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V;I:RGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY 
OF RICHMOND, DIVISION II 

BILL OF COMPLAINT FOR 
SEPARATE MAINTENANCE 

The plaintiff, Luisa Pinillos Robertson, represents 

unto the court the following: 

1. The plaintiff, whose maiden name was Luisa 

Pimillos, and the defendant were lawfully married in Lima, 

Peru, on June 19, 1965. 

2. Both the plaintiff and the defendant are bona 

fide domiciled in the State of Virginia and are now and have 

been for more than one year prior to the commencement of 

th:is suit actual bona fide residents of the State of 

Virginia and of the city of Richmond. 

3. Both the plaintiff and the defendant are members 

of the White race, are over the age of twenty-one years and 

neither is a member of the arined forces of the United states. 

4. No children were born of this marriage. 

5. The plaintiff and the defendant last cohabited as 

mari and wife in the City of Richmond, Virginia, at 300 West 

Franklin Street. 
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I 6. 

jithout justification, 

On or about August 11, 1971, the d~fendant, 

abandoned and deserted the plaintiff 
i 

in that he left the home of the parties at No. 300 West 

F:ranklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, in which he had been 

l:iving with the plaintiff. Upon leaving the home at 300 

West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, which he did with 

the intention of abandoning and deserting the plaintiff, he 
: 

p~oceeded to establish residence separate and apart from the 

plaintiff. Upon leaving the home of the parties the defen-1 

I 

dknt broke off all matrimonial relations and cohabitation 

wlth the plaintiff and has not since August 11, 1971, re­

tLned to live with the plainti.ff and has not sought to 

rlswne marital relations and cohabitation. 
I 
! 7. Additionally, defendant has committed adultery 
I 

with one.Katherine Wagner, the same having taken place on 

several occasions at the Lexington Towers Apartments, 104 
! 

W~st Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, in the apartment 

o~ the said Katherine Wagner, including,. specifically, the 

fQllowing dates, to-wit:· November 14, 15, 16 and 17, 1972, 
r 
i 

and 
I 

December 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16 and 17, 1972. 

I 
I 8. The defendant is a man of means who has a large 

• I 

income 
I 

and who owns property or interests in property of 

I 

gleat value. He is quite capable of supporting the plp.in-
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i 
tiiff and maintaining her according to the standard of living 
I 

tb which she became accustomed during the time when she and 

the defendant lived together as man and wife. 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays: 

(a) That the defendant be required to disclose in 

detail 
I 

under oath his present financial condition, both 
I 

income 
I 

and principal; 

! 
(b) That the Court may award to the plaintiff and 

i 

require the defendant to pay to the plaintiff such sums by I 

I 
wcl.y of temporary alimony for her temporary support and main-

! 
tenance, suit money and preliminary counsel fees as to the 

cqurt may seem just and proper; 

(c) That the Court may require the defendant to pay 

to the plaintiff, at the proper time, such sums by way of 
i 

pe\rmanent alimony for her permanent support 

asl the Court may determine ~o be reasonable ! . 

and maintenance 

and adequate for 

plaintiff's needs and requirements; 

i 
I (d) 

plaintiff's 

That the Court may allow reasonable fees to 

attorneys for counseling plaintiff during .the 

period in question and for instituting and conducting this 
i 

cause and reimbursement for all costs and expenses incurred 
I 

iniconnection therewith; 

J. (e) That the defendant be enjoined and restrai:qed 

I 3 
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ftom disposing of any of his property, real and personal, 

except subject to the order of this Court during the pen-

dency of this suit, and that he be required to give satis-

factory security for the future payment of ali such amounts 

a~ may be awarded by the court in this cause~ 

(f) And that the Court may grant such other and 

further relief as to equity may seem meet. 

Filed February 28, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

DEMURRER 

The defendant says that the Bill of Complaint is not 

sufficient in law for the reason that there is no ~llegation 

that defendant is not supporting plaintiff, nor could such 
I 

allegation be validly made because defendant recognizes his 

obligation to support his wife and has been supporting her 

and will continue to support her. The only ground upon 

w~ich a suit for separate maintenance may be based is that 

the wife is in need of support from the husband which the 

husband has refused to supply her. No such ground has been 

alleged or exists in this case. 

Filed March 20,, 1973, in Clerk 1 s Office. 

ORDER 

The Court, having considered the Bill and the Demur-
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rer and being of the opinion that the Demurrer raises no 
i 

issue of law but raises issues of fact, doth overrule said 

Demurrer, to which action the defendant by counsel objected 

I 
a~d excepted. 

I 

Entered May 14, 1973. 

ANSWER 

For answer to the Bill of Complaint for separate 

m~intenance filed by the plaintiff, defendant respectfully 

siays as follows: 
I 
' 

1. He admits the allegations contained in paragraphs 

I 

li, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the Bill. 

2. He charges that the allegations contained in 

paragraph 7 of the Bill are not material or relevant to the 

i$sue of separate maintenance but are alleged for the puni-

t~ve effect they may have upon the award of support. Defeh-

dant has always recognized his responsibility to support 

plaintiff and since leaving the matrimonial domicile on or 

' about August 11, 1971, he has continued to furnish support 

to plaintiff in such an amount that she has been able to 

maintain the standard of living which she became accustomed 

to when the parties lived together as husband and wife. He 

neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in para-
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g~aph 7 but calls for strict proof thereof, in the event the 

I 
court rules they are material and relevant to the is:;mes 

I 
ipvolved in this cause. 

3. He neither admits nor denies that he has a large 

I 
income or owns property or interest in property of great 

! 

v~lue for this is a relative term and to some persons this 

a~legation may be answered in the affirmative and to others 

i~ may be answered in the negative. He charges, however, 

I 
that he has been supporting and maintaining plaintiff to the 

j 
sitandard of living which they enjoyed when they were living 

I 

tpgether as husband and wife and that he has furnished this 

I 
s~pport and maintenance before and after August 11, 1971, 

! 

tpe date he left the matrimonial domicile. 

WHEREFORE, Defendant prays that plaintiff's Bill of 

Cbmplaint be dismissed with his reasonable costs in this 
I 

behalf expended and responds to each paragraph of the said 

I 

p~ayer as follows: 

(a) Defendant has disclos.ed in detail his present 

financial condition, both income and principal, by· furnish­
! 

ii:-ig to counsel for plaintiff his Federal Income Tax Rett:i.rns 
I 

fpr 1970 and 1971 jointly ~iled, and 1972, individually 

I 
filed, / approximate net worth statements, dated July 8, 1971, 

I 

atid brought current by letter dated January 5, 1973, copy of 
! 
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T'rust Agreement dated December 29, 1934, made by J. T. 

Taylor, defendant's grandfather, the income from which was 

payable solely to Mrs. Walter s. Robertson, defendant~s 

mother, who executed an instrument irrevocably as signing 

11% of the income therefrom to each of her three children, 

ohe of whom is defendant, such income being revealed on the 

a.foresaid Federal Income Tax Returns, Agreement dated April 

2',l, 1965, between Marjorie Robertson, defendant's firstwife 

ahd defendant explaining the amount of child support he is 

required to pay to his first wife for the support of their 

-
three children, amounting to $26,615.00 in 1971 and other 

infonnation as requested by counsel for plaintiff; 

(b) Plaintiff is not entitled to temporary support 

and maintenance for the reason that she is· now receiving and 

has been receiving adequate support to maintain herself to 

the standard of living to which she became accustomed while 

living with defendant and this she has acknowledged by her 

failure to allege in her Bill of Complaint that she is not 

receiving adequate support and maintenance and to take any 

aption in this regard until February 28, 1973, the dat~ this 

cause was instituted; 

(c) The defendant has been paying and will continue 

to pay to plaintiff reasonable and adequate support and 
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maintenance and was willing to enter into an agreement with 
; 

p~aintiff to provide such support and maintenance so long as 

he lived; 

(d) The institution of this suit and the incurrence 

of costs and expenses, particularly the expense of a detec-

tive, were wholly unnecessary and should be disallowed; 

(e) There is no justification or cause for enjoin-

ing or restraining defendant from disposing of his property 
I 

oir requiring security for the payrnen t of support and main-

tenance which this Court may award because defendant has 

shown that he is.a responsible person and has been paying 

support and maintenance to plaintiff in a reasonable and 

adequate amount; 

" 
(f) There is no other and further relief to which 

~laintiff is entitled. 

Filed May 23, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

NOTICE 

To: R. Harvey Chappell, Jr., Esquire 
Christian, Barton, Parker, Epps & Brent 
1200 Mutual Building 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Counsel for Plaintiff 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Thursday, July 19, 1973, 

qomrnencing at 9:00 o'clock A.M., I, the defendant herein, 
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.shall move this Honorable Court in its courtroom at 10th and 

Hull Streets, Richmond, Virginia, to continue the ore tenus 

hearing now set for Monday, July 30, 1973, to some date in 

August or thereafter upon the ground that a material witness 

for the defendant will be in Hawaii on July 30; and not 

.available to testify until August 2, 1973, and upon the 

further ground that the issues narrowed by counsel by agree­

ment have been expanded. 

Filed July 6, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

AMENDED BILL OF COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE 

The plaintiff, Luisa Pinillos Robertson, represents 

unto the court the following: 

1. The plaintiff, whose maiden name was Luisa 

Pinillos, and the defendant were lawfully married in Lima, 

Peru, on June 19, 1965. 

2. Both the plaintiff and the defendant are pona 

fide domiciled in the State of Virginia and are now and have 

been for more than one year prior to the commencement of 

this suit actual bona fide residents of the State of 

Virginia and of the City of Richmond. 

3. Both the plaintiff and the defendant are members 

of the White race, are over the age of twenty-one years and 
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n~ither is a member of the armed forces of the United 

States. 

4. No children were born of this marriage. 

5. The plaintiff and the defendant last cohabited 

as man and wife in the City of Richmond, Virginia, at 300 

West Franklin Street. 

6. On or about August 11, 1971, the defendant, with-
I 

otlt justification, abandoned and deserted the plaintiff in 

that he left the home of the parties. at No. 300 West 

1 

Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, in which he had been 

living with the plaintiff. Upon leaving the home at 300 

I 
west Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, which he did with 

the intention of abandoning and deserting the plaintiff, he 

proceeded to establish residence separate and apart from the 

plaintiff. Upon leaving the home of the parties th~ defen-

dant broke off all matrimonial relations and cohabitation 

with the plaintiff and has not since August 11, 1971, re-

turned to live with the plaintiff and has not sought to · 

resume marital relations and cohabitation. 

7. Additionally, defendant has committed adultery 

w~th one Katherine Wagner, the same having taken place on 

several occasions at the Lexington Towers Apartment, 104 

West Franklin street, Richmond, Virginia, in the apartment 
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o~ the said Katherine Wagner, including, specifically, the 

fbllowing dates, to-wit: November 14, 15, 16 and 17, 1972, 

j 
and December 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16 and 17, 1972. 

i 
I 

8. The defendant is a man of means who has.a large 

ibcome and who owns property or interests in property of 

grl eat ·value. 
1 

He is quite capable of supporting the plain-

tiff and maintaining her according to the standard of living 
i 

tb which she became accustomed during the time when she and 

I 
the defendant lived together as man and wi·fe. 

I 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays; 

{a) That a divorce from the bond of matrimony be 

gtanted in favor of the plaintiff upon the grounds of aban-

donment and desertion and adultery as hereinabove alleged: 
I 

J (b) That the Court may award to the plaintiff and 
I 

i 

r~quire the defendant to pay to the plaintiff such sums by 

wqy of temporary alimony for her temporary support and 

mJintenance, suit money and preliminary counsel fees as to 
! 

. the Court may seem just and proper: 

. (c) ·That the Court may require the defendant to pay 

the plaintiff, at the proper time, such sums by ~ay of 

p~rmanent alimony for her permanent support and maintenance 

as' the Court may determine to be reasonable and adequate for 

p~ain tiff' s needs and requirements' ·. 

! 
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{d) That the Court may allow reasonable fees to 

plaintiff's attorneys for counseling plaintiff during the 

period in question and for instituting and conducting this 

cause and reimbursement for all costs and expenses incurred 

in connection therewith; 

(e) That the defendant be required to disclose in 

detail under oath his present financial condition, both 

income and principal; 

(f) That the defendant be enjoined and restrained 

from disposing of any of his property, real and personal, 

except subject to the order of this Court during the pen­

dency of this suit, and that he be required to give satis­

factory security for the future payment of all such amounts 

as may be awarded by the Court in this cause~ 

(g) And that the Court may grant such other and 

further relief as to equity may seem meet. 

Filed Julyf9, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

ANSWER 

For answer to the Bill of Complaint for Divorce, 

defendant respectfully says as follows: 

1. He admits the allegations contained in paragraphs· 

1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Bill. 
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2. He neither admits nor denies the allegations 

contained in paragraph 6 of the Bill and calls for strict 

proof thereof. 

3. He denies that the allegations contained in 

paragraph 7 of the Bill are material or relevant because 

plaintiff has alleged grounds for an absolute divorce in 

paragraph 6 of the Bill, which would entitle her to an 

absolute divorce on the ground of desertion as ·of August 10, 

1972, and charges that the allegations of adultery are made 

I 

for the purpose of the punitive effect they may have upon 

the award of alimony. He neither admits nor denies the 

a:Ulegations contained in paragraph 7·but calls for strict 

I 
proof thereof, in the event the court rules they are mate-

ri.al a:nd relevant to the issues involved in this cause. 

4. He neither admits nor denies that he has a large 

income or owns property or interest in property of great 

value for this is a relative term and to some persons this 

allegation may be answered in the negative. He charges, 

however, that he has been supporting and maintaining plain-

ti:ff to the standard of living which they enjoyed when they 

were living together as husband and wife and that he has 

furnished this support and maintenance before and after 

August 11, 1971, the date he left the matrimonial domicile. 

13 



I 

I 
I 

I . 
Exhibit "A",. attached hereto, reflects the gross and net 

I 
income of defendant, not including his personal living 

I 
I 
I 

e~penses, and the support he is now paying plaintiff. 
i 

WHEREFORE, Defendant prays that: 

(a) Plaintiff's Bill of complaint be dismiss~d with 

h±s reasonable costs in this behalf expended7 

(b) Plaintiff is not entitled to· temporary support 

anld maintenance for the reason that she is now receiving and 
I 
I 

has been receiving adequate support to maintain herself to 

~e standard of living to which she became accustomed while 
I 

l~vingwith defendant and this she has acknowledged by her 
I 

f,ilure to allege in her Bill of Complaint.that she is not 

r~ceiving adequate support and maintenance and to take any 
I 

ac:tion in this regard until July 19, 1973, the date this 

caluse was ins ti tuted7 

I (c) The defendant has been paying and will continue 

to! pay to plaintiff reasonable and adequc:i.te support and 
I 

maJintenance and was willing to enter into an agreement with 
i 

plbintiff to provide such support and maintenance so long as 
I 

hej lived7 

(d) The incurrence of certain costs and expenses, 

pa~ticularly the expense of a 

I 
at~orney's fees as related to 

I 
I 
i 
I 

detective, as well as such 

counselling be disallowed7 

14 



(e) Defendant has disclosed in detail his present 

filnancial condition, both income and principal, by furnish­

ijg to counsel for plaintiff his Federal Income Tax Returns 

fJr 19.70, 1971 and 1972, jointly filed, approximate net 

wdrth statements, dated July 8, 1971, and brought current by 

ljtter dated January 5, 1973, copy of Trust Agreement dated 

De,cember 29; 1934, made by J. T. Taylor, defendant's grand­

f~ther, the income frolri which was payable solely to Mrs. 

wall ter s . Robertson, defendant ' s mother, who executed an 

inlstrurnent irrevocably as signing 11% of the income there­

fr~m to each of her three children, one of whom is defendan~ 
subh income being revealed on the aforesaid Federal Income 

Ta[ Returns, Agreement dated April 21, 1965, between 

Maljorie Robertson, defendant's first wife and defendant, 

ex~laining the amount of child support he is required to 
I . 

I 

pa~ to his first wife for the support of their three chil-

drtn, amounting to $26,319.00 in 1971 and other infonnation 

as,requested by counsel for plaintiff: 

(f) There is no justification or cause· for enjoining 

or restraining defendant from disposing of his property or 

re4uiring security for the payment of alimony which this 

colrt may award because defendant has shown that he is a 

relponsible person and has been paying support and mainten-

15 



ance to plaintiff in a reasonable and adequate amount~ 

(g) There is no other and further relief to which 

piaintiff is entitled. 

Filed August 9, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

EXHIBIT A 

STATEMENT OF HUSBAND'S INCOME, 
DEDUCTIONS AND INCOME TAXES BASED ON 

FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURNS AND 1972 TAX RATES 

INCOME 

Salary, Universal Leaf 
Tobacco, Co., Inc. 

I 

Mary Taylor Robertson 
Trust by UVB to assignee 
of l/3rd income 

Estate of Walter s. 
Robertson by UVB to Co­
Execu tor for commissions 

Dividends, less $100 ex­
clusive 

Do~inion Oil & Gas Company 

capital Gains & Losses 

Total Income 

DEDUCTIONS/EXPENSES 

(Not including Personal Living 
Expenses) 

72 71 70 

$40,875 $39,500 $43,000 

div. 20,569 21,144 25,268 
int. 1, 24 7 

21,816 

937 4,733 3,604 

3,786 3,814 1,049 

253 192 63 

3,190 473 (l,0001 

$70,857 $69,856 $71,984 

16 



Alimony to Marjorie W. 
Benedict as per agreement 

Support to Luisa Pinillos 
Robertson, excluding inci­
dentals; 
1972 only complete year since 
August 11, 1971. 

Rent & Parking 
1Cash 
1Life Ins. 

12 x 

M~dical and dental 

$357.00 
475.00 

95.67 

$927.67 

State and local taxes 

Contributions 

Interest 

Miscellaneous 

Bu~iness 

Total Expense 

subtracting expenses from 
income 

Exemption 

Taxable Income 

FeQ.eral Tax 

In¢ome After Federal Tax 

St~te Tax 

Federal adjusted gross income 

Federal deductions 

Stqte Income Tax 

17 

$26, 319 - $26, 443 $26, 121 

11,132 il,132 11,132 

65 106 106 

2,392 2,599 2,421 

1,160 1,196 989 

1,067 1,398 1~976 

4,175 . 172 143 

966 636 590 

$47,276 $43,682 $43,478 

23,581 26,174 28,506 

750 750 750 

22,831 25,424 27,756 

6,322 7,360 8,380 

16,509 18,064 19,376 

70,857 69,856 71,984 

47,276 43,682 43,478 

1,865 2,100 1,895 



D~ductions 45,411 41,582 41,583 

E}{:emption 600 600 600 

44,811 40,982 41,183 

Si±ate taxable income 26,046 28,874 30,801 

State Tax 1,278 1,430 1,436 
. I 
Net Income 

After Federal and State 
In.come Taxes $15,231 $16,634 $17,940 

.ORDER 

This cause came on this day to be heard upon the 

defendant's motion that he be allowed to file his Cross-Bill, 

which was lodged with the Clerk on August 14, 1973, which 

motion is granted and said Cross-Bill is ORDERED filed, to 

which the plaintiff by counsel objects and excepts. 

This cause is set down for hearing on all issues 

ra,ised by the pleadings, the Court ruling that the original 

and amended Bills of Complaint, which have been duly answered 

an.a the issues joined thereon, are not pleas of recrimina-

tion under Section 20-91 (9) of the Code of Virginia as 

alleged in paragraph 4 of the said Cross-Bill, and being 

fu:rther of the opinion that the Court is not precluded from 

passing upon the issues joined by the mere passage of time 

and the coming into play of Section 20-91 (9) of the Code 
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of Virginia, to all of which the defendant by counsel ob-

j~cts and excepts. 

Entered August 22, 1973. 

CROSS-BILL 

Defendant for his Cross-Bill respectfully shows unto 

the Court the following case: 

1. He adopts by reference the allegations contained 

in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of plaintiff's Amended Bill 

0£ Complaint for Divorce. 

2. He alleges that the parties have lived separate 

and apart without any cohabitation and without interruption 

si,nce August 11, 1971, a period of more than two years. 

3. He has been supporting and maintaining plaintiff 

si:nce August 11, 1971, to the standard of living which they 

·I 

enjoyed when they were living together as husband and wife 

and declares it to be his intention to continue to support 

he:r, as the circumstances may require, and to this end adopts 

by reference Exhibit "A" with his Answer heretofore filed, 

which reflects the support he is now paying plaintiff in 

relation to his gross and net income based on his Federal 

income tax returns, not including his .personal living ex-

penses. 
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4. By statute the foregoing ground of divorce 

a~leged by defendant is absolute and cannot be barred by a 

plea of res adjudicata or of recrimination arid therefore 

I 
defendant's cause of action should take precedence over the 

cause of action alleged by plaintiff and that each party 

should be granted a divorce from the other party upon the 

ground that they have lived separate and apart without any 

cohabitation and without interruption for two years. 

1 WHEREFORE, defendant prays that the Amended Bill of 
I 

co~plaint for Divorce of the plaintiff be dismissed and that 

each party be granted a divorce from the other upon the 

gr9und that they have lived separate and apart, without any 

cohabitation and without interruption for two years, namely, 

since August 11, 1971. 

Lo9ged August 14, 1973, in Clerk's Office 

Filed August 22, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

ANSWER TO CROSS-BILL 

Plaintiff Luisa Pinillos Robertson, for answer to the 

Cross-Bill, says: 

1. The allegations of Paragraph No. 1 of the Cross-

Bill (being adoption by reference the allegations of plain-

tiff's Amended Bill of Complaint for Divorce, Paragraphs 
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N6s. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) are admitted. 

2. The allegations of Paragraph No. 2 are admitted. 

3. The allegations of Paragraph No. 3 are denied.' 

4. The allegations of Paragraph No. 4 are denied. 

The suggestion that defendant's alleged cause of action 

should take precedence over the causes of action alleged by 

plaintiff already has been resolved by Order of this Court 

I 

e~tered August 22, 1973. 

5. Plaintiff alleges and avers that her Amended Bill 

of Complaint for Divorce remains applicable and in full 

force and effect irrespective of the filing of the cross-

Bill herein by defendant. 

6. Plaintiff alleges and avers that defendant has 

n~t supported and maintained her since August 11, 1971, to 

the standard of living which they enjoyed when they were 

living together as husband and wife and prays the relief of 

the Court in enforcing such obligations of defendant. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that the Cross-Bill be 

dismissed7 that plaintiff be awarded a divorce on the grounds 

of' abandonment and desertion and adultery as alleged in her 

Amended Bill of Complaint for Divorce7 that the defendant's 

obiigations to support and maintain the plaintiff be recog-

nized and enforced by appropriate Order of this Court in 
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' 1 

accordance with the prayers for relief in plaintiff's said 

Amended Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

Filed September 10, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

FINAL DECREE 

This cause, which has been regularly matured, 

docketed and set for hearing, came on this day to be heard 

upon the Bill of Complaint and the Amended Bill of Complaint 

for Divorce; upon process duly served upon the defendant; 

upon the Answer and Cross-Bill of the defendant; upon the 

oral testimony of the parties and other witnesses all given 

in open court and upon other evidence introduced as exhibits; 

ano was argued by counsel for both parties. 

Upon consideration whereof, the Court finds from the 

evidence, independently of the admissions of the parties in 

th¢ pleadings or otherwise, that the plaintiff and defendant 

were lawfully married in Lima, Peru, on June 19, 1965; that 

the plaintiff and the defendant are domiciled in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia and that they have been and are 

actual bona fide residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia 

and the City of Richmond for more than one year immediately 

preceding the commencement of this suit; that the plaintiff 
I 

and defendant are members of the White race, are over the 

age of twenty-one (21) years and neither is a member of the 
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I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 

Amned Forces of the United States; that no children were 
I 

I 
b~rn of this marriage; that the plaintiff and defendant 

lJst cohabited as man and wife in the city of Richmond, 
' I 
I 

vxrginia, at 300 West Franklin Street; that the wilful 

ajandonrnent and desertion of the plaintiff by the defendant· 
I 

onj the 11th day of August, 1971, as alleged in the Amended 

BJll of complaint for Divorce has been fully proven by the 
I 

eJiidence; that the defendant's adultery occurring on a 
I 

nubber of occasions in November .and December, 1972, as 
I 

allleged in the Amended Bill of Complaint has been fully 

p+ven by the evidence, that the said adulte~y did not 

oc~ur more than five (5) years prior to the institution of 

i 
t~ls suit and was ~ot.cortunitted by the pr~cu~ement or con-

ni~ance of the plaintiff and that the plaintiff has not 
I 

cohabited with the defendant after knowledge of said adul-
' ' I 

tery; and that the plaintiff is entitled to the relief 
I 

pr~yed for, and that defendant's Cross-Bill should.be dis-
1 
I 

missed. 
I 

Therefore, the Court doth ADJUDGE, ORDER and DECREE 

th~t Luisa Pinillos Robertson be, and she hereby is, awarded 
i 

a ~ivorce from the bond of matrimony from the defendant, 

waiters. Robertson, Jr., on the ground of wilful desertion 
I 

an~ abandonment for a period of more. than one ( 1) year and 
i 
I 

I 
I 
I. 
I 
I. 
1 
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ori the ground of adultery, and that the bond of matrimony 
' I 

created by the marriage between these parties on June 19, 

1965 be, and it is hereby, dissolved, and that defendant's 

cross-Bill be, and it hereby is, dismissed. 

It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED thatthe 

sa.id Walter S. Robertson, Jr. , pay unto the said tuisa 

' 
Pinillos Robertson the sum of Nineteen Thousand Nine HUndred 

i 

Nihety-Nine and 92/lOOths Dollars ($19,999.92) per year in 

payments of Eight Hundred Thirty-Three and 33/lOOths Dollars 

($833.33) on the first and fifteenth of each month begin-

nipg on the 15th day of October, 1973, as alimony and con-

ti~uing until further order of the Court. 
I 
I I It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that the 

said Walters. Robertson, Jr., shall pay all expenses and 

CO$tS incurred by the plaintiff in this proceeding includ-

ing, but not limited to, the following: 

Mcbougle Detective Agency 

Christian, Barton, Parker, Epps 
& Brent, expenses advanced 

Pole, Benton & Johnson 

Max Reese 

Schwarzschild Bros., Inc. 

Plus the costs of the trans­
cript in the event of an appeal. 
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It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that the 

I 

sciid Walters. Robertson, Jr., shall pay to Christian, 
I 
i 

Bcl.rton, Parker, Epps & Brent, attorneys for the plaintiff, 

t4e sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) for services 

r~n,dered on behalf of the plaintiff in this proceeding. 

It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that if 

and when any or all of the furniture and furnishings pre-
1 
I 

se~tly located in the apartment at 300 West Franklin Street, 

Ribhinond, Virg.inia, are ~emoved therefrom at the instance of 

thl defendant or any other party or parties (other than the 
! . 

plkintiff), ·the defendant promptly thereaf~er shall replace 

thl same with suitable furniture and furnishings. 

I . I It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that all 

of·the property rights which either of the parties hereto 

ma~ have or could hereafter acquire in and to the property 

I 
of feach other by reason of the aforesaid marriage are for-

evJr barred and extinguished except as hereinabove provided. 

It is further noted that· counsel for both.the plain-

• I 
tif.f and 

I . • por.tions 

the defendant objected and excepted to certain 

of this Decree. 

I Nothing further remaining to be done in this cause, 
I 

i 
it jis ORDERED that the same be, and it is hereby, stricken 

i 

from the pending chancery docket and the papers filed 
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I. 
I 

I 
I 

among the ended causes. 

I. . . 
Entered O~tober 12, 1973. 

I 
I 
I NOTICE 

TJ: R. Harvey Chappell, Jr., 
1200 Mutual Building 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
counsel for Plaintiff 

Esquire 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on October 25, 1973, corn-

rnencing at 9:30 o'clock A.M., in the Circuit Court of the 
I· 
~ . 

City of Richmond, Division II, 10th and Hull Streets, 
I 

R:ilchmond, Virginia, I, the defendant herein, desiring to 

I 
aP,ply to the Supreme Court of Virginia for an appeal and 

sjpersedeas to the Decree herein rendered on October 12, 

I 
1973, of which I am aggrieved, shall move the Honorable W. 

E~dridge Spain, Judge, to enter an Order suspending the 

I 
·e~ecution on and enforcement of the payment and furniture 

' 
' 

ptlovisions of the said Final Decree, to-wit, (i) payment of 

al
1
irnony in the amount of $19,999.92 per year, (ii) payment 

I 
of expenses and costs incurred by plaintiff, (iii) payment 

I . . 
ofl attorneys' fees of plaintiff in the amount of $10,000.00, 

anti (iv) replacement of furniture and furnishings which some 

pe;rson other than defendant may remove from plaintiff's 
I 

ap~rtrnent.at 300 West Franklin Street, for a period of four 
' i 

rnohths from October 12, 1973, if I, the said defendant, 
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I 
I 

shall file with said Supreme court or one of the Justices 

·tlil f . h . th t. . f . d . t . . f 1 d ,ereo wit in e ime speci ie a Pe ition or appea an 

i 
s~persedeas, and the execution is·likewise thereafter sus-

i 
pinded until the Supreme court or one of the Justices there-

o~ has acted· thereon, on condition, however, that I, or 
I . 

someone for me, shall within twenty days from this date 

eJter into a bond in the Clerk's Office of this Court with 

sjrety approved by its Clerk in such penalty as the Court 

mjy fix. . 
! 

I shall further move the Court that the transcript of 

tli.e ore tenus hearing and incidents thereto, which is now 
I . 

being prepared, be made a part of the record in this cause, 

whlen it is filed in the Office of the clerk. 

I shall further move the court to require me, pend-

in'g the foregoing suspension to continue to furnish to the 

pl,aintiff the same support which I am now paying. 
; 
I 

Filed October 17, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

NOTICE AND MOTION 

Walter s. Robertson, Jr. 
c/o Harry P. Anderson, Jr., Esquire 
Anderson, Haw, Parkerson & Beazley 
700 Building, Suite 904 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

You are hereby notified that on Thursday, October 25, 
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1973, at 9:30 o'clock, A.M., the plaintiff herein, by 

counsel, will move this Honorable court at its courtroom, 

10th and Hull Streets, Richmond, Virginia, to enter a decree 

t~at the defertdant shall not remarry pendirtg the perfecting 

of an appeal from the Final Decree of this court . 

. Ftled October 23, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

ORDER PROHIBITING DEFENDANT'S 
REMARRIAGE PENDING APPEAL 

This cause came on this day to be heard upon plain-

tiff's motion that defendant be prohibited from remarrying 

pending the appeal from the Final Decree of this Court, and 

was argued by counsel. 

Upon consideration whereof, it is ORDERED that defen-

dqnt Walters. Robertson, Jr., shall not remarry pending the 

appeal from the Final Decree of this court entered October 

12, 1973, and until the Supreme Court of Virginia· or one of 

the Justices thereof shall have acted thereon. 

Refused October 25, 1973. 

ORDER 

This- day came the parties by counsel upon motion of 

the defendant that, he desiring to apply to the supreme 

court of Virginia for an appeal and supersedeas to the Decme 

herein rendered on October 12, 1973, of which he is ag-
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g~ieved, execution on the payment and furniture provisions 

o, said Decree be suspended pending his application for 

aP,peal, and was argued by counsel. 

On consideration whereof, it is ORDERED that exe-

cution on and enforcement Of the payment of expenses and 

c+ts incurred by plaintiff, and payment of attorneys' fees 

ofj plaintiff in the amount of $10,000.00, be~ and they are 

hereby, suspended for a period of four months from October 

12, 1973, if the said defendant shall file with· said 

supreme Court or one· of the Justices thereof within the time 

spbcified a Petition for appeal and supersedeas, and the 
I -

extcution is likewise thereafter suspended until the s~reme 
Court or one of the Justices thereof has acted thereon, on 

i 
cobdition, however, that the said defendant, or someone for 

I ·. • 
him, shall within thirty days from this date enter into a 

I . 
bozP.d in the Clerk's Office of this court with surety to be 

apJroved by its Clerk in the penalty of $15',000.00 condi­

tiJned according to law, unless the same shall be waived by I 
! 

agteement of counsel. 

I 
orJ tenus hearing and incidents thereto, which defendant's . I . . 

It i$ further ORDERED that when the transcript of the 

co~nsel represents he has requested the Court Reporter to 
I 
I 

pr~pare, is filed.in the office of theclerk, it shall 
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become a part of the record of this cause. 

i 
I 
I 

their 

Both the plaintiff and the defendant having tendered 

exceptions to the Final Decree entered herein on 

October 12, 1973, it is hereby ORDERED that the same be 

filed and made a part of the record in this case. 

Defendant excepts to the refusal of the Court in 

refusing to suspend execution on and enforcement of the 

furniture and alimony provisions, which were deleted from 

the Decree tendered by defendant. 

Plaintiff objects and excepts to the foregoing action 

of the Court in suspending execution and enforcement of the 

Final Decree as to expenses, costs and attorneys' fees. 

Entered October 25, 1974. 

NOTICE OF APPEAL AND ASSIGNMENTS 
OF ERROR 

The defendant, Walters. Robertson, Jr., hereby 

gives notice of appeal from the Decree entered herein on 

October 12, 1973, and makes the follow1ng assignments of 

error: 

1. The Court erred in granting a divorce to the 

plaintiff on two grounds, namely~ wilful desertion, which 

matured on August 11, 1973, and adultery for acts which 

first occurred on November 14, 1972, more than three months 

30 



a~ter plaintiff was entitled to a divorce on the ground of 

wtlful desertion because the divorce for wilful desertion 

oqcurred first in time and entitled her to relief as com-

plete and adequate as the divorce for adultery. 
I 

2. The Court erred in granting a divorce to the 

' 

plaintiff on the said two grounds of wilful desertion and 

I 
adultery when the evidence conclusively showed that the 

p~rties had lived separate and apart and without cohabita-

tion for a period of two years as of August 11, 1973, and 
I 

i~ not granting a divorce to each party upon the two year 

I 

separation ground as prayed for in defendant's Cross-Bill, 

for this latter ground .of divorce was entitled to precedence 

by statute and in such cases. 
I 

3. The Court erred in dismissing defendant• s Cross­
i 

Bill and not awarding each party a "no fault" divorce as 

p~ayed for therein for the reason that such divorce takes 

p~ecedence over any other groundsfor divorce. 

4. The Court erred in awarding plaintiff $19,999.92 

per year alimony upon the ground that to take two-thirds of 
I 

a husband's income for alimony after he has met his con-

tractual obligations, approved by Decree of Court, to his 

first wife and. three children, is punitive, excessive and 

wholly unreasonable. 
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j 5. The court erred in awarding· as co.sts to plain-
1 

tiff (i) the McDougle Detective bill of $575.00 upon the 

> 

g+ound that at the time the bill was incurred plaintiff 

' atready was entitled to an absolute divorce for wilful 

desertion for one year, which the court decreed; (ii) the 
I 

Max Reese bill of $207.50 for appraising furniture in the 
: 

a~artrnent of plaintiff upon the ground that most of the 

furniture was admittedly the property of the mother of the 
! 

d~fendant and such appraisal was immaterial and irrelevant 
I 

tJ the issues of this cause; (iii) the bill of $150.00 of 

S9hwarzschild Brothers, Inc., for appraising the jewelry of 

p:J..aintiff upon the ground that such appraisal was immaterial 

add irrelevant to the issues of this cause; (iv) awarding 

c~sts of the transcript on appeal upon the ground that this 

c6urt has not jurisdiction over costs of an appeal. 

6. The court erred in awarding a fee of $10,000.00 

td> the attorneys for the plaintiff and ordering defendant to 

P4Y it upon the ground that such an award is punitive, 

excessive and wholly unreasonable for an uncontested di-

vorce action. 

7. The court erred in requiring Defendant to re-

place all the furniture and furnishings presently located in 

plaintiff's apartment should any of such tangibles be re-
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moved by persons other than plaintiff from her said apart-

ment upon the grounds that the evidence conclusively shows 
I 

that most of the furniture and furnishings are owned by the 

mother of defendant and were loaned to the parties by her, 

t4at this Court has no jurisdiction over tangibles and that 

s~ch a provision is premature. 

A transcript of the testimony and other incidents of 

the cause is to be hereafter filed and made a part of the 

r~cord of this cause as ordered by Order of court entered 

O~tober 25, 1973. 

Filed October 30, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 

ASSIGNMENTS OF CROSS-ERROR 

Pursuant to Rule 5:6 of the Rules of the Supreme 

court of Virginia, plaintiff Luisa Pinillos Robertson sets 

fdrth the following assignments of cross-error. 

The Circuit Court of the City of Richmond, Division 

II, erred in it~ Final Decree dated October 12, 1973, as 

I 
follows: 

1. In awarding to plaintiff only $19,999.92 per year 

as alimony, because such award is inadequate and insuffi-

cient to provide for the plaintiff's needs according to 

proper legal standards and the evidence presented. 
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2. In awarding to counsel for plaintiff only 

$ 0,000.00 in attorneys' fees, because such award is 

qjate and insufficient to compensate counsel for the 

ajd effort properly expended in this case. · 

inade-

time 

3. In failing to prohibit the defendant from re-

marrying, pursuant to §20-119 of the Code of Virginia of 

19,50, as amended, because such a prohibition is, under the 

cJrcumstances, necessary to protect the financial rights 

anld security of the plaintiff. . 
I 

I 
4. In failing to order defendant to replace furni-

ture removed from plaintiff's apartment (by persons other 

tJan the plaintiff) with furniture and furnishings of com­

palable quality· arid value, because such an order is neces-

sary to maintain plaintiff according to the standard of 
i 

liring to .which she was accustomed during her marriage with 

aelfendan t. 
I 

Fi~ed November 2, 1973, in Clerk's Office. 
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3 

4 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

POL,E, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

.RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 
6. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Well, quite simply, 

your honor, we believe the evidence will show beyond any ques 

tion the grounds for divorce· by reason of desertion as well 

as by reason of adultery. 

We believe that the evidence concerning 

the financial abilities of the parties will amply demonstrate 

the ability and capability of the defendant to support Mrs. 

Robertson and in an amount far in excess of what is presently 

12 being paid to her. We further believe that the evidence 

13 will show that the issue of adultery bears directly on the 

14 issue of support and economics for the reason that Mr. 

HS I Robertson continues to see the other woman involved in the 

16 case and, indeed, plans marriage. We think all of these 

17 items dictate that at. the appropriate time, the court should 

18 take into account the provisions of Section 20-119 of the 

19 Code of Virginia, which precludes remarriage. We think under 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

these circumstances, the evidence will show that a man must 

be just before he is generous, even to himself or to others, 

i>r whom he may have expressed a fondness •. And, consequently, 

.we think that at .the conclusion of the evidence, the court 

will be called upon, and properly so, to enter a decree 
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POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
iCOURT REPORTERS I MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

I 
I awarding Mrs. Robertson a divorce, awarding reimbursement 

7. 

for the costs of this proceeding and related matters, awarding 

counsel fees, restraining Mr. Robertson from remarrying 

1 until further order of the court, and further addressing the 
I 
1 issue of the furniture and furnishings in the apartment, which 

will become more clear after the evidence has been presented. 
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17 

POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 9. 

l 
I 

We submit that with this view of the situation, 

the defendant will move the court, prior to the presentation 

of evidence, that in the exercise of your honor's sound dis-

cretion that a preliminary rule issue limiting the evidence 

in the case by the plaintiff to proof either of two years' 

separation or desertion for a period of one year. And we 

18 submit this, if your honor please: Such a ruling would do 

19 no harm to the plaintiff's position by way of the amount of 

20 
the alimony or being the blamelesa·p4rty to the divorce. It 

21 
will avert an unfortunate hurt, a bitter hurt, to innocent 

22 
parties. And by that, I mean this gentleman's mother and his 

23 three school age children. And we submit there is no earthly 

24 purpose to be served by going into the particular ground that 



2 

POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

has been alleged, 

10. 

THE COURT: I don• t have any trouble 

3 disposing of that. I have, for thirty-five years, been at the 

4 bar and on the bench. And I have never heard a motion to 

s , limit the issues in a divorce oase whe~ a statutory ground is 
' 

e '1 alleged. It depends upon proof, not the court's right to 
I 

7 rule it out in advance on the grounds that someone may be hurt 

a I agree with you, Senator, that that is certainly one of the 

9 likelihoods. But I know of no authority, when there are 

10 alleged to be several grounds for a divorce, by which the cour 

11 can make a rule compelling either party to choose as between 
I 

12 
1 
those grounds. There are alternate grounds alleged in many 

13 bills, most often when adultery is one of them. Certainly, 

14 it is no pleasure to the court to face these things. But I 

15 don't believe I have any such authority. And even if I had, 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I think that to let judges decide for lawyers on what 

1
grounds they are going to litigate their cases, when the 

grounds alleged are those provided by the statute, would be 

taking away the discretion of the lawyers. 

You 'IT.anted to say something? 

MR. PARKERSON: Yes, your honor. There 

are only two points I would like to make. And I can fully 

23 'appreciate the court's comments. The court referred to the 

24 matter of litigating this matter. The point of it is that 
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POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 

MUTUAL BUILDING 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

11. 

insofar as the defendant is capable, there is no contest on 

the matter on two statutory grounds for divorce. 'ftlere is no 

contest. He is not being adversary in this matter, insofar 

as he is permitted. We are simply asking the court in a 

preliminary fashion to choose to direct counsel to proceed 
6 

in one course. Should he fail simply of his own proof, his 
7 

witnesses are here. He can then proceed to cover every matter 

a embraced within his pleadings. I could not find any caselaw -

9 certainly no statute law -- on the subject. But it comes back 

10 ,to an equity matter. Certainly with the fact that there is 

'
1 

no contest and with the fact that we are simply here on the 
1

2 matter of what the alimony award shall be, the court could 
13 

.exercise its sound discretion. And if the court should do so, 
14 

there would certainly be no abuse. But I can appreciate the 
15 court's position. 

16 

17 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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POtlE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
'COURT REPORTERS 
, MUTUAL BUILDING 

R1Ct4MOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

12. 

. "' 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, 1 take it, before 

we get to that, you a·re overruling our motion? 

THE COURT: I did overrule it. And 1 
I . 
! heard something further on it. And I made no change in the 

ruling. 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. We except 

to the court's ruling. 

I i 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I I 
I 
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POJE, BENTON & JOHNSON 

12. icoURT REPORTERS 
I MUTUAL BUILDING 

~.~l~Cl~_M_D_N_D~,V-l_R_Gl_N_l_A~2-3_2_19~~~~~~~~~~--,-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-, 

.. 
MR. ANDERSON: Judge, I take it, before 

we get to that, you are overruling our motion? 

THE COURT: I did overrule it. And I 

heard something further on it. And I made no change in the 

ruling. 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. We except 

to the court's ruling. 

I 
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POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

Morse - Direct 13. 

JOHN B. MORSE, being first duly sworn, was 

examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 
·I 

Q. At the request of Mrs. Luisa P. Robertson 
I 

did you appraise some jewelry for her? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

MR. ANDERSON: If your honor please, if 
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POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

Morse - Direct 14. 

the purpose of this testimony is to establish the value of 

2 the jewelry which Mrs. Robertson, Jr •• possesses, we would 

a object to that. if your honor please, upon the ground that 

4 it bears no relationship to the issues involved in this hear-

s ing and that the court has absolutely no jurisdiction over 

& tangibles. There isn't even any contest, as far as I know, 

7 over the jewelry. And I refer the court to the case of Guy 

a v. Guy, in which the Virginia Supreme Court decided this 

9 very issue. So, our first objection is that the court has 

10 no jurisdiction over the tangibles, of which jewelry would be 

11 one. 

12 Secondly, I don't see what materiality or 

1a relevancy an appraisal would have if it is to establish 

14 certain gifts that Mr. Robertson gave to her. The test 

1s would be what he purchased those gifts for, not what their 

1s value is today. And this list obviously includes many items 

17 that Mr. Robertson did not give to Mrs. Robertson. 

1e And, thirdly, I say that there has been no 

19 foundation laid. If he is going to introduce this entire list 

20 of which he has given me a copy, we would object on those 

21 three grounds. 

22 MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, 

23 as the court will recall, in two separate hearings earlier 

24 this summer -- and I believe the first one was on the 19th 
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POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

Morse - Direct lS. 

day of July -- I delivered to Mr. Anderson copies of these 

appraisals as well as the appraisal by Mr. Reese. I told him 

and the court on both occasions the purpose for this. And it 

is quite simple. First, these will tend to establish the 

style and the standard of living to which Mrs. Robertson was 

accustomed during the time that her husband lived with her. 

And, secondly, and in a separate list; it 

will indicate the manner in which she was accustomed to living 

before that time and, indeed, the jewelry which she brought 

into the marriage with her. 

We think it is entirely appropriate, in foll -

ing the basic yardstick in Virginia of support -- namely, the 

customary style of living -- for the court to have the benefit· 

of knowing not only what Mrs. Robertson had when she came to 

the marriage but also what she received from her husband durin 

the course of the marriage in applying this yardstick to the 

support obligations. We think they are entirely pertinent. 

THE COURT: You all ver. here last week. 

I think the same points were raised. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And the court held at that 

time that the offer of proof of these matters would be admitte 

only for the purpose stated by plaintiff's counsel. The court 

does not assume that it has any jurisdiction to partition, 
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COURT REPORTERS 
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Morse - Direct 16. 

divide up or otherwise handle the personal property aa set 

2 out in Guy v. Guy. The objection is overruled. 

3 MR. ANDERSON: Exception. 

4 THE COURT: Excuse me a minute. The 

l5 objection is overruled, and the proof will be admitted for the 

a limited purpose only as stated by counsel for the plaintiff. 

7 MR. ANDERSON: Please note the exception 

a of the defendant for the reasons stated. 

9 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

10 Q. Mr. Morse, I hand you first an appraisal 

11 dated June 27, 1973, the first item of which is shown to be 

12 a 14-carat white gold pearl and diamond circle pin with a 

13 value of $900. I only refer to that item for purposes of 

14 identification. Do you recall making that appraisal? 

1 l5 A. Yes, sir, I do. 

16 Q. Do these items as shown on your appraisal 

17 reflect, in your opinion, their fair value? 

18 A. Yea, sir, they do. 

19 MR. CHAPPELL: I should like to intro-

20 duce this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1. 

21 MR. ANDERSON: Please note the exception 

22 of the defendant. 

23 THE COURT: Very well. 

24 NOTE: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1 
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Morse • Direct 17. 

was marked for identification. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. I hand you another appraisal, also dated 

June 27, 1973, the lead item on which, just for purposes of 

identification, is an 18-carat yellow gold leaf pin set with 

13 old mine cut diamonds, valued at $32j. Do you recall mak-

ing that appraisal? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. And do the items as set out on this 

appraisal properly reflect, in your opinion, their value? 

A. That is right, yes, sir. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I offer that as Plaintiff's 

Exhibit No. 2. 

NOTE: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 2 

was marked for identification. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. What was your charge for making these 

appraisals, Mr. Morse? 

A. I believe it was $150. 

Q. Has that been paid, to your knowledge? 

A. As far as I know. I am not up to date 

with the bookkeeper. So, I don't know. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I have no further ques-

tions. 
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Morse - Cross 18. 

THE COURT: All right, sir. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

I BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Mr. Morse, let me see if I have got these 

two exhibits straight. One of them is a four•page exhibit; 

is that correct? 

originals? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the other one is a two-page exhibit? 

A. No. One is· a three-page exhibit. 

THE COURT: Would you like to see the 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes,_ sir. t might not 

have them in proper order. 

THE WITNESS: The first one is three 

[pages and the last one was four pages. 
I 

MR. ANDER.SON: Fine. Thank you. 

NOTE: The court handed the docu-

ment to MJ:. Anderson. 

MR. ANDERSON: .I am sorry. Mine was 

Fut of order. I had to put them in proper order. 

lsY MR. ANDERSON: 

l Q. Mr. Morse, when did you make this apprais· 

l? ' 

A. June 27th of this year. 
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you? 

Morse - Cross 19. 

Q. At whose request? Who communicated with 

A. Mrs.. Robertson. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Helen 

Marie Taylor concerning this property? 

A. Mr. Anderson, the name does not ring a 

bell, to my knowledge. 

here. 

I 

;before, sir. 
I 

Q. She was the blonde lady who was sitting 

A. I don•t recall havirig ever seen the lady 

Q. Do you know when these various items 

that appear on this list were purchased? 

A~ No, sir, I do not. 

Q. Do you know by whom they were purehased? 

A. No, sir, I don't. It was given to me in 

two lots. It was not told to me who made the purchases of 

each. Some was American jewelry, and some was foreign 

Jewelry. 

Q. Do you know where they were purchased? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you agree that if these items were 
i 
purchased several years ago or some time previous to June of 

this year when you made the appraisal, the cost to the pur~ 

{~00~17 
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Morse - Cross 20. 

chaser would be much less than what you have on your list? 

A. Depending on when they were bought, yes, 

sir, they would be. 

Q. So, there really isn't any relationship, 

1is there, between the appraisal that you have made and the 

cost to the purchaser? 

A. No, sir. These are based on what we fee 1 

a :to be a fair replacement value as of that time. 

9 Q. Now, when you appraisers make an appraisa. , 

1
0 do you sometimes inqui~• -- or did you inquire on this occasio1 

11 what this was for? 

12 
A. No, sir. Usually we ask if it is for 

13 
insurance or an estate. Those are the only things we inquire 

14 for. 

15 
Q. Do you ever ask them if it is for taxes? 

16 
A. That is what I am talking about when I 

17 say "estate." 

18 
Q. Now, if the appraisal is being made for 

19 
tax purposes, it is customary, is it n~t, to make a low 

20 appraisal? 

21 

A. Yes, sir, that is right. That is going 
22 

~long with the govemment guidelines, yes, sir. 

23 
Q. Now, if it is being made for insurance 

24 
purposes ·- that is, replacement value -· you make a high 
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I 
i appraisal? 

Morse - Crdsi 21. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which is this -- high or low? 

A. This is for the replacement value. 

Q. So, this would be ·the high appraisal? 
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22. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Mr. Reese, please. 

THE COURT: Now, I underst$nd that 
3 your objection will run to Mr. Reese on the same basis? 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes~ sir. Our objection 

to the appraisal that we anticipate will·be introduced 

jby Mr. Reese -- and int'order to save time, I will make that 

objection now -- is the same objection that we stated with 

reference to the appraisal of the jewelry. 

THE COURT: Yes; sir. 

MR. ANDERSON: And I assume that the 

court will overrule us. And we will except .to the ruling 

12 'of the court. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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23 

24 
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MAX REESE, being first duly sworn, was ex-

2 amined and testified as follows: 

3 DIRECT. EXAMINATION 

4 BY MRe CHAPPELL: 
. I . 
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Reese - Direct 26. 

Q. At the request of Mrs. Luisa P. Robert-. 

son, did you appraise certain furniture and furnishings at 

her apartment in the Berkshire Apartments at 300 West Franklin 

Street? 

A. I did. 

Q. I hand you a writing consisting of seven 

pages and ask you to look at it. And I ask you if this is 

your appraisal? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does this appraisal fairly and accurately 

reflect the value of the items listed thereon which you found 

in the apartment? 

Ao That is correct. 

NOTE: Plaintiff's Exhibit ~o. 3 

was marked for identification. 

THE WITNESS: May I elaborate just a little 

bit on the value of the items that I stated and how I arrived 

at them? 

MR. CHAPPELL: Please do. 

THE WITNESS: When we apPf,:l~se·;,::for insurance 

purposes, we appraise on a replacement value. We assume that 

since this is for insurance purposes, the articles will be 

completely destroyed or damaged and that one has to replace 

them. And depreciation would be entailed there when it comes 

00052 
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to antiques. 

Reese - Direct 
Cross 27. 

2 Now, it is appraised at a price range that 

3 you ~ld have to go to a source such as 57th Street in New 

4 York City or London to replace some of the antiques and the 
I 

~ hand-made furniture in this apartment. 

e BY MR. aiAPPELL: 

7· Q. I take it these are quite handsome items?) 

a A. Very, yes, sir. 

9 MR. CHAPPELL: I have no £Urther ques-

10 ,tions. 
l 

11 

12 CROSS EXAMINATION 

13 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

14 Q. Mr. Reese, you made this appraisal, you 

us •aid, for insurance purposes; is that correct? 

16 A. That is correct. 

17 Q. When did you make it? 

18 A. July 11 of this. year. 

19 Q. Now, if you had made the appraisal for 

20 tax purposes or for estate purposes, it l«>uld have been a 

21 lower appraisal, l«>uld it not? 

22 A. Yes. If it had been for tax purposes, 

23 they would be considered items that were sold under stress. 

24 Q. Who communicated with you to make this 
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28.-

appraisal? 

A. Mrs. Robertson. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Mrs. 

~elen Marie Taylor? 

A. Just outside. 

Q. Do you know her? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. How many years have you known her? 

A. Mrs. Taylor? 

Q. Yes. 

A. A good long while. I don*t know. I 

ikoutd say she has been a customer of ours for 15 years or 10 

~ears. 
r Q;, Did she discuss with you at any time the 

lppraisal of these items? 

A. No. 

I 
Q. Did you know when you made the appraisal 

ihich items belonged to Mrs. Robertson and which items belongec 

~o some other person? 

A. No. They weren't mentioned. 

Q. Who was present when you made your ap-

)raiaal? 

I A. Mrs. Robertson. 

Q. And she pointed out the items to you that 
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Reese - Cross 29. 

you were to appraise? 

A. No. She left to me what I thought was 

worth appraising, which covered almost everything in the entire 

' apartment. 

Q. Are you telling us that there are some 

items that you did not appraise? 

A. Well, kitchen utensils and things like 

that. I don't think I have those listed here. 

items came from? 

them, yes. 

Q. Was the apartment completely furnished? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now; you do not know where any of these 

A. No. 

Q. You don't know when they were purchased? 

A. No. 

Q. And you don't know the amount? 

A. No. 

THE COURT: The amount paid for them? 

MR. ANDERSON: The amount paid for 

'111E WITNESS: That doesn't enter into 

it when you do an appraisal. What the person paid for an 

article doesn't enter into it. Because the values change 

from year to year. And so .far, they have only been going 

(.)0055 



POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
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straight up. 

Reese - Cross 30. 

2 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

3 Q. Well, the reason I asked the question 

4 about the ownership of the items is that it is sometimes 

s customary, as you know, to have on loan, say, from the Virginia 

6 Museum of Fine Arts, a painting or a piece of furniture. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

A. Well, if the person informs me about that. 

fine. 

Q. Excuse me. ~et.,~e finish my question. 

A. Excuse me. 

Q. That is the reason l asked you whether 

you inquired about the ownership. 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. You did not? 

A. No. 

Q. Being in the antique business, Mr. Reese, 

17 you are conversant with the fact that there are some items 

1a 'that you cannot replace, aren't you? 

19 A. There is no question about that.. In 

20 :antiques, it is very seldom that you could find the exact 

21 item. You could find a similar item. 

22 Q. But it is very hard to find an item of 

23 the same period, isn't it? 

. 24 A. Well, yes, depending on -- well, no. You 
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COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILQINC3 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

Reese - Cross 31.-

can find articles in the same period. But the question is 

2 Whether you would find one as fine or similar or close to the 

3 one that you had. 

4 Q. And I believe you mentioned that you woulc 

s have to go to London or New York to find these items? 

6 A. Well, not necessarily. You might find 

7 them here in Richmond. You might find them at your next 
I 

a door neighbor's house. We never know where we are going to 

9 flnd them. The object of an appraisal of this type is that 

10 you are able to go, in order to replace the article, to a 

11 shop on 57th Street who is paying $18.000 a year for a very 

12 small shop. And he wants one price. And you· can walk into 

13 ~ junk store like Reese's and you can buy things for a whole 

14 lot less. 

ts nIE OOURT: I hadn't heard that. 

16 MR. ANDERSON: I am glad we have that 

17 on the record. That may come back to haunt you. 

1 a BY MR. ANDERSON: 

19 Q. Mr. Reese. I notice that one of the items 

20 you have on the first page here is a color TV and table. You 

21 don't consider yourself a television appraiser, do you? 

22 A. No. It is not part of the fine art. 

23 But I was asked -- this is really not a fine art appraisal, 

24 because it includes those things. This was a household ap-
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Reese - Cross 32. 

praisal, really. But I was asked to appraise about what it 

2 would cost to replace it. That is all. 

3 Q. Well, just looking through your list herei 

4 on the second page, there is a Queen Anne lowboy. Do you 

s consider that a piece that you would have a hard time replac-

6 :bg? 

7 A. Definitely. 

a Q. Do you know of a similar piece in the 

9 Richmond area that is available for·· sale? 

10 A. I don't know of a walnut one. There are 

11 oak ones. 

12 On the English market today, I doubt 

13 if you could buy wholesale a walnut lowboy With cshriole legs 

14 and with spoon feet -- I doubt if you could buy one today on 

1s the market for $1,500 wholesale. 

16 Q. On the third page, I notice you have 

17 got "Desk, walnut, American." 
I 

18 A. Right. 

19 Q. Aren't they very, very difficult to find? 

20 A. Very. 

21 Q. Do you know of any? 

22 A. Yes. This one was particularly beautiful, 

23 It is a very lovely little Southern desk. I know they average 

24 between $2,500 and $2,800. S~wh8re around there. Anywhere 
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Ree•e ... Cross 
33. 

from $2,000 to $2,aoo. depending on their quality. 

Q. You don't know offhand, do you, of any 

3 place that you could purchase one? 

4 A.. I have one in stock right now that is 

s in our Window. It is marked $1, 950 because it has new feet 

6 and new braces. 
I 
I 

7 Q. And this does not have that? 

8 A. This does not have that. 

9 Q. This has all of the original wood? 

10 A. Well, If I remember correctly, I don't 

11 think the braces were original. I have forgotten. I didn't 

12 mention it in the appraisal. 

13 Q. Now, I notice down at the bottom of that 

14 page, you have got "portrait, w. s. Robertson, Sr." Did you 

ts know Mr. Robertson, Sr.? 

16 A. Yes. I have done business with him. 

17 Not much, but just a little. That $2,000 valuation is modest. 

18. 

19 

20 side chair. 

21 

22 
/i 

23 BY MR. ANDER.SON: 

24 

Q. .It is what? 

A. Modest. That is a very fine Hepplewhite 

MR. CHAPPELL: What page is that on? 

THE WITNESS: Page 4. The third item. 

Q. I just picked out a few pieces there, 
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from $2,000 to $2,800• depending on their quality. 

2 Q. You don't know offhand, do you, of any 

3 place that you could purchase one? 

4 A.. I have one in stock right now that is 

s in our window. It is marked $1,950 because it has new feet 

a and new braces. 

7 Q. And this does not have that? 

a A. This does not have that. 

9 Q.. This has al 1 of. the original wood? 

10 A. Well, If I remember correctly, I don't 

1 1 think the braces were original. I have forgotten. I didn't 

12 mention it in the appraisal. 

13 Q. Now, I notice down at the bottom of that 

14 page, you have got "portrait, w. s. Robertson, Sr." Did you 

1s know Mr. Robertson, Sr.? 

16 A. Yes. I have done business with him. 

17 Not much, but just a little. That $2,000 valuation is modest. 

18. 

19 

20 side chair. 

21 

23 BY Mll. ANDERSON: 

.24 

Q. It is what? 

A. Modest. That is a very fine Hepplewhite 

MR. CHAPPELL: What page is that on? 

THE WITNESS: Page 4. The third item. 

Q. I just picked out a few pieces there, 

00059 
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MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMONO, VIRGINIA 23219 

Reese - Cross 
Redirect 

34. 

Mr. Reese. You said you didn't know the own$X'Ship of them? 

2 You said you didn't know whether they were on loan to Mrs. 

3 Robertson or not? 
I 

4 A. I do not know. 

5 Q. You have already said that assuming that 

e these items were acquired some years ago, the acquisition 

7 price would be lower? 

a 'IHE COURT: The descriptive term was 

9 ~'They have gone straight up. " 

10 THE WITNESS: It has nothing to do with 

11 what you paid for these items. 

' 12 MR. ANDERSON: I have no further ques-. 

13 tions. 

14 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

15 BY Mil. CHAPPELL: 

16 Q. Mr. Reese, I failed to ask you if you i 
17 

I 
recall the amount of your fee that you charged fortbis ap-

18 praisal. 

19 A. I am sorry. I do not know. Mrs. Robert-

20 aon, I am sure, would know. I can call my office. 

21 Q. If I suggested $207 .SO, would that sound 

22 reasonable? 

23 A. It could be, yes. 

24 Q. Do you also have a charge for appearing 
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I 

Reese - Redirect 

I 
here this morning as an expert witness? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is tha t charge? 

35. 

A. .$50.00 an hour. That is my basic charge. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I have no further ques• 

tions • 
. I 

MR. ANDERSON: If your honor please, we 

~ve that the testimony with reference to the cost of the 

!appraisal and the cost of his testimony be stricken as not 

being relevant. 

THE COURT: Overruled.· 

MR. ANDERSON: Exception noted. 
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 
36. 

LUISA PINILLOS ROBERTSON, being first duly 

sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, tell us your name and 
I 

your age, please. 

A. Luisa Pinillos Robertson. Forty-nine 

years old. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, would you speak up so 

10 that the Judge and the court reporter can hear you. 

11 A. Yes, sir. 

12 Q. Where do you live? 

13 A. 300 West Franklin Street. 

14 Q. That is known as the Berkshire Apartments 

1 !5 A. The Berkshire Apartments, yes. 

16 Q. What was your maiden name? 

17 A. Luisa Pinillos. 

18 Q. What is the country of your birth? 

19 A. Peru. 

20 Q. You apparently are a naturalized citizen 

21 of this country also? 

22 A. I have been for two years. 

23 Q. When were you married to Walter s. 
24 Robertson, Jr.? 
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jBarranco, Peru. 

Mrs. Robertson - Direct 37. 

A. We were married June 19, 1965, in 

MR. ANDERSON: There is no issue that 

they were married. I don*t think it is necessary to put the 

1certificate in. I believe the rule is if it is a Virginia 

marriage, you have to have a certified copy of the marriage 

,license and certificate. If it i~ a foreign marriage, you 

don't need it. 

MR. CHAPPELL: In view of Mr. Anderson's 

concession, I will not add another exhibit on there • 

THE COURT: All right, sir. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Identify your husband's father. Who was 

he? 

A. He was a great gentleman. He was 

Assistant in the State Department for the Far East and a very 

respected and beloved gentleman. 

Q. He is now deceased? 

A. Yes. Unfortunately, he died on January 

18 . t 19iZO. It was a great loss for all of us. 

Q. Where did he and your DX>ther-in-law live? 

A. They lived at a beautiful mansion called 

Milburn at 315 Locke Lane. 

Q. How long have you lived at 300 West 
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oouRT REPORTERS Mts. Robertson - Direct 
MUTUAL BUILDING 38. 
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Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia? 

2 
A. Since we came here some time iti July 

3 1965. over eight years. 
4 

Q. You and your husband are dc>miciled in the 
I 

~tate of Virginia? 

6 A. Yes, sir, we are. 
7 

Q. And you both have been bona fide residents 
8 of the State of Virginia and the cf.,ty of Richmond for more 

e than a year? 

10 
A. Yes, sir. 

11 
Q ~ Both you and your husband are members of 

12 ttie white race? 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Both of you are over the age of 21 years? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And neither of you is a member of the 

Armed Forces of the United States? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were any children born of this marriage? 

A. None. 

Q. Where did you and your husband last live 

together or cohabit as man and wife? . 

A. At Apartment 604-E at the Berkshire. 

Q. That is 300 west Franklin Street? 

00064 
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Mrs. Robertson - Direct 39. 

A. 300 West Franklin Street. 

Q. In Richmond, Virginia? 

A. In Richmond, Virginia, yes. 

4 Q. You have heard Mr. Reese testify con-

s cerning an appraisal of the furniture and furnishings in your 

6 apartment, have you not? 

7 A.· Yes. 

a Q. You are famil~ar with that appraisal be-

s. cause you ordered it? 

10 A. No. Most of the furniture belongs to 

11 Mrs. Walter Robertson, Sr. 

12 Q. But you asked Mr. Reese to make the 

13 appraisal? 

14 A. Oh, yes, sir, I did. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 Q. At my request, Mrs. Robertson, hav~ you 

23 takeT". a copy of the Reese appraisal, which is Plaintiff's 

24 ·Exl",Lbit No. 3, and have you. noted in' the margin what you 
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Mrs. Robertson • Direct 40. 

believe to be the ownership of the various pieces of property 

on that appraisal? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I hand you this writing, which is 7-page 

copy of the appraisal, and ask you if you will identify it as 

that on which you made these marginal notes? 

A. Yes. They are signed by me also. 

MR. CHAPPEI.l.~ I should like to intro­

duce this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4. 

THE COURT: All right. 

NOTE: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4 

was marked for identification. 

THE COURT: The only difference is to 

show mat she believes to be the ownership of the various 

items? 

MR. CHAPPELL: That is correct. 

MR. ANDERSON: We again, if ·your honor 

please, object to the introduction of this evidence upon the 
' ground that the court has no jurisdiction over the ownership, 

of the items. And this is a matter that is not material or 

relevant to this hearing. 

n1E COURT: Let me pose this question 

to you. Suppose a man and a woman are married and he is keep­

ing her in a Fifth Avenue Apartment on which he is paying 
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$175,000 a year and has rented the furniture at $25,000 a 

2 year. Don't you think that would be a question that the court 

3 could consider as to the standard of living in coming to the 

4 answer? 

s I talked to. Justice, McNaJlx Q: .. tb.e 

s Supreme Court, who taught at the college, on this question. 

7 And he made a very interesting.,comment. Or he taught more 
\ 

a in the field of recognizing divorces as between states and 

e countries. But he also got into this question of ''What do 

10 you consider when you consider the standard of living?" Now, 

11 the court wouldn't, in that case that I have posed, have any-

12 thing on earth to do with the furniture except to consider it 

13 as to what standard of living the wife was accustomed to. 

14 MR. ANDERSON; He is the New York 

1s Justice? 

16 THE COURT: New York State, yes. 

17 MR. ANDERSON: I don't ··know what the 

1e rule is in New York. But the question that the court posed 

1e was if this furniture was rented and if the rontal of this 

20 furniture was $25,000 a year. Yes, I think it would be materi 1 

21 and relevant, because that is a cost of living to 

22 But this in no way related to the cost of living. The furnit 

23 is there. If it is on loan by ~s. Walter Robertson, Sr. --

24 which the evidence will disclose since we have gotten into 

. '00067 
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this and will have to go into it further --

42. 

2 THE COURT: Well, hel"e again you are 

3 telling me what the evidence is going to show in the future, 

4 which I don't know. 

MR. ANDER.SON: Well, Judge, what I am 

e eaying is that the value of this furniture is relevant only 

7 insofar as it relates to the cpst of living. Now, if it is a 

a question of what the insurance premium would be, that would 

e be relevant. If this furniture costs more to keep up, then 

10 I think it would certainly be relevant. But certainly the 

11 appraised value of this furniture is not relevant to this 

12 hearing. And certainly the ownership of it would not be 

13 relevan t to this hearing. 

14 MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, 

us. I certainly had not intended to get involved in the argument 

1s on issues such as this, which I think more appropriately would 

17 come at the end of the evidence. But we may as well meet it 

1e headon if Mr. Anderson desires that we do it this way. 

1 e Quite simply we believe that this ap-

20 praisal and the testimony that will come before the court 

21 will amply demonstrate that Mrs. Robertson and her husband, 

22 when he lived there, lived in a very hanq~e style. And the 

23 handsomeness of the style of their living is bea·t attested 

24 by the furniture and furnishings in their apartment. Just a 
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hasty review of the Reese appraisal and, indeed, Mr. Reese's 

2 very candid comments a short while ago, indicate this standard 

3 Indeed, the evidence will show that part of this furniture 

4 is owned by Mrs. Robertson, Sr. Some of the things are owned 

s by my client, the plaintiff. And some items apparently are 

6 owned by the defendant. But assume, if you will, that at any 

7 stage, any of these items are ''X'.anoved which do not belong to 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

t!S 

.. 

my client. Then there is a deprivation of the standard of 

living. I am not going to ask the court today for a lump 

sum allowance such as was mentioned in the Turner case; be­

cause, as Mr. Anderson has said, by virtue of the good offices 

of Mrs. Robertson, Sr., and, indeed, of the defendant up until 

today, the furniture is still there. 

But I will tell the court right now, so that 

there will be no mistake about it, what I am going to ask the 

16 court to do. And you can be considering this as you consider 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

the evidence. I have a sketch of a decree. And I have in her 

a provision that will read such as this, which I at the 

appropriate time w.1.11 ask the court about: 

" * * * adjudge"', ordered and decreed that 

if and when any or all of the furniture and fu.xnishings presen ly 

located in the apartment at 300 West Franklin Street, Richmond 

Virginia, are removed, therefrom at the instance of the defend-
:t· ' 

ant or any other party or parties other than the plaintiff, 
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the defendant promptly thereafter shall replace the same with 

2 furniture and furnishings of comparable quality and value." 

3 I think I am entitled to have this 

4 relief. And I make no bones about it. This is what I am goillJ, 

s ~o ask for. 

6 THE COURT: The objection is overruled. 

7 MR. ANDE.~N: Exception noted, if your 

a honor please. 

9 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

10 Q. Mrs. Robertson, at my request, did you 

11 ~ttempt to translate the appraised valuatiOns as shown on the 

12 ~eese appraisal, Plaintiff•s Exhibit No. 3, with the owner-

13 ship Which you have indicated on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4 and 

14 come up with some round figures as to dollar values as to 

1s ownership? 

16 A. Yes, sir. I make it separated what 

t7 belongs to Mrs. Robertson, Sr., a~d what I brought from Peru 

1e and what belongs to my husband and what we have joint together, 

19 Q. I will hand you your handwritten notes 

20 to help you refresh your recollection. Would you indicate 

21 the totals in each of those categories? 

22 THE COURT: . You offered an exhibit 
' 

23 which never got in. 

24 NOTE: The document was handed to 
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the court. The document was tnarked 

Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4 for identifi-

cation. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I d:ld this. 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, may I see that? 

e It might save sane time in cro~s examination if we can see it 

7 now. 

8 nlE CDURT: All right. 

9 NOTE: The document was handed to 

10 Mr. Anderson. 

11 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

12 Q. Referring to your notes, then, would you 

13 piease indicate the amounts in each of the categories of 

14 ownerehip? 

IS A. Mrs. Walter Robertson, Sr., $21,940. 

1 e My husband, Mr• • Walter Robertson, Jr. , $6, 800. But there is 
' .7. .. '· "' .' "t• ~ 

17 a clause here. I mean, it belongs to his uncle. 

18 

19 

20 

21 ship of that? 

22 

23 

24 figure is what? 

Q. What is the item to which you refer? 

A. A painting. 

Q. There is some question as to the owner-

A:. Exactly. And it is $1,800. 

Q. But even including that, your husband's 

·c. ' '·' 
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A. $6,800. 

2 MR. ANDERSON: Wait a minute. Did you 
' 
I 

3 i.nclude the painting in the $6,800? 

4 THE.WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. 

6 THE WITNE:SS: Then, what we own together 1 

7 m;y husband and I, $4,257. And what I brought from Peru, 

8 $~2,408. 
I 

9 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

10 

11 

Q. What is your husband's employment? 

A. My husband is the Vice-President for 

12 Universal Leaf Tobacco Company. 

13 

14 

Q. How long has he been with that company? 

A. I believe since he was twenty-one. About 

is twenty-five years. 

16 Q. What does he do? 

17 A. He is Vice-President for Universal Leaf. 

1a He used to buy tobacco. And he travels. He used to travel 

19 tq the territory of the northern part of Europe and South 

20 AIQerica once a year. And every two years, he traveled to 

21 C•ntral America also. 

22 Q. When you married him in 1965, did he 

23 travel a .great deal in connection with his job? 

24 A. Well, yes, sir. We used to travel~ We 

00072 
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were out of the country almost three months out of the year. 

We were one month in Europe and a month and a half in South 
i 

America and Central America. And then we had two weeks 

vacation. And usually he used to take me to Peru. 

Q. And you accompanied him on these various 
'·' b:usiness trips that he took? 

A. Yes, sir. And some people in his company 
· .. ,,, 

believe that I was an asset because I spoke the language, 

Spanish. 

Q. Did you assist him in interpr•ting on 

occasion? 

A. On occasion, yes, sir, I translated 

for him or helped him with his customers or agents in South 

America. 

Q. On these trips, did he entertain any of 

his cuetoniers and did you assist in that? 

A. Oh, yes. We entertained, and we were 

entertained. 

Q. How about back in this country in your 

apartment and elsewhere? Did yQu assist your h'tlaband in 

entertaining his customers? 

A. Yes. We entertained at home and also at 

the clubs -- the Commonwealth Club or the Bull and Bear Club. 

Q. Did you ever have occasion to entertain 
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A. Well, a few times• My mother-in-law 

w:as very kind to of fer her ·home whenever she was away from 

Jichmond. She has a very good staff. And instead of me 

~oing the cooking, we could entertain in· her house. Which 

le did a few times. 

Q. Did you visit Milburn frequently? 

A. Quite often, yes. 

Q. Do you still visi.t Milburn? 

A. Yes, I go more or less once a week and 

have dinner with my mother-in-law,·· which I admire and respect 

jery much. 
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' 

I 

-- ---------

Q. Prior to your marriage, were you employed 

A. Yes. I worked with Pan American Grace, 
I an airline, for 15 years. 
I 

L 
I 

Q. During the course of your employment, 

you have occasion to be decorated by your government? 

I A. I was decorated by the Peruvian President 

1a for distinguished service to my country and my company on 

19 July 25, 1960. 

20 i 
I Q. Since your marriage, have you been em-

21 ~loyed? 
22 I A. No, sir. 

I 

23 Q. You have been a housewife? 

24 A. It was only 17 days between the time I 
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left my work and the time we were married. I left my work on 

2 June 2, 1965, and we were married June 19th. 

3 THE COURT: I think the question was 

4 q&ve you been employed at all since your marriage? 

THE WITNESS: No, I haven't. 

e BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

7 Q. Do you have any training for employment? 

a A. No, sir. ,,, 

9 Q. Of any sort? 

10 A. No, sir. 

t 1 Q. Since your marriage, have you had occaeto1 

12 to have any ill~ss or go to the hospital within the last two 

13 or three years? 

14 A. Yes. I had an operation in 1971 -- in 

1s December 1971. I was quite 111 during that year and I went 

16 to the hospital. And I had this operation on the 20th of 

17 December, 1971. 

18 Q. What was the nature of the oi)eration? 

19 A. Well, I was quite anemic •. It was a lady'E 
20 operation. 

21 MR. CHAPPELL: A little later, there 

22 will be introduced by agreement of counsel some joint tax 

23 returns. And rather than break the stream of testimony, I 

24 . would like to just ask the witness if the only income that she 
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had during her marriage as such is shown on theee jotnt tax 

returns. Is that correct? 

THE WITNESS: That is correct. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. And they would be some dividends on some 

investments that you had? 

A. Yes. I brought just a few thousand 

a from Peru. And I have them in the Investment Corporation of 

9 Virginia. I think it amounts to $6.900 or $7,000 all together~ 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Do you have any money in the bank? 

A. I have, I think, about $4,400 or $4,600. 

Q. Do you have any money in any savings 

accounts? 

A. No, sir. That is all t have. 

Q. And, of cour8&, you have the property 

$hown on the Reese appraisal, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3? You 

have the property shown on Mr. Reese's appraisal that you 

have indicated as yours on Plaintiff' a Exhibit .No. 3 and 4? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mrs. Robertaon, I hand you tvo items, 

Plaintiff's Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2, they being the Schwarzschilc 

appraisals. 

A. Yes. one is a copy of jewelry that I 

acquired before my marriage. They were presents that my mothe1~ 
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gave me. And the other one is presents from my husband during 

the six years we were married. 

Q. Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1 would be the 

one involving your husband's gifts to you?. 

A. Yes. 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, it ia understood 

that our objection continues through this line of questioning? 

THE COURT:·· So l understand, yes. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. And Plaintiff's Exhbit No. 2 is the 

jewelry that you brought into the marriage yourself? 

.A. Yes• sir. 

Q. During the time that your husband lived 

with you, did you have any money problems or financial 

proble1D8? 

A. No. My husband was a very generous 

person. The only money I received was the money for the house, 

But apart from that, he told me to charge anything that t likec 

or wanted or needed. And he never denied me anything. 

for two years. 

happened? 

Q. Do you and your husband live together now~ 

A. No. We haven't been living together 

Q. Why do you not live together? What 
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A. Well, it started about three years ago. 

A friend of ours came passing by Richmond and called me. 

Q. What was her name? 

A. Katheryn Wagner. She was married to a 

friend of ours in qoata Rica. And she told me a very sad 
' I 
story. And l felt sorry for her, and I invited her to have 

dinner. At that time, it was in my mother-in-law's house. 

Because she was vac:ationing at her youngest son's in East­

hampton. 

I invited her to stay with us for a few 

weeks. But that night my husband took her and her friend home 

and never came back until six o'clock. And that was enough 

:for me not to keep on the invitation. And I didn't ever 

answer the pbOne. The time passed, and I went to Peru for 

15 my father and mother•s golden anniversary. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. What year was this? 

A. This was in 1970. 

Q. 1970? 

A. Yes, sir, 1970• I went in August. I 

was supposed to be sworn in to become an Alnerican citizen, 

but my father got an operation in October,.and then I stayed 

for the golden anniversary. I came back and surprised my 

husband for C~ristmas. But I realized that I wasn't welcome. 

I didn't know for what reason. But he told me that everything 
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would be all right and that he will explain to me. So, I took 

2 ~ff in_ five days and went back to Peru. He wae supposed to 

3 join me in December, but he never did. He was supposed to . 

4 meet me in January. He came for two days. And then he took 

s 9ff for Brazil, and· he said, 0 Well, I will·explain when I 

e will come back." 

7 Well, there never came an explanation until 

a : l asked him if there was somethdng between him and somebody 

9 else. And he said, "Ye.a, I am in love with somebody else." 

10 

11 

Q. Who was that person that he identified? 

A. He didn't want to mention the name. But 

12 he said he was very much in love and that he couldn't leave 

13 her. At that time, I decided -· I make up my mir.d that I 

14 ehould try to save my marriage, and I came back to Richmond. 

1 !5 Q. Did you attempt to disauade him from 

16 seeing this other woman? 

17 A. Yes. I beg him and I cry. When I 

1a arrived back in Richmond, somebody told me who she was. And 

19 then I realized that all this affair had been going on since 

20 aome time in August or September 1!70. 

21 Q. Well, now, I direct your attention to 

22 August 1~, 19 71, and ask you what happened on that day? 

23 A. That day, my husband told me that we 

24 couldn't go on like that. He told me that he had decided to 

,Q0080t' 
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leave the apartment. And be went to his mother's house. 

Q. And has he returned to the apartment 

S6. 

3 tD live with you since August 11. 1971? 

4 A. No.. He has come many times to pay me 

s visits. And three or four times. he has come at very odd 

e hours, like 3:00 o'clock in the morning or S:OO o'clock in 

7 the moming, and with a little alcohol. And sometimes he 

8 even broke the chain. 

9 Q. He broke the chain? 

10 A. The chain on my door, yes. At 3:00 

1
1 and 5:00 o'clock in the morning. tlh.ich would kind of scare 

1 ~ anybody• you know. 

13 Q. He now, 'as far as you know, lives at 

14 his mother's home? 

ts 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. Well, I know that he slQeps there. -.:.._..--

Q. Where elae do you have reason to believe 

he may be staying? 

A. Well, right in front of my apartment at 

104 West Franklin Street at the Lexington Towers. 

Q. Who lives there? 

A. Mrs. Wagner. Katheryn Wagner. Actually, 

her window faces my three windows. So, it is inevitable that 

23 I see that light shining when she turns it on or off. 

24 Q. Do you have occasion to see your husband s 
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automobile in the vicinity? 

2 A. Very of ten. 

3 Q. Where is it parked? 

4 A. The parking lot behind the Lexington 

s Towers, between Grace and Franklin. 

6 Q. Did you employ a private detective to 

7 look into this matter? 

a 

9 

10 

11 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. llho was he? 

A. Mr. McDougle. 

Q. After Mr. Mc Doug le commenced his 

12 investigation, did you have occasion to see your huaband and 

13 Mrs. Wagner together? 

14 A. Yes. I saw them once kissing and 

1s embracing each other in the parking lot on an evening as they 

1 s were coming· from some party or aomewhere. 

17 Q. I direct your specific attention to the 

1a evening of December 16 1 1972 and possibly the early morning 

1e of December 17, 1972. And I ask you what: happened then? 

20 A. Around 11=30 • Mr. and Mrs. Mc Doug le and 

21 I went to the Lexington Towers. And we arrived at Apartment 

22 1409. Mr. ~Dougle knocked at the door. And my husband 

23 opened the door, and he asked him if he was Mr. Robertaon. 

24 He said, "Yes, I am Walter Robertson." Well, it was just 
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like as if he were the owner of the apartment. 

2 Q. Who was there? 

3 A. Mrs. Wagner and him. 

4 Q. Was anything said at that time by either 

s Mrs. Wagner or your husband? 

6 A. We 11, my husband told me how did I dare 

7 to do anything like that. But he had been hurting me much 

a too deeply, and I thought it wae time for me to look after 

e myself. 

10 Q. Since that occasion, have you had an 

11 opportunity to observe your husband's movements in the vicinit~r 

12 of your apartment and Lexington Towers? 

13 A. No. Only his car. 

14 Q. You see his car? 

1S A. Quite often, yes. 

16 Q. As recently as how long ago? 

17 A. Well, seven days. Or ten days. 

18 Q. Seven to ten days ago? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And it would be at the Lexington Apart-
21 ments? 

22 A. Lexington Towers. In the back of the 

23 building at different places. Because apparently there is no 

24 number. 
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Q. Tell me about your interests. Do you 

belong to any clubs? 

A. I belong to the Virginia Museum of Fine 

4 Arte. I belong to the Valentine Museum. I have joined 

s lately the Country Club of Virginia. I belong to the Ristoricill 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Society, which my father-in-law was very proud of. And the 

Preservation of Antiquities. 

Q. The Virginia Association for the Preserve· 

tion of Antiquities? 

A. Yes. I am sorry. My English doesn't 

help me much. 

Q. What hobbies or interests do you have 

13 and how do they relate to any of these meuherships? 

14 A.. Well, I always liked art. I have taken 

1s music •• g~itar. Then when I was alone, I started taking 

1 s karate lessons. Then I saw that if 1 joined the Country 

17 Club, I could go and awim or maybe •• well, 1 was atarting 

1a some golf lessons before I was married, and maybe I could keep 

19 on doing that here. 

20 Q. Mrs. Robertson, h•ve you, at my request, 

21 prepared a list of expenses which you believe to be appropriatt 

22 for the standard of living to which yqu were accustomed when 

23 you were living with your husband? 

24 A. Yes. 
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MR. ANDERSON: Well, now, if your-honor 

please, I don't believe it is her judgmant to make such a 

60. 

statanent as that. . 'l'he statttment that she has prepared, if it 

is, in fact, her living expenses,- that is one thing. But I 

don't think that she can establish her own standa~d. And I 

would object to it on that basis. 

MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, quite 

obviously, since.her husband baa left and since the benefits 

Which arose from the marriage relationship when he lived 

there in a filUlncial area •• since this is what we are. speaki 

of •• have terminated, these are directed t0wards the expenses 

according to her standard of living when her husband lived 

with her. And we will bring out what has happened to it since 

then. But I cannot imagine any other way we can prove the 

matter. 

THE COURT: The objection is overruled. 

MR. ANDERSON: Exception noted, if your 

honor ple~se. 
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8Y MR. CHAPPELL: 

Mr•. Robertson - J)!dct ....... 61. 

Q. The paper I have just handed you-, Mrs. 

'$obertson, is that the list which you prepared at my request? 

A. Yes. 

MR. CHAPPELL: At this time, I should 

like to introduce this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 5. And, 

judge, if you will mark the copy you have, she can testify 

from the other one. 

NOTE: Plaintiff~s Exhibit No. 5 

was marked for identification. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Does this list fairly reflect the 

expenses related to your standard of living when you were 

living with your huaband? 

A. Yes, I guess so. I am sure so. 

Q. On what basis did you arrive at this 

iist? How did you do it? 

A. Well, it was quite difficult for me; 

because since I came here, my husband took care of everything 

but the household money, as he called it. So, I have to find 

Qut about Blue Shield-Blue Cross. I called the insurance 

~ompany. And I am a foreigner here, and I never did this 
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kind of thing. So, I came to the conclusion that this is 

62. 

what we used to more or less spend together when my husband 

was living with me. 

MR. ANDERSON: We object to the state• 

ment, if your honor please, on the basis that by the witness' 

own testimony, much of i~ is heresay. We certainly 

f"Ouldn't object to it if it is supported by expenditures. 

THE COURT: MUch of it is hearsay; 

much of it is conjecture; much of it is her best judgment. 

And the court will have to accept it in that light. I realize, 

as Mr. Chappell stated, that it is the best you can do. We 

use them every day in this court and in every court of record 

having divorce jurisdiction around here, realizing that you 

can't accept them as gospel but merely as guidelines or some-

thing aiming at the mark. 

MR. ANDERSON: We except to the court's 

ruling. 

THE COURT: Very we 11. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Now, let's take some of the more 

prominent items. Let's take apartment rent and parking. 

Where did you obtain that information? 

A. From Mrs. Childress. She told me that 

they were going to increase the apartment rent. This covers 
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the apartment and the garage. 

Q. And the garage? 

A. The garage, yes. 

Q. Who is Mrs. Childress? 

A. She is the manager at the Berkshire. 

63. 

& She told me they were going to increase it starting in June. 

7 Q. "'he household money, food, and so ... 
I 

a forth -- how was that derived? 

9 A. Well, this is what my husband had been 

10 giving me until now for household. And all the rest, I just 

11 charged it to him, as he asked me to do. 

12 Q. Does this $475 monthly payment go back 

13 even during the period when you and your husband were living 

14 together? 

1 !5 A. Oh, yes, sir. He increased me from 

16 $375 before he left me to $475. And then he kept on paying 

17 all of the bills, whatever I needed or bought, u~til last 

18 October. Then he cancelled all the charge accoUllts. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q. And you have just indicated that you 

obtained the insurance information by telephone from Blue 

Cross? 

A. Yes. Mr. Paul came to see me. 

23 Q. The household insurance figure, I take 

24 it, is precisely what is paid now? 
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yes, sir. 

determine that? 

Mrs. Robertson • Direct 64. 

A. Yes. That is what he was giving me, 

Q. And your car expenses .... how did you 

Q. And the other items •• telephone, pharmac·r, 
. ' 

dentist, and doctor -- are based on similar information that 

you obtained? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On page 2 the listing of clothes, 

cosmetics, and related items, $200 ·- how did you arrive at 

that? 

A. Well, I even spent more than that when 

I was married to my husband. Because we used to travel, as 

I said, once a year to Europe. And I bought all of my 

european s~oes there, about eight or ten pairs, and silk and 

good fabrics and perfumes. And with this amount, I don't 

-.an that I am going to buy a coat every month. But it is 

one thing or another ·- shoes, bags, cosmetics, whatever a 

]Ady needs. 

Q. Now, the jewelry item, I believe, is 
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self-explanatory. But how did you arrive at that? 

A. Well, by the total of the amount of my 

3 husband's presents divided by six years by twelve. 

4 Q. So, this appraisal, which was introduced 

~ · •s Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1, I take it, totals $12,350 --

6 that is, the gifts from Mr. Robertson to you? 

7 A. (,hat is the amount? 

8 Q. Look at the schedule. What is the 

9 number on there? 

10 A. $12,350. 

11 
Q. And that is the total of the jewelry 

12 that your husband gave you on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A. Yes, sir .. 

Q. Your next item is entertainment at home 

and at clubs. Please explain that. 

A. Well, when my husband and I wre living 

together, we entertained at home and we entertained in the 

18 clubs. And, of course, I just took care of the household. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

And he was the one who paid for the outside dinners and 

liquor in the house. And now I have to just do it by myself. 

Q. The next item is club dues. I take it 

these are specific dues that are paid by you? 
I 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And similarly under "Classes," where did 

00090 
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you get these figures? 

66. 

A. Well, because I take karate for almost 
I 
a year and a half. And then I have been taking this art 

at the Virginia Muse"1!1 of Art for two ye.ars. And the guitar 

lessons I have been taking since I came to Richmond. And I 

•topped when I used to go on trips. And the golf -- well, 

I would like to keep on if I may. 
i 

Q. Now, under "travel expenses," where did 

you get that figure? 

! A. Well, this came in one of my husband's 

records that he showed about $5 1000 to $6,000 in travel ex-

l>enaes -- "expenses, travel for my wife." 

Q. Actually, the figure over in the right­

hand column is $4,796.39. Look at your list. I 

A. Right. 

Q. And this came from the information 

supplied by your husband through his attorney? 

A. EXactly. 

Q. Do you now at this very time spend all 

of the sums shown on this list? 

A. I couldn't spend them, Mr. Chappell, 

because I don't have the income. 

I Q. Commencing on the date of your husband's 
I 

departure on August 11. 1971, what did he pay you until last 

00091 
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Ler each month? 

ls ited .e

•ery. monAth• He paid the apar~nt rent. He de­

•. $475. Plus ali the charge accounts, 

lelephone, gaa, clothes, pharmacy, cleaner, everything, 

67. 

I Q. 

~rlting was then? 

Do you know what the apartment rent and 

Lo. A. , I think it was something like $35S or 
'" 

Q. Then in addition to that, he put $475 

10 in the bank? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. For the household. 

"Q. As he always had done? 

·A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Then he paid all of the charge accounts? 

A. All of the charge accounts. 

Q, In a communication to you from your 

husband, did he tell yo.u what those charge accounts had 

a~eraged out each month? 

A. No, not that I remember. · 

Q. Let me refresh your recollection a 

DI >ment~ 
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2 

3 

4 UY MR. CHAPPELL: 

15 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Not for introduction as an exhibit, but 

just to refresh your recollection, read this copy of the 

~etter to you from your husband on that subject concerning 

Jhich I have just, asked you a qUestion. 

NOTE: The witness read the documen1 • 

Q. What is the monthly amount that h~ 

mentions that he has been spending for you on the charge 

Jccounts? · · . 
.. 

A. $220 to $230 a month. 

Q. $220 to $230 a month? 

A. Y~s. Plus when we traveled almost three 

out of the year, my husband kept on deposit the money 

house for me -- for my own, for myself. 

Q. So, it was waiting for you when you came 

A.. Exactly. 

Q. Even though you hadn't been living in 

the house? 

J A. 

, were travelling. 

I 

He never took it from me even though 
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Q. Commencing in November 1972 • what 

2 happened with these payments? 

69. 

3 A• Well, he wrote me several notes that he 

4 thought he was giving me too much money,. and he said to 
I 

I 

s ~itber cut my charge accounts or he will do it himself. 

6 Q. What did he do? 

A •. Well. I told him that I didn't •• I 
' 

7 

a didn't even answer him. I didn't charge anything else from 

s . that day on. But he did send a letter to every place cancelling 

1 o ~ charge accounts. 

t 1 Q. And the net effect of cancelling these 

12 charge accounts was to eliminate that $220 to $230 a month 

t3 siD.ce November of last year? 

14 A. Exactly. Since November. 

U5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
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23 

24 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR.. ANDERSON: 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, this is your second 

marriage, is it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

70. 

Q. You were married the first time in Peru, 

the same as this time? 
I 
I 

A. That is right. 

Q. How long did you live with your first 

husband? 

A. Actually, I didn't live with my first 

husband. We were married, and I kept on flying. And we 

were supposed to be married by the church, and we decided 

it didn't work. So, it didn't last but five or six months. 

8ut I was living with my family. 

THE COURT: You say you kept on flying? 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. You were working at the time as a 

stewai'dess? 
I 

A. Yes. I was an airline hostess for 

15 years. 

Q. Now, you have told ua about the time 

that Mrs. Wagner cams to Richmond with a friend and visited 

you and Mr. Robertson. You said she had dinner with you, 

U0095 



2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

POLE, BENTON & JOH-NSON 
couRT REPORTERS Mrs. Robertson • Cross 
MUTUAL BUILOINC3 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 
71. 

l believe. 

A. We invited her to his mother's home. 
' 

She wasn't at the time in the house. She was spending a fet1 

weeks in Easthampton. 

Q. Could you give us a date? When was that? 

A. I am sorry, Mr. Andarson. I cannot tell 
I 

ypu the date. 

Q. Can you give ua the year? 

A. The year, yes. Because we came back 
from Peru some time the end of July in 1970. And she came 

soa time after that. I don't remember the dates. I am sorry. 

Q. So, you date. I take it from your testi• 

mony, your husband becoming disinterested in you ae of J~ly 

1970? 
I 
I 

A. No. I say that we came back from South 

~rica at the end of July. And this lady arrived some time 

in August. 

Q. In August? 

A. I don't recall the dtlte. t am sorry. 

Bec;:ause at that time, I didn't pay much attention to her 

visit. 

Q. All right. Then you would date it some 

time in August of 1970 when he became leso interested in you? 

Is that correct? 
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A. Well, yes, sir. At the beginning, I 

2 thought it was because his father's death affected him a lot. 

3 And at times when we came back from a party or from his 

4 mother'• home, he would always have an excuse to go out and 

s walk around the block. But I still thought that it was just 

a because of this problem of his father's death. And we were 

7 not here when his father died. But I didn't have any idea 

e that Mrs. Wagner was here or was having an affair with my 

e husband. 

10 Q. I believe you said in December of 1970 

11 you came back from Peru? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. And your husband actually told you at 

14 that time that he was in love with somebody else? 

1S A. No, no, no. I am sorry. You have got 

16 ~ wrong. When I came back •• I was suppose to stay in Peru. 

17 And my husband was supposed to meet me after the holidays, 

1a after Christmas. But my family said that my husband was such 

19 

20 

21 

22 

a generous person to send me for these two occasions, the 

operation and the celebration, that I should come blck and 

spend Christmas with him and my motheJ!'•in•law. It was the 

first year that they were going to have Christmas without 

23 Mr. Robertson. And when I called my husband from Miami, I 

24 could see that he was terribly disappointed that I wanted to 
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surprise him. He came to meet me at the airport. It was a 

Saturday. Well, it was Dece~Sth. __ ,... ... .-.... •"" __ ... 

Q. Of l~.--·­

A. 197-1. 

Q. 1971? 

A. Excuse me, sir. 1970. 

Q. All right. 

A. He took me home. And he said, ''Well, 

do you need anything?" I said, "No thanks." 

He _said, "Well. I am going out." And he 
11 went out and came back at 6:00 o'clock with drinks. The 

12 

13 

14 

~ext Sunday, he slept all day long and took off again. So, 

on Monday, the same thing happened. 

And I said, ''Well• I see that I am not 
1s welcome here. So, I might as well go home.'·' 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

He said, ''Well, I will meet you there and 

we will fix everything. Everything is going to be all right. " 

So, he took me back to the apartment on 

Wednesday. So, I stayed here five er six days. And I arrived 

in Peru around the 12th, 13th, or 14th of December, 1970. 

And he came back on the 3rd or 4th of January and stayed only 
I 

22 two days. And still no way of knowing what was going on. 
23 He said he will tell me everything when he will come back 

24 from Brazil. He didn't come direct from Brazil. He called 
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me from Brazil to tell me that he was called to Richmond and 

2 he was going to spend two weeks here. He said that either I 

3 could meet him here, which meant that I couldn't go back to 

4 Peru, or to stay there and wait for him. That wae around 

s the 15th of March when he came finally to Peru. 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1!5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Q. Is that when he told you -· 

A. That is wheii. I asked him. And he kept 
' 

somebody elae. 

Q. And you begged him not to see the other 
-------·~·.-··-···~--

person?.. 

A. I asked him if it w:l.11 be her or me, you 

know •• the first emotion or impreaaion. He said) "I am sorry. 

I don't think I can leave her. I am very 111.JCh in love ·with 

her." I said, ''Who is it?" And he never told me who it was. 

Q. But you knew who it was? 

A. When l...~ame bac~_J1~u:.~..__xef-t._ I didn't 

know at that time who she was. 

Q. Well, now, when she came here in 1970, 

20 did she continue to stay here in Richmond? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. I don't have any idea, Mr. Anderson. 

Because, you see, my relations with this lady broke completely 

after that morning that my husband arrived at 6:00 o'clock in 

the morning after buying cigarettes for her. So, I don't know 
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if she stayed. I suppose she did. Because my marriage 

7S. 

2 started getting •• 

3 Q. It started disintegrating at that time? 

4 A. Exactly, yes. 

!5 Q. Now, did you have any conversation wf.th 

a Mr•· llagner after your August dinner? 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

17 

A. No. 

Q. Your ~~inner, I mean. 

A. No. t dic:ht't answer the phone, because 

I previously invited her to spet'ld two or three weeks with us. 

But, of course, this six o'clock in the morning -- I saw 

that I might as well not have her in my home for three weeks. 

So, I didn't answer the phone or get in touch wt th her at 

all. And that was the end of my contact with her until 1971. 

Q. Now, you and your husband lived together 

A. Yes, sir. Excuse me. Actually, he juat 

10 came to sleep at 3:00, 4:QO or 5:00 in the morning. He left 

19 for the office and didn't come back until late in the morning. 

20 Q. So, it was approximately one year, then, 

21 after this dinner party at which you entertained Mn. Wagner 

22 that he left? 

23 A. Exactly. About, yes. 

24 Q. Now, I believe you said that you knew her 
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A. We ,knew her when she wae engaged to this 

friend of ours. They were engaged three years, and then we 

received an invitation to the waddi,ng. And they were married 
I 

two yeare. We saw them as man and .wife in Costa Rica. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Robertson, you have told us 

•bout when you met Mr. Robertson. And you have told us that 

you worked for Pan American Grace. Tht is also known •• 

9 Panagra, isn't it? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. '!bat is correct. 

Q. And you were an airline hoatess or 

stewardess on a flight? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you met him on one of these flights? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would that be the flight from •• 

A. From Panama .to Miami. 

Q. And you had a date with him? 

A. Yes. 

· Q. Now, that was in _!9~2? 

A. 1962, .le~. 

Q. And after that, you started seeing Mr. 

Robertson on a somewhat regular basis, did you not? 

A. No. I didn't see Mr. Robertson until 
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after a ~ear later. He was on a business trip to South 

1America. And, according to my friends, he started asking abou 

3 • in Miami •• aaking if I was still with the company. When 

4 be was coming back from Buenos Aires, 1 was taking that trip 

s from Peru to Miami. And he was getting off in Lima. So, he 
I 

6 

7 

a 

9 

asked me if he could invite me for dinner. And t eaid, ''Of 

~ourae." 

So, to show Mr. Robertson's characteriatics, 

when he wants something, there is no way that he doesn't get 

10 it. Because the plane had maintenance in Bolivia, and he 

11 wanted to rent a plane. And he wanted to charter a plane to 

12 C·O'me to see me and have this engagement with me in Lima. He 

13 couldn't do it. So, he came two days later and we have dinner 

14 that Friday. And Saturday, he changed his plane ticket to 

1 s fly w1 th me. And we flew as far aa Miami. 

16 Q. Now, you had a date with him in Lima, 

17 Peru, on that occasion? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. Yes. 

Q. WC>uld that be in 1962? 

A. 1963. 

Q. When in 1963? 

A. I don't knowt sir. Some time around 

23 F@naary ~ Ma_~h. 

24 Q. February or March of 1963? 

00:102 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And then you continued to see him after 

that in Lima, did you not? 

A. ~.!!.. 

You s~-~..-u~ds together? 
..... ,~._ ·~ ' ..• -.- ·~· ~.,....., ...................... __ , 

Q. 
I 

I A. 
I 

Yes. sir,._,,..1.-4.J~d· He wrote me ma11y --···--..... -.• -~--~ ·~ ' . .,,,. ... -... ~--

letters begging me to cbaQ8e trips and flights to meet him 

there. 

Q. Did you stay at the Aloha Motel on 

•tscayne Boulevard in Miami? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you and he stayed there as man and 

•1fe, did you not? 

A. We stayed together, yes, sir. 

MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, 

l take it that Mr. Anderson is attempting to discredit the 

witneas by teati1D011y aa to the premarital experiences of the 

parties. I object to it. I think it has no bearing in this 

proceeding. And, indeed, it indicates, I think, more vividly 

than anything else the presumptuousness of the defendant to 

•llov hi• counsel to inject this sort of evidence inthf.s 

~earing. 

THE COURT: I am faced with this all the 

time. Just day before yesterday, right in this same room, 

00103 
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• man told me that hie wife was six months' pregnant when he 

2 qMlrried her. I said, "By whom?" Re said, "By me." I said, 

3 ,.Does that reflect on her any more than it doea on you?" 

4 So, I think it is admiaeible. I don't think 

s it has any bearing on the outcome of the case. Becauae certair ly 

a they are both at point zero ae to anything that happened prior 
' 

7 to the marriage. I will admit it. 

a MR. CHAPPELL: I except to the court's 

9 ailing. 

10 THE COURT: Very well. 

11 IY MR. ANDERSON: 

12 Q. Mre. ltobertaon, at the time that you 

13 were dating Mr. Robertson •• and 1 will just uee the word 
I 

14 that you were intimate with him -- you knew that he had a 

1!5 wife in Richmond and that he had three children by that wife, 

1a did you not? 

17 A. I knew through him. Re was my only 

1a source of info..-tion. I knew that he was married. I knew 

19 that he was living in bis house as a formality because his 

20 marriage was a long time broken. He stayed there just for 

21 the children. But he believed that he was at that time still 

22 a young man and could remake his life. And he was in love with 

23 me and wanted to marry me. 

24 Q. But you were aware of the fact that he 
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I 

Mr&. lobettaon • cross so. 

~id not actually l9'1Ve his firet wife untU Deca~28L.!~ 
A. Right. 

~ .. 

3 

4 

Q. And you wen also aware of the fact that 

ie was not finally divorced from his first wife until A_pr!,!..1~ 1 I 
1965? 

6 A. Yea. 
7 

Q. And you were shortly thereafter married? 

8 I believe you said it was in June of 1965? Is that correct? 
9 A. June 1965, yes. 

10 MR. CHAPPELL: M8y it be' underetood thnt 

11 
-,. objection goes to this entire line of testimony? 

12 

13 

14 

ts 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. CHAPPELL: And I except to the 

J!'Uling of the court. 
I 

BY MR. ANDDSON: 

Q. You made the statelr$nt that you went to 

~e Lexington Towers. 

sir. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was this with the detective Mc:Dougle? 

A. Mr. and Mrs. MeDougle accompa11ied me, 

Q. This was in November of 1972? 

A. December. 

Q. December of 1972? 
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A. That is correct. But before that, Mrs. 

Wagner paid me a vioit with my husband at 2:30 in the morning. 

Q. Well, let me ask you to just try to 

answer my questions. I think we will get along much better 
I 

s ~ way. 

6 A. Sure. 

7 Q. You also made the sttiltement that you 
' 

a employed the detective because your husband had been hurting 

9 you much too deeply? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. And you said it was time to look after . ( 

12 yourself? I believe those were your words. 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A. Exactly. And those ware my brother-in· 

law's words too •• my husband's brother. 

Q. You knew that in August of 1972• you 

could have gotten an absolute divorce •• that 1!1 August 11, 

1972 •• from your husband, did you not, under the one•year 

statute? 

A. Yes, I could. But I '1lso have the hope 

20 that my husband would come back to m. 

21 Q. You had employed Mr. Chappell at that 

22 time 1 bad you not? 

23 A. At my moth.er.1n•law0s suggestion. Mrs. 

24 Robertson, Sr. , told me in her house, ''Your marriage with 
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Walter is over.'' She said. ''Your marriage with Walter is 

82. 

2 over. " This was my mother- inlaw' s advice. She said• "If I 

3 were you. I would get the best lawyer and take him for what-

4 •ver be has got." 

e I haven't tried to take him for whatever he 

a has got. And I got a lawyer by my mother-in-law's suggestion. 

7 And my brother-in-law's suggestion also. 

e Q. Mrs. Robertson directed you to Mr. 

e Chappell? Ia that right? 

10 A. No. air. . I didn't laow where to go. so. 

11 I called two good friends of my father-in-law. And I wa• 

12 going to ask him to direct me to whom should I go. I don't 

13 have anybody here that could help me. They were net in town. 

14 so. I remember my husband alwaya admiring Mr. Powell as a 

1e great attorney. So, I didn't know how important he was. and 

1e I just called him and told him my situation. I told him that 

17 I was a foreigner and that I knew my father-in-law and my 

1e husband admired him tremendously. I didn't have anybody to 

1e turn to. My mother-in-law suggested me to get: a lawyer. And 

20 I knew that ethic&l•wise he waa Walter's lawyer. and he could 

21 not be my lawyer. But if he could help me. So, he told me 

22 that he will have one of his associates, Mr. Pasco, call me 

23 in five or ten minutes and give me a li•t of three lawyers. 

24 It so happened that I called Mr. Chappell. And Mr. Chappell 
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gave me an appointment. 

2 Q. So, Mr. Pasco referred you to Mr. 

3 Chappell? 

4 A. He gave me three lawyers. 

Q. Are you aware of the fact that Mr. Powell 

s referred your husband to me as his attorney? 

7 A. I just bear it the other morning that 

a be came. I didn't know that. 

9 

10 you uaturalized? 

11 

12 

13 

14 or July 1971. 

1S 

16 

Q. You were naturalized •• well, when were 

A. In June 1971. June or July. 

Q. June of 1971? 

A. I don't exactly recall if it was June 

Q. Wouldn't that have been 1972? 

A. No, sir. Because it was right before 

17 ~lter left the apartment. So, it was 1971. 

18 
Q. And this was at your husband's ~ra!!!8 _, ___ ... ~--

19 that you be naturalized, was it not? Re was very interested 

20 in this on your behalf? 

21 
A. Well, at the beginning, I wanted to keep 

22 11JY nationality. Then I thought it would be only fair, because 
23 I was living here. I love my husband and my in-laws. And I 

24 decided that I would like to become an American citizen. So, 

00108 
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t went and started all of these legal things. 

2 Q. But my question is, didn't your husband 
.--.__ .. _____ . __ _...,.,_,_~ ···~ .. ,~ .... ~ ..• 

3 -l~.!!.."_l~ .... to....bacome..A .. -M~,~~~!.~zed citizen? 
~ ..... ..,,,.__~-~~~~":">-, .. _k-,... 

4 A. Before he left me, yea. Becauae at that 
.:..>" t"l..,,,\>"l'""",.,.l~-·~Jl4*";1ui;<•,....~-. ... ,...,., . .,,. ""'~ ........... 

s time, I decided what ia the reason for me •• you know, t 

e ••• very hurt and I was very ei<:k. And at that point I though 

I wouldn't become an American citizen. But then I realized I 
7 

a that I waa here and I made my home here. And, so, I went 

9 through the examination and became an American citizen. 

10 Q. Did you know that your husband. through 

11 •, arranged for a special swearing- in ceremony before the 

12 District Judge? 

13 A. Through you? 

14 Q. Yes. 

1 !5 A. No. 

16 Q. You didn't know that? 

17 A. No. 

ta Q. 

19 ceremony, didn • t you? 

20 A. Oh, yes. yes. Because it was a certain 

21 o~. I was away two times that they called me. 

22 Q. You were the only one that was sworn in? 

23 A. No. There were two or three more people. 

24 It was a special one. 
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I Q. When you and your husband came to Richmond 

to live -- and this is in 1965 -- you took up residence at the 

~rkshire Apartments, which is the same place where you are 
! 

ni:>w living? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And at that time, you had a one-bedroom 

7 ,partment, did you not? 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

l A. 

, get the smallest apartment, because I wasn't used to -- I 

That is correct. I asked my husband 

I 

a1dn't know how to cook, how to clean, how to do anything. 

lnd I wanted to learn. And I couldn't do it in a larger 

ilace. 

Q. So, the two of you lived in this one-

b,. e~~~..,!l.l~!ta~nt? 

A. For two years, yes. 

Q. For two years to three years? 

A. For two ye~rs .. ~. 

Q. Two years? 

A. Two years, yes. 

Q. And the rent for that apartment today 

21 is $225, isn't it? 

22 A. I guess so. I am not sure. But I guess 

23 so. 

24 Q. And that includes parking? 

00110 
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A. No. I think the one-bedroom apartments 

2 with parking would be $250, I guess. 

3 Q. The $~80 which you have listed on your 

4 statement includes parking, does it not? 

5 A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And your husband pays that? 

7 A. Yes, sir. 

a Q. Now, is there any reason why you can't 

e move? Well, that is a two-bedroom apartment, isn't it? 

10 A. Where I live now, yes. 

11 Q. Is there any reason why you need a 

12 ~o-bedroom apartment rather than a one-bedroom apartment? 

13 A. Well, Mr. Anderson, I don't see any 

14 reason why I should leave my home now. Because I have been 

1~ living there for six years. Just because my husband happens 

1e to be in love with somebody else doesn't entitle him to just 

17 kick me out of my home. 

18 Q. Well, you don'~ have anyone else to 

19 occupy the other bedroom, do you? 

20 A. Well, I h'!Y!~.Jna.re. ... s.,P.~ce. I am alone now. 

21 And you don't want to put me in a cage. 

22 Q. Well, you don't consider the accommoda-

23 tions that you had for two years a cage, do you? 

24 A. Mr. Anderson, I was very happily married 
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at the time, and when ... you are happy, one room is enough. 
-- .... R•O•v ........ ,.,.._.,,,.,., ..... ~.~--- .... ,~ .... ~--·-........... ..-.. - ........ ..,...._,,"....._-~ __ ,....,_ .... __ ... , .. -~- .......... .., 

Q. But you had one bedroom. You had other 

rooms too? 

A. I had one bedroom, one bathroom, a little 

~itchen, and a combination living room and dining area •. 

Q. You don't call that a cage, do you? 

A. At that time, I didn't call it a cage. 

Because I was very happily married. We traveled th~ee months 
I 

9
· out of the year. And as I told you, I couldn't manage a 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

HS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

larger apartment. 

Q. Do you call it a cage now? Is that your 

testimony? 

A. Mr. Anderson, I don't know what the law 

entitles me to. But if it were my home, like his first wife, 

wou~d you put me out of the home and put me in one room because 

my husband left me? I think it is very unfair. Why should 

1
1 deprive myself of the apartment that happened to be my home 

for six years? Do you think it is fair? 
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BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Mrs. RobertJIOft'-- Cross 
,. ,,,.. 88. 

~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--, 

Q. You have told us, Mrs. Robertson, that 

you worked for fifteen years as a stewardess for Panagra Air 

6 I Lines? 

7 A. That is right. 

a Q. What is your educational background? 

9 A. Whatever you call it. The first ten 

10 years. We have five years and five years. I finished high 

11 s.chool. 

12 Q. You have wbat is equavalent_t.Q._iLbJgh 

13 school education? 
I . 

14 A. Yes. 

HS 
THE COURT: You say it is five years 

16 and five years? 

17 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 
18 

THE COURT: A total of ten years of 
19 

20 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

21 
~y MR. ANDERSON: 

22 Q. How old were you when you finished high 

23 school? 

24 A. Eighteen. 
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Q. What did you do after that? 

A. Well, I always liked to knit and crochet. 

Jµtd I liked arts. I was always studying something. I took 
I 
$panish dances. 

" 
Q. You took dancing? 

A. Dance, yes. 

Q. Do you mean you taught dancing? 

A. I took lessons. 

Q. You learned to dance? 

A. i ~earned to dance, yes. 

Q. Were you employed as a dancer? 

A. Oh, no. I was just a student of Spanish 

13 u,usic. 

14 

ts 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

e
1
ighteen? 

.r 
i 

Q. Where did you work from the age of 

A. I didn't work but !?.~E! .... l!!~ .. .,!,! ... ,!,~.~-~"'!~!':~r 

before I joined this air line. 

Q. You worked one year as a teacher? 

A. As a teacher. And then I worked a year 
i 
a~d a half with ,JJ1e._f~.!Y.Y!!Jt_a.i.~r_,~ines. 

~--r---., --~--... ------·-.. ··--·~· ... -...... ~; ................... . This came into 

b~nkruptcy. And then I started flying with Panagra in 1950. 

Q. You worked a ya and a half for the 

Peruvian Air Lines? Is that what you said? 

A. About, yes. 
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Q. And then you worked fifteen years for 
2 

3 A. That is correct. 

4 Q. And you worked a year as a teacher? 
5 A. Embroidery and crocheting, yes. I didn't 

8 nave a title. I am not a teacher. 

7 

a 

9 

to 

tt school. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Q. Well, where did you do this work? 

A. I teach for a government school. 

Q. A government school? 

A. Not a private school, but a government 

Q. You were paid by the Peruvian government? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you taught older people or children? 

A. Children. 

Q. You taught them how__J:~?-_.@.f!Y.1. 

A. How to S~,L.. . .,)1.68·J·- and how to embroider. 

18 I don• t have any title. But I always liked it. 

19 
Q. You say you worked for one year? 

20 
A.' Just about, yes. 

21 
Q. Was it during that period of time that 

22 
}1iOU acquired the jewelry that has been identified as Plaintiff's 

23 

24 
A. While I was worki~S.• And some of it is 
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presents from my mother. 

2 Q. Now, assuming that you finished high 

3 ~chool at 18 and you worked as an airline stewardess and as 

4 a sewing teacher for 17 years, that brings you up to age 35. 

s And you were married for eight years. That still leaves us 

e With six years to account for. 

7 A. Well, Mr. Anderson, in Peru, you don't 

a have to go to work. My father is a retired Captain in the 

e Navy. And even though we are not millionaires or rich, I 

10 didn't have to work. 

11 Q. So, your testimony is that you did not 

12 work for approximately six years? 

13 A. Well, I worked only as a teacher and 

14 then this year and a half as a hostess and then. for 15 years 

1s for Panagra. 

16 Q. How many languages do you speak? 

17 You speak Spanish and English. 

A. I speak .. Spanish. I speak very b~_ En~lish. ....... 
18 

1e 1 speak a little Italian,,.~··--And I understand Portugese. 
·-··-~-........... _.... 

20 Q. You speak four languages? 

21 A. Not speak.. I speak Spanish. I barely 

22 ~o it with English. And a little Italian. 

23 Q. When you were a stewardess, that is in 

24 the nature of public relations work, isn't it -- meeting the 
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I 
public? 
I 

A. Exactly. Right. 

Q. And making yourself pleasant and seeing 

t;.hat they are comfortably situated? I . 

A. Yes,· sir. Tht is why I got a medal from 

the Peruvian President ·- not only for being an airline I 

tlostess but for distinguished service to my country and my 

.Jirline. 

j Q. Now, have you tried to get a job since 

r:~t s::::a::~:i:~e ::· a:y ::::~t. I am pushing 50, And I 
Q. Well, you speak four languages. 

A. I don't speak four languages, Mr. Anderson. 

Q. Well, all right. 

A. You see that my English is not what you 
I . 

would call a· good second language. My Italian is very poor. 
I 

And my husband knows that I understand Portugese, but I don't 

jpeak Portugese. 

J
. Q. Have ~ou tried to get a public relations 

J,Ob? . 

A. No, I haven't. 

I Q. You can translate Spanish, can you not, 

~to English -- written Spanish into English? 
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L 
I 

A. Well, not exactly properly, because I am 

trained for that. I can more or less express to you what 

you want me to translate. But not in a correct translation. 

s you not? 

6 A. Yes, I am. 

7 
Q. I believe you mentioned an operation 

a that you had in September of 1971. 

9 A. No. December. 

10 
Q. Was it December? 

11 
A. Yes. 

12 
Q. December 2~.--.!2Zl1 _ 

13 
A. That is correct. 

14 
Q. And Dr. Herbert Claiborne did that 

U5 operation, did he not? 

16 
A. That is correct. 

17 
Q. And that is Mr. Robertson's brother-in-

18 law? 

19 
A. Yes. 

20 
Q. And he did not charge you for that 

21 operation, did he? 

22 
A. No, he never has ~~t\n,ad---me. 

23 
Q. And he told you that he would take care 

24 
oF you medically in his field, which is gynocology, without 
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I 
I 
charge, didn't he? 

2 A. Yes, sir. 

3 Q. And that that would continue in the 

4 uture? 

A. Yes, sir. 

6 Q. You owned a house or an apartment in 

7 r.>eru, did you not? 

e A. I used to. I don't own it any more. 

9 Q. I know. But you owned it at the time you 

10 .lnd Mr. Robertson were married, didn't you? 

12 Q. And you rented that apartment, did you 

13 11ot, for approximately $200.00 a month? 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

1e to your brother? 

19 

20 

21 
J ive it to him? 
I 

22 

23 title. 

24 

A. $150.00 a month. 

Q. $150.00 a month? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you do with it? Did you give it 

A. I sold it to my brother, yes. 

Q. You sold it to your brother? Or did.you 

A. I sold.it to my brother. He has got the 

Q. How much did he pay for it? 
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A. Well, h~ paid the taxes to the government. 

Q. He paid just the taxes? 

A. Yes. 

1. · Q. . i;..bat was the value of it that you gave 

1 0 your brother or, as you put it, sold to your brother? 
I 
fbat was the value of it at that time? $20,000? $30,000? 
i 

A. · No, no. 

.Q. $~5 ,000? --·-· 

Jy MR. ANDERSON: 
I 
I Q Now, you had this apartment when you and 

'1r ... Robertson were• married? And you had it rented for $150 

J month? 
I 

i 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have now disposed of it to your 
24 ~rother. Now the next question is: When did you dispose of 

I 
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it to your brother? 

A. I did it when we were still married. 

3 And l asked my husband on many occasions even though 

96. 

4 Q. I don't want to interrupt you. But can 

you tell us approximately when? And then you can go into 

e any explanation you want to. That was my question. 

7 A. I give it to him -- I can tell you 

a exactly -- the last time I went in October. October 1970. 

9 Because I talked to my husband again and asked him if it 

10 will be all right to give it to my brother. Because he has 
I 

11 a handicap. He doesn't have an education because of a problem. 

12 THE COURT: Well, you and your husband 

13 were still living together at that time, were you not? 

14 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. And he said 

1e we wouldn't need anything because we have a lot coming to us. 

1a And he knew already that he was going to leave me, Mr. 
·-~ ........ .._M!-' .... - .................. ,,..,_ ........ ,,,_.,..,, ...... .._~, .. ..,.,..,.,.><>~,, •·r~"'"11""'"'>""·"''·r'"·_.....,,.,.,.,.,._,._.,.,...,~""~"'"'"'~·~l,._,...,~,,._ ...... .,.,......, .. i.~•,_..,,,"',.,.,..,..,,,,...,.,,._.;.., • .,,""""·.,'-"'•-'-'..,,,U.;..n~""~"""11:.>1"1<1..._.;..,11,1,.,.·,ii;~ 

17 Anderson. 

18 MR. CHAPPELL: I would move the court 
I 

19 to strike all of this testimony. I don't think it has any 

20 ~earing whatsoever on any of the issues before the court. 

21 MR. ANDERSON: Let me ask this: What 

22 was the last statement she made? I couldn't hear it. 

23 THE COURT: I am not going to strike it. 

24 $ut I agree with you if she got rid of it while she was married 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

7 

8 

9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

us 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

POLE, BENTON a JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

Mrs. Robertson - cross 97. 

to him, and discussed it with him, it has no bearing. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Did you say your husband knew that he 

•as going to leave you at that time? 

A. Wellt I imagine so. But still he was 

having an affair while he told me that I .could give it to my 

brother. Because mY husband used to love my family. He knev 

my brother and his children. And he knew that he has a hand{. 

~ap. He doesn't have any education because he has a problem 

with 'his eyes. And he told me that I could give it t.o him 

even though, according to the .Peruvian laws~ it was acquired 
~r.; .. .;..•:·~~r•ll'""'ia~~·~<'"-il\)o"<~~ .... 1•·"f>!·;W<>"""'*'~·~~~-::r..-. ..i,.,.,1 • .._.,1\.'14· ... ~~~··'""·""" ,.n ....... A~l~..-..w:liu.a-.;<i•-i;,.~ol!:JnoJ:,to~.:.f.!~i:·,~·m.~;.(:8.11'idJ'•"·;._-rr.r.:.:,,.~t1o.":•:~~~·Qf,'\ 

But I consulted with my husband. And he told me to go ahead 

and give . it to him. _ 
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2 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

3 

4 

Mrs. Robertson • Cross 100. 

Q. How much did you have? 

A. At this time, l have $7,000. I don't 

s know how much I had at that time, Mr. Anderson. I pay for my 

e own car, which cost me $3,500. And I don't know if I have 

7 something left. I am sorry. I don't take account enough. 

a I never was good for that. 

9 Q. But you had enough money at the time 

10 you were married then to buy this Buick automobile that you 

11 now use? 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you say you paid $3,500 for it? 

A. $3,300. I don't recall exactly. 

Q. You also purchased some rugs and a high 

1e fidelity set, did you not, with your own money? 

17 A. My father send me a thousand dollars 

1a present because they win the lottery and they divide it. And 

19 we are three children, my mother, and my father. So, he gave 

20 
u$ a thousand dollars apiece. And with that money, we bought 

21 the radio and the rug. 

22 Q. Now, Mr. Chappell furnished me a statement 

23 lthich indicates that as of May 1973 you had $6,734.27 in your 

24 checking account. Would that be correct? 
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Mrs. Robe~tson • Cross 101. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And in addition to that, you had the 

eecurities -- 50 shares of Detroit Edison Company, 52 shares 

of Exxon Corporation, and 75 shares of Gulf Oil Corporation. 

Would that identify the securities that you have? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you still own those securities? 

A. I guess so, yes. 

Q. And you have testified that thetr 

approximate market value is about $7,000? 

A. Approximately, I think, yes. 

Q. Now, you have had those securities --

well, you certainly had them in May of 1973, didnit you? 
I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, Mr. Chappell furnished 
i 

to me a copy of your bank statements and checks from July 

30, 1971 through July 18, 1973. I want to ask you some ques-

tions about these, if I may. 

I notice that included among those checks 

•re certain payments to Javier Pinillos, Roberto Pinillos, 

and Luisa c. Pinillos. 

A. That is my family. 

Q. They are all your family? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Now, I notice that in 1971 -- that is. 

2 from July to December -- there was a total of $59S paid to 
3 the Pinillos family -- that is, checks totaling that amount • ..... 

4 A. I always send my family presents. 
!S Q. I notice that in 1972, there was a total 

of ,.$895 sent to the Pinillos family. 
7 A. 1972? 

a Q. Yes. 

9 A. $800? 

10 Q. $895. 

11 A. Wa·sn't that when I was in Peru and my 

12. ~ather was cashing me checks? Could that have happened in 

13 January or February? Because I made the checks to my father 

14 $0 he could_ change it in the bank one block from where we 

ts live. Could it be that amount? Because after my operation, 

16 

17 Q. January of what year? 
18 A. January 1972. 
19 Q. January of 1972? 
20 A. Yes, sir. 
21 Q. No. The first check in 1972 is February 
22 21, 1972. 

23 A. Well, I stayed there. 

24 THE COURT: That.could have taken that 

001.25 
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iong to clear. 

of the check. 

Mrs. Robertson - Cross 103. 

MR. ANDERSON: I am speaking of the date 

MR. CHAPPELL: I think the witness is 

trying to answer how long she stayed there. Maybe that would 

give an explanation. 
i 

THE WITNESS: Exactly. I stayed six 
·-·-·---~ .............. ~ ..... . 

weeks or two months with my family. I went to recuperate. 

THE COURT: You went in January and 

stayed six weeks? 

THE WITNESS: I stayed six weeks, yes, 

sir, your honor. 

THE COURT: All right. That would have 

included February. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Because I left the 
~1...-~ir.:.~~:-.1"""W11•~~ ...... fl!'o 

middle of January, and I came back some time in March • 
..... ~'' .~,,_.,..,,..._,,.~-li4-.i\<>,,..;;.. .• ~"--'" -·11

' ,_,,. .. ,,..~:·.:;"f:: •. :i>.,·l,::l'.l'.:>•:-u;~•AAl~~l""li!'·i·"'!•<'':.-r;.~1.•+1,,'\,jl"J'~W~'llr..M''1•1\'!:\<:>l1<.W.;.l{.~k;!'!(1,'"'~")..~Tl't?i'."'R°~.:(:l!j'IJ1E':1~~,:;t,."f,.r~~~:."-";i'•::_~~f{'\l"~f1,Y-(t1;fJi.t"~.,..t~ ... t";"'l(~J;',,1;e~:;,~· 

SY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Do you know when you came back in March1 

A. I think I came back the end of March. 

Q. Now, in 1973, there are $120 to the 

Pinillos family -- that is, checks totaling that amount. 

A. $100? 

Q. $120. 

A. In 1973? 
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Q. Yes. 

A. Well, yes. Mr. Anderson. I send my 

1'.DOther and father a Father's Day present and a Mother's Day 

present. I always h•ve done it, and I would rather deprive 

lbyself of something. And I will keep on doing that. 

Q. Now, during this period of time, if I 

have added all of this up right, it comes to $1,610 of checks 

that have been made out to the Pinillos family. 

THE COURT: How much was that check, 

Mr. Anderson, of February 21, or whatever the date was? 

MR. ANDERSON: February 21st to Javier 

Pinillos, $100. 

THE WITNESS: . And there· is more than 

one, Mr. Anderson. Because I couldn't live two months with 

one check for $100 -- or a month and a half. So, it must 

be more than that. It is the ones that my father exchanged 

for me. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. You are saying they were not gifts to 
your father? 

A. No. Those were for me when I was staying 

in Peru. 
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23 ~y MR. ANDERSON: 

24 

Mrs.· Robertson - Cross 105. 

Q. You say that is when you were in Perµ? 
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March? 

a March 2rid. 

9 

to 

t t 

t2 

13 $200. 

t4 

t l5 

16 

17 

18 

t9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Mrs. Robertson - Cross 106. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that this was not a gift to him? 

A. No, no. It was for my own expenses. 

Q. All right. You say you came back in 

A. Some time the end of March. 

Q. Here is another one. It looks like 

A. Yes. It is possible. 

Q. To your father for $200. 

A. Right. But that is for my own expenses. 

Q. Here is another one of March 16th for 

A. Yes. 
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8Y MR. ANDERSON: 

Mrs. Robertson - Cro~.s· · 
1~'· .~,ti" 

107. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, who is Jose Arce? 

A. Jose Arce is the Naval Commissioner from 

Peru in Washington. I have a friend -· Walter have told you. 

He knows. Because he have the same deal with his customers. 

When they want to have some money here, my friend, Commander 

Ayllon -- well, he was bringing his wife to the hospital. And 
; 

the government doesn't allow but $30 a day per person for 

sixty days. So, this was a transaction of business that he 

did with some American firm. And instead of being paid in 

Peru in soles, he couldn't have otherwise than he pay to me 

and I write a check for the same amount and send it to 

"dmiral Arce in Washington. He didn't want to involve the 

Commissioner, because it was a favor that I was doing for a 

friend of mine. And on the same token, the Admiral in 

Washington was to keep that money for him when he brought his 

wife to have a check-up in Baltimcre. 

Q. Are you saying these two checks to Jose 
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I 
I 

Jrce, one dated 

Arce, yes. And 

Jn Washington. 

108. 

April 18th for $1,000 

A. Which r' deposit. And I make it to Jose 

I sent it to Mr. Arce -- to Commander Arce 
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I 
I 
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IS 

I 
16 

17 

18 BY MR. ANDERSON: 
19 

Q. Where did you get that money from? 
20 

A. Well, I imagine this is one of those 
21 

1
checks that this firm send me, and I make it to Jose Arce in 

I 

22 Washington. 

23 

24 

Q. So, you are-saying that is in payment of 
I 
I the two checks you gave Mr. Arce? Is that.correct? 

I 
I OOt32 
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i 

I 
I A. That is right. The minute they send me 

the 
I 

check, I deposit the check. I make my own check for the 
I 
~ame 
I 

amount and send it to Washington. 

Q. But, you see, the point is it is not the 

' 
~ame amount. 

A. Oh, I don't know. 

MR. CHAPPELL: What is the difference, 

a :Mr. Anderson? 

9 MR. ANDERSON: The amount of the two 

10 checks is $2,336.54. 

11 
THE COURT: Isn't the cents figure the . 

12 same? 

13 

14 

1 !I 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: What is the difference betwee 

the two checks and the deposit? It can't be much, can it? 

/dollars. 

I difference. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I with that. 
I 

I 
i 

THE WITNESS: No. It is thirty or forty 

MR. ANDERSON: Let me see. It is $70.00 

THE COURT: $70.00 difference even? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: I don't kno~what happened 

001.-33 
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•Y MR. ANDERSON: 

Mrs. Robertson - Cross 111. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, you have told us that your 

husband stopped paying your charge accounts in late 1972 --

in December of 1972? 

A. I chink it was around October or November. 

Q. All right. The fall of 1972? 

A. Right. 

Q. I notice that one of your charge accounts, 

of course, was Miller & Rhoads. Is that right? 

A. Yes. I don't have any charge accounts 

now. 

Q. Well, didn't you have charge accounts? 

A. I have them right here. I am going to 

give them to Mr. Robertson. He cancelled all the charge 

accounts. He send me a letter. 

Q. I mean at the time in 1972 and up to the 

fall of 1972, you were able to go to Miller & Rhoads and 

charge, were you not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this charge account in your name? 

Or was it in his name? 

A. In his IUlme. 

Q. It was in his name? 

001.34 
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A. Yes. 

112. 

Q. Now, there was no occasion for you to 

3 pay for anything from Miller & Rhoads during that period of 

4 time, was there? 

s A.. No. Because as I told you before, he 

e said that I could buy and charge everything that l needed or 

7 wanted. 

8 Q. Now, this is the reason I am asking you 

9 · this, because in 1971, from September through December 11th, 
I 

10 you made out checks totalling $550 to Miller & Rhoads. What 

11 was that for? 

12 A. Cash. 

13 Q. Cash? 

14 A. Cash. I go there and cash. 

15 Q. Did you buy anything there and pay for it? 

16 A. Well, sometimes l buy and pay. Or some-

17 times I just go on the third floor and pay twenty-five cents· 

10 extra and cash a $100.00 check if I need it. 

19 Q. And in 1972, from February through 

2o September, there are nine checks of $100.00 each made payable 

21 to Miller & Rhoads. Is this for cash? Or was this in payment 

22 of some purchases that you made? 

23 A. I don't recall, Mr. Anderson. I am sorry. 

24 Q. Well, do you know whether it was for 

00l35 
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113. 

I rney orders? 

A. When was that? tn September? 

Q. Yes. It was February of 1972. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Mr. Anderson~ you have 

~opies of the checks. I have given them to you. Show those 
. , ' 

¢hecks to the witness. 

I 
I 

I 
MR. ANDERSON: If you don't mind, I 

will do that. But I am trying to --

l THE COURT: All right, gentlemen. let's 

,ot quibble. Let's get on as fast as we.can. We are on the 

ibird witness, and we have got an awful lot of people sitting 

lut there. . 

~y MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. The first check, Mrs. Robertson, to 

$iller & Rhoads that I refer to for $100.00 is dated February 
I 
4, 1972. 

THE COURT: Bring it around and show it 

Jo her. Maype she can recognize it. 
I 

I -
BY MR. ANDERSON: 

J 
Q. This is what I am referring to. 

ee the middle check there? 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. 

Do you 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is for $100.00. 

00:1.36 
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Mrs. Robertson - Cross 114. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is on February 4th? 

A. Right. 

Q. Then, on February llth9 there is another 

¢heck for $30.00. 

A. Yes. That is something that I bought, 

l imagine. Mr. Anderson, it could be possible. Bacause 

every time I bought something for my famil~, I alw~ys paid 

for it. I never charge it to my husband. 

Q. I see. 

A. And he knows that. It could have been 

that I bought something. Because at that time, what you mean 

is he was still paying my charge accounts? 

Q. That is correct. 

Q. So, is it your testimony that these 

checks were for the purchase of items for your family?. 

A. I couldn't tell you. They were either 

~or myself or either having money in my hand to go anywhere. 

Because I have been travelling to Washington quite often. 

And I couldn't travel without any money. 

Q. Throughout this period, these checks 

001.37 



POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT ~E:PCR'tERS Mt"S.. RobertSOtl Ii> erode 
MUTUAL SUit.DiNi!! 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 
11S. 

totaled $1,450.00, if I_ have added them up correctly. Now, 

2 what portion of that can you tell us was for gifts for your 

3 family? 

4 A. I couldn't tell you. 

Q. You couldn't tell us? 

A. No. 

7 Q. But there was a portion that was for 

a ~ifts for your family? 

9 A. Well, whatever I buy for my family, if 

10 l go .on a trip once a year, it. won't amount to more than 

11 $150.00 to $200.00. 

12 Q. Also, you have in 1972 and in 1973 checks 
I 

13 made out to cash that total $2,275.00. What would that be 

14 for? Would that be just for spending money? 

us 
' 

A. For whatever I needed in my house 
I 

1e food or whatever. 

17 Q. But all through here, you have checks 

1a made p$yable to Safeway. Do you see here (indicating)?_ 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. Well, at times when I don't have cash, 

they cash me in the little Safeway that knows me for years. 

I always have lived with cash, Mr. Anderson. 

Q. I want to go over your statement with 
I 

23 you. 

24 
MR. ANDERSON: Since we have discussed 

001.38 
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these checks, I would like to introduce these as Defendant's 

Exhibit A, I suppose, if you want to do that. And I have a 

folder here, Judge. 

mE COURT: All right, sir. The folder 

will be marked Defendant's Exhibit A. 

MR. ANDERSON: I have a little notation 

on the tab. I have tried to erase it. 
I 

trial Folder." 
i 

~y MR. ANDERSON: 

THE COURT: Well, it just says "Anderson 

I will date it. 

NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit A was 

marked for identific&tion. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, referring again to the 

~igures that Mr. Chappell furnished me, the balance in your 

checking account, as reflected in the bank statement that the 

c:ourt has , 4,!_2£'_,,tJ::t! ... ~!n2,,._9_lw~Y.S.Y.fl, .... l92l.., .. '".~WAl. ....... $.2,,J.~2."."~-~ And 

that was,_ ~~,.!!.!!.!~ ... ,!J~R.!'.~.~J.!m,~J!lI,, .. §.~ .. ''"~QQ:,,,QQ .. ,,-~~ ...... !~..el~,~.:..~.Z.J?X ...... <,., ,_; • .....,,.~-..1.~1 ... u .~. ~.·-

May of 1973. So, during this period of time that you were 
. • . ·~.,,.Ji.;!.""' -~· ... ".:•.,.~, ....... •.1 ...... ~ ·1-~ .............. ,.~, .... ~ ... ;!''t'.~ 

separated from your husband, this time that you and your hus-
1 

band were not livlng together, your checking account balance 

~ncreased some $4,300.00. Can you explain the reason why? 

A. I think Mr. Chappell have send you a 

copy. I have sell some stocks. I have a present from my 
I 

00:1.39 
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117. 

I 
~other- in- law. 

Q. Well, whatever stocks ·you sold during . 

this period would be reflected on the tax returns that we 
I 
rregoing to introduce, wouldn. t they? 

rone it --

Oh, no, you haven't 

A. We have a joint return. 

Q. You had a joint return in 1971 and 1972? 

a Is that correct? 

9 A. Right. 

10 Q. You say you got gifts from home. How 

11 much did you get from home during this period? 

12 A. From my home? 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. I got that $1,000.00. 

1 !5 Q. Well, that was at the very beginning. 
16 A. No, I didn't say any present from home. 

17 I said, from my mother-in-law. And I sold the stocks. 

ta· THE COURT: That is what she said. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

[ MR. ANDERSON: Q. So, you said your mother-in-law? You 

l an Mrs. Roberts:n, ;:~: She gave me presents on my birthday 

nd Christmas, ~n I travel, she help me with that. 

Q. Do you know when you acqµired these 
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Mrs. Robertson - cross 

securities? The stocks, I am referring to. 

118. 

2 A. Walter got it for me with my own money 

3 when we were married. I think it was about $2,000.00. And 

4 then when we came here, the difference of money that we have 

s .is what we bought these stocks with -· the Investment 

e Corporation of Virginia. Mr. Johnson can give you all the 

7 information. 

a 

I 
e husband was giving you? 

10 A. Well, if I wouldn't have saved, Mr. 

11 Anderson, I couldn't be able to face the situation that I am 

12 facing now. 

13 Q. So, your answer is you did save money? 

14 A. Well, I was living like a miser, if 

ts you can say that. I don't know if th.at is proper in English 

1e or not. 

17 Q. Well, you were living in the same apart-

1 a ment you are living in now? 

19 A. Yes. But there are many ways to save 

20 when you need to save. 

21 
Q. Well, you say you have lived like a miser. 

22 Js this when you were living with your husband? 

23 A. No, Mr. Anderson. When I lived with my 

24 husband, I lived very graciously. And he never denied me 
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anything. And as I told you, we traveled three months out 

of the year. We were in the best hotels and the best 

restaurants. 

Q. When you traveled, it was on business 

trips, was it not? 

A. The company paid for all of my husband's 

expenses. But he paid for mine. Only every three years, the 

company paid for mine. Which it only was once. 

Q. But they were business trips, the trips 

that you are referring to? 

A. Yes. Well, two trips were business and 

one was vacation. 

Q. Now I want to come to your statement. 

MR. ANDERSON: Would you hand the wit• 

ness Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 5? Or could she have a copy? 

Maybe Mr. Chappell can furnish her a copy and the court can 

follow with its own statement. 

NOTE: Mr. Chappell handed a copy 

of the document to the witness. 

8Y MR, ANDERSON: 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, the apartment rent and 

parking was $380. Your husband has always paid for the apart-

JDent and the parking? Isn't that true? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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I 
Q. The household money for food, etcetera, 

he has always paid $475. for that? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And you are still getting that each money? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Now we come to the next item of -- well, 

let's stop there on this $475. Are you saying that you ate 

that much food? You have got down here "Household money and 

~ood." And then you have everything else listed down here 

too. Is that for food only? 

A. Well, I imagine that in a house, you have 

more than food. You have a lot of things that you replace, 

• lot of things that you repair, a lot of cleaning thing$ in 

your house. It is not just food. Plus, now that I am living 

alone, I have to have more friends and more --

Q. Do you mean you do more entertaining? 

A. Well, that is not entertaining. Because 

my husband used to take me out with his customers and with 

our friends to the clubs. And he pay for that. Now, I have 

to pay for everything. 

Q. You don't go out with any business 

customers of his any more, do you? 

A. No. But I used to go out. 

Q. Well, do you entertain at home more now 
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than you did when you were living with your husband? 

A. Well, I am planning to do it. And I 

have been trying to do it. And I will try to do better, becauso I 

1 am alone now, Mr. Anderson. 

Q. Well, Mrs. Robertson; if you would turn 
I 
~o the second page, you have got listed there "Entertainment 

at home and club, $200 a month. " 

:liquor. 
I 

I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Well, are you telling me --

A. My husband used to buy all of the 

Q. Let me just ask the question. You test!-

f ied that the $475 covers not only food but entertainment 
I 
~t home. 

A. No, no. It covers food and whatever you 

need in a house, Mr. Anderson. 

:.in that figure? 

I 
household. 

Q. Well, are you including entertainment 

A. No, I am not including entertainment. 

Q. You are not including entertainment? 

A. No. It is for my house. It is for the · 

Q. Well, can you tell us specifically what 

lit is for other than food? 

I 
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A. Well, you have broken glasses. You have 

2 dishes to replace. You have pots to buy. You have sheets 
3 

to buy, and blankets and pillows. There are many things that 

4 you need in a house that have to be replaced. 

Q. Well, didn't you stock up on linens? 
6 

Didn't you buy a substantial amount of linens from Miller & 

7 Rhoads in 1971 or 1972? 

a 
A. I have been receiving this amount while 

9 •Y husband --

10 
Q. Just answer that question, please. 

11 Didn't you buy a substantial amount of linens? 

12 
A. Yes. Instead of a vacation trip that 

13 ~Y husband offered me. 

14 
Q. How much did you spend for linens? 

ts 
A. I don't remember how much. It was about 

16 $400. 

17 
Q. He paid the bill? 

18 
A. He paid for it instead of me going on 

19 vacation while he was on vacation. 

20 
Q. You have listed here ''Maid, $80 a month." 

21 
How many days during the week do you have to have a maid? 

22 
A. I used to have twice a week a maid. 

23 
Q. You used to? 

24 
A. Yes. 
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Q. When was that? When you were living 

2 with your husband? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. How much did you pay the maid? 

A. $10 a day from 9:00 to 3:00. 

e Q. So, that would be $20 a week that you 

7 would spend for a maid? 

8 A. Exactly. I used to, yes. 

9 Q. And that would be about $83, then, or 

10 something over $80. Are you still doing that? 

11 A. I can't afford it, Mr. Anderson, with 

12 $475. I pay telephone, I pay gas, I pay everything. The only 

13 thing that Mr. Robertson, Jr. paid is the apartment and the 

14 ·$475. 

1 !5 Q. But, Mrs. Robertson, your bank account 

1a shows that you have -- certainly in May, you had over $6,000 

17 in it. 

16 A. Well, I have faced a lot of expenses 

19 lately. 

20 Q. What you are saying is that you do not 

21 
1
have a maid now? 

22 A. I have a maid twice a month now. 

23 Q. So, that would be $20.00 a month? 

24 A.· Yes. 
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I 
I 
I 

Q. You don't have any problem, really, in 
I 

taking care of the apartment yourself, living alone as you do? 

l A. Well, I have been used to having a 

1 
ervant always • . 

i 
I 

I 

Q. Now, you have down he re "Laundry and 

iry cleaning, $30 per month." Is that just a guess on your 

part? 

A. No. I send my tablecloth to a lady. 

the rest goes to the cleaners. 

Q. How do you pay those bills? 

A. I haven't been sending anything, Mr. 

4nderson, since October when my husband cancelled all of the 
i 

' I 
qharge accounts. 

~nderson. 

Q. You mean, you charged your cleaning? 

A. Walter Robertson pay everything, Mr. 

Q. But you said since he cancelled your 

c!harge accounts. Did you charge your cleaning? 
I 
I A. I haven't sent anything to the cleaners. 
I 

l Q. When you were living with your husband 

a: d he was paying the charge accounts, did you charge the 
I 

cleaning? 

A. He pay for everything -· cleaning, 

p~armacy, gas, doctors. 
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Q. Where did you send the cleaning? 
2 A. To Lee Cleaners. 

3 Q. And they would send a bill? 

4 A. They would send the bill to·Mr. 

s iRobertson. 

6 Q. But you have not been sending any laundry 

7 ,or cleaning out? Is that true? 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 

i 

A. Only my tablecloths. 

Q. On_~r.,. .. lBJ:!"~·~,.;.~~lecloths? 
A. Yes. 

Q. How often do you send those out? 

A. Whenever I have guests. 

Q. Can you give us an approximation by 

A. It might be $15 or $20 a month. 

Q. Now, you are the owner of the life 

insurance policies on your husband• s life? 
I He took those out, 

rut you receive the statement? 
i 

A. Yes. 

00:1.48 . 
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MR. CHAPPELL: Mr. Anderson, I am 

perfectly willing to stipulate that it is $25,000 if Mr. 

126. 

Robertson says it is. It may be a typographical error. It 

has no bearing. 

MR. ROBERTSON: Mr. Chappell, I may be 

wrong, but I think I am right. 

THE COURT: All right. Whether it is 

$20,000 or $25,000 is no problem either way. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Your husband made you the beneficiary 

of that pol~cy? You are not only the owner but also the 

beneficiary? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, in the event of his death, you get 

the proceeds from the policies? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And he is paying the premium on that 

policy. is he not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he has been paying the premium on 

that policy since the two of you have been separated? 

A. He has, yes. 

THE COURT: Well, actually, you have got 

two policies, haven't you? 

001.49 
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MR. ANDERSON: It is two policies, yes. 

2 The total amount, our figures show, is $41,000. 

3 MR. CHAPPELL: Judge, so that this 

4 correction can be made, would you be good enough to change 

s that from $20,000 to $25,000 on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. S? 

6 THE COURT: Certainly. 

7 NOTE: Di.acussion off the record. 

a BY MR. ANDERSON: 

9 Q. Mrs. Robertson; the Blue Cross-Blue 

10 Shield that you have, your husband has been paying for that? 

11 A. Yes, sir. 

12 
Q. Coming down to your car expense for 

13 insurnce, is this the information, the liability and collision, 

14 that you got from Mr. Paul? 

1 !5 A. No. I think I got it from a car dealert 
16 Q. Now, your annual premium for your 

17 liability is $75? 

18 A. Well, this covers the whole. Beca1,1se 

1e li'ay car -- well, right now, the policy doesn't cover if I 

20 wreck the car. And with all of this, I got it -· 

21 
Q. Well, it is all right about where you 

2
2 got it from. The liability you have listed here as $75. 

23 Your husband is carrying that on your car now? That is in-

24 eluded in his policy, is it not? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know that he does not carry 

3 any collision on that car? 

4 A. No, he doesn't. 

128. 

s Q. So, the collision of $129 is not being 

a carried at this time? You know that? 

7 A. Yes. 

a Q. Your car is a 1965 Buick? 

9 A. That is correct. 

10 Q. How many miles does it have on it? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1s miles a year. 

1 s BY MR. ANDERSON: 

17 

18 

A. · Close to 22,000 miles. 

Q. 22,000 miles? 

A.· About that, yes. 

THE C OORT: That is less than 3, 000 

Q. Less than 3,000 miles a year? 

A. Yes. Well, at the beginning I didn't 

19 put much mileage on it. Because I used it only to go to see 

20 my in-laws and to the market. But I have put a little bit 

21 more on it now since I am alone. 

22 Q. I want to come down to your gasoline 

23 here. How many miles per gallon do you get? Do you get 

24 about 12 miles per gallon? 
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A. I don•t have any idea. 

Q. Ten miles per gallon? 

A. I don't have any idea. 

Q. Well, if you drive it 3,000 miles a 

s year, you couldn't possibly spend on gasoline more than 

s $100, could you? 

7 A. Well, I haven't been driving 3,000 a 

129 •. 

a year. I have been driving these two years much more than thot. 

s Because I have been going to washlngton. I have been visiting 

1 o ray friends. And I don't have ray husband to take me as he 

11 used to. So, I have been using my car much more than what I 

12 used to use it before. 

13 Q. Is your car in good working order? 

14 A. No. I already spent almost $140 on 

us repairs. 

16 Q. Didn't your husband put it in good working 

17 order for you? 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. He didn't? 

20 A. No. He bought me tires about a year and 

21 and half ago. 

22 Q. And you say that you spent how much on the 

23 car? 

24 A. I think it is close to $130 or $140. 
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Q. $130? 

A. Yes. 

3 Q. I didn't see that in your checks. Can 

4 you point that out? Did you pay that by check or did you 

s pay it by cash? 

6 A. No. I have it fixed one time. I have 
I 

7 the bill. It was something like forty-some dollars. And then 

a there was a change of hose at the station on Main Street, 

9 Which came to -- I don't re~mber -- close to $60.00. All 

10 together, it is $120 or $140. I can get it for you, Mr. 

11 Anderson. 

12 Q. All right. Now, your expense at the 

1
3 pharmacy, can you support that by your checks? Do you p4y 

14 that in cash? 

1 !5 A. I pay in cash. 

16 Q. Let's come over to the next page, your 

1
7 clothes. It is a fact that you are an expert seamstress, 

10 Jsn't it? You may not want to say that you are, but you do 

19 $ew very, very well, do you not? 

20 A. I am not a seamstress, Mr. Anderson. 
21 Q. I don't mean it in a professional sense. 

22 But you do sew very well? 

23 A. I would say that I can sew, yes. 

24 Q. When you were living with your husband, 
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~idn't you make an awful lot of your own clothes? 

A. Yes. I did it to help him. But not 

131. 

l
pecause I was a seamstress. 

Q. I am not trying to use the term "seamstres19" 

n a degrading manner at all. I mean you are an expert sewer. 

~t's put it that way. You know how to 11&ke clothes? 

stitches 

Ln you 

A. I didn't until I came here, Mr. Anderson. 

Q. Well, I thought that you taught sewing. 

A. Sewing to children ! taught. Sewing 

is not sewing dresses. 

Q. ··You never flent $200 a month on clothes 

were living with your husband? Isn't that a fact? 

A. Absolutely, I spent more than that. 

Q. You did" 

A. Yes. 

Q. Haven't you had occasion to make clothes 

~r the Claiborne children? 

I · MR.; CHAPPELL: Would you identify the 

C:laiborne children? 

MR. ANDERSON: That is Dr. Herbert 

Claiborne's children. 

l . THE WITNESS: Yes. I have made two 

d esses for their daughter, because it is my niece. And I like 
I 
! 

bar. 

t -; 
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132. 
I 

iey MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. How about for Mrs. Robertson, Sr.? You 

.have made clothes for her? 

A. She is a person that you cannot give 

present. So, I try to give whatever I could give to ter a 

er. And it was just a house gown, which is nothing. 

I Q. But it was very lovely and ilhe appreciate< 

it? 
·.i\, 

THE COURT: Oh, now, I would th ink it 

I 

hY MR. ANDERSON: 

I 

~re •• 

~us band 
I 
I 

Q. You say you pay everything by cash now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You don't have any charge accounts? 

A. Only Exxon. 

Q. Now, the jewelry that you have listed 

the major item of jewelry was the ring that your. 

gave you when you got married, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, that is right. 

01.ut 
1 

every year. 

Q. And I notice that you have averaged this 

I 
at least -- I don't mean great big jewelries -- but at least 

~beautiful jewelries for Christmas, anniversary, or birthda,. 

A. Yes. Because my husband used to give me 

'{f0t55 
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Q. Do you know what he paid for these things 

2 that he bought for you? 

3 A. I don't have any idea, no. 

4 Q. Now, we have been over "entertainment 

s at home and club." Do you have a breakdown on "entertainment 

s at home and club"? Well, what clubs are we talking about? 

7 A. The Country Club. The Virginia Museum. 

8 tou can have lunch there. ; 

9 Q. But you were not a meuber of the Country 

10 ¢lub when you and Mr. Robertson were living together, were 

11 you? 

12 A. Mr. Anderson --

13 Q. Just answer the question. T"aen you can 

14 explain it. 

H5 A. No. He retired from the Country Club. 

1s But at that time, we were three months of the year away. So, 

17 it was kind of impossible -- well, it was not necessary for 

10 me to belong to any club. 

19 Q. Can you tell us this: When did .,ou join 

20 the Country Club of Virginia? Wasn't it this year? Wasn't 
I 

21 lt recently? 

22 A. Well, the obligation was put seven or 

23 eight months ago, and I was accepted June 19th. 

24 Q. Of this year? 
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A. Y~s~ sir. 

Q. So, the club dues that you have listed 

here for the Country Club of Virginia were not paid when you 

were living with your· husband, because you weren't a member 

of the club? 

A. No. But my husband belongs to the other 

~lube, which I had •ccess to, which I don't have ·now. 

Q. What other clubs are they? 

A. The Commonwealth Club, the Bull and Bear 

Club, and the Executive Club. 

Q. · The Commonwealth Club is a men's club. 
I 

No women are members of the Commonwealth Club? 

A. But you can go· as a wife •. 

'~-----~-------------------------------------~---------------~ 
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2 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

3 

Mrs. Robertson - Cross 
135. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, before we recessed, I 

4 asked you about the Country Club of Virginia. And you told 

s us when you joined. You said it was in June, I believe. 

e A• June 19th. 

7 Qo Of 1973? 

a A. That is right. 

s Q. Now, how about these other clubs and 

10 societies that are listed here on the statement? Well, do 

t 1 you have the statement before you? 

t2 THE COURT: Here is one, Mrs. Robertson. 

t3 NOTE: The court handed the docu-

t4 ment to the witness. 

ts THE WITNESS: Well, since I came to 

te Richmond years ago, I became a member of the Virginia Museum 

t7 and the Valentine Museum. And then about a year and a half 

ta or two years ago, I joined the other one. 

ts BY MR. ANDERSON: 

20 Q. Was that after the separation? 

2t A. Yes. 

22 Q. Now, let's come on down to your karate 

23 lessons. How long have you been taking karate? 

24 A. I started karate last !'fay. May 1972. 
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Q. May of 1972? 
2 

A. Yes. 
3 

Q. So, that would be after your separation 
4 also? 

!5 
A. Well, as you can imagine, I have to do 

6 
something instead of driving myself crazy. I have to keep 

- _....,," 

7 

a 
Q. And the Virginia Museum Art classes, did 

9 you start those in 1972 also? 

10 
A. Yes. 

11 

Q. And your guitar lessons? 
12 

A. I took guitar lessons off and on since 
13 I came. 

14 
Q. Do you take them every month? 

15 

A. I am not taking it right now. But I 
16 have been taking it off and on. 
17 

Q. Are you taking karate now? 
18 

A. Yes, I am. 

Q. How about the art classes at the Virginia 
19 

20 Museum? 

21 
A. It is only during the fall, because they 

22 
are going to start now in.September. The 17th, I think it 

23 
Q. How many months out of the year would 

I I you be 
24 taking - those? 
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A. Well, I took the two terms. 

2 Q. The fall and the spring? 

3 A. Exactly. 

4 Q. So, that wouldbe what? Six months? 

!5 A. About that. Less than that, I think. 

6 Q. Well, the reason I asked that is that 

7 I note on your statement that you have it for twelve months. 

a A. Because it is divided. It costs you 

9 $40 each term, or $50 each term. So, how do you divide it? 

10 It is easier to put it by the year. 

11 Qo Now, your golf, $56 per month for golf. 

12 A. Well, that I would like to keep on taking. 

13 I took some lessons in Peru before I was married. And as I 

14 wasn't a member here and as we traveled so much, I didn't 

1s have the opportunity. 

16 Q. When was the last golf lesson that you 

17 took in Peru? Would it have been 1960, 1961, 1962, or 1963? 

18 A. No. 1964. 

19 Q. 1964? 

20 A. 1964, yes. 

21 Q. And you haven't played golf since you 

22 

23 

have been here? 

I was taking lessons!. A. I never_play.ed golf. 

24 Q. But have you taken any golf lessons since 
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you have been here? 

A. No, I haven't. 

Q. You mean this is something you would 

like to do? 

A. I would like to do it, yes. 

Q. Your travel expenses -- you have listed 

Isome $4, 700 in travel expenses. 

travel expenses? 

In 1971, what were your 

A. Well, I mentiond that my husband sent in 

a statement or something that he declared. That is what I 

say to Mr. Chappell. He say "$5, 000 or $6, 000 for my wife's 

traveling expenses." 

Q. What I am asking you is, did you trev·el 

in 1971? 

A. I went to see my parents once. 

Q. One time? 

A. No. Excuse me. 1971? I went in 

October for my father's operation and my father and mother's 

golden anniversary. I came back in December. 

You are asking me about. 1971? 

Q. 1971. 

A. In 1971, I went with my husband to South 
I 
I America. No, I went before. Then I came back alone. I And then 

I went back again alone, and he came back by himself. Because 
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139. 

I 

ithat was when 

I 
Q. 

!stated that when I 

I 
1were made payable 

/January of 1972. 

I A. 
I 
I operation. 

I I Q. 
I 
'. 1972? 
I 
I 

Well, let's get on to 1972. I believe yo 

was going over your checks those that 

to your family when you went to Peru in 

That is correct. After I have this 

Now, is that your only trip to Peru in 

A. That was the only one. 

Q. And you paid for that? I 
I 
I 

I didn • t 
I 

A. My husband deducted that from me. He 

deposit that month. The money that he gave me every 

He bought me the ticket I month, he didn't deposit that month. 
I 
/ with that money. 

I 
I Q. So, th~ $475_t~at he would have paid 

/ you went for the airline ticket? 

A. That is right. He said he couldn't pay I 
/ for my trip to Peru. 

Q. Now, did Mrs. Robertson, Sr., give you 

I a gift of money? 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

A. Yeso I think it was $300 or $200. 

Q. And in 1973, your checks indicate that 

you paid Eastern Air Lines $483.90. Was that for your trip? 
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A. For my trip to Peru, yes. 

Q. So, you have already been one time this 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you paid for that out of the money 

~hat Mr. Robertson has been giving you? 

I A. Well, there is no other source. 

Q. Is it your plan to return home once a 

9 ear? Is that the idea? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

. A. 

leen travelling all 

Well, I imagine so. In my life, I have 

! 
the time. And then my husband and I used 

to travel so long. And my parents are still alive. And I 

rsh I could 

f notice that 

do it. 

Q. Now, from August through December of 1971, 

your checks total $1,828.80, if I have added 

~hem up correctly, and that the checks to your family which 

~ou say were gifts in 1971 amount to $595 

A. Excuse me. When was that? 

J Q. From August through December of 1971. 

~his is after the separation. 

A. Well, my father and mother's birthdays 

rre in October. 

Q. I am just saying what the figures are. 

I . ; 

A. What do you want me to tell you? 

1 
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Q. What I am saying is that you gave your 

family gifts of money of $595 during this period of time. 

~t is what the checks add up to, 

A. If the checks say so, Mr. Anderson, you 

are right. 

Q. And that is included in the $1,800, in 

round figures, that you disbursed from your checking account 

kuring this period? 

I A. You are not counting the time that I 

~ve been staying in Peru and I have to pay for whatever I 
' 

11 heed to live. Or are you? 

12 Q. I am including all of the checks that 

13 rou have disbursed. 

14 A. Well, I spend almost $600 this last trip 

1!5 in Peru. 

16 Q. Well, during this four-month period, 

17 the amount of the $475 would equal $1,800? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 

MR. CHAPPELL: I don't understand the 

ruestion, Mr. Anderson. Say that again. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. During the four months -- that is, from 

:August through December -- that is a period of four months -­

A. I sold $1,000 worth of stocks. 

Q. No. I am referring to your checks. You 
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$1,800 for that period of time. And if you multiply $475 
I 
by four -- which is the cash that Mr. Robertson has been 

giving you -- it would come to $1,800. That is what I am 

saying. And of that sum, you paid to your family in gifts 

$595. Now, was your standard of living any different during 

a that period of time than it was when you were living with 

7 / 'Mr. Robertson? 

a A. Yes, it was, Mr. Anderson. Because I 

9 was almost dying. I was so ill and so sick and so abandoned 

10 that I just wanted to die. So, my standard of living --

11 you cannot compare it with right now or my standard of living 

12 ,with my husband. Because it was when my husband abandoned 

13 1me. So, it is not a normal case. 

14 Q. You mean you were depressed mentally? 

1 !5 Is that what you mean? 

16 A. I wasn't mentally ill. But I was very 

17 sick. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Now, in 1972, if I have added up your 

checking account disbursements correctly and this is for 

the entire year -- it amounts to $6,400. And of that sum, 

$2,336.54 was paid to this Mr. Arce, for which you were 

' reimbursed? 

A. Right. 

Q. So, your total disbursements from your 

00:!.65 
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checking account, including everything -- but not including 

the disbursements to Mr. Arce -- amounted to $4,063. Now, 

my question is this: You received from Mr. Robertson in 

cash twelve times $475, which would be $5,700. So, that 
' 
gives you an excess of something like $1,700. Now, did 

a you save that money? 

7 A. I don't know what you are asking me. 

a The total of the year came to --

9 Qo Here -- let me show you this. Do you 

10 see this tape here? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That tape represents all of the checks 

,for 1972. And it comes to $6,400. Do you see ths.t? 

A. Right. 

Q. Now, of that sum, $2,336.54 would be 

deducted, because that is money that you paid Mr. Arce and 

he paid you back, you see. 

A. Yes, plus this $1,000. 

Q. Yes. That is the $1,000 and the $1,300. 

That would be $2,300. 

A. Right. 

Q. Now, if you deduct that from the $6,400 

figure, you arrive at $4,063. 

Ao Yes. 

00:1.66 
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Q. Now, that includes all money that you 
2 .spent in 1972. Whereas, you actually received from Mr. 
3 

Robertson $5,700, which is roughly $1,700 in excess of what 

4 you spent. Do you follow me on that? 

A. I spent more than what I got? 

6 
Q. No. You got more than you spent. You 

7 
/ got $1,700 more than what you spent by check. 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, what did you do with that $1,700? 

A. Well, Mr. Anderson, the money that I am 

saving, that is t~e ~.~~g,qyni;,,.,0£.~~$14'reoo.1,,~,., .. .r don't have 

any more money than that. 

Q. Now, in 1973, I notice that chere are 

14 certain items that you spent money for. Well, we have 

us 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

already gone over the Eastern Air Lines ticket. But you 

paid Mr. McDougle, I believe, $550, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then you paid the Country Club of 

Virginia $645. You paid Schwarzschild for the appraisal 

$150. Now, certainly, two of those expenses are expenses 

incident to this litigation? Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And your tuition fee or your initiation 

fee at the Country Club is not a recurring item? 

001.()7 
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A. It is once in a lifetime, yes. Exactly. 

Q. One time? 

A. Exactly. 

Q. Now, you also paid Lane's Secretarial 

Service three checks. What was that for? 

A. For papers that I wanted to present to 

/

Mr. Chappell. I don't type. 

.And they have to be redone. 

I don't have a typing machine. 

And I have copies. 

Q. so·, those three items of expense were 

in connection with this litigation also? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who is Walter Pinochet? 

A. He is a friend of mine that works as a 

steward in the company. And they cannot get dollars very 

easily in Peru. He provided me the soles and I sent him 

the check from here. 

Q. He provided you with what? · 

A. Soles. The Peruvian currency. 

Q. Was that to spend while you were over 

there? 

A. Right. 

Q. Now, it is true, is it not, Mrs. Robert-

son, that you started out with approximately $7,000 to $8,000 

in stocks, and you still have that? 

00:1.68. 
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A. Well, no. I started with $9,000 or 
~ .,...: ..... - J ;.···-.- -- • -

2 $10,000. At a point, I took some, I think, for a trip that 

3 my husband didn't have at that time. Then I -cook another 

4 ~.!.1.Q.Q,Q .. ,-~,~-.... ~!.~P. ~~-,J~~-~h~I .. ~,,§~.,J~,P,~0~t:;Jpp. and to have just some 

5 extra. And this $1,000 or $1,500 I sold lately. 

6 Q. I want to ask you a few qtieations about 

7 the furniture. Mrs. Robertson, Sr~, would it be fair to say, 

a owns the bulk of the furniture at your apartment? 

9 A. What do you mean "furniture"? If you 

10 can make it a little more explicit. 

11 Q. I beg your pardon? 

12 A. You mean furniture 1 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. Yes. She owns mostly all of it. 

15 Q. And th is furniture is furniture that came 

1s to her by the will of her mother, was it not? Do you know 

17 that? 

18 A. I don't know where that furniture came 

19 from. I know that they have it. And we didn't have anything. 

20 And they were very kind to give it to us on a loan. I don't 

21 know where it came from. We have a Korean cabinet that my 

22 father acquired while he was on one of his trips, I think. 

23 I don't know. 

24 Q. Well, let me ask you this question: Did 

001.69 



2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

13 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
C!JURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

I 

Mrs. Robertson - Cross 147. 

you know that this furniture at one time was at Meadow Farm 
I 
fn Orange County? 

A. No, I didn't know. 

Q. I am mistaken about that. Did you know 

that it was at 2325 MOnument Avenue, where Mrs. Helen Taylor 

lives? 

A. I didn't know that it came from there. 

I know now that some pieces were at 2325 Monument Avenue. 

/But at that time, I didn't know, 

/ Q. Has she been to. your apartment? 

A. Mrs. Taylor? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Has she talked about any of these items 

of furniture that were once in the home where she is now 

living? 

A. Yes. 

Qo Did you know that she disputed the owner­

ship of this furniture with Mrs. Robertson, Sr. at one''''time? 

A. Yes, I knew. 

Q. Who was it that suggested to you that you 

get Mr. Reese to appraise it? 

A. Mrs. Taylor. 

Q. Mrs. Taylor did? 

00170 
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A. Yes. 

2 
Q. Was it her suggestion that you have it 

.,.1 ,., ··~ f,·1.-.•. , .. .1,:,, ~. 

3 

4 
A. Yes. Because she told me that it was my 

futniture. I never have lived in this country before. And 
6 

7 

a 
don't have family here. And nobody came to help me, and __ s,h~---·. 

9 offered herself to cane and help me and advise me. 

to 

t 1 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

~,~ .,,,, .. 

Q. Has she been helping you and advising 

you throughout this litigation? 

A. She recommended me to Mr. Reese. 

Q. Has Mrs. Taylor been advising you 

about the litigation here -- about the divorce? 

A. No• She has been helping me morally 

more than anything else. 

Q. Has Mrs. Taylor told you what a bad 

person your husband is? 

MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, 

I think that is highly inappropriate. 

THE COURT: Isn't Mrs. Taylor out here? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes. She is going to 

testify. That is what Mr. Chappel 1 says. 

MR. CHARPELL: She may or may not. But 

00:1.71 
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whether she does or doesn't testify --, 

149. 

2 THE COURT: Well, I don't see that it 

3 has got a lot to do with it one way or the other. But I 

4 "would suspect that if she contended with his mother about 

s 1the furniture, the answer would be pretty obvious. But I 

6 don't see that it has got anything to do with what I have got 
I 

7 to cecide. I don't think Mrs. Taylor has given this woman 

a iany legal advice and we are trying this case on the law. 

9 .I certainly think we are going too far down dark alleys now. 

10 Is it your position that she has un-

11 justly influenced this woman to bring this litigation? Is 

12 'that your position? 

13 

14 

IS 

MR. ANDERSON: Not to bring the litiga• 

1 tion, but I think she is an influence, yes, sir. 

THE OOURT: I would think so. She says 

1s : she has been helping her morally. 

17 MR. ANDERSON: Right. 

18 MR. CHAPPELL: I object to any testimony 

19 concerning what somebody else has said to my client about 

20 the conduct of her case. 

21 THE COURT: Well, of course, let's put 

22 the -shoe on the other foot. If this witness wanted to 

23 testify as to what Mrs. Taylor advised her, it would be ob-

24 jectionable. 
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MR. CHAPPELL: It certainly would. 

MR. ANDERSON: I haven't asked her that. 

THE COURT: You asked her didn't she 
I 

tell her that her husband was a bad man? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir. 

Tl;IE COURT: Well, I think that is advis-
I 

ing her. Certainly, if she wanted to volunteer on direct 
' 

e examination what Mrs. Taylor had told her, you would be the 
I 

9 first to object, I would think. Let's asstDDe she did tell 

1 

10 her that. I don't see that it makes a great deal of differencH. 

11 As I said, you have already indicated that she disputed the 

12 ownership of the furniture. I think if she did tell her 

13 that, that doesn't make it so. And if she didn't tell her 

14 that, it doesn't make any difference either. 

1!S MR. CHAPPELL: I renew the objection, 

16 
I 

your honor. 

17 THE COURT: I will sustain the objec-

18 'tion. 

19 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

20 Q. I would like to ask you this question, 

21 1Mrs. Robertson: Before you instituted this suit, was it 

22 your intention to institute it on the grounds of the one-

23 year separation rather than adultery? 

24 MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the court, 
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I object most strenuously. Mr. Anderson is attempting, by 

2 his questions, to inject himself in the attorney-client 

3 relationship. That is most improper. 

4 THE COURT: Objection sustained. And 

s on reconsideration, I am going to let the witness answer the 

s other question, the prior question, for this reason: It may, 

7 in the event Mrs. Taylor testifies, help the court to arrive 

a at her credibility by helping the court to determine whether 

9 or not she has any feeling for or against the defendant. 

to And for that reason, I am going to allow the question to 

tt be answered -- not for the truth or falsity of it, but to 

t2 1 help me judge her credibility if she testifies. 

t3 MR. CHAPPELL: I, of course, except 

t4 · to the ruling of the court • 

tl5 .. THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

ts BY MR. ANDERSON: 

t7 Q. Would you answer this question: Has 

ta Mrs. Taylor spoken deroga~pJ:'ily about Mr. Robertson? 
" ... ~;"""'' '".'; 't.·-·' .... - ·: ~ . ••. ' .. :• .. ~ ...... :~~···i>~·-:-·1• ... :011<:•'>:'>••-!>t':'l'\1;0(:1:_.....r"\••.,,..~'<J~ .. ~ 

t9 A. Yes, she has. 

20 THE COURT: I don't think any of us 

21 are surprised, the way the facts have developed here. 

22 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

23 Q. Has her statement and her attitude 

24 ' toward Mr. Robertson had any influence on you and your 

00:1.74 
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I 
attitude toward him? 

2 A. No, sir. 

3 Q. It has not? 

4 A. It has not. And she hasn't led me on 

s anything. That is why I have a counsellor. And he is advis-

a 'ing me. 

7 MR. CHAPPELL: I renew the objection. 

8 THE COURT: Of course. I understand. 

9 MR. CHAPPELL: I had to be consistent, 

10 your honor. I couldn't object to one without objecting to 

11 tb~ .. ,9tber. 

12 MR. ANDERSON: I have no further ques-

13 tions. 

14 THE COURT: Do you have any redirect? 

us MR. CHAPPELL: Yes, sir. Very briefly. 

1 s REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

17 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

18 Q. My notes indicate that during the course 

19 of cross examination by Mr. Anderson, you commenced to say 

20 that Mrs. Wagner and your husband paid you a visit one early 

21 morning. And you never had an opportunity to complete that. 

22 When did that take place? 

23 A. That took place while he was still living 

24 ,in my apartment -- I mean, ·sleeping in my apartment,. He calle 

00:1.75 
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ke at 1:00 in 

Mrs. Robertson - Redirect 153. 

the morning. 

Q. Approximately what month and year? 

A. It must have been around June. I can't 
j 

I 
tell you for sure. 

Q. What year ? 

A. 1970. Before he left the apartment. 

Q. 1970 or 1971? 

MR. ANDERSON: You are leading her. 

9 But go ahead. 

10 THE WITNESS: 1971. 

11 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

12 

13 

14 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. What happened? 

A. Well, he told me that Katheryn Wagner 

/wanted to talk to me if I wanted to talk to her. I said, 

/"Well, of course, why not?" I thought it was going to be 

/a conversation on the phone. But at this point, I kept on 

jwaiting and watting and nobody came to the line. So, I decidec 

/that they were coming to the apartment. So, about 2:00 

Jo'clock in the morning, they came to see me -- my husband 

and Mrs. Wagner. 

Q. Without going into the details of the 

discussion, what was the substance of the visit? 

ii 
husband J A. Well, she told me that she and my 

were in love. 
/ 
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Q. Did she indicate that they planned to be 

2 

3 
• No • 

4 Q. What else did she say? 

A. That it wasn't what I thought: That my 

a nusband loved me and have a gr~at admiration for me. Which 

7 really was very unusual. At first, she asked my husband to 

a get out of his own home because she wanted to talk alone 

9 with me. Which he did. And it just was a very, very un-

to pleasant situation. 

11 Q. What time did she leave? 

12 A. She left about quarter to three or 3:30 

13 and my ·husband took her home. Which I didn't know at that 

14 time where she was living. And he came back to my bed. 

1 !5 Q. Now, Mr. Anderson inquired about your 

16 brother-in-law having treated you as a gynocologist. 

17 A. Yes, sir. 

1a Q. Are you Still under his care? 

19 A. Well, I should go once a year. I talked 

20 to him about fees and all that. And he said he would be 

21 /delighted to see me. And I said, ''Well, I wish the situation 

22 was different. " 

23 Q. What other doctors do you see? 

24 A. Dr. Bill Martin. 
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Q. Is Dr. Martin your regular physician? 

A. My regular physician since I first came 

Q. What kind of treatment does he give you? 

A. Well, at the beginning, he gave me these 

tranquilizers. I couldn't sleep. I was very nervous, and 

I was anemic. So, ,he gave me a lot of iron pills. . And I 

still, of course, cannot sleep very well. And that is why 

I am joining all of these club$ -· to be able to rebuild my 

1 

I . 
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4 Q. Now, when you responded to Mr. Anderson 

s !on that, you said you saved money "by living like a miser." 
I 
I 

e 1 Would you tell the court what things you have cut out or 

7 done without during this period in order to build up your 

a 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

1!5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I 

/b.ank a_~c_ount. fo!" .~n emerg_~nc_y!_ 
I 
I 

I 
I 
i 
I 
I 

I 
I 
/ 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
j 

I 
i 
I 

I 
J 
I 
I 
I 

Q. Let's take specific items. In response 

to Mr. Anderson's questions, you mentioned the maid. Is 

24 that one area? 
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A. One area, yes. · I have a maid twice a 

month now. I haven't used any dry cleaning since last 

October. 

Q. You haven't used any dry cleaning since 

s last October? 

6 A. That is right_. 

Q. •What do you do with your clothes? • 
7 

a A. I have plenty of clothes. My father-in-

e law used to say I was one of the women to have more shoes 

10 and more clothes. Now I have polyester, and I wash them 

11 myself. 

12 Q. What elae? 

13 A. I have· cut as much as I can for myself 

14 · especially. 

1s Q. How about trips to the hairdresser? 

16 A. Well, no, not at all. 

17 Q. Do you mean you do go or you don't go? 

18 A. I don't go now. I used .to. 

19 Q. · You formerly did? 

20 A. I formerly did, yes. 
21 

Q. What other areas? How about your food 

22 and your household expenses? 

23 

24 

001.80 
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THE WITNESS: Well, I cut out as much 

as I could, your honor. I knew that this problem was coming. 

And I didn't have any other source of income. As I worked 

00:1.81 
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MR. CHAPPELL: Mr. McDougle, please. 

S. Ko McDOUGLE, JRo, being first duly sworn, 

was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

IBY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. State your name and age. 

Ao S. K. McDougle, Jr. 

Q. What is your age? 

A. Forty-nine. 

Q. Where do you live? 

A. I live in Hanover County. 

Q. What is your business, Mr. McDougle? 

A. I have a detective agency in Richmond. 

Q. How long have you been so engaged? 

A. Twenty-eight years. 

Q. You were employed by Mrs. Robertsoh here? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Approximately when.? 

A. In October of 1972. 

Q. What did you do in carrying out your 

employment? And refer, wherever possible, to specific dates. I 
I 

A. Following my employment by Mrs. Robertson, j 

I found that Mr. Robertson, in October of 1972, was spending 1 

right much time in the Lexington Tower. Or, his car was 
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parked in back of the Lexington Tower in downtown Richmond. 

On November 14, 1972, at 12:05 a.m., I 

3 located Mr. Robertson's car. AFE-003 is the license number. 
1 

4 It is a Buick automobile. And I found that Mrs. Katheryn 

Wagner had Apartment 1409 on the fourteenth floor of the 

6 Lexington Tower Apartments. On this occasion, at 12:10 a.m., 

7 the lights were on and they went off in the apartment at 

8 1409 at 104 West Franklin Street. 

9 THE COURT: What time was that? 

10 THE WITNESS: 12:10 a.m. And I waited 

11 'in the area. And I waited there until 1: 30 a.m. The lights 

12 remained off. And Mro Robertson's car was parked in the back 

13 of the Lexington Tower. I discontinued on that occasion and 

14 ·returned at 5:00 a.m. And his car was parked in the same 
i 

HS position and had not been moved. 

16 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

17 Q. How did you know it hadn't been moved? 

18 A. Earlier in the night, I put a match stick 

19 under the back tire of the car. And the stem was still there 

20 the next morning. 

21 Q. Go ahead. 

22 A. On this occasion, at 6:14 a.m., the 
I 

23 lights came on in Apartment 1409. 

24 'IRE COURT: And this is, as ·I have got it, 
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THE WITNESS: That is correct, yes, sir. 

And at 6:29 a.m., I moved around -- well, I was in a posi-

'tion about a block from the apartment at the old Cecil Long 

1 Garage, which is located on Grace Street. And I was using 

a pair of field glasses to watch the apartment on the four-

teenth floor. I went around to the back of the apartment in 

the Lexington Tower. At 6:29 a.m., Mr. Robertson walked 

down the hali and came out of the back door of the apartment 

building and got in his car and drove off on the east side 

of the building towards Franklin Street. I discontinued 

on this occasion. 

The next occasion would be on the same date, 

on November 14th. At 7:00 p.m. in the evening, I located 

Mr. Robertson's car again parked at the Lexington Tower. 

And the lights were on in the apartment at 1409. From time 

' to time, with field glasses, in the same position at the 

Cecil Long Garage, I could see Mr. Robertson and, on occasion, 

Mrs. Wagner, if they got close to the picture window. The 

drapes were always open. 

At 11:20 on this night, the lights went off 

in the apartment. And as seen from my position, the apart-

23 ment was in total darkness. I drove around to the back of 

24 the apartment building and again put the match stem under 
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the tire of Mr. Robertson's car. I went back in the posi-
I 

tion to observe the apartment. And at 1:30 a.m., the lights 

were off in the apartment. I did not see anyone leave the 

:building, and I discontinued right after that. 

And at 4:45 a.m., I returned to the car. 

THE CX>URT: Wait a minute. This 1:30 

would be the following morning, wouldn't it? 

a THE WITNESS: The 1: 30 would be the 

9 following morning, that is correct.. Which would be November 

10 '15th. 

11 THE CX>URT: And at 4:45, you did what? 

12 THE WITNESS: I came back to the apart-

13 ment and located the car. The car had not been movad. And 

14 I went around in a position to observe apartment 1409. And 

15 at 6:15 a.m., the lights came on in the apartment. And at 

16 
1 6:27 a.m., the lights went off in the apartment, and at 

17 6:30 a.m., Mr. Robertson again came out of the back door 

18 :of the apartment building and walked to his car. 

19 On this occasion, as on other occasions, 

20 he was wearing glasses. He had a tan overcoat on and no hat. 

21 He got into his car and drove off to Franklin Street on the 

22 ,east side of the apartment building, made a left turn on 

23 .Franklin, and drove down Adams to Main Street, and then 

24 continued west on Main Street. I discontinued on this occasio1 • 
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The next occasion would be November 15th, 

163. 

2 'the same date, at 7:30 p.m. Again, I found Mr. Robertson's 

3 car parked in the back of the Lexington Tower. I parked 

4 in the position at 7:31 to observe the apartment at 1409. 

s The lights were on in the apartment. And on occasions, Mr. 

6 Robertson could be seen, as well as Mrs. Wagner, walking 

7 around in the apartment. At 6: 28 p.m., the lights were off 

a in the apartment. 

9 THE COURT: Wait a minute. At what ti!ll2? 

10 6:28, did you say? 

11 THE WITNESS: I am sorry. At 11:28 p.m. 

12 'I remained in the area until 12:10 aom., which would be just 

13 'after midnight. Mr. Robertson's car was still parked in 

14 the same position. The lights were off in the apartment. 

1S And I discontinued. 

16 I returned at 5:00 a.m. The car was 

17 still there. And at 6:16 a.m., the lights came on in the 

1e apartment, and at 6:25 a.m., the lights went out. And at 

19 6:27 a.m., Mr. Robertson left the apartment building, walked 

20 to his car, and drove elf. again. And at 6:30 a.m., I dis-

21 continued. 

22 The next occasion was November 16th at 

23 6:00 p.m. Again, I located Mr. Robertson's car parked in 

2 4 'the apartment building lot. And at 8:30 p.m., I returned 
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to the Lexington Tower, and his car was still parked there. 

And the lights were on in the apartment. At 11:28 p.m., the 

lights were off in the apartment. I waited in the vicinity. 

,At 12:10 a.m., on November 17th, I discontinued. Mr. Robert-

son's car was still parked in the back of the apartment 

l 

morning, I returne~. building. 6 

7 At 5:00 a.m., the following 

8 And at 6: 18 a.m., the lights came on. When I got there at 

9 5:00 a.m., the apartment was in darkness. At 6:18, the lights 

10 came on in the apartment. At 6:26 a.m., the lights went 

11 
1 off and at 6: 30 a.m., Mr. Robertson left the rear of the 

12 apartment building, as he had before. And he drove off in 

13 his car. And I d:f:scontinued after that. 

14 The following occasion was on December 2, 

ts ' 1972. And at 11:00 p.m., my wife and I drove over to the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

apartment area. At 11:45, Mrs. Robertson joined us. And 

Mr. Robertson's car could not be found. There was a light on 

in the apartment. And we waited in the back of the apart-

ment building in the position to observe the apartment. Mr. 

Robertson arrived with Mrs. Wagner at 1:10 a.m. They pro-

ceeded west on Grace Street and turned into the Lexington 

parking lot. Mr. Robertson parked on the west side of the 

parking lot'. And he went around to the other side of the 

24 automobile and opened the door for Mrs. Wagner. She got out 

001.87 



1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

'1 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

McDougle - Direct 

of the car. They embraced at the side of the automobile. 

After a short time, they walked together and entered the 

165. 

Lexington Tower from the rear door. And a few minutes later, 

we pulled around to the same vantage point as before, at 

the Cecil Long garage. And as they entered the apartment, 

•we could see Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Wagner as they were in 

1 the apartment. 

At 1:35 a.m., with my wife and Mrs. Robertson, 

1 we went over to the Berkshire Apartments to Mrs. Robertson's 

apartment. · And then we went to the roof of the Berkshire. 

,From that point -- which is approximately a block or maybe 

'a little bit more from the Lexington Tower -- you are looking 

down more or less on the apartment at 1409 approximately, 

as I said, about a block or so west. From this point, we 

could see Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Wagner in the apartment •. 

We could not see them on all occasions. In the living room, 

if they went to the left or to the right, they were out of 

our view. At 3:00 a.m., we discontinued. Mr. Robertson 

was still in the apartment on this occasion. The lights 

were on in the apartment. When we left the roof of the Berk-

shire, the lights were still on. And we discontinued on 

that occasion. 

The next occasion was December 7, 1972. And 

at 10:00 p.m., I went up to the roof of the Berkshire. And 
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from time to time until about 10:30, at which time I dis-

continued, Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Katheryn Wagner could be 

seen walking around in the apartment. When I left at 10:30, 

the lights were still on, and Mr. Robertson was there. I 

had other conmitments. And I had to leave. 

The next occasion was December 8, 1972. On 

this occasion, at approximately 9:00 p.m., my wife and I 

talked to Mrs. Robertson in her apartment at the Berkshire. 

At approximately 9:15 p.m., I went to the roof of the Berk-

shire. The lights were on in the apartment at 1409. But I 

did not see either of the parties on this occasion. I waited 

until 1:30 a.m., and discontinued. Neither Mr. Robertson 

nor Mrs. Wagner were seen. His car was not in the lot. And 

I discontinued on this occasion. 

The next time was December 10, 1972 at 9:00 

p.m., from the roof of the Berkshire. I could see Mr. Robert· 

son and Mrs. Wagner in the apartment. The lights were on. 

At ·11:00 p.m., they were still there. Mr. Robertson's car 

was parked in the lot. The lights were on. And at 11:20 

p.m •• I discontinued. My wife and I left the Berkshire. 

The next occasion was on December 11, 1972 

at 9:40 p.m. Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Wagner were in the · j 

At 9:55, I discontinued. The lights were on when1 apartment. 

' I left. 
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The next occasion was December 12, 1972, 

at 7:10 p.m. I located Mr. Robertson's car parked in the 

lot. The lights were on in the apartment. On this occasion, 

I did not go to the roof. I just made anote of the car 

behg there. 

The next occasion was December 14, 1972. 

My wife and I again talked .to Mrs. Robertson in her apartment 

8 at the Berkshire. At 10:00 p.m., Mr. Robertson and Mrs. 

9 Wagner were in Apartment 1409 at the Lexington Tower. The 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

lights were on. At 1:00 p.m., which would be December 15th 

Q. 1:00 p.m. or 1:00 a.m.? 

Ao ·I am sorry. 1:00 a.m., on December 15th. 

The lights remained on in the apartment and both Mrs. Wagner 

' 

1 

and Mr. Robertson were in the living room of the apartment, 

I 
And during the time from 10:00 p.m. until 1:00 I could see 

j Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Wagner as they passed in the living 

I room, At 1:10 a,m,, the lights were still on in the apart­

j ment. And it was on this occasion that I discontinued. 

j The next occasion was Decembc;:r 16, 1972, this 

being a Saturday night. At 10:30 p.mg, accompanied by my 

wife, we went to the Berkshire and onto the roof of the 

Berkshire. On this occasion, at Apartment 1409 in the 

Lexington Tower, the lights were on and you could see in the 

apartment. The blinds t1n all occasions from this point were 
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open. This was looking into the picture window into the 

living room. 

At 11:2.5 p.m., Mrs. Robertson and my wife 

and I went to the Lexington Tower and onto the Fourteenth 

Floor to Apartment 1409. At 11:30 p.m., I rang the bell 

at Apartment 1409. At 11:33 p.m., Mr. Robertson answered 

the door. .. 

168. 

THE COURT: What is the date here again? 

THE WITNESS: December 16th. He was 

10 wearing a black shirt. He had on dark trousers. And I asked, 

11 "Is this Mr. Robertson?'' And he answered by saying, ''Yes, 

12 it is." Mrs. Robertson was standing over to the side of the 

13 door and I told him that I had somebody that wanted to speak 

14 to him. He walked out the door in a position to see Mrs. 

15 Robertson. And then I asked if we could come inside rather 

16 than to create a scene. Someone was coming down the hall 

17 at- that time. And We walked into the living room at Apartment 

18 1409. And Mrs. Katheryn Wagner was sitting on a sofa-type 

19 hide-away bed. She was barefooted. Her hair was disarranged. 

20 And there was a pillow on the sofa or the bed. She got up 

21 and walked over and made the statement to Mrs. Robertson, 

22 ''Lucha, how could you do this?'' 

23 

24 
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THE WITNESS: No. Mrs. Wagner ~tated 

s to Mrs. Robertson. ''Lucha, how could you do th.is?" I explai 

e to Mr. Robertson who I was. I stated the nature of my busi-

7 ness and that I had been employed by Mrs. Robertson to check 

a on his activities during this time. After a short conversa-

9 tion that Mrs. Robertson had with Mrs. Wagner -- and it 

10 became a little heated -- I suggested to Mrs. Robertson that 

11 we leave. At which time we left the apartment. 

12 BY MR. CHAPPEU.: 

13 Q. What floor was Apartment 1409 on? 

14 A. On the Fourteenth Floor. 

15 Q. In each instance in which you returned 

1e in the morning to find the automobile still parked at the 

17 Lexington Tower. you used either a match stick or something 

1a like that to indicate it? 

19 A. That is right. 

20 Q. Did you submit a bill to Mrs. Robertson 

21 for your services? 

22 A. Yes 1 I did. 

23 Q. What was the amount of that bill? 

24 A. I have it here. It is strictly a daily 
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proposition. It was $50 based on eight hours. It amounted 

to a total of 11 days at $50 -- $550. Plus $25 for automo-

3 bile expenses. 

4 Q. Has this been paid? 

A. Yes, it has been paid. 

6 Q. By whom? 

7 A. :._BY. ~s._ ~~bertson. _ 
I. 

a 

I 
9 .1 

10 

11 

12 
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14 
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I BY MRo ANDERSON: 
I 

I Q. You say Mrs. Robertson employed you. 

I 
I 

Is she the one you talked to? 

j A. Yes. 

I Q. You didn't talk to anybody else? 

A. I talked to Mrs. Robertson with Mr. 

e Chappell in his office. 

9 Q. Who determined how long you were to 

10 stay on this matter? 

171 • 

11 A. That was between Mr. Chappell and Mrs. 

12 Robertson. 

13 Q. Was it decided that you were to do this 

14 surveillance, say, from November 14th through December 17th? 

1s Or were you going to do it seventeen times or any number of 

1e times? 

17 A There was no definite amount of times • 

10 that we discussed. It was just that I should do it on these 

19 occasions. And that was mostly between Mrs. Robertson and 

20 Mr. Chappell. 

21 Q. Were you reporting to Mrs. Robertson 

22 I and Mr. Chappell? 
I 

23 I A. Yes. 
I 

24 

i 
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BY MR. ANDERSON: 

McDougle - Cross 17S. 

Q. I believe you said that December 16th 

was the one time that you went to the apartment and knocked 

on the door and the door was opened? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. How much time would you say elapsed 

after your knock? 

A. Three minutes. 

Q. And 'Ctften Mr. Robertson came to the door, 

he was fully clothed? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. I believe you said he had on a black 

shirt and dark trousers. 

A. It was one of these turtle necks. I 

don't know how to describe it. It was something that fitted 

00:1.95 
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p!!etty tight. And there was a turtle neck to it, with grey 

2 trousers. 

3 Q. Well, was it black? 

4 A. Yes. 

Q. What else was said? What was said by 

e Mrs. Robertson? Well, you have told us that Mrs. Wagner 

7 said to Mrs. Robertson, "Lucha, how could you do this?" 

e A. That is correct. 

9 Q. Was there anything else said that you 

10 can recall? 

11 A. Mrs. Robertson was getting on her pretty 

12 strong, I think, from the conversation. I did not know 

13 before this time that Mrs. Robertson knew Mrs. Wagner an_d 

14 had known her for some time. And from what I understood, 

ts she knew her very well. I don't know whether they were real 

16 friends or not. And there was some discussion by Mrs. Robert-

17 son as to her activities with her husband. And when it got 

le a iittle bit too heated, I thought it was time that she 

19 should leave. 

20 Q. Didn't Mrs. Robertson tell you that on 

21 one occasion, Mrs. Wagner came over to the Berkshire to her 

22 apartment and talked with her? 

23 A. Is this prior to December 16th? 

24 Q. Yes. 

00t96 



3 
POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 

couRT REPORTERS McDougle - Cross 
MUTUAL BUILDING 177. 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

A. No. 

2 Q. She did not tell you that? 

3 A. No. I don't recall her saying anything 

4 about it. I will put it that. way. I know that in the 

s conversation -- well, I don't know whether it was then or 

s some other time -- but Mrs. Robertson said that Mrs. Wagner 

7 had been at her home. Now, whether that was in her home 

a or apartment or what have you, I don't know. But I believe 

9 it was for a meal. 

10 Q. Did Mrs. Robertson point out the apart-

11 , ment? Did she tell you that her husband was having an affair 

12 with Mrs. Wagner and where Mrs. Wugner lived and the apart-

13 ment, et cetera? 

14 A. No, she did not. She told me that she' 

1s had information that Mrs. Wagner was staying at the Lexington 

1e Tower. The number of the apartment I found out on my own. 

17 She did not know that at that time. 

1a Q. But she did tell you that her husband was 

19 having an affair with Mrs. Wagner? 

20 A. She said that Mrs. Wagner was living at 

21 the Lexington Tower. And at that time -- and I don't know 

22 how or why -- but she was suspicious of this particular woman.
1 Q. That is the information -- that she was 1 

23 

24 just suspicious? 
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A. Well, that is what I was led to believe. 

2 Now, how suspicious, I don't know. 

3 

4 
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I 
I 
r 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

MR. CHAPPELL: Call Mrs. Lane. 

MRS. JOHN HOWAAD LANE, being first duly 

sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CHAPPEU..: 

Q. State your name. 

A. Mrs. John Howard Lane. 

Q. Where do you live, Mrs. Lane? 

A. At the Berkshire. 

Q. How old are you, Mrs. Lane? 

A. Sixty-eight. 

Q. Do you live in the near vicinity of the 

apartment occupied by Mrs. Walter Robertson, Jr.1 

A. I live just opposite her. 

Q. How long have you lived there? 

A. Four years. 

Q. And you were living there during the 

period of time when Mr. Roberts<>n, Jrc., lived with his wife? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I direct your attention to August 11, 

1971, and ask you if you know what happened on that day with 

reference to Mr. and Mrs. Robertson? 

A. I believe Mr. Robertson left the house. 

Q. Has he come back to live there since then? 
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A. No, not that I know of. 

I 
I 
I 

Q. Do you have occasion to meet and talk 

w\ith 

I 
Mrs. Robertson, Jr., on a day-to-day basis? 

I 
I 

btst 

I 
I 
I 

A. I talk with her every day. She is my 

friend. 

Q. And you have done that , I take it, ever 

since you have been there? 
I 
I 
I 

\ 
A. Well, we became very close when Mr. 

Ro;bertson left her, because she was all by herself and very 
I 

mi\serable and ill. And it was a nightmare. So, I had to 
i 

ta~e over, because she had nobody to take care of her. And 
I 

sh~ was not well healthwise. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Q. So, since August 11, 1971, Mr. Robertson 

ha~ not come back to the apartment to live with his wife? 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1· 
sint!:e then? 

\ 

I· 
·1 

I 
I 

I 

A. To live? 

Q. Yes. 

' A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. Well, have you seen him living there 

A. No, no. 

Q. And seeing her every day, you would be 

lik~ly 
I 

to know this, would you not? 

I A. Oh, yes, I think so. 
I 

I Q. Do you know of any reason that Mrs. 
I 
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Robertson would have given him to justify his leaving? 

A. No. Never. I still don't. 

THE COURT: I think that calls for a 
I 
~errific conclusion. But you find it in every set of depo-
' 
~itions. I think it is admissible for whatever it is worth. 

I HY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. I didn't get your answer. 

A. I didn't understand you. My English is 
i 

nrt very good. You have to excuse me. 

Q. I asked you if you knew of anything 

that Mrs. Robertson had done that w:>uld have justified her 

husband leaving? 
I 

A. No. I don't know anything about that. 

Q. ~nd, to your knowledge, Mrs. Robertson 

has lived at the Berkshire in this apartment near yours 
i 

dtiring the four years that you have been there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Continuously? 

A. Continuously, yese 

THE COURT: In the ordinary course of 
i 

events, you see her every day? 

THE WITNESS: Three, four, or five times 

a klay. 

THE COURT: She has been there all that 

00201 
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TIIE WITNESS: Yes. 

182. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I have no further ques-

THE OOURT: All right .. 

a CROSS EXAMINATION 

7 BY MRo ANDERSON: 

a Q. Mrs. Lane, you said your English is not 

9 good. What nationality are you? 

TO A. My father was Austrian and my mother was 

t t Ftench. 

12 Q. Do you live alone? 

13 A. No. With my husband. 

14 Q. Are you a naturalized citizen? 

t !5 A. Yes. 

16 Q. Is your husband a United States citizen? 

17 A. Yes. He is a retired tobacco man. 

ta Q. What tobacco company? 

19 A. Philip Morris. He was manager in Turkey, 

20 Iran, Greece, Italy, and France. He was managing the whole 
21 thing. 

22 Q. Is he French or Austrian? 

23 A. No, no. He is American. 

24 Q. You say you and Mrs. Robertson have 

00202 ,. 
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I 
Jecome very close friends since Mr. Robertson left? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know approximately when it was 

J
tihat he left? A, Well, it is two years ago. We have been 

ery, very close since Mr. Robertson left. 

Q. Did you have occasion to talk with Mr. 

Riobertson? -

THE COURT: Unless you want to test 

her on it, she started off by saying August 11, 1971 was 

Jhen Mr. Robertson left. 

MR. ANDERSON: I didn't catch that. 

THE COURT: That is what she said. 

Bllf MR, ANDERSON: Q. Have you had occasion to talk with Mr. 

R bertson? 

A. On several occasions, yes. 

Q. Did you find him a pleasant and agreeable 

pt!rson? 

A. Very pleasant. Very polite always. 

Q. Have you been entertained in the apart-

m~nt of Mrs. Robertson? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Since he left? 

00203 
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I 

A. Yes. Several times. 

Q. Would this be at a dinner party? 

A. Yes. A dinner party with Mrs. Robertson's 

f 1riends and mine. 

Q. How.many people ~uld be present? 

A. Oh, sometimes four. Sometimes eight. 

:c::~: ::::e::ca:::~:1Mrs. Robertson serve drinks and 

A. ·Yes. 

Q. Is she a very good cook? 

A. She is a wonderful cook. 

Q. Did she look well-groomed? 

A. The best •. 

Q. Do you know that she makes many of her 

0 clothes? 

A. Yes. She is very talented. 

Q. Has she ever made anything for you? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. She has? 

A. Yes. 

1 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Q. Any clothes? 
. I 

A. · Yes, because she is sweet. And she wanted 

to make something for me. And she did a few things, yes. 
,, 
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Q. How would you characterize her wardrobe 

that you have seen? Would you say that it is a very fine 
i 

wardrobe? 

A. A wonderful wardrobe. To my knowledge, 

she is one of the best dressed wanen I know. I mean, taste. 

s I mean, She has very good taste. 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q. Of course, she hasn't appeared in the 

national vote as one of the ten best-dressed women, as far 

ab you know, has she? 

l, A. No. I don't mean that. That is my 

o inion. Take it as you like. 

l Q. Were you entertained in the Robertson 

a,: artment when Mr. Robertson was living there? 

A. One time I remember the four of us had I 
I 

dinner -- my husband, myself and Mr. and Mrs. Robertson. 

Q. Do you know whether Mrs. Robertson has 

17 a maid? Or does she do most of her own work? 

18 A. She has a maid. 

Q. Does she have a maid now? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. How often does she come in? 

22 A. We have the same maid. 

23 Q. You have got the same· maid? 

24 A. Yes. 
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Q. How many days a week do you have the 

A. I have her once. 

Q. How many days a week does Mrs. Robertson 

!5 blave her? 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. She has her once. 

Q. And I suppose she works for other people 

i the apartment building on the other days of the week? 

l A. Yes, she does. She only works in the 

a artment building. 

Q. How long has this been going on? 

A. What? 

Q. The maid. Having a maid once a week. 

A. She had another maid which got very sick. 

A,d she couldn't come to work. And then she remained for 

q.L.te SCRDe time without a maid. And then I proposed her my 
t 

maid. And she took her. And now she has her regularly. 

A. 

Q. 

You say you have lived there four years? 
) 

Yes. 

Has she had a maid once a week for four 

years, so far as you know? 

A. I couldn't say that exactly. But now she 

23 has her regularly. 

24 Q. And before, you are not certain whether 
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she had her regularly? 

187. 

A. Well, to my knowledge, she always had a 

maid. 

Q. One dcly a week? 

A. Y.e.s. 
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I 

188 

MR. CHAPPELL: Call Mrs. Helen Marie Taylor. 

! 
MRS. JAQUELIN E. TAYLOR, being first duly sworn, 

wa;s examined, and testified as follows: 

I DIRECT EXAMINATION 
I 

BY1 MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q Tell us your name and your address. 

A Mrs. Jaquelin E. Taylor. Helen Marie 

9 Ta~lor. 

10 Q Where do you live? 

11 A I live at 2325 Monument Avenue. And also 

12 in Oranqe, Virginia at Meadow Farm. 

13 Q How old are you, Mrs. Taylor? 

14 A I will be fifty in November. 

15 Q What is your relationship with Walter s. 
I 

1s Romertson, Jr.? 
I 

17 A I am doubly related to Mr. Robertson. He 

10 is; of course, my nephew-in-law. And he is also my cousin 

I 
19 through the Taylor side of the family. 

20 You were a Taylor before you were married? 

21 A Yes. Mr. Taylor and I are cousins. 

22 0 Could you tell me when and where Luisa 

23 

24 

Pinillos 

I 
Robertson and Walter s. Robertson, Jr. were married? 

A They were married in, I believe, Lima, Peru 

I 
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in: June. 

I 

BY Mll. 
1 · 

CHAPPELL: 

I 

I 

189. 

Wou~ the date ''1"1le 19, 1965 ~.(:accurate 
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A Yes. In Lima, Peru. 

Q Are both the plaintiff and the defendant 
i 

doritl.ciled in the State of Virqinia? 

I 
I 

A. Yes. 

I 
0 And have both of them been actual bona 

fi4e residents of the State of Virqinia and the City of Richmon 
I 

fo4 more.than one year? 

I A Yes. Since their marriage. 
I 

I Q They have lived here in Richmond since 
! 

A Yes. 

Q Are both the plaintiff and the defendant 

13 memlbers of the white race? 
! 
; 

14 A ·Yes. 

13 Q Are both over the age of 21 years? 

16 A Yes. 

. 17 Q And neither is a member of the armed forpes 
\. 

18 of ~he United States? 

19. A No. 

20 Were any children born·of the marriage? 

21 A No. No children. 

22 Q Where did they live as man and wife intlle 

23 City. of 
I 

Richmond? What was the address? 

24 
I 

I 
A They did and do live at 300 West Franklin -

002:10 
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thl Berkshire Apartments. Mr. Robertson has moved away from 

thl apartment, but Mrs. Robertson still occupies the apartment 

thlt they had. 

Q I direct your attention_ to August ll, 1971 

and ask you if anything occurred on that date with reference to 

MrJ· and Mrs. Robertson? 

mojed to Milbu~. Yes. That is when Mr. Robertson left and 

0 And he has not returned to live in the 

10 apartment since that time? 

11 A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Do you visit in the apartment frequently? 

13 A Yes. 

i4 0 You have not seen that he had returned sine 

1s the ? 

16 

17 

16 . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A No. He has things in.the apartment, but he 

· has'. never been back to live. I 

Q Did you have occasion to visit the. apartmen~ 
and Mr. and Mrs. Robertson before their separation? I 

Mr • , and Mrs • 

A Yes. However, I mainly came in contact wi~ 
Robertson at Milburn, where they were often enter-

I 
tained·by Mr. Robertson's mother and father -- particularly in 

famlly or holiday seasons and things of .that sort. 

0 Could you very briefly describe the 
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apartment in which Mr. and Mrs. Robertson lived? 

A Yes. It is a small but very elegant apart-
I 

menlt in, I suppose, what would be considered one of Richmond's 

niciest apartment buildings. And it is certainly a very pleasan 

5 add~ess, across from the Commonwealth Club. ·It is elegantly 
I 

6 furh.ished with many lovely antiques and paintings. And they 

7 have lovely silver and linens. And Mrs. Robertson has become 

e lovely hostess and homemaker. 

9 Q By whom is Mr. Walter s. Robertson employed 

10 A He is employed by Universal Leaf Tobacco 

11 Company# the company that his grandfather founded. He is a 
I 

l 
12 Vic~-President there. 

13 Q Does his job require him to travel? 

14 A Yes. He travels about three months of the 

15 year a couple of months in South America, I think, and about 

16 a month in Europe. 

I 

17 Q Was this his practice -- that is to say, I 

18 

19 

20 

with reference to travel -- durinq the period when he was livinf 

wit}) his wife? 1 
; 

A Yes. And she accompanied him on a good man 

21 of his trips. And if we a·re to believe all the nice things we 

22. hea~d from Universal Leaf, she was a great help to him in his 

23 worK, because she --
1 

24 MR. ANDERSON: We object to this, if Your Honor 

I 00212 
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please, as hearsay. 

193. 

THE COURT: Well, it is hearsay, and it was 

unresponsive also. 

BY 1 MR. CHAPPELL: 

0 During the marriage, has Mrs. Robertson, 

Jr• been employed? 
i 

A No. She has been very active in continuing 

a courses, studying classical guitar, and taking art lessons, and 

9 de$ign courses at the Virginia Museum. And she is a very tal-

10 ented person. But she has not been employed. I gue~s you 

11 would say profitably eq>loyed. 
I 

12 I 
I Q What about Mrs. Robertson's clothing, her 

13 grooming, 
I 

and her jewelry? How would you describe that? 

14 A Well, she is noted for being exquisitely 

15 groomed and dressed. She has made, I think, a great many lovel 

16 th~ngs since she has been married to Mr. Robertson. I am not I 
r 

17 sure she didn't develop this -- well, you could almost say I ~ 
I 

18 sure she did develop this talent in order to be able to have \ 

19 the elegant clothes and to save him money. She had, before her 1 

I 

20 marriage, bouqht jewelry continually for herself. And af~er 

21 their marriage, he continued to give her several thousand 

I 
22 dollars worth of small jewelry -- tokens of some value. 

23 

24 

I 
I 
I 

have. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Those are all the questions I 

I J 
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CROSS-EXAMINATION 

2 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

194. 

3 Q Mrs. Taylor, when did you first meet Mrs. 

4 Luisa Robertson? 

A soon after their marriage, at Milburn. 

6 Q Did you become a closer friend of hers af te 

7 the separation than you were before? 

a A Yes. Well, I don't know that you would say 

s a·closer friend. What I would say, as so many people in Rich-

10 mond did -- well, we rallied to her support because of our 

11 dee~ distress and concern primarily at that time over her 

12 phy.ical and emotional health. She was very ill. In fact, 

13 she was quite desperately ill and had a very severe operation 

14 and was in the hospital. And though she is better now, she is 

1s a long way from beinq well. And she is deeply dependent on 

1e sleeping pills and is under the care of doctors. 

17 Q You have no medical background, do you? 

I 

1a You have no medical education? 

19 A Well, perhaps no more than the next person. 

20 I k~ow that she throws up very often. She has an ulcerous 

21 stomach. And when she stays with me and she is in the state of 

22 emotional upset, she throws up constantly. And her neiqhbors 

23 and, I and friends 

24 0 You mean when she is with you, she throws 
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up constantly? 

A 

195 

Yes. And Mrs. Lane, who is her close 

neighbor, knows that she has a problem with this. If you are 

trying to imply that she finds my presence sickening, I under-

stand you, Mr. Anderson. 

O I be9 your pardon? 

A I understand your implication. I reject 

that. 

O Reject what? 

A That being with me is the cause of her sick 

ness. 

Q No. You •ntioned that •. I just wanted to 

determine whether that was so. Would you be surprised if Mrs. 

Robertson aaid that she was in good health now? 

A By comparison, she is in 9ood health. She 

was, flat on her back for many weeks and in the hospital with ;:i. 

desperate operation. 

Q Well, Dr. Claiborne took care of her, didn '1~ 

he? Dr. Herbert Claiborne. 

A Yes. He operated on her. And I think that 

was considered a success. 

O Many women have this type of operation, do 

they not? 

A I am not specifically referring to just tha1. 
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I 
i 

op.ration. I am referring to the fact that she has a history I 

2 of ,an ulcer. And in a very cliff~cult emotional thinq, as this 

3 de•ertion and abandonment and adultery oaae has been to 

het -- it has been a very,· very detriment.al thing to her 
I 

4 

I 
he~lth. 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

B MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Give us your name and address, please. 

A. Katheryn Elizabeth Wagner. And I respect­

f~ly deciine to reply to that on the grounds that it might 

ti d to incriminate me. 

l THE OOURT: · The court rules that it 

h s a right to know your address. 

THE WITNESS: 104 West Franklin. 
I . 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. What apartment number? 

A. 1409. 

Q. Are you employed? 

A. I refuse to answer on the grounds that 

i· might tend to incriminate me. 
I 

THE COURT: It isn't a catch-all. 

MR. PARKERSON: If Your Honor please, 

isn't a catch-all. i 
I 

But I might say that the·framers of 
I 

oJr present constitution had language from 1776, if your 

hinor please, on this matter that we are dealing with here 

nQw. I might further observe that the freedom from compulsion! 
t 

ft;om the testimonial aspect going back to the days of an 

i+uisition by the state authority was one of the hallmarks 

toi be guarded against. Now, she has her good reasons for 

0021? 
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refusing in her judgment. And I would suggest that she has 

2 a: right to rely upon her judgment in that matter. 

3 TIIE COURT: I am not going to let her 

4 substitute her judgment by simply saying "I will state my 

s name," as they do in the federal courts, "and I will say 

s nothing more, and you can ask until doomsday." I think we 

7 are a little bit more relaxed here. 

a MR. PARKERSON: We must object to re-

9 quiring or compelling her to answer the first question. 

10 Your honor must recall only two witnesses back in which the 

1 1 very questions were highlights of this testimony -- that 

12 being the detective. I feel she has a perfect right to claim 

l 
I 

13 her right on that question. We didn't raise a strenuous objec-

14 tion when you required her address and apartment number. But 

15 this relates right to what an employed detective for the 

ts plaintiff testified to before your honor. And I think, 

17 really, the court would reconsider 

ta THE COURT: How much authority has this 

19 court to grant immunity? 

20 MR. PARKERSON: Complete. 

21 

22 

THE OOURT: From prosecution? I 

I 
This court does 

I 
Oh, MR. PARKERSON: no. 

23 

24 

not have authority to grant immunity. I 

1----'--~----------Til-E_C_O_U_R_T_: __ Wh_y_not? .. _______ _J 
0021.8 
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MR. PARKERSON: Because the only 

2 authority of the court would come from a statute. The 

3 sonstitutional right she has cannot be superseded by a 

4 statute. If your honor please, this was raised in a dueling 

s case. And down the line, they simply said th at the grant of 

6 i~unity by a state cannot supersede the constitutional 

7 protections that are raised. 

a THE COURT: How do they do it at all 

9 ih the federal system? 

10 MR. PARKERSON: Thank goodness we are 

11 not in the federal system. 

12 THE OOURT: I understand. But they do 

13 grant immunity. And once they grant immunity, as I understand 

14 i~, the only grounds you can answer on is that it may tend 

1s to incriminate you. And if you are granted immunity from 

1e incrimination --

17 MR. PARKERSON: Your honor, I 'WOUld 

1e respectfully suggest that this court doesn't have the right. 

1e I kno.w of no authority that the court has to grant immunity. 

20 THE OOURT: Doesn't this court have 

21 that right? 

22 MR. PARKERSON: No, sir, it does not. · 

23 MR. CHAPPELL: ··If it please the court, 

24 we have certainly come to an interesting point today. If I 
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afn to be precluded from examining this witness on the basis 

ok a memorandum in which there is a very candid statement 

trat they know of no authority 

srpport this application to an 

' 

that exists anywhere to 

adultery case .... isn't that 

s wpat it says? 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24. 

MR. ANDERSON: No. No Virginia case. 

MR. CHAPPELL: No Virginia case? 

ln. MR. ANDERSON: On adultery or fornica-

MR. CHAPPELL: There is not a case cited 

ir Virginia on this point in this memorandum. Now·, I have 

jfst received it within the past five minutes. And I don't 

p6rport to have read it closely, but I see none in here. 
I 

Apd I cannot imagine that this court "t«>uld preclude me from 

ekamining this witness. And I also wish at the appropriqte 

t~me to inquire of the witness upon whose advice prior to 

y~ur honor's instructions she concluded not to answer any of 

t~ese questions. 

I MR. ANDERSON: We will stipulate that it 

i~ upon our advice. 
I 
I 
i . 

Wagner? 

I 

MR. CHAPPELL: Are you counsel for Mrs. 

MR. ANDERSON: No. 

MR. CHAPPELL: It is a strange turn of 

00220 
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events, judge. And I strenuously object to the use of this 

s~lf-incrimination argument to prevent me from examining 

3 this witness. And I want the record clear on that. 

4 MR. PARKERSON: We can only add there is 

!5 no Virginia case because there has been no necessity, with 

s the crimes being what they are i.n this state, and our bill 

7 of rights having been here since 1776. However, we will cite 

a or bring to the court at the next hearing the current ALR 

s citations with cases frotn everyWhere saying -- well, my word, 

10 it goes to disbarment proceedings at this point -- things 
I 

11 that aren't crimes but remove you from a license status. 

12 THE COURT: I am familiar with some of 

13 those cases that have all been up around New York way. 

14 MR. PARKERSON: And in Florida. 

1 !5 THE COURT: And in Florida. 

16 MR. PARKERSON: There have been a number 

17 in Florida. 

18 THE COURT: They have been reported in 

1s the Criminal Law Newsweek, or whatever they call it. 

20 MR. PARKERSON: The Criminal Law Reporter 

21 MR. CHAPPELL: Lest we lose sight of it, 

1 

I 

22 my question was, I think, something to the effect of, "Are you 

I 
23 employed?" 

24 THE COURT: I know. That is what I am 

00221 
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1 
·tooo 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, may I add one 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MRo ANDERSON: This lady has been named 

i1 this suit. The only purpose in calling her is to hear on 

tL question Of adultery, which has been alleged. Now, if . 

s~e is required to answer. questions that may tend to incrimin-1 
I I 

aie her, then her constitutional rights, we submit, are being 

violated. The reason he has called her is for this purpose. 

l THE COURT: I hear that so much that it 

g es in one ear and out the other -- constitutional rights 

bJing violated. That is the scream of everybody who is 

·· clught throwing a brick through a window. I am not saying 

tit you are raising it facetiously, but it has certainly 

bJen over-used lately. The court ruies that she has got to 

aJswer this'question. Now, I will take each question one at 

a time. 

Are you employed? .That was the question. 

THE WITNESS: I have to answer? 

THE COORT: Yes, ma' am. You have to 

answer or suffer the consequences of what the court might do. 

MR. ANDERSON: Go a.head and answer. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

0022? 
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THE COURT: I don't want you, if you 

not counsel for her, to tell her to answer. The court 

plenty of authority to compel her to answer. 

' 
MR. ANDERSON: I apologize. But the 

I 

l~dy was looking at me. And it was a natural response. 

I 
[ THE COURT: I will accept that. Repeat 
' I 

7 ybur question. 

e MR. CHAPPELL: Did I get an answer to 

s t at? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 

Bi 
I 
' 

I 

MR. CHAPPELL: 

THE COURT: I don't know. 

Q. Are you employed? 

A. No. 

Q. How old are you? 

A. Twenty-nine. 

Q. Are you marr.ied? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you been married? 

l MR. PARKERSON: If your honor please, 

w, do represent a part of this. And we are going to raise 
I 
i the question of relevancy. 

THE COURT: · When it comes to touching 

y0ur client, then I think you have a right to object. But 
I 

I 
it is becoming pretty obvious that counsel for the defendant 
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to represent the witness also and not repre-

2 sent the witness. 

3 MR., PARKERSON: If your lnnor please, we 

4 

6 

7 

attempting to represent, to the very best of our ·ability, are 

:t: 
defendant. 

Nothing has been said connect THE COURT: 

her with him in any way. 

a MR. PARKERSON: Yes; sir, the pleadings 

s i this case do. 

to 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

. 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

THE COURT: From the witness, I am saying 

MR. PARKERSON: Previous witnesses, if 

honor please, have spied on the woman's apartment. 

r: THE OOURT: That has got to stand on its 

What was the last question? 

MR. CHAPPELL: . Has she been married? 

THE COURT: When it ·comes to touching 

y@ur client, we may be on a different footing. · 

l MR. PARKERSON: Well, don't matters of 

r levancy still enter into it? Of what relevancy is the 

mlrital status of this witness? We say there is none. 

THE COURT: Let's say it is neutral. 

Wliat are you objecting about? 

MR. PARKERSON: Because if we are neutral 

00224 
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tthere is no point to be served. 

I t;oday, as the court would. And 
I 
I . 

s;imply see the trial expedited. 

215. 

And we would like to concludel 

I think we have a right to 

When we see an irrelevant 

question propounded, we object to it. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Judge, they have a right 

to see that the trial is expedited and to make any motion 

that they see fit. They do not have the right, however, to I· 

i~sist that I tele~raph to the witness everything that I am 

t~·I .. yi.··ng ~ to extract from the witness. I vouch to this court 

that if I get some answers, it will be quite obvious what 

rl am driving at •. And it is not irrelevant. 

! 
i THE COURT: All right. AnsweJ:' the ques-

rn· MR. PARKERSON: Before she answers the 

question, at this point, shouldn't counsel vouch in chambers 

the ultimate purpose of what he wants, so that the court can 
i 

w~ll rule on the objections? 
' 

THE COURT: . I would be delighted •. 
•. ' ·~·1 .. ·.~ ............ :.,~<.:r'.- .. •.• , • 
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dJ\ll.MRy s• worn, · was 

ANDERSON: 

Robertson • t>!te~t 228. 

WALTER s. ROBERTSON, JR., being first 

examined and testified as foliows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

A. Walter s. Robertson, .Jr. 

Q. What is your occ:upation? 
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A. I am a tobacconist. I am with the 

Universal Leaf Tobacco Company. 

Q. What is your title? 

A. Vice-President. 

229. 

Q. What are your duties in general with 

Universal Leaf Tobacco Company? I am referring particularly 

to your travels out of the United States. 

A. In general, I am in charge of Latin I 
America for Universal Leaf Tobacco Company, and certain other I 

areas that might come up in an emergency situation. Like I 

have just recently been to Bulgaria last week. I travel 

approximately probably two and a half to three months a year 

out of the cotmtry. Most of that travel comes between 

January and June. 

Q. How long have you been in charge of the 

Latin American operations of Universal Leaf Tobacco Company? 

A. Approximately ten years. 

Q. Was it during this period of time that· 

y1ou became acquainted with Mrs. Luisa Robertson 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the date of your marriage, and 

wpere was it? 

A. It was June 19, 1965 in Lilna, Peru. 

Q. When was your divorce from Mrs. Marjorie 

00227 
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A. If my recollection is correct, I think it 

3 was in April or May. 

4 Q. Of 1965? 

A. Of 1965, yes. 

Q. When did you and Mrs. Lucha Robertson 

7 c;:ome to Richmond to live? 

8 A. After we were married and took a trip 

9 to Europe, we came to Richmond in July of 1965. 

10 Q. Have you resided in Richmond continuously 

11 since July of 1965? 

12 A. Continuously, yes. 

13 Q. Where did you take up residence? 

14 A. We took up residence at 300 West Franklin 

1~ Street, the Berkshire Apartments. 

16 Q. And has Mrs. Lucha Robertson continued 

17 to live at the Berkshire since July of 1965? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. What type of accommodations did you have 

20 at the Berkshire initially? 

21 A. We had a single bedroom apartment that 

22 had one bath and a living room and an offset for a dining 

23 area. 

24 Q. And for what period of time did you live 

00228 
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in this apartment? 

231. 

A. We lived in that apartment for approxim­

ately two years. I think that is correct. 

Q. And you moved from that apartment to 

the apartment that Mrs. Lucha Robertson now occupies? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. In J~-~7 . .t. .. l~ .... J?Ov,ed to.· the new apartment? 

A. I think that is correct, Mr. Andeson. 

It was approximately two years. 

Q. What is the difference as far as the 

amount of space or rooms is concerned? 

· A. Well, it is bigger. It is !.-.~~bedroom 

apartment. It has two baths. It has a much bigger dining 

area that you can sort of partially partition off with a 

screen or •ornething that you have to put in there to make 

it more like a dining room. 

Q. I Why did you need a two-bedroom apartment, I 

if you needed it? 

A. Well, actually, we thought we needed 

more room. 

Q. Did you have guests that visited you 

overnight? 

A. Very, very seldom. 

Q. Do you know whether Mrs. Lucha Robertson 

00229 
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has any overnight guests? 

A. I can't anawer that. 

Q. Did she have any when the two of you 

232. 

4 were living together? 

A. Yes. I think her brother came once 

s I from Peru and stayed with us. 
' 

7 Q. When was this? 

A. I do not recall what year it was. 

9 Possibly three years ago. 

10 Q. What is the difference in price between 

11 the one-bedroom apartment and the two-bedroom apartment? 

12 

13 

14 

t!S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

i. A. Well, the information that was given to 

me by the manegement of the Berkshire was that the apartment 

1 that I had originally now rents for $205. And the apartment 
1 

I that my wife, Mrs. Robertson, is in rents for $360. Now, you! 
' have parking on top of that, if you want to park in the j 

basement of the Berkshire. 

these years? 

THE CX>URT: 

'DIE WITNESS: 

What have you done during [ 

I 
I 
I 

We have had parking, Judge. I 
I 

THE COURT: How much is that? 

THE WITNESS: That is $20. Regardless 

23 of the apartment, that is $20 on top of that. 

24 THE COORT: All right. Thank you. 

00230 
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Q. Is it your testimony, then, that the 

present two-bedroom apartment occupied by Mrs. Lucha Robert-

son rents for $360 plus $20 for parking? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. $380? 

A. $380, yes. 

Q. And with the one-bedroom apartment, 

~ould there be any difference in the parking, or would that 

be the same? 

A. No. The parking is the same. The Judge 

j1ust established that. 

Q. That would be a total cost for the 

one-bedroom apartment plus parking of $225? 

A. That is the information given to me by 

the management of the Berkshire Apartments, yes. 

Q. When did you cease living at the Berkshir J 
I 

4partments? 

A. I think the date was August 11, 1971. 

Q. Where did you move? 

A. I moved to 315 Locke Lane. 

Q. Whose residence is that? 

A. That is the residence of my mother. 

Q. And this was in 1971? 

00231 
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A. August 1971, yes. 

Q. Now, where have you continuously resided 

3 $1nce August 11, 1971? 

4 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 . 

12 

13 

14 

A. At 315 Locke Lane. 

Q. Ha& the separation which occurred on 

Auguat 11. 1971 been continuous and without interruption? 
.. . 

A. Yes, it has. 

I 

1S ·~ 
16 

i 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 Q. Mr. Robertson, will you tum to the 

23 second page of that exhibit which is marked Defendant• a 

24 J£xhibit B? At the top of the page, it has ''Exhibit A - State .. 

00232. 
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~ent of husband's income, deductions, and income taxes based 

2 on federal income tax returns, 1972 tax rate." 

3 Does that reflect for the three years, 

4 1972, 1971 and 1970 your salary from Universal Leaf Tobacco 

!5 Company? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And for 1972, that was $40,875? 

a A. That is right. It came off of the w-2 

9 form. 

10 Q. Now, in addition to that, you received 

11 an income from the Mary Robertson Trust. Does this exhibit 

12 reflect the income for those three years from the Mary 

t3 Robertson Trust? 

14. A. Yea, sir. 

Hs Q. · And in 1971, dividends and interest 

1s totaled $21,816? 

17 A. That is correct. 

18 THE COURT: 1972? 

19 THE WITNESS: That is correct. 1972. 

20 THE COURT: You said 1971. 
21 MR. ANDERSON: I am sorry. 1972. 

22 BY MR. ANIERSON: 

23 Q. .Wou).d you tell us about this trust and 

24 how it is that you received income from it? 

00Z3.3 
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A. Well, the trust is a trust sat up by 

my grandfather, Mr. J. P. Taylor, for incC1De for thlt benefit 

of my mother. She can receive no capital. She cannot touch 

the capital in that trust. It comes at her death to her 

issue as she may stipulate. In other words, she can assign 

it the way she wants to to her children and possibly to her 

grandchildren. Through a device that was worked out with 
0 I tax lawyers, she assigned a certain percent of income to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

t3 

14 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

each of her three children for her lifetime. And that is 

the income that canes from that trust. Now, when she dies, 

that income ceases, and the trust is divided up between her 

issue as she indicates. 

Q. You mean by her last will and testament? 

A. Right. 

Q. I hand you a document which purports to 

be a copy of this trust that you have referred to, and I 

ask you if it is such? 

A. That is it, yes. 
I 

I 
MR. ANDERSON: We offer that as Defendant j s 

Exhibit No. C. 
I 

NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit C was 

marked for identification. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. On the second page of that trust, it 

00234 
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reads, "Upon the death of said Mary Taylor Robertson" -- and 

that is your mother? 

A. That is my mother, yes. 

Q. -- "said trust fund shall go and belong 

to such of her issue as she may designate by an instrument 

in writing in the nature of a last will and testament. And 

upon her failure to make such designation, then the same 

shall be divided among her issue per sti;t:pes, the heir of 

the deceased child taking the share of the parent. " 

THE COURT: The power of appointment 

qiay be exercised by will? 

THE WITNESS: A limited power of appoint-

tlllent, Your Honor. 

BY MR. ANDER.SON: 

Q. So, whether you receive a share of the 

p,rincipal of that trust fund depends upon whether your 

mother designates that you should receive it in her last 

will and testament? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. All right. Now, the next item is the 

estate of Walter s. Robertson. That is your father? 

A. That is my father, yes •. 

Q. You were a co-execut:or of his estate? 

A. eo-executor, yes. The United Virginia 

ftO: 23. r:-
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Bank was the other co-executor. 

Q. And you received commissions for the 

three years as shown on this exhibit? 

A. That is correct. 

238. 

Q. Now, will there be any further commission 

for 1973? 

A. No, there will not be. 

Q. The estate has been distributed? 

A. Completely distributed, yes. 

THE OOURT: Let me ask just one question 

here. Was any part of that distribution to you? 

mE WITNESS: Of my father's estate? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

nIE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: So, this exhibit will not 

reveal whatever assets or income you received? This exhibit 

will not reveal that, will it? 

We are going to introduce i MR. ANDERSON: 

I 

I 
i 

that. 

THE WITNESS: The dividends reflect any 

money that I received as what they paid out in dividends. 

THE COURT: How about capital distribu-

tion? 

THE· WITNESS: That will be presented, 

0023s· 
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Robertson • Direct 239. 

THE CDURT: All right. 

3 Q. The next item is Dominion Oil and Gas 

4 Company. This is a share that you own in that? 

A. That is a small interest that I own in 

6 ,some independent drilling operations. And I can suggest 

7 that nobody go into independent drilling operations. 

is 

9 

Q. And then the last item of income 

capital gains and losses. ·And I ask you if the three 

there reflect this income for the three years? 

figures I 

I 10 

11 A. That is correct. 

12 Q. And the total figure there is your total 

13 income for those three years? 

14 A. Total taxable income, that is correct. 

1S Q. Now, do you have any other income other 

16 than what is shown there? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. I have no other income except from the 

dividends, my mother's trust, and the Universal Leaf 

Tobacco Company. 

Q. But it is shown here, is it not? 

A. Well, it is basically shO'Wn there. There 

could be something that is not taxable. You have bonds. and 

23 so forth. You know, non-taaable municipal bonds. 

24 THE COURT: So, if you have got any of 

0023? 
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those, they don't show here? 

THE WITNESS: That is right, because thes 

figures come directly from my income tax returns, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. ANDERSON: That will be revealed in 

t~ Scudder, Stevens & Clark statement, will it not? 

there. 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. 

ar.e obligated to pay as alimony to your first wife the sums 

of. money for each of the three years that are shown on the 

exhibit? I 
I 

A. That is correct. That is based on three-

eighths of my adjusted gross income. 
I 

Q. And that is pursuant to an agreement which I 

is dated April 21, 1965, which I have in my hand and "1hich I 

will hand to you. 

Is that the agreement? 

A. Yes, it is. 

MR. ANDERSON: We offer that as De-

fendant's Exhibit D. 

NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit D was 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
! 

I 

-I 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~-J 
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Robertson - Direct 241. 

marked for identification. 

Q. Although your first wife, Marjorie 

Robertson. remarried, the agreenient provides that you are to 

continue to pay her this amount of money by reason of the 

children, who are dependent upon her? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. The next item is "Support to Mrs. Lucha 

Robertson." I ask you if you have been paying this amount 

of support and if you are paying this amount of support as 

of the present time? 

THE CX>URT: Well, let me ask you one 

thing at this stage. I don•t mean to try to take away your 

right of cross examination, Mr. Chappell. But is this I 
. . I 

alimony embodied in any decree of any Court of competent I 
i 

j~risdiction? Is it designated alimony now to make it deduct-I 

ible, since your wife has remarried and you '«>Uld not owe 

h~r any additional alimony. 

Well. what I want you to develop, Mr. 

Anderson, is how you are going to pay child support and 

designate it alimony to get it deductible if that is, indeed, 

what is being done. 

MR. ANDERSON: It is done all the time. 

Fletcher v. Conmissioner. 

00239 
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THE CDURT: That is what l want to know. 

MR. ANDERSON: Justice Frankfurter ten 

years ago, I guess, decided this case. It was a case of 

rirst impression, and since then, most divorce agreements 

have been patterned after it. The idea is that a certain 

figure or percentage of the husband's income is designated 

as alimony. Nothing is designated as child support. But when 

the wife remarries, a certain portion of it cuts off. As 

each child becomes of age or becomes independent, a certain 

portion cuts off. Ultimately, it will end up zero. If the 

I 
I 

I 

wife never remarries, of course, it will not end up zero. I 
It will be reduced, however, as each child becomes independent. 

THE COURT: Emancipated? 

MR. ANDERSON: Emancipated, yes. 

THE COURT: I suppcse somewhere you will 

develop what portion of this $26,000 is tax free to him? 

MR. ANDERSON: It is all tax free. And 

we have that in here. 

THE WITNESS: It is all deductible. 

MR. ANDERSON: It is ttll deductible. 

However, there are certain items that we will come to that 

are not. 

THE COURT: All right. 

00240. 
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MR. ANDERSON: I have in my hand a final 

decree entered by the Chancery Court of the City of Richmond 

on April 23, 1965 in a cause between Marjorie McCloud Woods 

gobertson v. ~alter Spencer Robertson, Jr. On the second page 

of that decree,. it reads, "It is further ordered and decreed 

that the provisions of such agreement of April 21, 1965 relat­

ibg to alimony and support payments for the plaintiff and 

tpe infant children be ratified and confirmed. u 

· And then tn the paragraph above that. it is 

filed with the other papers in this cause. 

We offer this as Defendant's Exhibit E. 

NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit E was 
13 marked for identification. 
1

4 BY MR. ANDERSON: 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Coming to the support of Luisa Pinillos 

Robertson, whom I have been referring to as Mrs. Luc ha 

Robertson, does that reflect the support which you have been 

contributing in 1972? 

A. In 1972, right. 

Q. Actually, the rent and parking is $13 more 

than is shown on this statement? It is $380? 

A. It is $380, as against $357, yes. 

Q. When did it go up to $380? 

A. I don't recollect when it went to $380. 
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But it jumped from $357. Well, it probably jumped twice, 

because they jumped it right fast in there. 

244. 

Q. So, you are paying direct to the Berkshire 

Apartments or its rental agent $380 a ~onth? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. For rent and parking? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And in addition, you are sending Mrs. 

Robertson her cash each month of $475? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. What about this life insurance? Would 

you explain that? 

A. 'Ibey are two Policies that belong to her. 

They are her policies on my life. One policy is $16,000 

and the other policy is $25,000. And that is the premium 

broken down monthly that I pay on those policies. On both 

of them, I pay the premiums quarterly. 

Q. Who took those.policies out? 

A. I took them out. 

Q. And you made Mrs. Luisa Robertson the owner 1 
of the policies? 

A. The owner of the policies, yes. 

Q. And you have been paying the premiums 

ever since? 

i 
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A. I have been paying the premiums, yes. 

245. 

Q. The medical and dental figures represent 

a the amount that is deductible on your tax return? Is that 

4 correct? 

A. Well, I don't have any medical or dental 

deductible on my tax return. Because the govemnent is not 

very charitable on medical deductions. 
' 

9 

10. ~- Anderson. 

Q. Well, does that represent the amount -­

A.. Well, I don• t know what that figure is• 

11 Q. When you see your tax returns, you will 

12 understand. It represents one-half of the insurance premium 

13 for medical care, $65. 

14 A. Correct. That is a company medical 

tl5 policy. 

16 Q. Then your state and local taxes are the 

17 next item. 

18 A. That is correct. 

19 Q. Contributions? 

20 A. That is correct. 

21 Q. Interest that you paid. What loans do you 

22 have? What loans did you have in 1972? 

23 A. I had a note at the Virginia Trust Company 

24 for $5,000. I had a note at the United Virginia Bank for 
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$9,800. And some of the interest was coming out of my 

brokerage marginal account when I was drawing money against 

the stocks that I have with my broker. 

Q. And then you have miscellaneous expenses 

and business expenses that will be shown on your tax return? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if you are claiming one exemption -· 

that is, just the exemption for yourself -- your taxable 

income as shown on the second page for 1972 would be $22,831? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And that shows the federal tax on that 

12 amount and the income to you after your federal tax? Then 

13 the state taxes are figured With the one exemption? And 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

t:hat leaves you a net incane after your deductions and ex-

penses and federal and state taxes for 1972 of $15,231? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. I have in my hand copies of three federal 

income tax returns -- one for 1970, one for 1972 and one for 

1971. I hand you those and ask you if they are not copies 

of the tax returns for those years that were filed by you 

and Mrs. Luisa Robertson? 

A. · They are. 

Q. Would you hand those to the Court, please? 

NOTE: The documents were handed 
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to the Court. 

2 MR. ANDERSON: I ask that the 1970 tax 

3 return be marked as Defendant's Exhibit F. 

4 NoTE: Defendant's Exhibit F was 

marked for identification. 

6 MR. ANDERSON: I ask that the 1971 tax 

7 ~eturn be marked Defendant's !xhibit G. 

a NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit G was 

9 marked for identification. 

10 MR. ANDERSON: And I ask that the 1972 

11 tax return be marked as Defendant's Exhibit H. 

12 NOTE: Defendnt's Exhibit H was 
13 marked for identification. 

14 BY MR. ANDERSON: I 

Q. Referring to the tax returns llald the incomel 
of Mrs. Luisa Robertson shown thereon, I have in my hand J 

15 

16 

17 copies of certain statements from Investment Company of Vir-

18 ginia which show cash paid to her in 1971 of $426.66, in 

1s 1972 of $341.47, and through March 31, 1973 of $95.02. Of 

20 course. 1973 would not be shown there. Would you take a ·look 

21 at those and confirm the information that I have just related? 

22 ~ would you state whether it is coDEtct or not? 

23 

24 

A. Well, the amounts you said that· were paid 

were you referring to dividends paid in those years? -r 
I 

00245. 
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Q. I was referring to everything. 

2 A. Well, these statements are correct. These 

3 statements are the statements we go by for tax purposes. 

4 Q. How, would you refer to the first page 

is there? What does that statement show as to the holdings of 

a Mrs. Robertson -· Mrs. Luisa Robertson? 

7 A. It shows fifty shares of Detroit Edison, 

a fifty-two shares of Exxon Corporation, and seventy-five 

9 shares of Gulf Oil Corporation. 

10 Q. Do you have an evaluation there as of 

11 a certain date of those? 

12 A. Th.ere is a value shown as of June 12 1 

13 1.973 •• and the prices were undoubtedly taken from the Wall 

14 Street Journal -- of $7 ,879. 75. That was the value of that 

1!5 at that time. 

16 MR. ANDERSON: We offer those documents, 

17 '4\ich are clipped together, as Defendant's Exhibit I. 

18 NOTE: Defendant's Exhibit I was 

1s marked for identification. 

20 B~ MR. ANDERSON: 

21 Q. Mr. Robertson, would you turn to Exhibit 

· 2
2 B 1 which is the last portion of that document which you have 

23 before you, which has been marked Defendant's Exhibit B. 

24 A. Right. 

0024&. 
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Q. What does that represent? 

A. Well, number one --

represent? 

Q. No. Just what does the entire document 

Then we wt11 go down it, item by item. 

A. It represents my personal expenses, none 

of which are tax deductible. 

Q. Now tell us what those are? 

A. Wel 1, under the divorce agreement with my 

first wife, Marjorie Woods Robertson, it states that I have 

to pay for the education of my children. It states that I 

have to pay for camp. It states that I have to pay $1,500 

a year for their vacation and travel. It states that I have 

tQ pay for all of their medical expenses, less $200 per year. 

Q. Do you know what these items amounted t;o 

for 1972? 

A. Yes. 

Q. {i)uld you read them off to us, please? 

A. Well, the education, vacation, camps, and 

medical required under the agreement amounted to $13,917.94. 

Q. Now, are any portions of these expenses 

paid by someone other than you? 

A. My mother pays for my oldest daughter's 

coilege. 

Q. At Mary Baldwin? 

00247. 
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A. ·At Mary Baldwin College, as a help to me, 

2 yes. 

3 Q. Th.ere is no requirement on her part to do 

4 that? 

!5 A. No. It is my requirement to pay it. 

s I Q. What are your other expenses? 

7 I A, Well, there are doctors and drugs. There 

a I are my clothes. There are the insurance premiums. that are 

9 in a trust for my children. That is not the insurance that 

to we referred to previously, the insurarc e that is owned by 

t t my present wife. It is the insurance that is in a trust 

12 at the Virginia Trust Company for my three children under this 

13 agreement on my first divorce. A trust had to be set up. 

14 Q. Now, do you have automobile insurance and 

ts homeowner's insurance and accident insurance? 

t6 A. That is correct. And that is broken down 

17 ful:'ther over as to what that actually is. The insurance 

ta premiums of the insurance in the trust are $1,017.41. And 

t9 the automobile insurance, homeowner's insurance, and accident 

20 insurance is $551.60. That makes a total of $1,569.01. 

2t Q~ What are your other expenses? Well, in 

22 order to save time, are they correctly shown on the statement 

.23 you have before you? 

24 A. As best as I can reconstruct them from my 

00248. 
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checkbooks and so forth, yes. And I think they are accurate. 

Q. What does the total come to? 

A. It comes to $25,122.68. 

Q. Now. would you turn back to the first 

p.age, please, the summary? Now, would you tell us what that 

shows? 

'Your Honor. It is near Sapphire, North Carolina. It is 

not far from Asheville, I think. 

ntE COURT: All right. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. I have in my. hand a Scudder, Stevens & 

Clark statement of your securities that you own. I want to 

hand that to you and ask you if that is a correct statement 

as of that date? And give us the date. 

00249 
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A. The date was June 29,. 1973. And that is 

a correct s ta ternent, yes. 

Q. And that shows all of the stocks, bonds, 

and other securities which you owu1 

A. That is correct. All the sec:urities that 

I own. 

MR. ANDERSON: We offer that as Defendant' 

8 I Eochibit J. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

NOTE: Defendant•s Exhibit J was 

marked for identification. 

THE OOURT: The total market value of 

the securities is $131,524. 74. 

·1 THE WITNESS: That is. correct, Your Honor. 

MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Mr. Robertson, what is Scudder, Stevens 

& Clark? 

A. Scudder, Stevens & Clark is one of the 

1 rgest money management companies in this country. In other 

w~da, they manage people's money for them, 

J ·. Q. Do you pay them a fee to manage your ac-

unt? 

A. I pay them a fee to·manage my account, yes. 

Q. Do you accept their judgment? Or have you 

accepted their judgment· in the past when they have made sug-

1 

00250 



2 

3 

4 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

.12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON 
COURT REPORTERS Robertson ... Dtt-oct 
M!JTUAL BUILDING 2Sl. 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

gestions in the past? Suggestions to make trades? 

A. I have accepted their judgment, exactly, 

yes. I feel certain that they have the time and the experien e. 

They are a very large company, and they are much more astute 

at that than I could possibly ever be. 

i 

Q. Well., what are your instructions to them? 

A. They make recomaendations which I follow. 

Q. Well, what is the object? What are they 

Supposed to do for you? 

A. To increase my principal, naturally, and 

at the same time hold my dividends at a leYel which they 

have been at, more or less. 

MR. CHAPPELL: May it please the Court, 

might we take a short recess at this time? 

THE COURT: All right. 

NOTE: At this time, a short recess 

was taken. 

MR. ANDERSON: If Your Honor please, at 

this time, I would like, by leave of the Court, to suspend 

With Mr. Robertson's and take the testimony of his mother, 
I 

*'s• Walters. Robertson, Sr. She has not been sworn, if· 

Your Honor please. 

NOTE: Mr. Walter s. Robertson, Jr. 

was temporarily excused from the stand. 

00251 
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Mary T. Robertson - Direct 

MARY TAYLOR ROBERTSON, after being first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Will you state your name and address, 

please, ma'am? 

A. Mary Taylor Robertson. Mrs. Walter .. S. 

Robertson. 315 Locke Lane, Windsor Farms, 23226. 

Q. What is your relationship to Walter s. 

Robertson, Jr.? 

A. I am his mother. 

254. 

Q. Your late husband, Walter s. Robertson, 

Sr., served for a number of years with the State Department. 

In what positions did he serve and where did you live over• 

seas? 

A. With the State Department, he served first 

as Lend Lease Administrator in Australia. Then he served as 

Minister in China. And then he served as Chars' in China. 

Then he served as American Comnissioner to keep the peace 

between the Nationalists and the CoUll'lUDists in Peking. And 

tbat was the time that I aad my three children joined him. 

Q. And you lived in Peking? 

A. We lived in Peking for 11 months. And 

then we returned to this country, and later, he was made 
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Secretary of State for the Far East, which position he held 

2 for seven years. I think it was seven. 

3 Q. Now, Mrs. Robertson, have you seen the 

4 ~ppraisal which has been introduced in evidence? And I forget 

s the number. 

6 

.. , 

a 

9 

10 

furniture? 

THE COtmT: Are you talking about the 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes. Ntimber 3. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

MR. ANDERSON: Could I have that? I 

11 '~uld like to show it to the witness. I think there are 

12 two of them. There is a yellow one that designates the owner-

13 ship of the various items. And that is the one that I would 

14 like. 

15 Bl' MR. ANDERSON: 

16 Q. Referring to Plaintiff'$ Exhibit No. 4, 

17 this is the appraisal by Mr. Reese. And you notice opposite 

1a each item, there is an indication of the ownership of that 

1s item. Here it says, "Mrs. WSR, Sr." That would indicate 

20 that you owned this item here? 

21 A. Yes. 

2.2 Q. You say that you have seen that appraisal? 

23 A. . Yes, I have. 

24 Q.. Did you go over it with your son, Walter 

r~o2c:-3 ~J t.) 

i < 
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S. Robertson, Jr.? 

2 A. Yes, we went over it., 

3 Q. Would it be fair to say that .a substantial 

4 portion of all of those items that are on that appraisal are 

5 owned by you? 

s / A. Yes. 

, I Q. And you loaned them to your son and 

a / daughter-in-law to furnish their apartment? 

9 A. That is correct. 

10 Q. Could you tell us something in general 

11 about how these items of tangible property were acquired 

12 over the years? 

13 A. Well, I happen to be looking right here 

14 at the item "Lowboy, Queen Anne, cabriole, spoon-foot legs, 

1s walnut, 11 which is valued at $2,000. Mr. Robertson and I 

1s bought that. It was one of the first pieces of furniture 

17 we bought when we were married. We bought it in New England. 

18 We knew that the top was possibly English. We knew that the 

19 bottom had no connection with the top. We knew that it was 

20 an assembled, as they call it, piece of furniture. And we 

21 knew that although it makes a very good showing, it was not 

22 of too much value. We paid, I think, around $150 for it. 

23 But that was many years ago. 

24 Q. What experience have you had at evaluating 

00254 
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or kn.owing the value of items of furniture? 

A. Evaluating furniture is a very difficult 

3 thing unless you are in the business. But.from my experience, 

4 having bought furniture and having lived -with my husband, who 

s did know the value of furniture, I think I have some idea. 

s Of course, a great deal of it is terribly over-valued. And 

7 some of it is under-valued. 

a Q. Now, you are referring to the appraisal 

9 of Mr. Reese? 

10 A. No. I am referring to all furniture that 

1 1 you buy. But I do know certain values of furniture. And I 

12 do know good furniture. 

13 

14 

13 

16 

Q. Now, are you familiar with the value of 

the items of furniture listed on that appraisal that are 

awned by you in relation to other items that are on that 

A. Well, for instance, here is a chest of 

17 drawers. lt is Hepplewhite. I am just looking down at the 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

first ones that I see. This chest of drawers, or one which 

is almost a duplicate of it, which we have at my house, was 

given us as a wedding present. And it cost around $150. 

THE COURT: When were you married? 

THE WITNESS: In 1925. And, of murse, 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
j 

23 naturally it has increased in value. It is not a great chest. I 

24 It is a very plea~ant. very nicely made chest. It came from 
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258. 

Winchester. It is pseudo very late Hepplewhite. And I think 

there are two of them in their apartment, and I have one. 

Q. What value does Iir. Reese have on there? 

A. $1,500. 

Q. Considering your knowledge, such as you 

have testified to, of the value of furniture, can you tell 

u's whether that item, in your judgment, is over-valued or 

u:hder-va lued? 

A. I would say it is very much over-valued. 

Q. can you point out any other items on 

11 that list? 

12 A. Yes. Here is one called ''Petal Point." 

13 I don't know what "Petal Point" means. It shoul.d be .. petit 
14 pointarmchair, Louis XV, corset back, scroll carvings, 

15 

16 

17 

18 it was tremendously over•valued. My mother bought it from 
19 Mrs. Duke here in Richmond, and Mrs. Duke got it in Italy. 

. 20 
Q. You say your mother bought it. Is this 

21 
o~e of the pieces that came from your mother's estate? 

22 
A. Yes. This is one of the pieces that came 

23 from her estate. 

24 Q. Now, you are referring to Mrs. J. P. 
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'ljaylor? 

i 
f 

dorrect that? 

I 
, -

I 
I •• 

A. z.,t:rs. J. P. Taylor, yes. But may I 

Q. Yes. ma'am. 

A. My mother gave me that chair 20 years 

259. 

I Q. · So, that was not included in the estate? 

I A. ~t had nothing to do with the estate. 

II had owned that chair 20 years before my mother died. She 
l 

uid, ''Mary, you might like to have this. I have no space 
I 

fOr it." 

1-

I 
I 

I 

I 
I . 
I 

t 
1---.--+-------------------J 
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260. 

Q. Would you expres~ your opinion, please, 

:~ :u:he value of the itaaa •hown cm that appraisal owned 

, A. I can't do that on all of then• because 
I . II haven't gone aver it in complete detail. I have touched J 

on certain ones. And• Your Honor, you are absolutely correct; I 

t~ values of thingll have changed·enormously aince we ac- I 

qllired thilm. But I think that: the evaluation here is in I 

~ceas of Ut they could liave~1LJ:SJ. I 

I 

I 
1---f----------:-------:-----l. 
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261. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson, did anyone seek ~r obtain 
I 

ybur authority to have this appraisal made? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know it was being made? 

A. After it had been made. 

Q. You mean, when the list was presented to 

I 
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POLE, aENTON & JOHNSON 
couRT REPoRTERs Mary T. Robertson ... Direct 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

262. 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

you? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Did your mother, Mrs. Taylor, by her will, 

4 leave many tangibles and furnishings to you that were in the 

!5 Tfl,ylor residence at 2325 Monument Avenue? 

s MR. CHAPPELL: If it please the Court, 

7 I object to this line of testimony. We got into this the last 

a time we were here before Your Honor. It has no bearingon 

g this case. And I object to it again. 

10 THE COURT:· Objection sustained. 

11 MR. ANDERSON: Well, if Your Honor please, 

12 tl;lere is testimony by Mrs. Taylor on this very point. And I 

13 c~rtainly think it goes to the credibility of Mrs. Taylor as 

14 a witness. And certain of the items which were in Mrs. 

1!5 Robertson's mother's estate are in this apartment. And we 

1s ii;itend to show that she loaned these young people these things 

17 MR. CHAPPELL: I remind the Court that 

10 the testimony to which Mr. Anderson has referred was elicited 
I 

19 by Mr. Anderson over my objection. He certainly cannot 

20 profit by what I think was an indiscretion at the time. 

21 THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

22 MR. ANDERSON: We except to the Court's 

23 ruling. May I get the answer in for the record, if Your 

24 Honor Please? 
i . 
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THE COURT: I have said that I wanted 

both sides to make a complete record. And for that purpose, 

you may get the answer in. It is not to be considered by 

this Court, however. 

THE WITNESS: Would you repeat the ques-

~ion, please? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, ma'am. 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Did your mother, Mrs. Taylor, by her will, 

leave many tangibles and furnishings to you that were in the 

Taylor residence at 2325 Monument Avenue? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did Mrs. Helen Marie Taylor question or 

dispute whether those items $hould go to you? 

A. The items were vocally disputed. But 

they came to me as my inheritance from my tIK>ther's estate. 

I 

' 

THE COURT: This was a dispute between 

you and Mrs. Helen Marie Taylor and hasn't .got a thing to 

do with these people? 

THE WITNESS: I am not saying it does, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I am asking you now. Do you 

think it does? I don't think so. 
' 

MR. ANDERSON: Well, if Your Honor please, 
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i 
' I 

I jthink it does have a bearing on this eause. .And I believe 
I 
tthat it. will be evident as this matter goes on. 
I 
I THE COORT: All right. For the record, 

ydu can go ahead. But I think we will not gain much by it. 

THE WITNESS: I will make it as quick as 

possible, Your Honor. 
I 

I 
BJ MR. ANDERSON: 

I 

tHE COURT: All right. 

l Q. I asked you whether Mrs. Helen Marie 

T ylor questioned whether these items should go to you. 
I And 

Ijdon't believe you answered that question. 

A. She questioned them vocally. 

Q. Vocally? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was a suit filed? 

A. The suit was filed after my mother's 
I 

estate had been settled, after the taxes had been paid out 
I 

of my mother's estate for the furniture that was in my 
I 

r~sidence. 
I 
I 
I 

Q •. And how was this matter resolved? 

I A. The matter was resolved -- well, I think 
i 

ybu have a letter from the Court saying it was resolved with 
I 

p;rejudice on both sides. And it was resolved also by my 
I 

~rother talking to Justice Lewis Powell. And the suit was 

I 
I 
I 00262 
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drJpped and dismissed with prejudice on both sides. There was 
I 

a ~uit brought We have a file this thick on it. 

J • Q. Now, was an appraisal made of these 

t gibles in your mother's home? 
I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was an appraisal made by Valentine? 

A. Yes, with my husband, Mr. Valentine, 

his1 secretary, Mrs. Taylor, my brother, and me, going through 

the/ house at the same time. 

Q. Mrs. Taylor was there and knew that this 
j, 

was being done? 

I A. Yes. She followed along with us. 

Q.. Did she have an appraisal made of her own? 

A. She had an appraisal made of all of the 

furniture on the so-called list by Israel Sach. 

I Q. Is this a gentleman out of New York? 

A. This is a very important ftirniture dealer 

1a ou•t of New York, yes. 

19 Q. And I take it that the Sach appraisal 

20 was much higher than the Valentine appraisal? 

21 A. The Sach appraisal was, yes, according to 

22 Sach, which couldn't be higher. 

23 

... - ,,..,., .... 
24 ,.r~fer to your· .. ·son in a derogatory ··manner? _,, .... '.::/· I 
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A. Yea. 
2 

mE CDJRT: She has admitted on croes-
3 examination by you that she called him a son-of-a-bitch over 
4 

8 

7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

19 

HS 

17 

18 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 
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I 

269. 

BY: MR.. ANDER.SON: 

l. Q. Mrs. Robertson, do you have fire insurance 

an. liability insurance that covera the tangibles which are 

in the apartment at the Berkshire? 

. I A. I have insurance that covers all of the 

13 pr<Jperty that belongs to me. 
I 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Q. Against loea by theft or fire? 

A. Right. 

Q. Now, would you tell us ,mat your relation­
! 

ship with your daughter•in•law, Luisa Pinillos Robertson, has 

been and is now? 

J 
A. I am very dewted to her. I admire her 

ve.y much. And we have always been great friends. 

Q. How of ten did you see her before the 
l 

22 separation on August 11, 1971? 
I 

23 i A. We saw them very often. They came to our 

24 house for dinner pat'ties that ·1 thought t«>U ld interest them. 
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We went to their house practically every Sunday night for 

2 spaghetti -- Mr. Robertson and I. And we had a very, very 

3 pleasant relationship. She· went to New York with me once 

270. 

4 or twice. I don't remember exactly. And our relationship 

s couldn't have been h4ppier or more pleasant. 

Q. How often have you seen her since the 

7 separation? 

a 

9 

A. Naturally, not quite as much. But I think j 

she has been to my house on an average of three times a month. J 

10 ":nd I have been to her apartment fairly often. Not as often 

11 as I would like to. After her operation, ahe came and stayed 

12 with me for a week. Because I felt that she was not strong 

13 enough to go back to her apartment. So• she came and stayed 

14 with me for a week when she left the hospital. 

1S Q. How of ten would you say a month? Two or 

1s three times a month you have been to ·her apartment? 

17 A. No, no. 

18 Q. How often would you say? 

19 A. I would say not that often. Maybe four 

20 or five times a year. 

21 Q. When was the last time that you were 

22 e~tertained in her apartment? 

23 A. Sunday night. 

24 Q. This past Sunday? 

00266 
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A. This past Sunday, yes. 

2 Q. What was the occasion? 

3 A. She and two of my friends and I all had 

4 dinner together at my house on Tuesday night -- the four of 

3 us. Aiid Lucha asked us down on Sunday night for Spaghetti 

6 and some very delicious things. 

7 Q. Have you observed any difference in her 

standard of living since August 11, 1971, as compared with 

9 before August 11, 1971? 

10 A. I wuld have no way of actually knowing 

11 that, except that when I have been there, everything has 

12 been beautifully done, graciously done. And when she has 

13 come to my house, she has always appeared very well gotten 

14 up, as always. And if there is* it is something that I _would 

13 not be able to know. 

16 Q. Did you ever tell or advise Mrs. Luisa 

17 Robertson when she and your son were having prob lams to 

18 get a lawyer and take Walter for everything he has got? 

19 A. Somehow or other, those words don't sound 

20 quite like me. I know that I told her -- because I felt 

21 very upaet about the whole thing •• that she should have a 

22 lawyer. I told her that she should get a good lawyer and 

23 that he certainly should do everything possible for her 

24 benefit. 

fl(1J~.,e7 .. ,<;:..o 

I 
I 

.1 
I 
I 

I 
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Q. What have you observed about the condition 

of Mrs. Lucha Robertson's health since her operation? I 

believe she had an operation in December of 1971 • 
. r 

A. Tht is correct. Well, I never can remembe 

dates. I would think that her health has been greatly 

improved, which would be natural. 

Q. When you have seen her each month,. did 

$he appear to be in good health to you? 

A. Well, I would certainly think so. by and 

large. I mean, I know of no particular thing that she has. 

I. know t:hat she got through the operation beautifully, and · 

it was a success. 

Q. You made the statement that Mrs. Robertson 

appeared to be very well gotten up. What have you observed 

about her wardrobe and accessories and so forth since the 

separation, as compared with before? 

A. She is equally as clever a girl now as 

she was then. She makes her own clothes and makes them 

beautifully. And she· always looks well gotten up. 

Q. Now, you have told us about a party that 

I 

I 
I 

I 
you went to Sunday at Mrs. Robertson's apartment. How many .1 

times have you been to her apartment for parties this year, 

WE! will say? 

A. Don't ever ask me about dates. I went to 

00268 
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a lovely party that she gave. And I can't remember whether 

it was last Spring or not. She had, I think, eight or ten 

women there. It was a luncheon. It was charmingly done. 

I.enjoyed it. And so did all the rest of the guests. 

Q. What has been your practice before the 

6 I separation, as well as after the separation, about giving 

7 Mre. Lucha Robertson monetary gifts when she would go to 

a Peru to visit her family? 

9 A. I think I·h~e done that two or three 

10 times. But then I have done that also for my daughter when 

11 she goes abroad or something. I think it is rather nice. 

12 And I have always given Christmas presents to my daughter-

13 in-law here and my other daughter-in-law. 

14 Q. When she went to Peru in 1972, did you 

15 Q'lJlke a monetary gift to her? 

16 A. Yea. I sent her a check for $200. 

17 Q. You say this has been a practice of yours 

18 with her? 
I 

I 
19 I don't like that word "practice," because l 

She may have gpne to Peru at one I 

A. 

20 I can't possibly remember. 

21 time when I didn't. But I know it has been done mor.e than 

22 -~ once or 1..w.1..ce. 

23 Q. What was the relationship of Mrs. Helen 

24 Marie Taylor and Lucha when Mr. Robertson and Mrs. Robertson 

(~0269 
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came to Richmond to live in 1965? 

2 MR. CHAPPELL: Once again, Your Honor, 

a I renew my objection. 

4 THE <X>URT: Objection sustained. Mr. 

s Andrson, it isn't that I want to cut you off, but there could 

s I only be one object that you are trying to ·accomplish. I 

7 b4ve already tried to indicate that I thought you had pretty 

a well accomplished that object. And I see no need in going I 
9 over it again •. I 

MR. ANDERSON: Well, 'We would except to 

11 the Court's ruling. 

12 THE COURT: All right. 

1 a BY MR. ANDER.SON: 

14 Q. Mrs. Robertson, one of the exhibits that 

1s we have introduced, Defendant'• Exhibit B, ahowa that you 

1s }>4id for your granddaughter, Nancy Robertson, at Mary Baldwin 

17 College. Now, this was the responsibility, according to 

10 the .documents that are before the Court, of ~our son, Walter 

19 RQbertson. Now, did he ask you to do this? or did you do 

20 this of your own accord? 

21 A. I did that on my own. But, then, I have 

22 also paid for my granddaughters at St. Catherine's. And I 

2a also paid at one time for a grandson at St. Christopher's. 

24 And I also paid for a niece many years ago to go to college 
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~or two years. They were my own suggestion. 

275. 

2 Q. This contribution of yours is made each 

3 year? There isn't anything fixed about this? 

4 A. I never fix anything, sir. Life is too 

5 uncertain. 

6 Q. What are your present intentions with 

7 reference to the furniture that is yours in the Berkshire 

a apartment? 

9 A. I have no intentions at the moment. I 

1o think the situations that arise wi.11 have to take care of 

11 ~ intentions. 

12 Q. Are these tangibles disposed of in any 

13 way in your will? 

14 A. All of the tangibles that belong to me 

15 come back to my estate. Th.ey do not necessarily physically 

1s come back, but they come back as far as the value of those 

17 articles are concerned. For instance. there is a very 

1a handsome bed which my son in New York has. And if he 

19 wanted to keep it, it wouldn't have to come back physically. 

20 But he w:>uld lose a draw on a chance to pick something of 

21 mine when the three children wi 11 draw. 

22 Q. Are you saying that in your will, your 

2 3 ,tangibles go equally to your three children? 

24 A. They will equally come back to my three 

I . 
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276. 

I 

I 
children, yes. 

THE COURT: Of· course, you could change 

that, couldn't you? 

THE WITNESS: Your Honor, I have the 

~ri vilege of not only changing that but of changing my 

father's trust also. · . 

one. 

THE COURT: That is. what I thought. 

MR. ANDERSON: I have no further ques­

Answer Mr. Chappell• please. 

10 CROSS EXAMINATION 

11 . BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

12 Q. Your son now lives with you at.Milburn? 

13 s ·that right? 

14 A. · That is correct. 

1s Q. And he has been there approXimately since 

1s. ugust of 1971? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A. Th.at date is all right with me. 

Q. That sounds all right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does he make any contribution monetarily 

21 to his lodging at your house? 

22 

23 

A. He gives me a case or ·wine now and then, 

Q. You made J:eference to your father's 

24 trust. And earlier this morning, a copy of it was introduced 
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by your son's counsel. 

MR. ANDERSON: Defendant's Exhibit c. 

277. 

MR. CJtAl>PELI.a: Thank you, Mr. Anderson. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Could you tall the Court the approximate 

rvalue of the corpus of that trust? 

MR. ANDERSON: I don't believe that 

this is material or relevant, if Your Honor please. 

,Because evidence has been adduced·as to what the income is. 

l don't think it is material or relevant as to ~at the 

corpus is, because Mr. Robertson, Jr., has no interest in 

that and will have none until the death of his mother. 

He may not have it then, if she chooses not to leave him 

a portion of it. 

THE OOURT: Well, you put in what the 

,income is from it. So, I am interested in knowing what 

· the corpus is. Objection overruled. 

MR. ANDERSON: All right. Exception 

noted. 

THE COURT: I realize that what you 

say is true·- that he may never get it. 

THE WITNESS: But I don •t know what it 

~s. I am very stupid. I am not very good on finances •. And 

lt changes. 

eo273 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 



POLE, BENTON & JOHNSON .. 
couR'r REPoR"ttRs Mary T,. Rt>&ertson ... bro1;s 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

218. 

THE OOURT: Well, of course. But do you 

2 have any idea? 

3 MR. CHAPPELL: Within a million dollars? 

4 THE WITNESS: Five to six. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: I 
Q. Five million dollars to aix million dollarst 

7 A. 

Q. 

Yee. I 
All right. I think that is close enough. I 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

i4 

At the present time, with reference to your will, you have 

not made any disposition of your interest in this trust that 

would be such that your son would not inherit .a share of it, 

have you? 

A. Not so far. 

Q. It also has been mentioned in your son's 

15 earlier testimony that you had irrevocably designated a 

1e portion of the income to him. And according to the pleadings 

17 filed by your son's attorney, would eleven percent sowid 

10 correct? 

19 (No response) 

20 Q. Well, you don't recall? 

21 A. No. All of the children have the same 

22 thing, whatever it is. 

23 

24 

(~0274 
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Claiborne· - Direct 280 

MR. ANDERSON: Mrs. catherine 

CATHERINE ROBERTSON CLAIBORNE, being first 

duly s~orn, was examined, and te•tified as follows: 

BY MR. ANDERSON: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q. Will you state your name, please? 

'A. Catherine Robertson Claiborne. 

Q. · · What profess ion is your husham in? 

A. · He is a physician. He f.s a 

gynecologist at¥1 an obstetrician. 

Q. Where is your residence? Where do 

you live? 

A~ At 204 Nottingham Road. 

Q. And you are the sister of Walter 

Ro, erts on, .Jr. ? 

A. Yes. 

i 

I 
I 
I 

I 
It has been testified that Mrs. Lucha 1 

i 
Q. 

Robertson was operated on by your husband in December of 1971. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

00">7r:­··· 1:.. d 
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Q. Have you had occasion to talk with 

Mrs. Lucha i:tobertson and to see her since that tine? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What have you observed about her 

health and her condition? Or what statements has she made 

to you concerning it? 

A. Well, I know that she was feeling 

very bad before the operation. I had the same operation 

that she did. She told me that she was feeling a great 

d.eal better after her operation. I know she was feeling 

bad before it. But she said she felt like a new person, 

which I can certainly understard. 

1. Q. You said that you have seen Mrs. 
I 

I 
I 

I.iucha Robertson. What have been the occasions on which you 

have seen her since August· of 1971 or talked with her over 

the phone? 

A. I have talked with her. I really 

couldn't remember what times I have seen her. I have seen 

her and chatted with her. We really haven't discussed 

much of any problems, so to speak. 

Q. Does she do anything for you? I 

abt referring to making clothes for your children. 

A. She very kindly am very sweetly nade 

a lovely dress for my daughter two years ago. Or maybe it 
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was a year and a half ago. It was at Christmas ti111e. My 

children are very fond of her. And she seems to be very 

fom of them. 

Q. Has she been to your home? 

A. The last titne she was there "'as last 

spring. 

Q. Have you visited in her apartnent? 

A. Not recently. But, then, I don't 

vlsit much anyway in people's houses. I am right busy. 

Q. What have you observed about the 

wardrobe of Mrs. Lucha Robertson? In other words• I think 

your mother used the term "gotten up." 

A. I think she is always very well dressed. 

She has lovely clothes. And she is, I must say a very 

clever person at making things, which she does beautifully. 

And I think everyone who knows her knows she always looks 

and dresses very well. 

Q. How about the acceasories such as the 

shoes, pocketbooks, etc., that she doesn't make? 

A. Well, I think she always looks well 

altogether, I would say. Very well. 

Q. Have you noticed any change in this 

s:lnce August of 1971? 

A. No, I really can't say that I have. 
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wM:ra s. ROBERTSON,;ia •• r••umtd the 

witnees · stand am t•tifted further as follOWI-: 

DPBCT !XAMIHATION (lea WMd) 

16 BY Ht. AHDDSON: 

283 

17 
Q. When we 1uapeaded with 1our testimony. 

1a HJ'. Robertson, I think we were df.ac..-alag the Scudder, Stevem 

19 & Clark •tate-nt and the fact that it repreeented all of 

20 your aecurltle•. 

21 
A. Y .. , that 1a correct. Except one 

22 share of Wright'• Ie laad Aa1oc1ation. 

23 
Q. That u a hunting pr•erve?. 

24 A. Y•. It la 3,000 acrea. I have a 

I 
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Jwelfth of that 3,000 acres. 

J 
Q. Do you mean to use it? Or you have 

· twelfth ownership in it? 

A. A twelfth ownership. Just one share. 

THE COURT: You have 250 acres? 

THE WITNESS: Yes • It co mes out to 
' 

approximately that, yes. 
I 

BY MR. ANDERS ON: 

Q. Ml". Robertson. I want to ask you 

s,ome· questions about the statement for expenses submitted 
I 

by Mrs. Robertson, Jr. 

MR. ANDERSON: Would the Court hand 

11im that exhibit, please, sir? 

THE COURT: If you will tell me the 

number of it, I will. 

MR. ANDERSON: Plaintiff's Exhibit 

NarE: . The document was handed to 

t witness. 

J MR. ANDERSON: 

j shown on this 

Jying? 

I 

Q. The apartment re,nt and parking which 

statement you are paying and have been 

A. That is correct. 
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Q. ArxJ you have justified that you are 

giving to your wife $750 cash each month in addition to that? 

A. $475 .. 

Q. I am sorry. $475? 

A. Yea. 

Q. Now, when you were living with your 

"ife, hCM many times a week did she have a maid? 

A. Well, we usually had a mid once a 

week. There were times at the beginning in the smaller 
; 

apartment when we had no maid at all. But we usually had 

a maid. Am it was usually once a week. 

Q. What was the maid paid? 

A. Well, that is hard to say. I would 

have to estimate it. She was paid approximately $10 for the 

day's work. It could have been later $12. But $10 I think 

ts correct. 

Q. When you were living with your wiiie, 

what were the laundry and dry cleaning expenses relating to 

her clothing and to the <ipartment? 

A. The laundry I can't say. I paid 

those bills, but I don't remember. They ran very little •. 

The dry cleaning - I would estlmate that most of it was my 

<?lathing. 

Q. Can you give us an approximation of 

00280 
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what that ran for your wife's clothing, not for yours? 

286 

A. For my wife's clothing, no, I can't. 

But she didn't have a lot of dry cleaning. 

Q. Would it be as much as $30 a month? 

A. No, it certainly would not be.· 

Q. The Blue Cross •Blue Shield you are 

paying now? That is part of your company insurance? 

A. The Universal Leaf Tobacco Company 

pays that. 

' Q. Am the life insurance, $95 .25 per 

atonth, you have already testified you are paying that? 

A. I pay that, yes. 

Q. The household insurance of $8 --

well, do you have a policy which covers that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is that on your statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that shown on your statement? 

A. Yes, it :ls. It is shown on the last 

page of Exhibit B as home owner's insurance, $15 7 a year. 

Q. The car expemes are shown on her 

statement -- liability insurance amt' collision insurance. 

Do you have her car covered by collision insurance? 

A. It is not her car. The car is in my 

00281 
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Robertson - Direct 

name. It is my car. And it is covered by liability 
I 
~nsurance, not by collision insurance. 
I 

11111 urance? 

Q Why isn't it covered by collision 

I 
I 

287 

L A Because I found through the years I 

. ually put collision insurance on a car for the first year 
' 

~nd not thereafter • 

THE COURT: Thµ; is a 1964 mode 1, 

t believe? 

THE WrtNESS: It· ts a 1965. 

IkY Ni. ANDERSON: · 

tproximtely?. 

Q. How far has that car been driven 

I 
j A. Well,_ I don't know. I think it was 

jtated in this court previously that it had about 21,000 

miles on it. I think that was my recollection of the 
I 
statement. 
I 

I think we came up with less than 3,000 miles 

a year or s cmeth:lng on it. 

Q. Now, the gasoline expense. When you 

ant your wife were living together, did she have anything 
I . 
like as much as $25 a month? 
I 

A. No. Because you can't have $25 a 

"°nth gasoline expense and drive the car 3,000 miles a year. 
! 

Q. How about the repairs? Did they 
i 

1---!------·------------------~-----J I . 
I 
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amount to as much as $10 a month? 

A. $120 a year? No. Except at times 

when you would have to replace the tires. I know the tires 

4 have been replaced one time. But certainly except for any 

item like that, certainly not. / 

6 
Q. The telephone expense and the I 

7 pharmacy expense. Do you have any comment on those two items~ 

9 

10 

1 I 

12 

A. They would probably be approximately 

correct. Because a lot of the pharmacy would be cigarettes 

and things other than drugs that you would order from a 

pharmacy. 

Q. Now, the dentist, $120 a year. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
! 

13 A. I think the dentist is probably correct. 

14 Q. How about the doctor? There has been 

15 testimony that Dr. Claiborne, your brother-in-law, does not 

1 s charge your wife anything. 

17 A. Well, I think she has one other 

18 doctor, which we had together. Dr. Martin. I would not 

19 think his yearly bills would be $120. 

20 Q. Now, turn the page, if you will. 
21 

Clothes, dresses, coats, lingerie, shoes, etc., $200 per 

22 nionth. What is your comment on that? 

23 
A. Well, I cannot say what she is spending 

24 on clothes at this time. But when we were together, she 
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never spent $200 a month on clothes. She bought materials 

at far less money and made beautiful clothes and still makes 

beautiful clothes. 

Q. can you give us an estimate? You 
I 

paid the bills, did you not, when you were living together? 

A. Yes. I would estimte that they 

would run something a little over $100 a month possibly. 

Maybe as much as $125 a month. 'lhis is an eati•te. 

Q. Now, the jewelry. What is the tDOSt 

expensive item of jewelry that you have given your wife? 

A. It is the diamond ring that I gave 

12 her when we were married. 

13 

i 

14 I 
I 
I 

15 I 

I 
I 

16 

I 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Z2 

23 

24 

Q. What df.d that cost? 

A. I don1t have it in front of me. But 

I think it was $3,800 or in that neighborhood. 
I 

Q. Now, entertainment at home arr:! at clubs~ 

What entertaimmnt did you and Mi's. Robert•on do when you 

were living together? 

A. We did quite a bit of entertaining at 

clubs. But that was entirely business entertainment, for 

which I was reimbursed by my company. When we entertained 

socially, which was not too frequently, we entertained at 

home. 

Q. Now, was Mrs. Robertson a member of the 
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Pountry Club of Virgitd.4? 

A. No, ethe was not. And neitherwaa I. 

Q. Are you a member nOtR? 

A. No, 1. am not. At one tim, I was • 

But I am not a golfer. So, I resigned my membership. 

Q. llow about the His torte Richmond 
I 

Foundation? 

A. Well, I was a member of that. And 

nlo8t of these things listed down below I would say were 

memberships that I had prior to our marriage. And we kept 

them up. 

Q. Now, caning down to classes, did 

Mrs. Robertson take Karate when the two of you were living· 

together? 

A. No, she did not. 

Q. How about classes at the Virginia 

Museum? 
I 

A. Now, I cannot say exactly whether she / 

started class ea at the museum before _we separated or afterward~. 
I I do not recall that. 1 

I 
I Q. Guitar lessons? 
1-., 

A. She took guitar lessons while we were 

mar~ied and living together. Not constantly. But she took 

gqf.tar lessons. 
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Q. Did she take them once a month? 

A. No. She was taking them, I think, 

3 1:>nce a week. 

4 

5 

6 

'7 

a 

9 

to 

1 t 

12 

Q. Once a week? 

A. ·Yes. 

Q. Fifty•two weeks out of the year? 

A •. · No. Because it wasn't a continuous 

tihiag. But when she took them, she took them approximately r a week. 

I Q. H~ much would that amount to in a 
yLar? . 

A. I don't recall what the teacher 
13 charged for those guitar lessons. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

aliout golf? 

A. 

How about golf lessons or golf classes? 

No. She never played golf. 

Have you ever heard her say anything 

I heard her say that she went out and 

took a lesson or two lessons in Peru prior to our marriage 

.Ji walked around the course a couple of times with a friend, 

B~ •he -r played •1'1 golf. I would say that she is not 
r 

a golfer and has never been a golfer. 

Q. Have you ever ksiown her to play golf? 

A. No. 
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Q. Now, before you separated in August 

of 1971, did Mrs. Robertson go on any trips with you? 

A. Yes • She went on quite a few of my 

business trips with tne. 

Q. How were these paid for? 

A. They were paid for every third year 

by the Universal Leaf Tobacco Company in their entirety. 

They were paid for in the two off years by myself paying for 

her air fare ard using the accepted practice -· which the 

government accepts •• of 2/3•1/3 on meals, rOOtll!I, lodg.lngs, 

aid that sort of thing. Two•thirds of my company expense 

and one•third hers. 

Q. Were these all business trips? 

A. They were all business trips except 

for certain vacation trf.ps that we took. And I would try 

to take her back to see her family in Peru on vacations • I 

would take 11\Y vacation to do that. 

Q. Mrs. Robertson was an airline 

stewardess for Panagra Air Lines prior to your marriage? 

18 that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. What was her income from this job? 

A. Well, I can't say exactly what the 

flgure was. But my recollection is that it was approximately 

fr0287 
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$400 a month paid by Panagra. 

Q. Now, have you had occasion to see your 

wife since August 111 1971? 

A. Yes • Numeroua times • 

Q. Have you seen her s !ace December of 

i971? 

A/I Yes. 

Q. When she was staying at your mother'• 

hcime af tar her operation, were· you staying there also? 

A. · Yea. ADI I saw her every day in the 

h:Olpit:al after her operation. 

Q. What has been the conrH.tion of her 

health since her opel.'atf.on? 

A. Well• I think· since her ·operation, her 

'. ,i.alth, aa far as I la:aoN, has been greatly improved by the 

operation. I think it: has helped her tremendously. 

Q. Would you aay she :le tn good health or 

in bad health as of now? 

A. Well, t am not a doctor, hut I assume 

am think that •ht1 ~.l!l good ~1th. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

Q. I would like to talk about your job 

4 few minutes , Mt. Roberts on. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I notice that there seems to be a 

modest fluctuation in your salary, as shown by the exhibits 

you have turned in.. Hat-1 is your salary determined? 

A. Well, that figure, Mr. Chappell, is a 

canbination of monthly salary and yearly bonus. And that is 

the way the Universal Leaf Tobacco .Company has been set up 

for quite a few years. 
I 

THE COURT: Let me ask you one thing. 

I don't mean to anticipate you. But after the last hearing, 

isn't it correct that there was a ~1s report that they had 

had a very good year this year and were declaring increased 

dividerds? 

THE WITNESS : Yes , sir. 

MR. CHAPPELL: You did, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I thought I saw it after 

the hearing on August 31st. 

THE WITNESS: My year ended June 30th .. 

And they had a stockholders' meeting. 
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I wanted to be sure I . r the same company 

same ccmpany. 

THE COURT: 

in rd.nd. 

THE WITNESS : Yes, sir. It is the 

· MR. CHAPPELL: It was the same 

c,ompany. Ard the Court has anticipated my question, which 

Jj 1 What sort of bOftllll are yc>u to receive for the year you 

have just concluded? Or iS it declared as yet? 

l THE tnTN!SS : The banus has been paid, 

• Chappell. I will not get another bcmus until next July 

o~ Augt.11t. 

Bi MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Tell us about 1972. What w4S your 

itacaue in 1972•73? 

A. My income in 1972•73? 

Q. However you break it up. You indicated 

t ' year emed in June. 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was your next year's income after 

tax return for 1972? 

A. What was it for 1972? Ml'. Chappell, 

have that figure in front of me •. 

MR. ANDERSON: It is on one of your 

bits. 
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THE COtllT: $43, 000 for 1970. $3 9, 5 00 

for 1971. And $4-0,875 for 1972. 

THE WITNESS : I would say that it 

would go back to apPt'02eimately $43,000, Mr. Chappell. 

BY Mil. CHAPPEU..: 

Q. Approximately $43,000? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So that we may · ut'Xlers tand the time lag 

N!re, that means that when you file your tax return for 1973 

you think that the figure that you would put on the comparable 

line of your 1973 return would be $43,000 rather than $40,875 

as in 1972? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. 

A. It might be, say, $42,500 to $43,000. 

I haven*t got that information with.me. I ·have got it at 

~ office. 

Q. While we are on thf.a subjectt let me 

ask you this : What about the other sources of income? Are 

you in a position now to indicate what they would be thus far 

for this year? 

A. I have no other sources of income 

except what is stated on D1Y income tax. I anticipate nothing 

greater from outside than is shown .on this last figure. 
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Q. Let me go back to your salary again. 

Does your company have a pension or stock option plan? 

A. We have a pension plan. And we have 

a stock purchase plan. 

Q. Are they the only two fringe benefits 

of that sort that you have? 

A. Well, we have medical insurance and 

we have life insurance. 

Q. Tell the Court about your pens ion plan. 

Are any mom.es that you normally tqould receive as income set 

aside f.or you in your pension plan? 

A. Would you repeat that: question? 

Q. All right. Let me·rephrase it. 

your pen:i 1on plan. What f.s it? 

A. It f.8 based on when you reach retirem 

which 1.a normally, with our company, at age 65. Or you can 

elect to take earlier retirenent at 62. But the pension plan 

1• baaed on your salary at the time you retire plus the number 

of years you have been with the company. 

Now, I cannot break it down as to what 

l would be getting if I were 65 today and had been with the 

companr since I was 22. I don't know the plan that well. 

Q. Do you Contl"ihute to the plan? 

A. No, I do not. 
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Q. The company makes all contributions? 

A. The company contributes to the plan, 

Q. Tell us about the stock purchase plan. 

Thf.s has to do obviously with purchasing shares of stock in 

universal Leaf Tobacco Company? 

A. That is cm:rect • 

Q. How many shares of stock do you own 

under this stock purchase plan in Universal Leaf Tobacco 

Company? 

A. I own, I think• Mr. Chappell, in the 

neighborhood of 1,000 shares, of which I ~n half and 

Universal Leaf <*DS half. 

Q. Let me refresh your recollection. In 
I 

your pleadings you make reference to infOt'mlltion supplied to 
r 

ine by writing dated July 8, 1971. And I would like for you 

to take a look at this. 

MR. CHAPPELL: And here is a copy for 

the Court. And at this time. I would like the tissue paper 
i 

~opy to be marked as the Plaintiff's next sequential exhibit. 

tet me see if I can get the number, Judge. 

THE COURT:. I believe it f.s No. 6. 

MR. CHAPPELL: All right, sir. I 

would like to have that marked as Plaintiff 'e Exhibit No. 6. 
i 
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NCJrE: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6 was 

2 1i08rked for identification. 

3 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

4 Q. Have you had an· opportunity to look 
5 at this, Mr. Robertson? 

6 

7 

a 

9 

A. Yes. I am looking at it right now. 

Q. Do you recall it? 

A. Yes, I recall it. 

Q. Now, let's start at the top. This 
1

0 was an iuiication of information you had prepared in July 
11 of 1971 to set forth your approximate net worth? 

12 A. That is correct. 
13 

Q. The first item is comnon stock and 

1
4 securities held at Scott & Stringfellow? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And that is shown as $80,000? 

A. That was in 1971. 

A. That is correct. Th.at is mentioned 

in the statement of Scudder, Stevens & Clark. 

Q. So, your common stock investments have 

24 g()M up from $80,000 to approximately $131,000? 
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A. Becauae of the inheritance of my 

'fatbu, Mr. Chappell. 

300 

Q. All right. Now, we c_. back to m, 

orlgi•l line of inqub)t. On tbil list, you •h• 1,500 •hares 

of m:r •• Pt"•umbly .antag Unlwraal teal Tobaceo •• 

coe_,. •tock held in the COlaJ*1'J stock purchMe plan untf.1 

ntirement. Do you:•• that? 

A. I see that. 

Q. So, in 1971, you bad 1,SOO •bane • 

You go on to aay that this amount of stock will lncrwe 

fr. year to year, flve 1Jercnt of total •alary and home 

put in by you aach 7w and the· a._ amount by the company 

pl• dividenfl •. Doee that 80U11d nMOMble? 

A. I don't know what the '1aalary and 

) bonda" Mam. Well, 1.t wa1 auppo1ed to be • ._•larJ and bonus" 

there. 
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5 i BY MR. CJWlPILL: 

6 

Robertson • Cross 302. 

Q. Mr. ~obertson, when we recessed for 

7 ltmch, I had commetfced asking you some questions concerning 

a Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6 1 which is a statement you prepared 

s on July 8 1 1971. And we were diecU&sing the 1 1 500 shares 

10 of Universal Leaf common held in the company stock purchase 

11 p1an to your account. You had originally recalled it *as 

12 ~.ooo sharaa and this, I believe, refreshed your recollection • 
• 

13 Could you tell me now how many a~es, to the best of your 

14 information, you hold today? 

1!5 A. I was wrong, Mr. <Jlappell. I was thinking 

1e of actually what I owned and not the company. So, the total 

17 plan is in the neighborhood of 2,000 shares. 

10 l Q. Do you lmow what the stock is selling at 

19 approximately today? 

20 A. Today I don't lmow. Itwas about 27 when 

21 I looked at it last. I haven't looked at it this morning. 

22 Q. If I suggested to you that in yesterday's 

23 · Wall Street Journal it was 27% bid and 27•5/8 asked, that 

24 would sound about right, wouldn't it? 
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A. That sounds right • It doesn't move ltke l 
. 2 we want it to move. 

3 Q. And I believe you have indicated that 

4 I 
5 i 

I 

I 
if you left the company tomorrow, 1,000 shares would be 

yours? 
I 

A. Would be mine, that is correct. 

: I Q. And, of course, by that you would 

the other 1,000 shares? 

I 
forfeit I 

a 

9 A. I "WOuld ··forfeit the other 1, 000 shares, 

10 yes. 

1 1 Q. But if you stayed on until retirement, 

12 Y<!"U would get the whole thing? 

13 A. I get the whole thing, yes. There is 

14 a tax angle in there. It is a complicated stock purchase 

15 p~an, which I will be glad to provide for you to see the 

1s whole thing. But there is a tax angle in there on the shares 

17 that I get from the company. It is considered not as income 

1e but as a capital gains type of deal. It is a plan about 

19 th'at thick (indicating). 

I 
20 I Q. A plan like this, it would be fair to I 

21 
' ' say, wouldn't it, is certainly designed to give the executives! 

. I 

22 of the company some benefits without socking them with high 

taxes in the year in which they are accrued? Isn't that 23 

24 

I 

I correct? 

l ____________ __J 

I 
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A. Well, I think it is also a motivating ~ 
plan to get more out of your people also. You have to put 

up half of the money yourself, and they supply the other I 
I 

h!ilf. It is motivation. And also it U, to a cerl:ain extent, I 
a. fringe benefit. / 

Q. Let me do a little rough mental arith- I 
i 
I 

notice in your conunent in the pertinent paragraph on I 

Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6 that you would start out with five I 

metic with you to see how this works in a given year. I 

p¢rcent of your salary and bonus. So, we assume that your 

salary is $40,000, and five percent would be $2,000 that 

you would contribute. 

A. That I would contribute, yes, which is 

w.(.thheld. 

Q. And then the company matches that with 

anC>ther $2.000? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. .So, we then have $4,000. Then you add to 

that the dividends that have accumulated on the 2,000 shares 

that is in the plan? Is that correct? 

A. That is correct. The dividends go back 

in'to the plan. I do not receive the dividends. 

Q. According to this same Wall Street 

Journal that I checked on, it would appear that your dividend 
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is $1.76. 

Robertson - Cross 305 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we would be multiplying 2,000 times 

$1.76. And that would come out somewhere around $3,400, 

wouldn't it? 

A. I presume so. I am sure your multiplica-

t ion is correct. 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, I would object to 

this on the ground that this is not money received by Mr. 

10 Robertson. That is. the dividends are not received by him. 

11 They go to purchase stock that he will later, upon retirement, 

12 receive. Or, if he leaves the cotnpany, he will receive one-

ta half of it. 

14 THE COURT: It is reasonably associated 

1s with the nature and extent of his estate. 
I 

16 MR. ANDERSON: All right, sir. We exc~tl 
I 

17 ~o the ruling so far as it bears on his income. 

18 THE COURT: Of course, it has nothing 

19 to do with current income, but with 

20 his estate. Or, the possible nature 

21 If he quits. it is half of figure x. 

22 retires, it is all of figure X. But what Mr. Chappell, I 

23 think. is doing is simply showing the mechanics of the thing 

24 and how big it could possibly grow. 
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MR. CHAPPELL: 

306. 

-1 
I am showing not only, I 

a$ Your Honor has observed, the way it blends into the I 

I development of his estate; but quite obviously, we have just 
I 
I 

I I 
4 i 

I 
5 i 

: ! 

a I 

9 

10 

I 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

had a fact presented to the court which is pure income, al-

though it goes into the assets column ultimately. It is 
I 

$i.75 multiplied this year by 2,000 shares. 

And I appreciate Mr. Anderson's inter-
' 
I 

ruption for the reason that I rechecked my arithmetic, and 

ipstead of $3,400, it looks like it is $3,520. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Assuming my arithmetic is reasonably 

accurate, then, this year there would have gone into this 

stock purchase plan to your credit approximately $2,000 as 

your contribution, plus a matching amount of $2,000 from the 

canpany, plus the dividends of approximately $3,500? Again 

assuming my arithmetic to be correct, that would be a $7,500 

sum with which additional shares would be purchased? ls that 

correct? 

A. That 'WOuld be correct, yes. 

Q. And so that there may be no question 

about it, these shares that we have been discussing in 

'Universal Leaf Tobacco Company are not shown on your Defend-

ant's Exhibit J, namely, the Scudder, Stevens & Clark report? 

A. That is correct. Because I don't have 
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those shares. I have no control over them. 
-1 

Q. I understand. Referring again to 

Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6, there is a reference to 

MR. ANDERSON: Judge, you understand 

he doesn't have those shares? 

THE COURT:· I understand. But he can 

quit right today and draw half of it. I understand. 

MR. ANDERSON: That is right. 

THE WITNESS: I don't think I can 

afford that. 

THE COURT: And if he doesn't quit, 

they will come in as a whole amount 'When he retires. It is 

an asset. It is something he could borrow money against. 

THE WITNESS: No, sir. 

THE COURT: You could not borrow money 

against half of it? 

THE WITNESS: No, Your Honor, I could 

not. 

THE COURT: Well, if it isn't an asset, 

then I don't know what an asset is. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Judge, I do hope that 

this ability of Mr. Robertson to quit his job or not quit his 

job will not be treated in any different light than has his 

salary up to now. Indeed, if he quit his job tomorrow, he 
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I 

I 

~ldn•t have any salary. We have to operate on the same ~ 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

a•stnnption that he will continue his employment. And, indeed, 
I 

if it 
i 

should develop that he should quit, I think the evidence 
I 

~uld show that he dries have one-half of this that he can 

t~ke and use. 

I 
I 

THE COURT: We have been over it at 

l~ast five times. And it runs to the nature and extent of 
I 

h:is estate. 
I 
j 
I 

MR •. CHAPPELL: All right. 

B;Y MR •. CHAPPELL: 
I 

Q. On Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6, Mr. Robert-
I 

12 ~on, you have a reference to a very small interest in oil 
I 

13 fields in West Virginia and Texas. Is this the item that you 
i 
I 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

· ipent ioned to Mr. Anderson as the drilling operation? 
I . 
) 

I 
in on that. 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I fo be $13,000? 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

I 

A. That is right. I think the income came 

Your investment in 1971 you estimated 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Have you invested anything since then? 

A. No. And it has never paid out. 

Q. I see here the next item is one share 

11n Wright's Island Shooting Club, which you similarly men• 

it ioned to Mr. Anderson. And aa I recall it, this would be 

'· 
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the item in which you have a one-twelfth interest in how 

many acres? Three thousand acres? 

A. It is right at 3,000 acres. I would 

have to check the absolute acreage, Your Honor. 

309. 

-1 

Q. But approximately 3,000 acres? You have 

~ one-twelfth interest in it at a cost of $11,200? 

A. And that share of stock, Mr. Chappell, 

is up as collateral against the loan at UVB. 

Q. And that is the $9,000 loan? 

A. The $9,800 loan. 

Q. Do you have any idea what this share of 

Wright's Island Shooting Club is worth today? 

A. Well, it is hard to say, because it is 

1;1 limited membership. And you could find some people that 

would pay more than I paid for .it that might not be accept­

able to the club. You might find people that would be 

acceptable that wouldn't be willing to pay any more than I 

paid for it. 

Q. When did you buy it? 

A. To my best recollection, I have had it 

about three years, Mr. chappell. And I borrowed the full 

amount when I bought it. 

I_ 
Q. And since you have paid it down -­

A. I have paid it down to $9,800. 
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: Q, Earlier, in referring to automobiles,·~ 
Jelieve you referred to the 1965 Skylark Buick as being your I 

1ar or being in your name. That automobile actually was I 
purchased by your wife• wasn't it? I 

A. That is correct o j 

i 

Q. And it was kept in your name to facilitate i 
I 
I 
I 

I 

insurance coverage and that sort of thing? 

A. Yes. Joint names for cars are not very i 
s practical. I wasn't trying to claim the car was my car. 

to Q. Do you still own the Volkswagen? 

11 A. The 1959 Volkswagen? 

12 Q. Yes. 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. What do you own now? 

15 A. Registered in my name, I own a 1972 
i 

1e vblkswagen. However, it belongs to my children, actually. 

17 Q. Do you have a company car? 

18 

19 

A. Yes, I have a company car. I would have 

tb have a car of my own if I didn't have the company car. 

20 Q. Then you next list your belongings at 

21 tbe Berkshire Apartment as being of a value of approximately 
I 

22 $5 ,000. They would be your personal belongings? 

23 A. I would think so. That was a very rough 

24 e~timate, Mr. Chappell. But t,hat is correct. 

I 
l 00304 
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Q. Now, if you 'WOUld be good enough to turn 

2 over to the second page of Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6. This 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 I 

12 

13 

14 

And I 

I 
I 
I 

purports to be your expenses for the calendar year 1970. 
I 
' 

this would have been the last full year that you and Mrs. 
j 

I 

Robertson lived together as man and wife; is that correct? 

A. That is correct. I 
Q. You have previously testified as 

i 
to your i 

I 

c;ommitments as a result of your first marriage. And I should / 
I 

l·ike to pick up my questions to you with "Club Dues, $690." 

vthat club or clubs would that be? 
! 

A. That would be the Conunonwealth Club --

well, where a~e you referring to? 

THE COURT: The fourth item down. 

THE WITNESS: I seeo 
I 

I 

1 s BY MR. CHAPPEIL: 

16 Q. It is very difficult to read the figures. 

17 Let me give you a slip of paper with which you can line them 
I 

18 ~p. 
I 

19 A. That would be the Commonwealth Club, the 

20 ~ull and Bear Club, and the Executive Club. 

21 Q. Any others? 

22 A. And possibly in there would be some 
I 23 

1 
7ssessments 

24 L_,_~_o_.· _____________________________ __, 

on the Wright's Island Club. But 1 don't think 
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Q. It would be more likely that that woul-:-1 
2 fall in under the duck shooting later on, ~uldn't it? 

3 A. That is correct. 

4 I Q. Then the next item is the apartment and 

s / parking, $4,260. And that is at the rate in existence at 
I 

s j that time? 

7 I A. That is correct. 

a j Q. And then here is the $475 a month to your 

9 Wife, which has been testified to.. And you, as I understand 

10 it, are continuing to make these payments? 

11 A. That is correct. 

12 Q. And then there is an item of "LPR" --

13 presumably meaning Luisa Pinillos Robertson ·- ''Purchases, 

14 ~ome household, mainly for herself, paid by WSR." And that 

15 is $1, 147. 90. 

1s A. That is what my checkbook showed when I 

17 went over this back when this thing was done in 1971. 

10 Q. The following item would be your expenses 

19 for duck shooting and related matters. And that is $1,777.87. 

20 A. That is approximately correct. 

21 Q. Then an item for your overseas travel of 

22 $1,000. And then car repairs and gasoline. This $326.26 

23 was for both automobiles? 

24 A. Yes. Well, no. Because the Volkswagen 
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that was listed on here belonged to my children at that time--i 

2 ~oo. They have a newer Volkswagen now. The only car that was 

a actually there was the Buick 1965 Skylark. 

4 
[ Q. So, the $326.26 would, indeed, apply to 

5 / t;:his same Buick Skylark that we have been talking about? 
I 

6 j A. Yes. 

7 I Q. Skip the next $80.80 item and go to 
I 

a ''Presents." What is meant by "Presents''? Are these business 

9 gifts and that sort of thing? 

10 A. Business gifts. Gifts to your family. 

11 Gifts to your relatives. Christmas gifts. Wedding gifts. 

12 All sorts of gifts. 

13 Q. What part of that $766.30 would be 

14 Attributable to gifts that might have been purchased by your 

1s wife for someone? 

16 A. She cru.ld have purchased some wedding 

17 gifts at that time. 

18 

19 

20 

Q. Could you give us an estimate? 

A. No, I can't give you an estimate. 

Q. The telephone, $563.39. What would you 

21 $Stimate l«>Uld be the portion of that that would be attribut-

22 able to your wife's calls to Peru to her family and that 

:: L.-'-S-o-r-to_f_th_i_n_g_? __ A._We_l_l_._I_t_h_i_n_k_sh_e_c_a_l_l_e_d_p_r_o_b_ab_l_yo_n_c_e _ __, 
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2 

3 

4 i 

I 
5 i 

I 
I 

. I 

7 I 

a I 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

a- month and maybe at Christmastime and at New Year. 

the calls ran from $12 to $15, I would say, Mr. Chappell. 

But you must realize that this summary was done quite some 

time ago. So, it is hard for me to break them down exactly 

for you. 

Q. I understand. Now, under ''Doctors," 

you have $238. Could you give me an estimate as to what part 

of that might be attributable to your wife and what part to 

you? Or would it all be one way? 

A. No. Most of it would probably be for 

my wife. Because she went through a lot of dentistry work 

and that sort of thing, which mounted up. 

Q. Skip the next small item for "Repairs" 

of $73.37, and go on to ''Household," which you indicate, 

would include drug store, cleaners, etc., $586.27. What 

part of that could you estimate waild be attributable to 

your wife's expenditures? 

A. Well, she spent the money for the house-

hold. 

Q. I take it you are not in a position now 

21 to say that so much of it would be for her? 

22 A. I would say that I paid those bills, 

23 naturally. But I think that she, running the household, would 

24 have made them. 
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Q. Let me ask my question this way: 
I 

Drug i 
store, cleaning and so on -- would you say that half of 

this would be for your cleaning and drug uses and the other 

half would be for her? Or is it one-third, two-thirds? 

What would be your estimate? 

A. 1 would think most of it ~uld be for 

her. 

Q. Then, finally, you see "1970 LPR air 

travel and overseas expenses, $4,796.39." ·Th~s, I take it, 

was one of those off years in which you had to pay for it 

and the company didn't? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And I believe you testified this would 

happen two years running, and then the third year, they paid 

it? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. The year preceding this, had that been 

the year for the company to pay or for you to pay? 

A. I don't know. And I have gotten off the 

track on when the years are, Mr. Chappell. I just don't 

remember. I know that this was one of the years they didn't 

pay. 

Q. Having looked at this list again, does 

it still accurately reflect on the first page your assets 

I 
i 

I 
i 

I 
! 
I 
I 

I 
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~xcept as you have previously testified? 

316. 

l 

l 
A. No. The Scudder, Stevens & Clark state-

. ent reflects a debit at Scott & Stringfellow of approxim­

~tely $11,000 and no cash against it. I think you will see 

it circled there, Your Honor. 

Q. I said, except as you had previously 

ratified, 

A. But I didn't testify to that. 

l' Q. 

, t as an exhibit. 

Well, you really did 't4\en you introduced 

I 

A. Well, I didn't know whether it came out -~ 
I 

THE COURT: Well, I had seen this with 

r red circle around it. 

I 

I 
rffE WITNESS: Right, sir. 

~y MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Are there any other items . that would 

17 fall in the assets category that you can think of that 

18 

19 

20 

21 . 

22 

23 

24 
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Q. I asked you originally about your 

salary fluctuations. I failed to inquire if your salary 

prior to 1970 -- that is to say, 1969, 1968 and so on -­

was essentially the same. Or was it different than the 

approximate $40,000 level? 

A. No. It was lower. It was going up a 

little every year. When I made Vice-President, it went up 

considerably. 

Q. When did you make Vice-President? 

A. It must have been eight or nine years 

ago, Mr. Chappell. I don't remember the exact year. It 

is funny, but I don't. 

Q. But if it were eight or nine years ago, 

then in the two or three years prior to 1970 -- which is 

the first year in which we have your tax returns -- it would 

have been up at that higher plateau? 

A. It would have been in there between 

$35,000 and $40,000, yes. 

Q. And when I said .. salary," I meant, of 

pourse, your salary and bonus from your company. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Your mother has indicated that she 

assisted in the educational expenses of your oldest daughter. 

And I believe she also mentioned sending a child to Saint 

0.031.1 
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" 
Oatherine*s and one to Saint Christopher's. 

A. Those are not my children. Those are her 

other grandchildren. 

Q. During the period of your marriage to 

your wife thus far. has your mother made any other 

jontributions, financial or otherwise, to your marriage 
I . 
except the furniture? 

A. To our marriage? 

Q~ Financial contributions to your marriage. 

A. To our marriage? 

Q. To the support of you and your wife. or 

lto you. MR. ANDERSON: Well, can we limit it as 

.o what time we are talking about? 

MR. CHAPPELL: Let me start again. L Kt. CHAPPEu.: 

·~de financial c~tr::::~~ ~~::: :::ny::: :::~r 
testified to here? 

A. Do you mean to send my children to camps 

pr schools? Is that what you are getting at? Or just 

giving me a cash handout? Or what? 

Q. Anytht,ng. 

A. I think she did send Diy youngest 
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I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
-1 

I 
! 
I 

daughter to camp a couple of surmners. And then I took it 

over. When she started sending niy oldest daughter to 

Mary Baldwin College, I took back over the camp. Because 

my mother tries not to give to anyone of her three children 

any more than she gives to the others. She tries to keep 

lt well balanced that way. 

Q. Do I correctly assume from your 

testimony that she did not make any cash contributions? 

A. At Christmas, she gives me a cash 

present. 

Q. What is the range of it? 

A. $500. 

Q. Referring to your income tax returns, 

which have been introduced as Defendant's Exhibits F, G, 
' 

and H, I do not observe that you have taken your children 

as exemptions. Is that a proper observation? 

A. That is correct. Because Mrs. Benedict 

:takes my children as exemptions. 

Q. Is this specified in the agreement that 

you have filed? 

A. It was specified by the lawyers that she 

got the children as exemptions. I think it is in the 

agreement too, actually. 

Q. Well, the reason I asked you the 
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question is that I did not see it in there. And I was 

320. 

l 
2 curious to know why you were not taking them as exemptions. 

3 A. Mrs. Benedict takes them. 

Q. Have you looked into the availability 

of the exemptions to you on the basis that you contribute 

6 far more than one-half of their support? 

7 A. Yes. But then you get into the area 

a of child support versus alimony. When this agreement was 

s ,set up. we got out of that area so that I could deduct the 

10 payments I made. 

1 1 Q. Then. there is an understanding on this 

12 that does not appear in the written agreement? · 

13 A. I think •• 

14 THE COURT: He wants to deduct it all 

1s under the agreement as alimony rather than claim a child 

1e 'deduction. It used to be $600 per child. It is pretty 

17 simple. It is obviously much more beneficial to him to 

10 claim the whole thing as alimony than it is to claim part 

19 as alimony and part as child deduction. 

20 MR. CHAPPELL: You are entirely correct, 
21 Your Honor. I was merely raising the question as to whether 

22 he could do both. That is all. 

23 THE COURT: I understand. 

24 THE WITNESS: You can't do both •. If you 
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could arrange it, I would appreciate it. 

BYMR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. But no effort has been made recently 

to look into this, I take it? 

A. Oh, yes. Great effort. I have looked 

into this agreement. In fact, it is being looked into now. 

Because it is a binding agreement. 

Q. I should like now to examine you with 

reference to the investment report. And for some reason, 

I cannot remember the name of that firm. It is.Scudder, 

Stevens & Clark. 

l 

A. Scudder, Stevens & Clark, that is right. 

Q. That would be Defendant's Exhibit J. 

You have identified these gentlemen, Scudder, Stevens & 

Clark as money managers? 

A. Investment managers, that is correct. 

Q. I am looking for my notes of that part 

of your testimony when Mr. Anderson asked you about the 

instructions to these gentlemen. And my recollection is 

that you received their recormnendations and followed them. 

And the object of the instructions was to increase your 

capital or your principal and to hold dividends to the 

level they have been more or less? 

A. That is correct. You balance the two 
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I 
between income 

Robertson • CZ-Oss 

and capital appreciation. 

Q. When did you first establish your 

relationship with Scudder, Stevens & Clark? 

' 

A. Approximately a year ago. 

Q. At that time, did you advise them of 

~our need for incottte? 

A. No. 

Q. Would it not have been vital 

.nformation if they were to produce the income you would 

J...ed to meet your obligations? 

A. Rephrase that. 

Q. Would not such advice have been 

.~ppropriate if you were to produce the income you need 

to meet your obligations? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. But in any event, you did not advise 

them of your need for income? 

A. I told them that I wanted to get the 

322. 

tcome that I 
I 

could out of the portfolio on a diversified 

basis. 

l Q. As I look at the value of your shares 

hown on Defendant's Exhibit J, the total account is of 

6.e value of $131,524.74. And in your Exhibit B ··which 
I 
I take it was developed from your tax returns .... you show 

:f 
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dividends of approximately $3,900 to $4,000 for 1972. Does 

that sound right? 

A. That sounds right. 

4 I Q, Would you like to refer to Exhibit B 

5 
/ so that you will not have to guess at it? Exhibit B, the 

6 

7 

a 

9 

I 

second page. It is actually entitled, within Exhibit B, 

txhibit A. 

A. Right. It is Exhibit B to Exhibit A. 

'DIE COURT: And the next sheet 

10 attached is marked Exhibit B. 

1 1 MR. CHAPPELL: Yes, sir. 

12 l!SY MR. CHAPPELL: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Do you see the figures that I have 

been referring to? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Again just a bit of mental arithmetic 

indicates that the yield or return on your investment is 

about three percent. Is that correct? 

A. I think the way this was done, three 

and a half percent, I think, was the latest. I·have got 

some information from Scudder, Stevens. 

Q. Of course, I waa applying the figures 

you had in your exhibits. And it does come closer to 

three percent. But let's assume that it is somewhere 
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I 

1 

bbtween three percent and three and a half percent. 

A. All right. 

In your earlier testimony, you have j Q. 

old the Court that you have been spending capital to meet 
I 
tour obligations. You are aware, are you not, that on 
I . 
today's money market• you can make much more in the way 
I 
bf a return on your investment than three and a half percent? 
I .I 

/ A. Do you .. an putting it in CD's at I 

~O percant or something like that? 

I Q. Yes. 

I 
I A. I am in business, Mr. Chappell. I am 

rware of that, yes. 

I Q. So, if you used your money in that 

/fashion, rather than having a return of $4,000, you could 

!have a return of $13,000? Is that correct? 

' I A. If CD's continued at 10 percent. They 

/fluctuate rapidly up and down. 

I 
I 
I 

r ia it not? 
i 

I 

Q. Three and a half is a very low return, 

A. Not on anything that is in the stock 

21 ! market. on a balanced portfolio, three and a half percent 
i 

22 

23 

24 

/is 
I 
I 

just about average. 

Q. On a balanced portfolio? 

A. Yes. 

00318 
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Q. That is to say, a portfolio that is not 

geared towards producing income but rather to preserving 

and maybe enhancing your capital structure and at the same 

time giving you some income? 

A. No, I wouldn't say that. 

Q. Tell me what you mean by "balanced 

portfolio." 

A. I think that a portfolio that is 

geared to producing not only capital gain but a reasonable --

and "reasonable" is a _,rd that could be questioned -- and 

a suffi·.cient amount of invome -- well, I think that if you 

look at the returns on common stock in the United States, 

then and a half percent is not very low. Now, I don't 

know how much research you have done on it. I am not a 

stock market research expert. 

THE COURT: Well, they picked up in 

appreciation in that year you have dealt with them of 

$28,000 on $103,000 investment, didn't they? 

THE WITNESS: Unless I put some money 

in there, Your Honor --

THE COURT: No. I am looking at the 

cost price. 

'!HE WITNESS: A lot of those shares I 

have had since 1949, Your Honor. 

00319 
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THE COURT: You gave them shares to 

A •. That is correct. 

THE OOURT: They are not like these 

agency agreements where you tum over your stocks to the 
I , 

anks? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

CIW>PELL: 

326 •. 

Q. To bring this line to some sort of 

f>nclusion: At no time have you discussed with your 

bounselors, Scudder, Stevens & Clark, a need on your part 

o increase your income and.their advice concerning that? 

A. Yes, I have. And I have a letter. 

Q. Did you tell them of your financial 

ommitments and the figures such as you have testified to 
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~fore this Court? 

A •... ~Y know my -~i~~cial c~itm~ts. 

321. 
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I Y MR. CHAPPELL: 

/ Q. Mr. Robertson, would you be good enough 

to refer to Defendant' a Exhibit B ?, First of all, the 

second page which is headed up "Exhibit A" within 

Defendant's Exhibit B, am I not correct in stating that 

this is a pro forma statement as to what your taxes lft>uld 

be or would have been had these items been deducted in the 

manner you have set up here? 

Mil. ANDERSON: I think I can an-r that.

1 We prepared the statement on that basis, if Your Honor please1 

That 18 for the record. Just for the record, we will 1 

stipulate that. 

MR. CHAPPELL: Judge, quite obviously, 

when we get over to deducting the support for Mrs. Robertson, 

.00222 
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330. 

I 

He hasn't deducted it in past years bees.use they filed a 
I 

joint return. I thought the record should show that. 
! 

j THE OOURT: All right. 
I 

I 
BY MR CHAPPELL: I • 
j Q. Please turn to Exhibit B within 

i>efendant's Exhibit B. The automobile expense shown in 
I 

item no. 5 of $209, is that for the Volkswagen? Or is 
I 
that for the Skylark? 
I 
/ A. That is for the Volkswagen and same 
I 

~asoline money that I put into the company car. I ·mean if 
I 
' take personal trips and that sort of thing, I do not 

i:harge the company for that type of gasoline. 

I Q. The next item, item no. 6, is "Sports -
I 
~uck, dove, skeet shooting, etc., $1,884.86." This is 
I 

!an item which you have expended fairly consistently 

!throughout your marriage? 
I 
/ A. Yes. 
I 

I Q. Your attorney, Mr. Anderson, made 

!available to me some of your canceled checks. And in the 
I 
/interest of time, I should like to show you a resume of 

!these checks. And before you review the figures, help me 

I identify some of these names. 
I 
I Wright's Island Game Association. Would 

/that be related to duck_ s.h.ooting? 

I 
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A. That J.s ducks, yes. 

Q. How about Club IA.Salle? 

A. No. Club LELSalle is not related. 

Q. What is Club LaSalle? 

A. Club LaSalle is a fishing club in 

qanada that is dominated by members of Phillip Morris, 

lo are Universal Leaf's biggest customer. And if they 

lay they want you to join Club LaSalle, you join Club 

Lasalle. 

331. 

Q. Well, these checks about Club LaSalle --

\Tere yo~.i reimbursed by your company? 

A. No. But I am going to deduct them. 

Q. I see. How about Mrs. G. E. France? 

A. That is the lady that owns the marsh 

that my brother-in-law lease. 

Q. So, that is in that category? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And Ducks Unlimited also? 

A. Ducks Unlimited is a non-profit 

organization. It is tax deductible in my tax return. It 

is for wetlands in Canada. 

Q. Meyer France? Who is that? 

A. That is the son of Mrs. France. 

Q. And Wild Wings? What is that? 

()(}{324 
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A. That is a duck painting. It has 

nrthing with shooting. 

Q. That is a work of art? 

A. It is a wrk of art, yes. 

Q. So, )0 ur figure, as ·shown on your 1 is t 

,ere, is something that you spend substantially in that 

same amount each year? 

A. It runs approximately that, yes. 

Q. Item no. 8 on this same exhibit is 

'Food, $1,850." ·What is that item for and where is it 

pent? 

A. It is for food, naturally, for me. 

~d it is spent: at various restaurants, clubs and so forth. 
I 
I think it averages out about $35 a week. 

l THE COURT: You pay nothing at your 

ther' s home? 

l THE WITNESS: I pay nothing, but I 

, n't eat my meals at my mother's home. 

three. 

THE_ COURT: Not any?. 

THE WITNESS: Breakfast. 

THE COURT: Well, that is one out of 

THE WITNESS: Well, my breakfast. 
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B~ Mil. atAPPELL1 

lbne? 

Mrs. Wagner? 

I "-

Q. You never have: dinner at your mother's 

A. Occasionally. But very, very seldom. 

Q. Where do you usually have your dinner? 

A. I have it at various-places. 

Q •. ,· Do y~ ever have your dinners w1 th 

A. Yes1·I have my dinners with Mra. Wagner. 

00326 
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Q. Mr. Robertson, is any portion of that 

' 
19 ~1,850 you have noted used for Mrs. Wagner? 

20 I A. No. 
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THE OOURT: I am going to ask the ques-

tions at this stage. 

Since you left your wife, and within the 

year 1971, what amount of money or other things of value 

have you contributed to or giv•n tb Mrs. Wagt'ler for the year · 

1971? 

THE WITNESS: All right, Your Honor. I 

li1Duld say I have given her approximately -- and this is an 

approximate figure -- $170 a month. Most of that, if I may 

· elaborate --

THE a>URT: You have answered, you may 

elaborate now. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you, air. Most of 

my meals were eaten there. So, a lot of that was taken up 

in food that I ate. Also, Mra •. Wagner supplied me with my 

cigarettes that were kept there and bought several presents 

'10328 
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I 

for me during Christmastime and things like that for me to 
' 
i 

give to people. 
' 

Now, that is the monetary change. 
I 

I THE OOURT: That is 1971. How about 

1972? 

'111E WITNESS: It has gone through like 
I 
that about the whole time. 
I 
I THE COURT: 1973? 

I THE WITNESS: For 1973, it is running 
i 
'-bout that now. That is an average figure. 
I 
I THE COURT: I understand. You can't do 
I 
any better than you can do. $170 a month on the average. 
I 
Do you want to go ahead? 
I 
I 
I 

MR. CHAPPELL: I belie'Ve the witness 

had addressed himself to monetary matters. 
I 

I 
I 

THE COORT: And other things of value, 

jl asked him. 

THE WITNESS: I have given Mrs. Wagner, 

1Your Honor, some gifts. 
I 

lsy MR. 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
l 

CllAPPELL: 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Could you describe those gifts, please? 

Yes. I gave her a tourmaline ring. 

Could you give us an approximate value? 

I think that it ran $740. 

Q. Next? 

00329 
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I . 
$1200. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 
I 

I 

Robertson • Cross 341. 

A. I gave her a wool coat. 

Q. What was the value of that? 

A. The value was around $200. 

Q. Next? 

A. I gave her a gold bracelet. 

Q. Value? 

A. The value was around approximately 

Q. Anything else? 

A. I think that is all, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: That includes 1971 to date? 

nlE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Q. Did you, by chance, give her a fur coat 

dr wrap of any sort? 
I 
I I Q. The ring you described is the only ring 

A. Absolutely not. 

~: I t.ou have given her? 

A. That is correct. 

, J Q. We might move back to Exhibit B within 
21 

22. 

23 

24 

our Exhibit B. And Item No. 10 is "Acquisitions - Art 

Jjorks." You have $1, 700 for that. What are those art works? 

1 

A, ''Wild Wings." I have pointed that out 
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t0 you. That is fourteen hundred and some dollars. 

342. 

2 Q. That is a painting? 

3 A. ?hat i.s a painting, yes. 

4 Q. What else would go into this $1,700? 

5 A. I bought some hides in Brazil. I bought 

s some decorative decoys -- hand-carved decoys. They are not 

7 for shooting. They are decorative. And that comes up to 

a about that figure. 

9 Q. Item No. 11 is 0 Social - including vaca-

1 o tions." What is intended by this 1 

11 A. That is vacation money that I have used 

12 and spent and various entertaining of friends. It was not 

t3 ~usiness. I wasn't reimbursed by my company for this. 

14 Q. Would there be included in any of this 

1s figure of $1,143.18 any expenditures on vacations or 
I 

1e social occasions for Mrs. Wagner? 

17 A. Yes, there could be. 

18 Q. Do you have an estimate of what it 

19 might be? 

20 A. No. Because it would be actually a very 

21 anal 1 amount. 

22 Q. Turn again to the earlier part of your 

23 Exhibit B, the second page, where you list the support of 

24 .Luisa Pinillos Robertson. You show rent and parking, $357; 

0033:1 
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cash, $475; life insurance; $95.67. Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

343. 

Q. Should you not also have included in th9 t j 

I the estimated $220 to $230 that you provided her during that I 

period in ~ich you were paying for charge accounts and bills I 
i 

of that sort? I 

I A. I was not advised to include it. 1 

Q. Well, let me ask you this way: Conmenc- I 
mg from the time you left the house in August of 1971, until I 

last November, is it not a fact that you did the things that 

are shown on this second page of Exhibit B to which I have 

referred, plus paying all charge account bills of Mrs. 

Robertson, your wife? 

A. Some of them being my bills too, yes. 

Q. As a matter of fact, to refresh your 

i:-ecollection --

A. I know that letter, Mr. Chappell. 

Q. You wrote to her on October 23, 1972 and 

told her that having checked your bills that you had paid, 

that these things averaged approximately $220 to $230 a month; 

:ls · that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. So, if this were to be accurately stated, 

there would be another $220 at least added to that figure; 

00.332 
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I 1r that correct? 

I 
I 

A. That would appear to be correct. 

344. 

Q. Reference has been made to the Jaquelin 

P( Taylor trust pursuant to which you receive_ income. You 

have heard your mother testify as to the estimated value of 

Jhe corpus. Do you have e more accurate esthnate than the 
I 

d,ne that she gave? 

A. I am a trustee. 

Q. All right. Since you are a trustee, 

10 tell us the value of the corpus approximately? 

1 t 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

ta 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. Approximately --

MR. ANDERSON: Excuse me. We object 

again, if Your Honor please, onthe grounds that this is 

inly an expectancy. 

'DIE COURT: I understand. And it will 

~ received. 

L~. MR. ANDER.SON: We except to the Court's 

THE WITNESS: At the present market value, 

ft ia probably in the neighborhood of six and a half million 

1dollars. 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Do you plan to marry Mrs. Wagner? 

MR. ANDERSON: We object to this, if 

0:0333 
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/ · 

Your, Honor please. It tends to incriminate. And it' is 

1•yond the scope of this inquiry also. It is not material 

or relevant. 



46 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

. POLE, BlNTON & JOHNSON 
CCCJRT REPORTERS RobCilrt_ son. _ _..,,.Croes 
• :MUTUAL BUILDING · 

RICH.MdND, VIRGINIA 23219 

347 • 

MB.. CHAPPELL: I do noc.wtah to reargue 

the poin~~. B~t may I just suggest to the Court that I failed 
' 

to· 'men.ti.on in my. bqinning remarks on this ia8Ue that I 

bava taken the position with the Court and· with counsel 

conaiatently that at the appropriate time• we ·wuld aak the · .. · · 

Court to conaider Section 20·119 of the Code of .~irginia. 

which de•l• with adultery and the intention or the abilit~ 

to remarry. Now, these.are related, Your Honor. 

· · ·eoaas 

. I 
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THE OOURT: Well, that is a Section that, 

2 if the Court finds him guilty of adultery, the Court can take 

a i~to consideration with or without his intention to marry.· 

MR. CHAPPELL: All right. I except to 

5 tfle ruling of the Court. 

6 'DIE CDURT: Very well. I might as well 

7 approach this one now too: On the question of incrimination, 

a I have read some on my own. And I have been helped a great 

9 deal by the cases filed. I believe that on the whole, 

10 despite the statute -- which seems to give a use immunity 

11 i~ Virginia -- and I have run into it before in criminal 

12 cases -- I believe that the Fifth Amendment right not to 

1a incriminate yourself to be a greater right. And when it comes 

14 to questions of committing adultery or any other crime, the 

15 ruling of the Court is that the questions may be asked in 

1s detail. There will be no blanket taking of the Fifth Amend-

17 ment. 

1a Now, whether it is taken to each question 

19 or not is for the witness and his or her counsel to decide. 

20 Again, I think that if counsel thinks 

21 they should be asked, I intend to let him ask them. And we 

22 need not have a complete repetition of the constitutional 

23 refusal to answer each time. But I am thoroughly persuaded 

24 that in this type of case, a Court may draw negative 
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; 349. 
I 
I 

1Jnfe_i-ences from a failure to answer. It still makes him I - - . 
imnune from prosecution. · 

There is certainly in a civil case the 

tlype of thing that: ·- or in a criminal case -- it is not 
I . 

I - - . 
the type of evidence one may be convict~d upon. It is not 

.!,,... the type of evidence, standing alone, upon which you 

lould enter a judPant in a civil case. But it f.8 the type 

Jf conduct when co~ected with ell the other evidence, that 

lay be the straw that causes the Court to ·teen one way or 

~e other. . 

'i 
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THE COURT: I don' t believe that I 

going to require thats And I will let you take your 

kxception to it. 

Now, I have got an idea what your 

351. 

next question is going to be. And that may go off on a 

kif ferent ground. But it is true that if it is not based 

ln constitutional grounds, I don·'.t know much reason for 

he Court to bar the answer for the record. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I am saying to the Court, 

th all due deference to the Court and counsel, how do 

I protect my record other than to elicit the answer and 

save it if we ever have an appeal unless it is a 

constitutional issue? And in that event, I also have a 

duty. And th.at duty is that I have got to ask the question. 

THE COURT: That is right. 

MR. CHAPPELL: I have to have it one 

way or the other. 

THE COURT: I think that is correct. 

I think since the ruling was not based on constitutional 

gro~nds, he is entitled to an answer to the question. I 

will give you an opportunity to use that ground if you 

want to, though. 

MR. ANDERSON.: Well, we instruct the 

00:338 
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tJitness to claim the privilege. 

THE COURT: All right. I think you 

352. 

4re right. I appreciate that if it is constitutional, 

~ou cannot compel the answer. If it is not, you can make 

Yiour record regardless of the ruling of the Court. 
I 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Have you had sexual intercourse with 

4atheryn Wagner? 

I MR. ANDERSON: Does the Court want me 

do instruct the witness in each instance? Perhaps it 
I 

i°uld be simpler to do that. 

THE COORT: I think so. 

MR. ANDERSON: I advise the witness 

tto claim the privilege. 
I 

BY MR. CJWlPELL: 

Q. On how many occasions have you had 

sexual intercourse with I.<iatheryn Wagner? 

j MR. ANDERSON: I advise the witness 

o claim the privilege. 
I 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

I . Q. What is Mrs. Wagner's Address? 

MR. ANDERSON: I advise the witness 

to claim the privilege. 
I ner to answer this. 

I 

I know that the Court required 

But I advise him to claim the privilege. 

1 

I 
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t MR. CHAPPELL: 

I 
lddress? 

the privilege. 

Robertson - Cross 353. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Q. What is her apartment number at that 

MR. ANDERSON: I advise him to claim 

THE WITNESS: I so do. 

THE COURT: Shall we have it understood 

-!-hat as 

Jdvice? 

long as he says nothing, he is following counsel's 

I 
MR. CHAPPELL: Yes, indeed. 

THE COURT: Rather than have him say 
13 ~omething each time. 

I 

14 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 
I 

1~ 

16 

17 

ia 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Are you still seeing Mrs. Wagner? 

MR. ANDERSON: I advise the witness to 

claim the privilege. 

Jy MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. I am going to refer to the dates in the 

B;ill oi': Complaint one at a time. And as to each date, I 
! 

iant to know if you were in Mrs. Wagner's apartment on 
I 

those dates. November 14, 1972. 

MR. ANDERSON: Can we save time? 

'm:E COURT: Just list them all. 

0034.0 
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MR. CHAPPELL: I will list them. 

November 14, 15, 16, 17, 1972. 

354. 

I 
December 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, and 17, 1972. 

J 
MR ANDERSON: I advise the witness 

"' claim t:he privilege~ 
j NOTE: At this point, the witness 

onferred with his counsel. 

THE COURT: Let the record show that 

bhe Court allowed the witness to discuss a matter with his 

bounsel. 
I 
BY MR. CHAPPELL: 
I l Q, 

rompany, ScudderA~t :: ~~::i:0s:::;c:::tle, Mr. Chappell. 

What fee do you pay to the management 

because they conduct: t:he money management: for my entire 
I 
l
ifami ly. I imagine it runs about $ 200 a year. It is very 

little, because it is on top of the other work they do. I 

lhink there was just one check in 1972 that showed up to 

them. Because that is not the entire amount. 

00341-' 

l 

' 

I 

I 
I. 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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Robertson - Redirect 355. ~ 

I 

I 
I .. REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

• 

I 
BY MR. ANDERSON: 

Q. Mr. R"?bertson, you were asked ~y Mr. 

Chappell if you had sought the advice of Scudder• Stevens I . ·. t Clark concerning increasing your incame fr0m your 

portfolio. And I .\)elieve you answered that you had sought I ·. . . 
their advice? 

A. I seek tMir achrice. They.give their 

~dvice to us constantly. 

Q. But did you specifically aek them with 

reference to inc~easing it from three or three and a half 
I , 
percent? 

A. Yes. To some figure like e.ight, nine 

~~ 10 percent, ye8-_.! __ ~_~id • 

.. 

··~~ 

/I ' 
l 

j 
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... 

Q.f Now, Mr. Robertaon. directing your 

attention to the $170 per:· month that you say you have 

bontributed tlo Mrs. Wagner -- and yo.u have explained that 

~ at - meels there and she buys your c:l.prettes and 

~o forth - is any porti;,.. of that shoWn in any of your 

!.x,ense statements that we have filed as exhibits? 

A. No, they do nqt. 

l . Q. I would like to direct yaur att:•tion 

o Defendant's· Exhibit B, the· second page, which·1• 

bmtbit A. It is confusing. But I mean Defendant's Exhibit 
I 
ts which has been so marked by' the Court. But for our 

~urposes, it is the second page of it. 

A. Yes, I have got that. S~ng the 

ncome? 

Q. Yes. And . I am referring to deductions 

. nd expenaea and to the support to Luisa Pin111oe 

rberteon, exclwling incident:o!la, for 1972, tbe only 

rmplete year since August 11,· 1971. ·Now. is that a 

" " 



2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1s 

'16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23' 

24 

. I 

POLE, e~Nror-& a JOHM$ON Robertaott .. ltedi. rect · 
COURT REPORTERS 35 7,. ·. • 
MUTUAL BUILOINC3 

RICfiMO:NO, VIRGINIA 23219 

" 
~ ~--

I 

do~ect statement of what you were·payina to her and.what I . . . . 
I . 

you are now paying to her, with the exception of. the I .. . 
increase in 'the rent to $380,when this statement was I . . , 

I . ~ 
I 
prepared? 
I 

lking? 

A. When this statement was prepared, yes. 

Q·. · That is what 'you are. ·no• paying? 

A •. j That is what. I am now paying •. 

Q• With the increase in the rent and 

A. That is correct. 

Q. -..,, when waa the $220 ti $230 for 
p , .. 

·-::.,it I 
I charge accounts stotl\Gd? 

(l.0344 . 
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Robertson - Redirect 358. 

A. I think it was in November of 1972. 

Q. And since that time, the figure which 

is shown in this exhibit is the correct figure? 

A. Except for the rent. 

Q. Except for the increase in the rent? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. On Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6 -- which 

:f.s a statement that you prepared and which I furnished to 

Mr. Chappell and which is dated July 8, 1971 you show 

cash at Scott and Stringfellow of $6,000. Now, your 

testimony today is that there is no cash at Scott and 

Stringfellow? 

A. No. I think the Scudder, Stevens & 

Clark statement shows there is a debt of approximately 

$11,000 at Scott and Stringfellow and no cash. They used 

to have two accounts there. Now they have got one account. 

Q. With respect to the stock option plan, 

is it true that the shares are held by the company? 

A. They are held by the company, yes. 

Q. Now, who are they voted by? 

A They are voted by the company. Well, no, 

we vote our half. 

Q. You vote a half? 

A. We vote a half of what the company holds 
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I 
I 

ffor us, right. 

Robertson - Redirect 
Recross 

Q. Now, you receive no dividends from 

359. 

ttho.se shares? Is that true? 

j THE COURT: I understand that. It goes 

· ack into stock option purchase. 

Jv MR. ANDERSON: I 

you contribute 

tecks. 
A. Surely. And it is withheld from my 

Q. Now, has that $2,000 been shown on any 

rf your statements as a deduction or as an expense on your 

part? 

A. No, it is not. 

MR. · ANDERSON: I have no further question!. 

RECROSS EXAMmAnON 

I 
~y MR. CHAPPELL: 

I
I Q. Let's go back to the celebrated 

!Defendant 1 s Exhibit B, the second page, please,- Mr. 

/Robertson. I want to make sure once and for all that we 
I 
have the numbers correct as to what you have been paying 

to or for J:.IIrs. Robertson, your wife. You have been paying 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
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Robertson - Recross 360. 

tthe rent and 
I 
in was $357. 
I 

the parking, which at the time you put this 

It is now $380, I believe? 

I 
I 
I 

: . th1 a mon .. 

' 

A. $380, yes. 

Q. You have been giving her cash of $475 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And you have been paying the insurance 

dn these two policies of $16,000 and $25,000, which works I 
I 

1ut to $95.67 a month? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And in addition to that, on up until 

ijast November, and taking the minimum figure, you had been 

p~ying the charge account bills of $220? 

I A. Average, yes. 

/ Q. You also had been carrying the insurance 

oh her automobile? 
c 

I A. Well, since it is lis_ted in my name, I 

wks carrying the insurance on it, yes. 

Q. In fact, it is to this day, is it not? 

A That is correct. 

I 
Q. And you also have been carrying the 

· h6usehold 

I 
insurance; is that correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And further, Mrs. Robertson, your wife, 
~~: 
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I 

i'.• covered in your medical insurance program with your 
I 

cf>mpany; is that correct? 

I 
I A. That is correct. 

. j Q. Finally• these figures that you have 

.Jmwn ae having been paid to your wife,· Mrs. Robertson, are 
I . . - . 
~t figures? .She has not had to figure any income ·taxmc 

i has &tie? ~n on those,, 

· A. Well, we have been filing a joint 

return. 

I 
I 

Q. But tNl!!se.,figures that you ahow on 

here, 
1 . 

ncwertheleas, are net figures to her? i 

! 

-~~- . Met figure&; .... t&...b!.r-.a · that is co!!~~· ._ I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I . 00.348 . .... : -
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Robertson • Recross 
Wagner • Direct 

Q. Hr. Robertson. I failed to ask you 

about the telephone. Who pays the telephone in Mrs. 

Robertson'• apara.nt now? 

A •. / Mrs.· Robertson pays it. 

Q. How long baa she been doing that? 

And when did you laat pay it? 

A. I last paid it last Nowmber. 

Q. Is that included in the $220 a month 

estimate? 

A. Yes. 

KATHERYN ELIZABETH WAGNER, resumed the 

witness stand and testified further as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMIN!TION (Resumed) 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

363. ''. 

Q. When we left off our questions on 

August 30th, Mrs. Wagner, we had developed your n-., your 

00349 
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I 

a~e, your address, the fact that you were unemployed, and 

I 
the fact that you were unmarried. From this point on, I I 

I 
s},lall ask you some questions and Mr. Robertson's counsel 

lJll advise you as to whether or not you should answer 
I 

these in the light of the Court's ruling. 
I 
/ To whom have you been married previously? 

A. To Manuel Mendiola. 

Q. Any other marriages? 

A. Yes. To Helmut Beckey. 

Q. Any others? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you receive support money from any 

these previous marriages? 

A. I received a settlement. 

I 
I 
p~ayments 
I 

.Q. But you do not receive any continuing 

from either of your previous husbands? 

Rtobertson, Jr.? 

I 
1 

j 

privilege. 

A. No. 

Q. You are acquainted with Walter s. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you known him? 

MR. ANDERSON: We advise her to claim 

THE COURT: Go ahead and put your 

I 

I 
I 

I 
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I 

q~estions in, 

2 BY MR. CHAPPELL: 
I 

3 

4 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Have you had sexual intercourse with 

W[lter s. Robertson, Jr.? 

MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness to 

claim the privilege. 

Jy MR. CHAPPELL: 

J 
Q. How often have you had sexual intercourse 

~th Walters. Robertson, Jr.? 

·/ MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness to 

J1aim the privilege. 
I 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. I shall ask you a question concerning 

tertain dates specified in the amended Bill of Complaint 

ior divorce. I shall call off.all of the dates. Then you 
I 
can wait for your counsel to instruct you. 
I· 

On the dates of November 14, 15, 16, 17. 
-

nd December 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, and 17, 1972, 

id Walter s. Robertson, Jr. spend any portion or all of 

those evenings in your apartment? 

rlaim the privilege, 

BY MR. CHAPPELL: 

MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness to 

Q. And on those dates, did you commit 



2 

3 

4 

!5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 !5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

i'OLE, ~ENtON ' JOHNsOM '" Di;;;.: . 
OCi:URT RtPORTER!!J w8gi'aC • . u8Ct 
MUTUAL BUILDING 

RICHMcjiNo, VIRGINiA 23219 

-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! . 

~du~t"1 with Walters. Robertson• Jr.? 
I 
1 MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness I 
I 

to cl~!;!~!.F!!?!lege~ 
r 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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Wagner ... Direct 367.y 

9~-... 
Q. The question is: In the year 1973, to 

specific, has Mr. Robertson contributed to your support 9 t>e 
I 

I 
10 

11 

12 t: 
f . 

given you anything of monetary value? 

A. He has not contributed to my support. 

takes all of his meals with me. So, he has contributed 

13 to the groceries. 

14 Q. What does that amount to on a monthly 

15 basis? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 his meals 

23 

24 

A. It amounts to approximately $170. 

Q. $170 a month? 

A. $170 a month. 

Q. Would the same 

A. Yes. 

thing apply to 1972? 

Q. And to that portion of 1971 that he 

with you? 

A. Yes. 

took 

Q. Has . he made gifts to you during! those 

! 

-0.0353 
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Wagner - Direct 368. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you tell us what these gifts were? 

A. There is a tourmaline ring. There is a 
I 

wfol coat. And there is a gold bracelet. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. Not that I can recall. 

Q. Have you gone with him on any of his 

9 trips abroad? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

MR. ANDERSON: We object to this, if 
I 

Yiour Honor please, and advise the witness to claim the· 
j 

~rivilege. 

THE COURT: I think ao. 

FJy MR. CHAPPELL: 

Q. Have you joined him on his vacations? 

I 
~laim the privilege. 
I 

~y MR. CHAPPELL: 

MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness to 

l Q. Do you continue to see Mr. Robertson 

,n up to the present time? 
I 

/ MR. ANDERSON: We advise the witness to 

~laim the privilege. 

ry MR. CHAPPELL: 

t Q. Do you plan to marry Mr. Robertson? 

I 
I 
I 

i 
I 
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MR. ANDERSON: .We advise the witnees to 

2 claim the privilege. 

3 lE 

4 

e , 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

00355 


	Scanned Document(1)
	Scanned Document(2)

