

her in· the hall that you wouldn't even speak, isn't that true? 

A \ 1. couldn't answer that. 
I 

My wife says 

sometimes that I don't speak to her. 

Q ~ell, ·maybe that's ycur nature that you 

just don't speak to people. 

A (w~tness nodding head 

[25J * * * 
Q Now, Mr. Woods, what i your procedure 

when a new teacher comes to school? What'l~n<l 0£ instructions 

do you give them as to what to do? 

A Well, we have a work week which 

[26] 

we had preceding the_ s7h~~~ year in questio and in addition 

to the regular faculty meetings which all policies and 

so forth are gone over, the entire sch6ol Each 
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teacher is _give~ ~ ~c.hool h~ndbo9k_ concerning the School Board 

policy and the school policy and we also -·1 had an orientation 

meeting with all the new teachers and anything that was not 

sufficiently covered in the other areas was gone over wiih 

the new teachers. 

--g_ Do you recall what things specifically · 

you went over with Miss McConnell? 

A I recall the fact that we did go over th~ 

matters of discipline, bow they were to be handled, and we di<l 

~o over the matters concerning the evaluation of students. 

Those were· two things we cov~red. 

Q _Now, when did you do this? You really 

didn't sit down with her and explain the procedures before 

she started, did you? 

A 

Q 

and what. not. 

A 

Concerning these two things? 

Concerning the discipline and organization 

We.must have spent - not individually, 

because it was not that much time in the pre~school week to 

do this with all the teachers, but we did have at least five 

[ 2 71 

st,f~me~tings lasting· at least an hour each in which all 

teacher~ were instructed to bring their handbook. The hand­

book was gone over. The new teacher was instructed to bring 

the handbook to the orientation meeting of the new teachers 

and it was at this time that the proc~dures were gone over. 

! · Q The meetings you had with. Miss McConnell 

were more or l~ss strained me~tings. At the time that you 

talked t~ her you were criticizing. You weren't giving her 

instructions on what she was· to do. You were just criticizing. 
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I 

1. 

A 

Q 

A- -

Q 

A 

. -

App. 18 
You mean the orientation meeting? 

No, the other· meetings. 

Are you talking·about the orientation? 

No,· the sep~rate conferences. 

·The sep~rate meetings after she had already 

begun teaching? · 

Q Um, hum. 

A Would you repeat the question? 

Q You were complaining with her about what 

she had done. Yc:m didn't sit down and explain to her to try 

to help her to improve, did you? 

A We were discussing problem areas and at 

that time certainly every effort was made to improve pcrformanc~, 

to make suggestions, such as the incident concerning the zeios. 

[ 28) 

I gcave her_ sugg~~ticms a~d __ l!'e~ns .of eliminating this matter. 

Q To your knowledge don~t other teachers 

give zeros for that kind of thing? 

A 

Q. 

A 

measures. 

Q 

As.~isciplina~y m~asurements,. no, Sir. 

.'!'alk~ng while. taking a test? 

~vidence of cheating, but not disciplinary 

Was~~t this what it was about, that Miss 

McConnell told you they were talking while they were taking 

a test-and she considered it to be· cheating? Isn't that what 

she told you? 

A She told me in the first conference and 

it was then that I suggested preventive measures to see that 

the occasion didn't happe~; ·:·that_ students would be finished 

with the test that they would have their test papers folded, 

:not· know what to do with them, no instrt.ictions or anything 
L 
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to do anything else so it wouI"dn't be any cause to be talking 

after they had completed the test. 

Q If one student had completed his test and 

turned it in and was talking with someone who was still taking 

the test, wouldn't that be just as bad? 

A But this wasn't the case. 

Q But you don't see anything wrong with giv-

ing a student a zero while he is taking a test? 

[2 9] 
A -- If it's evidence of· cheating. 

Q What evidence would you want? 

'A The e~idence of cheating would be giving 

information while the test was in progress not, you know, 

talking after the test was com~let~d. · 

Q And yo~ are·teiling the Court thai Miss 

McConnell did not give instructions as to what the students 

were to do the next day when they entered the class? 

correct. 

A 

Q 

A 

.Q 

-A 

Q 

·on the occasion that·! observed, that is 

That was one occasion? 

(witness nodding h~ad) 

Right? 

Well, on ·the three occasions. 

·You are telling. the C6urt on three 

occasions she didn't give them anything to do the next day? 

A The assignments were not explained and 

they were not given proper directions. There was considerable 

confusion as to what they could not or what they should do. 

Q You did not come back the next day to see 

what th¢y did b~sed on those assignments, did you? 

A No, Sir, I ·did-not. 
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( 30] * * * 
Q But, ·you .don't know whether this went on 

in the other classes that she had or not. You only know what 

you saw that one time. 

A 

Q 

taught? 

A 

Q 

would they be? 

[ 31] 

A 

Q 

I didn't see other classes, no, Sir. 

You didn't observe every period that she 

Not for an entire class period, no, Sir. 

~hen you made.these brief visits, how long 

Well, from five· to ten minutes. 

That was when you went there for a specific 

purpose to ta-lk. to her about something, not merely to observe? 

A · Yes ··' Sir. 

* * * 
' 

THE COURT: Let me get one thing straight, 

Mr. Woqds. What were the zeros given for? 

THE WITNESS: The students had finished 

taking a test and, of course, they had folded their papers 

and their names were written on them, you know, so that - and 

after finally completing the test they kept the test papers on 

their desks but the students were talking so they were given 
I 

zeros. 

THE COURT: Is that an accetpable educa­

tional method for discipline? 

THE WITNESS: No, Sir. 

THE COURT: Well, in the schools - say the 

A student knows all the answers and they have finished, arc 

they just as guilty as the F students? 
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THE WIT~ESS: Yes, Sir •. 

THE COURT: You told her this was not an 
[32] 

acceptable way of discipline. What way do you dis~i~line the 

class? 

THE WITNESS: We ha~ri different means • 

. · THE COURT: I know· a lot of education now -

well, when I went to school the Principal we had· if w~ did any­

thing wrong walked around the desk and went on home •. How do 

you discipline children now? 

THE' WITNESS: Well~ the effectiv·e m·e.ans we 

have a detention hall, keep them after school. 

THE COURT:. Do you give demerits, you know, 

ten demerits? . . . - - . - - - -
.. 

'THE WITNESS: No; Sir. 

'THE COURT: They don't give demerits any 
-.. 

more? - ... ..- ... - . 

- .. -
THE WITNESS: No, Sir. 

THE COURT: Keeping a child after school, 

suppose a child continues to act ~p and continues to disrupt 

the class~ how do you discipline him? 

THE WITNESS: We use suspension and parent-

al conferences. 

THE COURT: Someone talking during the test 
I 

is that wrong? 

THE WITNESS: Do what now? 

[33] 

THE COURT: The student talking during a 

class, if you eXFlai~ the rule first, anyone caught talking 

during th~ test gets· zero, they are fully advised of the rule 

and they talk - · 



i 
I 

I App. 22 .. 

, THE WITNESS: .No, Sir, that cbuld certain!} 

!be cons~rued as cheating and that would be different from 
I . 

after tlhe completion of the test. 

[35] * * * 
l THE COURT: . Like ,the end of the grading 

periodJ were her grades in on time? 

THE WITNESS: As far as I know, yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: From your observations and 

experiJnce looking over grades of t~achers~ did you see any­

thing Jnusual about her grades, larg~ numbers of failures or 
I 
i 

large numbers of A's or sort of a routine grading? 

I THE WITNESS: I would say there was nothing I 

I completely unusual. 

I 
I 

THE COURT: Did you ever check any of her 

tests ~o see whether it was a test e~uivalent to high school 

senior~ taking twelfth grade English? 

I THE WITNESS: I did, yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: Were they tests usually given I . . 
to a t~elfth grade student of high school? 

I 
I 

I didn •It 
I 
I 
I 

THE WITNESS: 

think very good tests, 

THE COURT: 

Well, they were certainly -

no. 

Would you say they were too 
I 

easy 01 too hard? 

[36] 

easy. 

. l ? quest1qn. 

THE WITNESS: I would say they were too 

THE COURT: Too easy. All right. 

MR. RAWLINGS: May I ask one :further 

THE COURT: Yes, Sir. 
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* * * 
You say about the zeros after the test had 

been completed, you got that information from the stu<lents, 

is that right? You didn't obseive that yourself? 

A No, Sir. 

Q You don't know whether all the students had 

finished the test or not from your own knowledge? 

A The only thing I know is what Miss 

McConnell said and I got this information from the teacher her-

self. 

Q You didn't get that information from Miss 

McConnell that the students were talking after the test, that 

everybody was talking? 

A No. I di<l get the information from Miss 

[ 37} 

McConnell that they were talking after they had finished the 

test and the students they were talking to had finished the 

test and I suggested means and ways of preventing this. 

stop 

stop 

days 

Q 

A 

giving 

giving 

prior 

zeros 

them 

to the 

Not all the students had finished the test? 

To my understanding, no. 

* * * 
THE COURT: One further question. Did $h~ 

after _ _you talked to her'? 

THE WITNESS: No. Sir. 

THE COURT: She continued. Did ·she ever 

to the time her employment was terminated? 

TllE WITNESS: She was still doing this four 

Christmas ho~:!~ays, December 14th. 
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THE COURT: You had talked to her before 

that time? 

THE WITNESS: I had spoken with her the 

first time September the 28th and on two other occasions. 

CROSS EXA~iINATION (continuing) 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q Mr. Woods, did you ever tell her that she 

couldn't do this, but you just recommended other procedures? 

[38) 

A I told her that she could not give a zero. 

t told her this was not to be done and recommended other pro-

cedures. 

[ 40] 

Q 

A 

Q 

·, 

When? 

The first time on September 28th. 

Testimony of William M. Baker 

Direct Examination 

* * * 
Pursuant to those duties, did you take 

occasion to observe the Plaintiff, Miss McConnell's, perfor­

mance as- a teacher artd to work with her? 

A Yes, I observed Miss McConnell's classroom 

on - well, the beginning what brought my attention to Miss 

McConnell was that I found students in the halls. Part of my 

duty as.Assistant Principal is to go through the halls and 

ch~ck students that are out of the classroom, to stop them, to 
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ask t!em for.what purpose they are out of their classroom. 

They ~re all supposed to have a hall pass stating where they 

are g1ing, what their duties ~re, why they aie out of the 

class~ I stopped some of our students, talked to them, asked 
I 

fiom ~hose class they were. They said Miss McConnell's. I 

asked \for a hall pass. They said sh~ didn't give us one. I 
I 

said ~hat did she say -

MR. ~WLINGS: I object to anything further 

He is ~estifying to hearsay. 
I 

THE WITNESS: This is actually my observa-I . . ~ 
tion, tvhat I asked the students and the report I got back from 

I 
the sd1dcnts. 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

i 

THE COURT: 

THE WITNESS: 

bctwcc~ me and .the students. 
I 
I 

[41] I 
I 

BY MR., GARNETT:· (continuing) 

Just.a minute. 

It was a verbal conversation 

Q Did you discuss that, if I may, with Miss 
.. 

at.any.time? 

A Yes, I did. At the time I t~lked with Miss 
i 

McConn~ll I got the h~ndbciok out. I thought during the pre-
! 

schooljworkshop she misunderstood what she should do with the 

students that were giving pioblems i~ the classroom~ I took 

the ha~dbook and showed her· to send the students from her I . . . . 
class she must give them a hall pass and if it's a. disruptive I . . 
student, she would proceed in three ways: bring the student 

to the off ic~ stating a complaint -
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Q 
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By office, what office do you mean? 

Sir? 

What do you mean? 

To my office. 

Righ·;:. 

To my office, stating the complaint, send 

the stu~ent to the off ice with a note stating the complaint or 

see me during her planning period or sometime when she was not 

in class and tell me about the student and I would send for 

the student. That is the only three ways that a stud~nt should 

be out of a classroom. 

Q Did she follow that advice? 

[42] 

A She did not follow that advice when I gave 

it to her and she didn't follow that advice in December when 

I was still talking to her about this. She still just continu­

ed to send students out in the hall arbitrarily and say get 

out. 

Q Now, give the Court the benefit in some 

detail, if you please, of your total observations of Miss 

McConnell's performance as a teacher and a member of the staff 

of the Spotsylvania Senior High School. 

A On one occasion on these papers that we· 

are talking about, six students - I think it was six students -

came tB my office with test pa~ers from Miss·McCon~ell's class. 

On the papers she had given them a grade and some of them were 

rather high grades and then ~he had marked through that grade 

and put a zero and down under that, talking. These papers 
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were graded at night after the class. The grade was given and 

then that was marked through and a zero was· put on there. A 

competent teacher - when a competent teacher gives a test, she 

gives the student specific instructions -

('43] * * * 
Q Did you discuss that problem with Miss 

McConnell at any time? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Explain that to the Court~ 

Grades arc not to be usc<l as disciplinary 

measures with stu<lents. 

[44] 
Q What do you base that on! 

A 
.. 

It's in handbook. It's our policy. our 

Q Is that gone over in the orientation?· 

A. This was gone over 1n the pre..;school work-

shop and I personally discussed this with Miss McConnell and I 

explained to her when she gave a test she should give students 

specific instructions·. When they completed the test she should 

have a task for them to perform because some students finished 

the test ~n twenty minutes,· some bf them twenty-five minutes, 

some of them forty minutes, and some take the whole class and 

still not complete the test so a competent teacher would say 

this is the test. Now when ~ou finish the test this is what 

you are supposed to do, operi your books, read, or these are 

questions that you should answer or some assignment for students 

who have completed the test. I went over that with Miss 

McConnell and _instructed her in that way; that that is 

compet~nt, then she wouldn't have these· students talking while 

other people were trying to finish the test. I discussed that 

with Miss McConnell. 
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f 45] * * * 
Q What was the result of your efforts to 

correct Miss McConnell's methods? 

A They were not successful. I was asked to 

make a formal evaulation of Miss McConnell on January the 11th 

and these discussions with Miss McConnell had been going on 

since September -

[46) * * * 
THE WITNESS: At the begi_JJJUilJ! of the 

class it took fifte.cn or twentv._mi nute_c:;_ for the class to c:ct 

settleJ down. There were various conversations going 011 in 

the room between stu<lents. She eventually g3ve them a 

written assignment, passe<l it out. Some of the students 

started on this assignment but it was a lot of discussion, a 

lot of questions as to just what did she want them to <lo. 

They couldn't understand het explanation what sl1e wanted them 

to do and there were private conversations between students 

going on. ~·liss McConnell Has standing in front of the room 

trying to answer questions from stuJents who wanted more 

specific instructions on the assignment. She.finally got ther.i 

scttlcJ down and they st:irted \\'Orking 011 the assig11111cJ1t. Jn a 

very few minutes s·omc of the students completed the assign111cnt, 

brought it up to the desk and laid it on the desk. The 

students were up at various times bringing the assignment up 

t.47]. 
and some stu<lents were 1vorking on the assignli1ent, some other 

students were asking ~-liss t.tcConncll what shall we do now a;:J 

she prcicceJe<l to go to the blackboard and proceeded to write 

things to <lo for the examination and she started discussing 

these thing~ that she was writing on the blackboard while some 

of the· students completed the written assignment that she haJ 
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given them at the beginning of the class and this was on 

Januaty the 11th. 

Q Have you covered other visits that you 

made to her class of her performance as a teacher? 

A This was the only time I was ·asked to 

write a formal evaluation. ·I had been .asked. to go to her class 

on other occasions. At those times I did not stay the whole 

period. I would go in there for ten or fifteen minutes. The 

same type of thing existed, stutlents talking to each other. 

I would talk to Miss McConnell. Send those students. to me. I 

can discipline them in the office. I can't help you unless you 

send· them to the office with a complaint. I was there to help 

he r • l 1.,r a s. t 'r y i ll g to h c l p • · J w a ll t c d to he l p . 

Q Diel she respond to that? 

A She woultl not send the students with a 

specific complaint to the of ficc. 

Q ·Over what period of time of your efforts 

did they last? \Vhen di <l they begin? 

[48] 
A From September clean to January. That's 

my job. ~ly job is to help teachers that are having disciplinar{ 

problems. That's part of my job. I can't help if they don't 

seek my help. If they don't follow the manual and send ti1e 

stu<lcn'ts to the office with a specific complaint, what the 

s·tudent is doing, what they arc not supposed to do. 

Q Did you observe Miss l\lcConnell 's class, 

if it was making progre5s in her administration as a teacher? 

A As an Eng 1 i s h teacher rh s s }-lc Conn e 11 ha s a 

tendency to give tests a little bit different. She would give 

short ans\~er tests ... Our students' read a series of books and 

as t recall. some of the t·ests that I got from Miss McConnell's 
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questions were such as what was the name of so ai1d so, what 

color hat did so and so have on. They were objective type 

tests. They were not written tests. She wasn't asking them to 

write paragraphs that they woulJ make sentences anJ punctuate 

that she could evaluate, what I would consider to be an English 

teacher's job. 

Q From your toL;.11 conferences with her Jid 

you reach a sufficient conculsion as to whether she was an 

adequ:.ite teacher? 

A The twenty-three years that r·have been in 

the fielJ of e<luc:.ition I have spent eleven years in a<lminis-

[49] 
tration either as Assistant Principal or as a Principal and 

based on that experience and based on the experience that I 

have had working in the public schools and working with the 
' ' . 

public. Miss McConnell was not .lLCOmDetent teacher. She was 

not d_oing a competent i ob _as an English teacher. In I!lY 

opinion her presence at Spotsylvania High School was detriment 

to the students and detriment to the school as a whole because 

~h~s thing of students out in the hall running around they 

c_o~ld have gotten in their car and gone up the road. They 

weren't under any supervision. They were just running around 

·and we are required by law to supervise these students from 

the time they le~v~ home in the morning until the time they 

g_et back in the afternoon. We can't supervise if thev are not 

~!J.ere they are ~~sign.e_~ to he. It becomes an intolerable 

s.ituation. 

MR. GARNETT: . You may cross examine. 
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Testimony of William W. Baker 

Cross Examination 

[49] 
CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: 

Q Mr. Baker, are you basing your opinion 

as to whether she is a competent teacher that she allows 

students to run around in the hall? 

[SO] 

A . ~~9, I am bas~ng it on. eleven years of 

experience in administration that I hav~ had in 6bserving 

teachers. 

Q I understand that, but you said yout 

reason that she -

A Because of the chaotic conditions in her 

cla.~sroom, because of th~ examinations, the tests that she 

ga~e students) because she would allow students to roam the 

~~t~s freely •. On one occasion I observed her prior to Thanks­

giving and I went by her room.· I went by her room and a 

~ouple of students were there. She said the rest were in the 

library. I went to the library. Her students were in there 

reading, you know, magazines and newspapers. I went back and 

said do they ~ave ~ specific.assignment in the _library._ She 

said no, I just gave them free time. That's not competent 

teaching. 

Q You don't know that is done every time. 

You don't know she did it every period. 

A I am not saying that a competent teacher 

ne'Ver does it. 

Q Never sends anybody to the library, a free 

t i.rne? 
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A 

do. 

(51] 

Q 

A. 

Q 

Clas~. 

A 

Q 

·- A 
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Without a specific assignment, something to 

You don't know what these students -

What the ~t~dents said, she said get out. 

You don't know whether they went to the 

She marked them present. 

Did you check that? 

lf ·they had been absen~, they should have 

been ·on her absent list from the classroom and they were not 

on.there. 

Q. 

. A . 

Q 

A - .. 

How do you know? 

Because she didn't mark them absent. 

How do you know? 

·Because she· is- required to turn in a list 

by periods of students that are.absent. 

:.Q .· · · Did you check it? 

A Yes. She did not ma~k those itu<lents 

absent so, therefore, we assume they are in the classroom • 

. · Q. Do you know what period those students 

came from? 

A Various periods. I very seldom get to the 

second class <luring the first period because of the other· 

~esponsibilities that I have, but from the second period to the 

!sixth period -
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Q When.you found the .students in the hall, 

did ~ou take them to Miss McConnell? 
I 
I A I . brought him to the office. 

I 

I 
I 

Q You didn't take him to Miss McConnell and 

say,! look, why is he here? 

A You don't - as-an administrator I am not 

goin~ to belittle Miss McConnell ln front of a student~ 

i ... Q _ ... · .. You are not going to take the student to 
I . 
I her and say, look, he is out here without any permission, and 

she ki~n't ha~e a chance to deny it? 
I 

A !·brought him to the office and saw her 
i 

priv~tely and discussed it with her privately and she said I 
! 
' 

sent; them out in the hal 1. -l told them to get out. 

____ Q_. ~~---.When did she tell you this? 

A In our discussion. 

Q. · When? 

A. I don't know the specific date. 

Q How many times? 
. ' 

I 
A · But diff ercnt times she said his prcsense 

I 
I in my classroom was intolerable. I told.him to get out. 

said 1don't do that. Send him to the office. 

I 

: ~ !. . 

I Q Did she evcr·send anybody_ to the office? 

A =on one occasion. 

I 
I . I . 
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Q 

A 
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What did you do? 

I told the student that his actions would 

have to improve. If· they didn't impro~e, certain things would 

happen to him, and theri after this student was sent to the 

office I discussed with her if he didn!t improve, she should 

send him back to me immediately and· I would take other action, 

either get his p~rents in and talk to them or I would suspend 

him from school or take some other action, and the student was 

never sent batk to·me the second timei 

Q 

A 

.Q 

You say she never ~ent any 6ther student? 

Not to my knowledge~ 

All right, now, with respect to the zeros, 

you say it's in the manual n~t to give zeros for discipline? 

A It says grades are not to be used as 

discipline. It's not good educational procedure to use grades 

for disciplinary purposes. 

Q Do you consider givi_ng a zero for cheating 

on a test as a disciplinary measure? 

A A competent tqacher - a competent teacher 

who was accusing a student of cheating would take that paper 

rigl1t then. They wouldn't wait until the examination was over. 

They would say, give me your paper. You are cheating. 

Q And would do what with it? 
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[54] 

A And say you got a zero. You are cheating. 
I 

It would be done right then. 
I 

It wo~ldn't be given up with the 

rest ht the papers ~nd give it a gr~de of ninety-five and 
I 

marke~ through and given a zero and;say talking. A cornp~t.ent 
I . 
I 

teach~r in a situatiori of suspecting a student of cheating 
I 
I 

would! take that student's paper now~ 
i 

Q 

v A 

That would be all right? 

That would. be competent. 
I 

It would be in-

competent to . I . take those papers up arid assume that they were 

talking and 

Q 

talking and 

and tlking 

I 
I graded. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

cheating and give thern'a zero. 

What is the difference? You have 
•' 

been 

I told you you were. talking and you are cheating 

the paper. 

The pap~rs were taken up. The papers were 

How do you know Mr. Baker? 

I saw the paper • 

You didn't see ~hem graded? 
' 
I 

I saw ~hem on there. 
. I 

How do you know? 
I 
I 

Let's p~t is this ~ay: I saw~these papers 
I 
I 

that riss McConnell.'s studerits had ~aken. At least this was, 

the students had told me. I saw a ~rade on that paper that 
I . 

I 
I 
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[55] 

means the completed p~per was graded •. I saw a line marked 

through that and a zero and writteti under that talking. I am 

saying that a competent teacher would not let a student finish 

an examination on which they thought they were cheating • 

- Q . Would you consider it to be incompetent 

for. a teacher who has told the students not to talk, she is 

going to give them a zero if they talk, taking the paper, 

grading it so the students can see what they do, and then give 

him a zero on the grade? 

MR. GARNETT: Object to the question on 

the grounds that it's against school policy to give them a 

zero. 

: __ -:. ·_·_MR. RAWLINGS: He has already said that 

it's all right to give them-a zero. 

THE WITNESS: If they are.cheating and 

take the paper while the test ·is ~oing on, not two days later. 

- . 
BY MR. RAWLINGS.: (continuing) 

Q .How do you know it was two days later? 

A The students said we turried the paper in 

yesterday. We got the~ this morning. We arc coming to show 

them to you, to see what happ6ned. · 

Q That's the only thing you ~re basing it 

on? 
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A 

Q 

·· - Is what-the· stud~nts told me,· yes, Sir. 

Now, is it anywhere in the manual that you 

are not to give zeros for students taking examinations when 

they are talking? 

A It says grades-will not be used for 

disciplinary purposes.· It's not good teaching. 
I 

Have you seen the grades that Miss Mcconnel~. 

gave the students for the term in her class? r 

Q 

. .. 
- - . - -A ··-,it's not part of my duties. We do require 

school.teachers are required_ to break down the grades percentagt 

wise and how many·got such and such grade and of the total 

percentage of students she has what per cent· got A's and what 

per cent got B's and C's. I.have seen those from our school 

but I have ·not specifically seen those from Miss McCorinell, no, 

Sir. 

Q You are basing part of your observations on 

what kind of education the students get out of this kind of 

teaching, is that true? 

A Restate the question. 

Q You ate stating one df the reasons you say 

she is not a competent teacher and therefore should not teach 

is because you want the children to learn. 

A That.is certainly the purpose of good 

instruction, y.es, right. 

[57] 
Q So if the children learn they are at least 

being taught. 

A If learning is taking place. If they arc 

wandering around in the halls, you can't teach a whole lot to 

a student who is running around in the halls. 



I 

App. 38 

[58] * * * 
THE COURT: I would like to a~k him - it 

looks like we are ~etting a lot of zeros and disciplinary 

type things. If she were using it in violation of the school 

~ules as a disciplinary action, wouldn't it have more effect 

on a student to know he got ninety-seven on a test and he was 

talking and she graded it and put ninety-seven and put zero, 

was talking, which indicated the talking was cheating? 

Wouldn't it be a more severe blow to a student who was going to 

get zer:o anyway? 

THE WITNESS: No, she stated the student 

was talking so he must have been cheating. This is the indica­

tion that I got. He got the zero because he was talking and 

if he was talking he must have been cheating. Now, if he was 

cheating you should never have permitted him to finish the 

examination and I think it would have been more of a severe 

blow for him disciplinary wise for a teacher to go back while 

that class was in progress - I did it as a teacher myself. 

I know other teachers have done it, and say you arc cheating, 

you are getting your answers from another student, and I take 

your p~per right now and I take that paper and I take it and I 

tear it up an~ put it in the wastebasket. (witness indicating) 

[59] 
THE -coURT: · Would you admit this: _ there 

is roo* for diff~rence of opinion? 
. . . : ... ~ .... ~: . ·. -.. ~ . . . . ' . ' . . . .. 

THE WITNESS: ·:Yes, Sir •. 

THE COURT: ·Because if you don't· know you 
• ' • ; ,i •• • • 

have a_ right and you ~ight tear som~bodt's pap~r up and say 

that's good teacher, I was going to get a zero anyway, but if 
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you got caught tal~ing and you got ninety-seven that raight be 

differe~t. N~w, ~n a class of geometry, algebra, and on down 

the line, but isn't it in the classroom the to~~lity of build­

ing the individual? 

Testimony of Ralph Tatum 

Direct Examination 

[63] * * * 
Q . - .. Did you discuss your evaluation of Miss 

• McConnell with her at any time? 

A· _Ye~, Sir, I did. October 23rd I made an 

observation of Miss McConnell. ·I found in the classroom that 

t.he c.lassroom · wa~ disorganized. She seemed to be having a lot 

o~ disciplin~ry ·problems, seemed there was no type of planning 

or no type of organization going on so on October the 24th the 

first period was Miss. McConnell's planning period. I had her 

to com~ in to the conference room at the Senior High School. 

We talked it. ov~r, .th~. things that I saw in h~r classroom th~ 

day before that. I made some suggestions how she could 

improv'e .these _things. At th.e time I was in the classroom some 

of ~he students they appeared to be asleep. At least their 

heads ·were on their desks, kids were walking in and out of the 

classroom. I don't know what for. I don't .know whether they 

were Supposed to be in there or out. It seemed that some of 

the students they were talking out when they wanted to. They 

talke4 all ihe way across ~he classroom if they wanted to talk 

to someone. I realized she was having a problem so I asked 

to talk to her the riext morning and we did. I talked with her 

on the 24th and we discussed these things. 
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[64] 

Q Now, based on your observatitins _did you 

discu~s any deficiency in her ability as a teacher? 

A Yes, Sir._ 

Q. And in relation to some of the problems 

that you mentioned? 

-__ .A l·would say the deficiency in .her ·planning 

and general organization of the classroom, these were the most 

things I was concerned with and she seemed to be having some 

disciplinary problems with the students. 

Q .. Did the advice ·and assistance you gave Miss 

kcConn~ll produce an improvement in.her performance to the point 

~hat these deficiencies had been overcome? 

. ,~ . A~. ~From my first observation of Wiss.McConnell 

;1 went back in January, my list observation didn't seem to be 

an effort of any improvement 6f Miss McConnell or making any 
I 

corrections of any t~ings that I had seen or had talked with 

her about. 
i 

Q Now, based on your qualifications as you 

have explained them, what is your opinion of Miss McConnell's 
I 
~erfor~ance as a teacher in the Senior High School during the 
I 

past school year? Was it an acceptable, efficient performance 

1or othe.twise? 

A From my observat~on and experience that I 
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had in the field of supervision and the field of education I 

would say that Miss McConnell's teaching would not be accept­

able in Spotsylvania Senior High School. 

Q -Is that in comparison with·the performance 

of other teachers in the same school? 

A. 

- .. Q 

Yes,. Sir. 

-- ·-··-And is· relative to generally maintained 

~tandards in the school and in the performance of teachers? 

I mean your evaluation is based on the performance of others? 

A Yes, Sir, the standards and ·performance of 

others and the rules and regulations that we have in the 

County~ 

Q And on her performance and nonconformance 

to those standards? 

were made 

the School 

{661 

A 

Q 

known 

A 

Board 

Yes, Sir. 

·Did it come a time on which·your 

to the School Boar<l of this County? 

Yes, Sir, l made my o·bserva tions 

at the hearing that we had. 

Testimony of Ralph Tatum 

Cross Examination 

* * * 

findings 

known to 

Q Now, you say that Miss McConnell - first 

off let me ask you: on October the 23rd· do yoq know what time 

that period is? 

A It was 9:50 a.m. to 10:45 a.m •. 
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would say. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A-

Q 

A 

·10:49 a.m. · 

Q 

A 

Q 

i." App., 42 

That was the second period? 

The second period. 

In November was it the same period? 

November 23th was 12:16 p.m. to 1:12 p.m. 

Which period would that have been? 

That would have been the fourth period I 

And in, January when did you go there? 

Iri J~nuar~ I went back from 9:51 a.m. to 
"-. 

That's the ~econd period? 

That's the second period. 

What disciplinary things are you talking 

about? You said Miss McConnell, was having disciplinary pro-

blems? 

A · -It appeared she was having disciplinary 

problems. The students were talking out when they wanted to. 

She didn't seem to have any C:.ontrol with the students. 

Q: Did she te:il them not to talk out? 

A To my· knowledge I didn't hear her say that. 

Q You don't know whether she recogni~ed and 

accepted that as part of her .teaching procedure? 

I ~ouldn't think that the sttidents talking 

from one side of the ro~n to the other, talking out, hollering 

whenever they felt like it -

Q You .don't know ~h~t~er ~hey were violating 

any rules that yo~ ~now of, were they? They weren't deliber­

ately ~oing against her instruction? 
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her 

I 
I 

\ 

I 
I 

A 

Q 
1· 

\ 

A 

I 
I 

Q 
I • • . 

perm1ss1on. 

A 

i Q 

App. 

I would think 
• •. I ..... 

Did you hear 
... : 

No, ·Sir. 

·They. may very 

I 

! 
\ so. 
I 
I her tell them not to talk? 
I 
I 

l 
well haie been doing it with I .. 

-. I 
I don't think for a teachei -

I 
If sh~ was not ~bjecting to the talking 

I how can 
I 

.1 

you say she was having a disFipli~ary problem? 

A The way the stud~nts were conducting them-

selve~ in the classroom. . . I 

Q 

discip\line? 
I 

- - .l. 

I 
I 
f 
I 

. i 
students 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I would 
I 
I 

[69] 
\ 

A. 

. Q_ . 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

wouldn '.t 

Q 

A 

think. 

Q 

What else did yo~ see with respect to 

....... - - .. 

Students asleep ~ appeared to be asleep. 
. -.. 

. . . I 

Ever seen studenis sleep ·in class? 

Yes, Sir. 1-

I 
They d·o it on occi:as ion in classes? 

i .. 
In some. 

I . 
It's not unusual~ is it?· 

. I . 
i 

Not ~his many stJdents. This many 
I 

. . I . 
.be usual, I would think. 

. ! 

They what. 
I 
I 

·The number of stu
1

clents would be unusual 

I 

The two times ~ou 1 went back w~s the second 

period in the morning, wasn't it? 
; 
i 

I 

I A Yes, Sir. 

/ 
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Q On say the first visit you went there how 

many students were asleep? 

f 73] 

teachers? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

.. A 

classrooms. 

Q 

you have a routine? 

A 

At least four. 

How many· in the class? 

Approximately twenty - in the twenties. 

* * * 
Now, how often do you observe other 

I observe as often as I can get into the 

Do you have any procedure for this? Do 

Do you observe all new teachers? 

All new teachers I do, yes, Sir, all new 

teachers in the County. 

Q And you do it two or three times? 

A Right, two or three times in the year, 

Sir. 

[74] * * * 
'Q The complaint that you had against Miss 

McConnell was the fact that you contend she didn't organize 

her classes well enough? 

Yes, Sir. 

yes, 

A 

Q What do you mean by organization? What was 

she supposed to do that she didn't do? 

A Well, I didn't sec any evidence at the time 

I was in there, evidence of planning, the organization of the 

classroon1. I just didn't sec how she would teach with the 

chaos that was going on. The students were doing a lot of 
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I 
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I mentioned this to Mis~ McConnell. I told her the 
! 

f . I h. irf t t ing she would have to do ~he would have to get some. 
I 

typb of order before she coul<l <lo 1 any type of teaching. 
I 

[ 75] 

Q When you talk 

i 
I 

~bout 
I 
I 

order, you are talking 

about students sitting down? 
I 

I 
' 

A Sitting down 

When you talk 

i 

ahd being quiet. 
i 
~bout planning, the day 

before or a week in advance? ! 
i 

·some evidence bf 
i 

planning, yes, Sir, know 

what she 'is going to do, to give the 
. ! 

students, and this type 
I 

This is what I am .talking 

. I 

I 
of ·thing. 

I . 
planning. 

about, some evidence of 

Q When you say you were there in October and 
' i ' . i ' 

I 
November and January and you saw no evidence of planning, what 

I. · .£ · . 11 1 hi · d · · d · d f was rt spec1 ica y t1at you. saw t at in 1ca~e no ev1 ence 0 

planning? . J · 

. I· ·· · · A Spe.cifically 4at I didn't see her with 

anyt~ing that really seemed meanin~ful that she.was doing that 

the ktudents·were interested in, wlen the students were 

sleeiing, heads 6n the desks. I ~less. they were sleeping. 

Theyjhad their heads on the desks,]talking and just,really 

disinterested in what she was doin~. . .. · .. 

Q 

A 

Was she talkin~ about the stibjcct? 
I . 

At times, yes, ISir. 
I 

. I 
Well, how could· she hav.e planned and done 

I . I q 
differently? What things differen~ly c'ould she have done that 

woulJ indicate planning in what shd did? 

i i 

I 
I 
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A Something that would hold the interest of 

the st!udents to keep the interest ofi the students in ~newing 

·what slhe was doing. i 
.. 

Q 
i 

You are saying the evidence of planning is 

holding the int~rest of the students~ 
I 
I 

A Yes, Sir, some t~pe of formal instruction, 

teaching and learning is going on. 

Testimony of Donald ~arton 
I 

Direct Examinat~on' 

-IC 

i 
[ 78] * * 

Q I~ the course 0£ the performance bf those . 
duties <lid you have the .opportunity Ito make the acquaintance I . . 
of Miss McConnell and make any obsetvations 0f hei performance 

1 · . . I 
of teaching? ] 

I 

A Yes, Sir, I mad~ two formal observations. 
I 

.Q Would you tell ~he Court the:ixtent of 

your observations and the results of your observations. 
I 

A I made the first - excuse me, Judge, I 

have a slight cold. . I 
I 

A 

THE COURT: Tha~'s all right, Sir. 

I <l l £ . I b · . b ma e tie irst: o servation on Novem er 

7th. I believe it was second periodi. ;..Jo, it was 1:16 p.m. to 

2:10 p.m., which I t~ink is the four~h period. At the time 
l 

that I entered the room prior to thci class compTetirig the 
i 
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[ 79] 
corridor bell ringing, introduced myself to Miss McConnell so 

she would know and asked if there was room so I could observe 

the class. She directed me to a chair and I stayed the entire 

period. She stated to me that it was review class and in the 

period of observation to me it appeared that the planning for 

the- review was not adequate and the reason I say that is 

because she had a copy ~f the book which she had.apparently 

completed the instructions from and· she was thumbing through 

the book and she would thumb awhile and ask a question and 

thumb awhile and ask a question. It appeared it was no set 

order that she had. It was just a ma~ter of thumbing through 

the book. She was easily distracted quring this period of 

instruction.· The student~ would say something about can we 

turn the heat on, can we turn the air-conditioner off. She 

would make some comme~t .. from thi~ and .the s~udents would lead 

her away from what was· actually. going on. There seemed to be 

a lack of enth~siasm in the presentation of h~r lesson, in a 

monotone voice a~ked question after question. If the students 

didn't answer in a very short period .of time, she would answer 

the question herself. She called her roll for attendance ·from 

her grade book, which I personally feel that pretty near three 
. . 

months of teaching is unnecessary. You should know your 

students by this time. After observing Niss McConnell at this 

[80] 

time I did have a conference with her :in the high school 

conference room. I went over this with her and I gave her a 

copy which: she signed fo~ me and a copy for me and on this ther~ 

were suggestions how she could improve in some of these areas 

and then at this time I told her I would be back. On January 

18th I did. return -
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[ 81] * * .* 
.Q All right, Mr. iBarton, what do you have 

on January the 18th? 

A On January the 18th it appeared that I 

returned to class during an~ther rJview period. I can't 

I answer why I got two review period~~ At this time the teacher 

agai! in the.monotone expression w~s asking questions of the I . i 
s tu<len ts. I asked the teacher at ~he end of the class per io<l 

' 

if I could see her lesson plan for that lesson an<l she said, 

"\foll, it \vas just a review," and I never di<l see any lesson 

plan1~hatsoever. At the beginning !of the class period Miss 

McC01nell was sitting at her desk., After the tardy bell rang 
I . 1 

appr,ximatcly four students entcre~ the class. It's my un<ler-

.standing of high school policy that they are to have a tardy 

[82] 

pass to enter the class. If she sa~ one, I never saw one. Misr 

McConnell never asked for one. She sat at her desk for five 

minutles, according to my watch, bef~re she commenced to do 

anytJing in the class. Then she started .to conduct the lesson 
i 

and it was app~~ximately three girl~ sitting very close to me 

:within very ·easy hearing ~nd th~y wbre t~lking. Miss McConnell 

did say something like are you throµgh or words to that effect 
I 

and the girls looked rather surpris~d and became quiet at this. 
. ' 

time and I overheard one girl say, much to mj surptise, that's 

the first time she has ever done th~t. The boys in this 

parti~ular class - not all the boys~ but s~e rif the boys in 

this particular class - continued to talk ab0ut other items I . ! 

than rhat were in the lesson and th~se that wete talking about 

the _lfsson_ we_re _doin·g so at two .and three at a time. So it 

I 
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was more than just a whole lot of people talking out or one in 

a directed manner of discussion. One boy was dozing, one girl 

was reading a library book, another girl was writing a letter. 

Here again, when the teichcr asked a question the students 

either answered altogether or nobody answered at all. Dis­

turbances were still taking place. Approximately five minutes 

according to my watch senior students, and I wouldn't say how 

many it is, three or four at least got up out of the room and 

left. At the end of class I asked why these students left 

[83] 

because I was curio.us as to. why they left the class and she 

told me the seniors had the privilege of leaving orie ~inute 

before the bell so they could get to lunch and I told her it 

seemed to me to be five minutes by my watch and I immediately 

went to the office and checked the bell system and I found it 

was correct with my watch. and that the students had left five 

minutes before the .bell rang. H~re again I had a conference 

with Miss McConnell and had her sign copies of which she 

signed one copy and I_ had the other copy~ 

Q Are.we to gather from your explanation 

there that Mis~ McConnell failed to hold the-at~ention of her 

students, her class? 

Yes~ Sir. A 

Q Was thai·.failure evidence .to make an 

acceptance of degree - I 

MR. RAWLINGS: Both of these questions are 

leading questions. The witness can testify what degree it 

was. He is telling him what kind of degree he. wants him to 

say. 
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I 

I 

MR. GARNETT: I ~ill accept Nr •. Rawlings' 
i 

suggcs~ions and ask what degree in 

experi~nce was that through. 

cbmparison with a normal 

A 
I 

I would say a· large number of her students, 
I . 

i 
[84] 

! 
were not participating either in a 

h I d · · . h. 1 h 

v~rb~l or listening manner. 

T ey were 01ng somet 1ng e se t e 

I was Jhere to observe. 

I. · f h · h maJor1ty o . t e time t at 
I 

[84] I 
l 
I 
I 

') Q -

review periods? 

I 
I 

I . I 
Testimony· of Donald ~arton 

I 
I 

Cross Examinatiion 

* * 
You say both 

*i I 
I· 

I 
tim~s you were th~re were 

A She had reviewing. I can tell you titles, 
I 
I . 

"Diary of a Witch" at one time and "Devil's Witnesses" another. 

Q This was in 

A Apparently. 

Q It was.not 

preparing 
I 

I 

I 
teaching. 

for a test? 

She was trying to 

review something with·the~? I 

A Reviewing is a t~aching situation, yes, 
I 

Sir. 

Q Those that arc a~are. or that feel they 
I 

kn-o\\I. it! would nbt-
! A 

be- as· ih~er·e·st·e<l1. I 

This is not cause· for a classroom to be. 
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(85] 
disrupted by a class if they knew it. From my observations 

many of them didn't or they would have been answering questions~ 

Q 

A 

Answering questions or asking questions? 

They would have been answering questions 

directed by Miss McConnell. 

Q You don't follow up to see what results 

were on the tests? 

A No, Sir, my duties don't allow me that 

observation during the daytime. 

Q You said something ab6ut making recommen-

dations. Th~ main thing you are saying had to do with 

enthusiasm and what you ~all lack of .or monotone in her presen~ 

tat ion. 

A That's one item, yes, Sir •.. · 

Q Now, when you say she didn't have lesson 

plans what do you mean by that? 

A A lesson plan to me is a~ outline, what 

you plan to do in that class period or that d~y so you may be 

guided in presenting your situation. 

Q How do you have a lesson plan for review 

sessions? 

A You have key points that you want to stress 

in your review that you ptobably cover on your examination and 

[86) 

the key concept of the book or the lesson that you have prescnt1 

ed in the past. 

Q · Is it always absolutely necessary that it 

be in writing? Is it some~hing you have learned up in your 

head?. 
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A It's kind of difficult to keep something 

learned up in your head for five periods. I would say in my 

experience it should be in writing. 

Q You say _you never saw the lesson plan or 

any plan? 

A -No lesson plans were ever presented to me. 

Q You don't know that she didn't have any 

notes? 

A I asked·her specifically for her lesson 

plan. I didn't say lesson book. I said lesson plan. It could 

have .been on a piece of cardboard. I saw nothing. 

Q You don't know w~at kind of plans she had 

when she was actually teaching, just reviewing? 

A No, Sir. 

Q And was this vis~tation by yoti in the 

normal procedure or were you requested to go there? 

A They were in my.normal procedures. I visit 

eacl1 teacher in my systen at least once or twice a year and 

specifically new teachers at the beginning of the year. 

7estimony of Paul Slayton 

Cross Examination 

(94] * * * 
Q In your experience as Professor, is it 

normal procedure to place a student teacher in a classroom 

of a teacher who· has just been teaching a . few inon ths? 

A It is not normal, but it was macle at my 
; 

request. I had an unusual number of student teachers that 

semester that were placed. We never place a student teacher 
l 
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with a new teacher. She had a degree. She had teaching 

experience, therefore, I requested the placement. 

· Q Dicll you know she only had a half year's 

teaching experience? 

[95] 

A No, Sir, I didn't realize that. I knew 

she was experienced. 

Q Is it trtie a teacher who is teaching a 

course and has a· studen·t teacher in the room has an additional 

burden on her? She has to sort of teach the student teacher 

as well as the students~ 

A Iri part, yes~- but-that is also an open' 

question betause some teachers assure me that a student teacher 

is an advant~ge, but it at least changes s6me ·focus~ yes. 

Q It gives them ai added task. They not only 

have to teach the students but the teacher4 

A Yes. -

1.97] * * * 
·THE-COURT: I want to a~k the .Doctor why 

did you reassign the student teacher? 

·THE-WITNESS: The student teacher was being 

asked to put zero grades on papers of students because the 

students had been talking at the conclusion of the test 

~ituation. As the student teacher report~ng the situation to 

me that it was no feeling in her mind nor did she think these 



Ann i:;4 . 
...... J::'J::'. -

kids had been cheating. It was because she had been asked 

to put zeros on these papers. I regarded that and so told her 

because she was a member of my class the previous semester 

it was not ethical and I had a pretty good idea that it was 

illeg:a1. 

THE COURT: Based on that did you have an 

opportunity to talk with the stu<lent teacher after sl1e had 

been there to see if she was making any progress?. 

· TIIE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: Did you have to grade her on 

that? 

[98] 
THE WITNESS: Oh, y~s, I graded her. 

THE COURT: As a result of that did you 

. see any increase in her ability to teach or ·.decrease? 

THE WITNESS: That's an awfully hard 

estimate because of the short time period. 

- · - ·· THE· COURT: What was the period? 

THE WITNESS: She went into the school 

toward the - a~proximately the 10th of September. I will go 

either way on that; that normally at our request the student 

teacher does not begin teaching the cla~s on her own. · She is 

an observer, inac~ive partner for a period tci b~ det~rmined by 

the teacher. Mi first visit was approximately the 1st of 

October and the student teacher had·not begun her activities 

at this time. The ·20th of October was when I moved her to 

~nother school. It would be a very -~low progress or not 

progress -

THE COURT: But you reassigned her? 

THE WITNESS: Bec~use of that situation. 
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-A . 
Spotsylvania 

I Q 

I A 
I 
forms. 

I Q 

I A 

I Q 

I A 
i 

Q 

I 

[100] 
! 

* 
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I 

* *i I 
I 

·1 
! 

-I am Mark W. Leazer. I live in 

County. 
I. 
I 

What do you do? 

I am a press h~lper at Moore Business 
. I 

How long h~ve you been employed there? 

About: thre~ months. 
I 

Where did you go to school? 
I 
I 

Spotsylvania Senior High School. 

When? 

l . A Well, I stairted in -. we moved from Fairfax 

when I was in the fifth grade ~nd I continued m~ education 

Jntil I graduated at Spotsylvan·ia County. 

Q 

Connell? 

A 

Jer? 

Q 

1 · - ~ ._ A 

s[emester 

I 

I 
I 
I 
i 

'72. 

! 

Are' you acqµainted with Miss Sallie Mc-: 

I 
i 
I 
I 

Yes , Sir , I: am • 

~ow do you ~app~n to be acquainted with 

I . 
·!. 

I was in her classroom. I guess it's 
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A 
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What subject? 

English. 

D~_rou remember what period you were in 

her. class?· 

A 

Q 

A 

Third period. 

Was that the whole time? 

Well, at first I was in her fifth period 

class and then I got my schedule reworked and I was put in the 

third period class. 

Q Were you in her class the full time that 

she was teaching there? 

A No, at the very beginning of the year I 

was in another English class, then I ~ot assigned to her class. 

[101] 

Q Now; directing your attention to her class 

and the work there, what can you tell the Court about the 

organization of her work in the class? 

A Well, I feel that there are many things 

that showed that she did have organization. One of the biggest 

things that stands out in my mind we did horoscopes or made up 

our own horoscopes in our class. I feel people that know any .. 

thing about horoscopes, ~verybody's is different. Nobody's 

is Ci.like, and she made available material for everybody in her 

class to do these horoscopes. I feel that in order to gather 

that material that it must have b~en a considerable amount of 

planning in advance and that sort of thing. 

Q -Was that the only evidence of planning or 

·org~nization during the time:.that you were there? 
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A ·No~ I feel that anybody that could come 

in and have us reading books and taking tests she must have 

read the books herself. That's taking time, planning. I 

think that was well organized. 

Q What about assignments? Did you get 

assignments each <lay? 

A Well, she gave reading assignments. We 

read certain portions of the book. Sometimes she would let 

us read during the class, other times she had us read for 

homework. 

(102] 

Q What about the discipline and decorura in 

the c;lass? 

A I felt it was a relaxed atmosphere which 

I feel is a better atmosphere for learning. People could 

speak what they felt. I am not saying whatever they wanted 

to do. If they wanted'_to give their opinion, she would let 

.them, that pertained to the subject. We did work on group 

things. There.they would be talking among the people in the 

class, working, like I say, on group projects. It would have 

to be some type of talking • 

Q . What about participation by the students 

in the class? 

A Well, a lot of students in the class - I 

have been going to school \nth students in· the class for five. 

years and particularly with the horoscopes I had not seen them 

as interested or participating in class as much before as when 
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we were doing the horoscopes. I can't recall anybody ever 

sleeping during this time. Everybody seemed to be really wide 

awake asking questions to find out what is going on and every-

thing. 

Q What about sleeping, students sleeping in 

the class? 

A Well, students slept in all classes. I 

[103] 

have not been in a class that_ I h~ven't seen at least one 

student asleep. I have slept in classes maybe from boredom. 

I don't know. A lot of students especially in that class -

take me for instance, I worked eight and a half ho~rs a day 

after I got out of school. Sometimes I came in.and I was 

tired. 1 had stayed_ up late at night doing certain· things. I 

would come into class and I would £all .asleep, not from bore­

dom, but just from exhaustion. 

. _Q. Now, what can you say about learning in 

the class, your learning and other students' learning? 

Can you comment on that? 

__ A . I gathe~ed a great deal of knowledge from 

her class. The class was labeled "The Devil," like super­

natural type things. 'r haa'..yery little knowledge in tllis 

thing before I wertt in the class and I feel I learned a great 

deal. She threw a completely different light on .the subject 

than t think most people saw. As far as devil ~r witchcraft 

she looked at it from different points and opinions. It wasn't 

the same ot<l boredom, the witchcraft brewing up, you know, all 
/' 

different aspects, witches, which I 'thought was very interest-

ing. 
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! 

I
, Q -:-· - Do you h~~e any knowledge whether any 

~thers were learning in the class? 

[104] 

A ~~ell, friends of mine have stated to me 

that they were learning. I know a lot of things I really 

didn't know anything like that. I say most ~eople have a, 

in my opinion, have a narrow opinion like on witches and that 

_sort of thing an_d she broadened this opinion, my opinion of it, 

and many of my_ friends' opinions. 

Q_. .: When did you first learn that Miss 

McConnell was going to have to stop teaching? 

A _Well, .r used to stop .and talk to Miss 

McConnell after class and she told me one day - well, first 

she said she wasn't sure she was going to be with us the next 

semester. Then she made a statement the next day that she 

wouldn't be teaching. 
.. 

Q What was· the reaction of yours and the 

other students? 

A: - . I.was upset. Everybody wanted to know 

why she was going to be dismissed.· No one found out very much 

but I was very upset. 

Q Do you know anything about your library 

privileges or the class going to the library? Did you ever 

go to the library? 

A r·ha~e g6ri~ to th~ libr~iy in Mis~ Mc-

Conncll's class before. Basically ho~ that works is just 'like 
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any other teacher works it. · It's not individual passes 

written out. Mo.sf of the time it would be one n'ote that one 

student would carry to the library. The times·w~ went to the 

library Mi~s McConnell came to the library to ~ee that we were 
I 

in thete, see what we were w.~rking on. I feel that she carrie4 

this out as well ~~ any ot~~~ teacher or better. 

Q Do ~o~· know art~thin~ about the whole class 

· being in the library at one time? Were .you in that class? 

A I don't recall the whole class as such 
I 

being in the library •. 

Q Now, do ~ou know of your own knowledge 

anythiµg about students from her class being iri the halls? 

A Well, I have had friends come up to me 

and say that I have skipped~·:a ·class completely, didn't ever go 

to the cl~ss. l know of students on the way to the library 
I 

they ~ill go walking off and' wandering down through the halls. 

Of course, ihey don't have a pass. The one student has a 

pass for the whole class. These other students would go 

wandering through the halls. Most every class I have seen 

unless the teacher accompanies the class·· to the library the 

studetjts will wander, if it'~ to go there to the locker to get 

a book or something like that, but I nev~r have seen a student 

wantlet from the group that tl1e teacher accompanies, which is 

very ~eltlom the teacher accompanies the group. 
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Q-· Do you recall seeing any of these gentlemcr 

who'have testified here today in your class? 

A 

-Q 

No, I don't. 

Now, do you know an~thing about the giving 

of teros for talking during tests by Miss McConnell? 

·A Well, when I first came into Miss McConnell~s 

class I said I came in late so she sat· down with me and 

explained her procedure as far as tests goes and stated there 

will be no talking during the tests and no talking until every 

paper is turned in. If you turn your paper in and go over 

talking to somebody else and other papers are still in the 

room, it's due cause to give you zero. I can recall many 

tim~s before an examination her stating the. same policy. 

·_ Q Is ·that the only class you evei saw this 

in? 

.. A No, I had two other classes this year and 

both those teachers stated the ' policy. same 

Q Do you recall what kind of tests Miss 

McConnell l·iould give? Were they hard or easy or what? 

A I think they were the average English 

tests. This was a slow class. I think all her classes - they 

wc~en't the college preparatory class or anything like that. 

I don'r think we were to expect anything in that category. 
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Sometimes we had to match characters with situations, quotes 

in the pook, English tests. The same kind of English tests 

I had been taking all the way through. I thought they evaluat-

ed stu<l~nts very well. 

Q Was it necessary to benefit your education 

that Miss McConnell be discharged? 

A I don't think so. I feel I benefited a 

great 4eal from being in Miss McConnell's English class. As I 

said before, broadened my views on a lot of different subjects 

and I think she did the same for a.lot of other students. 

Testimony of Mark W. Lazer 

Cross Examination 

[107] * * * 
Q Mr. Leazer, you spoke of other teachers 

saying that they would give zeros. Do you have knowledge of 

any other teacher giving a student a zero for talking in class~ 

A I can name the teacher. 

Q You can· name the teacher that said that, 

but yiau can't name a teacher that gave you a zero for ·that 

' same :reason? 

l ' 
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I 

Oh, I can name the teacher. Would you like 
I 

for mle to name the teacher?! 

Q .Name thb student too. 
i' ,I . , 

.Miss Ha~t is a physics teacher. She stated 
. 1 · I 

_A 

this policy while I was 

the sltuden t. 

;i I · 

thefe· Shei has caught - I don't know 

thin~ in 

do wJlat 

' I . 
. - : -·' . . .. -. ·: ·: 

.I ~· 

Q You don,' t know 
I , . 

such ever- put ·any 
I 

rhat".~he 

effect, do you? 11 

I 
. I 
. j 

. :·A 

.Q 

A 

Q 

she 

A 

The pol!~cy? I. 
I 

i 
I- : ·. Yes •. _. 11 

,. 
I 

I 
Yes, she stated: -

' . I I know ,she stated, 
! 

. I 

threatened to do?· 
'I 

. ..1.-.. 

but I am asking did she 

I ·: 

I don'~I know fdr sure. 
I I 
I ' 

Q· 
:1 . : ' 

You.do~'t know 1of an instance where any 
. I . 

teaclier did 
. . I 

it or actually did it? ] 
• I ' • 

! 

A I can't recall ~~f hand. 
' j 

Q Mr. Leazer, I ga~her, am I correct in 
I I i 
I II ' 

infe,ring from your testim~ny that :you found a ~ort of free 

wheeling atmosphere in the !iclass ari advantage to. your 

educltional progress? ! 
I 

A I wouldh't say jit was free ~heeling. 

Q I got ~he imprJss{o~. Correct me on that 
I
I I 
I • I 

if I 1 got the wrong · ~ imprcss,on. 

" 1: 
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.A It's not tree wheeling. It's an easy 

atmosphere. People were more relaxed which I think is better 

for people to be learning, more relaxed than having to sit at 

your desk, hands folded in front of you, everyone raise your 

hands. 

Q You mean they were left more to their own 

devices, is that what you mean? 

-A No, I think she treated people as adults. 

In our class I feel we conducted ourselves as adults; that we 

weren't loud, belligerent or anything like ·this~ I don't think 

we disturbed the class. Any time the class got to the point 

that she thought it was disturbing other people's work, she 

would say something to the class, ask them to quiet down, give 

them a written assignment if .she wanted them to quiet down. 

Q Arn I correct, you like the idea that the 

students not give strict attention to the teacher all during 

the period? 

A No, I believe you should give strict 

attention to the teacher, but ·she always wanted our ideas; not 

just her own. 

Q Is it your testimony that she did obtain 

strict attention to her during her class period on the part of 

her pupils? 
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A 

I' 
11 
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!--would say 
II 

on thl most part· that students 
!I f 

did p.a~I pretty strict attcnti6n to her. 
I I 

. Q No~, you ~poke of! horoscopes and witch-

craft./ It's been a long time:: since ii went to high school. 
I 11 • : 

What w1s the context of your l~nglish (that gave the name English 

course~ - ... :- ~ :· ,11·: · ·. · i 
A Like I said, when we signed up for the 

II · i 
' I 

course - this is-the year be~ore_ t~ey labeled th~ different 

them different lmames, like this one is. called 

supernatural, t'at's wh~t we were studying. 

course$, gave 
I . 

"The Devil," 
.. · ,, . I 

Q- · That is the content of the English class? 
· i I 

Yes, Siri · I. 
I . I 

* *: 
I 

-.A 

[111] * 
I 

THE COU~T: llowidi<l it widen your knowledge 

of witchcraft? I . I 
(112] 

I 
I, 

I: I 
:I I 

THE WitNESS: tlike I said, most people 
1, I when you hear the word wi tq:hcraft, ,you think of the big black 

hat lnd the broom. At:lea~t t~at~J what I f~li and a lot of 
I II ! 

my friends. She had us read the book "Diary of the.Witch". 
I . ' I . . t I, • .I • • 

None I of this is involved. I! It's a 1omp 1.e te 1 y modern time 

thing. We read another book,· "The Jsupernatural." It widened 
I · 11 , · -

my knowledge there. How p¢ople in America felt about witch~ 
I . , 

crafr and witches and thisltype of thing. I found out it was 

a mo~e important aspect to:~itches than the black hats. 
i .I I 

. THE CO\JRT: What did you do in t.he horo-

scopJes? 

I 
: 



I 
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·THE WITNESS: We made our own horoscope. 

She had all these charts. This is where I said a lot of 

planning must have come in. ·She had, I don't know how many 

~harts, different things that we have.to go by with getting 

our birth dates, roughly around the hour we had been born, 

things like this, setting them up, going through each phase 

of the horoscope, finding out how our life is supposed to 

run - well, not run, but forecast to be. I am at a loss for 

words here. 

THE COURT: In other words, she taught 

you how to take the birth <late and the time you were born an<l 

take other charts and make up your J16rbscop~? 

[113] 
THE WITNESS: Right. 

THE COURT: How far did you make your 

horoscope? 

THE WITNESS: Well, we completed them. 

They dealt with love, with .hate, family, different things like 

that. 

THE COURT: Did you complete yours? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, everybody in our class 

completed theirs. 

THE COURT: How far did you go ahead? 

THE WITNESS: What do you mean by how far 

did you go ahead? 

THE COURT: I mean to 1975 or -
.. 

THE WITNESS: Oh, no, this thing i~ not 

like dates. It's more or less a large list of yours. 

THE COURT: Oh, the horoscope told what 

was going to happen ·today? 
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. THE WITNESS: Pardon? 

THE COURT: Your horoscope told you what 

was going to happen today? 

THE WITNESS: It's a completely different 

aspect. I hadn't seen it like this. It was more like the 

love. It gave a general thing like love in your life, not any 

particular day. It was an overall thing. 

[114] 

THE COURT: Did you have a text book in 

your English class? 

THE WITNESS: Noj we read paperback·books 

and did these on the side, projects. 

THE COURT: . Did you have different English 

courses? 

THE WITN.ESS: You can choose different· 

English courses at Spotsylvania High School. 

THE COURT: Is that.the English twelve? 

!Jou could study about Shakespeare? 

. THE WITNESS: We had a choice. We could 
. ' 

have taken up Shakespeare or the.devil or love. There were 

many different choices. I believe it was like twenty-six. I 

think around twenty some different choices you could take in 

high school. 

THE COURT: Did you ever get a zero? 

THE WITNESS: A zero. no. 
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A 

Spotsylvania. 

Q 

A 

of Agricul.ture. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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Testimony of Velda S. West 

Direct Examination 

* * * 
My name is Velda S. West. I live in 

What do you do? 

I am a clerk-stenographer at the Department 

Where is this you work? 

In Washington, D. C. 

Where did you go to school? 

Spots~lvania Senior High School. 

When did you go there? 

I first came to Spotsylvania when I stnrted 

the tenth grade and I haven't been in any of the other 

Spotsylvania County Schools. I was new in the County. 

Q 

A 

from Spotsy. 

Q 

McConnell? 

her? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

How lohg did you go there? 

I completed my senior year. I gra<luatet.1 

Arc you as soc ia tc<l with >Iiss Sal 1 ie 

Yes, Sir. 

·How do you happen to be acquainted with 

She was my fourth period English teacher. 

How long were you in her class? 

For the first semester of my senio·r year. 
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Q Were you in her class the· whole time she 

was there? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q. When did you first learn that she was not 

going to continue there? 

A I really don't remember the date, but I 

remember how I found out. Scott Jones told me at the grocery 

store that Miss McConnell wain't going to be teaching any more. 

Q What was 'your reaction to that? 

A I was shocked and confused because I really 

didn't understand why it was so abrupt and sudden. 

Q What can you tell the Court about the 

organization of her class? 

A I thought her class was very well organized. 

We would have certain characters that we were supposed to read 

each night as our homework assignment. The next day she would 

have certain questions and she was always available if we had 

questions WC wanted to ask her. 

[117] . 

Q You had a~signments? 

A. Yes, Sir, we had one or two characters. 

If we completed our assignments during the day, where she 

would ask questions or us ask her questions. Then she would 

let ·us do other things. She realized that a lot of us worked. 

Like I, myself,. until eleven o'clock at night, see, and she 

was involved. Some students had to catch the bus like six 

o'clock or seven o~clock and had family problems. She was 

willing to bend .a little and let us do our homework in her 

class period. 
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Just ·t!o clear itlus up, the previous 
·1 I 

Q 

Mr. Leazer, was tlalking aibcut studying· the· devil. 
. , I 

you study in that~ <;..1.ass? \. 

Well l11 don't lknow why they call it the 
. ' ~ ' ' 

A .. 

devil because 

thojght that 

h
. I 

mostly we re~d abouJ witchcraft and I always 
'i ! 

witchcraft an!.d Sa tan land the devil are the same 
~ I 

t ing. 
1. 

parl of 

and bad 

class? 

I 

[118] 

she was 

Th~y are not. They are di~ferent. Black magic is 
i I 

the devil. Witchc·1~aft is differen~. There are good 
, I 

witches. We learn~d the ~ifferent aspects of each; 
, i! I . . 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

telling us 

When yblu say l~~rned, ~id you learn in that 
. I II 

1' 

I 
I I .I 

I thin~ I learr~d. 

Did ot~er stud~nts learn? 
I I 

', I 
I 
I 

Yes, S~r, the~ seemed ~o be gras~ing what 
I ! 

1, ' 

and und~rstand~n~. 
; . I 

I Q What c~n you tFll·the ·tourt about the 

disdipline and decorum in ~hat clabs? 

A I, mys~lf, hadi a tendency to talk a lot. 

I 11 1 

I wa~ called d6wn a. lot. ~ was to[d that t would get a zero. 

I unkerstood.and I thoughtl you knpw, that it was very reason-
' . j, I . It s a form of cbeaFing. S~e couldn't tell if we were able. 

giving answers away, if we ii were ch~a ting. 
!' I 

Was this done 
~ 

Yes, sir. I 

in other classes? ' 
! 

Q 

A 
I i 

Do you !1 know of: your own knowledge that it 
I 

Q 

I I 
11 ' 

In ten~n::. grade\ I know it wa.s done. Miss 
II , 

Biology teachef. She gave us zeros or she 
. I 

h .' ~ Sl 1 · 1 h t e roqm. . ie .is no onger t ere. 

I 

was Clone? 

I A I . 
Schuler, she 

just sent us out of 

was my 
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Q What evidence of planning for the classes 

did you see? 

A Well, like Miss ~tcConncll, had her qucstionb 

ready and we would raise ~ur hands and I noticed times when 

the class would get loud or especially about the parts where 

it would be conversation across the room, and I, myself, was 

involved in that where we would be discussing it back an<l 

:,[li9] 

forth and everybody would be. One person across the room would 

disagree. ~ike I, myself~ I blurted out and I disagreed when­

ever a conservation was going back and forth and then we would 

each raise our hands and say what we had to say. 

Q Now, did you feel ·that it was necessary 

to your l~arning benefit that Miss McConnell be discharged? 

- -A Sir? 

Q Did you feel it was for your benefit that 

Miss McConnell be discharged? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know anything about students sleep~ 

ing in the classes? 

A Well, students slept in all the classes. 

That's what I don't understand because in every single class 

there would be one or two students sleeping. They had to work 

the night before so they.would be tired most of the time. It 

wouldn't be from boredom. It would be from exhaustion. One 

time in particular I had a really bad headache. A lot of times 

I had a book I was reading. One time in particular I had a 

really bad headache so I laid my head down on my desk. 

I 
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Q . Getting back to the tests, what d-id the 

students who had finished the test do, what was their normal 

procedure? What would·happ~n to them?· 

[120] 
A We would read our homework assignments if 

we hadn't already and we would read further on~ Miss McConnell 

told us there were magazines available, other literature that 

we coµld read. 
.. 

Q This was for those that had finished the 
I 

test? ' 

A Those that finished the test. 

Q What was the reaction of the students in 

the class when they found out Miss McConnell was being dis­

charged? 
• 1. 

A At first we thought it was just a rumor in 

jthe air. We didn't want to ~ccept it. We were all learning 

la lot from her and we reall~ lik6d her because we could talk 

\to het and she could talk to·us. 
- -

·Q Do you know anything about students being 

in thci halls, running around in the halls, coming out of her 

rooin? 

A Well, they wouldntt·~o out the room. They 

were given a pass to go to the library, to their locker to get 

paper or pencils. I believe. the majority of the students that 

were out never came to class. If you are out, you are not 

going to tell them you arc skipping class. You are going to 

say something like the teacher said I could go out. It's only · 

natural. 
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I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
l 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

\ 
I 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

I A 

much tr6uble. 
I 
t . 

. talked liight 
! 
I Q 
\ , A 
\. 

Q 

A 
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Testimony of Scott'Jones 

Direct Examination 

* * * 
I • Scott Jones, Spotsylvania County. 

What is your occupation? 

I work at the front end place. 

Front end place?: 

(witness nodding head) 

How long have yo~ been working there? 

About four months. 

Where did you work before that? 

I worked at Triangle Construction Company. 

Are you acquainted with Sallie McConnell?· 

Yes, Sir. 

How are you acquainted with her? 

I had fourth peri~d English class; 

And this was at Spotsylvania High School? 

Yes, Sir'. 

How did you get along in that class? 

I did all right I reckon. I got in right 

I got c~lled down a lot of times because I 
. . 

much in class, but I got along fine • 

Did you learn anything in that class? 

Yes, I guess I did •. 

Did you pass that class? 

Yes, Sir. 
.. . 

i 
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What grades did you get? 

C's and D's. 

Well, now, going back there to the class 

itself, what kind of discipline did you see in the class as 

far as the students are concerned? 

A Well~ I don't know about everybody else. 

Me, I t~lked a lot in class. When I was out of line she would 

tell me that, you know, I would .have .to quiet down or else so, 

you k~ow, I shut up. She kept the class in as much order as 

anybody else did. 

Q What difference did you see between the 

teaching of her class than that o·f other classes? 

A It wasn•t·any worse than any others. In 

fact, it was better t~an some I have be~n in~ 

. [124] 

Q Do you know anything about this giving of 

' zeros on tests when the siudents were talking? 

A Yes~ Sir, she told~us before a test that 

if we were caught talking·before we turned the papets in we 

would get a zero. 

Q Is· that the only class that you- know of 

this being done in? 

A No, a lot of t~achers tell you ·that before 

a test. 

Q Have any.other teachers given zeros? 

A I know of them, but I can't say who or 

when.· 
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But you have heard about it though? 

Oh, yes. 

How did the students get along in the 

class that you were in? 

A Our particular group got along pretty 

good. We had some pretty good discussion in there about some 

of the things we were reading. 

Q Did you get assignments each <lay for the 

next <lay? 

A Um, hum. We ha<l assignments to <lo at home 

or she woul<l give us some time in class to rea<l, say two or 

[125) 
thr~e chapters, and we read them an<l the next day distussed 

the~ in class~ Then we got a test on them. 

Q Do you know anything about students roaming 

around in the halls from Miss McConnell's clas~? 

A A lot of the times Miss McConnell would 

give us passes to go to the library and we would go and read 

and !Study. I mean you get. a pass. You do.n' t have to go down 

th~re. You go get lunch •. You can go anywhere you watit to go. 

You don't have to go· because you have a pass. 

Q 

A 

Q 

no you know whether anybody did that? 

Yes, I've done it a couple of ti~es myself. 

How would you compare Miss McConnell's 

teaching with other teachers that you had? How would you 

c~mpare the difference, if·any? 

A I don't see it was that much difference. 

It was all the same. You read what you were assigned to read 

and you go over it, discuss. it, and then you are quizzed on it 

and ihat's just what we did. 
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Testimony of Sallie N. McConnell 

Direct Examination 

[128) * * * 
Q Speak up so the Judge can hear you. You 

are the same Sallie McConnell who was ~ teacher at Spotsylvania 

High School in the year ~72 and '737 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, ·Sir. 

You were teaching what subject? 

~he tourse I was given was a thematic 

course on the devil. 

Q What was the name? What was the subject 

you were teaching? 

A ·The subject was English. 

Q All right, now, I want to show you these 

two papers and ask you to tell me what they are. 

A This first sheet is the only thing I was 

given as a basis for my course. It was made several years 

ago when the.thematic English system was used in Spotsylvania. 

There are many instr~ctions on there that are no longer used 

and we have a<l<led different books to them. 

[129] 
·, .. 

Q Wh~t is 'the second? 

A It's different books that are used in the 

English courses. Usually about fi~e or six books that are 

given to be read over the semester. They generally have a 

common·theme. 

Q Who.picked the subject that you are going 

to teach? 

A As I understand, Mr. Woods. 
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Q Did you pick it? 

A I was ~ssigried the course. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I would like to file these 

as C and D. 

THE COURT:. All right. 

NOTE: The above ref erred to Exhibits 

are now marked and filed by the Court as Exhibits C and D for 

the Plaintiff. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q So the subject of the devil was given you 

as the subject you were goin~ to teach? 

A That~s right. It was not my choice, but I 

was not given a choice. 

(130] 
-

Q !'got a little ahead of myself. I would 

like to say this: where were you educated, Miss McConnell? 

Where did you go to college? 

A I graduated from ?,fississippi State College 

for Women, Columbus, Mississippi. I have a B. A. degree and 
.. 

M. A. degree from there. I have course credits from the State 

of Mississippi and Lexington University. 

Q Your student teaching? 

A l did my student teaching in Columbus, 

~ississippi, for one semester and then I had a iemester and one 

month's teaching experience in Dinwiddie; Virginia. 
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(130] * * ·* 
Q Now, I want to show you these papers and 

ask you what they are? 

A This is a copy of my grade sheets for the 

semester. They are arranged in the order of senior students, 

junior students, an<l sophomore students. The first letter grade 

[l31] 

is the first six weeks. The ~econd is the ~econd and the third 

block is to the third six ~eeks. The.examination and the final 

semester grade. (indicating) 

MR." RAWLINGS: I would like to submit. these 

as one Exhibit. There are·seieral sheets. 

THE COURT: All right, mark them E. 

NOTE: At ~his point the above referre~ 
to Exhibit is now being marked and filed by the Court as 

Plaintiff's Exhibit E. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Now, I show you this document and ask you 

what this is? 

A This is the cop~ of .the objective part of 

my semester e~amination~ It covers all of the books read 

during the semester. I also gave a test that was part objectivb 

and part discussion. Some students, while that may know the 

material, are not able to express themselves. That is the. 

reason for having the objective part. Other students may not 

remember details, but are very good at grasping the discussion 

and t~at's the reason for the other part. 

Q I show you this and ask • 
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[132] 

These are the discussions to be used with 

the $emester examination. I gav~ different questions to each 

class on the test and for that reason I would write them upon 

the boar<l and erase them when the next class came in. They 

woulcl have dif.f erent _ques.tions. 

• MR. RAWLINGS: Well,_ I would like to show 

jthes~ to Mr. Garnett~ 

NOTE: At this point Counsel for the 

Plaintiff is now handing paper writing to Counsel for the 
-· 1--- - ----··- ··-·- .. -- . 

Defendant. 

MR. RAWLINGS: ·Introduce these as Exhibit 

whatever it is.· 
.. 

THE COURT: F. 
- .. . ' 

NOTE:. At this point· the above ref errcµ 
- ... -·. - - -

to Exhibit is now being marked and filed as Plaintiff·' s Exhibit 

F. 

. . 

BY r-m.I RAWLINGS: (continuing)-

Q Now, the discussion questions were written 

Ion-the. blackboartl2::.-. :":-: -:-.-.:: :.::--,:-, . 

A Yes, written on t~e blackboard and the 



I 
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[133Ji 

·" 
studerts wrote their answers on the back of the mimeo:copicd 

test papers. This way they had to think for themselves while 
i 

they ~ere in class. They had to show their knowledge. It was 
' 

sometbing that they had com~ up against at that time and it 

made ~t a little harder to theat than writing them out before 
I 

hand. i 

Q ·Now, I show you this and ask you what this 

is? 

A Yes, this was a writing exercise which was 
i 

given' ~ut in January. It was intended to show the student's 

imagihation and his tendency and grammatical competency. The 

reasori this was given we we~e out three· or four days during 

the snow and I did not have time to com.plete my previous plans 
I .:.. 

" 

so I had about three days bGfore the end of the semester when 
I 

I begin our writing review them writing we would so I gave 
' 

. . 
! 

exercises for those three days. 

MR. RAWLINGS: I want to introduce this. 

THE COURT: This will be G. 

NOTE: At this point the above referre~ 

to Ex~ibit is now being marked and filed by the Court as 

Plaintiff's Exhibit G. 

< 
I 

BY ~mJ. RAWLINGS: (continui1ig) 
I. 

l-----~-----------
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Q l show you this group.of papers a~d ask you 

what these are? 

A These are copies of my tests which were 

given. I do not have all the discussion questirins that went 

with them. The top page is the make up test which was strictly 

discussion, twenty points for each que~tion, a~d the students 

did not like to do these type of tests so I had not too many 

make ups. 

MR. RAWLINGS:. I would like to submit 

these in the group, ~.ir. Garnett •. 

THE COURT: Is this one Exhibit so I will 

understand, the whole thing? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. I gave them an 
j . 
answer sheet for their semester.examination. See, the 

different classes had read different books. Not all of 

them had read the same books. Each class had read different 

books and I make it out in twenty-five qyestions each for 

the answer sheet. 

j MR. RAWLINGS: These are tests that were 

!given during the year. 

THE COURT: Exhibit H. 

NOTE: The above referred to Exhibit 

is now being marked and filed by the Court as Plaintiff's 

Exhibit II. 
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BY MR~ RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q .I show you this and_ ask you what this is? 

A rhis is·,a list of the gods and goddesses 

that ~re usually associated with witchcr~ft. I believe it was 

give~ out as a reference sheet when we were studying the 

~'Diai:y of the Witch" and the idea being that the witchcraft 

as ~¢ know it now was descended from the ancient pageant 

·religion and this is the gods and goddesses associat~d with it. 

This theory is the one given by Margaret Mtirray and is 

generally accepted. 

Q Was each student given one of these? 

A Each student·was given'one • 

. Q __ I. sh.ow you this and ask what they are? 

A This is the horoscope exercise that Mark 

was talking ~bout. I have on the front a horoscope 'chart 

which each student filled out for himself. Let's see. There 
' 

·is ~ list of the astrological signs and symbols of the zodiac 

and the charts of the planets' positions and the thicker part 

was a reproduction of a horoscope book of mine which I tore 

up and ma<le these booklet~ from. The one showing the horoscope 

the students could go through the book part and find out what 

each position was supposed to mean. 
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Did you give each one of them one~of 

Yes, Sir. 

Was. that 1n connection with any of the 

. _ ·Yes, Sir, the "Diary of the Witch," Sybil, 

the best known witch 1n the world, and had quite a few c_hapters, 

on horoscopes. Many of the students were not familiar. I 

thought it would be interesting and something that would help 

them to learn at the same time. 

THE COURT: Excuse me. Did you learn this 

in college? 

THE WITNESS: No, Sir, I learned it on my 

own and some research. 

THE COURT: This is twenfth grade English? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: Let's take a recess. 

NOTE: At 3:11 p.m. Court is in recess 

until 3:15 p.m., after whicl1 the matter continues as follows: 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing) 

Q Another question I want to ask you, the 
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Judge excused you, about the examinations, the different 

classes getting different books. What was the reason for 

getting different books? 

A Because·ther~ wer~ not enough books to 

spread out. At the end of the year~!: wound u~ with five 

different books which ~eant different preparation$ •. 

.Q. _What are these? 

A Theie are the notes I used in class. Some 

of them are pop test~, some are outliries and things that I 

gave them. I ·wrote my notes on whatever was handy· at the time 

I was ·making out my lesson plans.and most of the things were 

lmarked from the book what I considered important. Quite often 

students would not be·familiar with some of the words I used 

in the books so I would make ·a list and make assignments for· 

them to look up those words. 

Q l ask you what this is? 

A This isa copy of an article in the Time 

Magazine on the occult. It's called "The Substitute Faith." I 

believe it was in June of '72 when this article came out and 

I use<l it at the beginning of the semester as an introduction 

to the subject of the devil, and I. believe it's a Look Hagazine, 

which are current topics cov.ering the· ·d·evil and the occult. We 

also used the Bible and looked up listings for the devil in 

the Bible. 
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of that. 

each lone 
I 

allow'ed 

l 

Q 

A 

Q 

of these 

A 

App. 85 

Did you give each student one? 

Yes, Sir, each student was given a copy 

And, of c·ourse, you didn't have a copy of 

for the students? 

No, Sir, it was 1n the room and they were 

to read it. It was sort of an outside thing. 

Q And I show_you this book and ask .you what 

!this ·is? 

A This hook is one on magic and ceremonies, 

but ihe main thing I used it for was to show the students the 

witches' alphabet. This was discussed in the "Diary of the 

Witch" and for.some students this was the first time they had 

ever heard of an alphabet and nothing in the English alphabet 
I 

and aertainly not in the renowned alphab~t. They had a lot of 

fun *riting words and making up sentences and things with that. 

Q 

A 

And I ask you what this package here is? 

Those are some fortune telling cards that 

were also mentioned in the "Diary of the \'/itch." I brought 
I 

them to show the students what they were and we spent one 

day having fun with them and telling fortunes and explaining 
i 

what· the different meanings of the cards were. 

Q Finally I think we have about covered the 

Exhibits. I ask you .what this is? 

I , 
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~ 

Those are posters and.magazine articles 

that I had on my bulletin board in the room. 

Q 

various times? 

A 

Were they all on that at the· same time or 
" 

At various time~. Often I would assign 

students bulletin boards and some would ask to do it for extra 

credit. I had one board on Halloween for extra credit. 

Q You have taken a course in this witchcraft 

or devil yourself? 

A No, Sir, not at all. I knew very little 

about it until I was assigned to teach the course and I have 

quite a library on the occult science. 

Q Now, Miss McConnell, when you came to 

Spotsylvania County what instructions did you receive with 

respect to things you were to teach, the manner in which to 

teach, and the procedures? Were you given any oral or written 

instructions as to what you were to teach or whatnot. 

A No, Sir, we were not. We were told gener-

ally that we were expecteJ to have'good classes and be good 

teachers. Nothing specific. You have to come in the room and 

you have to <lo. this and you have t<;> ·follow it by doing this. 

Q Now, the manuai that has been referred to, 

you have a copy of this manual? 
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Yes, S~r~ I did. It was a very l~rge ring 

backed manual approximately about three inches thick filled 

with instructions pertaining to everything that has to do with 

the Spotsylvania School System. 

left. 

Q 

A. : 

Q 

Do you have that with you? 

No, Sir, it was taken away from me when I 

Now, I am going to go over with you some 

of the things that have been raised. First, let me say when 

was, it that you first learned that you were being discharged? 

·A 

. ·.Q 

that time? 

A 

. o~ January the 8th, 1973. 

THE COURT: That's· in stipulation. 

MR. RAWLINGS: Yes,. right. 

Had you bad any inference about it before 

No, Sir. Several of my students, shall 

.we say, threatened. They said they had the teacher that they 

ha~ last year fired and they would see that I was fired also. 

Q Tell me how you would get along with your 

classes and tell me about how you go about teaching a class. 

A Well, I prefer. to have more or less 

discussing in class. I like to have a relaxed feeling. I 

ddn't believe students can learn by sitting with their hands. 
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folded: and feet close together on the floor. I prefer to get 
I 

their ideas and gathe~ what is beingjdi~cussed and perhaps 

because the students would think of things that I had not 
I 

realized from my own reading. In several classes my stud~nts 
I . 

were qbite good at this. If ·one of them didn't understand 

something the student right ~ehind him would say, wait a minutef 

this is the way it is suppos~d to be~ and all of this would 

contribute to the understanding of all the students. 
. I 

. ' 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

You had ~ number
1 
of periods during the day. 

Yes, Sir~ 
I 
' In the ·first period, what was that? 

, I 

The first period was my planning period. 
I 

I I 

What was that for? 

That was··for pl~nning my lessons, grading 

papers, getting things set up for t~e day, and quite often I 

was c~lled upon to take over other peoples' classes or run 

errands during that period. ' 
I 

Q 

A 

How often would!this 
I 

Oh, at least once or 

take place? 

twite a week. I made 
i ' I 
·the mistake of sitting in the teachers' lounge. I was supposed 
I 
to be, in the teachers' room, but th't door was locked most of 

the t[me. 
' 

Q · Give an· examplelof tl1ings yo~ had to do 

when you take over for another teacher. 
I 
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A -- ··rhere·was an instance that the Government 

teacher was ~aving a great deal of trouble with her Volkswagen. 

I was called down to teach Government the first period while 

she was getting her Volkswagen fixed to come to school. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Did that happen more than once? 

Mor~ than once. Quite frequently. 

Who requested you to go to the classes? 

Most of the times Mr. Woods or sometimes 

the secretary would come and say, you take so and so's class. 

students? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

How many English classes? 

Five. 

W~re they all pretty much.the same type of 

No~ Sir, the first class of my day was the 

second period class and in there I had about thirty-two or 

'thirty-three students and they kept sending more in all year 

~ong. They could not g6t along with each other. I asked to 

!have these little groups broken up. I said I would take the 

students if they would put the~ in different classe~ to 

separatb them. That was refused. 

Q How about the third period class? 

A That was a very goo~ class. 

Q How many students? 

-, 
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They were well behaved. They were, 

They were concerned about what they were· doing. 
i 

They were interested in most!of the things we did. They were 

usually more enthusiastic than most of my classes and I 

~horoughly enjoyed that class. 

Q 

A 

What about the fourth period class? 
I 

' That corisisted mostly of ·vocation~l student~ 

and they were not intereste~ in anything but getting out, but 

there were a few students iri there that were very interested in 
I 

what was going on and we had some good classes and I must add 
I 

that the vocational student~ added a different aspec~ to·the 

class and often made contributions that the rest of us didn't 

know about. 

Q What abotlt the fift~ peri9d class? 

A That w~s a reasonably good class, but they 
' 

iwere coming in after lunch.and usually sleepy after lunch. 
i 

Q What about the sixth period class? 

A The si~th period that was again ~ little 
' 

trouble. Most were sophomores and juniors and it was, of 

course, tl1c end of the <lay· and the last period and I don't know 
I 
J 

of anybody that doesn't hive trouble ~ith the last period class~ 

Q Going ,back to Mr. Woods, Mr. Baker, Hr. 

Martin, and Mr. Tatum, wh~t classes did they observe in mostly? 

' , •I 



App. 91 

(144] 

A The majority of the observations. were <lone 

in the second period class. There were, I believe, two in 

the sixth period class. I think one in the fifth period. 

Maybe one in the third. 

Q Di<l each of these gentlemen observe 1n all 

of the classes that you had? 

A No, Sir. 

Q But the bulk of it was done in the second 

period? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q Why was this such a difficult class? 

A The grouping of the students together. 

Sometimes you have a chemistry between people. They will be -- ' 

very well separately, but you group them all together and you 

have nothing but one big mess of trouble. If you can separate 

two or three of them, everything will be fine. That was the 

trouble with my sixth period class. One boy was frequently 

absent and was in the hospital for six weeks. During the time 

he was gone the class was very good, but you put him in there 

and everything was disturbed. 

Q Now, Miss McConnell, there was co11siderablc 

discussion by the School Board witnesses as to the lack of 

organization among the students so far as decorum being quiet 

and sitting down and talking to each other. 
·' 
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A Well, usually since I was changing from one 

book. to the next from one class to the next I needed a few 

minutes to gather up n~w materials .and be ready for ·the next 

class. We only had three minutes between classes, which is 

not enough time to do this, pariicularly if a student comes 

up and asks you a question and you are very concerned with 

that question and you don't realize the time is passing and 

you don't have the time to get your materials started. I 

probably was three or four minutes late ~etting my mat~rials 

ready for the classes coming in. I didn't allow my students to 

settle down and get ready during that period, but once I began 

the lesson I preferred they be quiet when we started our 

discussion. 

Q' 

A 

Q 

for the next day? 

A 

Q 

A 

Did you·~give assignments for the next day? 

Yes, Sir, I did. 

Did you have those assignments prepared 

Yes, Sir. 

What kind of assign~ents <lid you. give? 

Usually reading discussions. We 1 would 

discuss them. I would bring out the things to be looked. for. 

!If there were words to be looked for, I would give those out 
·, ' 

bnd sometimes I would assign questions to answer for their home­

work and be ready to discuss the next day. 
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Q There was some discussion about the interest 

of the,·students in the classes. 

A I felt that the majority of students were 

inter~sted most of the time. Nobody can hold attention all 

day every day. I have never seen that done, I always felt 

that my students were adults and I was giving them the 

information. It was their duty to learn it. If they did not 

want to learn it, then they would fail it. I could not stand 

there and open up their little heads and pour it in. I can't 

do that and I don't think it1~ right if I could. 

Q 

A 

very responsive. 

Did you get response from· your students? 

The majority of my· students I felt were 

Q Each of-~he gentlemen that testified, not 

all of them, but particularly Mr. Woods and I believe Mr. 

Baker and Mr. Tatum, testified that they discussed :- they 

observed your class and they discu~sed with you what was wrong 

and that you didn't pay any attention or you didn't do what 

they said. What about that? 

A Generally they would say you seem to have 

a problem, Miss McConnell.·. \'lhy don't you do something about 

it. I said what is my problem. Well, you have a problem. 

You 'better do something about it. Never any details or any-



App. Y4 

(147) 

thing. Quite often··--1 sent students to the office for discipl int 

and got no results. 

Q Mr. Baker, I believe, testified that only 

one time you sent a student to the office. 

A 

. ·Q. 

occasions. 

off ice? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

yell ~t·you? 

A 

Q 

A 

The students were sent more than one time. 

Was anything done about it? 

-No. 

Did you have conferences with M~~ Woods? 

.I was called into his office on several 

What happened when you were called into his 

Usually he would just yell at me. 

When you··say yell at you, how do you mean 

In a very loud tone of voice, argumentative~ 

What did he say? 

Most of the timd he was so incoherent I 

didn't understand what he was trying to put across. 

Q 

A 

Was he excited? 

Yes, and angry. I never did find out what 

he was angry about or I could have <lone something a-bout it. 

Q Were you standing or sitting clown? 
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A Most of the time - I believe once or twice 

we sat down. He proceeded to berate me and I sat there and 

attempted to defend myself and he just repeated what he had 

said before. 

Q 

two of you? 

A 

Q 

A 

Was there any communication between the 

I am afraid there was very little. 

Did you see him in the halls? 

Often I would speak and say good morning. 

He would just look at me and then walk on by. 

Q Did he or Mr~ Baker or Mr. Tatum ever make 

any real effort to assist you in working out the problems thai 

they said you had? 

A No~ Sir, not th~t I could till. 

Q Now, theTe was a good de~l of testimony, 

particularly by Mr. Baker and by Mr. Woods, about your 

students being in the halls and you had sent them in the halls. 

A On one occasion at the beginning of the 

year I did this for a student ~ho was unusually talkative, 

very immature, and unable to control herself. I asked another 

teacher what I should do about the situation. The teacher 

said if the student were in my class, I would not let her back 

in. That's what I did. Mr. Woods informed me I could not do 

. I 
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that so I no longer <lid that. I did have a lot of trouble witl 

my stu~ents for tardy slips. I sent them to the office, and 

they said it's not necessary. I said how are you supposed to 

get them to class. They said that's your responsibility. I 

said hqw. Most places they are allowed some tardiness, then 

they are kept after class or their grades are lowered~ but that 

is not the case in Spotsylvania • 

. Q There was mention made about a detention 

hall, putting students in detention hall. 

A 1 was not ever informed that they had a 

detention hall for that purpose until November. Mr. Baker 

asked me why I did not give ·my make up tests after· school and 

I said because they wouldn't have a way home. Ile said they 

could ride the activity bus. I didn't know.it ~as a detention 

hall that the kids stayed in and were taken home by the 

activity bus. ·At my former school we were not allowed to keep 

the students after school for ariy reason. They all had to 

ride the bus and all had to go home the same time. 

November? 

Q 

A 

Q 

You didn't find out about that until after 

No, Sir, I did not. 

Is there s~mc kirid of - is there an Englis11 

Department and a Ilistory Department? 
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Well, we are sort of divided up into groups 

accoFding to our subject matter. 

Q Do you have a Department Head of ·English 

at tHe high school? 

I A Yes, We do. 

I Q Did the Department rt~ad discuss ~ith you 

;any Jroblems you were having? 

\ A No, Sir. The Department Head was· quite 

shock~d when I told lier I was being. fired. She told ~e she 

had nbt heard of such a thing, had heard nothing about my 

teach~ng and nothing to the detriment of it. 

Q Now, getting to this question of the tests 

and examinations. What was your procedure with respect to 

studelts taking a test ~hen they finished the te~t? ~hat did . I 
I . 

they fuave to do or what did you give. them to do or did you give 
I 

them ~nything to do? 

I A · . ~ell, you mean ~ do you ~ant me t6 describe 
I 

the whole test procedure? 
I 
I 

I Q Just the question. Was there anything · 

outlided fdr the students? I believe one of the witnesses I , 
testi~ied that when a student was taking a test and he finished 

he sho\ulc.l have something el sc to do. Was ·it something c lsc 
I 

for th~ student to do? 
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A Yes, usually I would give the students the 

night off ~fter a test. I figured they sat up all .night 

st~dying for a test. ·when· they finished the t~st, they were 

allowed to work on other homework or I had many books and 

magazines in the room for them to read~ 

Q ~~d !you tell the~ this? 

A Yes, they wer~ always told at the beginning 

of the test until everyone. had finished and all the test papers 

were turned in. 

Q. Let's talk about the zeros for a.few 

mintues now. Exactly what did you do and tell me with respect 

to the zeros on the test. 

.A .. Ev~ry t~J!le I gave a test I told them ·that 

anybody talking during the t~st would be conside~ed cheating, 

and any form of cheating would be a zero on the test. This has 

been standard procedure of every ptace I was in school and I 
. . 

was given no reason to understand that it was any different up 

here. 

Q The witnes~es testified when they found· out, 

Mr. Woods said,.he told you not to do this. 

A I was never told not t~ do thi~. He .said 

he felt it was better methods of discipline than t~is. I 

happen to disagree on that particular point. 
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A 

one in particular. 

Q 

A 

Q 
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Do_you know of other teachers that do this? 

I have heard of_ many more, but I know of 

This is in Spotsylvania? 

_Yes, in Spotsylvania •. 

Let's examine how you actually did this. 

I believe it was Mr. B~ker that testified that you not only 

~ave a zero but you graded the paper. How did you go about 

this and when did you tell the students that they were talking? 

A The students knew if they were talking 

during the test they were, going to get a zero. I believe on 

the occasion of which he was speaking we were getting very 

close to the exam time. I graded the students' papers so they 

would know· what they made mi~takes on so we could go over them 

in class. They would have them for the semester ·exam. Then I 

gave them the zero for talking. 

Q Did they _know at the time of the test that 

they were going to get a zero? 

A Yes, Sir, l'told them. 

Q So they knew before you put the zero on 

the paper that they were going to get a zero? 

A Yes. 

Q Did these students that got the zeros on 

the test papers pass or fail the course? 
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A I believ~ all of them passed the course, 
,.o1-.: .. . . . . . · 

most of· t"hcm ·with B's or C's anyway. 

Q 

A 

Q 

I believe we turned the grades in. 

Um;· hum •. 

Now, during the time that you were their · 

teacher did the parents of any of your students come to you to. 

complain about the students? 

A I.spoke to one ~arent at the beginnlng.of 

ihe year and her child had very definitely been cheating on 

the tes~s and she did not underitand this~ Her child - I might 
. . 

add that I am not the only teacher who has had problems with 

this student. 

Q 

- - . . . . .. · .· -. . . - .. 

. . . 
.·~o during the rest of the year did you have -.. 

any complaints from your parents? 

A · · ·I never knew of any. I n~~er received any 
. . 

complaints.from ~arents. I never received any requests fbr 

consultations with parents, nrithing. 

Q Did you receive any notice fiom the off ice 

or the Principal about any parents complaining? 

A No, Sir •. 

Q At any time that Mr. Baker or Mr •. Woo<ls 

found stu<lent$ in the halls Aid they ever bring them to you 

and discuss with you why they were ·in the halls in. the presence 

of the students? 
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On oril~ one.6ccasion that I can think of. 

I was following a class into the library and I beli~ve Mr. 

Woods had caught one student. gain~ down somewhere else and said 

is he supposed to be with your group and I said y~s, Sir, we 

are going into the library. 

Now, I·belie~e there was testimony about 

one time you let the whole class ~o to the library. 

.A I did on several occasions. We did researc~ 

·work in there. I believe ii was one day before Thanksiiving 

where one class was ahead of everybody else and had completed 

everything and I took them in there and gave them a reading 

period. 

Q Now, I believe there is considerable 

complaint made by the witnesses for the School Board about 

students sleeping in your class. Wa~ that true? Did they 

sleep? 

A I can· think of only about three students 

\vho consistently slept in the class. 

Q Why did they <lo that? 

A Well, in one case· I think the .student was 

a. B+ student. He was on.the football team. He worked from 

five to seven in the· morning then he came to school and he 

went home and worked.from about eight to midnight. 
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Q And you are saying that you went along? 

A I felt that he needed his sleep. I cer-

tainly would with that sort of schedule. I couldn't stand it 

and as long as he was doing as well as he was· - he always 
. . 

handed in his assignments arid he always diJ very ~ell on his 

tests. 

THE COURT: What period was he in? 

THE WITNESS: Fifth. I had one boy in 

the second period who, to my knowledge., never did anything. I 

tried my best to help him. I ·believe he was - well, I don't 

know, but I understand that he slept in everybody else's class 

too. 

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuin~) 

Q Well, you don't know anything about sleep-

ing in other classes because you were not in other classes. 

A No. 

Q Did you· discuss this problem with other 

teachers about the sleeping in class? 

A No, Sir, but when I would go .down the hall 

I would see in the other classes. 
. . 

Q See the students sleeping? 

A· Yes. 
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Q Now~ what'about the students talking across 

the room to each other and generally talking at rando~? 

A Well, when you have discussions you are 

going to have that, but I felt that in m6st cases.~heif 

questions and comments were.pertinent 'to the material we·were 

discussing. As I said before, one student will b~ing out 

something that th~ rest of .us hadn't thought of and we'll go 

from there and it's quite wonderful to see a student so excited 

abo~ti s-0mething that he just can't hold ·it in •nd has to talk 

abouJ it. 

Q Did you welcome suggestions for improvement$? 

Did ~ou resent them.or how .did you act? 

I .A. _I w.Ould have been delighted for any 

constructive suggestions 'tha-t. I could' have gotten •. All I ever 

got lere generalities and nothing specific. 

Q . ·Did anybody· ever sit down with you and say, 

look, we hav.e to make a big improvement or you are going to· 

get tired? 

A .No, Sir.~ 

Q Did you let students out of your class 

one minute early or three minutes early or five minutes· early? 

A I .attempted to let my seniors out a minute 

early to go to lunch, but it was no .clock irt the.room and the 

I 

I ~ ' ' d I, 
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[157) 
bells were frequently out and I am sure my watch was off. 

Furthermore, the bell schedule that .I had was :the one for the 

previous year and furthermore it was a little different, three 

or four minutes before that. 

'. Q Did the students walk in and out of your 

room generally? 

·Rarely my students were up. ·it wa~ often 

students bringing notes. f~~m the ot£~6e, John~y's mothe~ has 

come fbr him. He has to go to the dentist and this ~ort of 

thing. · 

[157] * * * 
Q Now, we have introduced a number of Exhibit, 

[158] 

and there was considerable complaint·about the lack o.f planning 

and organization. Did you pl~n your class~s? 

A ·Yes, Sir, I did. I. ~sually planned them 

as units around the particular .book that we stu4i~d. Now, this 

is different.from say a science class where yo~ plan an 

experiment and you do it this day arid you give them~sheets to 

hand in at the end of the day and the whole sheet is turned in· 

at one time. We do different things. Sometimes the students 

would catch on and sometimes they ~ouldn'·t and in that case 

you have to stretch things out and each thing was planned 

with a unit with the book and s~ch. I knew what I was going to 

do every day_w~en I went in there and, in fact, usu~lly had 

some sort of.notes with me, but by the fifth time you have.gone 
_ ......... 

thiough the book you can usually do it in your sleep.· 
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Q Why did you call the roll from your book? 

A That's been the general procedure every 

where I have been. In fact, I had one teacher not only call 

the roll, but he required each student to sign the roll 1n case 

there was any discrepancies or anything. 

Q When you were a student teacher, is that 

lihat you are talking about? 

A No, Sir, when I was a student. 

Q Speaking of students, <lo you recall the 

student teacher who was there? 

[159) 

A Y_es, I do. 

Q · How did she get along and how did you get 

along with her? 

A I thought we got ~long very well consider-

ing the fact that -I was almosi as ·inexperienced as she ~as. I 

really had nothing - I ~idnit know what to do with a $tudent 
-

teacher, but I was assigned. one. 

Q 

A 

What happened that she left? 

That's what I am ~on<lering to this day 

because_ usually a new teacher is not given a student teacher, 

particularly a new teacher. in a new school. 

Q 

A 

How did you happen to get one? 

Mr. Woods called us to a meeting of the 

faculty and we found we would· be given a student teacher. 

Q Were you given a choice? 

A I was told that we could refuse, but his 

tone of voice indicated that we should not refuse. This was 

about the second week of school and I wanted to cooperate. 



I 'I I I 
1, 

App. I06 

Q Was it an added burden? Did it create 

more work for you? 

A I believe it did. 

Q Did you leave her in th~ room to teach?. 

Did y9u.supervise or what? 

[160] ! 
A Well, she began fpi'several week~ to begi~ 

with and then when she fitst·started I asked her whether she 

wante~ ~c to be in the room or whether she.wbuld be more 

comfoyable. if I left. I wanted to make thirigs as comfortable, 

particularly the fitst couple of days;.and she said that she 

I 
' .. . . 

. . 

prefer1red that I not be there so I left her alone and I would 

come ~ack and look. in and see how things w'ere doing' during the 
I . . 

period and she s~emed to be doing fairly well. 

Q bid she iridicate to you that she wanted· to 

leave or - . -

A No, Sir, she was quite upset the day she 

was informed she was being iransferred~· She cali~d me ~p and 

was . pJactical ly · cr~ing. · Sht?_ .. had been transt'erred and I spoke 

~ith Jr. Woods. that afternoon and he info~~ed that he had not 
I 

kriown that she \V'as going to be transferred. 

Q Where did the mimeographed m_aterial that 

was p~ssed out come from? .In.the office or where did you get 

that? 

A 

Q 

A 

graph maehine. 

Q 

The paper? · 

What you made up for. the stu<lcrits. 

In the teachers' lounge. they have a mimco-

Now, there has been considerable complaint 
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[161] 

about the discipline in your class. Did the students generally 

mind you or what? 

A Wit~ the ~xception of the second period 

class, yes. 

Q That was the one that you had th~ most 

trouble with? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Testimony of Sallie N. McConnell 

Cross Examination 

[169] * * * 
THE COURT: And you say you didn't under­

stand the zero grading system. the way that you were not 

supposed - it ·was not really • good system but you were not 
.. 

told absolutely not to use this? 

. THE WITNESS: No, Sir. 

THE COURT: You also told the students 

that were talking they would get zeros? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir, at the bcgirining 

of the test. 

[170) 

THE COURT: How many tests did you give 

during ~ ~emester, because if you only gave fou~ tests and 

you got a zero, that means y6u would have to m~ke a hundred 

on the other three,·if my mathematics are correct. 
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THE WITNESS: I counted other things. 

Those would be class participation, the homework, and written 

assignments were also included; but this test counted a pretty 

good deal. 
i 
; THE COURT: In the grading? 

THE WITNESS: Not the semester grade. 

They were quite possibly lowered, possibly the six weeks grade 

but only on various occasions. 

THE COURT: You mean from an A to a D? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: How about failing? 

THE WITNESS: No, Sir, I· don't think !'had~ 

student fail for that reason. 

THE COURT: You used this as a disciplinary 

. purpose and you were told it was not a good system? 

THE WIT~ESS: Yes, Sir. 

TllE COURT: And you deny that you were not 

ever told positively. 

THE WITNESS: No, Sir. 

[172] *· * * 
THE COURT: Did you have any discussion 

with the student teacher what this zero method was? 

THE WITNESS: I explained.what it was and 

that that was the policy in my class. 

· THE COURT: She apparently didn't. agree 

with the policy. 

THE WITNESS: She did not say so in so 

many words to me. 
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TIIE COURT: !low about your.grades? Were 

they always filed on time? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. 

[174] *· * * 
THE COURT: Gentlemen, it's one fact that 

bothers me in the case and which I just read a case the other 

daf. The Judicial branch of the Government shall give great 

wei~ht to public officials. Now, the Supreme Court h~s cited 

that side of law many times:~. I can't close my eyes to the 

fact that this young lady has had a hearing by the School 

Board and the School Board has felt in justifying termination 

of her employment by the, I guess, 22-203: "The School Board 

on recommendation of the Division Superintendent shall employ 

teachers and place them in appropriate schools an<l shall dismist 

teachers when delinquent, inefficient, or otherwise unworthy.'' 

The Court's opinion there is no evidence she was delinquent. 

There is no evidence she was inefficient or otherwise un-

worthy. 

[175] * * 
So then we come over to 22-217.5, 

' 
Dismissal of teacher or pl~cing on p.roba tion: "Teache.rs may 

be dismissed or placed on probation for the following reasons: 

Incompetency, immorality, noncompliance with school laws and 

regu~ations, disability as shown by competent medical evidence, 

or for other good and just cause." Quite frankly, gentlemen, 

the Court is of the opinion that this course she was teaching, 

English, the Devil, I believe the name of it was, is certainly 
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or I would call it not an exact situation. It's not like 

arithmetic, mathematics, physics, chemistry where you have a 

text book where you see the levels you are going on, how far 

the students are doing in it, and quite frankly the Court is 

of the opinion that the nature of the course, T11e Devil, and I 

think psychologically this brings people_ into a different 

atm~sphere when you just talk about it. It's not that it's 

not a literary course. I am not saying that. Many articles 

are written in the Bible, men worshiping the Devil and so 

forth, but now you bring young people into this atmosphere. 

I am inclined to believe they would be more inclined to mis-
•. 

behave. Perhaps I am old fashioned. I believe dress, neatness, 

rn<l people's apparence set the tenors of the parts, so to speak. 

if you wear dungarees and you are at a party, you are more apt 
I 
! to have disorder. If you wear tuxedos or evening dress, it's 

[176] 

more controlled. I can't find she is incomp·etcnt .•. I can't 

find any evidence of unworth:$.:ness. N_oncompliance with school 

laws and regulations, the Court has seen some noncompliance 

with the school laws and regulations, there~ore, I am not 
. . 

sure though that she und~rstood all of the laws a!lcl regulation~ 

having come from different school districts. Apparently they · 

vary not only in this State bui from si~te to state and various 

school boards have various regulations for their teachers. 

She certainly testified her zero gr•ding system and she said 

was not. unacceptable in the State. There has been no rebuttal 

of that or other places she has been. ,She further testified 

and the Court has to _take this testimony because there is no 
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rebuttal, the fact she never failed anybody. She might lower 
. .. 

a grade, brit she never failed anybody. Maybe she didn't follo~ 

the sacred things in the law that everybody is innocent until 

proven guilty, that they talked on the test, but right or 

wrong, the Court has to.pass on it, but I can see where there 
~·~"· ~-· :~ 

has been a lack of communication there. She is certainly not 

disabled and has competent evidence. The statute goes on and 

says, for further and other justification. Quite frankly, 

gentlemen, the Court is of the opinion it's heard no evidence 

from the Department Head and this is certainly a chain of 

command, I think, in al 1 schools frori1 the Department !lead to 

[177] 

the Assistant Principal to the Principal on the the Superin­

tendent. The Legislature, not the Court, but the Legislature, 

through its system has passed rules to fire a school teacher 

making it harder than it is to probably fire a Judge since 

we have the new review board and has made it very difficult 

to fire a school teach~r. I have heard no complaint from the 

parents and my common sense would tell me that s6mc parents 

would·complain that this teacher is not any good. I did hear 

from three students arid, of course, their testimony 1s, I 
-

think the :testimony is in the sound discretion Of the Gourt. 

Basically they said they learned something, they learned the 

horoscope. · I believe they learned about that. Well., horo­

scopes, the Court can't close its eyes on everyday living. 

Horoscopes are read by thousands of people, millions of people 
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in this Country every day. In fact, I know a lot of people 

live by them religiously, not the Court. They read that 

horoscope every morning. They learn something about that. 

That probably has some social value or something along that 

line. 

Now, seeing students walking around 

halls, this wasn't expected. He would not want to confront the 

teacher in front of the students because of the fact that it 

might be embarrassing to the teacher, 'which are val id grounds. 

[178] 

Although, I believe and perhaps it makes me believe .. this, that 

if she had b~en confronted with these students and found out 

the actual reason, because there is evidence, competent evidence 

before the Court, and I believe the young lady ,testified to 

this, that people might be inclined. to.tell.falsehoods. They 

want to save themselves.•nd.so.she.was.really.never:con£ronted 

.I think except once.about.that.and I.don't.know whether she 
·""'··· 

was put on another.side, and that.bring~ us to the zeros which 

I think is the closest matter of following the Principal's 

advice, set down by the. school. .The .Court being of the 

opinion that every ship must have .its captain, the Principal 

is the captain and he .has to be, .but.I don't believe in the 

Court's opini~n that the terminating of her .contract was 

justifiable on the grounds that .we .have .here, and enter 

j-udgment in the amount sued for. 

Mr. Garnett, you may have your 

exception to it and I would like to acknowledge my appreciation 

to Counsel for being well prepared and ready to go forward with 

the ,evidence and taking a two <;lay trial in one day and I trust 

that you have a nice evening and the Court will now adjourn. 
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In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

JUDGMENT 

Entered January 7, 1974 

This day came the Plaintiff', by Counsel, nnd moved for judgment 

in accordance with its :Motion .for Judgment which has been returned duly 

executed as to the Defendant, and came also the Defendant by its Counsel 

and neither party re.questing a jury,, the whole matter o.f law and fact 

was determined by the Courto 

.And in accordance with the opinion and decision of the Court made 

a part of the record hereof,, it is adjudged and ordered that the Plaintiff 

Sallie Mo McConnell do recover of and have judement a.gainst the said 

Defendant, County School Board of Spotsylvania County .:i.n the sum of 

:~2,,292064 ·with interest thereon from November JO," 1973 until paid and 

the costs of this proceedingo 

* * * 
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In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

NOTICE OF APPEAL, ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR.AND 
STATUS OF TRANSCRIPT BY COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY 

Filed February 5, 1974 

NOTICE OF APPr.:AL 

County School Board of Spotsylvania County, by counsel, 

her~by gives notice of its intention to appeal from the final 
' 
i 

judg~ent entered herein on the 7th day of January, 1974 5 whereby 
! 

Salllie M. McCormell recovered against County School Bot11rd of 

Spobaylva.nia County jud~ent in th9 ~mount of $2 ,292 .64 with 

int~rest thereon from November 30. 1973 and the cost of this 

proceeding. 

ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR 

County School Board of Spotsylvania ·eounty assigns as 

erJ.iors the following: '· 
(1) The Trial Court 1 fl entry of ju.:.lgmcnf for the 

. ·' 

pl.:•.i.ntiff on the grotmd that it.was contrary to the lD\<I. 

(2) The Trial Court's· entry of Judgment: for the 

pl.r.ilntiff ·on the grcnm<i that it was contrary to the evidence. 
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The tr.-:mscrint will be fl.led in the office of the 

clerk withi.n F :i.:n t:y .;ays fi.-0.:11 T .......... ... 
~.J f',.( • t \,,• •:! . ..... ..v _, lf\•>.fL +-1·-,~ .. ·'nt;•'.> of 

~ • ... ·' ' ~ , .... l.. '-• ... t.;. ,_ 

erttry of final }u<lgnent. 

* * * 

In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County 

NOTICE IDENTIFYING AND FILING TRANSCRIPT 

Filed Fe?ruary 20, 1974 

County School Board of Spotsylvania County, by couneel• 

pursuant to Rule 5:9 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of 

Virgirtia, hereby identifies and files within sixty (60) days 

of ·entry of final judgment the transcript of the hearing of 

this case held on November.29, 1973. 

* * * 
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