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In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County

MOTION FOR JUDGMENT

. Filed February 28, 1974

The undersigned plaint%ff moves the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania
" County at the Court House thereoﬁjfor jﬁdgnent against you, the defendant
County School Board of Spotsylvania County in the sum of $50,000 which is
justly due and owing from you to the undersigned for thé daméges and wrongs
hereinafter set forth.

1. That the defendant County Bchool Board of Spotsylvania is and
has been during the times mentioned herein a body corporate pursuant to the
laws of Virginia; ”

2o Thaﬁ under date of April 1k, 1972 the defendant, in
Spotsylvania County, Virginia, entered into a written contract of employment
with the plaintiff, a copy of which is filed herewith marked Exhibit A.

3. That plaintiff under said contract was employed aé a teacher
for the period August 21, 1972 - June 15, 1973, at a total compensation of
$8,188.00. | |

L. That on January 8, 1973 the defendant upon recommendation of
the .defendant Johﬁ W. Neely, -Superintendent, voted'to terminate the said
contract of employment.effective January 26, 1973 and said action was
reaffirmed by the defendant on January 29, 1973. |

S. That plaintiff was notified by deféndant(through the said
John We Neely by letter dated Jamuary 8, 1973, that her contract was severed

and that she was to stop teaching on January 26, 1973 and the defendant has




App. 2

refused to permit her to teach after that date.

6. ' That ﬁlaintiff has at all. times been and still is ready,
willing and able to perform and has offered to performAéll of the terms and
provisions of said contract on her part to be kept and'performed, but she
has been prevented by defendant from rendering performance thereof.

7.‘ That plaintiff has been paid $5,40L.08 on the amount of her
contract, leaving a_balance of $2,783.92 due,'which defendant refused to pay
although called upon by plﬁintiff to do so.

8. That plaintiff was advised by defendant through its
superintendent prioé to the effectiye date of her severance that she could
resign or be fired, in either eventiuithout a recommendation, but regardless
she would not receive the full amouﬁt due her.

9. -That the termination of plaintiff's contract by defendant in
mid-term without recommendation and without full payment has caused severe
injury to plaintiff's reputation, her futﬁre earning capacity and profession-
al career to her great damage and has resulted in added costs for a '
relocation of her household;

10. That the plaintiff is and has at all tires herein held all
necessary liCehses and certificates to tezch in Virginia schools.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff moves the court for judgment against you as

aforesaid for the negligence hereinabove complained of .




In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County

GRCUNDS OF DEFENSE TC MOTION FOR JUDGMENT

Filed March 20, 1973
' Comes now the County School Board of Spotsylvania

County, .defendant in the above styled action,.by counsel, and
says as follows: |

1. Defendant admits the allegations in paragraphs 1, 2
and 3 of said Motion for Judgment.

2. Defendant denies. dates alleged in paragraph 4 and
says that the action complained of did not take place effectively
until March 12, 1973. | |

3. Eefehdant admits paragraph 5 but says the notice
therein mentioned was superseded by a similar notice.following
complainant's dishissal by defendant March 12, 1973.

4, Défendant denies paragraph 6 as written.

5. Defendant admits the payment alleged in paragraph 7
but denies the aﬁoﬁntvclaimed as balance due. |

6. Defendant denies paragraph 8 as written.

7. Defendant is not advised as to the truth or falsity
of paragraph 9 and hence denies same and says that the facts
therein alleged whether true or false qdnstitute no. grounds for
recovery.

. 8. Defendant admits'paragraph 10.

9, Complainant will receive additionél pay, in due

course, for the period ending March 27, 1973. 'Défendant denies

any further liability to complainant.

* * *




In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County

STIPULATION

Filed November 29, 1973

~Plaintiff and defendant stipulate the foll owi nghfacts. t;) the
Court:

‘Under date of April 14, .1972, the defendant School Beard
in Spotsylvania County, Virginia, entert;.d into a written contract of
empioyment with the plaintiff, Sallie M. McConnell, and Exhibit Ais a
vefbatifm copy of said contract. The plaintiff under said contract was
employed as a teacher for the period August 21, 1972 to June 15, 1973, at
a total compensation of $8, 188, 00. On January 8, 1973, the‘ defendant
School Board voted to terminate the contract of employmenf with the
plaintiff effective January 26, 1973, and notified the plairitiff that her

|contraét was seVéred by action of the defendant School Board on January 8,
! : : \
%197 3, effective January 26, 1973, The plaintiff was advised that she

might request a heafing before the defendant School Board within fifteen

days from the date of receipt of notice of the January 8, 1973, action by

the Board.

The plaintiff by letter dated January 9, 1973, requested such

g } and held on
a hearing, and it was set for January 29, 1973, By letter dated January 31,




1973, the

defendant

plaintiff was notified by the Supei'intendent of Schools that the

‘School Board had voted on January 29, 1973, unanimouslynot to

rescind the action taken on January 8, 1973, with respect to her contract.

The defenldant School Board voted to pay the plaintiff severance pay equal

to thirty t]each'mg days, and she has received a.total payment of $5, 895..36

to date, l‘leaving a balance unpaid of the agreed compensation in the amount
|

Of $2, 292 01—62#o

i The actions of the defendant School Board on January 8, 1973,

and January 29, 1973, were taken in executive session, and subsequently

on March 12, 1973, the défendant School Board voted in a public session to

dismiss the plaintiff from her position as a teacher in the Spotsylvania

County Schools effective from March 26, 1973,

1973,

The pliintiff was not permitted to teach after January 26,
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Form No. C-3-—Revised 2/70— 40M | Exhibit A
ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL
This Article of Agreement, between the SCHOOL BOARD OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY

State of Virginia. of the first part, and

employmcnt in the position of

' county, city or town
Sallie M, McConnell party of the second part:

WITNESSETH, that the said party of the first part agrees to employ and the party of the second part agrees to accept such
TEACHER

(administrator, supervisor, pnnc:pal teacher, librarian or other instructional staff)

subject to the authorny of the party of the first part, .under the supervision and direction of the division superintendent of schools,
and agrees to the following conditions, to wit: .

=~

That the party of the second part:’
(a) holds a Virginia centificate or license in full force =

{h) has complcted the requirements for a Virginia certificate or license and has filed application for same (]

{c) will qualify for a Virginia certificate or license prior to the effective date of employment o

The said party of the second -part shall perform such duties during the period of this contract as are deemed necessary by the
school board and superintendent for the efficient and successful operation of the school system.

The said party of the second part shall comply with all school laws, State Board of Education regulations, and all rules and
regulations made by the party of the first part in accordance with law and State Board of Education regulations, and shall
make promptly and accurately all reports required by the division superintendent of schools.

The said party of the second part hereby swears or affirms allegiance and loyalty to the Constitution of Vnrglma and the Con-
stitution of the United States.

The division superintendent shall have authority to assign to their respective positions in the school wherein they have been
placed by the school board all teachers, including principals, and may, with the approval of the school board, reassign any
teacher or principal to any school within such division; provided no change or reassignment shall adversely affect the salary
of such teachers and. provided, further, that the division superintendent shall make appropriate reports and explanations upon
the request of the school board.

The said school board, party of the first part, upon recommendation of the division superintendent, reserves the right to dis-
miss said party of the sccond part as provided by law, after having given two weeks notice in writing and opportunity to be
heard, paying for services rendered in accordance with this agreement to date of dismissal. In case schools are closed tempo-
rarily on account of an epidemic or for other necessary cause, the said board may requ:re such loss of time to be made up
within the school term or may extend the school term.

This contract shall not operate to prevent discontinuance of a position as provided by law. '

The said party of the second part reserves the right to resign for just cause, giving said school board, party of the first part,
two wecks notice in writing and setting forth therein the reason considered just cause for resignation. In the event the board
declines to grant the request for relcase. and the party of the second part breaches the contract. the certificate of the party of
the second part may be revoked under rules and regulations prescribed by the State B?rd1 g%Eﬁlﬁalion.

The said board, party of the first part, agrees to pay said party of the second part $ s for the school session
1972-73 . payable:

(1) in _1.0_01‘__12_ installments for services rendered, payable by the ﬁrst day of each calendar month or as soon thereafter
as possible,

or
(2) in accordance with schedule under “Special Covenants.”

This contract covers &L cnodA.l-lgu&LZ_l_:_.lnne__li within which there shall be a minimum of 180 actual teaching
days, plus —twenty 3___»___.._._ additional working days for teaching, in-service training, conferences, planning, evalu-
ation. related services. and - ——= . -——— days subject to assignment in the discretion of the party of the first part. In the event
this contract is terminated by mutual consent prior to the end of the contract period. payment will be made for services ren-
dered on a daily rate basis to be determined by dividing the annual salary stipulated in this contract by ‘the number of days
officially covered under the provisions. of this contract. .

The said school board, party of the first part, shall deduct monthly from the salary due the said party of the second part the
computed amount due under the Virginia Supplemental Retirement Act (including State- supponed group insurance), the
Federal Social Sccurity, and Withholding Tax Acts. .

SPECIAL COVENANTS:

(a) Sick Leave - In accordance with State Sick Leave Kegulations.

(b) Personal Leave - One day per year, aub,)ect to prior approval, cumulative
to three days.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the partics hereunto have set their hands and seal, this 14th day of April . 1992

(doé(w /.,)7 é’/./.z.'t‘_zk.&./ (L.S.)

Chairman of the Board

N 7 -
) )-L*_/_(-_\;.__[ il fe oy _A__{"” ”,'/ (LS) (o) A “‘(y?'\~'£__:_ AT

_ Parlv OI lhe Second Part Clerk éLﬂit__B_QaLd__A B




EXCERPTS FROM REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT

" OF HEARING PROCEEDINGS OF
NOVEMBER 29, 1973

Court's Preliminary Remarks

3] |
THE COURT: I think we have decided that

a‘prima facie case under stipulatidan that the defendant wiil
go forward with the evidence. | |

MR. RAWLINGS: Yes, Sir.

MR. GARNETT: Mr. Woods, Mr. Baker, Mr.

Tatum, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Slayton.

Testimony of Robert B. Woods

Direct Examination
[10]
Q- Did you ascertain anything unusual in Miss
McConnell's conduct of written tests or anything inconsistent

with school policy?

A ~ Yes. On-several occasions students were

given zeros -
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(11 r . x %

Q “Mr. Woods, did you discuss these conditions

witthiss McConneil?
A Yes, I did.
Qm T bid.she.ﬁéketén expiénafion to you of some
Qf'thé zeros some of tﬂé éiﬁdeﬁts~were gefting% |
A : I spoke with her on three occasions about

giving zeros to students as a disciplinary measure.

Q - Did you learn from her that that was being’

done? .Did.youjierify that? - _
A Yés, Sif,:énd iAaléo-haQéAthe ﬁapérs.
| How was that? |
I also have the test papéfs'and it's
written on there that they were getting zeros.

Q - So that appears on the face of the test

papers?

A ' Yes, Sir, and ‘I spoke with Miss McConnell
on three occasions, twicé in the presence of the Assistant
Principal concerning this matter, and in each case:1 told her

that this was not to be done, and I also suggested certain

[12]

iprocedures that were to be uSed,QE-preventiye measures to
linsure that no disciplinary measure of this nature was needed.

Q- ..You did.discuss the problem that she seemed

to be having? -




1
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A Yés, éir;'in'fhié afééil_éaid‘for‘sﬁeéific
instructions to-be'given for administering the teété'and
specific instructions givén to the students prior to handing -
out the tests cdncerningtwhaf'was to'be*déne when the. test was
completed, and the maﬁneriiﬁ'whiéh:fﬁe paééfs were to be

returned, and what students were to do until the entire class

has finished.
Q o ﬁéreAyou ébie téiésceft;inuwﬁat; if any,
improvgﬁgnts‘résuitéd from xgpr advice énd attémpted assistance?
After having gifen such adViéé did"yddrfurfher‘observe_Miss
McConnell's performahée? - -
A Yes, Sir.
. Q ; : On:the basis of that‘observationvwhat, if
any, sighificént Changes_did yoﬁ observe? | .
: A _ 1 did not observe any significant'changés.
In féct, all fheﬁassistance and help'and advice and suggestions

that were given were either rejected or ignored or certainly

not carried out.
[13] ‘ * * *
Q - Mr. Woods, based on your observations,

[14]
| your personal first hand knowledge, and of your experience with
Miss McCoﬁnell do ydu consider'that her performance as a
teacher while emplojed in your high school measured up to the
requirements that a teacher is to meet as to efficiency and
adequacy and responsibility for the .responsible employment that
she had that she was, in fact, advancing the educational pro-

gress of her class in an acceptable manner?




THE WITNESS: In my opinion the performance

of the teacher was unacceptable and the efforts to make her
performance acceptable were what 1 said, either ignored or

rejected or not followed.

[16] * * *

Q How does Miss McConnell's perfbrmance
compare with other members of your faculty generally, includ-
ing her successor in that class?

A Certainly the performaﬁce of all the
other teachers was acceptable and in my opinioﬁ the performance
of Miss McConnell was not acceptable as a teacher.

Q Now; were these conclusions reported to

your Supervisor in the School System?

A ‘My observations?
Q Yes.
A Yes, Sir,
[17] .
Q o Did they become known.to the School Board

bf Spotsylvania County?
"A .A Yes;.Sir.

Q I believe tﬁe record will show it was a
hearing with respect to them, whether Miss McConnell's term
should be terminated.

A Yes, Sir.

Q | Did you testify in that hearing before the
School Board? |

A » Yes, Sir.

' L e
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Testimony of Robert B. Woods

Cross Examination

[17] * %* *

Q Mr.-Woods, exactly how many times did:you
go into Miss McConnell's classroom while classes were in pro-
gress?

A . Well, I sat in on Miss.McConnell's class

for an entire class period on threec occasions. I had occasion

to be in her classroom for shorter periods of time on several
occasions, many other occasions.

Q How many?

[18]

A ‘ Well, I can't tell you exactly. The only
ones that a record was noted of were the ones that I made a
edmpleté'clagsrdom observation, an entire class period, from
the beginning of the class to the.end:of phe c}as§, |

| Q What class périod?__What.timé?v

A | _. Now, I don't - I couldn't tell you which
class befiod. - | |

Q | Ybu don't_remember? Do you know how.many

classes she taught a day?

A - Yes, Sir, she had classes five periods.

Q' ' You don't recall which period you sat in
on?

A : f recall - I know two of the classes I

_—

sat in on.

Q What weére they?
I sat in on a fourth room class and a sixth

room class on one occasion.

o
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Q You are sure it wasn't the second rather

than the fourth?

A I am not sure which period the other class

was, but I am sure about the fourth and sixth.

Q ”' . AYou"didn't go into all the classes and

observe?
[19]

that éuegtioh,'ﬁil of hef'classes?i- |
o MR. RAWLINGS: Yéﬁ;.hef;classes, the
different periods. T

| ATﬁEfofNéSS:' f ééuldﬁ't answer that

question.

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

Q " She éaught all of these periods, didn‘t
she? _ - |
A Yes,sir. -
Q | These students were juniors and seniors
and a few sopﬁbmorésf T';"—*1 SR
A Yes, sir:
Q-.  .',,Aﬁ&;T6f codf§é; théy were different

students in each class that she taught every day.

A (witness nodding head)

Q : What was the first class period of the day

in the school that she taught - that she had?

A - I believe she had a ﬁlanning period.
Q " That was a planning period?
A | Yes, Sir.

Q What took place during the planning period?

MR. GARNETT: May I ask an explanation of

What was that .for? -
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A ' ,That was to be used as a planning period
for preparatlon for c1asses.
' Q D1dn t you go to Miss McConnell a nunber
of t1mes and have her go and hold classes for some’ other

teacher9

A o Ji:dom;tfrecall, Mr. Rawlings;'bgt quite
often we do when there is some need for it. Wheh we haveta
teacher to s1t in in place of a teacher who has some other
pressing reason to-be out_of a class. .

Q 'Yoo'oon't recall specifically asking»her'
to? | | . |

A fﬁé; éi{; I don't recall specifically ask-
1ng MISS McConnell to. o
. Q _ Now, the t1mes that you talked with Miss
McConnell about her classes,_where were you when you talked
to her? f _- : | |
A o In my offlce. |
_Q":- | And do you recall on what occ351ons they
were, when they were? | : _ _ A

| A o I thlnk 1 can te11 you, Sir. (looking
through personal notes) I spoke Wlth her on September the 14th

of '72 and aga1n on the 18th of ‘September and on the 25th of

‘September, on the 28th of September, and on the 16th of

[21]

October;'andvthe 18th“of October, and the 15th of.November;'and

the 22nd of November, December the 13th, and December the 14th

and December the 15th

~"Q : Now, at any time that you talked to her

.how long d1d those talks take?

11
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A ' Well, I couldn't tell you éxactly how long
each conference lasted. Somebof them were rather lengthy and
some wére not; |

Q 'Didryou at ahy time in any of those
conferences ever say to'Miss McConnell, "Unlesé you do better,
we are going to discharge you; We are going to héve to re-
place you." |

A ' Well, I'am not so sure. I am sure that I
did not use the words dischafge or replace because, you know,
I cannot do that, but I dé know that she was told and she was
also told in the presence of the Aésistant Principal that she
would have to make more progress than was being made and she
would Have to make corrections.

Q ' You say you knew she was a new teacher?
She had only had a half year's experience before she came to
you, you knew that?

A Yes, Sir.

Q You say that you saw a student - that a

[22]

studenf slept in'het class. Did you see a student sleep in
her class?
A : “Well, I couldn't say that the student was

asleep, but the student seemed to be asleep, not one but more

than one. -
Q Did you see it yourself?
A - - Did I see it? Yes, Sir.
‘Q. Have you ever seen students asleep in

other classes? o -

A . . Yes.
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; Q ~_Now, you say that the students talked

when you were there. Have you seen students talk in other

classes? S S S S
o A 4'-_Not_to‘zhat extent, no, Sir.
~_ How much more was it here ;han'in other
classes? I __“_:
| A | It was on the verge of total confusion

and chaos.

Q <fhis was on which bécasion that you saw
this?. |
| A ' That was on the oécaéion of November the -

October the 16th.
Q All right, when was it that you had the

~discussion with Miss McConnecll about the zeros?

[23]
'\ -. . -1 had several discussions concerning the

zeros.

Q Well, when was the first one?

Okay, the 28th day of Septembér,

Q " Now, how often do you observe.teachers, Mr.
Woods? _ e L LT J,f‘

A How often do I observe‘teaéhers?

Q Yes. f

- A | I observe teachers as muéh a§ possible

depending upon the time .available and, as I said before, we
certainly try to observe the new members of the staff as soon
as possible and, of course, then time is utilized where it

seems to be needed most and, of course, you know, a lot of
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things ‘aren't fair, how nuch time you have to.observe, if a

teacher or several teachers are not following school policy,
you know, to the extent that there are greatér disciplinary
problems, more students are out of the class, then we have to
spend a great dcal of time taking care of these things, then
there is not enough time left for observations.

| Q .. You didn't get along very well with Miss
McConncll, did you?

A - If you mcan that....that Miss McConnell

didn't seem to understand or I didn't seem to convey directions
[24]

or instructions and §q_forth_fﬂzf'were.heeded to Miss McConnell
I would say the answér to that would probably be yes. |
Q . There.were occasions that you would sée
her in the hall that you wouldn't even speak, isn't that true?
A I.couldn't answer tth. My wife says
soﬁetimes that I don't speak to her.
Q - Well, maybe that's ydqur nature that you

just don't spéak to people.

A (witnéss nodding head
[25] * * *
Q Now, Mr:“Woods, what 1} your procedure

when a new tcacher comecs to school? What{Kind of instructions

do you gichthém as to what to do?

A ' Well, we ha?e a pre-sciool work weck which
[26]
we had preceding the_sghpg} year in questich and in addition

to the regular faculty meetings which all sihool policies and

so forth are gone over, the entire school fatulty. Each
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teacher is_given_§ school héndbqgk_goncerning the School Board
policy dnd the school policy and we also - I had an orientation
meeting with all thé.ngw teachers  and anything_that was not
sufficiéntly covered in the other areas was gone over with

the new teachers.

Q Do you recall what things specifically

you went over with Miss McConnell?
A I recall the fact that we did go over the
matters of discipline, how they were to be handled, and we did
go over the matters concerning the evaluation of students.
Those were two things we covered.
Q. Now, when did you do this? You really
didn't sit down with her and expl&ih the précedures before
she started, did you? |
A " Concerning these two things?'
.Q . 1 Concerning the discipline and.organization
and whatinot.
| . A - We must have spent - not individually,
1 because it wa$ not that much time in the pre-school week to
do this with all the teachers, but we did have at least five
‘ [27]
staff meetings lasting at least an hour each in yhich all
teachers were instructed to bring their handBook.' The hand-
book was gone over. The new teacher was instructed to bring
the handbook to the orientation meeting of the new teachers
and it was at this time that the;procedures were gone over.
Q- . Thevmeetings you had with Miss McConnell
were more or less strained meetings. At the time thét you
talked ﬁb her you were criticizing. You wereﬁ't giving her

instructions on what she was to do. You were just criticizing.
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A You mean the etientétion meeting?

Q Nd, the oiher-meetings. |

A - Are you talking-about the orientation?

Q No,-ﬁhe separate conferences.

A : aThe-sep&rate meetings after she had already

begun teaching?’

Q ~ Um, hum,
A ' Would you repeat the question?
Q You were complaining with her about what.

she had done. You didn' t sit down and explaln to her to try
to help her to improve, did you’

A | We were discussing problem areas and at
that time certainly every cffort was made to improve performancg,
to make suggestions, such as the incident cohcerning the zeros.
[28]

I gave her suggestions and means of eliminating this matter.
Q "_“Vi' To your knqwledge don"tvother teachers
give zeros for that k1nd of thing? |
A e! :i' As dlsc1p11nary measurements, no, Slr.
x:?alking while taking a test?
‘Evidence of.cﬁeeting, but not'diseiplinery

measures. e

Q ,‘-Wasn!t this whaﬁ it was about, that Miss
McConnell told you they were talking while they were takihg
a test .and shechnsidered it to be cheating? Isn't that what
she told you? U

‘A ~~  She told.me'in the first'conference’and
1t was then that I suggested preventlve measures to see that
the occasion d1dn t happen; that students would be finished
with the test that they would have their test.papers folded,

not know what to do with them, no instructions or anything

. L )




to do anything else so it wouAﬁEf' tlgbe any cause v-to be i:'alking
after they had completed the test.

Q If one student had completed his tes; and
turned it in and was talking with somcone who was still taking
the test, wouldn't that be jgst as bad?

A ~ But this wasn't the case.

Q . But yqu.don't see anything wrong with giv-

ing a student a zero while he is taking a test?

[29] |
o A " " If it's evidence of cheating.
Q - Whét'evidence would you want?
A " The evidence of cheating would be giving

information while the test was in progress not, you know,
talking after the test was'completéd.:'7 l

Q And ydd are telling thé5C6uft that Miss
McConhell did not give instructions as. to Qhat the students

were to do the next day when they entered the class?

A . On thglocéééion that I observed, that -is
correct. | |
| Q That was one occasion?
A (witﬁess nodding head)
Q- Right? ) 7
A Well, ontthe three occasions.
AQ "You are telling the Court on three

occaéioﬁs she didn't give'thgm anything to do the next.day?

A The assignments were not explained and
they were not gi&en proper directions. There was considerable
confusion as to what they cbuld not or what they should do.

Q 'You did not come back the next day to sece
what théy did_based on those assignments, did you?

A No, Sir, I -did not. -
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[30] * * *

Q But, ‘you don't Kknow whether this went on
in the other classes that she had or not. You only know what

you saw that one time.

A I didn't sce other classes, no, Sir.

Q You didn't observe every peridd that she
taught? |

A N Not for an entire class period, no, Sir.

Q When you made. these bricf visits, how long

would they be?

[31]
A | Well, from five to ten minutes.
~"Q B That was ﬁhen you went there for a specific
pﬁrp05e to taik4to'her about something, not merely to observe?
A 'Yeé_,, sir.
* * *
| A THE‘COURT: Let me get one thing:straight,
Mr. Wbods. What were the zeros given for?
' | THE WITNESS: The students had finished
faking a test and, of course, they had folded their papers
and their names were written oﬁ them, you know, so that - and
after finally completing the test they kept the test papers oﬁ
their‘desks.bﬁﬁ the stﬁdents were tglking so they were given
zeros.
' THE COURT: 1Is that an accetpable educa-
tional method for discipline?
THE WITNESS: No, Sir.
THE COURT: Well, in the schools - say the
A student knows all the answers and they have finished, arec

they just as guilty as the F students?

,,,,, Justods pulity ds BAb b sRResdts.e o o
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THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. .

' THE.COURT: You told hef this was not an
(321 -
acceptable way ofldiscipline. What way do you discipline the
class? Tttt 7T R '
THE WITNESS: We have differeﬁt means.

. "THE COURT: "I know a lotAof education now -
weli, when I went to school the Principal we héd'if wé did any-
thing wrong walked arouna'thé desk and Qent oh'home. . How do
you discipline children‘now? o | 4

| THE‘WITNESS: Wéll;.fhe'effécfiVe_means we @
have a deténtion hall, kéep fhem-éfter school. - .

THE COURT:. Do you give demerits, you know,

ten demerits?
“THE WITNESS: No, Sir.
-'THE COURT: They don't give démerifs.any

PR

moTe? - |
THE WITNESS: No, Sir. )
| .THE COURT: ' Keeping a child after school,

suppose a child contiﬁﬁeé to acthup‘and continues to disrupt
the class} how do yoﬁ discipline him?

'THE WITNESS: We use suspension énd_pgrent-
al conferences. | | .

THE COURT: Someone talking during the test
is that w}ong? . | |

THE WITNESS: Do what now?.

[33]
THE COURT: The student talking during a

class, if you explain the rule first, anyone céught talking
during the test gets- zero, they are fully advised of the rule

and they talk -
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THE WITNESS: No, Sir, that could certainly

+be construed as cheating and'thét would be different from
after the completion of the test.
[35] * %* *

THE COURT: Like the end of the grading
periodf‘wefe.hgr érades in on time? |

THE WITNESS: As far as I know, yes, Sir.

! “THE COUR%: Frbm your'observations and
experiénce looking over grades of teathers,'dia you see any-
thing unusual about her grades, 1argé numbers of failures or
large ﬁumberslbf'A's or sort of a foutine grading? |

! THE WITNESS: I would say there was nothing
compleéely unusual, .

THE COURT: Did you ever check any of her
tests Jo see whether it was a tést equivalent to high school
seniors taking twelfth grade English?

THE WITNESS: I Qid, yes, Sir.

THE COURT: Were théy tests usually given
to a twelfth gradé student of high school? '

THE WITNESS: Well, they were certainly -
I didn't think fery good tests, no. ‘

| THE COURT: Would you say they were too
easy or; too hérd? | | ' | |
[36] | .
THE WITNESS: I would say they were too
- easy.

THE COURT: Too easy. All right.

MR. RAWLINGS: May I ask one further
question? b

THE COURT: Yes, Sir.

N




* * *

[ SO

Q You say about the zeros after the‘test had
been completed, you got that information froﬁ the students,
is that right? You didn't gbsefve that yourself?
A No, Sir.

Q You don't know whether all the students had
finished the test or ﬂot from your own knowledge?

A , The only thing I know is what Miss
McConneLl said and I got this information from the teacher her-
self. | |

Q You didn't get that information from Miss
McConnell that the students were talking after theAtest, that
everybody was talking?

A No. I did get thé information from Miss

[37]
McConnell that they were talking after they had finished the

test and the studenté they were talking to had finished the
test and I suggested means and ways of preventing this.
| Q S Not all the students had finished the test?

To my understanding, no.

* % *

THE COURT: One further question. Did she
stop giQing zeros after you talked to her?
| THE WITNESS: No, Sir.
. THE COURT: She continued. Did she ever
stop giving them to the time her employment was terminated?
. THE WITNESS: She was still doing this four

days prior to the Christmas holidays, December 14th.




~THE COURT: You had talked to her before

that time?
THE WITNESS: I had spoken with her the

first time September the 28th and on two other occasions.

CROSS EXAMINATION (continuing)
BY MR. RAWLINGsi '

Q ‘Mr. Woods, did you ever tell her that she
cbuldn't do this, but you just rccommended other procedures?

[38]
A : I told her that she could not give a2 zero.

I told her this was not to be done and recommended other pro-

IR

cedures. _
Q- * When? |
o The first time on September 23th.
Testimony of William M. Baker
- Direct Examination
(401 LA R

Q Pursuant to those duties, did you take
occasion to observe the Plaintiff, Miss McConnell's, perfor-

mance as- a teacher and to work with her?

A Yes, I observed Miss McConnell's classroom
on - well, the beginning what brought my attention to Miss
McConnell was that I found students in the halls. Part of my
duty asiAssistant Principal is to go through the halls and

check students that are out of the classroom, to stop them, to

o 7%
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ask them for-what ﬁurpose they are 6ut of their classroom.

They are all supposed to have a hali pass stating wherec they

are going, what their dﬁties afe, why theyAare out of the

class.E I stopped some of our students, talked to them, asked
.

from whose class they were. They said Miss McConnell's. I

asked |for a hall pass. They said she didn't give us one. I

said what did she say -
MR. RAWLINGS: 1 object to anything further
He is testifying to hearsay. |

THE WITNESS: Thls is actually my observa-
tion, what I asked the students and the report I got back from

the students.
| | THE COURT: Just a minute.

THE WITNESS: It was a verbal conversation

betwecen me and\the students.
[41]

BY MR.| GARNETT: (continuing)
Q f'  Did you discuss fhat, if I may, with Miss

McConnell at:any.timéz

tA - Yes, I did - At the t1me I talked with Miss
McConnéll I got the handbook out. 1 thought during ‘the pre-
school} workshOp she mlsunderstood what she should do with the
studen?s that were giving problems in the classroom. I took
the handbook and showed her to send ‘the students from her
class she must give them a hall pass_and 1f-1t 3 a_dlsruptlve
student,Ashe would proceed in‘thrée Qéys: bring the student

to thé:office'stating a complaint -
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Q By office, what office do you mean?

A Sir? |

Q What doﬂyou mean?

A To my office.

Q Right.

A To my 6ffice, stating the complaint, send

the student to the office with a note statiﬁg the complaint or
see me during her planning period or.sometime when she was not
in clasé and tell me'about.the student and I would send for

the student. That is the only three ways that a student should
be out of a classroom.

Q Did she follow thét advice?

[42]

A She did not follow that advice when 1 gave
it to hér and she didn't follow that advice in December when
I was still talkiﬁg’to her about this;' She still just continu-
ed to send_studentélout in the hall arbitrarily énd say get
out. ’

Q Now; give the Court the beﬁefit,in some
detail, if yod please, of your total obsérvétioné of Miss
McConnell's performance as a teacher and a‘mémber of the staff
of the‘Spotsylvania Senior'High School. |

A : HOQ one occasion'oh-these papers that we’
are talking about, six students - i think it'was'six students -
came to my office with test papers from MiSS'McConnell;s class.
On the papers she had given them a gr;de and some of them were

-

rather high grades and then she had marked through that grade

and put a zero and down under that, talking. These papers




|
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were graded at night after the class. The grade was given and
then that was marked through and a zero was put on there. A
competent teacher - when a competent teacher gives a test, she

gives the student specific instructions -

1431 | * * *
Q - Did you discuss that problem with Miss

McConnell at any time?

A Yes.
Q Explain that to the Court.
A Grades are not to bc used as disciplinrary

mecasures with students.

[44]
' ) - What do you base that on?

It's in our handbook. It's our policy.

- Is that gone over in the orientation?

> o B O

This was-gone over in the bre*school work-
shop and I pefsonally discussed thiélwith Miss McCohneli ahd I
expiained to her when she gave a test she should give students
specific instruct;ohs} when.theyﬂcomplcfea the test.sﬁe'should
have a task for tiem fo perform becéuSe some students finished
the test in_twenty_minutes, some of fhem-twent}-five minutes,
somé of them forty minutes, and some take the whole class and
still not combléte the test so a_tompeteht teacher would say
this ié'thejfest; ‘Now when you finish the test this is what

you are supposed to do, open your books, read, or these are

-

~questions that you should anéwer or some assignment for students

who have completed the test. I.went'over that with Miss
McConnellvand,instructed*her in that way; that that is
competénf, thgn she wouldn't have the§e~students talking while
other pebplé were trying to finish the test. I discussed that

with Mis§ McConnell.
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Q What was the result of your efforts to
correct Miss McConnéll's methods? ' |

A | They were not successful. I was asked to
make a formal evaulation of Miss McConnell on January the 1lth
and these discussions with Miss McConnell had been going on
since September -
[46] * * *

THE WITNESS: At the beginning of the !
class it took fiffcen or twentv.minutes. for the class to gct
settled down. There were various conversations going on in
the room between students. She eventually gave them a
written assignment, passed it out. Some of the students
started on this assignment but'it was a lot of discussion, a
lot of questions.as_to just what did she want them to do.

They couldn't understand her expldnation what‘éhe'wanted them
to do and there were private convcrsation§ between students
goinyg on. Miss McConnell was standing in front of the room
trying to answer quesfions,from students who wanted-morc
spccific instructions on the assipgmment. She.finally pot then
sctt;cd down and they started working on the assignment. In a
vcry‘fcw minhtes somc of the students complected the assignment,
brought 1t up to the desk and laid it on the desk. The

students werc up at various times bringing the assignment up

[47].

and some students were working on the assignment, some other
students Wcrg asking Miss McConnell what shall we do now and
she proceeded to go to the blackboard and procceded to write
things to do for the examination and she started discussing

thesc things that she was writing on the blackboard whilc some

of thc-students completed the written assignment that she had
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given them at the beginning of the class and this was on

January the 11th,

Q Have you covered other visits that you
made to her class of her performance as a teacher?

A : This was the only time I was asked to
write a formal evaluation. I had been .asked to go to her clasg
on other occasions. At‘those times I did not stay the whole
period. I would go in there for ten or fifteen minutes. The
samc type of thing existed, sfudents talking to each other.

I would talk to Miss McConnell. Scnd those students to me. 1

can disciplinec them in the office. I can't help you unless you

send:them to thé office with a complaint. I was there to heip
her. ' I was trying to help.. I wanted to hc]p; ~
| Q | Did she respond to that?
A | She would not send the students with a

specific complaint to the office.
Q -Over what period of timec of your cfforts
did they last? When did they begin?

(48]

A From September clean to January. That's
my jpb. My job is to help tcachers that are having disciplinar}
problems. = That's part of my job. I can't help if they'don't
seek my help. If they don't follow the manual and send tne
studcnts to the office with a speccific complaint, what the
student 1s doing, what they are not supposed to do.

Q Did you observe Miss McConnell's class,
if it was making progress in her administration as a teaéher?

A As an English teacher Miss McConnell has a
tendency to give tests a little bit different. She would give
short answer tests. . Our studentszréad‘a series of books and

as I recall some of the tests that I got from Miss McConnell's




App. 30

questions were such as what was the name of so and so, what
color hat did so and so have on. They were objective type
tests. They were not written tests. She wasn't asking them to
write paragraphs that thecy would make sentcnces and punctuate
that she could cvaluate, what I would consider to be an Lnglish
teacher's job. ' ' |

Q ' From your total confercences with her did
you rsach a sufficicat conculsion as to whether she was an
adcquatc tcacher?

A The twenty-thrce ycars that I have been in
the field of cducation I have spent clecven ycars in adminis-

[49]
tration either as Assistant Principal or as a Principal and

based on that experlence and based on the experlence that I
have had worklng in the publlc schools and working w1th the
public. Miss McConnell was not a_competent teacher. She_was
not dpihg a competent job as an English teacher. ‘In my |
opinion her presence at Spotsylvania High School was detriment
to the students and detriment to the school as a whole because
this thing of students out in the hall running around they
could have gotten in their car and gone up the road. They
weren't under any supervision. They were just running around
"and we are'required by law to supervisé these students from
the time they leave home in the morning until the time they
get back in the afternoon. We can't supervise if they are not
where they are assigned to be. It becomes an intolerable

situation.

MR. GARNETT: . You may cross examine.




Testimony of William W. Baker

Cross Examination

f49] | |
' CROSS EXAMINATION ¥

BY MR. RAWLINGS:

| Q. Mr. Bakef, aré.you basing your opinion
as to whether she 1is a compctent'teacher that she allowsv'
students to run around in the hall? |
[50]

. .. A . _:No, I am basing it on eleven years of
expericnce in administration that I have had in observing
teachers.

) Q _'p“.;}_understand that, But you said your
redson that she - |
A .. .. Because of the chaotic conditions in her
classroom, because of the examinations, the tests that she
gave students; because she would allow students to roam the
halls freely.. On one occasioﬁ I observed her prior to Thanks-
giving and I went by her room.. I went by her room and a
couple of students were there. She said the rest were in the
library. I went to the library. Her students were in there
reading, you know, magazines and newspapers. I went back and
said do they have a specific.assignment in the library.. She
said no, I just gave them free time. That's not competent
teaching;
Q ' You don't know that is done every time.
You don't know she did it every period. *

A : I am not saying that a competent teacher

never does it.

Q Never sends anybody to the library, a free

time?
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A ‘ Without a specific'assignmcnt, somcthing to
do.
[51]
| Q : You don't know what these students -
.. What theOStﬁdents said, she éaid‘get out.
You don't know whethér they went to the
class. _ :"f,lf-  Tl.l ;'-'-t S |
-  A ' She marked them'presenyi_
Q Did you check that? _”
- . A ... If they had been absent, they shoh;d have

been oh'her absént list from fhe classfoom and they were not
on .there. -
How do you know?

Because she didn'i mark them ;Sseﬁt. .

~. How do you know?

>D>4O

] 'Because she-is-required to turn in.a list
by periods of students that are absent.
| Q. 11 Did ybu check it? .

Yes. She did not mark those students
absent so, therefore, we assume they are in the classroom.
' Q. Do you know what period those students
caﬁe from? o |

A Various periods. I very seldom get to the

$econd class during the first period because of the other

responsibilities that I have; but from the second period to the

sixth period -




Q When you found the students in the hall,

did ;you take them to Miss McConnell?
A I brought him to the office.

Q You-didn't take him to Miss McConnecll and

say,ilook, why is he here?

! A : ~You don't - . as-an administrator I am not
goin? to belittle Miss McConnell in front of a student.

% : ..Q . ... .You are not going to fakevthe student to..
her Lnd say, look, he is out here without any permission, and
she didn't have a chance to deny it? |

‘ A I brought him to the office and séw her
priv%tely and discussed it with her privatély and she-said'I

sentlthem out in the hall. -I told them to get out.

-.-.Q.. ...__ When did she tell you this?
A 'In our discussion.
Q When?
A I don't know the specific date.
Q vHow many times?

: A "But different times she said his presence
in my classroom was intolerable. I told him to get out. I

said;don't do tha;. Send him to the office.

»

| Q f _ Did she ever send anybody to the office?

| A "On one .occasion.
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Q What did you do?

A . I told the student that his actions would
have to'improve. If they didn't improve, certain things would
h;bpén to him, and then after this student was sent to the
office I discussed with her if he didn't improve, she should
send him back to me immediately and I would take other action,
either get his parents in and'talk io them or I'would'suspend
him from school or take.éome other action, and the student was

never sent back to-me the second time. .

Q You say she never sent any other student?
A Not to my knowledge:
Q All right, now, with respect to the zeros,

you say it's in thé ménual not to give zeros for discipline?

A o It says grades are not to be used as
discipline.. It's not good educational procedure to use grades
for disciplinary purposes.:

Q | " Do you consider giving a zéro for cheating
on a test as a_disciplinary measure? | |

A A competent teachér - a competent teachér
who was accusing a.student of cheating would take that paper
right then. They wouldnft wait until the examination was over.
They would say, give me youf'papér. You are cheating.

Q And would do what with it?
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It woi

e . |
A And say you gotl!a zero. You are cheating.

11d be done right then. It wo&ldn't be given up with the

rest

ff the papers and give it a gréde'of ninety-five and

markeh through'and given a zero andésay télking A coﬁpetent

teacher in a 51tuat10n of suspectlng a student of cheatlng

would

compe

'take that student's paper now.
. Q - That would be all right?
A That would. be competent. It would be in-
. . i . . .

S
J'/“l

tent to take those papers up aﬁd assume that they were

talking and cheating and give them 'a zero.

_ | .- .
Q What is the difference? You have been

talkihg and I told you you were'talking and you are cheating

and taking the'paper.

graded. o _ o

A . The papets were [taken up. ' The papers were
' : F

How do you know, Mr. Baker?
I saw the paperé.
You d1dn t sce them graded’

-h I ‘saw them on there.

O > 0o P O

How do you know?

A Let's put is th%s way: I saw these papers

| - -

that Miss McConnell's students had taken. At least this was,

the students had told me. I saw a érade on'that paper that
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means the completed paper was graded. I saw a line marked
through that and a zero and written under that talking. I am
saying that a competent teachef would not let a student finish
an examination on which they,thought they were cheating. |
| Q . :;' . Would you consider it to Be incompetent
for a teacher who has told the students not to talk, she is
going to give them a zero if they talk, taking the péper,
grading it so the students can sece what they do, and then give
him a zero on the grade?
| MR. GARNETT: Object to the question on

the grounds that it's against school policy to give them a
zero, e Lo ; -
.- MR, RAWLINGS: He has already said that
it's all right to give them-.a zero. ; - l :

| THE WITNESS:_ If they are cheating and
take the paper while the test 1s going on, not two daYs later.

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

Q - . How do you know it was two days later?
| The studeﬁts‘said‘we turned fhe paper in
yesterday. We'got them this morning. We arevcohing to show
them to you, to see what happened. - e
Q: . That's the only thing you'are basing it

on?
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[56]
SR - A - - 1s what the students told me, yes, Sir.
Twa, is it anywhére in the manual that you
are not to give zeros for students taking examinations when
they are talking?
A ' It §5ys'gradés‘wi11 not be used for
discipiinary'pﬁrppséé.t It's not good teaching. =~ o |
Q R Have yoﬁ seen the grédes that Miss McConnel
gave the students for the tefﬁ in her class? |
SN fxlt's not part of my.duties. We;do require
school teachers are-required_to break down the grades percentag%
wise and how'maﬁy'éot such and such grade and of the total
:percentage of students she ﬁas whaf‘per cent got A's and what
per cent got B's and C's. F have éeen those from our school
but I have’not‘épecificdlly seen ;hose from Miss McConnell, no,
Sir. S ‘ ]
Q - You are basing part of your'bbservationé on

what kind of education the students get out of this kind of

teaching, is that true?

A~ Restate the que#tioh.'

Q You are stating one of the reasons you say
she is not a ;9Tpetégt“peach?; and therefore should not teach
is becaﬁse you want thc'chiidrcn‘to learn.

A o That is certainly fhe purposcféf good

instruction, yes, right.

57 :
[37] Q - So if the children learn they are at least

being taught.
A If learning is taking place. If they are
wandéring around in the halls, you can't teach a whole lot to

a student who is running around in the halls.

=
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[58] * * * |
j THE COURT: I would like to ask him - it |

looks like we are getting a 16t of zeros and disciplinary i
fype things. If she were using it in violation éf the school
rules as a disciplinary action, wouldn't it have more effect
. on a studént to know he got ninety-seven on a test and he was
falking and she graded it and put ninety-seven and put zero,
was taiking, which indicated the télking was cheating?
Wouldn't it be a mbre severe blow to a étudent who was going to
get zero anywaf? |

"THE WITNESS:v‘No, she stated the student
was talking so he must have been cheating.. This is the indica-
tion that I got. He got the zero because he was talking and
if he was talking he must have been cheating. Now, if he was
cheating you should never have permitted him to finish the
examinéfion and I think it would have been more of a scvere
blow for him disciplinary wise for a teacher to go back while
that class was iﬁ progress - I did it as a teacher myself.
I know other teachers have done it, and say you are cheating,
you are getting your answers from another student, and I take
yoﬁr pﬁper righf now and I take that ﬁaper and I take 1t and I
tear it up and put itvih the wastebasket. (witness indicating)
[59] :
- | THE 'COURT:" Would you admit this: . there
is room for difference of opinion? | | |

" THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir. )

' THE COURT: ~Because ;f;yqq dqﬁ't:know you

ﬁaVe a;rightAapd yop miébt tgaf somgbédy's paper up and say

that's good teacher, I_yas goiné'to.get a zero anyway, but if
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you got caught talking and you got ninety-seven that might be
eiffe;ept,‘ Now, in a class of geometry, algebra, and on down
the line, but isn't it in the classroom the totality of build-

ing the individual?

\
|
Testimony of Ralph Tatum
‘ ' Direct Examination ‘
[63] * * *

Q. - Did you discuss your evaluation of'Miss
MeConneal with her at ény time? '

A~ . Yes, Sir, I did. October 23rd,f made an
observation of Miss McConnell. - I found in the classroom that
the classroom'was disorganized. She seemed to be hafing a lot
of disciplinary problems, seemed there was no type of planning
or no type of organization going on.so on Octobef.the 24th the
first period.was Miss McConnell's planning period. . I had her
to come in to the conference room at the Senior High School.
We talked it_bver,{the.things that I saw in her classroom the
day Before that. I made some suggestions how she could
improve these things._ At the time I was in fhe classrdom some
of the students they appeared to be asleep At least their
heads were on their desks, kids were walklng in and out of the
classroom. I don't know what for. I don't,know whether they
were 5upposed.to be in there or out. It seemed fhat some‘of
the sfudents they were talking out when they wanted to. .They
talked all the way across the classroom if they wanted to talk
to someone. I realized she was hav1ng a problem so 1 asked

to talk to her the next morning and we did. I talked with her

on the 24th and we discussed these things.

|
|




[64]

Q . Now, based on your observations did you
discuﬁs any deficiency in her ability as a teacher?
A Yes, Sir.. |
Ll 1_-} Q.. ... And in_relation to some of the probiems
that fou mentioned? _E;. LoDl In Tl
. A l_ _;N 1 would say the deficiency in her planning
and general organization of the claséroom; these were the most
things I was concerned with and she‘seemed to be'havihgeéeme
d15c1p11nary problens with the students.
Q . Did the advice and a551stance you gave Miss
McConnell produce an improvement in her performance to the point
‘that these deficiencies Had been overcome? |
s ATl o : . From'my‘ﬁirst_observation of Miss McConnell
# wentlback in January, myalast observation didn't seem to be
an effert of any improvement of Miss McConnell or making any
corrections of any things that I had;seen or had talked with
Per about. |
| Q - Now, based on your qualifications as you
zhave explained them, what is yoer opinion of Miss McConnell's
‘performance as a teacher in the Senlor ngh School during the
past school year? Was it an acceptable, eff1c1ent performance
lor ethérwise? '

A From my observation and experience that I
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[65]

had in the field of supervision and the field of education I
would saylthat Miss McConnell's teaching would not be accept-
able in Spotsylvania Senior High School.

Q Is that in compérison with:thg performance
of other teachers in.the same school? |

A ~ Yes, Sir. Sl

| ~Q:;~~— ) And is’ relatlve'to generally ma1nta1ned

standards in the school and in the performance of teachers’
1 mean your evaluatlonlls based on the performance-of others?

A Yes, Sir,'the standards and'performancé of
others and the rules and regulations that we.have-iﬁlthe
County.

Q  And on her performance and nonconformance
to those standardg? l‘f:-- e S -

A - - YXes, Sir.

Q - -Did it come a time on which your findings
were made knoquto the School Board of thiS«County?

A k Yes, Sir, I made my. observatlons known to

the School Board at the hearlng that we had.

Testimony of Ralph Tatum

Cross Examination

\[66] * * *

Q - Now, you say that Miss McConnell - first
off let me ask you. on October the 23rd do you know what time
that period is?

A - It was 9:50 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
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T67] |

Q That was the second period?

A The second period.

Q In November was it theisame period?

A November 25th was 12:16 p.m. to 1:12 p.m.

Q - Which period would that have been?

' Thatlwduld have been the fourth period I

would say. |
._ Q And in/January'when did YOﬁ go there?

A .- In January I went back from 9:51 a.m. to
-10:497a.m.‘ | B

Q" Thétfs'the:Second period?

.A Thaffs the second period.
Q  What disciplinary things are you talking'

about? You said Miss McCohnell}was having disciplinary pro-
A - It appeared she was hav1ng disciplinary
problems. The students were talking out when' they wanted to.

She didn't seem to have any “control with the students.

Q" - Did she tell them not to talk out?
A : To my'knowledge I didn't hear her say that.
P Q ~ You'don'’ t- know whether she - recognlzed and

accepted that as part of her teachlng procedure’

‘A o ‘I wouldn' t think that the students talklng
from one side’ef.the roon to the other, talklng.out, hollerlng
whenever they feir like it - . |

Q ‘ You don't know whether they were violating
any rules that you Lnow of, were they’ They weren't deliber-

ately going against her 1nstruct10n?
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- o >

Q

her permission.

A
Q

1
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|

|
I would think SA.
PUPED - ! .‘..‘. .- .
Did you hear he% tell them not to talk?

No, -Sir. |

-~ They. may very Wﬁll have been doing it with

I don't think fér a teacher -

- If she was not dbjecting to the talking

how can you say -she was having a dis@iplinafy‘problem?

selves in the classroom. L 1

A

Q

disciplline?

o>

o > o »

A

The way the students were conducting them-

_ . S
What else did you see with respect to
|

Students asleep L

appeared to be asleep.
] o LT

- . 'Ever seen students sleep in class?

Yes, Sir. - “
SR
They do it on occasion in classes?

i

{u

It's not unusual%

‘In some.

is it? -
P '

‘Not this many st%dents., This many

students wouldﬁ'tfbefusual? I wouid ghink.

Q

in the morning, wasn't it?

~ They what. 'y

" ‘The rumber of students would be unusual

The two times you went back was the second

Yes,'Sir.‘
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Q On say the first visit you went there how

many students were asleep?

A - At least four.
Q How many in the class?
A Approximately twenty - in the twenties.
73] * * * |
Q . . Now, how often do you observe other
teachers? .
A ; I obéerve as often as'I can gét'into the

classrooms.

Q v Do you have any procedure for this? Do
you have a routine? Do you observe all new teachers?

A :l All new teachers I do, yes, Sir, all new

teachers in the County.

Q - Ana you do it two or three times?
A ~ Right, fbo or thrée times in the year, yes,
Sir. .
[74] * * ¥
Q- : The complaint that you had against Miss

McConnell was the fact that you contend she didn't organize

her classes well enough? K SRR

A Yes, Sir.

Q | Wh#t do you mean by organization? What was
she supposed to do that she didﬁ't do?

A Well, I didn't see any evidence at the time
I was in there, evidence of planning, the organizafion of the

classroom. I just didn't sce how she would teach with the

chaos that was going on. The students were doing a lot of
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talking. I mentioned this to Miss McConnell. I told her the

first thing she would have to do §hc would have to get some.

type of order before she could do'any type of tcaching.

[75] o
Q o When you talk about order, you are talking

E

about students 51tt1ng down?
A Sitting down ahd being quiet.

o ‘ E
Q - When you talk about planning, the day

‘before or a week in advance? j

‘A- ... "Some ev1dence ef planning; yes, Sir, know
Qhat she'is going to do, to give the students, and this type
of-thing. This'is-ﬁhat I am»talkihglabout, some evidence ef
planning. |

| Q - When you say yeu wefe there in October and
“November and January and you saw ne evidence of p1ann1n what
was it specifically that you saw that 1nd1cated no ev1dence of
planning? ST T FQ}‘ :

A L ~Specifically thatl didn't see her with
anythingvthat really seemed meaninéful‘that she was doing that
~the studente'were'interested in,.when the'Students were

sleeping, heads on the desks. I'gﬁess'they were sleeping.

!
They| had their heads on the desks, talklng and Just really

disinterested in what she was d01na

Q - Was she talklng about the subject?
A - At times, yes,iSir.
Q Well, how could she have planned and done

differently? What things d1fferent1y could she have done that

|

would indicate plannlng in what she did?

l
|
b
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A Something that would hold the interest of

udents to keep the interest of\the students  in know1ng
t :
he was d01ng ;

Q You are saylng the evidence of planning is

g the interest of the students?

A - Yes, Slr, some type of formal 1nstruct10n,

ng and learning is g01ng on,

Testimony'of Donald Barton

Direct Examination.
* x %
Q '2, In the course og the performance of those
did you have the opportunlty‘to make the acqualntance
s McConnell and make any obsenvatlons of her performance
ching? T |
A o Yes, Sir, I made two formal'obeervations.
Q "h Would you tell Jhe Court the -extent of
bservations ahd the results oﬁ your observations.
A I made the firse -'exeuse me,  Judge, I
slight eold. N . |
- THE COURT: That's all right, Sir.
A j,- I made the-first?observation.on November

I believe it was second periodﬂ No, it was 1:106 p.m. to

p.m., which I think is the fourth period. At the time

entcred the room prior to the class completing the
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[79]
corridor bell rlnglng, introduced myself to Miss McConnell so

‘she would know and asked i1f there was ‘room so I could observe

the class. She directed me to a chair and I stayed the entire
period. She stated to me that it was review class and in the
periodAof observation to me it appeared that the planning for
the review was not adequate and the reason I say that is
because she had a copy of the book which she had apparently
completed the instructions f;om and'she was thumbing through
the book and she would thumb awhile and ask a question and
thumb awhile and ask a question. It appeared it was no set
order that she had. It was just alma;tef of ‘thumbing through
the book.  She was eaeily distracted during this period of
instruction. The students would say SOmething abeut can we
turn the heat on, can we tﬁ;ﬁ the aif{con&itioner off. She
would make some comment from thie'ahd‘the students would lead
her away from what was actually going on. There seemed to be
a lack of enthusiasm in the presentation of her lesson, in a
monotone voice asked quesfion after'question. 1f the students
didn't answer in a very short period_ef time, she would answer
the question herself. She called her roll for attendance from
her grade boek, which I personally feel that pretty near thrce
months of teaching is unnecessary. You sheuid know your

students by this time. After obsefving Miss McConnell at this
[80] -

time I did have a conference w1th her in the high school
conference room. I went over this with her and I gave her a
copy which.she Signed fot'me and a copy for me and on thle therg
were suggestions how she could improve'ih some of these areas
and fhen at this time:I told her I wo&ld be back. On January

18th I did return -

.
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[81] * .k K

Qe All right, Mr. Barton, what do you have
on Jaﬁuary the 18th? = .. .

A .. On-January the}lSth it appeared that I

Tretul

answe

' . R . . -
rned to class during another review period. I can't

r why I got two review periods. At this time the teacher

again in the monotone expression was.asking questions of the
| .

students. I asked the teacher at'ﬁhe end of the class period

if I

could see her lesson plan for that lesson and she said,

"WYell, it was just a review,' and I never did seevany lesson

plan

. ‘ _ . . i : . .
whatsoever. At the beginning of the class period Miss

McConnell was sitting at her desk. After the tardy bell rang

approximately four students entered the class. It's my under-

standing of high school policy that they are to have a tardy

[82]

pass

i
{
i
i
|
L

to enter the class. If she saw one, I never saw one. MisT

McConnell ﬁever asked for one. Shé;sat at her desk for five

minutes, according to myIWatch, before she commenced to do

anything in the class. Then shé stér;ed.tq.cbnduct the lesson

and ilt was appibximately three girl# sitting very close to me

iwithin yery'easyvhearing'and they wére talking. Miss McConnell

did say something like are ybu through or words fq that effect

|

and the girls looked rather surprised and becamé quiet at this.

time

and I overheard one girl say, much to my surprise, that's

the flirst time she has ever done that. The boys in this

particular class - not all the boysL but some of the boys in

this

than

particular class - continued to talk abeut other items

what were in the lesson and thbse that were talking about

- |

the lesson were doing so at twaandlthree at a time. So it
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was more than just a whole lot of people talking out or one in
a directed manner of discussion. Onevbey was dezing, one girl
was reading a library book, another girl was writing a letter.
Here again, &hen the teacher asked a question the students
either answered alfogether or nobody answered at all. Dis-
turbances were still taking place. Approximately five minutes
according to my watch senior students, and I woﬁldn't say how
many it is, three or four at least got up eut of the room and
lcft. At the end of class I asked why these students left
(831 4 .
because I was curious as to why they left the class'and'she
told me the seniors had the privilege of 1eaving'one minute‘
before the bell so they could get to lunch and I told her - 1t'
seemed to me to be five minutes by my watch and I 1nmed1ate1y _
went to the offlce and checked the bell system and I found 1t.
was correct with my watch and that the students had left five
minutes before the,bell rang. Here again I ﬁad a conference
with Miss McConncll and had her sign copies of which she
signed one copy and I had the ether copy. l,:, . L

' Q ‘Are we to gather from your‘exﬁlanation'
there that Miss.McConnell failed to hold the-attention of her

students, her class?

A . - Yes, Sir.
Q Was that failure evidence .to make an
acceptance of degree - oy

MR. RAWLINGS: Both of these questions are
leading questions. The witness can testify what degreeAit

was. He is telling him what kind of degree he wants him to

say.
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-,—— e

MR. GARNETT: I will accept Mr.. Rawlings'

o —

tions and ask what degree in comparison with a normal

ence was that through.

I would say a~1a%ge_number of her students,
| .

A

i
t participating either in a vérbal or listening manner.
aj

re doing something else the majority of the time that

K
- |
Donald Parton

Testimony of

b

Cross Examination

1

% * *
Q You say both times you were there were
periods?
A She had reviewing. I can tell you titles,

!

—

of a Witch" at one time and '"Devil's Witnesses" another.

Q | This was in prepéring for a test?

A Apparently. |

Q It was not teaching. She was trying to
something'with'them? E

A Reviewing is a tqaching'sitﬁation, yes,

. | . :
Q Those that are a@are‘or that feel they

- would nbt;béfaéiihteIESted?,

for a classroom to be.

A This is not cause
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(8
gizlupted by a class if they knew it. From my observations
many of them<didn't or they would have been answering questionsj.

Q . Answering questipns or asking questions?

A They would have been answering questions
directed by Miss McConnell.

Q You don't follow up to see_what results
weré onAthe teéts? | | | o

A No, Sir, my duties don't allow me that
observation during'the daytime. : . .~“. o -

Q A ‘'You said something about making recommen-
dations. The main thing you are saying had to do with.
enthusiasm and what you Cali lack'of;or monotone in-her presen-
tation. - Sl e T o - |

A l;'i That's ;ﬁe itém, yes, Sir...

Now, when you<$ay she didn't have lesson
plans what do you mean by that?

A _ A lesson plén to me is an outiine, what
you plan to do in that class period or that day SO you méy be
guided in presenting your situation.' |

Q | How do you have a lesson'pldn for review
sessions?

- A 3 You have key points thét you. want to stress

in your review that you probably cover on your examination and

[86])
the key concept of the book or the lesson that you have prescnt]
ed in the past.

| Q -~ Is it always absolutely necessary that it

be in writing? Is it something you have learned up in your

B

head?.
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A It's kind of difficult to keep something

learned up in your head for five periods. I would say in my

experience it should be in writing.

Q You say you never saw the lesson plan or
any plan?

A .No lesson plans were ever presented to me.

Q You don't know that she didn't have any
notes? | o

A | I asked-her Specificallx for her ;esson

plan. I didn't say lesson book. I said lesson plan. It could
Have .been on a piece of cardboard. I saw nothing.

Q You don't know what kind of plans she had

‘when she was actually teaching, just reviewing?

A No, Sir.

Q And was this visitation by you in the
normal procedure .or were you requested to go there?

A They were in my normal procedures. 1 viSit
each teacher in my system at least once or twice a year and
specifically new teachers at the béginning of the ycar.

¥

Testimony of Paul Slayton

Cross Examination

[94] * * *

Q ' In your experience as Professor, is it
normal procedure to place a student teacher in a classroom
of a teacher who has just been teaching a few months?

A ‘ ' It is not normal, but it was made at my

request. I had an unusual number of student teachers that

semester that were placed. We never place a student teacher




with a new teacher. She had a degree.: She had teaching
‘expcrience, therefore, I réquested the4p1acement.

- Q Did you.know she only had a half year's

teaching expecrience?

[95]

A ' No, Sir, I didn't realize that. I knew
she wasseﬁperienced. | -

Q = 1Is it true a tgacher who is teaching a
course and has a?studeni teacher in the room has &n additional
burden on her? She has to sort of-teach the student tea;her
as well as the students.

A , In part,.yés;'but'that is also an open °
question because Some teachers assure me that a student teacher
is an advantage, but it at least changes séme'fotus, yes.

Q It gives them an added task. They not only
have to teach-the students but the teacher. | N

A . Yes.-

1971 * * *

. " THE- COURT: I‘wanf‘to.aSk the Doctor why
did you reaséign'the student teacher?

: - THE- WITNESS: The student teacher was being
asked to put zero grades on papers of students because the
students had been talking at thé conclusibn of the test
Situat#on. "~ As the student teacher reporting the situation to

me that it was no feeling in her mind nor did she think these
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kids had been cheating. It was because she had been asked
to put zeros on these papers. 1 regarded that and so told her
because she was a mémber of my class the previous semester
it was not ethical and I had a prectty good idea that it was
illegal.

THE COURT: Based on that did you have an
opportunity to falk with the student teacher after she had
been therc to see if she was making any progress?.

- THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir.
THE COURT: Did ybu have to grade her on

that?

[98] _
THE WITNESS: Oh, yes, I graded her.

THE COURT: As a result of that did you
_see any increase in her ability to teach-orndeérease?

THE WITNESS: That's an awfully hard
estimate because of the short time period. _ | |

~%. I THE COURT: What was the period?
| THE WITNESS: She went into the school
towafd the - aﬁproximately the 10th of Septembér. 1 will go
eithér way on that; that normallylat oﬁr-requesf the student
teacher does not begin teaching the class on her own. - She is
an observer, inactive partner‘fdrva beriod to be determined by
the teacher. My first visit was apﬁroximately the 1st of
Octobef and the student teacher had not bégun her activities
at this time. The -20th of 6Etober was when I moved her to
another school. It wouid be'a very slow progress or not
progress -
. THE COURT: But you reassigned her?

THE WITNESS: Because of that situation.
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. ' 1

d

-A .. -1 am Mark W. Leazer. I live in

i

|

Spotsylvania County.

Q o What do yoﬁ do?
A " I am a pre%s hélper at Moore Business
Forms., - , } |
, Qv. " How long h%ve you been employed there?
A .Aboutjthreé months.
- Q Where did *ou go to school?
A Spotsylvania‘Senior Hiéh School.
Q " When? ; -
|
EIOO]
A j Well, I_stérted in - we moved from Fairfax
when‘i was in the fifth grade and I_;ontiﬁued my education

until I graduated at Spotsylvanﬁa County.

Q Are you é;qh#inted wifh_MisS Sallie Mc-
Connell? | | j;' |
A .~ Yes, Sir, Iiam;
How do youvhappén to be g;quainted'ﬁith
herz
| :A - I was in he? classroom. I guess it's

S '
emester ‘72, |
\ S . |
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Q ° ° What subject?
English.
Q Do you remember what period you were in

her class?

A Third period.

Q Was that the whole time?
A ‘ Well, at first I was in her fifth period

class and then I got my schedule reworked and I was put in the
third period class.’

Q. Were you iﬁ her class the full time that
she was teaching there? _ o

A No, at the very beginning of the year I

was in another English class, then I got assigned to her class.

[101]

Q ' Now, directing your attention to her class
and the work there, what can you tell the Court about the
orgahization'df her work in the class?

A  Well, I feel that there are many. things
that showed that shé'did have organization. One of the biggest
things thaf stands out in my mind we did horoscopes or made up
our own horoscopes in our class. 1 feel peopie that know any-
thing about horoscopeé; gvérybodY's is different. Nobody's
is alike, and she made available material for everybody in her
class to do these horoscopes. I feel that in order to gather
that material that it must have been a considerabie amount of
plahning in advance and that sort of thing.

| Q Was that the only evidence of planning or

organization during the time’that you were there?

,é
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A No, I feel that anybody that could come
in and have us reading books and taking tests she must have
read the books herself. That's téking time, planning. I
think that was well organized.

Q " What about assignments? Did you get
assignments each day? |

A | Well, she gave reading assignménts. We
read certain portions of the book. Sometimes she would let
us read during thevclass, other times she had us read for

homework.

[102]

Q - _What about the discipline and decorum in
the class? |

A 1 felt it was a relaxed‘atmosphere which
I feel is a better atmosphere for learning. People could
‘speak what they felt. - I am nbt-saying whatéver they wanted
‘to do. If they wantedltb give their opinion, she wouid.let
_them, that pertained to the subject. We did work on.group
things. There‘théy ﬁoﬁld be talking among the people in the
class, working, like I say, on group prbjécts. It would have
to be some type of talking;

| Q- ~What about participétion by the students

in the class? | | |

A ' Well, a lot of students in the cléss - I
have been going to school with students in the class for five,
years and particulafly with the horoscopes I had not seen them

as interested or participating in class as much before as when




we werc doing the horoscopes. I can't recall anybody ever

sleeping during this time. Everybody seemed to be really wide
awake asking questions to find out what is going on and every-
thing.
Q . What about sleeping, students slecping in
the class? | TV g9'5;5:
A Well, students slépt in all élasses. I

[103] .
have not been in a class that I haven't seen at least one
student asleep. 1 héve slept in classes maybe from boredom.
I don't kﬁow. A lot of students especially in that class -
take me for instance, I worked eight and a half hours a day
after ‘I got out of school. Sometimés I came in and I was
tired. I had stayed up late at night doing certain: things. I
would come into class and I would fall .asleep, not from bore-
dom, but justﬁfrom exhaustion. | |

l:Q‘_.. . Now;_whét can you‘say about learning in
the ciass, your ieérning and other students' learning?
Can you commeﬁt 6n that?

A . I gathered a great deal of knowledge from-
her class. The class was labeled "The Devil," 1like super-

natural type things. 1 hadvery 1little knowledge in this

thing before I went in the class and I feel I learned a great

deal. She threw a completely different light dnxthe_subject
than.Iithink most people saw. As.faf as devil or Qitchcraft
she looked at it from different points and opinions. It wasn't
the same old boredom, the witchcraft brewing up, you know, all

different aspects, witches, which I thought was very interest-

:ihg.
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E-_ ©.--.Q ~--. - Do you have any knowlcdge whether any

others were learning in the class?

[104]

A _  - Well, friends of mine have stated to me
that they were learning. I know a lot ofjthings I really
didn't know anything like that. .I say most people have a,
in my opinion, have a narrow 6pinibﬂ like on witcheé and that
sort of thing and she broadened this opiniOn,lmy:opinion of it,
and many of my friends' opinions. | |

Q. . . .When did you‘firSt learn that Miss

McConnell was géing to have to stop teaching?

A .Wéli,'l used to stop.andAféik‘to Miss
McConnell after class and she told‘me one day - well, fifst
she said she wasn't sure she was going to be wifh-us the next
semester. Then she made a statement the next day.that Qhe
wouldp’t_be_teaching. R o | A

Q - What.w;;‘the reaction of youfs and the
other students? | | h

A 1 .was upsét. EVerybbdy‘wantéd to know

- why she was going‘to bevdismissed.-.No one found out very much
but I was very upéet. o
| Q - - Do you know anything about_your library

privilegeé or the class going to the library? Did you ever
go to the liBraIY? |

A . I have goné to the Iibrafy in Miss Mc-

Conncll's class before. Basically how that works is just like
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any other teacher works it. 1It's not individual passes
written out, Most of the time it would be one note that one
student would carry to the libtary. "The times-we went to the
library Miss McConnell came to the 11brary to see that we were
in there, see what we were worklng on. I feel that she carrleq
this out as well as any other teacher or better.

Q - Do you know anythlng about the whole class
'belng in the 11brary at one t1me9 Were you in that class?

A I don't recall the whole class as such-.
be1ng 1n the library. -

| Q | Now, do you know of your own knowledge

anythlng about students from her class being in the halls?

A Well, 1 have had friends come up to me
and say that I have skipped a class completely, didn't ever go
to the class. I know of stuéents on the way to the library
they w111 go walking off and wandering down through the halls.
0f course, they don' t have a pass. The one student has a
pass for the whole class. These'ether students would go
wandering through the halls. Most every_class-I have seen
unless the tcacher accompanies the ciasS'to the 1ibrary the
studeuts will wander, if'it'ﬁ'to go there to the locker to get
a book or something like that, but 1 never have seen a student
wandeﬁ from the group that the teachet accompanies, which is

very seldom the teacher accompanies thec group.
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Q- - -~ Do you recall seeing any of these gentlemer
who ‘have testified here today in your ciass?

A No, I don’'t. |

Q - Mow, do you know anyfhing about the giving
of zeros for talking dﬁring tests by Miss McConnell?

A - ‘Well, when I first came into Miss HcConnellPs
class I said I came in late so she sat down with me and
- explained her procedure as far as tests goes and stated there
will be no talking during the tests and no talking until every -
‘paper is turned in. If you turn your paper in and go over
talking to somebody else and other papers are still in the
room, ‘it's due cause to give you zero. I can’fecall many

times before an examination her stating the same policy.

- Q - - - Is-that fﬂe only class you ever saw this

in?
A - No, I had two other classes this.year and

both those teachers stated the same policy.

Q Do you recall what kind of tests Miss
McConnell would give? Were they hard or easy or what?

A o I think they were the average English
tests. This was a slow class. I think all hef classes - they
weren't the college preparatory class or anything like that.

I don't think we were to expcct anything in that category.
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[107]
Sometimes we had to match characters with situations, quotes

in the book, English tests. The same kind of English tests
I had been taking all the way through. I thought they evaluat-

ed students very well.

;Q' - Was it necessary to benefit your education
that Miss McConnell Beinscharggd?; _

A I don't think so. I feel i benefited ﬁ-
great deal from being in Miss McConnell's English class. As I
said before, broadened my views on a lot of different subjects

and I think she did the same for a. lot of other students.

Testimony of Mark W. Lazer

| ' Cross Examination
[107] | x % %

5 Q - Mr. Leazer, you spoke of other teachers
saying that they would give zeros. Do you have knowledge of
any other teacher giving a student a zero for falking in class®

j A I can name the tcacher.

Q You can name the teacher that said that,

but you can't name a teacher that gave you a zero for that

~same rcason?
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for me to name the teacher’

Q7 . .Name the student ‘too.
. J\

this policy while I was there.' She! has caught - I don't know

the Jtudent. e

Q ' You donft know that .she ever put ‘any such

. ] i : .
thing in effect, do you?

'?Ay B The polacy?
_.Q‘ "  e Yes...‘!_“. L
A Yes, she stated -
Q . I know she stated, but I am asking did she
do what she threatened to do? | |

A I don' ﬂ know for sure.

! l
Q. You_dom t know of an instance where any
teacher did it or actually did it?

A ’ I can't reeail‘off hand.'

Q  Mr. Leazer, I gather, am I correct in

inferring from your testlmony that‘you found a sort of frece
ﬂ,
wheeling atmosphere in theﬂclass an advantage to your

educdtional progress? = i - .

|

A' 1 wouldn t sayllt was free whee11ng.

Q - I got ﬁhe 1mpréss1on. Correct me on that
. I o
if I got the wrong 1mprcssron. ;

)

|
| |
h |
v |
I

b
I

A . . 0Ohn, I can name the teacher. Would you like

A Miss Hart is a phy51cs teacher. She stated
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A - It's not free wheeling. It's an easy
atmosphere. People were more relaxed which I think is better
for people to Be learning, more relaxed than having to sit at
your‘desk, hands folded in front of you, everyone raise your
hands. | i
Q You mean they were left more to thejr,own
devices, is that what you mean?

A | . No, I think she treated people as adults.
In our class I feei we conducted oﬁrselves as adults; that we
weren't loud, belligerent or anything like this. I don't think
we disturbed the class. Any time the class got to the point
that she thought it was disturbing other people's work, she
would say something to.the class, ask them to quiet down, give
them a written assignment ifishe wanted them to quiet down.

Q ' Am I correct, you like the idea that the
students‘not give strict attention to the teacher all during
the period? | ﬁ

A | No, I believe you should give strict
attention to the teacher, but 'she always wanted our ideas, not
just her own. | | }v |

Q Is it your testimony that she did obtain
strict attcntion to her during her class period on the part of

her pupils?
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A 1-would say on

the most part that students

~ did pay pretty strict attentlon to her.'

craft.
What was the context of yourfEnglish

course?

course
courses

"The DeV11 " supernatural

Q - - Now, you

! RN
L. T ﬂm

A k
- this is- the year before -

% oke

It's been a long timeﬁsince I
I

of horoscopes and witch-

went to high school.

that gave the name English

L1ke I sa1d when we 51gned up for the

they labeled the different

s, gave them dlfferenttnames, like this one is called

that s what we were studylng.

|

Q- 1,  . That is the content of the Engllsh class?
[ , .
A - Yes, SlrL
[111] | * % X
J
THE COURT: How|did it widen your knowledge

of witchcraft? ' /

[112]

when
hat and the broom.
my friends.
None
thing.
my knowledge there.

craf

a

scoples? T T

]
¥

I
|

i
ﬁ
!
THE WITNESS:

you hear the word w1tchcraft
1

At least tnat

of this is involved. ”It s a

We read another boTk,
Ny

more important aspect to|witches

| |
_THE COURT:

She had us read ‘the book "Dlary of the

j n'rhe
How peopleAin

t and witches and thisﬂtype of

Like I said, most people

'you think of the big black

P

s what I felt and a lot of
Witch".
completely modern time
_Supernatural " It‘widened
America felt about witch4
thlng.» I-found out it was

than the black hats.

-What did you do in the horo-




App. 66

'THE WITNBSS: We made our own horoscope.
She had all these charts. This is where I said a lot of
planning must have come inri-She had, I don't know how many
charts, different things that we have'to.go by with getting
our birth dates, roughly around the hour we had been born,
things like this, setting them up, going through-each phase
of the horoscope, finding out how our life is supposed to
run - well, not run, but forecast to be. I am at a-loss for
words here. _

THE COURT: In other words, she taught
you how to take the birth date and the timé you were born and
take other charts and make up your horoscope?

[113]

THE WITNESS: Right.

THE COURT: How far did you make your
horoscope? o

THE WITNESS: Well, we completed them.
They dealt with love, with:héte, fémiiy, different things like
that. | ' |

THE COURT: Did you complete yours?

THE WITNESS: Yes, everybody in our class
completed theirs. |

THE COURT: How far.did you go ahead?

THE WITNESS:' What do you mean by how far
did you go ahead? | |

THE COURT: ! mean‘to 1975 or -

THE WITNESS: Oh, no, this thing is not
like dates. It's more or less a large liét of yours.

THE COURT: Oh, the horoscope told what

was going to happen today?
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. THE WITNESS: Pardon?
THE COURT: Your horoscope told you what
was going to happen today? |
THE WITVESS It's a completely differcnt
aspect. I hadn t seen it 1like thls. It was more like the
love. It gave a general thlno like love in your life, not any

particular day. It was an overall thing.
[114]

THE COURT: Did you have a text book in
your English class?
| THE WITNESS: Noj, we'read.paperback‘books
and did these on the side, projects. .
| THE COURT: . Did you have different English
courses? _ i _
' THE.WITNESS: You can choose different-
;English courses at Spotsylvania High School.
THE COURT: 1Is that the English twelve?
‘You could study about Shakespéare? '
| THE WITVESS We had a choice. We could
" have taken up Shakespeare or the deV11 or love. There were
many different ch01ces. I belleve it was like twenty-sii. I
think around twenty‘some diffefent choices‘you could take 1in

high school.

THE COURT Did:you ever get a zero?

THE WITVESS' A zero, no.
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Testimony of Velda S. West

[115]
A
Spotsylvania.
Q
A

of Agriculture.

Q

o o Lo >

A
the tenth grade and

Spotsylvania County

Q
A

from Spotsy.

Q

McConnell?

her?

Direct Examination

* * *

My name is Velda S. West. 1 live in

Whaf do you do?

I am a clerk-stenographer at the Department

Where is this you work?

In Washington, D. C.

Where did you go to school?

Spotsylvania Senior High School.

When did you go there?

I first came to Spotsylvania when I started
I haven't been in any of the other

Schools. I was new in the County.

How long did you go tﬁcre?

I completed my senior year. I graduated

Are you associated with Miss Sallie

Yes, Sir.

How do you happen to be acquainted with

She was my. fourth period English teacher.

How long were you in her class?

For the first semester of my senior year.
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Q ' Wére you in her class the whole time she
was there? |

A ‘ . Yes, Sir.

Q. | When did you first learn that she was not
going to continue there?

A I really don't remcember the date, but I
remember how I found out. Scott Jones told me at the grocery
store that Miss McConnell w;;n't going to be teaching any more.

Q ‘ What was your reaction to that?

A _ '.I was shocked and confused because I really
didn't undefstand why it was so abrupt and sudden.

Q What can you tell the Court about the
organization of hervclasé?

A | I thought her class was very well organized,
We would have certain characters that we were supposed to read
each night as our homework assignment. The‘next day she Qould
have certain questions and she was alwéys available if we had

questions we wanted to ask her.

[117] .

Q _ You had assignments?

A Yes, Sir, we had one or two characters.
If we‘compléted our assignments du;ing the day, where she
would ask questions or us ask her questions. Then she would
1et*u§ do other things. vShe realized that a lot of us worked.
Like I, myself, until eleven o'clock at night, see, and she
was involved. _Soﬁe students had to catch the bus like six
o'clock or seven o'clock and had family'prdblems. She was
willing to bénd.a little and let us do our homework in her

class period.
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Q ' Just tm clear thls up, the previous

witness, Mr. Leazer, was talklng about studylng the devil.

What did you study in thatxclass7

A SR “ell f don .t know why they call it the

devil because mostly we read about witchcraft and I always

‘\

thought that witchcraft and Satan and the devil are the same

thing. They are not. They are different. Black magic 1is

part of the devil. Witchcraft is different. There are good

and |bad witches. We learn@d the different aspects of cach.

'Q . When you say learned did you learn in that
class? !

A B thlnk I 1earned

Did other students learn?
} |

[118] % [

A Yes, Sir, they seemed to be grasping what
she |was telllng us and undLrstandlng. |

discipline and'decorum in Fhat class?

Q What c%n you tell-the Court about the

1

A I, myself had a tendency to talk a lot.

I wals called down a. lot. I was told that I would get a zero.

I understood and I thoughtA you know, that 1t was very reason-

ablel. It's a form ofocheatlng. She couldn t tell 1f we were

giving answers away, if we‘were Lheatlng.

was

Q 4 | ~ Was ths done Ln other classes?

A Yes, S%r. |

Q . Do youﬂknow of .your own knowledge that it
done? - o : _ ! 'l

A : In ten%hqgrade I;know it was done. Miss

Schuler, she was my Biology teacher. She gave us zeros or she

jnst sent us out of the roJm. She |is no longer there.

i
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Q What evidence of'planning for the classes
did you see? | |

A Well, like Miss McConnell; had her question%
ready and we would raise our hands and I noticed times when
the class would get loud or especially about the parts where
it would be conversatioﬁ across the room, and I, myself, was

involved in that where we would be discussing it back and

[119]
fprth and_everybody would be. One petson‘écross the toom wéuld
diSagree.' Like I, m}self; I blurted out and I disagreed when-
 ever a-conservétion was going back aﬁd forth and then we would
each raise our hands and séy what we had'to.say. |

Q Now, did you feel ‘that it Qas neéessary
to your learning benefit that Miss McConnell bé.discharged?

- -A Sir?
| Q- Did you feel it was for your benefit that

Miss Mcponnell be discharged?

A o No.

Q . Do you know anything about students sleep;
ing in the classes? L

A | - Well, students slept in all thé classes.
That's what I»don't understaﬁd becauée in every single class
there would be one or two students sléeping.i They had to work
the night before so they would be tired most of the time. It
wouldn't be from boredom. It would be from exhaustion. One
time in particular I had a really bad headache. A lot of times
I had a book I was reading. One time in particular I had a

really bad headéche so I laid my head down on my desk.

e
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Q . Getting back to the tests, what did the
students who had finished the test do, what was their normal

procedurc? What would -happen to them?

[120]

' A } We would read our homework assignments if
we hadn't already and we would read further on. Miss McConnell
told us there were maéézines available, other'literatﬁre that

we'could read.

Q  This was for those that had finished the
test? “r"L.::’I o o
A Those that finished the test.
Q - What was the reaction of the students in

the class when they found out MlSS McConnell was being dis-
charged? ' | | 

A - A; first we thought it wasquSt a rumor in
the air. We didn't want'tolaécept it. We were all learning
ia lot from her and We-really_lide her because we could talk
!to her and.she could talk f;TUS. oo

Q B 'Dé'you_khow'anything about students being
in the halls, ruhning afound'in thé_halls; coming out of her
room? ‘

A | Well, they'wouldﬁ’t“go out the room. They
were given a passlto go to the library, to their locker to get
paper or pencils} I believe the majority of the students that
were out nevervcame to class., If you are out, you are not
going to tell them you are skippihg clgss.“.You'are going to
say something like the teacher said I Eould go out. It's only

natural.
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Testimony of Scott Jones ' |

Direct Examination
* * *

Scoit Jones, SpoESylvania County.

What is your occ?pation?

I work at the fr;nt end place.

‘Froht eqd,plaée?; '
(witnesstnodding‘head)

How long have yoﬁ been working thefe?-
About four month#, |

Where did you work before that?

I worked at Triangle Construction Cdmpany.
Are you écquainted with Sallie McConnell?-
Yes,lSir.

How are you acquainted with her?

I had fourth pgribd English class.

And this was at Spotsylvania ligh School?

Yes, Sir.

- How did you get along in that class?

1.did all right I reckon. 1 got in right

much tr?uble. I got called down a lot of times because I

talked %ight much iﬁ'élass, but I got.éloﬁg fine.

\
\ |
|

Q.

A
Q
A

'--Did you learn anything in that class?,

Yes, I guess I did. .

Did you pass that class?

Yes, Sir.
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Q What grades did you get?
A " C's and D's. |
Q Weil, now, going back there to the class

itself, what kind of discipline did you see in the class as
far as the students afa:concerned?
| A | Well, I don't know about everybody else.
Me, I talked a lot in class. ’When'I was out of line she would
tell me that, you know, I would4have.to.quiet down or else so,
you know, I shut ﬁp.' She kept the class in as much order as
anybody else did. | |
| -Q What difference did youvsee between the
teéching of her class fhan that of other classes?
A - It wasn't any worse than any others. ‘In
facf, it was better than some I have Been in.
[124]
N Q , '.po you know anything about this giving of
zeros on tests when the students Qere talking?: S | . |
A Yes; Sir, shé told ‘us before a'test that
if wé were caught talking'béfore Qe turhéd the papers'in we

would get a zero. '
Q o _.iS'that the ohly class that you know of
this being déne in? “ ) | 'A
A _- f - No, alldt of teachers teii you that before
?,testi S o L . .
Q - | Have aﬁy,othef'teachers given zeros?
.I know of them; but I can't'say-whO»or



|
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But you have heard about it though?

Oh, yes. .
‘ How did thg students get along in the
class that you were in?

: A - Qur p;rticular group got along pretty
good. We had some pretty good discussion in there aﬁout some
of the things we were reading.

| Q Did you gét assignments_each day for the
next day? | |
A Um, hum. We had assiénments to do at home
or she would'give us sone timc 1in class to read, say two orT
[125]
thrée chapters, and we read'them and the next day discussed
;heﬁ in ciass; Then we got a test on them.

; Q Do you know anything about students roaming
aroupd in the halls'from Miss McConnell's class?

f A A lot of the times Miss McConnell would
givefus passes to go to the library and we would go and read
and study. I mean you get.a péss-You don't have to go down
there. You go gef lupch; _Ybu can go anywhe?e ydu want to go.
vYou don't have to go becau$e ybu‘have a pass.

Q ‘.DQ you know‘whether anybody did that?

A Xes, I've done it a couple of times myself.

Q : How would you compare Miss McConnell's
teaching with other teachers that you had? prrwould you
compare the difference, iffahy? |

A I don't see it was that much difference.
It was all the same. You read what you wére assigned to read

and you go over it, discuss. it, and then you are quizzed on it

and that's just what we did.
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Testimony of Sallie N. McConnell
" Direct Examination
[128] * * *
Q Speak up so the Judge can hear you. You

are the same Sallie McConnell who was a teacher at Spotsylvania

High School in the year '72 and '732

A - Yes, 'Sir.
Q You wére teaching what subject?
A The course I was given was a thematic

course on the devil.
| Q Whatfwas the name? What was the subject
you were teaching?. | |
A ‘The subject was English.
Q All r}ght; noﬁ, I want to show you these
two papers and ask you to tell-ﬁe what they are.
A This first sheet is the only thing I was
given as a basis for my course. It was made scferal'years
ago when the thematic English system was uséd in Spotsylvania.
There are many instructions on there that are no longer used

énd we have added different books to them.

[129] _
,d.;j ‘ A;‘ﬁﬁat'iéfthe_second?
| A‘ : .JI'It's differené:books that are used in the
English courses. Usually abqut‘fiVe or six books that are
‘ given to be read over‘the semester. They generally have a
1 common ' theme. H
Q Who picked the subject that you are going
to teach? . L .1 S : -

A As 1 understand, Mr. Woods.

i
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Q Did you pick it?

I was assigned the course.

MR. RAWLINGS: I would like to file these

as C and D. _ ‘ o .
THE COURT: All right.

NOTE: The above referred to Exhibits

are now marked and filed by the Court as Exhibits C and D for

the Plaintiff.

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

Q So the'éubject of the devil was given'y°u

1

as the subject you were going to teach?

A That's right. It was not my choice, but I

was not given a choice.

[130)

Q - I got a little ahead of myself. I would

like to say this: where were you educated, Miss McConnell?

Where did you go to college?

: A II graduated from Mississippi State College
for Women, Colﬁmbus, Mississippi. - I have a B. A. degree and
M. A. degree from there.‘ I have course credits from the State
of Mississippi and Lexington University.
' | Q o Ydur student teaching?

A . T did my student teaching in Columbus,

Mississippi, for one semester and then I had a semester and one

month's teaching experience in Dinwiddie, Virginia.
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{130] * * *

Q _ Now, I want to show you these papers and
ask you what they are? |

A | This is a copy of my grade sheets for thc
semester. They are arranged in the order of senior students,

junior students, and sophomore students. The first letter grade

[131]
is the first six weeks. The second is the second and the third
block is to.the third six weeks. The examination and the.final
semester grade; (indicating)- | _ |

| | MR. RAWLINGS& I would 1like to'submit.these
as one Exhibit. There are several sheets, -

THE COURT: All right, mark them E.

NOTE: At this point the above referfeh

to Exhibit is now being marked and filed by'fhe Court as

Plaintiff's Exhibit E.
BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

Q " Now, I show you this document and ask you

what this is? e '
A ) This'is the copy of the objective part'of
my semester ¢Xaminétion; It covers all of the-bookslread
during the semester.‘ I also géﬁe'a'test thaf was part objective
and part discussion, Some-students,‘while that may know the
material, are not able to expfess themsel?e;. That is the
reason for having the objective'parf.l bthef 5tudents may not
remember -details, but are very good at grasping the discussion
and that's the reason for the otﬁer part.

Q I show you this and ask -

|

”4—4-
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| .-A - - These are the discussions to be used with
the semester examination. I gave different questions to each

class on the test and for that reason I would write them upon
the board and erase them‘when the next class came'in. They

woulq have different questions.

1

| | MR. RAWLINGS ~Well, I would iike to show

'these to Mr. Garnett

; 'NOTE: At this point Counsel for the
P1a1nt1ff 1s now handlng paper wr1t1ng to Counsel for the

Defendant.'

MR. RAWLINGS: Introduce these as Exhibit
‘whatever it is., -

THE coukf: F.

NOTE ‘ At thlS point the above referreb

to Exhibit is now be1ng marked and filed as Plalntlff's Exhibit

F.

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing). -

{ _ : :
{ : : - - - - -

| Q Now, the discussion questions were written
l

on-the. blackboard?-:- - Z-s ;--i- - ..

A Yes, written on the blackboard and the




|

[133H,

! P

studepts wrote their answers on the back of the mimeolcopicd
test papers. This way they had to think for themselves while
they yere in class. They h;d to show their knowledge. It was
somet%ing that they'had comé up against at that time and it
made it a litfle hardér to cheat than writing them out before
hand.a

| Q - Now, I show you this and ask you what this
? A | Yes, this was a wrifing exercise which was
given;dut in January. It wés intended to show the student's
imagiﬁatioh and his tendency and grammatiéal competency. The
reasoﬁ this was given we were out three or four days during

the s?ow and I did not havé time to complete my previous plans
so I ﬁad about three days bg%ore the end of the semester when
we woéld begin.our writing review so I gave them writing
exercisés for those three days.

! MR. RAWQINGS: I want to introduce this.

| ~ THE COURT: This will be G.

NOTE:‘ At this point the above refefred
to Exﬁibit is now being marked and filed by the Court as

Plaintiff's Exhibit G.
;

i

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)
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Q . I show you this group of papers aad ask you
what these are?

A - These are copies of my tests'whi¢h were
giveﬁ. I do not have all the discussioﬁ'Questidns that went
with them.. The top page is the make up test which was strictly
discussion, twenty points for each question, ahd.the‘students
did not like to do these type of teéts so I had not too many

make ups.

MR. RAWLINGS: I would like to submit

these-in the group, Mr. Garnett. .

| THE COURT: Is _i:his-one Exhibit so I will
underétand, the whole thing? '\

| THE WIT&ESS; Yes, Sir. I gave them an

~answér.sheét for their»seméster'examination. Sée, the
different classés had read different books. Not all of
them had read the same books. Each class had read different
books and I make it out in fwenty-fivc questions each for
the answer sheet.
% MR. RAWLINGS: These are tests that were
given during the year. | '

THE COURT: Exhibit H.

NOTE: The above referred to Exhibit
is now being marked and filed by the Court as Plaintiff's

Exhibit I,
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BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

.Q : " ‘,1 show you this and‘ésk you what this is?

A This is\a_listrof the gods and goadesses
that ?re usually associated with witchcraft. I believe it was
given out as a reference sheet when‘we weré studying the

"Diary of the Witch'" and the idea being that the witchcraft

as we know it now was descended from the ancient pageant

religion and this is the gods and goddesses associated with it.

This theory is the one given by Margaret Murray and is

generally accepted. - Lo

Q. : Was each student given one of fhgse?

A - Each student was given one.

Q ~“._I show you this and ask what the& are?

A This is the horoscope exercise that Mark

‘'was talking about. I have on the front a horoscope ‘chart

whic¢h each student filledlout for himself. Let:s sée. There

‘is é list of the astrological signs and symbols of the zodiac

and the charts of the planets' positions and ﬁhe thicker part
was{a reproduction of a hdroscope.book of mine which I tore

up and made these bookleté from. The one showiﬁg the horoscope
the students could go through tﬁe book part and fiﬁd out what

ecach position was supposed to mean.




Did you give each one of them one of

Yes, Sir.
Was that in connection wifh any of the
books? |
A - .-Yes, Sir, the "Diary of the Witch," Sybil,
- the Bést known witch in the world, and had quite a few chapters
on horoscopes. Many of the students were ﬁot familiar. 1
thought it would be interesting and sométhing that would help
them to learn at the same time.
|  THE COURT: Excuse me. Did you learn this
in college? ‘
THE WITNESS:‘ No, Sir, I learned it on my
own;ﬁnd some research. o
THE COURT: This is twenfth grade English?

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: Let's take a recess.

" NOTE: At 3:11 p.m. Court is in recess

until 3:15 p.m., after which the matter continues as follows:

BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

Q Another question I want to ask you, the
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Judge excuséd you, about the.exéminations!-the differént
classes getting.différent books,; What was the reésdn fqr
getting different books? L
| | A Becéuse‘therc.weré'notlenough books to
spréad out. -‘At the end of‘the'Year*I{woundlup'with five
different books which meant different preparations.

Q. .- What are these? L

A These are the notes I used in class. Some
of them are pop .tests, some are outliﬁes_ahd things that I
gave them. I wrote my notes on whatéier waé handy at the time
I was making out my lessdn plansland most of the things were
marked from the book what I cdﬁéidere&.important.. Quité often
students would ndﬁ be fami1iar wiph some of the'words I used‘
in the books so}I would makguallisf and ﬁake.assignmenfslfor‘
them to loqk up thoSevwords. |

Q 1 ask you what this is?

A . This is-a qoby of an article in the Time
Magazine on thevoccﬁlt. It's called "The Subéfitute Faith." I
believe it was in June of '72 when this article came out and
I used it at the beginning of the semestér'as'an introduction

to the subject of the devil, and I believe it's a Ldok Magazine,

which are current topics covering the*devil:and the occult. We

also used the Bible and looked up listings for the devil in

the Bible.




Q Did you give each student one?

Yes, Sir, each student was given a copy
of that. |
| Q And, of\Course,‘you-aidn't have a copy of
each!one of these for the students? | |
A ' ﬁo, Sir, it was in the room and they were
allq#ed to read it. It‘was sort of an outside thing.
l ; Q i  And I show you this book and ask you what
lthisjis? | | -
| A , ThlS book is one on magic and ceremonies,
but the main thing I used it for was to show the students the
 witches' alphabet. This was discussed in the "Diary of the
Witch" and for some students this was the first time they had
ever ‘heard of an alphabet and nothing in the Engllsh alphabet

~and certalnly not in the renowned alphabet. They had a lot of

fun writing words and making up sentences and things with that.

Q ~ And I ask you what this package here is?
A Those are some fortune telling cards that

were also mentioned in the "Digry of the Witch." I brought
them to show the students what thef were and we spent one
day hav1ng fun with them and telling fortunes and explalnlng
what' the different meanings ‘of the cards were.
Q ‘ Finally I think we have about covered the

Exhibits. I ask you what this is?
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A Those are posters and magazine articles

that I had on my bulletin board in the room.

Q Were they all on that at the same time or

various times?

A . At various times. Often I would assign

students bulletin boards and some would ask to do it for extra

credit. I had one board on Halloween for extra credit.

Q You have taken a course in this witchcraft

or devil yourself?

A No, Sir, not at all. I knew very little

about it until I was assigned to teach the course and I have

quite a library on the occult science.

Q _ . Now, Miss McCoﬁnell, when you came to

Spotsylvania County what instructions did you receive with

respect to things you were to teach, the manner in which to
teach, and tﬁe procedures? Were ydu given any oral or written
instructions as to what you were té teach or whatnot.

A No, Sir, we were not. We were told gener-
ally that we were expected to have good classes and be good
teachers. Nothing specifi¢. You have to come in the room and
you have to do this and you have to follow it by doing this.

Q Now, the manual that has been referred to,

you have a copy of this manual?
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| A Yes, Sir, I did. It was a very large ring
backed manual approximately about three inches thick filled
with instructions pertaining to everything that has to do with

the Spotsylvania School System.

Q Do you'have that_with you?
A° . No, Sir, it was taken away from me when I
left. | |
Q Now, I am going to go over with you some

of fhe thingé that have been raised. First, let me say when
was it that you first learned that you were being discharged?
A - On January the 8th, 1973.
THE COURT: That's in stipulation.
MR. RAWLINGS:  Yes, right.
Q .. . . Had you had any inference about it before
thdat time?
A - No, Sir. Several of my students, shall
”wé‘say, threatenéd. They said they had the feacher that they
:had last year fired and they would see that I was fired also.
Q Tell me how you would get along with your
classes and tell me about how you go about teaching a class.
} A Well, I prefér.to have more or 1less

discussing in class. I like to have a relaxed feeling. I

don't believe students can learn by sitting with their hands .

!
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folded' and feet close together on the floor. I prefef to get
' | |
because the students would think of things that I had not

their ideas and gather what is being discussed and perhaps
realized from my own reading. In several classes my students

: ' | ,
were quite good at this. If one of them didn't understand
somethﬁng the student right ﬁehind him would say, wait a minute*
this is the way it is supposed to be), and all of this would

contribute to the understanding of a}l the students.

Q You had ? numberiof periods during the day.
A Yes, Sir. |
! Q In the first period, what was that?
| A The firsf periodqwas my planning peribd.
% Q What waslthat for? R
A That was for planning my 1essons,:grading

papers, getting things set up for the day, and quite often I

was called upon to take over other peoples' classes or run

errands during that period.’
|

Q . How oftén would 'this take place?

; - |
A Oh, at least onc¢e or twice a week. I made

ithe mistake of sitting in the teachers' lounge. I was supposed

i .

'to be: in the teachers' room, but that door was locked most of
’ Llle

the time. : !

Q- . Give an'examp1e|oflthings'you had to do

when you take over for another teacher.
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A

¥

""There was an instance that the Government

teacher was having a great deal of trouble with her Volkswagen.

e

I was called down to teach Government the flTSt period while

she was gettlng her Volkswagen fixed to come to school.

Q
A
- Q
A

D1d that happen more than once?
More than once. Quite frequently.
"Who requested you to go to the classes?

Most of the times Mr. Woods or sometimes

the secretary would come and say, you take so and so's class.

students?

A

How many English.classes?
Five. |
Were'they all pretty much.the same type of

-

No, Sir, the first class of my day was the

second period class and in there I had about thirty-two or

+hirty-three students and fhey kept sending more in all year

long. They could‘not'get along with each other. 1 asked to

have these little greups broken up. I said I would take the

students if they would put them in different classes to

separate them.

Q
A

That was refused.
" How about the thlrd pcrlod class?

That was a very good class.

How many students?
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A Théy were well behaved. They weré;
inteiligent. They were concérned about what they were doing.
They were interested in mostfof the things we did. They were
usually more enthusiastic thén most of my classes and I
thoroughly enjoyed'that class. |

Q What about-the fourth period clpsg?

A That co;sisted mostly of‘vocationél students$
and they were not interested in anything but getting 6ut, But
there were a few students iﬁ there that were very'interested'in
what was going on and we haé some good classes'and I ﬁust add
that the vocational studenté added a different.aspectjto-the
class and often made contributions that the rest of us didn't
know about. ﬁ |

Q What about the fifth period class?

A _ That wés a reasonably good class, but they
iwere coming in after lunchiand usually sleepy after lunch.

! Q. What about the sixth period class?

A , The sikth period that was again a little
trouble. Most were sophomgres and juniors and it was, of
course, the end of the day(and the last pcriod and ? don't Know
of anybody that doesn't h%ve trouble with the last pcriod class,

Q ' Going .back to Mr. Woods, Mr. Baker, Mr.

Martin, and Mr. Tatum, what classes did they observe in mostly?

4
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A The majority of the observations‘ﬁere done
in the second period class., There were, I believe, two in
the sixth period class. I think one in the fifth period.
Maybe one in the third. |

Q Did each of these gentlemén observe in all

of the classes that you had?

A -No, Sir.

Q But the bulk of it was done in the second
period? |

A Yes, Sir. ‘

Q S Why was this such a difficult class?

A The grouping of the students together.

Sometimes you have a chemistry between people. They will be
very well separately, but yod-group them all together and you
have nothing but one big mess of trouble. If you can separate
two or three of them, everything will be fine. Thaﬁ was the
trouble with my sixth period class. One boy was frequently
absent and was in thelhospital for six weeks.-'Durihg the time
he was gone thé class was very good, but you put him in there
and everything was disturbed.

Q , Now, Miss MéConnell, there was considerable
discussion by the School Board witnesses as to the?lack of
orgénization among the'étudenté so far.as decorun being quiect

and sitting down and talking to each other.
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A Well, usually since I was changiné from one
book. to the next frOm one class to the next I needed a few
minutes to gather up new materials and be ready for ‘the next
class. We only had three minutes between classes, which is
not enough time to do this, particularly if a student comes
up ahd asks you a questien and you are very concerned With
fhat question aﬁd you don't realize the time is passing and
you don't have the t1me to get your materlals started. 1
probably was three or four minutes late getting my materlals
ready for the classes coming in. I didn't allow my students to
settle down and get ready during that period, but once 1 began

the lesson I preferred-fhey be quiet when we started our

discussion.
Q Did yougive assignments for the next day?
A " Yes, sir, I did. |

Q s Did you have those assignments prepared

for the next day?

A Yes, Sir.
Q What kind of assignments did you. give?
A Usually reading dlscu551ons We‘would

discuss them. I would bring out the things to be looked. for.
1f there were words to be looked for, I would give those out

and sometimes I would assign questions to answer for their home-

work and be ready to discuss the next day.
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Q There was some discussion about the interesF
of theystudehts in the classés. |
A 1 felt that the majority of students were
interdsted most of the time. Nobédy caﬁ hold attention all
. day efery day. I have never seen that done, I always felt
that my students were adults and I was giving them the
information. It was thei:-duty to learn it. If they did not
want to learn it, then they would fail it. I could not stand
there and open up their little heads and pour it in. I can't
do that and I don't think it*s right if I could.
| Q - ~ Did you get response from your students?
A The majority of my students I felt were
very %esponsive.

L Q Each of~the gentlemen that testified, not
all of them, but particularly Mr. Woods and I believe Mr.
Bakef and Mr. Tatum, testified that they discussed - they
observed your class and they'discu§sed Qith you what was wrong
and that you didn't pay any attention or you didn't do what
they:said. What about that? -

J A _Generally they would say'you'seem to hévc
a problem, Miss McConnell.}-Why don't you do something about
it, I said what is my problem; Well, you ‘have a problcm.

You bettcr do something about it. Never any details or any-
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thing. Quite‘dften 1 sent students to the office for disciplin?
and got no results.
| Q : Mr. Baker, I belie?e, testified that only

one time you sent a student to the office.

A " The students were sent more than one time.
QT o Was anything done about it?
A ‘No. |
Q .. pid you have conferences with Mr. Woods?
. -A .1 was called iﬁto his office on several
occas;ons.
' Q - What happened when you were called into his
office? |
:A : - Usually he would just yell at me.
Q ' When yodﬁsay yell at you, how do you mean

yell at you?

A - In a very loud tone of voice, argumentativer
Q . What did he say?
A Most of the timé he was so incoherent I

didn't understand what he was trying to put across.

Q | Was he eﬁcited?

A Yes, and angry. I never did find out what
he was angry about or I could have done soﬁething about it.

Q: ' Were you standing or sitting down?
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A Most of the time - I believe once or twice
we sat down. He proceeded to berate me and I sat fhere and
attempted to defend myself and he just repeated what he had
said before. '

Q Was there any cbmmunicatibn between the
two of you?

t

A I am afraid there was very little,

Q Did you see him in the halls?
A " Often I would speak and say good morning.

He would just look at me and then walk on by.

Q © Did he or Mr. Baker or Mr. Tatum ever make
any real effort to assist you'in working out the problems_thaf
they said you had? _ A; | |

A No, Sir,inot that I could tell.

Q _ Now, there was a good deal df testimony,
particularly by Mr. Baker and by Mr. Woods, about your
students being in the halls and you had sént them in the halls.

A On éne occasion at the beginning of the
yedr I did this for a sfudent Who was unusually talkative,
very immature, and unable to control herself. I asked another
teacher what I should do about tﬁe situation. The teacher

said if the student were in my class, I would not let her back

in, That's what I did., Mr. Woods informed me I could not do
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that so I no longer did that. I did have a lot of trogble witl
my students for tardy slips. I sent them to the offige, and
they said it's not necessary. I said how are YOu'suppoéed to
get them to class. They said that's your responsibility. I
said how. Most places.they are allowed som¢ tardinéss, then
they are kept affer class or their grades are lowered, but that
is not the cése in Spotsylvania. |

Q There was mention made about a detention
hall,‘pﬁtting students in detention hall.

A 1 was not ever informed thét they had a
detention hall for that purpose until November. Mr. Baker
asked me why I did not give'm} make up tests after: school and
I said because they wouldn't have a way home. Ile said they
could ride the activity bus. I didn't kndw_it was a detention
hall that the kids stayed in and were taken home by the
activity bus. - At my former school we were not allowed to keep
the students after schbol for any reasonﬂ'_They'all had to

ride the bus and all had to go home the same time.

Q You didn't find out about that until after
November? '

A No, Sir, I did not. |

Q - Is therc some Kkind of'; is thcre én English

Department and a Ilistory Department?
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A ." Well, we ére sort of divided up into groups
ding to our subject matter. 4 ' o %

Q Do you have a Depéftmenf Head of;Englisﬁ
e'high school? | |

A - Yeé, we do.

qQ - Did the Department Head discuss with you

roblems you were having?

A . No, Sir. The Department Head Wa§ quite'
ed when I told her I was being fired. She told be she
ot heard of such a thing, héd heard nothing about my
ing and nothing to the detriment of it. ;

Q - Now, getting to this question of the tests

1

and examinations. What was your procedure with respect to

students taking a test when fhey finished the test? What did

they have to do -or what did yoﬁ give them to do or did you give

them anything to do?

|
|

% A Well, you mean - do you want me to describe

the wﬂole test procedure?

Q _ Just the question., Was there anyfhing‘

outlinied for the students? I believe onc of thc witnesses

testifiied that when a student was taking a test and hc¢ finished

he should have something else to do. Was it something clsc

for thee student to do?

i

i
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A o Yes,busually I would give the students the
nlght off after a test. I flguled they sat up all night
studying for a test. ‘When - they finished the test; they were
'allowed to work on other hemewofk ervIlhad many books and
magazines in the room_fof them to read: . |
| Q - Did! 'you tell them th159

A : Yes, they were always told at the beglnnlng
of the test until everyone had flnlshed and all the test papers
were turned in.

| Q. . Let's talkvabOUt'the zeros for a few
mintues now. - Exactly what d1d you do and -tell me w1th respect
to the zeros on the test.. .

Ao Every time I gave a test I told thenm that
anybody talking during. the. test would be considered cheating,
and any form of cheating would be a zero on the test. Thls has
been standard procedure of every place I was 1n school and I
was given no reason to understand that it ‘was. any dlfferent up
here. )

'Q . "The witnesSes‘testified ﬁheﬁvtheyﬁfound'oet,
Mr. Woods said, he told you not to do this. h -

A - I was never told not tb;do_this,; He .said
he felt it was better methods of discipline than this.h I

happen to disagree on that particular point.




Q _ 'Do'you know of other teachers that do this?

A : 1 have heard of many more, but I know of

one in particular. .

Q - This is in Spotsylvania?
A ...Yes, in Spotsylvania..
Q Let's examine how you actually did this.

I believe it was Mr. Baker that testified that you not only
gaVe a zero bﬁt you graded the paper. How did you go about
_this and when did yoh tell ehe sfhaents that they were talking?
| A - The students knew if they were talking
during the test they were;éoing-to get a zero. I believe on
the occasion‘of which he was speaking Qe were getting very
close to the exam t1me. I graded the students' papers SO they
would know- what they made mlstaPes on so we could go over them
in class. They would have them for the semester -exam. Then I
gave them the zero for talklng.

Q Did they know at the time of the test that
they were going to get a zero?

A Yes, Sir, I told them.

Q | So they.knew before you put the zero on
the paper that they were going to get a zero?

A ‘Yes. | |

Q Did these students that got the zeros on

the test papers pass or fail the course?
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A o I be11eve a11 of them passed the course,

most of them w1th B's or C's anyway.

Q- 1 believe we turned the grades 1n.':
A . Um, hum. |
Q - Now, during the time that you weredtheir"

complaln about the students’ ,
A1 "spoke to one parent at the beglnnlno of

the year and her child had very def1n1te1y been cheatlng on

the tests and she did not understand this, Her ch11d - I might

add that I am not the only teacher who has had problems w1th

this student. 4

Q --So dur1ng the rest of the year did y0u have
any complaints from your parents9 |

A I never_knewvof any, I never received any
complaints from parents.i I'never-received'any reqnests for
consultations with parents, nothlng o ’

Q " Did you receive any notice from the offlce
or the Principal about any parents comp1a1n1ng9

A p - No, Sir. _

Q ‘At any time that Mr. Baker or Mr. Woods
found students in the hallsfdid they ever'bring them to you

and discuss with you why they were ‘in the halls in,the<presencc

|
|
teacher did the parents of any of'yourpstudentS‘come to‘You to.

of the students?




one time you let fhé>wh01é'c1555~go to the library.

‘'work in there. I beliéve it was one day before Thanksgiving
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A ' On only one occasion that'I‘can'think of.
I'Qas following a class into the library and I beiiéve'Mr. |
Woods had caught one studcnt.goiné:doﬁn'somewhefe ei$e and said
is he supposed to be with your gréup'and'I'said yeé, Sir, we

are going into the library;'

Q " Now, I believe therelwas testimony about.
A I did on several occasions. We did research

where one clasé.was ahead of everybody else and had completed
ever&thing and i.tobk them in there and gave them a reading
period. |

Q Now, I Bglieve there 1is considerable
complaiﬁt madelby the witnessés for the_School.Board about
students sleeping in your class. Wa$ that true? Did they
sleep? o | ' - N

A o I can think of.dnly about three students

who conéistcntiy slépt in the class.

Q -~ Why did they do that?

A Well, in one case I think the student was

a B+ student. He was on.the football team. He worked from
five to seven in the morning then he came to school and he

went home and worked from about eight to midnight.




Q - . And you are saying that you went along?

A ‘ 1 felt that he needed his sieep. I cer-
tainly would with that sdft df schedule. -I couldn't stand it
and as 1oﬁg as he was doing_as-well as he was - hé always
handed in his dssignﬁédts'add.he‘élways did”verylﬁeil on his
tests. | |

THE COURT: What period was he in?
" THE WITNESS: Fifth. I had one boy in
the second period whd,'to my kndwledge, never did aﬁything. I
tried my best to hélp him. I'believe he was - well, I don't
know, but I understand fhat he slept in everybody else's class

too.
BY MR. RAWLINGS: (continuing)

'Q | 'Weli; you don;t'know anything about sleep-
ing in other classes because you were not in other classes.

A No. | o

Q , Did you discuss this problem with other
teachers about tﬁe sleeping in-claés?

A No, Sir, but when I would go down the hall
I would see in the other classes. |

Q See the students sleeping?

A Yes.
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Q' | - Now, what‘ahout_the students talking across
oom to each other and generally talklng at random’

A 'l'-l- Well, when you have d1scuss1ons you-are
to have that, but I felt that in most cases the1rv
ions and comments were pertinent to the mater1a1 we were
551ng. As I said before, one student will br1ng out
hing that the rest of us hadn't thought of and we'11 go

there and it's quite ‘wonderful to see a student so excited

about someth1ng that he Just can 't hold 1t in and has to - talk

about it.

-Q f A Did you welcome suggestions for improyement%?

-Did you resent ‘them. or how d1d you act?

A I would have been de11ghted for any.
;constructiye suggestlons that I could have gotten. All I ever
got Were generalities and nothlng spec1f1c.4

Q .- . D1d anybody ever sit down with you and -say,
look} we have to make a big improvement or you are_g01ng,to
get fired? | - |

A ‘ m,No; Sim;'

Q  Dbid you'let'students'out of your ciass
one minute early or three minutes early or five minuteS'early?

A | , 1 attempted to let my seniors out a minute

early to go toklunch, but it was no clocL in the room- and the
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bells were frequently out and I am sure my watch was off

Furthermore, the bell schedulé that I had was the one for the
previous year and furthermore it was a little different, three
or fout'minutes'before that. - | | |
Q ." " Did the students walk in and out of yout
room genefally? ‘ | | | |
A ';Rarely my students were up. ‘It'was‘often
" students brlnglng notes from the off1ce, Johnny s mother has

come for him. He has to go to the dentlst and thlS sort of

thing.
[157] | * * *

Q Now, we have introﬂuced a number of Exhibit1
[158]

and there_wes‘epnsiderable compiaint'about the igqﬁ'qf planning
and Qrganization. D1d you plan your classes’ o

A o ers, Sir, I d1d I ~usually planned them
as units around the partlcular book that we studled Now, this
is different. from say a science class where you plan an
experiment end you do»1t this day and you give them sheets to
hand in at tne end of the day and the whole sheet is turned in
at one time. We do different things._ Semetimes the students
would catch.on and sometimes they wouldn't and in that case
you have to stretch tnings ont and eech thing was planned
with a unit with the'boek and.suchf I knew'what-I was geing‘to
do every day-wnen I went in there and, in fact, usually had
some sort of notes with me, but by the fifth time you have .gone

through the book you can usaglly do it in your sleep.
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Q Why did you call the roll from your book?
A That's been the general protedure every
where I have been. 1In fact, I had one teacher not only call
the roll, but he required each student to sign the roll in casc
there was any discrepancies or.ahything.

Q When you were a student teacher, is that
what you are talking about? |
A No, Sir; when I was a student.

Q Speaking of students, do you recall the

studcent teacher who was there?

[159]

A Yes, I do. |

o - How did she get alohg and how did you get
along with her? | '

,A S | thought we got along very well consider-
ing the fact that I was almost as 1nexper1enced as she was., I
really had nothlng -1 d1dn "t know what to do with a student
teacher, but I was 3551gned one. | 1

' Q . What happened that she left’

A o hat s what I am wonderlng to thlS day
because usually a new teacher is not given a student teacher,
partlcularly a new teacher in a new school | |

Q ' How d1d you happen to get one?

A o Mr. Woods called us to a meetlng of the
faCulty and we found we would: be given a student teacher.

Q " Were you given a choice?

A I *as'told that we could refuse, but his
tone of voice indicated'that we should not refuse. This was

about the second week of school and I wanted to cooperate.
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Q . Was it an added burden? Did it create

~more work for you?

Did yo

[160]

A - I believe it did.
Q ~ Did you leave her in the room to teach?'

Iu,su_pe‘rvise or what?

A :{ - Well, she began for several weeks to beg1n

with and then when she f1rst started I asked her whether she

@wanted me to be in the Toom. or whether she would be more

comfortable if 1 left. 1 wanted to make th1ngs as comfortable,

particularly the" f1rst couple of days, and she sa1d that she

preferred that I ‘not be there so I 1eft her alone and I would

come b

period
leave
was 1in
was pr
with b

known
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that?

graph

ack and look 1n and see how th1ngs were do1ng dur1ng the
and she seemed to be d01ng fa1rly well. b

Q '~' D1d she 1nd1cate to you that she wanted to
or - : : : :

A - No, S1r, she was. qu1te upset the day she
formed she was being transferred 3 She called me up and
actlcally cr}ing. She.had been transferred and I spoke
ir. Woods that afternoon and he 1nformed that he had not
that she was going to be transferred
| Q ' Where dld“the mlmeographed‘material that
1ssed out come from?v:In:thefofficeor where did you get

A . The paper?

Q o What you made"up_forjthe students.

A In the teachers'?lounge.they have a mimeo-
maehine. | | |

Q ’ Now, there has becn eonsiderable complaint




-

"l
.

App. 107
[161]

about the'disciplgné iﬁf&oﬁf‘élass. Did the students generally
mind you or what? ‘ | | .

M A ; With-tﬁe éxcéption~bf the second period
class, yes. o
| Q; .»““ Tha£ was the one that you had the most
trouble Qith? B | o )

A Yes, sir.

Testimony of Sallie N. McConnell

Crass Examination

[169] * * *

THE COURT: And you say you didn't under-
stand the zeroigrading system, the way that you werd not
supposed - it'ﬁas noflreally é good systém butlyou were not
told absolutely not to use‘this?

 _THE WITNESS: No, Sir.

THE COURT: You also told the students
that were talking they would get zecros? |
THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir, at the beginning

of the test.
[170]

THE. COURT: How many tests did you give
during a semester, because if YOu only gave fouf tests and
_you got a zero, that means you would have to make a hundred

on the other three, if my mathematics are correct.




THE WITNESS: I counted other things.

Those would bé class participation, the homework, and written
assignments were also included, but this test counted a pretty
good deal, | . '

THE COURT: In the grading?

THE WITNESS: Not the semester grade.
They were quite possibly loweréd, possibly the six weeks grade
but only on varibus occasions.

| THE COURT: You mean from an A to a D?

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: How about failing?

THE WITNESS: No, Sir, I-don't think I had 4
student fail fdr that reason.

THE COURT: You used this as a disciplinary
. purpose and you were told it was not a good systcm?b |

'THE.WITNESS: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: And you deny that you were not
ever told positivély. |

THE WITNESS: No, Sir.

THE COURT: Did you have any discussion

with the student teacher what this zero method was?

THE WITNESS: 1 explained.what it was and

that that was the policy in my class.

" . THE COURT: She apparentiy didn't agree

with the policy. v |
THE WITNESS: She did not say so in so

many words to me.




* There is no evidence she wes inefficient or othecrwise un-
worthy.
[175] | & x %
So then we come over to 22-217.5,
Dismiseal of teacher or plécing on probation: "Teachers may
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TIHHE COURT: liow about your grades? Were

they always filed on time? -

THE WITNESS: Yes, Sir.
[174] . % x

THE COURT: Gentlemen, it's one fact that
bothers me in the case and which I just read a case the other
day.‘ The Judicial branch of the Government shall give great
weizht to public officials. Now, the Supreme Court has cited
that side of law many times." I can't close my eyes to the
fact that this young lady has had a hearing by the School
Board and the School Board has felt in justifying termination

of her employment by the, I guess, 22-203: '"The School Board

on recommendation of the Division Superintendent shall employ
teachers and place them in appropriate schools and shall dismist
teachers when delinquent, iﬁcfficicnt, or otherwise unworthy."

The Court's opinion there is no ecvidence she was delinquent.

be dismissed or placed on probation for the following reasons:
Incompetency, immoralify, noncompliance with school laws and
regulations, disability as shown by competent medical evidence,
or for other good and just cause." Quite frankly; gentlemen,
the Court is of the opinion that this course she was teaching,

English, the Devil, I believe the name of it was, 1is certainly
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or I would call it not an exact situation. It's not like

arithmetic, mathematics, physics, chemistry where you have a
text book where you see the levels you are going on, how far
the students are doing in it, énd quite frankly the Court is

of the opinion that the'naturg of the course, The Devil, and I
think psychologically this brings peoﬁle_intq a different
atmo&pheré when you just talk about it. It's nof that it's

not a literary course. I am not saying'that.‘ Many articles
are written in the Bible, men worshiping the Devil and so

forth, but now you bring young people into this atmoSphere.

I am inclined to believe they Qould be more inclined to mis;
behave. Perhaps I am old fashioned. 1 bélieye dress, néatness,
fnd people's apparence set the tenors of the»parté, so to specak.
Ff you wecar dungarees and you are at a party, yoﬁ are more apt

! . . ‘ .
to have disorder. If you wear tuxedos or evening dress, it's

[176]

more controlled. I can't find she is incompetcnt;x I can't
find any evidence of unworthiﬁéss. Nphcompliance with school
laws and regulations,'the Court has‘seen some noncoﬁpliance
with the school 1aw$ and-regulétions, thereforé,.I am not

sure though that she ﬁndérstOod”all_of the laws énd regulations
having come from different school districts. _Aﬁparently they
vary not only in this State bﬁt.from staté td'state and various
school boards have various régﬁlations for their teaﬁhers¢

She certainly testified her zeroAgréding system and she said
was not unacceptable in thé”Staté. There has been no rebuttal
of that or oﬁher placés shé‘has'béén.<uShe‘further testified

and the Court has to take this testimony because there is no
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rebuttal, the fact she never failed anybody. She might lower
a grade, but she never féilé& anybody. Maybe she didn't follow
the sacred things in the law that everybody is innocent until
proven guilty, that they talked on the test,vBut right or
wrong, the Court has to.pass on it, but i can sce where there
has beané lack:of%zzgéﬁﬁiéafibn there. She is certainly not
disabled and has competent evidence. The statute goes on and
says, for further and other justification. thte frankly,
gentlemen, thé Court 1is of the opinion it's heard no evidence

from the Department Head and this is certainly a chain of

command, I think, in all schools from the Department Ilead to

[177]

the Assistant Principal to the Principal on the the Suberin-
tendent. The Législatﬁre, not the Court, but the Legislature,
through its system has passed rules to fire a school teacher
making it harder than it is to probably fire a Judge since

we have the new review board and has made it very difficult
to fire a school teacher. I have heard no complaint from the
parents and my common sense would tell me that some pafents
would -complain that this teacher is not any good. I did hear
from three students and, of course, their testimony is, I
think the testimony is in thé'sound discretion of thé Court.
Basically they said they learned something, they 1earﬁed_the
horoscope. "I believe théy iedrnéd about that.‘ Well, horo-
scopes, the Court can't close its eyes on everyday living.

-

Horoscopes are read by thousands of people, millions of people
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in this Country every day. In fact, I know a lot of people
live by them rellglously, not the Court. They read that
horoscope every mornlng.‘ They learn something about that.
That probably has some social value or_somethlng along that
line. |
Now, seeing students=walking around

halls, this wasn't expected» He would not want to confront the
teacher in front of the students because of the fact that it
might be embarrassing to the teacher, whichare valid grounds.
[178]
Although, 1 believe and_oerhaps it makes me believe. this, that
if she had been'confronted with these students and found out
the actual reason, because there is evidence, competent evidenceg
before the Court and I be11eve the young lady testified to
this, that people might be 1nc11ned to. te11 falsehoods.' They
want to save. themselves and.so. she was.really. never confronted
I'think except once about. that and I don t . know whether. she
was put on another 51de, and that br1ngs us to the zeros wh1ch
I think is the closest matter of follow1ng the Principal's
advice,‘set down‘by the . school; The Court be1ng of the
opdnion that every sh1p must have . 1ts capta1n, the Principal
is the captaln ‘and he has to be, but .I don't be11eve in the
Court's oplnlon that the term1nat1ng of her . contract was
.Just1f1ab1e on the grounds that we’ have here, and enter
]udgment in’ the amount sued for.'n |

” | Mr. Garnett, you may have your
‘exception to- it and I would 11ke to acknowledge my appreciation
to Counsel for be1ng wellﬂprepared and ready to go forward with
the evidence and taklng a two day trial in one day and I trust

‘that you have a nice evenlng and the Court w111 now adjourn.

e




In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County

JUDGMENT

| Entered January 7, 1974

This day came the Plaintiff, by Cognsel, and moved for judément
in accordance with its Motion for Judgment which has been returned duly
executed as to the Defendant,‘and came also the Defendant by ips Counsel
and neither party requesting a‘jury, the whole matter of law and fact
| was determined by ﬁhe Court. |
And in accordance with the opinion and decision of the Court made
a Dart of the record hereof it is adJudged and ordered that the Plaintiff
| Sallie Mo ucConnell do recover of and have Judgment agalnst the said
Defendant, County School Board of Spotsylvanla County .:in the sum qf |

$2,29206l with interest thereon from November 30, 1973 until paid and '

2

the costs of this proceedinge




In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County

. NOTICE OF APPEAL, ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR AND
STATUS OF TRANSCRIPT BY COUNTY
SCHOOL BOARD OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY

i
1
!
|
|

Filed February 5, 1974

NOTICE OF APPEAL

County School Board of Spotsylvenia County; by counsel,

hergby givea notfce of its intention to appeal from the final
jud&mentlentered herein on the 7th day of January, 197&, whareby
Salhie M. McConnell recovered againgt County School Bonrd of
Spotsylvania‘C&unty judgment in the amount of $2,292,64 with
interest thereon from Novembé: 30, 1973 and the cost of this
ptocéeding. |

ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR

- County School Board of Spotsylvania County assigns'as

|
1
erxors the following:
| (1) The Trial Court's entry of judgment for the

olsintiff on the ground that it was contrary to the law.
(2) The Trial Court's eatry of judgment for the

plaintiff on the ground that it was contrary to the avidence.
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STATUS OF TRANSCRIPT

The transcrint will te filed in the office of the
4 ' (% " - .4 . Kol
clerk within sixty gays from Juwwaly 7, 17°7%, thice date of

entry of finmal judgment.:

In the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County
NOTICE IDENTIFYING AND FILING TRANSCRIPT

Filed February 20, 1974

County School Board of Spotsylvania County, by coundel,
pursuant to Rﬁle 5:9 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of
Virginia, hereby identifies and files within sixty (60) days
of -entry of final jddgment the transcript of the hearing of

this tasg held on November 29, 1973.
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