


IN THE 

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
AT RICHMOND 

Record No. 5236 

VIRGINIA: 

In the Supreme Court of Appeals held a.t the Supreme 
Court of Appeals Building in the City of Richmond on Tues
day the 4th day of October 1960. 

ROBERT J. SOLLIE, Appella:nt, 

a,ga.inst 

P ATRAICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE, Appellee~ 

From the Circuit Court of Roanoke County 

Upon the petition of Robert J. Sollie an appeal is awarded 
·him from a decree entered by t11e Circuit Court. of R,oanoke 
County on the 5th day of May, 1960, in a certain chancery 
cause then therein depending wherein Patricia Ann Hughes 
Sollie was plaintiff and the petitioner was defendant; upon 
the petitioner, or some one for him, entering into bond v.+ith 
sufficient security before tlrn clerk of the said circuit court 
in t1Je penalty of five hundred dollars, with condition as the 
lawd~ec~. · · 
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Filed in"the Clerk's Office the 1st day of May, 1957. 

ROY K. BROWN, Clerk. 

BILL OF COMPLAINT. 

To the Honorable Fred L. Hoback, Judge of said Court: 

Your complainaJ1t, Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, would re
~pectfully represent unto Your Honor as follows : 

1. That on February 3, 1951, your complainant was lawfully 
married to the defendant, Robert J. Sollie, at Tacoma Park, 
State of Maryland; and 

2. That your complainanJ and the defendant have been 
actual bona fide residents of and domiciled in the State of 
Virginia for more than one year next preceding the institution 
of this suit; that the parties last cohabited together as man 
and wife in the County of Roanoke Virginia, at 3828 Colony 
Lane; and 

3. That one child has been born to your complainant and 
the defendant; namely, Elizabeth Ann Sollie, who wa.s born on 
September 20, 1951 ; and 

4. That your complainant and the defendant are members 
of the white race and above the age of 21 years; and 

5. Your complainant would further show unto Your Honor 
that for the past several yea.ts, the defendant has subjected 
her to extreme physical and mental abuse and because of said 
treatment the complainant on April 16, 1957, left the defend-

ant for the sake of her physical and mental well 
page 3 r being. 

6. Your complainant ·would show unto Your 
Honor that her marriage to the defendant has been a most 
unhappy one. After they were first married, she lived with 
her mother without any support from the defendant for ap
proximately four months, at which time the defendant took 
her to live with him at Schenectady, New York. At this time, 
the defendant was employed by General Electric Company at 
Schenectady and in October of 1955, the defendant was 
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transferred to the General Electric Plant in Salem, Virginia, 
and since that time and until April 16, 1957, they lived at 
3828 Colony Lane in Roanoke County. 

7. That, practically from the beginning of their marriage, 
the defendant has continuously used vile language to your 
complainant, and frequently calls her uncouth names. In the 
presence of others, he often cursed and accused her of in
fidelity. He also stated frequently, in the presence of their 
friends, that your complainant was illegitimate, and that 
their infant daughter, Eliza.beth Ann, is n-0t his child. 

8. That in the early part of 1954, the defendant, on at least 
three different occasions, without cause or justification, 
slapped your complainant in the face, and as recently as 
March 1, 1957, at their home in Roanoke County, he sat on her 
and beat her on the legs. He then pushed her glasses up on 
J1er f orehea.d and slapped her many times around her ears. 

9. The defendant has constantly bickered and picked at 
your complainant, apparently. just for the sake of tantalizing 
her, and keeping her nervous and upset. 

10. In addition to the above, the defendant has abused 
your complainant in their marital relations, adding further 
to the mental and physical strain to which she has ·been 
subjected. 

11. Your complainant would further represent that because 
of the defendant's conduct towards her, her health has been 

impaired to such an extent. that she has developed 
page 4 ~ a facial paralysis, which her doctors call "Bell's 

Palsy", and which she is advised is caused by a 
nervous condition brought about by the mistreatment and 
abuse of her by the def end ant. 

12. Your complainant would have left the defendant on 
March 1, 195.7, when he last attacked her, but she could not 
do so beca.use she had no place to go and take her child. 
Instead, she remained with the defendant until April 16, 
1957, and a.bided by his wishes, because she was afraid of him 
for fear of further bodily harm. 

13. Your complainant would further show unto Your Honor 
that she is a suitable and proper person to have the care and 
custody of her infant child. 

14. -Your complainant, therefore, is advised and so avers 
that she is entitled to a divorce a rn-ensa et thoro on the 
grounds of cruelty to herself and her reasonable apprehension 
of bodily harm. and injury to your complainant's ·health; that 
she may be a.warded the legal custody of her infant child, 
Eliza.beth Ann Sollie; that the property rights of ea.ch and 
the property of the other may be settled in this ca.use; that 
she may be awa:rded alimony for herself and support and 
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maintenance for the infant child; attorney's fees for her 
attorney, and the costs of instituting and conducting this 
suit. 

And your complainant will ever pray. 

· PATRJCIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE 
By G. W. R.E·ED, Jr. 

G. W. REE·D, J., p. q. 
306 Shenandoah Building 
Roanoke, ·virginia. 

page 5 r Virginia: 

Counsel. 

In the Circuit Court of the County of Roanoke. 

Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, Complainant, 

Robert J. Sollie, Defendant. 

In Chancery No. 50 (Divorce) 

To the Honorable F. L. Hoback, Judge of said Court: 

In compliance with the decree of your Court entered on the 
24th day of February, 1953 in Chancery Order Book 29, page 
64, and in order tha.t the Clerk of said Court may comply with 
the provisions of Section 20-123 of the Code of Virginia and 
other laws relating to Vital Statistics, I hereby file the follo,v
ing data., as required by the said decree: 

COMPLAINANT 

Name Patricia Ann Hughes 
Sollie · 

Age (years) 26 
Color white 
Residence 1017 2nd St. S. W. 

Rho. Va. 
Birthplace Pittsburg, Pa. 
Occupation housewife 

DEFENDANT 

Robert J. Sollie 
29 
white · 
3829 Colony Lane Roanoke 

County Canton, Ohio 
G. E. Plant Salem Va. 



Robert .J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 5 

Date of Marriage Feb. 3, 1951 
Place of Marriage Tacoma Park, Md. 
Date of Separation April 16, 1957 
Number of minor children affected by the divorce one 
Ca.use of Divorce (grounds alleged) crudty 

GIVEN unqer my ha.nd this 1st day of May, 1957. 

G. Vv. REED, JR. 
Counsel for Complainant. 

page 6 ~ May 2, 1957. 

PROOF OF SERVICE. 

Virginia: 

In the Cii·cuit Court of the County of Roanoke; 

CHANCERY NO. 50. 

Patricia Ann Hughes Solli~, 

·V. 

Robert J. Sollie, 3828 Colony Lane, Roanoke County, Virginia. 

Returns shall be ma.de hereon, showing service of Subpoena. 
in Chancery issued May 1st, 1957, with copy of Bill ·of 
Complaint filed May 1st, 1957, attached: . 
. Executed on the 1 da.y of May, 1957, in the County of 
Roanoke, Virginia, by delivering a true· copy of the above 

·mentioned papers attached to each other, to Robert J. 
Sollie in person. 

H. W. CLARK 
Sheriff, County of Roanoke, Va. 

By C. E. BOONE, Deputy Sheriff. 

Returned and filed the 2 day of May, 1957 .. 

ROY K. BROWN, Clerk. 

page 7} 
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Filed in the Clerk's Office Circuit Court of Roanoke County 
Va., May 7,, 1957. 

Teste: 

N. C. LOGAN, Dep. Clerk. 

ANSWER AND CROSS BILL. 

To the Honorable F'red L. Hoback, Judge of said Court: 

Your respond_ent, for answer to a bill of complaint exhi_bited 
against him in the above-styled suit, answers and says: 

(1) That the allegations contained in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 
4 a.re admitted to be true. 

(-2) That the allegations contained in Para.graphs 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 and 14 a.re'here and now specifically 
denied_ and strict proof of same is demanded. 

CROSS BILL. 

By way of cross bill and asking for affirmative relief, your 
respondent, Robert J. Sollie, alleges that be has always been 
a faithful and dutiful husband, providing for his child and 
wife, but on the other hand the G-OmplainaJlt, Patricia Ann 
Hughes Sollie, has committed acts of cruelty upon the re
~pondent and has neglected and a.bused him in various ways; 
and · 

(1) That the complainant has consistently used profanity 
and- continually chides your respondent; and 

(2) That the complainant has, on numerous occa
page 8 ~ sions, kicked, slapped and beat your respondent in 

his groin, head and other parts of his body; and 
(3) That the complainant has attempted and succeeded, 

to a certain extent, to turn their child against the respondent; 
that the compla.inant continually refuses to clean and tidy 
their marital abode, fix- meals and to do other acts expected 
of a wife; and that the complainant unjustifiably accuses 
your respondent of intimacies with strange women; and 

( 4) That the .complainant did unjustifiably, wilfully and 
with the intent never to return, abandon the marital abode 
of the parties hereto, on the 16th day of April, 1957. 

\\THEREFORE, your respondent prays that this answer 
may he treated as a cross bill; that the complainant be denied 
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the relief prayed for in her bill of complaint; tba.t the re
spondent be :granted a divorce a 'Yltensa et thoro from ·the 
complainant on the grounds of desertion; hereby reserving 
'the right to merge the decree into a decree a vinculo nia,tri
nionii a.t the p1·oper time; that this Court award the care, 
custody aJ1d control of their infant child, Elizabeth Ann 
So}Jie, age 6, to your respondent; and that this Court award 
your respondent such other relief as the nature of his cause 
may require or to equity may deem meet. 

And your respondent will ever pray, etc. · 

ROBER.T J. SOLLIE 
HARVEY S. LUTINS 

By. Counsel. 

T. Vil. MESSICK, 
HARVEY . S. LUTINS, 

324 Washington Avenue, S. W., 
R,oan?lrn, Virginia. 

pag(3 9 ~ CERTIFICATE. 

I hereby certify tha.t on the 7th day of May, 1957, foe 
.original of the foregoing. pleading was filed in the Clerk's 
Office of the Circuit Court of Roanoke County, Virginia, a.nc) 
a true a11d correct copy of· same mailed to Mr. G. W. Reed, 
Attorney at Law, Shenandoah Building, Roauoke, Virgiuia, 
counsel for complainant. · 

HARVEY S. LUTINS. 

page 10} 
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NOTICE. 

To: Robert J. Sollie 
3828 Colony Lane 
Roanoke County, Virginia. 

You are hereby notified that on the 8tJ1 day of May 1957, 
a.t 9 :30 o'clock, A .. M., or as soon thereafter as counsel may 
be heard, the undersigned will move the Circuit Court for 
the County of Roanoke, Virginia, at the judge's chambers in 
the courthouse at Salem, Va., for court costs for the prose-
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cution of this suit, temporary attorney's fees, and temporary 
alimony and support for herself and infant child. 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES 
SOLLIE 

By G. ·vv. REED, JR. 

G. vV. REEiD, JR, p. q. 
306 Shenandoah Building 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

page 11 ~ 

• • 

Counsel. 

• • 

ORDER. 

• 

THIS DAY came the parties and their attorneys upon the 
motion of the complainant for court costs for the prosecu
tion .of this suit, temporary attorneys fees, and temporary 
alimony and support for herself and infant child; and was 
argued by counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, it is hereby OR
DERED that the defendant, Robert J. Sollie, do pay unto 
the complainant the sum of $40.00, as pa.rt of the costs for the 
prosecution of this suit, and the defendant is further OR
DERED to pay unto the complainant the sum of $60.00 per 
month, payable $30.00 on the 15th and 1st day of each 
month hereafter until the further order of the court, which 
sum is for support for Eliza.beth Ann Sollie, inf ant child of 
the parties. And the defendant is further ORDERED to 
pay unto G. W. Reed, Jr. the sum of $100.00 as temporary 
attorneys fees for representing the complainant in this cause, 
which attorneys fees and court costs aforesaid are to be pa.id 
on or before the 30th day of May, 1957. 

Enter May 8, 1957. 

vYe have seen this decree: 

G. Vv. REED, JR. 
HARVEY S. LUTINS 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 
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ANS.WER TO CROSS BILL. 

To the Honorable Fred L. Hoback, Judge of said Court: 

Your complainant, for her answer to the cross bill filed 
against . her in this cause by the defendant, answers and 
says: 

l. That para.graphs (1), (2) and (3) of said cross bill a.re 
specifically denied a.nd the complainant calls for strict proof 
of same. 

2. Your complainant denies that she deserted the defendant 
on April 16, 1957, however, on the other hand, she alleges, 
a:nd will so prove, that she was justified in leaving their 
marital abode on said date due to the extreme physical and 
mental cruelty inflicted upon her and her infant daughter 
bv the defendant. 

··And your complainant will ever pray. 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE 
By G. W. REED, JR. 

Counsel. 

G, .·w. RgED JR., p. q. 
306 Shenandoah Building . 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

I hereby certify that .a true copy of the above pleading was 
mailed to Harvey S. Lutins at 11is law office in the Messick 
Professional Building, Roanoke, Virginia., on this the 17th 
day of May, 1957. 

G. W. REED, JR. 

Filed in the Clerk's Office Circuit Court of Roanoke County 
Vn., May 18, 1957. 

Teste: 
ROY K. BRO\VN, Clerk. 

page 13 ~ 
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NOTICE. 

To: .Robert .J. Sollie 
3828 Colony Lane 
Roanoke County, Virginia. 

You are hereby notified that on the 24th day of July, 1957, 
at 11 o'clock, A. M., ·Or as soon thereafter as counsel may be. 
heard, the undersigned will move · the Honorable Fred L. 
Hoback, Judge of the Circuit Court of Roanoke County, 
Virginia, at his chambers in the. Courthouse Building . at 
Salem, Virginia, for an order modifying the order of said 
oourt entered on May 8, 1957, in this cause. Sa.id. motion for 
modifica.tion will be made for the pµrpose of increasing the 
court costs, support for Elizabeth Ann Sollie, and attorneys 
fees, as allowed in the order of l,\fay 8, 1957. The under
signed will further move the C()Urt for an order awarding 
her· temporary alimony for herself. 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE 
By G. W. REED, JR. 

Counsel. 

G. W. REED, JR., p. q. 
306 Shenandoah Building 
Ro.anoke, Virginia. . 

I hereby certify that a true copy of the above notice wa.s 
this the 18th day of of July, 1957, mailed to Harvey Lutins; 
Esquire, counsel of record for the defendant, at his law office 
in the Messick Building, at 324 Washington Avenue, S. W., 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

G. W. REED, JR. 

Filed in the Clerk's Office Circuit Court of Roanoke County 
Va., Jul 19, 1957. · 

Teste: 

N. C. LOGAN, Dep. Clerk. 

page 14 ~ 
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ORDER. 

THIS CAUSE came on to be heard upon the paper form~ 
erly read herein, and upon ·the motion <;>f the complainant 
for an order increasing the amounts heretofore awarded for 
court costs, temporary attorney's fee, and_ support for Eliza
beth Ann Sollie, infant child of the parties; and also for 
temporary alimony for the complainant; due notice of said 
motion having been served upon the defendant; and was 
argued by counsel. 

Upon consideration whereof, and after hearing evidence 
of the complainant aJ1d.of the defendant, it is hereby ordered 
that the defendant, Robert J. Sollie, do pay unto the com
plainant an additional sum of $25.00 for court costs for the 
prosecution of this suit. 

And, the defendant is further ordered to pay unfo the 
complainant the sum of $100.00 per month, payable $50.00 
on the first and fifteenth day of each month hereafter, until 
further order of the court, which sum is for the support 
of Elizabeth Ann Sollie, infa.nt child of the parties, and 
which sum is in lieu of the amount awarded for the support 
of said child by order of this court of May 8, 1957. 

. And, the defendant is further ordered to pay 
page 15 ~ unto G. \V. Reed, Jr. an additional sum of $50.00 

as temporary attorney's fee for representing the 
complainant in this cause. 

And this cause is continued. 

Enter July 25th.1957. 

\Ve have seen this orde.r : 

G. W. REED, JR. 
Counsel for complainant. 

HARVEY S. LUTINS 
Counsel for defendant. 

page 16 ~ 

•· • • 

ORDER. 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 

• • 

THIS DAY came the parties in proper person and by 
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counsel upon the motion of the compla.ina.nt for additional 
support money for herself and her infant child, Eliza.beth Ann 
Sollie ; a,nd wa.s argued by counsel. 

And the Court having heard the evidence of the parties, 
·a.nd being .of the opinion that the monthly payments of $100.00 
made by the defendant to the compla.ina.nt in accordance with 
a prior order of the Court ·a.re at this time insufficient and 
should be increased from $100.00 per month to $140.00 per 
month, it is hereby ORDERED that the defendant, Robert J. 
Sollie, do pa.y unto the complainant as temporary support 
for herself a.nd infant child the sum of $140.00 per month, 
pa.ya.ble $70.00 on the 1st a.nd 15th da.y of ea.ch month here
after until further order ·of the Court. The defendant is 
furtJ1er ORDERED to pay unto the complainant the sum of 
$50.00 on the 15th day of November, 1957, pursuant to prior 
order of this Court. 

And this cause is continued. 

We .have seen this order. 

Enter Nov. 26, 1957. 

I request this Order: 

G. W. RE.ED, JR. 
Counsel for Complainant. 

I have seen this Order: 

HAR.VEY S. L UTINS 
Counsel for Defendant. 

Dep. 
1/6/59 
pa.ge 17 ~ 

• • • 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 

• • 

Received under seal and filed in the Clerk's Office Circuit 
Court of Roanoke County Va., Apr. 1, 1959. · 

Teste: 

N. C. LOGAN, Dep. Clerk. 
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Martha Ann Underwood. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Depositions of Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, et al., taken 
before Dolly B. Hume, a N ota.ry Public for the City of 
Roanoke, State of Virginia., a.t the Law Office of G. W. Reed, 
Jr., Esquire, 306 Shena.ndoaJ1 Building, Roanoke, Virginia, 
on the 6th day of J a.nuary, 1959, at 10 :30 o'clock, A. M., on 
behalf of the complainant in the above-captioned suit. 

Appearances: G. \iV. Reed, Jr., Esq., Counsel for the 
Complainant. 

Harvey S. Lutins, Esq., Counsel for the Respondent. 
Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie, Complainant Martha Ann 

Underwood, \i\Titness for Complainant. 

Dep. 
1/6/59 
page 18 ~ Pursuant to Agreement of Counsel, these depo

sitions were continued from August 30, 1958. 

MARTHA ANN UNDERWOOD, 
a witness of lawful age, having been :first duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You are Mrs. Martha Ann Underwood? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where do you live 7 
A. 833 ::M;arsha.11 A venue, S. W., Roanoke, Virginia. 
Q. How long have you lived at that address~ 
A. Since the last of January 1958. 
Q. Then you have lived there nearly a yead 
A. Yes. 
Q. I believe that you live in the downstairs apartment 

at that address~ 
A. Right. 
Q. Who lives upstairs~ 
A. Mrs. Patricia Ann Sollie and her daughter, Elizabeth. 
Q. How long have they lived there7 · 
A. Since April 1958. 
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Dep. 
1/6/59 
page 19 ~ 

Martha Ann Underwoo.d. 

Q. I believe when they first moved there that 
Mrs. Sollie's mother, Mrs. Copenhaver, moved in 
with them? 

A. Yes. 
Q. But she has since moved out 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. You understand that Mrs. Sollie has instituted a suit 

for a divorce against her husband in the Circuit Court of 
Roanoke County? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Have you come to know Mrs. Sollie fairly ·well since she 

moved into that house 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. You know then that she is separated fi;om her husband? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Fr·om what you know of your own knowledge, do you 

think that a reconciliation between the parties is probableT 
A. To the best of my knowledge, it isn't. 
Q. Can you sta.te to the Court that this separation has con

tinued without interruption since Mrs. Sollie moved into the 
apartment. above you? 

A. To the best of my knowledge. 
Q. She lives there by herself, doesn't she? 
A. Yes. 
Q. She is not living with her husband, is she? 

A. No, she isn't. 
Dep. 
1/6/59 
page 20 ~ 

Q. Do you have any children yourself? 
A. Yes, I do. I have three. 
Q. Do they play with Mrs. Sollie's daughter, 

Elizabeth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. From what you have observed, do you t.hillk that Mrs. 

Sollie is the proper person to have custody of the child 1 
A. Very definitely so. 
Q. Does she care for the child properly? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And how does the child feel toward her mother~is she 

happy? 
A. She seems to me like she is perfectly happy. 
Q. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign your name 

to these depositions after they have been transcribed? 
A. Yes. 
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Patricia Ann Hughes So.Uie. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MARTHA ANN UNDERWOOD 
By DOLLY B. HUME -

Stenographer. 

MRS. PATR:DCIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE, 
complainant, having been first duly sworn, deposes and says, 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Dep. .Q. Mrs. Sollie, you have previously testified in 
1/6/59 this case as to the amount of money that you would 
page 21 ~ need to support yourself and your daughter. Is 

that correct Y · . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Since that time has your situation cha.nged any? 
A. It is worse. 
Q. Do you think that you will need at lea.st the amount tha.t 

you have asked the Court to award you for the support 
of yourself and your daughter 1 

A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Have you been trying to find employment for yourself 

since you last testified in the case? 
· A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you been able to obtain permanent work? 
A. No. I worked for two weeks and thI'ee days at Kenrose 

Manufacturing Company but got cut off when they cut off 
quite a.Jew of the girls that were doing the same kind of work 
that I was doing. 

Q. Then you still estimate you will need at least $218.00 
per month to provide you with the necessities of life? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Do you authorize the stenogra.pher to sign your name 

to these depositio;ns after they have been transcribed?. 
A. Yes, sir. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MRS. PATRICIA ANN HUGHES 
SOLLIE 

By DOLLY B. HUME 
Stenographer. 
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Dep. 
1/6/59 
:page 22 ~ State of Virginia, 

City of Roanoke. 

I, Dolly B. Hume, a Notary Public in and for the City of 
Roanoke, State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the deposi
tions of Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie and Martha Ann Under
wood were duly sworn to before me and taken by me on the 
6th day of January, 1959, at 10 :30 o'clock, A. M., in the 
Law Offices of G. W. R.eed, Jr., 306 Shenandoah Building, 
Roanoke, Virginia, in the divorce proceeding styled Patricia 
Ann Hughes Sollie v. Robert J. Sollie, pending in the Circuit 
Court of Roanoke County, Virginia, to be read as evidence 
on behalf of the complainant; and that Patricia Ann Hughes 
Sollie and Martha Ann Underwood authorized me as steno
grapher to sign their names to their depositions after t]rn 
same had been transcribed. 

Give1i under my hand this the 13th day of J anuar~;, 1959. 
My commission expires April 16, 1960. 

DOLLY B. HUME, Notary Public . 

• • • • • 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 24 ~ 

• • • • • 

DEPOSITIONS FOR THE COMPLAINANT. 

Appearances: G. W. Reed, Jr., Esq., Counsel for the Com-
plainant. , 

Harvey S. Lutins, Esq., Counsel for the Respondent. 

The Complainant and the ·Respondent, in their proper 
pers·ons. 

Depositions .of MRS. ANN SYDNOR, and others, taken be
fore Marcus A. Bieler, a Notary Public for the State of Vir
ginia at Large, pursuant to agreement of counsel, at the Law 
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Ann Syd!Jior. 

offices of G. W. Reed, Jr., Esq., 306 Shenandoah Building, 
in the City of Roanoke, Virginia, at 10 :00 ·O'clock, A. M., on 
the 8th day of February, 1958, to be read in evidence on be
half ·Of the Complainant in the above entitled cause pending 
in The Circuit Court of R.oanoke County, Virginia. 

R.eported by: 

Marcus A. Bieler, Court R.eporter, 1743 De,~ori. R.oad, S. ·yv. 
R.oanoke, Virginia. 

• • • • • 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 26 ~ February 8, 1958 

10 :00 o'clock, A. M. 

MR.S. ANN SYDNOR., 
a witness of la.,vful age, having been first dµly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows : · · 

DIR.ECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You are Mrs. Ann Sydnor? ·· . 

. A. That's right. 
Q: And you live at 3747 F'airburn Drive? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is in Roanoke County, Virginia~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Sydnor, do you know Patricia Ann Hughes Soliie? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And R.obert J. Sollie? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I believe that-ho·w long 11ave . you lived in Roanoke 

County? 
A. Oh, we moved out there two yea.rs a.go last November, 

or was it a year a.go la.st November-I don't know. 
Q. And· did the Sollies live in your neighborhood? 

A. Yes, sir; uh-hum. 
Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 27 ~ 

Q. Have they lived in the neighborhood ever 
since you have lived there? 

A. No; they moved there about six months after 
we did. 
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Ann Sydnor. 

Q. Where did you first k1ww Patricia Ann and Robert 
Sollie1 

A. In Schenectady. 
Q. How long did you know them· iIJ- Schenectady 1 
A. I guess about two years. 
Q. Did you know_ therri very well there 1 
A. Before we moved down there, yes, sir; very well. 
Q. Did you live near them 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see them right frequently7 
A'. Yes, sir. 
Q. \Vhile they were llving in Schenectady, did you observe 

their marital life 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they get .along very well 1 
A. No. -
Q. They did not? 
A. No, sir; most of the time they didn't. 
Q. Did Robert Sollie appear to adequately support his 

family in Schenectady in accordance with his means1 
A. Yes, sir .. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 Mr. Lutins: I object to that. She can't testify 
page 28 r tO that. -

Mr .. Reed: Wait just a minute. 

Q. (Continued) Did he ever.brag to you about how little 
he had been -supporting his family? 

A. No. 
Q~ Never did 1 
A. Not that I rec.all. 
Q. You are testifying then, as far as you know, he ade

,qua.tely supported his family? 
A. As far as I know. 
Q. Now, Mrs. Sydnor, you were summonsed here to testify 

-on behalf of the com.plainant-that is, Mrs .. Sollie'. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Are you ,partial to Mrs. Sollie or Mr. Sollie 1 
A. I'm afraid I'm partial to Mr. Sollie. 
Q. You 're partial _to Mr. Sollie. Then your testimony 

will be partial to him; is that correct 1 
A. No; I '11 give a frut}iful testimony. 
Q._ You '11 give a truthful testimony. You unq.erstand that 

you are under oath 1 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 19 

Ann Sydnor.· 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, I'll ask you again. During the time that you 

knew the Sollies in Schenectady, did you feel that Mr. Sollie 
was adequately providing for his family within his 

Dep. .means? 
2/8/58 A. Yes. 
page 29 f Q. He gave his wife spending money? He· gave 

her enough mo1iey to buy groceries? 
A. Well, I never knew her to have any spending money. 

As far as the gr-0ceries were co1lcerned, she complained that 
she didn't have enough money for groceries but I don't know 
that. she didn't. 

Q. Yv ell, all right. She complained that she didn't have 
enough money for groceries? 

A. She e-0mplained that she· didn't. 
Q. All right. And you knew that she didn't have any 

spending money;· you knew that? 
A. She never seemed to. 

. Q. ·yri,r ell, did her husband ever take her out and mix with 
her friends, <>r did they stay at home, or just what was that 
situation? 

A. Well, in Schenectady, they stayed at home ; so did we
there is no place to go. 

·Q. No place to go in_ Schenectady, and Mr. Sollie then never 
did brag.to you about his failure to support his wife and his 
child in Schenectady; is that right? . 

A. No. "\Vhy would he brag about that? 
Q. Just answer the question, please. 

· A. No; no, sir. 
Q. All right then. Have you ever heard 1\'11~. Dep. 

2/8/58 
page 30 f 

Sollie call Mrs. Sollie names? 
A. Yes, sir. 

· Q. "\~Till you tell the Court what names ·he'd 
called her? 

A. I really can't ;recall: 
Q. Well, I'll try to. refresh your memory. Did yol.1 ever 

hear him call her maggot mouth.? 

Mi:-. Lu tins: You 're. le~ding tJ1e witness. I object. 
The "\Vitness: I can't swear; I really can't. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. You can swear you have .heard him call her names? 
A. I can swear that I have heard him say pretty mean 
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Ann Sydnor. 

things to her, not specifically any names that I can think 
of. 

Q. But they were pretty mean names I 
A. Well, he spoke mean to her. 
Q. All right. Has he ever-have you ever heard him say 

that he picked her up off the street I 

Mr. Lutins: Object; you're leading the witness. 
Mr. Reed: Well, her memory is mighty weak. 
The Witness: I'm afraid I have. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. All right. 
A. I have, yes. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 31 r 

Q. You just heard him say that he just picked 
her up off the street I 

A. One time, I heard him say that. 
Q. One time. \Vho was present at that time I 
A. Mr. and Mrs. Mills. 

Q. They heard it, too I 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And was Mrs. Sollie present I 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever heard him question Mrs. Sollie's legiti-

m~I . . 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever heard him say that their child, Elizabeth 

Ann Sollie, was not his I 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Never have I 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How does Mr. Sollie treat the child, Elizabeth Ann 

Sollie I 
A. Well, at times, I personally thought he was-oh, how 

should I say it-the punishment did not fit the crime. I 
mean, I felt like-well, he spanked her. I don't think that 
he treated her poorly that I ever saw with my own eyes. I 
did think that he, maybe,-that maybe the punishment didn't 
fit the crime, but that's my personal opinion. 

Q. Did he seem to enjoy punishing the child I 
A. Well, at one time I thought he did, but I don't 

know. 
Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 32 r Q. Well, just tell the Court what you observed 

and when was this one time that you thought he 
enjoyed the punishment of the child. Where was this I 
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Ann SyMior. 

A. It was down at their house. 
Q. vVheref In Roanoke Oountyf 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Lu tins: Mr. Reed, I object to this line of questioning 
because she can't tell what emotions he appe~red to have 
experienced. Shes' being vague and indefinite. 

Mr. Reed: Let her testify as to what she saw. 
Mr. Lutins: I just want to note my objections. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Right. 
A. I can't honestly say I remember what the child did but 

he spanked her and I don't think-I don't know if he was 
enjoying it or not. I did say to Mrs. Sollie one time that I 
would testify I thought Bob enjoyed being brutal to the child, 
but I don't think so. 

Q. You did tell Mrs. Sollie, at one time, you thought that f 
A. Yes, sir; I did. That's why I'm here. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 33 ~ 

Q. But you don't think so nowf 
A. No; I don't. 
Q. Y o.U: don't think so nowf 
A. No. 
Q. And you have seen quite a bit of Mr. Sollie as 

a neighbor since Mrs. Sollie has left f 
A. Yes; I have. 
Q. You have. You have been right friendly towards himf 
A. Yes; I have, but there's been absolutely no discussion. 

About a month after Mrs. Sollie left, I told Mrs. Sollie on the 
'phone that I was fed up to my ears with the whole mess, I 
didn't want to hear any more about it from her, or from Mr. 
Sollie and I haven't. 

Q. Now, you said that you told both Mr.· and Mrs. Sollie 
you didn't want to b(;) involved in this mess. Now, what kind 
of mess are we involved inf 

A. A divorce, aren't we f 
Q. \\Tell, I mean what was the mess before the divorce 

started f 
A. Well, they argtied all the time. I wasn't ref erring to be

fore Mrs. Sollie left. I was ref erring to afterwards, and, 
as far· as I'm concerned, it is a mess. 

Q. It is f 
A. It most certainly is. 
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Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 34 r 

Ann Sydnor. 

Q. But it wasn't a mess before, but after she left 
it was, and you were called upon to testify and it 
became a mess; is that it? 

A. That's right. 
Q. I see. Mrs. Sydnor, when the Sollies were 

living in New York, who bought the baby's clothes? 
A. Well, according to Mrs. S.ollie, her mother did. 
Q. That's all you know, is according to her~ 
A. Of course. How else would I know. 
Q. Well, I'mjust asking you. Don't you know; as a matter 

of fact, that her mother provided for the child more than the 
husband did? 

Mr. Lutins: You're leading the witness. 
The Witness: I don't know, as ~ matter of fact. 
Mr. Lu tins: You 're leading the witness, Mr. Reed. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. You don't know that? 
A. No; I don't. All I know is what she told me. 

Mr. Reed: As far as leading the witness is concerned, 
I think this witness has already proved herself to be adverse 
and I think counsel for the compla.inant is actually entitled 
tq cross exa.m,ine her. 

Mr. Lutins: For the Court, I'd like to state at this time 
that Mr. Reed did not call the witness as an adverse witness. 
He called her on behalf of the complainant and he is subject 

· to the rules of direct examination, and not cross 
Dep. examination, and he has been cross examining the 
2/8/58 witness and leading· her considerably, and I want 
page 35 r that in for the Court's treatment to dispose of the 

latter questioning on the grounds that you are 
leading her, obviously. 

Mr. Reed: I repeat, she has pr-oved to be an adverse 
·witness. 

Q. (Continued) Mrs. Sydnor, I believe that Mr. Sollie has 
been living alone at 3828 Colony Lane for several months? 

A. Yes; uh-hum. · 
Q. Mrs. Sollie has not lived there, to your knowledge'-
A. No, sir. · 
Q. -for quite a few months; is that right~ 
A. That's right. 
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Ann Sydnor. 

Mr. Reed: That's all the questions I have of this witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Mrs. Sydnor, I understand you lived m Schenectady, 

New York' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were· living in the neighborhood of the com

plainant and respondent in this matter? 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 36 r 

A. Not in Schenectady; they lived clear on the 
·other side. "'~7 e didn't even live right in Schenec
tady. 

Q. But you knew them in Schenectady' 
A. Yes. 

Q . ..1-\.J1d I believe Mrs. Sollie had established some sort 
of friendship with you' 

A. Yes; very definitely. 
Q. How long ago was this that you first knew the com

plainant' 
A. Well, it y.ras when we were first married, and· that will 

be fiye years in ,July. · 
Q. Approximately five years ago? -
A. About four and a half yea.rs ago. 
Q. I see. She's-strike that. She would come over to you 

and talk about· her marital· problems with you-
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. -while you were ·in Schenectady, and· complained of 

specific things that you could remember-I meari; in tJ1e 
course of your conversations with her that you remember?· 

A. Sort of constantly. 
Q. Sort of felt sorry for herself, didn't she~ · 
A. Well, I'd say one thing right now. I felt ·very sorry 

f.or Mrs. Sollie at the time. Mr. Sollie and I didn't get along 
too w.ell at. the time. I was all for Mrs. Sollie at the time. 

-Q. At the time, you were~ -

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 37 r 

A. But I have changed my mind. 
Q. Now, let me understand this. You-say, at the 

time, ~vou were for Mrs. Sollie' 
A. Yes. · 
Q. You mean that you sympatllized -with her' 

A. Yes. · -· · ...... 
Q. Now, since that time, which has been approxima:tely 

four and a half years, your views· have changed 1 
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Ann Syd;nor. 

A. Since she has left'. 
Q. And your sympathy has changed from Mrs. Sollie to 

Mr. Sollie? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, this is the Mr. Sollie that is the respondent in this 

matter; is it not? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Wasn't Mrs. Sollie the type of woman who sort of evi

denced self-pity? 
A. I don't know that I felt so at the time. 
Q. I see. All right. Now, the complainant has alleged 

in her bill of complaint that she did, on April 16, 1957, leave 
the marital abode of the parties in this matter. Do you know 
what time of day that was that she left? 

A. It was around 4 :00 o'clock because she came up to my 
house to call a taxicab from my house. 

Q. I see. Even then, as a matter of fact, you know she did 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 38 ~ 

leave? 
A. I saw her ride away in a taxicab and I saw her 

a few times afterwards, too. 
Q. And, to your knowledge, has she. returned to 

the marital a.bode of the parties? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. Are you familiar with the events prior to the date that 

she abandoned her husband? 
A. Not specifically. 

. Q. All right. Now, as to the-I believe there was a child 
born as a result of this union, wasn't there? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Elizabeth Ann Sollie. Now, you made reference in your 

direct examination to the treatment given to the child by 
Mr. Sollie. Wasn't that the ordinary treatment, more or 
less, of a father reprimanding his child? 

A. Y.es ; I guess so. 
Q. There wasn't anything unusual a.bout it, was there? 
A. No, except that I thought it was too much for what 

she had done at the time. 
Q. Are you a mother? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I see; and sort ·of sympathize with the children? 
A. Well,-(the witness laughed) not always. 
Q'. And Mr. Reed asked a question as to the alleged brag

ging of Mr. Sollie as to non-support towards Mrs. Sollie. You 
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Ann Sydnor. 

said tha.t you don't recall him doing that, do you¥ 
Dep. A. No. 
2/8/58 Q. I see. Now, what time did you see Mr. Sollie 
page 39 ~ beat and strike· Mrs. Sollie¥ 

·A. I never saw him beat her. 
Q. You never saw that, did you¥ 

Mr. Reed: :She never testified to that, and you 're straying 
away from the issues. 
By Mr. Lutins : 

Q. In other words, you are not familiar with any fact prior 
to the abandonment by Mrs. Sollie-

Mr. Reed: Now, that's a. question that draws a conclusion. 
Mr. Lu tins: Well, she can answer whether or not she 

knows. 
l\fr. Reed: No. You stated that she abandoned Mr. Sollie · 

and that's what we are here for-not for her to draw any 
conclusions. 

Mr. Lutins: Abandonment isn't any legal terminology 
for the Court's sake. 

Mr. Reed: Let's not argue that point now. We can argue 
that later on. This is going into matters not covered. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
Q. In other words, let me understand you. You can't 

testify as to aJ1y attacks made by Mr. Sollie on 
Dep. Mrs. Sollie¥ 
2/8/58 A. No. 
page 40 ~ Q. No s,pecific dates. March 1, 1957, doesn't 

mean anything to you, does it¥ 
A. No. 

Mr. Lu tins: Witness with you. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Mrs. Sydnor, you have testified that you have known 

the Sollies for approximately five years. 
A. About four and a half years. 
Q. F:our ru1d a half years~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you were friendly towards both of them¥ 
A. Mostly to-wards Mrs. Sollie. 
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Gladys Mills. 

Q. And you were friendly and sympathized mostly with 
Mrs. Sollie from the time that you knew both of them up 
until she left Colony Lane in April, 19577 

A. Up until about a month after she left. 
Q. Well, you have testified on cross examination by Mr. 

Lutins that since she left, you have changed your sympathies 
towards Mr; Hollie; is that correct 1 

A. V\T ell, I didn't mean that exactly. I mean I have changed 
my opinion of Mrs. Sollie. Now, as I said and have testified, 
we were good friends but I believe that the friendship was 

on one side. Mrs. Sollie did me a great many 
Dep. favors; I, in turn; did her a great many favors, and 
2/8/58 I don't believe that Pat ever felt any sincere friend-
page 41 r ship towards me except as far as she could use 

me. 
Q. And you have drawn that conclusion since she left 1 
A. That's right. 
Q. And since she's left you have seen Mr. Sollie quite 

frequently 1 
A. That's right. 
Q. That's all.. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign 

your name to your deposition when it has been transcribed 1 
A. Yes. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MRS. ANN SYDNOR 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 

MRS. GLADYS. MILLS,. 
a witness ·of lawful age, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You are Mrs. Gladys Mills? 
A. Yes. 

Q. And you live at 3841 Green Valley Drive~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that in Roa.noke County, Virginia 1 
A. Yes. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 42 ~ 

Q. Do you know the complainant, Patricia A1m 
Hughes Sollie 1 
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Glad;ys Mills. 

A. Yes. 
Q. And her husband, Robert J. Sollie? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Approximately how long have you known them V 
A. Oh, gentlemen, about eighteen months, I suppose. 
Q. I believe that the Sollies moved to 3828 Colony Lane in 

October, -1955? 
A. I suppose so; I don't know the correct date. 
Q. \¥ell, you have known them since they have moved 

there? 
A. Well, I met ~hem a.bout two or three months later, I 

think. 
Q. You have known them since then I 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you live near them? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And in the same neighborhood? 
A. Uh-hum. · 

Q. Did you see them right frequently? 
Dep. A. Quite. 
2/8/58 Q. Did you and your husband visit with them in 
page 43 ~ their house? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Very. of ten? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did they visit you and your. husband in your house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, Mrs. Mills, I want to. ask you specifically what 

kind of language did Mr. Sollie use towards his wife that 
would be rather uncouth-I don't want to lead you,. but you 
haven't talked to me before; have you I 

A. No; I haven't. 
Q. Do you recall anything that Mr. Sollie has called-any 

names that he has called-his wife, or any inferences that he 
may havffmade about her legitimacy, or how he came to marry 
her? . 

A. Well, I don't quite understand your question. 
Q. Well, I'll be specific. Have you ever heard Mr. Sollie 

state that Mrs. Sollie was illegitimate? . 
A. Mrs. ·Sollie, herself? 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, herself. . 
A. Well, not in S'O many words; no, I haven't. 
Q. well, not in so many words. What do you mean by 

ilidl . . . . 
A. Well, if I remember correctly, I think what you 're im-
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Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 44 r 

Gladys Mills. 

plying is, we were visiting one night and something 
eame up-Bob did not say directly that Patricia 
was illegitimate. · 

Q. What did he say indirectly~ 
A. Let me think now; I want to get it right. 

Mr. Lu tins: I object to the last four questions, incidentally. 
The witness is being led. 

By Mr. Reed: 
'Q,. All right; go ahead. To refresh your memory, I believe 

is this the occasion when you were all sitting on the back 
porch at Sollie·'s home~ 

A. Yes; but, frankly, I don't remember exactly how the 
statement was put, but I suppose if you had. an evil mind you 
could have made something out of what was said but I can't 
recall how it was stated. 

Q. Well, did you get the impression that he was trying to 
inf er that Mrs. Sollie was illegitimate~ 

A. Well, right off, maybe I might have but he corrected 
it. 

Q. He corrected it. Did he state that he picked her up 
off the street~ 

A. That, I don't remember. 
Q. You don't remember that. You definitely never re

member him stating that at all~ 
A. There was so much said that I don't remember half 

of it. Frankly, I don't like to remember things like that. 
'Q. Don't like to remember them. W eU, in 

Dep. general, did he speak to his wife as a husband 
2/8/58 should, in your opinion~ 
page 45 ~ A. Well, that holds true on both sides. ·She 

didn't speak to him any better than he spoke to 
her. 

Q. Let's confine it to him. Do you think that he spoke to 
her, in the presence of outsiders, as he should have, or as a 
husband should have~ 

A. Well, that's everybody to his own opinion. 
Q. Well, I'm asking you yourself. 
A. Well, on occasions, he didn't say things that he should 

have said. 
Q. All right. And was one of them an inference that she

that is, that Mrs. Sollie-was illegitimate~ 
A. I don't think be meant that. 
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Gladys Mills. 

Mr. Lutins: I object. You're leading the witness, Mr. 
Reed, and she's answered your questions. 

Mr. Reed: The witness has proved to be very vague 
in her recollection as to what specifically Mr. Sollie has said, 
although she has indicated that she got that impression, hut 
which was later corrected by Mr. Sollie and, under the cir
cumstances, I thj.nk counsel is entitled to try to refresh her 
memory on just what her impression was. 

Mr. Lutins: Well, I don't think counsel should lead her 
so obviously. He should be more subtle in his 

Dep. leading, although I would object to it either way. 
2/8/58 Mr. Reed: Counsel doesn't feel too subtle at 
page 46 r this point. 

: Q. (Continued) Going back to our conversation-rather, 
the questioning, Mrs. Mills, again I ask you did you not 
get the impression that Mr. Sollie was stating that maybe, 
indirectly-maybe, not openly-that Mrs. Sollie was illegiti
mate and that he just picked her up off the street? Was that 
conveyed to you, ·Or was it not T 

A. There is so much that has been said, I frankly don't 
remember how it all came around. 

Q. I didn't ask you how it came a.round. I asked you if that 
was the impression you got T 

A. ·well, he clarified that she wasn't. 
Q. Oh, but he stated that she was and then that she wasn't T 
A. He did not state that she was. · 
Q. '\iV ell, how did he-what did he have to clarify then T 
A. You surely can get people confused. 
Q. I'm trying to make it as simple as I can. 
A. How it all came around, I don't even recall. 
Q. Well, I'll try to refresh your memory. Weren't you all 

talking about having babies at the time and raising children~ 
A. Tlrn.t, I don't remember. 

Dep. Q. You don't remember that. Well, I'll ask you 
2/8/58 a.gain, for the last time, Mrs. Mills, on this parti-
pa.ge 47 r cula.r occasion, at which time you and your husband 

and Mr. and Mrs. Sollie were on the Sollies' back 
porch, and I believe one day in the summer of 1957, that in 
the course ·of the conversation tlJat Mr. Sollie led you to be
lieve tha.t Mrs. Sollie was illegitinmte and that he had picked 
her up off the street. 

A. He did not lead me to believe any such thing. 
Q. V\T ell the11, what was it that he corrected then? 
A. V\T ell, if I remember correctly, Pat was the one that 
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Gladys Mills. 

brought up the subject that he had inf erred that she was 
illegitimate. 

Q. I'm sorry; I didn't hear your answer. Will you say 
that again, please? 

A. Pat is the one that brought up the subject that he had 
inf erred that she was illegitimate. 

Q. And what did he say? 
A. He clarified the fact that he didn't mean such a thing. 
Q. And the next morning after this occurrence, did you not 

get in touch with Mrs. Sollie and tell her how a.wful you 
thought Mr. Sollie talked towards her? 

A. If I did; I certainly don't remember it. Pat and I, we 
usually talked every day; either I saw her in per-

Dep; son or we talked to one another over the 'phone. 
2/8/58 Q. Mrs. Mills, are you aware of the fact that 
page 48 ~ Mrs. Sollie has not lived at the Sollie home on 

Colony Lane since April of '571 
A. Yes. 
Q. Have you seen her often since then? 
A. I haven't seen Patricia at all. 
Q. Haven't seen her at all~ 
A. No; I haven't. This is my first time of seeir).g her since 

she left-the day before she left, to be. exact. · 
Q. Have you seen Mr .. Sollie often? 
A. Well, not often. I suppose, maybe, I have seen him a 

dozen times. 
Q. A dozen times. Did you see him last 'night? 
A. Yes, sir; I did. 
Q. Where was thaU 
A. At our home. 
Q. \TV ere the Sydnors there, too? 
A. No; they weren't. 
Q. Did you see him the night before last? 
A. Night before last-that would have been Thursday. No. 
Q. Has he been to your home a dozen times, you'd say, 

since April, 1957? 
A. Well, he possibly has, but I haven't been there a.t all 

times. I was working the second shift until August 
and he might have been there then; I don't know. 

Q. You have seen him frequently? 
A. ·wen, I wouldn't say frequently; no. There 

has been as much as two months gone by that I 
haven't seen him. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 49 ~ 

Q. Have you talked about it with Mr. Sollie-the testimony 
that you were going to give this morning? 
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Glad;ys lVIills. 

A. I have discussed nothing with Mr'. Sollie as to what 
W·ould be said, or what wouldn't be said. 

Q. Did Mr. Sollie give you the impressi-0n that he has been 
terribly wronged by Mrs. Sollie? . 

A. I haven't·discussed Mr. and Mrs. Sollie's problem with 
Mr. Sollie until we got the summons, a.nd my husband called 
him .and asked him what it was all.about. I haven't even 
asked hhri, how Mrs. Sollie was because I figured it was none 
of ·my business to pry into their affairs. 

Q. Then you· are partial. to neither one ; is that right? 
A. As far as I'm concerned, I don't care what happens to 

either one of them. 
Q. As a matter of fact, Mrs. Mills, you ·and your husband 

have been rather close· to Mr. Sollie since Mrs. Sollie left; 
have you not? 

Mr. Lutiiis: She's answered that question~ 
The Witness: ~· can't say that I have. 

Dep. By. Mr .. Reed: (continues examination) 
2/8/58 Q. Haven't you all made trips on week-ends last 
page 50 r suminer, in 1957? 

A. Definitely not. 
Q. Definitely not~·· 
A. He went to the Drive-In with my husband a.nd I one time 

la.st summer. As a matter of fact, I think it was in September 
and that wasn't on the week-end. 

Q. Your memory is rather astute ·on thos.e things but yet 
you can't remember the things that I was trying to find out 
as to hffw Mr. Sollie talked to Mrs. Sollie in your presence. 

A. Well, I can certainly remember when I went somewhere 
with someone and we haven't been anywhere on week-ends. 

Mr. Reed: All right, Mrs. Mills; that's all. 
Mr. Lutins: No questions. 

By.Mr. Reed: 
Q. Do you a.uthorize the stenogra.pher .to sign your name 

to your deposition ·when it has· been transcribed? 
A. Yes, sir. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MRS. GLADYS MILLS 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 
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MR. ARNOLD MILLS, 
a witness of lawful age, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows : 

Dep. 
2/8/58 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

page 51 ~ By Mr. R,eed: 
Q. You are Mr. Arnold Mills1 

A. Tha.t is correct. 
Q. And you are the husband of Gladys Mills 1 
A. That's right. 
Q. And you live at 3841 Green Valley Drive? 
A. That's correct. 
Q. Mr. Mills, I take it that you and your wife have known 

the Sollies since they moved on Colony Lane back in 1955 ~ 
A. Yes, sir; we have. 
Q. Have you been right friendly towards the Sollies ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As neighbors? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You and your wife have been in the Sollie home 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. And I take it they have been in your home~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Mr. Mills, I want to try to refresh your memory as to a 

specific instance. Do you recall an occasion during the sum
mer of 1955 at nighttime when you and your wife, Mr. Sollie 
and Mrs. Sollie, were sitting on their back porch talking. 

Does that ring any bells to you 1 
A. Well, I mean that happened a few times. 
Q. That happened a few times? 
A. Yes. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 52 ~ 

Q. On one occasion, did the conversation con
cern raising children and having children and-

Mr. Lutins: (interposing) I object. Ask the witness what 
did he hear. 

Mr. Reed: Well, he said it happened two or three times, 
Mr. Lutins. I'm trying to bring it down as short as I can. 

Mr. Lutins: Oh, I see. I thought you were leading him 
there for a minute. 

Mr. Reed: I wouldn't want to do that. 

A. Well, that has happened a few years ago and I remem
ber an argument that was started which didn't concern 
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A(rnold Mills. 

me, and I didn't-I tried to stay out of the argument as 
much as possible. 
By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 

Q. The occasion that I'm referring to was in .the summer of 
1956. Did I say '55 before 7 I'm sorry. I meant to ask you 
and say last summer of 1956. I didn't expect you to go back 
that far. 

A. I can't recall. 
Q. You can't recall 7 

A. No. 
Dep. Q. You can't recall any conversation when they 
2/8/58 were talking-that is, the group was talking about 
page 53 r raising child:ren and having babies 7 

A. Not a specific time; no. 
Q. Not any specific time. \Vell, on one occasion-on one 

of the two or three occasions that you have mentioned that 
the four of you were. out on the Sollies' back porch, do you 
ever recall Mr. Sollie making an accusation, either directly 
or indirectly, that his wife was illegitimate? 

A. Not to my kno,vledge ; no. 
Q. You can't recall that 7 And on the same occasion, do you 

recall him stating that he had just picked her up off the street 
and she was a nobody before he met hed 

A. The only way-I don't know if I can answer that truth
fully or not. I can't do that-I can't say whether I can 
answer that yes ·<>r no, either way. 

Q. Could be have -said iU 
A. It's possible he could have said anything. I don't 

recall the conversation really-I don't, not word for word. 
I remember an argument-that's all. I mean, I tried not to 
get in it. 

Q. You don't know wlrn.t tl1e argument was about 7 
A. I think it started over driving automobiles, to sta.rt off 

with, and one thing led to a.nother. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 54 r 

them 7 

Q. Well, did Mr. Sollie call Mrs. Sollie names 
on that occasion 7 

A. I don't recall. 
Q. \-,,,Tell, have you ever heard hjm call her any 

names on any occasions since you have known 

A. I have heard arguments between both of them in which 
there was a little bit of name calling ·on both sides. 

Q. On both sides. V.,T ell, did you ever recall him making 
a statement or an inference that his wife was illegitimate 7 

A. Not to the degree yon 're tlJinking of; no. 
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A,rnold Mills. 

Q. Well, what degree would you be thinking about? 
A. Well, I mean when people are mad at each other, they 

will say things that actually they might not believe or-well, 
I mean they just come out with something that maybe they 
are not actually thinking. 

Q. Well, we 're not trying at this point to determine what 
his intent was at the time. I'm merely asking you if you 
got that impression or if he stated that. 

A. I didnt' get the impress•ion; no. 
Q. Well, did he state it T 
A. He could have stated it; yes. 
Q. He could have stated it, and could he have stated that 

he just picked her up off the street and she was a nobody 
until he married her? 

A. Anything is quite possible ; yes. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 55 r 

Q. Now, Mr. Mills•, we're not trying to play on 
words. I'm just trying to find out if you got that 
impression. If you can't remember-

A. No ; I didn't get that impression. I didn't 
take it that way, if that's what you mean. 

Q. Well, did he say it T 
A. He could have said it; yes. 
Q. Did he or didn't he, Mr. Mills? 
A. I couldn't swear to it; no, because it's been two years 

ago-three years ago. 
Q. I'm speaking about in the Summer of 1956. 
A. Two years ago, or a year and a half ago. The subject 

has been brought up-0. K., I '11 say-I'll have to say yes 
then. 

Q. Then he did. He stated that she was illegitimate? 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he sfa.ted that he just picked her up off the street? 
A. I wouldn't sa.y to that; no. 
Q. Well, did he state that she was a nobody until he married 

her? 
A. I would have to say no to that; I don't recall. 
Q. All right. Have you seen Mrs. Sollie since she left their 

home in April, '57? ' 
A. No; I haven't. 
Q. You have seen right much of Mr. Sollie, I take it. 

A. I'd say maybe a dozen times. 
Dep. Q. Maybe a dozen times. About the same num-
2/8/58 ber of times that y.our wife testified to. Did you 
page 56 ~ see him la.st night T · 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was that? 
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Afrnold Mills. 

A. He was in my home la.st night. 
Q. Did you all talk about your testimony this morning? 
A. No. 
Q. Didn't bring it up at all? 
A. Well, the conversation was brought up about coming 

down here; yes. 
Q. Did you go over with him a.s to what you were going to 

testify to? 
A. No. 
Q. Didn't even talk about it except the fact that you were 

going to come down? 
A. The fa.ct I was' going to come down; that's all. 

l\i[r. Reed: That's all. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lu tins : 
Q. Mr. Mills, let me ask you just a couple of questions, 

please. 
A. Go right ahead. 
Q. At any time, did Mr. Sollie threaten you or tell you 

what to testify to this morning, or any way or by 
any inference whatsoever cast fear into you a.s to 
what you would say? 

A. I'm afraid of no man, sir. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 57 ~ 

Q. Your wife, I believe, was in the company of 
Mr. S-0llie and yourself last night? 

A. That's correct; yes. 
Q. And did you hear any conversation whatsoever v.1hich 

Mr. Sollie directed to your wife as to any testimony which she 
was to make here this morning in the taking of these depo
sitions'' 

A. No. 
Q. Now, y-0u also have sta.ted that Mr. Sollie allegedly 

accused Mrs. Sollie of being illegitimate or made some state
ment to that effect; did you not? 

A. Yes. · 
Q. Now, wasn't that during an argument? 
A. It was an argument. Both of them were arguing
Q. A husband-
A. -keyed up. 
Q. -both a husband and wife argument? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Lutins: That's· all. 
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J. W. Thomas. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q .. Do you think that it is proper, regardless of how 

heated an argument may be, for a husband to accuse his wife 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 58 r 

of being illegitimate in the presence of their 
friends1 

A. I can't make decisions for other people. 
Q. I'm asking you, according to your own stand

ards. 
A. According to my sfandards, the conversation wouldn't 

get to those points with me. 
Q. That's right. 
A. I would walk out. 
Q. In other words, you wouldn't make such an accusation 

in a heated argument~ 
A. It all depends. I mean, you can't-I couldn't-

Mr. Luties: (interposing) I object to the answer. Excuse 
me, I object to the answer as not relevant in the least. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Wait just a minute. Now, let's analyze this. 
A. I hope I'm not being tried. 
Q:. Your first answer was that you'd never reach that point. 

Then I stated that then you would never-
A. In my right mind, I'd never reach that point. 
Q. Then you are qualifying it. That's all. Do you au

thorize the stenographer to sign your name to your deposi
tion when it is transcribed~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 

MR. ARNOLD MILLS 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 

page 59 r MR. J. W. THOMAS, 
_a witness of lawful age, having been first duly 

sworn, deposes and says as follo-ws: 
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J. W. Thomas. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You are Mr. J. W. Thomas? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And I believe you live at 3820 Colony Lane? 
A. Tha.t's, right. 
Q. And I think.that that is next door to the Sollie home? 
A. That's right. 
Q. How long have you known Mr. and Mrs. Sollie? 
A. Well, they moved in approximately a week after we 

did, .and we were two or three months before we ever spoke 
for the first time because for some reason we just didn't 
get to know each other. 

Q. \f\T ell, did you subsequently ever become friendly and 
neighborly? 

A. On speaking terms; I mean, just as a neighbor. 
Q. Did you ever socialize with the Sollies, you and your 

wife~ 
A. Other than-nothing more than having a. cup 

Dep. of coffee. 
2/8/58 Q. Did they come over to your house on occa-
page 60 ~ sions ~ 

A. They would come over and vii:.:t just like a 
neighbor should. 

Q. And you and your wife visited them in their '1ouse? 
A. That's right. 
Q. I believe that Mrs. Sollie hasn't been living next door 

to you for several months-in fact, since April? 
A. Since la.st April. 
Q. Since April 16, 1957? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I believe also, Mr. Thomas, that shortly after she left

I don't exactly recall the date-that you called me by tele
phone, did you not? 

A. That's right. I said I preferred not to get into their 
marital troubles. 

Q .. Is that becaus·e you decided with Mr. Sollie? 
A. Not necessarily. I liked both of them at the time and 

didn't want to testify against either one. I don't know any
thing a.bout either one. They have their own troubles. ViT e 
live our lives; they live theirs, and so I didn't want to get in 
the middle of it. 
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/ J. W. Tliomas. 

Q. Would you be more prone to testify on behalf, of Mr. 
Sollie or Mrs. Sollie? 

A. It depends on your questions. 
Q. It depends on the question 1 
A. That's right. 
Q:. I take it then that you-

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 61 ~ 

A. I'm not agmnst either one of them because 
they have never done anything to me. They have their 
problems and we live our own lives, so they haven't done any
thing to us and so I wouldn't testify against either one of 
them. 

Q. You wouldn't testify against either one of them 1 
A. No, sir. I figure their problems ought to be sett.led 

between themselves. 
Q. But you will certainly tell the truth? 
A. I will tell the truth; I swore to tell the truth. 
Q. Would you prefer to tell. the truth on behalf of Mr. 

Sollie or Mrs. Sollie? · 
A. I'll tell the truth on any question asked that I think 

:should be answered, or asked me that I think I might know 
something about. 

Q; JY.l(r. Thomas, I take it you haven·'t seen Mrs. Sollie since 
she left back in April? 

A. My wife and I took her mother and daughter and child 
to Lakeside last-was it the Fourth of July, Pat-Fourth 
of .July to take the little girl out. I felt sorry for her. 

Q. That's all you have seen of her? · 
A. That's all we have seen of her. 

Q. Since Mrs. Sollie left, have you seen much of 
Dep. Mr. Sollie? 
2/8/58 A. I speak to Bob at a distance; throw my hand 
page 62 ~ up-nothing other than that. 

· Q. Does he come ,over to your house often 1 
A. No, sir. Bob tends to his own business. 
Q. He doesn't come to your house any more? 

·A. No, sir. 
Q. And you haven't gone over to his house? 
A. I have S'poken to him. I went to the porch and spoke 

to him. When I got this summons, I went to him and I asked 
him what this was all about. He said, "I don't have any 
idea." I didn't know why I was asked and why I was called 
in. 

:Q. Well, you are somewhat familiar with-excuse me,
the living conditions of the Sollies f 

A. On what? 
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J. W. Thomas. 

Q. Prior to the time she left Y ... , 
A. ·what <lo you mean by prior to the time Y 
Q. Before she left in April. 
A. Well, for what do you mean Y . 
Q. Well, you have some familiarity with themas neighbors, 

do you not Y · · · 
A. Well, I saw the way they lived, jusUike any other person 

lived. 
Q. They live.d like any other person Y 

A. ·what I mean is, I never sa:w them do anything 
Dep. out of the ordinary that my wife and I wouldn't do. 
2/8/58 Q. All right. Do you recall back on the first of 
page 63 ~ March, nearly two months before Mrs. Sollie left, 

that she came to your house to use the 'phone Y 
A. Yes ; she came to. my house to use the telephone. 
Q. 'i\Tho was she trying to call Y 
A She was trying to call the sheriff in Salem. 
Q. Why was she trying to call the sheriff Y , , 
A. She said Bob beat her up. 
Q. Diel she call the sheriff in Salem Y • ., 
A. She called the sheriff's office:. Now, who she talked to, 

I don't know. , 1 

Q. The sheriff did not come, though, to~ your knowledgeY 
A. No, sir. 

Mr. Lutins: He can't testify to that; I object. 
The Witness: What's thatY 
Mr. Lutins: 'Ve're. ;making an objection. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) : .. 
Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that she called 

the sheriff's office? 
A. She said she called the sheriff's •office. I was-about 

that time, Bob come to the door and I was talking to Bob 
a.t the door when she was -on the 'phone. 

Q .. But she came over to call the sheriff because that he 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 64 ~ 

had beat her upY 
A. That's· what she said. 
Q. That's what she told you Y 
A. That's· what she said, but other th.an her 

screaming and crying-that's all I know about. 
Bob came to the door. He was a perfect gentleman. I never 
saw him act any better to Jmve been upset before they came 
over. 

Q. He ca.me to the door acting like a perfect gentleman? 
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J. W. Thomas. 

A. A perfect gentleman in every respect. 
Q. And she came to the door crying and screa.ming7 
A. She came to the door and said they had a squabble and 

wanted to leave, and I said, "Pat,, you can't stay over here," 
because my boy had been sick and I was very upset for that 
reason that night. 

Q. Mr. Thomas, please just answer my questions. 
A. All right. 
Q. You tesWied tha.t Mr. Sollie came-to the door and he 

\Vas a perfect gentleman. 
A. Perfect gentleman. 
Q. You also testified that Mrs. Sollie came to the door 

and came in the house crying and screaming. 
A. ·That's right. 
Q. Did she appear to have been beaten up7 
A. No, sir ; other than her nerves were upset. I didn't 

see any marks on her. 
Q. Did she seem to be highly nervous 7 
A. She was upset. 
Q. Extremely nervous 7 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 65 ~ 

A. Well, under the circumstances, she was up
set. I mean, like anyone would be. 

Q. If she was beaten up, she was- . 
A. That was probably a normal reaction to a person. Any-

body in a squahble
Q. Right. 
A. -would be .. 
Q. Right. You didn't notice any marks on her 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. But the sheriff did not come? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. All right. You don't know why? 
A. No; I never had any circumstances to ca.11 him to see 

why they would or would not come. 
Q. As a matter of fact, Mr. Thomas, didn't Mrs. Sollie 

ask you to take her to Salem so that she could swear out a 
warrent against her husband? 

A. She did. 
Q. And you wouldn't ta.ke her? 
A. I would not take her because Bob had done nothing 

to me and why should I take her, say, and have Bob put in 
jail 7 
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J. W. Thomas. 

Q. Because he had done nothing to you? 
Dep. A. No, sir. 
2/8/58 Q. Therefore, you didn't think it was ap-
page 66 } propriate for you to try to protect hed 

A. No, sir. 
Q. 1N ould you consider Mr. Sollie as being a frugal per

son 1 
A. What do you mean by frugal? 
Q. By frugal, I mean do you think that he tried to cut his 

expenses to a bare minimum to an extent that his wife and 
child suffered~ 

A. Why, I couldn't swear on it how he lived. I mean, they 
ate, I suppose, like any normal person would eat, but other 
than their expenses, I'm not answering any questions accord
ing to their expenses. I don't know what he made or how he 
spent his money. 

Q. I'm not asking you how he spent his money, or how 
much he ma.de. I'm asking you if you felt that he unneces
sarily deprived his family of, we'll say, heat-adequate heat? 

A. I don't think I should have to answer such a question. 
That was his home and if he wanted it cool, that was his 
business. If he wanted it hot, that was his business. 

Q. Please answer the questions, Mr. Mills. 
A. I'm not Mr. Mills. 
Q. I'm sorry. I've got a.bout seven witnesses on my mind 

and about two dozen other tJ1ings this morning. Mr. Thomas, 
well, very specifically then, did you ever go over 

Dep. to the house to see what was wrong with the 
2/8/58 heat? 
page 67 }· A. I was called over by her one time to see if 

· there was a filter in her furance since she seem
l.ngly knew nothing a.bout a furnace. 

Q. V\T ell, was there one? 
A. As best I remember, Bob had it laying out in the ba.se

ment for his own reasons. I don't know why. He run his 
house. 

Q. But it didn't have the filter in the furnace? 
A. It was laying beside there. He run his house. 
Q. Mr. Thomas, we concede tha.t he ran his house. 
A. That's right. 
Q. \Ve a.re not arguing that point at all. The only question 

I'm trying-the only point I'm trying to find out from you 
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J. W. Thomas. 

is whether or not he had the heat cut down to a poi,nt where 
the family could not get adequate heat. 

A. I don't know that much about heat. 
Q. Well, did you not go over there~ 

M.r. Lutins: I object. This is repetition. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Well, was the heat cut down abnormally low? 
A. What do you mean by abnormally; what temperature? 
Q. Was it warm enough for your house if you had lived 

there? 
A. Well, are you trying to trick me into siding 

with her or not? 
Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 68 ~ Q. I'm merely trying to ask you to tell the truth 

about whether or not he had the heat cut down and 
had the duct cut off to Betty Ann's room and in order to 
conserve heat. 

A. This is a definite no. I don't know ·whether the duct 
was cut off to that room or not. 

Q. Let's get back to the heat. I'm not trying to trick you. 
I'm merely trying to find out if he was-

A. If the controls were set according to the ones in my 
house, they were not. 

Q. That's what I want to know. There was not adequate 
heat 

A. He set his controls like he wanted them and that's his 
business. 

Q. But, in your opinion, it was not enough heat for you; 
is that correct.? 

A. I wa.s fairly comfortable while I was over there, al
though it wasn't as warm as at my house. 

Q. All right, M.r. Thomas. Did Mr. Sollie, during the time 
that Mrs. Sollie lived there~id he keep up the house ; that 
is, did he do the things a normal husband would do, such as 
look after mechanical failures, or repair things when they 
became out of order? 

A. I'm getting to the point that you 're asking 
Dep. me questions that is beyond my realm because Bob 
2/8/58 ran his house, as I have said before, and I don't 
page 69 ~ think these questions should interfere with my own 

life. 
Q. These questions aren't interfering with your own life 

at all. I'm merely trying to find out what went on next door 
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J. W. Thomas. 

that you observed with regard to the questions I am asking 
you, and I'm ref erring speci:fically-

A. To what? 
Q. To a plate being left ,off the hot water heater? 
A. There was a plate left off the hot water heater. He was 

working on his heater and if he didn't put it back, that's 
still his business. 

Q. It is right dangerous to leave a plate off of a hot water 
heater with a little child around. 

A. That was his house. Why should I object? 
Mr. Lutins: That's being argumentative; I objec.t to it. 

By J\1:r. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Mr. 'Thomas, again I'm telling you that we are not 

talking about the way tha.t you lived. I'm talking about the 
way that the Sollies lived. 

A. Yes. 
Q. And: I ask you again, was not it dangerous to leave a 

pla.te off of an electric hot water heater when a child six 
years old is in the house f 

Dep. 
2/8/58 

,,page 70 r 

A. Well, in my opinion, that was dangerous; 
yes. 

Q. The. child could have been. electrocuted. 
A. If you say so. 
Q. I'm asking you. 

A. Yes; if she put her hand there, she could ha:ve been, but 
he had it off for his own reasons, so why should I go and 
tell him. to put his plate back?. 

Q. We are not asking you to have made such cor.rections, 
Mr. Thomas; I'm just trying to find out the facts as you 
saw them. And did you not-weren't you the one who pointed 
that plate out to Mrs. Sollie when you went over there-you 
are the one who called her attention to it, weren't you 1 

A .. I'm not going to answer that. I don't know whether I 
did, or whether she did. I'm not going to answer that. 

Q. You're not going to answer that question. ·well, did 
you threaten to call the Board· of Health because of the 
condition of the ya.rd 1 

A. M'.e? ·,.· 

Q. Yes; you. 
A. Who said I did? 
Q. I'm asking you the question. 
A. No; I did not. 
Q. Because there was water standing in the yard? 
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J. W. Thomas. 

A. No, sir. , 
Q. Do you know whether or not your wife did? 

Dep. A. No, sir; not my wife. 
2/8/58 Q. Do you know-was there water standing in 
page 71 r the yard, stagnant water? 

A. Water standing in the yard? There's water 
standing in my yard today-when there's an exce1ssive 
amount of rain. 

Q. Stagnant water? 
A. It stands there until it goes down. 
Q. But you deny that you-
A. Yes, sir; I deny it. 
Q. -threatened to call the Board of Health? 
A. I certainly do. 
Q. Because of the condition of his yard? 
A. I certainly do, with regard to that. 
Q. With regard to Mr. Sollie's yard now, Mr. Thomas, 

and not yours, isn't it a fact that his yard contained slimy 
green water and that the neighbors became disgusted because 
he wouldn't fill it in? 

A. I don't intend to put the neighbors in on this deal. His 
yard contained water which was slow in going down. It was 
green and slimy, if that's wha.t you want to know. What's 
tha.t got to do with the water; what does this have to do with 
their case1 I can't see it. 

Q. \Vell, you 're not. supposed to see it. 
A. I can't see it either. Now, it's in my yard today, and 

my wife and I ha.ven 't any squabbles because we've 
Dep. got green water in the back of the yard. 
2/8/58 Q. Well, you let the Court decide this case, if 
page 72 ~ you will. 

A. I expect to. 
Q. And you say that Mrs. Sollie was extremely nervous 

and upset and crying ·when she came over to your house to 
use your 'phone? 

A. That's right. 
Q. And you wouldn't take her to Salem? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Because Mr. Sollie had done nothing to you? 
A. That's right. 

Mr. Reed: That's all. 
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J. W. Thomas. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. Mr. Thomas, this day that Mrs. Sollie came over to 

your house, she told you that she wa.s going to call the 
sheriff, didn't she1 

A. She said she wanted to use the 'phone, that Bob had 
beat her up. 

Q. And what was the reason she wanted to use the 'phone1 
A. She said that Bob hit her. 
Q. And what was the reason she wanted to use the 

'phonef 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 73 

A. She said she wanted to call the sheriff in 
Salem. 

Q. And you don't know, as a matter of fact, 
r that she did call the sheriff? 

A. Well, she looked her ovvn number up. 
Q. And she dialed iU 
A. That's right. 
Q. You didn't dial it for her? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you didn't talk to anyone on the other end of the 

line ; is that right, sir 1 
A. That is, to the best of my knowledge today. It's been 

so long. 
Q. Now, where were the bruises f 
A. I didn't see any bruises. 
Q. No bruises seen. Did she come staggering in? 
A. She had her child in her arms-she couldn't carry 

Betty very well, if she was staggering. 
Q. Screaming and yelling, 'vas she 1 
A. She was hollering and said she wanted to come in. She 

said Bob was coming after her. 
Q. She appeared nervous? 
A. Yes. 
Q. No marks ·on her or a.bout her face or body? 
A. I didn't see any. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 74 r 

A. No. 

Q. You don't know what took place at her place 
just prior to. that 1 

A. No. 
Q. You have no idea nor can you testify to that, 

can you, sir f 

Mr. Lutins: No further questions. 
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Jean. Thomas. 

By Mr. R.eed: 
Q. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign your name 

to your deposition when it is transcribed? 
A. Yes, sir. 

And further. this deponent saith not. 

MR. J. W. THOMAS 

By MARCUS A. BIELER 
Court Reporter 

MRS. JEAN THOMAS, 
a witness of lawful age, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows : · 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You a.re Mrs. Jean Thomas? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are the wife of Mr. J. W. Thomas V 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And I believe you live at 3820 Colony Lane in Roanoke 

County? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is next door to the Sollie home 7 
A. Yes, sir. 

·nep. 
2/8/58 
page 75 ~ 

Q. Have you been knowing the Sollies since they 
moved next to you V 

A. I didn't know them for the first few months. I knew 
them after they had been there two or three months. 

Q. You and your husband didn't want to come to testify 
in behalf of Mrs. Sollie, did you 7 

A. No, sir. 
Q. \Vould you have preferred to testify for Mr. Sollie? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. I noticed that before you came in you had some con

versation with your husband out in my reception room. Was 
he telling you what he testified to 7 

A. He w~s telling me not to say anything about the night 
she came fo our house. 

Q. He did say-
A. I mean, we were talking about when he was going to 

get the car to pick me up. 
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Jean Thomas. 

Q. But he told you not to testify to anything about Mrs. 
Sollie coming over to your house f 
·A. No. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 76 r 

Q. Well, are you going to testify to that f 
A. Yes, sir; I will tell you the truth. I said I 

would; I swore I would. 
Q. That's all we want. 
A. Yes, sir. He didn't tell me not to tell you 

anything; he said, "Don't forget--",he said, "-don't for
get the night they crune over there." I said, "I know all a.bout 
it." 

Q. Excuse me, I thought you said he told you not to say 
anything. 

A. No; he didn't say not to say anything. He said "Don't 
forget". 

Q~. I did11 't understand your testimony to be to that effect. 
A. He said, "Don't forget. what happened." I said I 

couldn't forget it. 
Q. Just what did happen 1 
A. She just came in. I didn't see anything wrong ,-..1ith her 

except she wa.s upset. She said her husband
Q. Y.ou didn't see any bruises on herf 
A. No, sir. 
Q1

• No blood? 
A. She was carrying the baby. 
Q. And her hair wa.sn 't pulled out? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What was her general appearance f 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 77 r 

A. She was just crying, tha.t 's all that I could 
see. I didn't know what was the matter-I mean, 
you cry when you 're upset. 

Q. Did you get the impression that she bad been 
terribly upset f 

A. Well, she was just crying. I didn't know what to think 
because I had just come from the hospital. My own mother 
was real ill so I was upset, too, and I didn't give it too much 
thouirht. 

Q. You didn't give it too much thought. You knew she was 
crying a.bout something and upset about something. 

A. Oh, yes; I knew she was crying. I didn't know what for, 
though. 

Q. V\That condition was Mr. Sollie inf 
A. He came in very nice. He came in and I had a real nice 

talk with Mr. Sollie. I told him to come in. I had a little 
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J e01Ji Tho1nas. 

boy and he said he'd like to come in and talk to me and I 
said, "-We'd be glad to have you." 

Q. You knew they ]iad trouble before they came over 
there~ 

A. Over at my house1 I didn't know it for a fact; I didn't 
see anything. 

Q. You didn't see anything but you knew something had 
happened or else they wouldn't have been there1 

Mr. Lutins: I object. That's hearsay. 
The Witness: l' don't know. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 78 r 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Is that right 7 
A. I don't know. 
Q. It's not normal for a next door neighbor to 

come in crying; is it 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you thought something had upset her 1 
A. I knew something was making her cry but I didn't know 

what it was. 
Q. Certainly, you did. Now, what did she come to your 

house for7 
A. She wanted us to call the sheriff. 
Q. Did you1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did she call the sheriff 1 
A. She-yes, sir. 
Q. And you 're satisfied she called the sheriff 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And no question in your mind about that1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And, after her conversation with the sheriff, she asked 

your husband to take her to Salem so she could swear a 
warrant out, didn't she 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he refused to do that, didn't be? 

Dep. A. Yes, sir. 
2/8/58 Q. In other words, she didn't get very much 
page 79 r help over at your house, did she 1 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Now, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Sollie hasn't been living next 

door to you since April of '57, has she1 
A. That's right. 
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J ea;n, Thonws. 

Q. Before Mrs. Sollie left in April, 1957, did you frequently 
go over to her house~ 

A. I went occasionally to ha.ve a cup of coffee with her; yes. 
Q. Did Mrs. Sollie complain about inadequate heat in the 

house~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did she specifically complain about heat in Betty Ann's 

room, their child's room 7 
A. Yes; she complain~d of it. . 
Q. Did you a.nd she discover why this heat wasn't going 

to Betty Ami's room~ 
A. Well, I went down in and one of the little things wa.s 

turned but it ca.n happen because I've had it to happen in 
my own house. The fan that blows that little thing will do it 
if you don't have the screw tight-it ·will blow it. 

Q. But the heat wa.s turned off-the dl).ct? 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 80 r 

A. The best I could see, it was, aJld a.t the time
Q. The du~t was turned off that led from the 

furnace, the hot air furnace, to Betty Ann's room? 
A. ''Tell, that's what it.looked like to me. I mean, 

I'm not a. heating person. 
Q. \;\,Tell, not being an expert, you could flnd that out, 

couldn't you 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And with tlmt duct turned off, obviously no air is going 

to go to her room; that's right, isn't iU 
A. Yv ell, the heat would go in there if the door was open. 
Q. I mean, from the duct-from that particular duct. 
A. Well, not too much so-some will come through any·wa.y. 
Q. Anyway, it was turned off, the one leading to Betty 

Alm's room1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did Mrs. Sollie complain to you a.bout not having 

enough hot water to do her \vashing with 1 
A. No, sir; I don't kn O\V a11yt]1ing a.bout that. 
Q. Don't know anything a.bout t1rn.t.. Did you know, or did 

she tell you, that the doctor had instructed her to get a 
humidifler put on the furnace for the health-for health 
reasons of Betty Ann, their child~ 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 81 ~ 

it? 

A. I believe she did; yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know how long a time it was before 

that was actually installed~ 
A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. As a matter of fact, it was some time, wasn't 
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Jean Thomas. 

A. I don't have any .idea how long it was. 
Q. Well, you lmow that she was instructed to get one'? 
A. She said she was. I did not know it. 
Q. That's the only thing that she told you-
A. All I'm answering is what she :said; I don't know any

thing. 
Q. That's all I'm asking you . 

.Mr. Lutins: I object. That's hearsay., 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. All right. 
A. Everything you have asked me is hearsay, because I 

did not see it. 
Q. Well, you saw that duct was turned off? 
A. Oh, yes; I saw that. 
Q. Is that about all you know about the living conditions of 

the Sollies while Mrs. Sollie was there 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That's all you know? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Reed: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

Dep. By Mr. Lutins: 
2/8/58 Q. Mrs. Thomas, it has been established tha.t 
page 82 ~ when Mrs. Sollie came over to your house this 

night that she used the 'phone and she had no 
bruises, nor any blood on her or a.bout her

A. I did not see anything. 
Q. I see. Carrying the baby, wa.s she 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you said that she called the sheriff? 
A. Yes, sir. Well, she didn't call the sheriff; she called 

the sheriff's office, I should say. 
Q. How do you lmow she called the sheriff's office? 
A. Well, I don't know that except she said she did. 
Q. She told you she did? 
A. Yes. I heard her dialing. I was in the living room 

talking to her husband at the time. 
Q. You weren't even in the. same room where the 'phone 

is~ 
A. That's right. 
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Jea;n, Thomas. 

Q. Now, you have had coffee at her house on occasions Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And were fairly friendly with Mrs. Sollie Y 
A. I tried to be a good neighbor; yes, sir. 
Q; I see. There was some mention of the inadequate heat 

allegedly in the house of Mr. and Mrs. Sollie. You said that 
you observed the heat had been turned off; is that correcU 

A. We went to the basement; it was off, but 
Dep. I mean we turned ours off a lot of times in the 
2/8/58 rooms-I mean, I thought nothing of it. I thought 
page 83 ~ it was a mistake. 

Q. You couldn't testify as to who turned the 
heat off, could you Y 

A. No, sir; I sure couldn't. 
Q. Do you know that Ml\S. Sollie did leave Mr. Sollie 

during the year 1957 Y 
A. Well, I heard it, I guess-I didn't see her so I guessed 

she was gone. She didn't tell me she was going; _ 
Q. From what you observed, she wasn't around after a 

certain month in 1957' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And what I mean by not .. being around, she wasn't a.t 

the marital abode of the parties Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you recall the da.te that that was Y 
A. I don't know but I believe it was before Easter-some 

days before that-I couldn't say. 
Q. Gould you say April 16, 1957 was the date she left her 

husband? · ·· 
A. No, .sir; I couldn't say because I don't know the day. 
Q. I see. But you do know she did leave Y 

A. Yes; I presume she left. I didn't see her. She 
De-p. didn't tell me she was leaving. 
2/8/58 Q. To your knowledge, Mr. Sollie st.ill resides at 
page 84 ~ 3828 Colony Lane, Roanok~, Virginia Y 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lutins: All right. No further questions. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Mrs. Thomas. were you aware of the first time Mrs. 

Sollie first consulted an attorney regarding her marital 
troubles? 
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Jean Thomas. 
/ 

A. I don't know if it was the first time or not-I couldn't 
say. 

Q. Was it in January of 195n 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. Well, as a matter of fact, didn't you advise her to see 

a lawyer? 
A. I didn't advise her to do anything. I advised her to 

get herself straightened out with her husband; that's what 
I advised her. 

Q. You didn't advise her to get a lawyer? 
A. No, sir; I did not. She asked me if I knew of a good 

lawyer. 
Q. I believe you told her to go to Mr. Lutins, didn't you? 
A. No, sir; I did not. I said-no-"Messick", I said, "is 

a good lawyer". 
· Q. But didn't you tell her that she should go 

Dep. see a lawyer because .of the way that her husband 
2/8/58 was treating her~ 
page 85 r A. No, sir; I didn't tell her to go to no lawyer. 

She asked me and I said, ''Well, you all ought to 
get it straightened out." 

Q. Didn't you think it was a right good idea? 
A. I didn't know. 
Q. You didn't know~ 
A. I was sorry for them, both of them. 

Mr. Reed: That's all. 

RE-CROSS EXAMIN AT'ION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. You say you were sorry for both of them? 
A. Yes, sir; I am. 
Q. A bad situation, wasn't it T 
A. It certainly is. 
Q:. She asked you what to do T 
A. No; she didn't ask-actua.Ily ask me what to do. She 

told me what she was going to do. 
Q·. That's right. 
A. And I told her, "Well, Messick was a good lawyer; 

maybe he could help her.'' 
Q. She practically came out and said, ''What lawyer should 

I go to and-'' 
A. Yes, sir; and I told her. 
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Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 86 ~ 

Ellen CopenlWJl!er. 

Q. -she was anxious to get a lawyer, wasn't 
sheT 

A. I don't know whether .she was or not. 
Q. She thought it would help solve the trouble T 
A. I thought so, myself. 

Q. And it was a bad situation for both of them T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Lutins: All right. Stand aside. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign your name 

to your deposition when it bas been transcribed¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MRS. JEAN THOMAS 

By ~f.ARCUS A. BIELER 
Court Reporter. 

MRS. ELLEN CO PENHA VEN, 
a witness of lawful ag·e, being first duly sworn, deposes and 
says as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr .. Reed: 
Q. You are Mrs. Ellen Copenhaver f 
A. Right. 
Q. I believe you are the mother of the complainant, Patri

cia Ann Hughes Sollie? 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 87 ~ 

A. Yes. 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, you were-you recall when 

Mr. and Mrs. Sollie were married? 
A. In February, '51. 
Q. And she married Robert J. SollieT 

Q. Are there any children born to this couple¥ 
A. A little girl, Betty Ann. 
Q. And hovi7 old is Betty Ann nowT 
A. She was 6 September 20th. 
Q. Was she born on September 20, 1951? 
A. Yes; in Schenectady, New York. 
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.Ellen Copenhaver. 

Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, it is necessary to establish that both 
parties to this suit are members of the White race and above 
the age of twenty one; is that oorrect ~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, after your daughter and Mr. Sollie 

were married, where did they go to live~ 
A. Well, he brought her to Pittsburgh with her clothes 

and I didn't know they were married, but they said they were 
married and I said, ''Where is the marriage license~'' And 
they showed me a marriage license from some place in 
Maryland. 

Q.. \iVhere did they live right after they were married~ 
A. With me. 
Q. Did she live with him~ . 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 88 r 

A. No ; he was in school. He had to go to school. 
Q. Did she live with you~ 
A. Yes; she lived with me. 
Q:. Was she living with you at the time the 

baby was born~ 
A .. I was living with them. I went to New York with them. 

See, he broug·ht her to Pittsburgh-
Q. Were you living at Pittsburgh then~ 
A. -and I was living in Pittsburgh. 
Q. All right. 
A. Then Bob got his job with General Electric and he asked 

me to go to New York with them. They took a week in Ohio. 
They came back from Ohio and he said, ''Mom, we 're going to 
New York and you 're going,'' so I said, '' 0. K. with me. 
I can press pants up the.re the same as here,'' so I went 
along with them. 

Q. When you moved to New York, did he live there with 
you~ 

A. Oh, yes. 
Q. At the beginning~ 
A. Oh, yes ; the three of us. 
Q. I may be wrong but I was under the impression that 

your daughter lived with you for approximately four months 
before Mr. Sollie came to live with her. 

A. Well, he brought her to Pittsburgh to me in February 
and it was in .July when we went up to New York. 

Q. Well, did she live with you in Pittsburgh 
Dep. alone~ 
2/8/58 A. Yes; just she and I. He came week-ends 
page 89 r occasionally. On week-ends-he didn't come every 

week-end because he was in school. 
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Ellen Copenhaver. 

Q. ·Then when you moved to Schenectady, the child was born 
thereV 

A. Yes; in Schenectady. 
Q. Now, 1\frs. Copenhaver, you state that Mr. Sollie had 

gone to work with General Electric there. 
A. Yes; his first job that I know of. 
Q. Now, who paid for the ·cost of the child and who bought 

the child's clothes? Can you tell the Court something about 
tlmt and what Mr. Sollie's attitude was towards paying for 
the child~ 

A. Well, about the payment of the child, I never heard 
that discussed except that he kept putting money in the 
bank before Betty .was born. He paid in advance at that 
hospital. The night we took Patty in, be paid for her-Bob 
paid. 

But I bought all the clothes as I was so thrilled about 
becoming a grandmother, I bought everything, and they were 
just starting out and they had no money-nobody gave them 
anything-and, naturally, it was up to me to help them because 
they were my children. 

Q. A11d you did help t.hern V 
A. And I did; yes, and I'm not sorry. 

Q. Did the marriage seem to be a happy one 
Dep. from the beginning~ 
2/8/58 A. No; it was heartbreaking even before they 
page 90 r went to live together. 

Q. How did Mr. Sollie treat his wife at this time 
when they ·were living with you and a.bout the time the 
child was born~ 

A. Vv ell, when he brought her· to me in Pittsburgh, they 
didn't seem like they liked each other-both of them-and 
they fought, and she would cry and cry and she was pregnant, 
and then he would go back to school and then he would come 
home again on a week-end and it was more trouble. What his 
fear was, he hadn't told his pa.rents he was married and the 
question-the big question was he was afraid on religion-dif
ference in religion. That was his excuse, to my knowledge. 

A11d then she had blond hair and he said his parents didn't 
like bleached hair. She and to put her hair back natural 
That was another excuse, and I said, ''Look,· Bob,'' I said, 
''I raised Patty myself m1d," I said, "you 're going to have 
this baby. You two are going to raise her. It's not for me 
to take c:rre of your wife and child.'' I said, "You go ten 
your parents you 're married and if they don't want to accept 
her," I said, "you bring her back to me and 1'11 help you~'.' 
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Ellen Copenhaver. 

Q. All right. Then, Mrs. Copenhaver, you lived with your 
daughter for approximately four months in Pittsburgh 7 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 91 r 

A. Yes. 

A. She lived with me. 
Q. All right. Then, the three ·of you moved to 

Schenectady 7 
A. Right. 
Q. And lived togetJier until the baby was born 7 

Q. How long did you stay with them after the baby was 
born7 

A. Betty was 13 days old and I left for Alaska. 
Q. All right. Now, did you live with them any subsequent 

to that time7 
A. You mean after 7 
Q. Yes. 
A. I came back from Alaska in '52-in May. I stayed with 

them from May until they bought furniture-I don't remem
ber what month, a. few months. 

Q. Several months 7 
A. A couple of months ; yes. 
Q. Well, how were they getting a.long at that state of the 

marriage 7 
A. Well, it never did work. 
Q. Well, how did Mr. Sollie treat his-treat Mrs. Sollie~ 
A. Well, he never-he always degrades her. He never 

allowed her to open her mouth and if she sa.id something, it 
was, ''Shut up, maggot mouth, you 're stupid.'' I said, ''Don't 

talk to her like that. Even if she's wrong, she's 
Dep. entitled to speak." But I don't know-he let other 
2/8/58 people ridicule her, and he laughed. It was pitiful. 
page 92 r I didn't think it was right. I talked to Bob a.bout 

that, didn't I, Bob, and I cried to you 1 
Q. All right. Don't engage in conversation with Mr. Sollie . 

• Just direct your remarks to the Court. Y:ou said he called 
her maggot mouth and degraded her 7 

A. Yes; "Stupid-" 
Q. Did he do that in front of other people other than you 1 
A. That's when he would do it, when friends ·were there. 
Q. Did he ever infer that she was illegitimate 7 
A. I never heard him say that. He never said that. He 

wouldn't dare say that with me. 

Mr. Lutins: You're leading the witness. It's objectionable. 
We just as well get an objection in, that you're lea.ding· the 
witness. 
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Ellen Copenhaver. 

By M:r. Reed : (continues examination) 
Q. All .right. How did he speak of their daughter, Betty 

Ann1 
A. V.,T ell, he never thought Betty belonged to him. 
Q. Well, what did he say in that respect 1 
A. vY ell, I just don't know how to word it, except that he 

never made a fuss ·over Betty. If I bought anything for Betty, 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 93 ~ 

or Betty did something cute, we'd comment on it. 
He just didn't consider her anything to-towards 
Betty. 

Q. Did be give the impression to you that he 
didn't think it was his child 1 

A. He told me <mce, ''Mom,'' he said, ''I think I ·wa.s roped 
in.'' He said, ''She worked at the Telephone Company and 
they had a back door and I would go to the front door and sit 
and wait for her and she went out the back door. She must 
have had somebody else." Now, outside of that, that's all I 
lmow. 

Q. Did you learn this in the early stages of the marriage 1 
A. Oh, yes; in Pittsburgh. It was terrible. He '"as in doubt 

in Pittsburgh. 
Q. Yet, he married her 1 
A. Yes. I asked him, ''Why did you marry her if you 

felt like that, BoM" And he said, "I love her" and that was 
his answer to me. He claims he loves her. 

Q. Now, you say you lived with them several months in 1952. 
Have }"Ou lived in their home since 19521 

A. Well, that was three years ago. '54, I ca.me to Scotia, 
New York-that was their new address and new home they 
were buying. 

And I came there in March and then they moved down 
South, but I stayed with them from March until whatever 
month .they moved down South, and then I went and got a 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 94 ~ 

room. Bob moved me into an apartment of my own 
in New York, but I lived with them in Scotia. in 
their new home. 

Q. And then you moved to Roanoke when they 
moved here~ 

. A. No; I didn't come here with them. I just come here 
last year. 

Q. I see. Well, when you lived with them in Scotia, what 
was the situation there1 

A. Oh, it was terrible. He was riding some girl from his 
office-

Q. Exouse me. I didn't understand you. He was what? 
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A. Driving a girl to work, back and forth to work, and they 
quarreled over that, and then there was a neighbor's girl 
down there and she was a silly person and she used to make 
passes at Bob and Bob enjoyed that. 

Q. In the home 7 
A. Yes; right in the house, and she threw herself all over 

him and would run and get him drinks of water or anything 
he was looking for-or anything at all, she ran and got it 
for him. Well, they fought over that. 

I asked that girl to stay out of the house. "y,ou 're only 
making trouble.'' And Bob would go out on this nice lawn 
they had and watch for her to go up and down and she paraded 
up and down the .road so they would get together. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
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Q. All right. Did that situation continue until 
they moved to Roanoke~ 

A. Yes ; that certainly did. 
Q. Well, during this period, how did Mr. Sollie 

treat his wife and how did he treat Betty Ann 7 
A. Well, he never has been nice to Betty Ann, like a. father 

should be, or even to another child-even if it was a strange 
child-in my estimation. And one day, I was ironing his 
shirts-

Q. "'\V"here was this and when was this 7 
A. In Scotia, New York. 
Q. In New York. I see. 
A. And he came in from work and he said, ''Betty Ann.'' 

She said, "Yes, Daddy." He said, "Where's your little 
cha.it~ And she said, ''In the garage.'' They had a garage 
adjoining their house and her toys were there. She played 
there in the garage. 

Q. This was in S0otia 7 
A. Yes ; in Scotia, New York. And Pa tty was working and 

I was watching Betty, and Betty brought the chair and I heard 
Betty sobbing. I didn't pay any attention because I was 
ironing. And I heard Betty sobbing and I said, ""\¥here's 
Betty; what's wong?" 

He said, "I'm punishing her." I guess, when the child 
heard my voice, then she cried; so I went to her and Bob 
had put the child down on a. little chair facing the wall and the 
draw drapes were drawn over her. He had taken the bed lamp 

-that's a BX kind of lamp like this (indicating) 
and he put the light in both eyes of Betty to re
mind her not to mark on that new paint. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 96 ~ Q. Are you speaking of what we call a goose

neck lamp7 
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A. Yes; that twists any ways. She can put it down on her 
book or he can put it on his. 

Q. And has two bulbs? 
A. Yes; and two red shades with bulbs in there, ·or bulbs in 

them. 
Q. And you indicated he had crossed the two bulbs? 
A. Yes ; one for each eye-one in each eye (indicating) and 

I picked up Betty under this arm (indicating) and the chair 
with t11e other (indicating) and I was ready to whale it at him 
and he said, "Put her down; I'm punishing her." I said, 
''That's no way to punish a cl:iild. '' I said, ''I'm calling 
the police.'' And I still had the child and I ran for the 
'phone but,· unfortunately, it's a dial 'phone and I couldn't 
get the operator because, in the meantime, he grabbed the 
'phone. 

Q. Let me see if I understand this. Did he have the lights 
turned on on the lamp? 

A. Yes; right in the child's eyes; yes, sir. 
Q. How far from her eyes, would you judge 1 
A. Well, I would have to shovv the lights. They have those 

cone sha.des and they were right like this (indicating). He 
ha.d the lights directly in front of the child and 
.right in that child's eyes. Dep. 

2/8/58 
page 97 ~ 

Q. How long did that go on before you got there 1 
A. Well, I would say about 10 minutes because 

Betty whimpered and I wasn't allowed to go to her 
until she cried, and when she cried I went to her. 

Q. How old was Betty at that time, Mrs. Copenhaver? 
A. I don't know; I don't remember. That was before 

they moved down here and how long a.re they down here 1 
Q. Was she big enough to walk a.round at that tin1e? 
A. Oh, yes; she went out and played, but she couldn't 

be out alone. We had to have somebody with her all the 
time. I would say three years old. 

Q. Did the Sollies have a pet at that time? 
A. They had a dog-Candy was the dog's name. 
Q. Was that the only time that you saw Mr. Sollie punish-

ing the child, so to speak? · 
A. No; he had a habit of biting her on the lobe of the ear 

(indicating), and he really bit until the marks were there 
and the child would scream and scream and when Patty would 
go after her and take her, then he denied it-" She did it her
self," he'd say. And I'd say, ""iVell, she'd have to have a 
neck like a goose to · get her mouth around there to her 
ear." 
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Q. You mean he said that the baby did it herself? 
A. Yes; bit her own ear; yes, he did. 

Q. What was the purpose? What was the 
De.p. excuse for doing that 1 
2/8/58 A. No excuse. And they have a bucket chair at 
page 98 r their house and it's made of wrought iron and 

covered with green canvas; and Betty likes to get 
in that-and she's crazy about him, Betty is-and she'd get 
in hack of him to fix his hair and he'd lean hack in that chair 
and I have been in that room many times when he'd lean 
back in that chair till the mark was on that youngster's back 
and she screamed bloody murder and he wouldn't let her go, 
and neither one of us dared to go and get her out of that 
chair. 

Q. What was he trying to prove or accomplish? 
A. You figure it; I don't know what. It's just something 

with Bob. I have seen him with that dog. Betty loved 
the dog and Patty loved the dog, and he would put his two 
feet-and he has shoes with crepesoles like that (indicating) 
-into that poor dog's stomach and ilie dog would be just 
struggling to get up off the floor and he wouldn't take his 
feet off. There's something that. goes on in his mind that 
makes him stay like that-like he's electrified. 

Q. How does he appear afterwards 1 Does he appear to get 
any satisfaction :out of the punishment of the child 1 

A. Then there's always a row and after that he'd say, 
"I was only teasing; I was ·only tea.sing." And that's all 
the satisfaction. 

Q. Well, I see. Well, at ilie time he was punish-
Dep. ing ilie child or punishing the dog or whatever he 
2/8/58 was attempting to do, did he seem to be enjoying 
page 99 r that 1 

A. Yes; he does enjoy things like that-not nice 
things to buy them something or be pleasant. If they want to 
go to the show, you have to go to my show. I've seen them 
go to the show all right and he went in one theater and she 
went to the other-noiliing between the two of them, you 
know-they can't do it together. 

Q. Now, during this time we are speaking of at Scotia, 
New York, was Mr. Sollie working at General Electric then? 

A. Yes, sir; that's the only job I've ever known him to 
have-General Electric. 

Q. vVas be making good money then 1 
A. No. When he first started, he said he was a apprentice. 

What he made, I don't know, but I know it wasn't very 
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much, and we pa.id $15.00 a week rent and he andj>atty bought 
the groceries, the staples, and then I would take them-they 
would come and meet me and we'd stop at a fruit market and 
I bought the fruits and the vegetables. 

Q. Did you help them to meet the expenses? 
A. Yes; I liked to. He didn't ask me. He never asked 

me for anything. I did it, you know, because they were my 
children and I love all three of them. 

Q. Now, is there a.ny-
A. I even gave him spending money because he 

Dep. was short money and I sa.id, ''Here, take these 
2/8/58 few bucks.'' Men. have to have coffee money 
page 100 r or change in your pocket. And he didn't want to 

take them but I'd insist because I liked Bob. 
Q. Now, is there anything y.ou want to add to your testi

mony as to what happened with regard to how he treated his 
wife or the child while they were living in Scotia~ 

A. "\V ell, if Pa.tty asked for anything, she had to beg and 
she had to promise. It was never, "Well, go ahead and get it 
or we can't afford it." It was beg, beg, and "Do something 
for me and then you get it." But, by the time-just like her 
fur coat-by the time she got it, the joy was gone and the 
coat didn't mean anything. It didn't make sense to me. 
That's all. 

Q. Well, Mrs. Copenhaver, I believe that Mr. Sollie was 
trm1sferred to the General Electric plant here in R.oanoke 
in October, 1955. I believe that's been established. Did you 
sta.te that you did not move dowrn with them then? 

A. No; they were in Court up in New York •or had gone 
to legal advisors up there and I even said, ''When you get 
down South, for get these people. Make new friends and 
start all over." And I evm1 told her, I said, "You'll never 
hJirt me if you go to his religion, if it is religion.'' I said, 
"Religion don't put shoes on your child's feet. You can do 
anything that will make you three happy and be good.'' 
And Bob promised that they were going to be different and 
be good. And they ca.me down here by themselves. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
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Q. Did he promise you he was going to· be 
different1 

A. Yes; he did. He told me he would. 
Q. Now, did they own their home before they 

moved here? 
A. They were buying a home in Scotia. 
Q. Was the home adequately furnished in Scotia? 
A. No; the same things that are out here. 
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Q. Well, we '11 go into that in just a minute. 
A. But the ·one problem that I would like to state about the 

screens. You see, these houses were built so close and with 
the garbage cans that the flies flew in and the flies flew out, 
so I asked Bob, "Why don't you have screens like these 
others?'' They had fancy storm doors, and then he said, ''I 
can't afford it." I said, "Come on with me, Bob, and we '11 
look,'' and I looked at doors that I thought he could afford 
and he said, ''No, they are too cheap for my house. I '11 get 
them later.'' 

··wen I said, "Put them on temporarily to keep the flies 
out because the .flies were awful,'' and he refused me, so all 
that time they lived in that house with the flies in and the 
flies ·out because, at that time he traveled and he wasn't 
home. It was just she and the baby but he wouldn't put the 
screens up-no kind. 

Q. Well, I believe that after they moved down here to Vir
ginia. that you moved in with them some time. vVhen was 
that? 

A. I came here October a year ago, because my 
Dep. husband is in the Service and I was going to 
2/8/58 Germany and I came to see them before I took 
page 102 }- off for Germany and when I came and all this 

commotion was going on, I didn't have the heart 
to leave the country and leave my children :fighting like that, 
so I have stayed in R.oanoke. 

Q. In other words, the condition hadn't improved? 
A. Oh, it was worse, and then by that time her face was so 

twisted-
Q. Tell us about that. V\That do you mean, her face was so 

twisted? 
A. Well, look at her how her face is twisted. You didn't 

know her before but she had a beautiful face. She can't 
smile now; she can't talk right. 

Q. The Oourt can't see her but you tell the Court how 
her face was when you saw her last in Scotia and how it was 
when you came here last year. 

A. Well, she was always a beautiful child. I was lucky. 
I didn't know how I g-ot such a beautiful child but she was 
always a beautiful child. 

Q. What was the difference? You said her face was 
twisted. 

A.._ \i\T ell, it is. Her lip droops and she can't smile. W11en 
she smiles, this part doesn't move (indicating). 

Q. Well, did it move before, in Scotia? 
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A. Oh, absolutely. 
Q. In other words, there was a decisive change 

in her face? 
A. Yes ; she never had a mark on her-no dis

figurement in any way. 
Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, whether she went 

to a doctor concerning that? 
A. Yes ; they called me-no, I called them. She's never· 

allowed to call me because the 'phone bill is too big, so I 
called them, and she said, "Mother, I have what the doctors 
claim is palsy-Bell's Palsy. 

And I didn't kno'v anything about it, so I said, ''·what 
was that; what it does to you?" She said, "I have my eyes 
taped and my face is all twisted," and I said, "JJet me talk 
to Bob,'' and Bob got on and he said, "Oh Mom, it's not that 
serious.'' He said, ''I'm ta.king care of her'' and I said 
to you (indicating :r;espondent), "Do you want me to come 
down?" He said, "Well, you have your hands full where 
you are, but," he said, "we'll try to manage. If she gets 
worse, I'll let you know." So then I talked back to .Patty. 

Then, when I saw my daughter's face a.11 like that, and I 
said, ''Did you try some other doctors maybe?'' But I don't 
know what happened to her face. I don't know who's the 
cause of it, but her face is certainly ruined. 

Q. N<nv, I forgot when you stated you came to Roanoke. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
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_A. October a year ago-the exact date, I don't 
know. 

Q. October of '56? 
A. October, '56. 
Q. 1956. In other words, they had been here 

approximately a year? 
A. I guess they were. 
Q. That is, if your dates are correct. Now, did you live 

with them ·on Colony Lane when you came here? 
A. They met me at the bus; the three of them met me at 

the bus, and they weren't speaking to each other, and I said, 
''My God,'' I said, ''if I had known this, I never w-ould have 
come down here.'' I sa.id,-I called-you see I called Bob 
at work because I didn't know they had a 'phone ·out in the 
Valley and he said, "Yes, come on, Mom; the more the 
merrier.'' I asked him could I come down, did he want me, 
and when I g.ot there, they weren't speaking. 

So I said, ''My God, I feel like getting on the bu~ and 
going back." So when I got out to the house, I asked them 
what was going on now. Well, it was over a deep freeze. 
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She wanted a deep freeze and that was the ha.sic story they 
told me----'over a deep freeze. The neighbors all had -one 
from this plant so she wanted hers. 80 he went around to the 
neighbors· and he talked about it and he says, ''VY ell, I would 
get my wife a deep freeze but" he said, "when sbe asks me 
so many times, I'm just punishing her.'' 

So the neighbors came back-these women that 
Dep. were here-came back and I heard them in her 
2/8/58 kitchen tell him, and I told those neighbors then, 
page 105 ~ I said, "You're breaking up a home here. You'd 

do bett'3r if you went home· and bad your coffee 
home and don't come in here for your coffee klotches and 
leave these kids alone.'' I said, ''Betty Ann has to be raised 
and I'm not raising her." . 

Q. All rig·ht. Now, I believe that the Sollies had bought a 
new home out on Colony Lane 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. A brand new house, wasn't iU 
A. Brand ne-w; yes-it's beautiful. 
Q. And approximately how long did you live there with 

them~ 
A. Well, when I saw they were. I came in October-and 

they were fussing and I said, ''Well," I said, "I'm goi11g." 
And Bob said, "No, you stay. I want you to stay," he said. 
I said, ''No, I'm being processed for overseas and I'm going 
to leave and it's about time you two grew up m1d took care 
of this child and made things a little pleasant around here.'' 

So I stayed on till Christmas and we bad a nice Christmas, 
and then after Christmas I went and got an apartment. They 
fought all the time and I went and got the apartment on 
Second Street and stayed in town because I had no peace of 
mind to go out of the country and leave things in the condition 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
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they were. 
Qi. Approximately when was that-that '.vas 

before M.rs. Sollie left in ApTil of '57 ~ 
A. That was la.st year; yes. 
Q. Well, ten the Court how Mr. Sollie treated 

his wife and his daughter while you lived with tbem on Colony 
Lane. \i\T as there any difference in bis attitude towards her 
or had he improved, as he had promised he would before he 
left Scotia 1 

A. Well, I talked to Bob and said, "Bob, I thought y,ou 
were going to be different down here and things would be 
happier." And I said, "You know, Bob, she's talking of 
leaving you. She can't take it no more aJ1d she's a nervous 
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wreck." He said, "Let her go, M.om; that's what I want. 
I can't take it no more either." 

Q. Well, did she appear to be a nervous ·wreck to you~ 
A. Oh, terrible, and the baby too. Always running tJrnt 

baby to Dr. Shapiro and Dr. Shapiro claims it's only the 
baby's nerves-allergies from its nerves. 

Q. How did Mr. S.ollie treat the baby during that time~ 
A. Well, he didn't treat her. For this reason, he thought 

Betty should be put to bed when he ca.me home and not be 
bothering him and he never would read her a story. If she 
came to him with a book, ''Oh, get out of here.'' He couldn't 
be bothered v,rith her. He just don't bother about Betty. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
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Q. And as far as his income was concerned, or is 
concerned, was he making good money at that 
timeW 

A. I don't know what he wa.s making, but I 
know he left a check there for $20.00 on Tuesday 

and she liked to go ·on Tuesday because she got green stamps 
at the Mick or Ma.ck Store. Then they fought over that be
cause he said, "You think ri10re ·of the stamps aJ1d just 
going on Tuesday. You'll go aJ1otJ1er da.y"-beca.use she 
got presents with those stamps. and he wanted to cut tlmt 
off her. 

Q. Did he give her a.J1y spending moneyW 
A. Never; never. 
Q. Did he buy things for the ha.by-the girl W 
A. A few times I saw him come back ''1ith ·a candy bar. 

She said, "Daady, bring me a Qandy bar back'' and he 
brought it back. 

Q. I mean, did he buy her any clothes,, or
A. Oh, no; I buy their clothes. 
Q. You bought the baby's clothes~ 
A. When I came down here, neither 011e had a.nything

tbat's the truth, they ha.cl nothing. I took them down here 
to Heironimus and I fitten them from the skin out, clothes, 

·shoes, underwear, everything. 
Q. Are you speaking of the baby or-
A. Both the baby aJ1d Patty. I got e\rery slip to· show you 

that I bought everythirig down there a.t' Heironimus 's store. 
Q. "What did Mr. Sollie do with his money~ 

Dep. A. He banked it, as far as I know. He said,-I 
2/8/58 asked him, ', .. What do you do with your money, 
page 108 r Bob, that you haven't fixed up this house or done 

anything, and you never have any money~'' He 
said, ''My check goes to the bank'' . · · · · 
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Q. He told you that 7 
A. He said, ''My check goes to the bank.'' I understood 

the company sent it to the bank. I don't think he even gets 
any money. · 

Q. Now, Mrs. Copenhaver, you mentioned buying things 
for the house. Did he spend any money on furniture or 
draperies or-

A. He has never bought a sheet, a towel, a tablecloth, in 
there, and they're married almost 8 years-never. 

Q. Well, do they have those things 7 
A. His mother gave her hand-me-downs; I gave her hand

me-downs, and that's all. The towels they were using, his 
brother stold from a school he was in-college-and they all 
have numbers on them. I have some of the towels home to 
prove what I'm saying. 

Q. "What about curtains~ Do they have any curtains 7 
A. I bought every curtain on their house in 80otia,-in 

Schenectady, New York. They brought them to Scotia, New 
York; they brought them down here, but when I came down 
last October, there were brand new drapes on their 
living room. They were beautiful and there was a fit over 

them. She went over his head to Pugh's and 
Dep. charged them and when I left out there, they 
2/8/58 weren't paid for because he refused to pay them-
page 109 r f.or one pair of drapes. 

Q. What about the furniture Is the house ade
quately furnished 7 

A. No; there's three pieces in their bedroom. There's 
no rugs on any room except the living room and Betty sleeps 
on a cot and has a chest of drawers in her room that my 
sister gave them while they were visiting in Pittsburgh, 
and they brought that up to New York with them. And the 
living room has three pieces of sectional furniture and one 
end table and one floor lamp, one table la.mp, one end table
and I burned-accidentally burned the end table with a ciga
rette, and I gave them $20.00 for it because I was so sea.red 
of his reactions when he c.ame home from work. He was 
like Hawksha.w-he looked everything over all over the house, 
what we did during the day to his house (indicating). 

Q. And that's all they have to show for 8 years of mar
riage7 

A. And they have a dining room set that they're paying 
on now at Heironimus-they bought here, and they have a 
second-hand breakfast, I guess you'd call it, in the kitchen, 
and they have a stove and a refrigerator in that kitchen, and 
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I gave Bob $100.00 to pay down on the refrigerator because 
he wanted to buy a seoond-hand one and I told him it would 
just give him trouble and "Take this $100.00 and pay it down 

on a new one and get a GE." So they bought a 
Dep. new refrigerator. 
2/8/58 Oh, they had two cars. This is what broke 
page 110 ~ the camel's back. They had two cars, a Buick 

and a Chevrolet, so he allowed her to drive them 
and Tuesday, she would go up to Conner's Store and put 
$1.00 worth of gas in and go to the market. 

And this one Tuesday, I got home from work and he got 
home from work and she wasn't home and it was a bad 
day-dark and rainy-and he went looking for her, looking 
up and down the road and back and forth and just storming, 
"Maybe she don't see so well. Maybe she got in a wreck." 

So he took the car out that very night a_nd come home 
with the car wrecked. That's how Bob gets even. If she 
would have been in the house when he come home, 0. K., but he 
took the car out and the car was wrecked, and then he took 
the car out and the car was wrecked, and then he took the 
other car and she never bad no car after that. 

Q. I believe the wrecked car sat in the yard for some time, 
didn't it? 

A. Oh, it sat there and the neighbors were going to call 
the police. In fa.ct, they did call somebody-I don't know 
whether it was the police or who. But this J. W. that was 
here just hounded her to death about that car sitting there 
and it was deteriorating his property. 

Q. You mean J. W. Thomas f 
A. Yes; he's a nagger. Ne nagged about the back yard, 

the swamp, and the garbage in the back yard. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 Mr. Lutins: (interposing) I object. That's 
page 111 ~ hearsay. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Did you hear him nag about it? 
A. Mr. Thomas f 
Q. Yes; Mr. Thomas. 
A. Definitely. . 
Q. Will you be surprised fo know that he testified that he 

did not? 
A. 011, he certainly did. He said that Betty would get 

typhoid from the mosquitoes in that swamp. You see, their 



68 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Ellen Copenhaver. 

house is down and all the people pump their water down in 
their yard and out of the flooded basements, so Bob had to 
get fill to raise theirs up and Bob wouldn't put fill in because 
the water would swamp in them and the neighbors would be 
mad at him, so he told me, and so they put up with the 
swamp, and Thomas would have a fit about that. 

Q. And you have actually heard Mr. Thomas complain 
about the swamp in the yard? 

A. Definitely, and Bob dug post holes in that yard and 
they are still out there, and Mrs. Thomas fell in one. 

And they were going to sue Bob for digging those post 
holes and never putting the fence in. There's no fence in 

yet-the holes are there. And Mr. Thomas came 
Dep. over to her house and he said to me, ''Look, 
2/8/58 Mom"-he called me Grandma-said, "I'll show 
page 112 r you what Mr. Sollie has done to this poor thing's 

furnace." And I said, "What do you mean what 
he done to the furnace? '' 

Q. Who are you talking about now? 
A. Mr. Thomas said he'd show me what Bob-what Bob 

had done to Patty's-"poor-" he called her "poor thing's 
furnace" and he took me down and Bob had changed some
thing. There is Home kind of a gadget, looks like brass or 
copper on the front, and he changed that little pipe some "\~ray 
and she was getting no heat. 

So J. \V. marched me out the back cellar over to his house 
and he said, ''Now, you see how mine is connected?'' And he 
opened the bottom some way and there is a steel wool thing 
on the side. He said, "Now, this is what he's done to harm 
Betty." He said, "The filter "-he called these filte.rs, and 
Bob had taken them out. He said, "That's why Betty breathes 
like she does because there's no filter in Bob's furnace. 

Q. J. W. Thomas told you that? 
A. Absolutely-if I never move-absolutely. I don't lniow 

anything about furnaces. I never lived in a nice home like 
that. I don't know these new gadgets and that's the truth. 
And Patty called the man and the man came and readjusted 
it. Bob had changed it. The man came and put it right, 
the way the house was built, and the furnace was installed. 
Yes, J. W. is the one. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 113 ~ 

They tormented her so had over that yard that 
she called the garbage people and started it again. 
Bob cut it off because you have to pay for garbage 
out there. · 

Q. And he cut the service off? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. What did he do tq dispose of the garbage then V 
A. Piled up in the back; yes, in that nice neighborhood. 
Q. Now, do you know anything about a plate being left off 

of a hot water heater exposing some live wires or some 
circuitsV 

A. In the corner of the cellar, there is this white water 
tank and on the front it has an opening, and Bob had cut 
down the water, the pressure, f.or hot water pressure-and 
he left this white thing off-the plate off-and in there, 
there is packing and coils and all that sort of stuff. 

Well, their basement is always flooded and it was full of 
muddy water, mold and mud, and Betty's toys were down 
there, her bike and things like that, and the children ran in 
and ·out and Mr. Thomas wouldn't allow his little boy to 
come in there because the children got in contact with those 
wires, they would be electrocuted, he said. 

Q. Mr. Thomas told you that~ 
A. Oh, yes, he did. He told Bob to his face to fix that; 

he certainly did tell Bob, ''Bob, you better fix that water 
- tank; that's dangerous. Betty Ann could get 

Dep. electrocuted and the dog.'' And he just ignored 
2/8/58 it. Bob didn't fix anything. 
page 114 ~ His parents bought them one of those fancy 

clothes poles that's aluminum and it stretches out 
like_ this (indicating) and it la.id in there, in that certain 
cellar, in Scotia-in the Scotia house-for I don't know how 
1ong and I went up there and I begged them to fix it up a:nd he 
·wouldn't fix it up till 'once we went a.round and around and 
finally he fixed it up. 

And the way he put that pole up that you could take it out, 
but you couldn't take the cup and move it down South here. 
'i\Then they moved down South, they had to get a different 
gadget to put that thing back in the hole for her. 

Q. 'i\T ell, Mrs. C-Openhaver, during the time that you have 
been in Roanoke, have you been workingV 

A. Oh, I always work. 
Q. What do you do V 
A. I press clothes ; anything to be cleaned and pressed, I 

can do it. I have been doing it 29 years. 
Q. 'Vhen did you get you~· apartment in Roanoke CityV 
A. It was after the holidays; it must have been some time 

in January, or maybe the first of February; I don't remember 
the exact date. 

Q. 1957? 
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A. Yes; but dates don't mean anything to me, Mr. Reed. 
Q. I see. Well, Mrs. Copenhaver, were you 

Dep. living-well, do you know about the occasion when 
2/8/58 Mrs. :Sollie went over to the Thomas house to use 
page 115 ~ the 'phone 1 Were you living there then~ 

A. Yes ; they were here at your place ( indi
cating the office all parties were seated in) and I was-they 
were to meet me downtown and take me home and I stopped 
up here and told your lady out there (indicating__secretary)-

Q. You 're speaking about they were here at my office 1 
A. Yes; they were here that time at your office. 
Q. All right. 
A. And then I stayed in town. I wasn't going home and I 

stayed in town and they went home and they had some kind 
.of trouble but in the meantime I went out to a little place 
called the Country Kitchen and I called for Bob to come and 
get me because there's no bus service and it's in their neigh
borhood-you know-you know what I mean, in that vicinity. 

So Bob came and got me and we bad a beer and we shot 
·some pool and we went home. And Pat was in the bedroom 
with the door locked and I said, ''Come on out.'' I said, 
"Let's have a cup of coffee." She said, "Go away; I'm 
not coming out." 

So the next day I got Bob up. You see, I would hear the 
alarm and I would wake Bob, and I woke Bob and Bob went 
on to work and Pat ca.me out and boy, her face was black and 
blue. I said, "What hit you~" She said, ''The master." 
I said, "You mean to tell me, he would hit you~" I never 
knew he'd ever hit her before. I said, "You mean to tell 
me, he would hit you 1" -"Yes." I says, "Why~" She said, 

''Well, I guess he was mad because we went to see 
Dep. Mr. Reed." I said, "What did you do~ ·where 
2/8/58 was Betty¥'' She said, "I ran over to Thomas's 
page 116 ~ and I called the Salem police.'' And she said, 

''Those police wouldn't come. They said come 
over and swear out a warrant.'' 

Q. Now, Mrs. Copenhaver,-
A. I said, "Well then, you get on that 'phone and call 

Mr. Reed." I said, "If it's come to blows, you're crippled 
up enough." I said, "You call Mr. Reed and see what can 
be done,'·' and she called you. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Copenhaver, did y.ou question Mr. Sollie 
about this occurrence that happened that night before you 
got home~ 

A. Bob came home nicer than ever, and when Bob Sollie 
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is nice, I wouldn't cross him for all the rice in Chiim because 
when he's nice, he's adorable. 

Q. He's adorable? 
A. Yes; he is. There's nobody any nicer than Bob when 

he wants to be nice, but there's nobody more spiteful when 
be wants to be. 

Q. Did you ask him what happened? 
A. I don't think we even discussed it. What I have said

I asked her not to. I know she was so afraid of him that 
a lot of times-I liked to jump in on things-and I had to 

keep my mouth shut because it's not for me. 
Q. Do you think your daughter is afraid of 

Mr. Sollie? 
Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 117 ~ A. I most definitely know she is afrajd of him. 

Q. Did you observe any specific instance when 
he punished the child while they were living out on Colony 
Lane? 

A. Yes. Patty belonged to some kind .of a bridge club
Q. Your daughter, you mean? 
A. Yes; my daughter, and she went to this bridge club 

this night and while Bob and I were at work, she made cookies, 
so I was in the den-I slept in the den on a borrowed roll
away bed-and I woke up aJ1d Betty was crying. I said, 
"What's going :on now? ·where's your mother? Isn't she 
home yeU" "No." . "Why are you crying?" "Daddy 
sat there and had cookies and milk and wouldn't give me 
any.,, 

So the milk glass was there and the cookies were there and 
I said, "Oh, Bob, give her one and then she'll go to bed 
for you.'' And he said, "I'm punishing her." 

Here's another dirty thing he did. w· e went to Big Boy's 
-Shoney's-is it Shoney's Big Boy out the road tl1ere? \Ve 
went there this Sunday a.nd Betty only knows to order grilled 
cheese and a milk shake. That's all she knows is on the 
menu, or something, so she got her grilled cheese and a 
milk shake. We had these big boys with potatoes. Bob had 
another order, and he got a little sliver of chocolate pie, and 
the girl put it up there and Betty saw it and she wanted a 

bite and he ate tlrn.t in front of her and wouldn't 
Dep. let her have a bite. 
2/8/58 He said, "\Vhy didn't you order for hed" He 
pa:ge 118 ~ wouldn't give his own child a bite of that pie. 

Oh, and the last day in Schenectady, they came 
to the shop where I was working and took me to dinner be
cause it vms their last day with me. 
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And we went to a spaghetti place and Bob had pizza pie and 
by some unknown reason the waitress brought this big pizza 
pie first before we ordered our dinner, and Betty_:like a 
child-wanted some. ''No.'' In the restaurant, there was 
a big row and he was going to take her in the car and beat 
her. 

I said, "You do and I don't eat. You can take me right 
home," a.nd Betty still didn't get the pizza pie. Now, is that 
a father with a baby? When a baby sees a cake, she's going 
to ·want some-it's only natural-but not Betty; she don't 
get it. 

Q. Now, I believe Mrs. ,Sollie is presently living with you 
or you are living with her? 

A. Well, I think we are struggling togethe.r. 
Q. Well, when did she come to live with you? 

· A. It was before Easter-the exact date, I don't know. 
Q. It was April 17th. Does that sound about right? In 

1957? 
A. It was in April of '57, and I had a one room 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 119 ~ 

apartment-
Q. And where was that apartment? 
A. 1017 Second Street, Gainsboro Apartments .. 
Q. In the City of Roanoke? 

A. In the City of Roanoke. 
Q. And where a.re you living now? 
A. 213 Albemarle, Southwest. 
Q. In R.oanoke City? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And is Mrs. Sollie and Betty living together with you 

there? 
A. Oh, yes. 
Q. And they have been since she left Mr. Sollie? 
A. Yes ; she had nowhere else to go and no money and 

no clothes. 
Q. What is Betty Ann's health condition at this time? 
A. Better. 
Q. \\That was the state of her health before she and Mrs. 

Sollie moved with you? 
A. Betty lived in a shell when he walked in. She just got 

like in a shell-was afraid to speak, was afraid to do any~ 
thing-and everything the poor thing did, she fumbled; even 
at the table she spilled her juice or milk through that because 
at the table, he's a disgrace. 

Q. How do you mean? 
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A. He overloads his plate and it drips down 
Dep. onto the table. They don't have tableclothes ; 
2/8/58 they have these little place mats because he never 
page 120 ~ allowed her to buy any linens, and it drips over 
· and he just eats and eats and eats, and if Betty 
tries to say anything, ''shut up. This is a place to eat,'' and 
that's when a child wants to talk to their daddy, when he gets 
home from work. 

Q. Now, you said that her condition had improved. In 
what respect W 

A. She's happy; she laughs; she sings. She takes dancing 
lessons and she tippy-toes around. You can see that she's 
relaxed. 

Q. Has she gained· any weight W. 
A. Yes; she has, but lww much-I don't know. And she's 

so much-she's alive ·and all. 
Q. Has Mr. Sollie been over to visit with the child since 

Mrs. Sollie has been living with you here in the City of 
Roanoke? 

A. \Vell, they separated in April and we never sa;w Bob 
until in the hot Summer~! think it was August and he came 
and brought the toys-Betty's toys. 

And I used to call him U:p and ask him to please bring 
those toys, she's crying for them, and :finally, I said, ''After 
all, I bought them, Bob, and sent what I sent up from Pitts-

burgh and Alaska"-you see, because I bought a 
Dep. · lot of things for the baby because she's my only 
2/8/58 grandchild. · 
page 121 F Q. And it wa.s all this time until you first 

saw him~ 
A. Until you or the Judge-I wasn't in on it-got him to 

bring those toys, or Mr. Lutins-somebody told him to bring 
tJ1e toys. 

Q. .And you hadn't seen him from the time Mrs. Sollie left 
l1im until August? 

A. Not at our house, but I think I was in Court. 
· Q. Has he come to visit with the child or express any 
interest in the child~ 

A. Oh, no. He never came near her, aa:id then her birth
day was September 20th and Patsy called him up and sent 
him an invitation and then called him and said, "Please 
come for I'm having a party. Please come for the pa.rt.y. '' 
And he came down and he was there a c.ouple of nights before 
the party, or maybe a week ·or so before the party. 
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And he said, "You buy Betty a present and I'll pay you," 
so he came then to the party, and she said, ''Bob, will you 
go get the soda.?" And he went and got the soda. And then 
he had to go; he had an appointment some· place, he said, 
and he left shortly after. He didn't stay very long and he 
left. 

And then I don't remember when he came back but Betty 
sometimes wanted to talk to him and I called you,-didn !t I, 
Bob, call you-and I said, "Betty wants to call you," and 
I'd get the number and let Betty talk to him at his house, but 

he don't make no effort to come to see Betty, I 
Dep. ; know. 
2/8/58 Q" What about this past Christmas 7 Did he 
page 122 ~ give her any presents for Christmas 7 

· A. Yes; he brought her a record player, some 
kind of a bug that you wind up like a ladybug a1nd a little 
toy sewing machine. 

Q. Did he spend a lot of time with her on Christmas? 
A. N·one. I begged him for about three hours. He came 

out of the hospital and I called him and I says, "Please," 
I says, ''come on d~wn here and stay with them just over the 
holiday," and I said, "Why can't you get together and treat 
these kids right and, after all, women are women and it's no 
difference. You might get five mew wives but you '11 still think 
of the mother of your child.'' He says, ''I have to go to 
Ohio and rest." That's what he told me. 

Q'. Going back just a minute, Mrs. Copenhaver. When 
you were living with the Sollies on Colony Lane, what did Mr. 
Sollie do with his time at night7 Did he stay at home? 

A. See, they have a pool and the riders would drop him 
out and he picked up the paper from the mail box and he came 
in the house, looking like Draccula and then we ate because 
I came in from work shortly before him, and then we would 
eat and Bob picked up-he has a gray jacket-he picked up 
the jacket and he took off. 

Q. ·when would he come home~ 
Dep. A. Oh, maybe 11 :00 or 11 :30-after the beer 
2/8/58 joint closed, and she'd say, "Where ·were you 
page 123 ~ tonight7" "Country Kitchen"-"Country Kit-

chen"-that's why I knew about the Country 
Kitchen. 

Q. Did he ever take Mrs. Sollie out with him; did they ever 
go places and do things together 7 

A. I baby-sat for them New Year's and they went to a party 
and they came home and they were fussing, and then I went 
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on to work because I had to work New Year's Day and when 
I came home tha.t night, then I said, "Vilhat happened? 
Can't you go out once ·a year and have fun?'' And then, 
as I understand it, Bob got loaded and he started a big fight at 
this place. 

Q. Well, I'm just trying to find out generally whether 
they went out together. 

A. No. 
Q1

• They did not? 
A. No; he didn't enjoy her. He didn't have to take 

her anywhere; he couldn't afford it, he said. 
Q. Are you trying to tell the Court that all the fa.ult of 

this unhappy marriage is Mr. Sollie's faulU · 
A. No; I can't say that-that it's all his fault, but I do 

say, the way I saw it,. that if a man wants to make a home, 
you've got to give and take, and if she wanted to go down
town when there was a White Sale-here in Roanoke, you have 
a dollar sale or something-she'd beg him, "Let me have a 

few dollars just to go down and look around.'' 
Dep. "No." You can't live like that. 
2/8/58 Q. You're not trying to give the impression 
page 124 ~ that Mrs. Sollie is without any faults whatsoever, 

are you? 
A. Mr. Reed, I raised her; I know her. I wouldn't say 

that. . If I thought she were infallible, I'd be afraid she's 
have wings and take off and leave me and I'd never see 
her. 

Q. You think it would be fair to say some of the problems 
they had were caused by her?. 

A. V\T ell, I would say tha.t they were aggravated because 
if a malll made me live. like my daughter bad to live with 
this one, I wouldn't have taken it for seven yea.rs, children 
or no children. I'd have got out and scrubbed floors. 

When a. man tells me when I can speak and when I can 
have a quarter to go down to the drug store for a coca cola, 
that's when I'm going to be dowill here washing your walls. 

Q. Just one or two more questions now and Mr. Lutins 
will want to ask you some questions. How does Betty Ann 
get along with her mother? 

A. Oh, follows her like a leech, just follows her to the bath
room, follows her everywhere. In fact, she sometimes gets on 
Patty's nerves she's so close-they are very, very close. 
And she would like to like Bob but Bob don't have no use for 
her. Betty's a very lovable child,~ very lovable. 

Q. Does Mrs. Sollie take care of her? 
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A. Absolutely. 
Dep. Q. Does she stay home with her 3!t night? 
2/8/58 A. Never goes out. Where would she go in this 
page 125 r town? we don't know anybody here. 

Q. Is she in school? 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. Does she go to school regularly? 
A. Absolutely. Betty likes school. We send her in a cab 

in the morning and the baby sitter gets her in the afternoon. 
Q. I believe, at the present time, Mrs. Sollie is working 

for Ke1I1rose? 
A. Right. 
Q. Does she employ someone to look after the child while 

she's not at home
A. Yes. 
Q. -or you are not at home? 
A. Yes; ·we have a young girl, a High School student, 

who gets her at 2 :30 and stays with her until her mothet 
comes home from work and then Patty makes the supper and 
I come in at 6 :00. 

Q. Have you and Mrs. Sollie combined your income to
gether, with what Mr. Sollie is providing for the child, to 
meet your living expenses ? 

A. Well, there's no markimg down or budgeting. My 
allotment check comes on the first of the month and-boom-

it goes for expenses, and what he ·pays, it goes 
Dep. for the expenses there, and our salaries-we buy 
2/8/58 food and take care of necessities like· hose or 
page 126 r things like that. After all, I make $34.00 a week. 

\Vhat do I have left out of it when I buy food? 
Q. Are you saving any money? 
A. Saving~ Man, I didn't have a dish or fa.c:e towel or 

anything when that girl piled herself in on me. I lived out of 
a foot locker. My husband is a G. I. I travel with him. I 
don't want to be saddled with this mess, and that's why I'd 
like to see them get together. 

Q. You'd rather see them live happy together than to live 
unhappily apart? 

A. Absolutely, and I think anybody can change. 
Q. To your lmowledge, has Mrs. Sollie attempted to make 

any kind of a reconciliation with Mr. Sollie since they have 
separated? 

A. Oh, absolutely, and this is a surprise to me-he's been 
there so many times and you should see them on the couch; 
lovey-dovey. I thought sure, "Oh, boy; I'm tickled to death-
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I'm getting rid of them.'' Yeah, then all at once, then this 
comes (indicating the taking of depositions). 

Sure, I thought I was rid .of them. I even told him, I said, 
"Look, you can take this furniture." I said, "You know, 
I'll manage to pay for it and you need it out there anyway, 
and I'll take -off because my husband is coming in March and 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 127 r 

I want to go where he goes.'' I'm going to have 
another honeymoon. I haven't seen him for three 
yea.rs. 

Q. What is your-what is his attitude with 
rega.rd to reconciling 1 

A. From the la.st reports-and this is hearsay-as Mr. 
Lubins says-

Mr. Lu tins: The name is Lu tins. 
Mr. Reed: Maybe Mr. Lutins won't want you to testify 

if it's hearsay. 
Mr. Lutins: We want it to be consistent. 
The \Vitness: Patty said, "Mom, Bob said if I go to his 

church, he'll think about ta.king Betty and I back.'' I said, 
"Go ahead a1nd go because one church is as good as another. 
If you don't have it in your heart, you don't have it any
where.'' So, Patsy-he don't even. know where his church 
is. His religion is a farce-so Patsy looked in the directory 
and found that they have a. church down here of his religion 
and plans a.re made for Sunday. Well, she's still waiting. 

By Mr. Reed: ( contirrrnes examination) ) 
Q. ·what I want to find ·out is, has, in your opinion, Mrs. 

Sollie tried to make a. bona fide effort for them-for both of 
t1rnm-to patch up their differences and go back together 
and live like man and wife should, since they have been 
separated f 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 128 r 

she tried1 

A. Yes ; and from the very day that I knew she 
''ms married, she wanted to live with Bob, but 
she's afraid of him. · 

Q. Well, I'm trying to find out what his atti
tude is. Does she want to fore with him or "has 

A. Oh, yes; she bas tried, and I have tried, and the baby 
has tried, and even asking him to go back together, and 
Bob told me that he didn't want it; be likes it the way he's 
living and he couldn't stand her, so what could I do~ I can't 
]1i t him on the head and sav, "You are going to live with my 
daughter." I like Bob. I don't care who she would hav'e 
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married, I would have liked him because she got a man 
and I was rid of her. I '11 help them. 

Q. In other words, you think she's old enough to take 
care of herself? 

A. Yes ; I think so. 
Q. And you want to go about your business and-
A. I have problems of my own, you know. My home is a 

different house and I live different from a lot of other people. 

Mr. Reed: I think that's all the questions I have, Mrs. 
Copenhaver. If you will am.swer Mr. Lutins' questions now. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, you are Mrs . .Sollie's mothed 

A. Yes. All right. Your daughter, the com-
Dep. plainant in this matter, has alleged that on Feb-
2/8/58 ruary 3, 1951, she and Mr. Sollie, the respondent 
page 129 ~ in this matter, were lawfully married. 

A. Yes. 
Q. To your knowledge, that is correct? 
A. (The witness nodded her head.) 

. Q. Further, they have alleged-rather she has alleged in 
her bill and I quote: 

That one child has been born to your complainant and the 
· defendant, namely, Elizabeth Ann Sollie, who was born on 

September 20, 1951. 

A. Right. 
, Q. That's correct, to the best of your knowledge? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Now, there appears mathematically that that was a 

seven months' child. 
A. Well, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 

September-that's eight months, isn't iU 
Q. To your knowledge, was the child born prematurely? 
A. I don't know. I was so glad when she got her,-I don't 

ever know. 
Q. Where were you when the child was born? 
A. Right in that hospital. 
Q. Right with her, weren't you? 
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A. Oh, yes. . . 
Dep. Q. You had given her the care which a mother 
2/8/58 ordinarily would give her child in labor 1 
page 130 ~ A. Oh, sure. 

A. Yes. 
Q. You were there beside her 1 

Q. Do you know that, as a matter of fact, this child was 
conceived prior to the date that they were lawfully married 1 

A. I wasn't there; I don't know. 
Q. Had you ever heard any conversation that Betty Aim 

was conceived prior to the time that the parties hereto were 
married? 

A. I don't h'llow when she was conceived, but I know she 
was born. 

Q. Didn't you hear some conversation 1 
A. Yes; Bob tells me that he don't think that she's his. 
Q. But you heard some co1iversation that the child was 

conceived out of wedlock-just answer my question yes or 
no. 

A. I can't say that; no. 
Q. The answer is no 1 
A. Because I didn't know how long they were married 

before Betty was born until you asked me. 
Q. Didn't you engage in some conversation with your 

daughter after you found out the facts as to when they 
were married and when she was born there was a possibility 

that she was conceived out of wedlock and didn't 
Dep. you chide your daughter as a result .of that 1 
2/8/58 A. Yes; I remember when she came to Pitts-
page 131 ~ burgh, yes. 

Q. That's right, and you said. "Pat, this child 
was born out of wedlock'' or you said words to that effect
purported to say thaU 

A. No. 
Q. You never did chide her about it 1 
A. No. 
Q. But in the back of your mind, there was still that idea 

that the child was so born 1 
A. It wouldn't have mattered to me. I loved that child and 

I never said anything like that because I like that child. I 
like everybody. 

=Q. Now, didn't Bob Hollie tell you at one time that the 
child was conceived .out of wedlock? 

A. No; he didn't. 
Q. He never made such a statement? 
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A. He's too big a coward. 
Q. Too big of a coward~ 
A. Yes; he would never face facts. 
Q. Well, you knew what the fa.ct was, thougM 
A. If I knew it, it didn't matter. 
Q. I see. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 132 r 

A. And it still doesn't matter. 
Q. But, after re.fleeting, you see that he did do 

the manly thing; he. married your daughter. 
A. He signed a marriage license and married 

her. 
Q. He married her~ 
A. She paid for it and pa.id for the rmg. 
Q. But he married her, didn't he~ 
A. Yes ; a1I1d they fought over that. 
Q. He married her? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, Mrs. Sollie was with you approximately four 

months prior to the time that you all-all three of you decided 
that you would go to Schenectady, New York; is- that cor
rect? 

A. Yes. 
Q. At any time, did you live'---strike that. At any time, 

did you live-strike that, too. At any time, did Mr. and 
Mrs. Sollie live with you at your residence~ 

A. Week-ends, he lived there. 
Q. He came in on week-end visits? 
A. Yes; from that school in Maryland-Bliss Electric 

School in Maryland. 
Q. But when he came back personally, he never lived with 

you at your residence, did he and his wife? 
A. After he graduated, he came to live there. He had 

no place else to live because he came to Pittsburgh. His 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 133 r 

people lived in Ohio. 
Q. I see. How long did he live with you, ap

proximately~ 
A. About a month because he graduated in June 

and he went to Ohio in July. 
Q. Then he said, "Mom, let's go to Schenectady~" 
A. He said, ''Mom, you 're going.'' 
Q. "You're going"? He was going to take care of you, 

wasn't he? 
A. Take care of me? 
Q. Certainly. 
A. I take care of myself. I went to help them because 
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they didn't have ailly money and no jobs and a baby was 
coming. 

Q. He wanted you with them. He wanted you ·with him¥ 
A. V\T ell, who else was going with .them? 
Q. I see. 
A. His parents run them out of- Ohio. . They didn't want 

the disgrace there. · · 
Q. What disgrace? 
A. They knew the baby was coming. They thought it was 

too soon but to me it didn't matter if it had come that da.y
it would have been all right with me. 

Q. You didn't believe that they were married, so y.ou -re
quested some · evidence and .they showed you the m~.rriage 
license ; isn't that correct? 

A. It isn't that I didn't believe it. I said, ''Do 
Dep. you have a marriage license¥'' because I had to 
2/8/58 take her. I was rooming at the time with a. doe-
page 134 ~ tor's wife and I had to take her to my sleeping 

room-the only sleeping room there-we were 
only sleeping there, not boarding, and I had to take her in 
and him because he had no place to stay and no money. 

So I gave them my room a:nd slept downstairs on the couch, 
and I had to show a marriage license to the landlady. 

Q. Oh, I see. · 
A. That's why I asked for the marriage. license. 
Q. But you knew all along: that they wei·e married, as soon 

as she told you that they were married? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Vi.7 ell, it struck you as being odd, though, didn't it, that 

he had done this thing-that he had married her, your 
daughter¥ 

A. No; all m:y life I vrnnted a son and I was proud the 
day she brought him home. _. 

Q. But how about this particular son? Did that surprise 
you as to who the son 'vas? · 

A. I didn't know him. I never saw him in my life· before 
but I liked him. I liked· his looks ; I like your looks, too. I 
liked him. Ask him if I didn't. 

Q. Now, you say that your son in law pa.id for the child 
prior to its birtM 

A. Yes. 
Dep. Q. Pa.id for the hospital bills¥ 
2/8/58 A. I went with him to get the money out of the 
page 135 ~. bank. · · · 

Q. He made provisions? · · · 
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A; Yes. 
· Q. And was concerned-he was concerned, wasn't he? 
A. No; not excited like a new father. We went to the

she was walking around with labor and I got excited, "We 
better go; we better go.'' He said, ''No, wait, wait.'' Of 
course, that's Bob's nature. It takes an hour to get his 
shoes .on, so we waited and finally she was crying and I was 
crying aind we went and we took her and we got there. 

Then they examined her and they told us we could go home 
so we stopped in and had a few drinks and then we went 
home from there. Then the next day-

Q. Well, that's all right. You have answered my question. 
Now, you say it was an unhappy marriage from the begin
ni;ng-never did seein to like each other, did they? 

A. No; I don't know whether they liked each other or 
they liked to pick at each other. 

Q. Well, you made the-
A. They couldn't agree on anything. 
Q. You made the statement that it was an unhappy mar

riage from the beginning. 
A. I would call it that. 

Q. Didn't seem to like each other. That's your 
Dep. statement; that's what you said? 
2/8/58 A. Yes; it surprised me that two people would 
page 136 ( marry in that state of mind. 

Q. All right. Now, when you said "they," I 
imagiine you meant the complainant and respondent in this 
matter. 

A. I meant both Bob and Patty. 
Q. Right. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Patty-Patty? 
A. Patty. I called her Patty. Her name is Patricia Ann. 
Q. She didn't seem to like him either, did she? It was a 

two way proposition, wasn't it? He didn't care for her and 
she didn't care for him? 

A. Yes; I guess you ·would say that, Mr. Lutins; yes. 
Q. Now, you went up to Schenectady-strike that. Vv as 

there trouble in Scotia, New York? 
A. Trouble in Schenectady, New York, too. 
Q. Well, let me ask you, did your daughter appear to 

be jealous when this woman that your son in law was al
legedly flirting with-when this took place, did she appear to 
be jealous ; is she jealous? 

A. Well, she certainly did1i't relish it. 

I 
_J 
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Q. Is she of a jealous nature, do you think? 
A. Well, no. I don't say she's catty jealous or 

Dep. suspici-0us natured but she has feelings. 
2/8/58 Q. Is she easy to get along with-your daugh-
pa.ge 137 ~ ter? 

A. No; she's not an angel. 
Q. She is difficult to get a.Jong with, .isn't she? 
A. Not all the time. She has her moments. 
Q. But there are times when she is qifficult to get along 

with? 
A. Well, so am I. I guess you are, too; so is Bob, but
Q. But you noticed that she was difficult at times to get 

along with? 
A. ·well, who isn'U 
Q. Well, at times, being a mother, you might not be so 

objective, but you n-0ticed it and you are her mother; isn't 
that correct? 

A. I am her mother; yes. 
Q. And you noticed this. In fact, on occasions, you have 

even had arguments with her-right? 
A. I have to sit her down; that's my job. If I don't teach 

her and help her, who is going to look out for her? 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, I want you to tell the Court what 

took place approximately two weeks ago with reference fo an 
argument you and your daughter engaged in pertaining to 
your granddaughter. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 138 ~ 

Lu tins. 

A. My granddaughter? · 
Q. Yes; yes. 
A. Two weeks ago? 
Q. Yes : approximately two weeks ago. 
A. Nothing concerning my granddaughter, Mr. 

Q. Well, all right. Did you have an argument with your 
daughter approximately two weeks ago 1 • 

A. She and I had a spat; yes, sir. 
Q. It was quite a spat, wasn't iU 
A. Oh, no more than any mother or daughter might have. 
Q. Were any 'phone calls made 1 
A. I called Bob. 
Q. You c.a.lled Bob? 
A. Yes, sir; I did. I said, "You get down here and get 

your wife and child out of here." 
Q. I see. Well, what was she doing? 
A. I don't know exactly what she was doing but she was 

bawlin~ me out because I bad gone dowri the street and had 
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a few beers, arid she don't like me to have beers, and I buy 
them and I think it's my business. 

Q. You drink beer Y 
A. Occasionally. 
Q. You drink whiskey? 
A. No. 
Q. Just beed ·: 

A. I did at one time but I am not allowed to 
Dep. drink it any more. · 
2/8/58 Q. And after being with your daughter, this 
page 139 r happened approximately two or three weeks ago

you were practically fed up, weren't you f You 
wanted Bob to get her .out and get her back to where they 
were livingf 

A. Well, I still think she should go hack. 
Q. In other words, the situation isn't that bad, isn't iU 

It wasn't that bad when she left, was iU ' 
A. I think any situation can be ironed out. 
Q. Then why would you want your daughter to go back into 

a situation which you think is horrible f 
A. I think it is horrible, but I think he can change be-

cause he's 30 years old and he should change. 
Q. Then, it's not hopeless f 
A. No; nothing is hopeless. 
Q. He wasn't a.bout to kill her f 
A. Well, let's hope not. 
Q. Well, it didn't appear· to you that he was about to kill 

herf 
A. Well, you can kill people without striking them. You 

can torture them to death. 
Q. Did it appear that he was torturing her to death 1 
A. Absolutely. 
Q. And you wanted her to go back and submit herself to 

this torture, which may result in death f 
Dep. A. If he would change-
2/8/58 Q. Was there a possibility that he would 
page .140 ~ change~ 

A. I believe everybody can change. That's my 
belief. 

Q. Was there a possibility that he would torture her to 
death 1 

A. Why not f You even wanted them to go back. Don't 
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you think they could get together and straighten things out. 
They are grown people. 

Q. Just answer my questions. I can't am.swer yours. In 
other words, the situation wasn't hopeless when she left on 
April 16, 1957 and the situation wasn't such as to be com
pletely detrimental to her health, and wasn't something un
bearable in your opinion 1 

A. It was the might before because he had beat Betty. 
That's why she left him. \\Tell, as far as I know, he beat 
Betty the night before. They had company there and he 
punished Betty and Ann Sydnor said, "My, the gleam in his 
eye when he can punish that child.'' 

Q. Was she interpreting his extreme cruelty to herself, in 
your 1opinion 1 

A. I wasn't there and didn't see it. 
Q. Then you can't testify as to what the situation was 

prior to April 16, 1957 ~ 
A. I'm telling you why she left. Tha.t's a11 I knov,r why she 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 141 r 

left. 
Q. You only know what she told you 1 
A. I only know that; yes. 
Q. I see. Then you don't know that she was 

suffering extreme cruelty to herself~ 
A. Well, look at her face. 
Q. You don't know, as a matter of fact 1 You weren't 

there. 
A. Not at that particular time. 
Q. You don't know that she had reasonable apprehension 

of bodily harm and injury to her health~ 
A. The baby did. 
Q'. I'm not speaking of tlrn baby. I'm speaking of the 

complainant in this matter, who is Patricia Ann Hughes 
Sollie. Answer my question, please. Do you want me to 
restate that 1 

A. Yes; would you please~ I didn't understand it. 
Q. Then, to your knowledge, she didn't have a reasonable 

apprehension of bodily harm and injury to her health 1 
A. Every night she lived with him, I couldn't sleep. It 

got so bad out there. 
Q. And yet you _were willing to send her back in this 

situation~ 
A. If he can straighten out; yes, I think a man and wife 
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should be together. Now, .remember, I said if he can straigh

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 142 ~ 

of me. 

ten out, amd I'd like to see it. 
Q. But there was a possibility that it could 

beoome a reality in your eyes; isn't that correct? 
A. No ; because I never think anything is hope

less. I keep praying to God and God takes care 

Q. Well, it hasn't gone to such a state that nothing could 
ever be done about it; isn't that correct-as far as you knew, 
isn't that correct? 

A. Well, it's my belief. I believe that way. 
Q. Alhight. Now, you ca.me down here October, 1956 at the 

request of your son in law? 
A. No; I called Bob and asked him could I come. 
Q. And he said, ''Come on down, Mom, the more the 

merrier''? 
A. Right. Yes; he did, right over the 'phone. 
Q. He didn't say, ''Don't come down, Mom,'' or ''Stay 

away from here''? 
A. No. 
Q. Or ''You'd better not come here,'' did he? 
A. He ·never did say that to me. 
Q. In other words, he requested that you come down? 
A. Yes. 
Q. All right. You ea.me in. They were still fussing

right? 
A. They weren't even speaking at the bus depot. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 143 ~ 

Q. He wasn't hitting her or beating her, was 
he, at that time? 

A. Not in a public bus station. 
Q. Had it not been a public bus station, would 

he have ever beat and struck her, do you think? 
A. I can't answer that. 
Q. You have never seen him strike her, have you? 
A. Only once, at her. 
Q. Oh, struck at her? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Have you ever seen him strike her? 
A. In New York. 
Q. In New York? 
A. New York; yes, I did, when she called the girl
Q. .Aind you actually-

Mr. Reed : Let her answer the question. 
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A. (Continued) She called his secretary that worked with 
him and he went up and grabbed the 'phone. He didn't strike 
her but he had the 'phone and he put his elbow into her back 
here and backed her against the wall until she was pretty 
breathless, and I don't know if you call that striking or 
kicking or what you call it, but he pushed her anyway. 

By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination) 
Q. You never saw him strike her with his open hand or 

fist? 
A. I don't think they'd be in he.re toda.y. He'd 

Dep. have had no head. 
2/8/58 Q. Then your ans-wer to my question is, you 
page 144 r have not ever seen him strike her with an open 

hand or fist¥ 
A. "With his arm-elbow. 
Q. It would surprise you that he would strike her, wouldn't 

it? 
A. No; I always feared it. 
Q. You always feared it¥ 

j. A. Yes. 
Q. But yet you were surprised when you came d-0wn here

let me finish my question-in October, 1956, and you found 
that she had been allegedly struck by her husband and you 
said to yourself, ''My God, I never thought he'd go that 
far"~ 

A. It ·wasn't that I didn't think he would go that far. I 
was surprised that she kept it from me this long. When he 
put me on the plane for Alaska, Mr. Lutins, I begged him-I 
said, "Bob, please get together and stop this nagging and 
bickering and don't ever hit her because I don't like to see 
people fight,'' didn't I, Bob~ You put me on the plane for 
Alaska. 

Q. N-0w, let's get to this incident of him allegedly pointing 
the goose neck lamps into the eyes of his child in the form 
of punishment. My question with reference to that is, do 
you recall what the act was whicJ1 your granddaughter was 

being punished for in this instance~ 
Dep. A. On ·occasions before this exact minute, or this 
2/8/58 exact episode, Bob ca.me home and he looked at 
page 145 r his house. n was always his house-never their 

home-his house, my house, my furniture, every-
thing is mine-Bob's. · 

And he looked to see whether the furniture was damaged 
or the house was damaged, so the pa.int was washable and I 
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would always go-the little girl was small-and I would 
always go, if she did happen to get onto a pencil-and I would 
wash them off, and I don't know why I didn't pull the draw 
drapes and so the sun cmae in on that big window and I 
didn't pull those draw drapes; otherwise, I would have had 
them washed off. 

Q. Well, Betty Ann is like so many children between the 
ages of 3 and 5, she is destructive, isn't she~ 

A. Well, you couldn't say that. I guess you might say the 
kid is normal; she is not a .rowdy. She is a little lady. 

Q. Your son in law showed concerned because he, as far 
as you had seen, attempted to reprimand his child. Now, the 
only thing you differed on at this particular point was the 
method of reprimanding, wasn't that iU 

A. Yes ; because she just bought her glasses. · ,:. 
Q. After you found that she had done something wrong, 

you had no qualms with that. It was the method that was 
being used to punish her~ 

A. I told him, "You can whip her, smack her, or whip her, 
but don't torture her." That, to me was torture. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 146 ~ 

A. Yes. 

Q. In other words, he was doing those things 
which ordinarily a father would do but, in your 
opinion, he wasn't doing them in the right way~ 

A. No. 
Q. Isn't that true~ 

Q. I understand. He was exercising some authority over 
the child. He showed some concern as far as the child was 
concerned~ 

A. That didn't look like concern to me, Mr. Lutins. 
Q. This habit ·of biting the child on the lobe of the ear. 

That is not clear in my mind. 
A. And it doesn't make sense to me. 
Q. Was that, in your eyes-was that a form of punishment, 

or what do you call it~ Did you ever inquire; did you find 
out-what did this mean, or what was the .reason for iH 

A. Just to him-I asked him, "Why do you torture that 
child like that~" Picked her up, and "Let me see your 
pants.'' The next thing throw her over and the ear was 
bitten. 

Q. He was playing with her~ 
A. He made tooth marks-oh, you don't play that way. 
Q. Didn't it appear on the surface that he was playing, 

until you saw what happened as the result of his playing 
with her~ 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 89 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 147 r 

Ellen Copenh01Ver. 

A. \\Tell, that isn't playing with a little child. 
Q. Did he say he was punishing her by biting 

her on the ear lobe? 
A. No. He'd walk in the room and she'd be 

there and he'd pick her up and dump her, then 
''Let me see what pants you have on today.'' And it wound 
up in a scuffle. She'd be struggling to get free because he'd 
be holding her so tight-Hoh plays rough. 

Q. He plays rough? 
A. Yes; he does. 
Q. He plays. So it appeared he was playing? 
A. Well, I guess you'd call it playing, but that's too 

rough. 
Q. All right. He even played with his dog and you inter-

fered-right? 
A. I never opened my mouth. I just saw it. 
Q. You thought, "That's no way to play with a dog." 
A. Oh, I think that's terrible to treat an animal like 

that. 
Q. But he was playing with that dog? 
A. He wasn't playing. He certainly wasn't playing. He 

came in, flopped doVirn-he never bent Iris knees-he'd flopped 
down in the chair and the poor dog was there and he gouged 
his feet in it like it was an ottoman and worked his feet in 
that dog's stomach. Now, you call that playing? There's 
something wrong with a man's mind whei!l he does that, and 

something's wrong with Bob that way. He en-
Dep. joys other people cringing. 
2/8/58 Q. This two car incident. He was concerned 
page 148 r over his wife's disappearance. Didn't it appear 

that way to you? He went outside and looked 
a.round-where is his wife? 

A. I th:link he was more owrried a.bout the Buick because 
the Buick was better than the Chevvy. 

Q. But his words were, ''I wonder what happened to 
hed" 

A. "Where could she be." 
Q. "Where could she be''? 
A Yes He asked me, ''How long has she been gone, 

1\fom ~" 
A I said, "I don't know" 
Q Did y;ou hear him say, ''I wonder where the car is''? 
A. Yes. "I wonder where she has that car." He said 

something about the condition of the car. I don't know 
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what it was because I don't know anything about a car. I 
don't drive. 

'Q. You don't recall what he said about the condition of the 
car? 

A. I don't even recall what it was. 
Q. Biit he showed concern because the condition might, in

. directly, affect his wife 7 
A. I guess so; I don't know. I told you, I don't know 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 149 ~ 

am.ything about a car. 
Q. In other words, the tires might be bad and 

as a result she might go off the road 7 
A. It wasn't the tires. 
Q·. I don't mean that specifically; I'm general-

1zmg. He showed some concern for her 7 
A. I guess you would say concern. 
Q. And he took that other car out7 
A. No; he took the Buick out after she ca.me home and 

he wrecked the Buick that night. 
Q. You don't know whether or not he purposely wrecked 

it or-
.A.. No; I just know the Buick was wrecked. 
Q. And you don't-you can't testify to that. I see. How 

does your daughter g~t along with her neighbors, which 
you have observed? 

A. Her neighbors 7 
Q. Certainly-with her neighbors. 
A. Well, these that were here today were her buddy-bud

dies They were in for coffee-but she was in their house. 
Q. What you have observed when you were there with 

them-how did your daughter get along with her neighbors 7 
A. Only once I remember of her having a fuss over the 

child, when the child was small. They lived in the court 
where all of the children played together in the fenced home, 

and they all had to play together. Outside of 
Dep. that, I'd say she gets along pretty well with neigh-
2/8/58 hors. 
page 150 r Q. Generally 7 

A. Yes; unless somebody does something. 
Q. Don't you think she is difficult to get along with when 

she's with her neighbors 7 
A. I woul<;J.n 't say that. She is so ·wrapped up in Betty, if 

somebody tried to get ahead of Betty or do Betty wrong, she 
sticks up foT Betty. 

Q. You said she's so wrapped up in Betty? 
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A. She's good to the neighbors. She goes baby-sitting for 
them. 

Q. Let's get back to that she is so wrapped up in Betty. Do 
you approve of the way she's wrapped up with Bettyf In other 
words, don't you think she, at times, shows a little too much 
concern over Betty f 

A. No; I really, honestly, don't think so. 
Q. Do you think that a mother could show too much concern 

for a child 1 
A. Yes; I think so. 
Q. But you don't think your daughter has shown that much 1 
A. No. 
Q. She reprimands your granddaughter often 1 
A. Enough for she anc1 I to get in a fuss over it sometimes. 

Q. In other words, she has reprimanded that 
child to the extent which even you have disap
proved of? 

A. VI ell, she makes her eat some kind of food 

Dep. 
2/8;158 
page 151 ~ 

some times, and I say, ''Maybe the child doesn't 
like it and if you don't like spinach, you 're not going to eat 
it.'' I think a child is allowed to say, ''No,'' if she doesn't like 
it. 

Q. In other words, she's been guilty of the same things 
which you have reprimanded your son in law fod 

A. Oh, no, never. She couldn't be that brutal to anybody. 
Q. But she has punished the child in such a way that 

you didn't approve of it~ 
A. No; she's never abused her. I can't say that. 
Q. Maybe harrassed would be the better word. 
A. You'll have to define that. I only went as far as high 

school and that's a four syllable word and I don't understand 
it. ' 

Q. Well, you got into arguments with her for the way she 
treated Betty, by your own admissions. · 

A. '\li,T ell, that's a grandma's privilege. I love that kid, too. 
Q. Well, I understand-
A. They only bad her but I love her, too, and I'm good to 

her. 
Q. And you stuck up for little Betty 1 

A. I •always do. 
Dep. Q. You didn't want anyone taking advantage of 
2/8/158 bed 
page 152 ~ A. If Betty's wrong, I punish her, too. I put her 

on a chair, I stand her in the corner, or I don't 
bring her a present-and I know she loves presents. 

Q. And you had arguments 'vith both your son in law and 
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daughter in the way they reprimanded Betty~ Answer it yes 
or no, please. 

A. Not with both of them. 
Q. "'Which one have you had arguments with~ 
A. Well, at different times, I have had arguments with both. 

I'll admit that. 
Q. All right, Then that ansvvers my question. You know 

where the Country Kitchen is, I believe. 
A. I don't know how to get there but I have been there. It's 

out in the Colony-out somewhere in the country. 
·Q. You have been and prior to this date-friendly with 

your son in law¥ 
A. I am now. I was hurt when he wouldn't speak to me when 

I walked in here now, and you, too. When I see you again, I '11 
remember you and talk to you. 

Q. I remember you, too. Now, you had some beer with your 
son in law and shot some pool 7 

A. Many times in New York, Pennsylvania

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 153 r 

Q. You were both buddies 7 
A. Yes. 
Q'. He wasn't such a had guy, was he7 
A. That's what I say. I don't think anybody is 

bad. 
Q. He's not a wife-beater, is he7 
A. I never saw him beat his wife. 
Q. And he's not 'a child torturer 7 
A. Yes, I think he does torture the baby. 
·Q. Torture 7 
A. Yes; I think-this is my thinking now, the way I see it, 

and I even asked him, ''Well, give me Betty and you kids start 
over and you come and see Betty any time you wish, if Bettty 
is in the way.'' I've done everything, Mr. Lutins. I cried; I 
pleaded with them. 

Q. With both of them 7 
A. Yes; with both of them. 
Q. It would possibly be better for Betty if neither one of 

the parties had the child, for Betty's sake7 
A. Well, no. I thought if they'd let me have her for awhile 

until they got to know each other better. 
Q.: It would be better for Betty7 
A. That's what I talked to them about. 
Q. And that's where your immediate concern was, wasn't it 

-with your granddaughter7 
A. I wanted them to be happy-all three of them. Yes; I do. 
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Mrs. Sollie: (interposing) He's trying to 
trick you to say I'm unfit for Betty. 

Mr .. Reed: Mrs. Sollie, don't interject any re
marks. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
Q. Now, you say that your daughter-she now dances 

around, she laughs-
A. She certainly does. 
Q. -she's happy 1 
A. A big difference in that child now. 
Q. Vl ere you speaking-maybe I misunderstood you-were 

you speaking of your daughter or your granddaughter when 
you made that statement 1 . 

A. My granddaughter. ;- · ·. 
Q. I see. "\iVbat about your daughter1 Still her same self, 

isn't she1 
A. VI! ell, she's more relaxed. She eats better and she sleeps 

better. 
Q. But she is still antagonistic, isn't she 1 
A. Well, no ; I wouldn't say that. 
Q. She still blows hot and cold, doesn't she 1 
A. Well, I think she'd flip her lid if she didn't. 
Q. Is this the same Pat you knew 25 years ago 1 · 
A. No; I'm sorry to say not. 
Q. This is a different Pat. This is a woman who is nervous

righU 
Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 155 ~ 

,A. Well, she's better than she was. 
· Q . .She's hard to control? 
A. No; she isn't hard to control. 

hasn't she? 
Q. She's been through quite a bit in her life, 

A. She's just been through a lot in her married life. 
Q. Did she always ·experience a happy homelif e when she 

was a child1 
A. She was sick most of the time. 
Q. She had a sick childhood 1 
A. Yes. 

. ·:.''. 

Q. And, as far as you know, this what she has experienced 
now may be a reoccurrence 1 

A. No; I don't believe that. 
Q. But she had a sick childhood 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. You haven't seen your husband in three years f 
A. Th1;ee years. He's coming home pretty soon. 
Q. He's in the Service 1 
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A. Uh-hum. 
Q. ·what marriage is this 1 

Mr, Reed: I object to that. It's got nothing in the world 
to do with this case. 

The Witness: What difference does it make 1 
Mr. Lutins: Just state your objection. I want to get it 

m. 
The Witness: What difference does it make? 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 156 r By Mr. Lutins : 

Q. Answer my question, please. Is this your 
first, second, or third marriage 1 

A. It's my third. 
Q. Third marriage. I see. Now, they have seen quite a bit of 

each other since April 16, 1957-by they, I mean your son in 
law and your daughter 1 

A. No. It's just happened since he came back from Ohio. I 
thought maybe his parents talked to him like I talked to him. 
until when he started coming around. 

·Q. I see. Approximately, when was this-that? 
A. In J·anuary some time, but I don't know the exact date. 
Q. In January? 
A. Yes. 
Q. January 1, 19581 
A. No; he wasn't home for New Year's. He was in Ohio. 
Q. I thought you said they went out New Year's Eve. 
A. This year 7 
Q. Yes. 
A. No. 
Q. They didn't go out this year? 

A. That was last year they went out. 
Dep. Q. '57? 
2/8/58 A. Yes; '57-uh-hum. He was in Ohio for this 
page 157 ~ New Year's. 

Q. He went to Ohio, I see. He went to Ohio. 
A. He was in Ohio. Bob was in Ohio for New Year's and 

Christmas, too. 
Q. Do you know the reason he was in Ohio? 
A. I talked to him one morning before he went to Ohio and 

asked him would he like to come-and he's sick-and would he 
like to come down and we had a spare room and would he like 
to come down a.nd spend the holidays with his family. I 
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thought it would be nice, and he said, "No/Mom, I'm going to 
Ohio. I'm going to rest out there.'' · · · 

Q. He said he was sick? 
A. He said he was sick; yes. 
Q. Did he tell you what he was sick about? 
A. He said that the doctor said he has ulcers. He had just 

come out ·of some hospital here. 
Q. Let me jus.t ask you a couple more questions, Mrs. Co

penhaver. You say about three weeks ago you had an argu
ment with your daughted 

A. Oh, I don't know if it was three weeks ago, but we had a 
spat; yes. 

Q. She accused you of coming home beered-upf 
A. No; she didn't accuse me. 

Dep. Q. What did she say? 
2/8/58 A. ·wen, I don't remember the exact ·words to it, 
page 158 r to tell you the truth. 

Q. Do you have an idea what the argument was 
about, or had you engaged in so many of these arguments that 
you can't recall Y 

A. We don't argue. . 
Q. 'YV ell, this particular time you had an argument that you 

have alreadv admitted. 
A. You ";·ant to know what it was about? It was the dishes. 
Q. The dishes? 
A. Yes. I said, "You still hate to do dishes." 
Q. You are under oath. Are you sure it doesn't pertain to 

the child in any manner f 
A. No. Betty and I went to sleep. It was 11 :00 o'clock. Betty 

Ann's in bed long before that, and I came in and it was over 
the dishes. I said, "You are home all day. Looks like you 
-would have done the dishes or something", and I guess I said 
it snooty, and-

Q. Had you been drinking at the time Y 
A. She said, "You have time to do the dishes", or some

thing like that. 
Q. Had you been drinking at the time Y 
A. Yes; I had went down the street and had me about six 

beers. I don't know if I had five or six-I don't 
Dep. know. 
2/8/58 Q. Let me understand this. I want to get it 
page 159 r straight for my own knowledge. You called Rob-

ert Sollie on the telephone. 
A. ID1-hum. · 
Q. Do you recall what the conversation was and what you 

said to him? 
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A. I said, '.'Bob, this is Mom." I said, "Patsy and I are 
arguing'', and I said, "Will you come down here and take her 
and the baby where they belong~" I said, "I think you belong 
together", and he said, "Mom, I can't do that." And I said, 
"You come on down here because you know how she argues 
with me when I drink beer." So, he came down and he was 
very nice. 

Q. He was7 
A. vVhen he came down, he was very nice ; yes. 
Q. Did you make any statement about getting Betty Ann 

out for her own protection 7 
A. What do you mean protection 7 Betty wasn't in on this. 
Q. Did you make any statement about that-yes or no 7 
A. No. Betty wasn't in on this. 
Q. To your knowledge, does your daughter drink~ 
A. No; I don't think so. I have .c13een her toy around when 

they had company with a mixed drink, but to drink-no; no. 

Dep. 
2/8/,58 
page 160 r 

Q. Alcoholic beverages 7 
A. No. 
Q. Drink beer? 
A Oh, no. 
·Q. Doesn't like beed 

A. No, no, no. She never did drink. 
Q. Do you think your daughter-is a fit and proper person 

for the care and custody and control of this infant child 7 
A. I think she's wonderful. 
Q. You think she's wonderful? 
A. Yes. 
Q. An ideal mother? 
A. And I think, instead of slaving down in Kenrose, she 

should go and make doll clothes like the beautiful doll clothes 
she makes for Betty Ann, and the nice little cookies, or sand
wiches, which are made into cookies-like little bears and 
fancy stuff like that. I wouldn't have the patience to do that 
for my kid; no. 

Q. Do you think she is an ideal mother? 
A. Oh, absolutely, and that baby is spotless. That little girl 

is just dressed so pretty and looks so nice and her mother 
irons and irons clothes by the hour. 

Q. And at no time have you taken issue with her as to the 
way she's raising the child 7 

A. No; I think it's nice. You ought to see that 
Dep. child. You've never seen her. She's a nice kid. 
2/8/58 Q. Well, you have had arguments with her 
page 161 r about the way she takes care of her child. 
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Mr. Reed: (interposing) There's never been any testi
mony to that effect. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
·Q. Let her ans\ver the question. 
A. -Well, the 011ly thing is when she _tries to make her eat 

some l\ind of stuff that you don't like. If I don't like apples, 
I'm not going to eat them, and I still think a child 6 years old 
can say, "I don't like it", or "I don't like the taste of spin~ 
ach", or "I don't like the taste of licorice." So you get up 
and you peel her a carrot. I believe in appeasing people, not 
aggravating them. 

Q. And the situation which you have seen isn't so bad that 
your daughter couldn't go back and resume her mauiage 
without fear of her own life~ 

A. If she was given any privileges; no one could stand the 
mental strain of being dictated to all the time, or humiliated 
or embarrassed, openly insulted and then patted after the 
company leaves and say, "J:.iet's go to bed, Pat". 

Q. "\Vhat does that mean~ 
A. I don't know what does it mean. You can insult a person 

one minute and the next minute say, "Let's go to bed, Pat". 
It's stupid to me. I think that they should have lived together 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 162 r 

nice and go out together and share good times 
together. They both drive and not-he don't have 
to be a master. Bob can be nice when he wants to. 
He don't have to be a master. 

Q. Do you know of the reputation your son in 
law enjoys in the community7 

A . .'Vl ell, here's the type of person be is. There was a beer 
garden in Schenectady. I went and he went, and he would come 
in there and the boys would all treat and he would never treat, 
a11d t]Je man there commented, "\i\That's wrong with your son 
in law; is he really that tight or can't he afford it~" I said, 
"The:y 're expecting a baby." I tried to cover up for him, but 
that's the kind he is. No mixer. 

Q. As to truth and veracity, do you know of his reputation 7 
A. Oh, he's a big liar. I wouldn't believe him on a stack of 

bibles. 

Mr. Reed: You 're bringing this out now-because I'm go
ing to develop it further, if you go into that-I'm going to 
bring out a few things about his veracity and truth and hon· 
esty. 

The ·witness: \Vhat is veracity~ I mean, I don't know. 
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Mr. Reed: You have asked it and I want to bring it out. 
Mr. Lu tins: No; she hasn't answered it because she 

doesn't even know what I'm talking about. 
Dep. The Witness: You said about his truthfulness. 
2/8/58 I said he's a liar, and I said it again and I say it 
page 163 r in front of him. What I say behind his back, I '11 

say to his face. He's a liar-a born liar. 

Bv Mr. Lutins: 
·Q. Is he a provider-does he bring home the money or does 

he spend it up prior to the time he gets home~ 
A. I told you that he told me that the company sends his 

check to the bank. The only money I ever saw him hand out 
was a check ·Of $25.00. If I asked him to lend me some money, 
I paid him back double. If he gave me $5.00, I paid him $10.00. 

Q. What you have seen-you have seen a beautiful home, 
haven't you, that your daughter lives in~ 

A. That house is beautiful out there. I'm saying house. 
Q. Now, he's bought-
A. You should go inside it. 
Q. He's bought a beautiful home outwardly, and he has at

tempted to provide for his family; isn't that correct, 
A. Not properly-not according to his earnings. 
And he hasn't provided. The first thing, you buy sheets. 

How can you get in bed without sheets~ Or table.clothes~ Why 
does your mother have to send you old patched sheets~ I 

don't care, but any housewife likes to start a 
Dep. home with new linens. 
2/8)58 Q. Did you tell him to buy sheets~ 
page 164 r _ A. Didn't I tell you, Bobl I certainly did. (Ad

dressing the respondent.) I said, "You go down 
together and shop togethe.r." 

Mr. Lutins: No further questions. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr.Reed: 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver, you stated that you liked your son in 

law~ 
A .. I liked him for this reason. He's my daughter's husband. 
Q. As long as they're living in peace and harmony, that's 

what you desire; is that righU 
A. Oh, with all my heart, believe me. 
Q. I take it that you don't want to be tied down with your 

son in law's family; you'd rather be out on your own~ 
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A. That's right. I have a problem ·of my own, a husband to 
take care of, and I can't be traveling with him. 

Q. And you have stated-
A. And traveling with Betty Ann or Patsy on my back. 
Q. Somewhere in your testimony, you stated that you'd 

rather be with your husband in Germany but that you sacri
ficed going there to stay here to try to straighten them ouU 

A. ·vv ell, you know that I had to go to Germany 
Dep. that time. You bad me in your office. I was on my 
2/8/58 way to Germany and then she moved in on me. 
page 165 r What could I do~ ·walk out and leave her with no 

job, no money, no clothes- _ 
Q. The point is, you don't want to domineer this Sollie 

family~ 
A. No. 
Q. You want to be on your own, away from here~ 
A. I'd give them the shoes off my feet if they'd get together. 
Q. But you don't want to leave the way the situation is? 
A. No; I'm scared-I'd worry. 
Q. If Mrs. Sollie was able to provide. for herself and daugh

ter, with the help of her husband, and live independently of 
him, you could leave with peace of mind, I take it? 
: A. Yes; and I have to go in March,-

Q" All right. 
A. -because my husband is coming home and I don't know 

where we '11 get tr an sf erred to. 
Q. You said Bob Sollie was a liar. Why do you say thaU 
A. \i\T ell, in New York, when I first lived with the.m before 

the baby came, he never had any money, and it was taking his 
salary-this to me-be said this to me, "Mom", he says, "it 

takes everything to maintain this house.'' 
Dep. Then we were washing clothes and he wore dun-
2/8/58 garees at that time to work, and ·then in the pack-
page 166 ~ age she found pay statements where he was lying 

-his pay had been raised, and here was the pay · 
statement showing what he made, so that ·afternoon, his aunt 
and some friends came from Ohio to visit them and he came 
home from work and she put the pay statement to him about-

Mr. Lutins: (interposing) I object to this ·as being repe
titious. 

Mr. Reed: She is elabora.ting on .the questions you asked 
her. 

Mr. Lutins: It's been elaborated on prior to this time. 
Mr. Reed: I don't know when it was. 
Mr. Lutins: It was in her direct testimony. 
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Mr. Reed: About the pay statements 7 
Mr. Lu tins: Yes; she started on this. 
The \iVitness: Well, I'm going to show how he's a liar. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. V\T ell, make it very brief. 
A. So his aunt came and was there and she got in on it and 

I got in on it and these strangers and I was ashamed because 
they were all strangers to me, and he denied he was making 

that kind of money, and there it was on the 
Dep. General Electric pay statement. Isn't that a liar? 
2/8/58 Figures don't lie when it's printed there. Then he 
page 167 r bought this gun. She wanted a coat. She didn't 

have no coat and it's cold in Schenectady, and so 
Moutons sell for around $95.00. so anyway he bought this 
piece of gun home-it's a hunting gun-just a piece. I said, 
"Well, where's the rest of that; is that the whole gun7" 
"No," he said, "I could only pay part, so the man gave me 
part of it.'' 

Well, I'm not that stupid, because I deal on credit, too. I 
don't get the sleeve of a dress and then when I go ha.ck and 
pay for it, get the buttons and the rest of it, so I thought to 
myself, "Gee, that boy's a liar. He tells a lie when the truth 
fits." 

He said his fathe.r beat him and then after .he beat him he 
would walk in from work and would beat him and would say to 
his mother, "\iVhat did he do today7" Now, you beat the child 
after you know what he does, not before. I asked his parents 
about that and they were shocked. So he just makes up stories. 
He lives in a phantasy, or something-that's my definition of 
a liar. Maybe I don't know how \iVebster says it but that, to 
me, is an untruth. 

Q. You 're bringing out certain specific instances 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Any more you could bring out without going into it in 

too much detail 7 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 168 r 

A. Well, Mr. Reed, when he'd bite Betty on the 
ear and I saw the teeth marks and the kid scream
ing he says, "She did it herself", and I said, 
"-Well, she'd have to have a neck like a goose." 
Now, that's a lie. How can you bite your own ear 7 

That, to me, is a liar, so that's lying. 

Mr. Reed: -- All right. I think that's all. 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 101 

Ellen Copenhcwer. 
·,) .ti 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Luti~1s : 
Q. Let me just bring this out on re-cross. Your son in law is 

a liarY · 
A. Yes. 
Q. A no-good liar Y . . 
A. No; I don't know what you mean by a no-good liar. 
Q. He's a liar. Do you like liars 1 
A. He's a liar. I don't like people to lie when they can tell 

the truth. No; I don't like liars. . 
Q. And yet you want your daughter to go back with a liad 
A. I think he can change. I don't think he'd have to lie if 

he's honest. 
Q. You think he has that certain characteristic, in which he 

could refrain from lying and become a truthful man Y He has 
that good in him 1 

A. He's 30 years old. He .should change. You've got to 
change. God's not going to let him in his gate if he don't 

change. . 
Q. Do you recognize that trait in himY 
A. Oh, yes; definitely. 

Dep. 
2/8/58 
page 169 ~ Q. Then there is still in your eyes-there is 

some good in him, too, even though he is a liar Y 
A. There is good in everybody.. I believe that way . 
. Q. 1\nd you have got. to go back with your husband m 

Ma.rch-Y · 
A. The. next month he comes backtQ the states. 
Q. Come Hell or high water, you've got to.go1 · 
A. I've got to go. 
Q. No matt~r v.rhat the situation is_here1 
A. I won't leave my kids. I won 'tleave her stranded; no. 
Q. Then you might stay. If he comes here in March, you 

might stay here with your daughted 
A. Mister, I can't answer that because I'm like this. I don't 

live for tomorrow; I live for what's here today, and what I 
have to do, I take care of it. I don't know what I'm going to do 
tomorrow-I might·be dead. · ·... · 

Q. Then you might not leave in March 1 
A. I don't know. You see the problem that this has made on 

me. I wanted to get to Germany and get over to Ireland and 
kiss the blarney stone and here I aiil over here pressing pants 

I yet. 

Mr. Lutins: All right. Stand aside. 
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Dep. By Mr. Reed: 
2/8/58 Q. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign 
page 170 r your name to your deposition when it has been 

transcribed~ 
A. Yes. 

And further the deponent saith not. 

MRS. ELLEN COPENHAVER 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 

(The taking of the above depositions was concluded at 2 :30 
-o'clock, P. M. of the same day as the commencement thereof. 
The taking of addiHonal depositions on behalf of the com

·Dep. 
2/8/58 

plainant was continued to a future date. by agree
ment of counsel.) 

page 171 }- State of Virginia, 
City of Roanoke, to-wit: 

I, Marcus A. Bieler, a Notary Public for the State of 
Virginia at Large, having qualified in The Hustings Court 
of the City of Roanoke, Virginia, certify that the foregoing 
depositions of Mrs. Ann Sydnor, ood others, were duly taken 
and sworn to at the time and place and for the purpose in 
the caption mentioned; that the said depositions of the wit
nesses were taken before me and by me in machine shorthand 
and 0orrec:tly transcribed as above shown, and that the wit
nesses authorized the notary public to sign their names to 
their depositions. 

Given under my hand this 7th day of March, 1958. 

Seal 
MARCUS A. BIELER 

Notary Public for the State of 
Virginia at Large. 

My commission expires on the 22nd day of July, 1958. 

Costs: 
Reporting fee : $25.00. 
Transcript fee: · $111.00 Tota.I: $136.00. 
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• • • • • 
Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 173 ~ 

• • • • • 

DEPOSITION FOR THE COMPLAJNANT. 

Roanoke, Virginia. 
July 26, and August 30, 1958 

Appearances: G. Vv. Reed, Jr., Esq., c;ounsel for the com
plainant;·-

Harvey S. Lu tins, Esq., co unset for the respondent. 

The deposition of Mrs. Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie taken 
before· Marcus A. Bieler, a notary public for the State of 
Virginia a.t Large, pursuant to agreement of counsel, at the 
law office of G. '\\T. Reed, Jr., Esq., Shenandoah Building, 
Roanoke, Virginia, at 10 :00 o'clock A. M., July 26, 1958, aiJd 
at the La.w office of Harvey S. Lutins, Esq., 324 \Va.shington 
Ave., S. Y.,T., Roanoke, Virginia., a.t 11 o'clock A .. 1\L, August 
30, 1958, to be read in evidence :on beha.If of the complainant 
in the a.hove entitled ca.use pending in the Circuit Court of 
Roanoke County, Virginia. 

Reported by: Marcus A. Bieler, Court Reporter, 17 43 
Devon Road, S. W., Roanoke, Virginia . 

Dep. 
7/26/58 

·page 175 ~ 

• • • • 

July 26, 1958 
10 :00 o'clock A. M. 

MRS. PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE, 
the complainant, a witness of la:wful age, having been first 
duly sworn, deposes and says as f ollo,vs: 

· DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
·Q. Mrs. Sollie, are you presently working? 
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A. No. 
Q. What type of work can you do, or have you done~ 
A. Switchboard and PBX. 
Q. Have you tried to get a. job since you have been sep-

arated from your husband 1 
A. Ob, yes; I have had several. 
Q. We.re they permanent jobs~ 
A. "\iV ell, I thought they were at the time when I was hired. 

They said they were. 
Q. But you were cut off from each job that you had~ 
A. Well, I quit one job to better myself, I thought, and then 

after I left Crystal Springs, I went to Arthur Murray's, and 
he promised me $50.00 a. week; then they cut me down to just 

teaching time, and that was only $2.00 an hour, 
Dep. and mavbe I'd work two or three hours a week. 
7 /26/58 And then I went to Kenrose and that was per-
page 176 r manent, until they cut down on the whole thing-

! mean, there was about a 50i% layoff. 
Q. Now, have you figured what it will cost you and your 

daughter to live, on a monthly basis 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you have a list there of the expenses .that you figure 

von will have to have-
.. A. Yes. 

Q. -for the support of yourself, and the support of your 
daughter~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "\iV ould you read each item and give the amount that you 

figure you 're going to need 1 
A. "\Vell, the rent is $60.00 and Mr. Sollie wouldn't let me 

have any furniture when I first left, so I had to buy furniture 
in order to have a place to live, and the payment on that runs 
me $40.00 a month. 

Q. How much more do you owe on the furniture? 
A. $300.00. 
Q. All right; proceed. 
A. And I'm figuring on $15.00 a week for food for Betty and 

I, and that would run about $60.00 a month.; and then there is 
the phone, ·which is $5.00; electricity would run, 

Dep. with the washer and dryer, a.bout $10.00 a 
7 /26/58 month,-and I pay hospitalization for Betty and 
page 177 ~ I, which is $9.00, and Betty's school, counting her 

lunch and school and supplies, run me. $9.00 a 
month, and medicine and prescriptions are $5.00 a month
clothes, or anything- like that, and the doctors at least $5.00 a 
month. and medicine and prescriptions are $5.00 a month-
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and miscellaneous, if I was allowed to have it, would be $10.00 
-I mean, that's just cutting it down to the bare necessities. 

Q. What does that total? 
A. $218.00. -
Q. So you will need $218.00 a month? 
A. Yes; that's just cutting down, with nothing extra coming 

up. 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, have you lived separate and apart from your 

husband since April 16, 1957' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Since you've been separated for more than a year, do 

you want to ask the court to award you a final decree? 
A; Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there any probability that you and your husband will 

become reconciled? ·· 
A. No; I asked for a reconciliation and he just laughed; he 

said no. I even went-he said that he couldn't go back because 
of religion. ~e couldn't live in a house with mixed reli-

g10n. 
Dep. So I thought well, the child needs a father and 
7 /26/58 I see, after thinking it over, I saw he was wrong 
page 178 ~ and I was wrong in this mess; so I went to his 

minister down on the- Evangelical and· Reformed 
Church on Maple A venue, and I talked to his minister down 
there and I told him the situation-and he went out to Bob, 
and he called me back and he told me that religion wasn't it
that it was something else-and that Bob was using that as an 
excuse. 

Q. Well, did you make a bo1ia fide effort
. A. Oh, yes. sir'. 

Q: -to effect a reconciliation? 
A. Yes, sir; several times. As a matter of fact, Betty wanted 

-she said that the children in school made fun of her because 
she doesn't have a -daddy, and she cried, and she begged him 
to come back and be a daddy to her. 

And I talked to his minister and I thought well, if it's reli
gion, and since I did do wrong by marrying him out of my 
church, you know, that I would consider it; and I went down 
and talked to his minister, and his minister came back and he 
told me there was no hope unless Bob changed bis attitude; 
that Bob told him outright that be didn't want to come back 
to Betty and I-that he \vas happy-and he told me himself be 
liked this life. 

Mr. Lutins: I object to that as being hearsay. 
The "\]\Titness: And I asked: Mr. R-eed to ask Mr. Lutins 
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to ask Mr. Sollie to think this thing over and 
De.p. maybe us going back and-
7 /26/58 
page 179 ~By Mr.Reed: (continues examination) 

Q. Well, you don't think there is any probabil
ity that you can reconcile your differences and go back to live 
together¥ 

A. I could, but I could not go back under the same condi-
tions. " 

·Q. I'm asking you, at this time, is there any probability that 
you would become reconciled? 

A. No; Mr. Sollie told me outright absolutely not. 
Q. Just one or two more questions, Mrs. Sollie. Back in 

February of 1958, when we took our first depositions, Mrs. 
Ann Sydnor, and Mr. and Mrs. Mills, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas reluctantly testified in this case, Before they testi
fied, did any of them approach you-

A. Yes, sir; 
Q. -and make any statements as to why, or whether they 

would or would not testify if they were all summonsed? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Lutins: (interposing) 
Q. Now, are. you getting ready to answer thaU 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Lutins: I object. 
The ·witness: I didn't say a word yet. 

Dep. Mr. Lutins: Each and every one of the wit-
7 /26/58 nesses ref erred to has testified in this case, and 
page 180 ~ anything which Mrs. Sollie might add would be a 

distortion of the truth. 
The Witness: May I tell you what-
Mr. Reed: Wait just a minute. I am asking the witness 

this question to show that these witnesses were in fact, ad
verse. The Court had no opportunity to observe them as they 
testified, which was apparent to anyone present and for that 
reason, I want to ask Mrs . .Sollie whether any of these wit
nesses made any threats-

Mr. Lutins: Any what? 
Mr. Reed: -threats to her, if they were summonsed to 

testify. Now you want to object to that, go right ahead. 
Mr. Lutins: Go on and examine her. 

By Mr. Reed: -
Q. Go ahead; ve.ry briefly, now, Mrs. Sollie. 
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A. Mr. Sydnor ca.lled me up a.nd he said that he forbid 
his wife to come in a.nd testify for me because he was coming 
m for Bob and that I was no good-and he just wouldn't 
let his wife come in for me; and he threatened me-he said 
"Don't you dare ask her to come in there; I won't let her. 

I will have her out of town.'' 
Dep. And he just called me everything because I was 
7/26/58 going to ca.11 Ann in as my witness, and Mr. and 
page 181 ~ Mrs.-well, Mr. Thomas called Mr. Reed and told 

him he couldn't come ill. 

Mr. Lutins: I object; that is hearsay. 

By Mr. Reed: · 
Q. All right. 
A. Well, Mr. Sydnor did call me up and call me everything 

because I was going to have his wife come in, and he dared 
me to have her in on my side. 

Q. All right; you have been living with your mother, I 
believe, since the separation? 

A. Yes, sit. 
Q. And you are still living with hed 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I believe that she has already testified that she wants 

to leave Roanoke? 
A. Her husband will be home around the first of October 

and he's going to be stationed, he hopes, in Pennsylvania. 
Q. All right; at that time, it will be necessary for you to 

find yourself an apartment; that is, for you and your daugh-
ter? · 

A. Yes, si.r. 

Mr. Reed: You may cross examine, Mr. Lu tins. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Dep. Q. Mrs. Sollie, I believe that you were married 
7 /26/58 to your husband, Bob, February 3rd, '51; is that 
page 182 ~ correct? · 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You all lived with your mother originally? 
A. No; what do you mean ''originally''? 
Q. Well, when you first got married? 
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A. Well, I lived with her; he was Ni school. 
Q. And when he turned from school? 
A. We went up to "Schenectady and my mother lived with 

us in a furnished apartment. 
Q. In Schenectady 1 
A. Yes, sir; till the baby was born. 
Q. When was the baby born 1 
A. September 20, 1951. 
Q. A seven month baby? 
A. No; not that I know of. 
Q1

• A seven and a half month baby? 
A. No. 
Q. \Vell, what do you know? 
A. The doctor didn't tell me what month it was. 
Q. Was the baby born prematurely? 
A. A little early. 
Q. A little early? 
A. Yes; about a couple of weeks. 

Q. A 0ouple of weeks 1 
Dep. A. Uh-hum. 
7 /26/58 Q. ·wasn't the baby conceived prior to the time 
page 183 ~ that you and your husband were married 1 

A. I can't say. 
Q. Yon don't know one way m the other1 
A. No; because the doctor didn't tell me until after the 

14th of September-I mean, until after the 14th of February 
whether I was pregnant or not. 

Q. But had the doctor told you that the baby was conceived 
prior to the time that you got mar.ried, you would have known 
whether that was true or not; you just have to take him at 
his word, is that correct 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I see; the possibility exists that it could have been~ 
A. Yes; it could have been. The doctor told me you can't 

tell if you're pregnant or until six weeks, and when I went 
to the doctor, I wasn't six weeks pregnant, and he said that I 
could take a test and that he thought I was, but he couldn't 
swear to it. 

Q. Well, your first visit to the docitor was prior to the time 
you got married, wasn't it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had an idea you were pregnant 1 
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page 184 r 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, I suppose you told your hushand-to-

be the situation 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And his reply was what 1 

A. "Is it mine?" 
Q. "Is it mine?" 
A. Uh-hum; and he'd have to go home first and check 

and then come back before he could tell me whether he could 
get married or not. He had to go home and see somebody, 
he said; aJld he went home-and then we were married 
shortly after that. 

·Q. After he was convinced that the child was his 1 
A. I suppose so. 
Q. And he took it upon himself to marry you, under these 

circumstances 1 
A. Well, he married me. 
Q. Well, those circumstances did exist, didn't they 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, I imagine the first few years-I think you testi

fied, or rather, your mother testified-and I waJlt to find out 
your idea-the first few years of your married life; was it 
fairly congenial 1 

A. No. 
Q. Then, from the outset, you and your husba,nd had 

difficulties 1 

Dep. 
7/2-6/58 
page 185 r 

A. Yes. 
Q. \i\T ere they what you considered being of a 

minor na.ture, or of a major nature 1 
A. Oh, I guess they were all minor but a lot 

of minor added up to major after a while. 
Q. A.J1d is that why you instituted suit for divorce, as a 

result of an accumulation of minor instances 1 
A. No. I don't know how to answer that. 
Q. \i\T ell, answer it truthfully, that's all. 
A. I will m1swer it truthfully. Bob and I were both un

happy and he wanted it as much as I did, only he wouldn't 
start it because he wouldn't leave the house and the furni
ture. 

He thinks-I'll put it this way. If we· had a fire in our 
house aJld he could.. sa.ve a piece .. c)f furniture, or our child, 
I think he would save the furniture. 
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Q. But he's never been confronted with that decision, so 
you can't testify to that¥ 

A. No; but my husband thinks more of material things 
than he does of me or the baby. In eight years that I have 
been married to Bob, he has never even said one kind word to 
me. He never said that I looked nice, or I did do anything 
right. 

Q. When did you move down to Roanoke¥ That is, down 
to Roanoke County~ 

A. To the county~ In February of '56, I think it was. 
Q. Had conditions changed any with reference to conduct 

between you and y;our husband¥ 
Dep. A. My husband, when he got me to come down 
7 /26/58 to Virginia, promised me that he wouldn't do 
page 186 ~ like he did to me up in New York and that he'd 

treat me like a human being-and that lasted, I'd 
say, for about three or four months-he did. Then, all of a 
sudden, he became Bob Sollie a.gain and Pat-I wasn't his 
wife, I was his maid. 

Q. Now, I believe you testified that your husband had 
thrown some form of tantrums, is that correct¥ 

A. Yes ; he throws temper tantrums. 
Q. Now, are these temper tantrums-have they been going 

on since the inception of your mar.riage ~ 
A. Just about. 
Q. Have they increased¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Let me finish my question, please. Have they increased 

in number and violence~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you account for this increase personally~ In 

other words, do you think that you'd-can you recall any
thing that you may have done to bring a.bout the tantrums or 
their increase~ 

A. Sure ; I'm not perfect. 
Q. All right; what have you done, Mrs. Sollie, to increase 

these tantrums~ 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 187 ~ 

extent~ 

A. What do you mean~ You mean you want me 
to tell what I have done, like what I have said or 
something¥ 

Q. That's right; just tell the court if you re
member if you were at fault, and if so, to what 

A. I don't know if I was a fault or not; I will tell you that 
one time I wanted to buy furniture and we were living in 
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three rooms, and I wanted my own furniture-and we had 
enough to pay a down payment on the furniture-and I just 
kept after him and he threw a knife and started to curse me 
and -carry on because I insisted upon wanting to go and 
buy furniture. He was eating and be th rev.• a knife down 
and he got up from the table. 

Q'. He didn't throw it at you? 
A. No; he threw it down on the table. 
Q. He threw the knife down in a fit of temped 
A. Yes; because I wanted to buy furniture. 
Q. We want to be more specific, Mrs. Sollie, because the 

way you made the statement sound, it appeared that he 
threw the knife at yo:Q. 

Mr. Reed: She didn't testify to that. She said he threw 
a knife. 

A. And then one time, I ,overslept and he was late for 
work and he threw a temper tantrum over that-and be kicked 
the television set and he hit the top of the stove, and he threw 
his watch against the wall-and he just threw a fit because 
I had. ·overslept and he was la.te for work. 

By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination) 
Dep. Q. Now, the two instances you have related to 
7 /26/58 the court that he didn't want you to purchase 
page 188 ~ certain furniture which you wanted to buy-

A. He didn't want to buy furniture at all. 
Q .. -he didn't think there was a need for the furniture f 
A. I guess not. 
Q'. And also that you overslept, which you 're in the habit 

of doing, and he was aggravated inasmuch as he thought a 
wife should have gotten up and fixed her husband's break
fast each and every morning? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And y;ou think that was right in ,refusing to get up? 
A. No; I didn't think it was right. 
Q. Why didn't you get up each morning and prepare his 

breakfast? 
A. Because I overslept. 
Q. Be·oouse you were sleeping and you were lazy? Is that 

correct? 
A. No; I wasn't lazy. 
Q'. You were indifferent to him and your sleep was more 

important than his breakfast-is that the idea? 
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A. \i\Tell, he didn't think my sleep was very important at 
night. ·· 

Q. What do you mean hy that? 
A. Well, I mean he didn't care whether I slept 

at night or not. 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 189 r 

Q'. Well, at any rate, you didn't get up to fix his 
breakfast like a good wife should have? You will concede 
that's what a good wife should do? 

A. Yes ; I will concede that. 
Q. You didn't do that? 
A. I didn't do it because it was his fault; he to]d me, when 

we :first got married, he didn't want breakfast-then, all of 
a sudden he changed and he had to have breakfast. 

Q. In other words, what he did to you you wanted to do 
back to him equally; is that correct? It was sort of :fight 
fire with fire-you would get even with him for what he 
had done to you, is that the idea? 

A. I guess-maybe. 
Q. Uh-bum; then it all boils down to the fact that both of 

you were being fairly childish
A. Yes. 
Q. -and both of you not wanting to give in? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And both of your being indifferent directly to each 

other, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 190 r 

Q. And both of you taking this out on the child? 
A. No. 
Q. You never lia.ve, is that correct? 
A. No. 
Q. You never took it out on the child? 
A. No. 

Q. But he did? 
A. I don't know if he took it out, or took out what I did 

on our child. I can't answer that; I know Bob did some 
mean things to Betty but whose fault it was, I couldn't say. 

Q. It didn't appear that he was experiencing a certain ab
normal-vvell, not abnormal-strike that-strike the whole 
question. Didn't it appear that he was dissatisfied with the 
relation, to a certain extent, between you two and being 
discontented and dissatisfied, he was more or less in a bad 
mood at times and being in this mood, may liave done things 
he wouldn't have ordinarily done? 

A. I think my husband was sick and he enjoyed making 
people suffer. · ' 
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Q. "'i'\Tell, was be siCk or was he sick and tired of the situa
tion? 

A. No; I think Bob enjoys having people squirm and suffer 
and that's the only time he was happy. If be couldn't hurt 
somebody, he wasn't happy. He even 'vent and hurt a 
dog. 

Q. And you gave him an opportunity to get into these 
moods, didn't you? 

Dep. A. No; I don't think I did. 
7 /26/58 Q. "''Tell, you have testified you haven't co-
page 191 ~ opera.ted and you wouldn't go a.long with him~. 

. A. Well, I don't think I made him upstairs 
(indicating forehead). 

Q. We are not talking about upstairs. We're talking about 
the general conduct. · 

A. I think my husband is mental, I say. 
Q. "'i'\Then did this come a.bout-his mental condition? 

· A. "''Tell, he'd have to be in order to hurt people and liJake 
them have pain, or to have pain connected to it. '.'· 

Q. And in your condition, what do you deem that to be
a mental condition? 

A. Do you think it would be .right? 
Q. Don't ask me the questions. 

Mr. ·Reed: I object to your arguing with the witness. 
Mr. Lutins: -rm not a.rguing-l'm asking her a question. 
Mr. Reed: Then ask her a. direct, specific question. 
Mr. Lutins: Read back the last question, would you 

please, Mr. Bieler? 

(The reporter read the last tv.ro questions and answers 
above.) 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 192 ~ 

By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination) 
All right; the la.st question-do you think it 

would be right 1 
A. All right; everything I wanted, Bob niade·me 

beg for and do -scnhething. If I wanted to get 
Betty a set of books, I couldn't have that set .of books for 
our little girl unless I promised him that I wouldn't ask to go 
to the show, and you'd have to beg for everything-and be 
was never happy unless you were beggfri. If I needed a dime, 
I had to go to him and ·say ''Gan I have a dime?" Then I 
a:nd to tell him what I wanted the dime for. 
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Q. Well, is that the basis of your leaving him, because 
of this? 

A. It's all that and everything hurt; I mean, everything 
had to have pa.in and even our relations, he said, should hurt
and I don't see that. 

And he'd hurt the child. He was in the house once when I 
was down in the basement and it was just he and Betty were 
up in the front room and I came up and Betty was crying and 
I asked her what was the matter-and her ear was all red 
and she had teeth marks on her ear. And I said ''Betty, 
what's the matted" a.nd she said "Daddy bit me." 

And he said "Betty, you're a liar" and he did not; and 
she showed me her ear and I don't know how she could have 
bitten herself because there wasn't a soul in the house but 
Bob and Betty, and I was down in the basement-and he did 

tha.t for no reason at all. · · 
Dep. Q. You have testified about this biting incident, 
7 /26/58 Mrs. Sollie. Is that the basis for you and your 
page 193 ~ husband parting? 

A. No. 
Q. All right; wait a minute now-I haven't asked you the 

question that you 're getting ready to answ.er. You know 
how a father will play with his child and you know that they 
will playfully, and possibly, he will do something that might 
use. too much strength on the child and possibly hurt the 
child? You know those things do happen, don't you? 

A. Yes; once in a while. · 
Q. Well, do you know as a matter of fact that that did 

not happen the day that her ear lobe was bitten? 
A.· No; I can't say that tha.t was. 
Q. You don't know either way, do you? 
A. No; I don't know. 
Q. Well, he was in the habit of playing with the child, 

wasn't he? 
A. No. 
Q. He never played with the child? 
A. No; he hurt the child. 
Q. He always hurt the child? 
A. No. 
Q. He'd never play with the child? 

A. No. 
Dep: · Q. You are under oa.th and you 're telling the 
7 /26/58 court that your husband would never play with 
page 194 ~ your child? 

A. He'd play rough with the child; that's 
what I'm trying to say. 
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Q. Vl ell, he played with the child, though? 
A. He never did anything she wanted to do. 
Q. Did he ever ride her piggy-back? 
A. He probably did. 
Q. What do you mean-probably did? Either you saw it 

or you didn't. 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. You have never seen him carry the child piggy-back~ 
A. I suppose he did maybe once in a while. 
Q. Then you did see it? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Why did you say you don't know? 
A. I don't know; I don't remember that he did or not. 
Q. You remember now that he did carry the child piggy-

back? · 
A. If he says he did. 
Q. And he plays with the child? 
A. Yes; he did. 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 195 } 

Q. And you don't know ·whether or not he was 
actually punishing the child when her ear lobe 
was red? 

A. He wasn't punishing the child but he didn't 
have no business doing it that hard. · 

Q. Well, it was just a. matter of opinion that he did it too 
hard, but the fact that be did it and you didn't have any 
trouble with him, did you? 

A. I don't understand the question. 
Q. The question is wasn't the fa.ct that he did it that 

aggravated you and the fact that he did it too bard? 
A. He did it too hard; yes. 
Q. All right. 
A. And Betty had a. swing set and it was a solid year before 

he got around to putting that swing set up for that baby. 
Q. Was your husband busy during the year with business 

requirements? 
A. Busy doing what? 
Q. "r or king? . 
A. He worked eight hours like any other man; that's all. 
Q. 'Did he travel a.ny? 
A. Not when we lived in R.oa.noke. 
Q. 'Vhen was he travelling? 
A. Ob, back in '54 or '55. 
Q. He never travelled a.ny while in R.oanoke? 
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A. We didn't ha.ve a swing set then; we got it 
Dep. later. 
7 /26/58 Q. This incident with reference to a fish bowl 
page 196 r and some water-can you recall that again? 

· A. I accused him of being with his secretary 
and I called her a name-and he just flew up and down all 
over me, and threw that water at me. 

Q. What did you call her 1 
A. Do you want me to repeat it 7 
Q. I want you to repeat it. 
A. A whore. 
Q. What did you say1 
A. A whore. He told me what she was.· 

···' Q: And you bad an argument as a result of that-one of 
the many arguments-is tba.t it? 

A. That wasn't what I had the argument over; I bad the 
argument over that I couldn't drive a.nd if I asked Bob to 
go up and get a loaf of bread at night, or if it was raining 
or snowing, he couldn't go but he could take her right to her 
door and go out of his way and take her home and pick her 
up in the mornings-and things like that; and then rnn her 
uptown at lunch time, but be ·couldn't go-even go for his 
own wife. · · 

Q. Did you find that your accusations were unfounded 7 
A. No. 
Q. To this day, you don't know whether it's true or not 7 

A. No; I don't. 
Dep. Q. And you made these accusations and that 
7 /26/58 angered him and as a result, he threw a fish 
page 197 r bowl-. 

A. I angered him because I called her a name. 
Q. -and then he threw the fish bmvl 7 
A. He didn't throw the fish bowl; he threw the water. 
Q. He threw the water out of the :fishbowl~ 
A. Yes ; and I don't know whether there was anything 

between them or not to this day, because he went to a banquet 
and she was there, and be wouldn't let me go because she 
was there. 

Q. Well, didn't they work in the same office? 
A. I don't know; I guess they did but everybody else who 

didn't work in that office knew about my husband and Carol. 
Q. YOU didn't charge any infidelity in the bill of complaint 

so I imagine, in your mind-.:... 

Mr. Reed: It's been over five years. 
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A. How can you prove it-how can you charge something 
if you can't prove it? I didn't follow my husband around. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
'Q. Now, you have testified further, I believe, that your 

husband was used to using vile language, generally, towards 
you~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ever use vile language toward him~ 

Dep. A. In a fit of temper, maybe. 
7 /26/58 Q. ·wen, that's the only time he used it against 
page 198 ~ you, wasn't it? Now, you testified he-

A. N·o. 
Q. -he's thrown fits of temper~ 
A. No ; he called me names for no reason at all in front 

of people. 
Q. You mean, in other words, he'd just come home at night 

and just start lambasting you with these vile words~ 
A. No; I'm talking a.bout in front of people-something 

like maybe the time he said that he'd picked me off the 
street, that I was a nothing; I wasn't even talking about him 
at the time-I was kidding with Mr. and Mrs. Mills when 
that subject came up and he said "Oh, shut your mouth, be
cause I just picked you up off the street; you were a nothing.'' 

Q. Well, they were a.11 on shaky marital grounds themselves, 
weren't they-these two people, the Mills? 

A. I don't know if they were or not; I do know Mr. Mills
Mrs. Mills told me she caught him ·with her own little teen
age niece •on the couch and that she-

Q. Well, let's not go into a.11 that stuff; it was my under
standing that the reason Mr. Sollie said something to you 
was that he felt that you were trying to get these two people, 
the Mills, apart? 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 199 r 

of anger? 

A. No; for heaven's sake, what do I want to 
separate anybody f.or? I don't want either one; 
he looked like an ape as far as I was concerned, 
and she was crazy. 

Q. Then he has called you vile names in a fit 

A. Yes; and he's always done it in front of people, just on 
general principles. 

Q. Now, you have call~d him vile names but not in front 
of people~ 

A. No. 
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Q. And you have always saved your vile names for just in 
a closed room, between you two 1 

A. I only do it if he was to rile me up and slap me, or 
something. 

Q. You mean only upon him hitting you-then you would 
hit back, or then you. would call him vile names 1 

A. No; just in a general fight. 
Q. You both engaged in just a general fight, both wrong, 

and equally wrong 1 
A. It would start out very little and all of a sudden, it 

would keep on going and the next thing you know, he'd call me 
a name and I'd call him a name,-and he'd start slapping 
me-and what could I do, could I slap him back~ 

Q'. ~ow, let me recall-I believe when you originally took 
your depositions about a month or so ago, there was testimony 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 200 r 

with reference to the heating system of the house. 
I believe that you testified that your husband 
kept the heat down abnormally low f 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you assign what reason for that1 

A. Well, you couldn't sit in the house; everybody that 
came to our house complained about how cold it was. You 
know we had registers on the floor and that cold air ·would 
blow, instead of the heat. 

Q. Now, did you think that he was doing that to punish 
you, or to be economical~ 

A. To be economical; my husband was great for savmg 
money because he'd cut it down in New York. 

Q. You can't say that's part ·of the cruelty towards you 1 
A. Yes; it was. ·when I was sick all the time and Betty was 

sick all the time. 
Q. You testified he did it to protect his income and to help 

you and-
A. Not to help me. 
Q. -and not to directly injure your health 1 
A. He didn't do it tp help me because if he was anxious 

to help me, he'd have left the heat in the house and not freeze 
us to death. I established that through the oil company 
and I had them come up and-

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 201 ~ 

Q. Now, you can't answer that and that is not 
in response to my question in any way. I'm not 
asking you what someone else told you. 

A. I just called the man that put in the fur
nace and Mrs. Mills told me that Mr. Sollie took 
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her husband down in the basement and showed him what he 
did to our furnace to cut down the heat. 

Q. They have already testified to that and there's no use 
to go into it. Now, you said that your husband worked eight 
hours, just like any other man; yet you testified before that 
he worked hard and he worked a long time. 

Mr. Reed: ""\i'iThere did she testify to that, Harvey? 
Mr. Lu tins: Well, I recall that she testified to it. 
Mr. Reed: All right; go on. 
The Witness : I don't .recall. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. Is that true? . 
A. I don't recall testifying to that. 
Q. ""\i'iT ell, is it true or not, ·whether you testified or not? 

Did be work hard? 
A. I'd say about for the first year we were mar.ried, he 

had to work hard and long hours, but since then, no; he has 
worked nothing but the eight hours that you get. 

Q. A1Jd did he work any extra? 
A. Not to my knowledge; that fiTSt year, yes. 
Q. ""\i'i7hat do you mean, not to your knowledge? 

You 're married to the man. 
Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 202 r A. Jfo went ba.ck to work in the evening, after 

Gladys started there to work-he went back a.nd 
I asked him if he was getting paid for it aJ1d he said no; this 
wa.s on his own. 

Q. ""\i'iT ell, then, in other words, he was trying to better 
himself-showing ambition-and he worked at night even 
though ·not being paid; is that the idea? 

A. That wasn't nty idea. 
Q. ""\i'ilhat "\Vas your understanding of the situation? 
A. I thought he was going over there to see Mrs. Mills. 
Q. What did you do? 
A. I accused him of it. 
Q. ""\Vell, did you ever catch him over there? 
A. ""\i'iT}rnt was I going to do?-wa.Ik to the G. E. Plant? 
Q. ""\i'iThy did you-did you ever catch him at Mrs. Mills? 
A. No. 
Q. Did you ever call t1rn G. E. to check on him? 
A. I couldn't; ]Je ·said-. · · 
Q. You knew that you could caJl him ·over there, didn't 

you? 
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page 203 ~ 
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A. He said I couldn't; that they wouldn't an-
swer. 

Q. You didn't try~ 
A. No. 

at night; is 
A. No. 

Q. So you were fairly satisfied he ·was working 
that correct~ 

Q. You weren't satisfied? 
A. No. . . 
Q. Yet you did nothing about it~ 
A. No. 
Q. All right. 
A. He come home one night with lipstick on his shirt. 
Q. We finished that question. Just be responsive to the 

questions I ask you. Let's get back to the treatment of Betty. 
Now that bothers me; I believe you stated that you thought 
your husband hated his daughter, Betty. In all honesty, 
do you think that your husband hated Betty~ 

A. I don't think he felt as a fathe.r should towards his child 
because he has shown it just s~nce we've been separated, 
even. 

Q. Well, he just didn't meet your standards, isn't that it~ 
A. No. 
Q. Well, he didn't hate her, did he? 
A. \Vell, let's put it this way. He didn't seem to care as 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 204 ~ 

much about her-
Q. \V ell, did he hate her? 
A. I can't say if he hated her. 
'Q. But you made a statement that he hated 

her. 
A. But I don't think he treated her like a father should. 
Q. How can you possibly say that he hated his own flesh 

and blood? 
A. I say at times he did because he begrudged her every

thing. She had to have allergy pills-

Mr. Reed: Mrs. Sollie, just answer his questions. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. How did you and your husband abuse each other, if you 

did, with reference to your sexual marital relations? No; let's 
say your marital sexual relations. Maybe· I had better phrase 
that a little better. · 

A. You have lost me, Mr. Lutins. 
Q. Let's just strike that. Did you experience any difficulty, 
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which. may have been the basis of your husband's alleged 
misconduct, from sex relations between you and your hus
band? 

A. What do you mean by that? . 
Q. (Addressing the reporter) Now, re-read the question, 

M.r. Bieler, would you-and I think the witness can get it 
after it is read back. 

(The reporter read the question above.) 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 205 ~ 

A. I got angry because he wouldn't let me have 
children and he \vas so worried about me having 
children-not having children-that our sex 
wasn't-I mean-

Q. That's the answer; go on. 
A. You know; well, he was so worried about having a.ny

thing to do with me and that I might get pregnant, that all 
he was interested in was himself. 

Q. Let's see; no\>ir, you wanted more children? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And your husband, you say, refused? 
A. That's right. 
Q. As a result, this. dissatisfied you? 
A. Well, naturally. 
Q. Well, now, you expected-or did you expect that the 

cl1ildren you would bear, jf he permitted you to do this, would 
receive the same treatment as Betty had received~ 

A. I figured if Bob ever had a son, then he would learn 
to treat Betty and I decent, because that's wha.t he wanted. 

Q. Suppose he had another daughter; were. you willil1g 
to give birth to a child who would receive the same treatment 
which you have alleged Betty has received at his bands~ 

A. No; I thought perhaps that this time things would be 
different; that the more children, the closer we'd get and 
maybe there'd be something there for us. I had hoped, by 

having more children, that there would be some-
Dep. thing there. 
7 /26/58 . Q. Well, you felt like you didn't have anything 
page 206 ~ to lose? 

A. I didn't have, anything to lose. 
Q. Well, things c-0uldn 't have been any worse and the 

possibility is it would have gotten better,-is that the way 
you felU 

A. Yes. • 
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Q. And yet you were willing to submit another child to this 
abusef 

Mr. Reed: She hasn't testified to that, Mr. Lutins. 
Mr. Lutins: Well, I'm drawing a natural conclusion. 
Mr. Reed: Well, you can draw a natural conclusion from 

her testimony but you're trying to put words in her mouth 
that she hasn't said. 

Mr. Lutins: She can answer whether or not my conclusions 
a.re true as the way she sees them. 

Q. (Continued) What is the answer? 
A. I thought perhaps, if we had more ~hildren, B"etty a.nd 

Bob would grow closer, and things would be better. 
Q. And if the child that was to be born received the same 

type -of treatment which Betty received, that 'iVouldn 't have 
been so bad either; is that correct 1 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 207 r 

A. Yes; it would have been. 
Q. In your Bill of Complaint, you stated that 

you bad Bell's palsey? 
A. Uh-bum. 
Q·. And you further stated it ·was brought on by 

mistreatment and abuse by your husband? 
A. No; I said it was from a nervous condition. 
Q. And my question was, which you say was in turn a 

result, or rather which you say this nervous condition was 
brought on by mistreatment and abuse by your husband; 
is that correct~ 

A. Well, I wasn't nervous before I married him. 
Q. So you say, as a result of your marriage, you got 

nervous? · 
A. Yes; who wouldn't? 
Q. 1.7Vell, didn't you have Bell's palsey, or some form 

of it as a child? 
A. Uh-uh. 
Q. \Vere you always a healthy child? 
A. I had measles and mumps and chicken pox-and things 

like that, and I had-Lord, I don't know but I was healthy; 
I was a. healthy child-I guess my motber said I was sickly 
but I don't ever remembe.r being sick. 

Q. V\T ere you a. nervous· child? 
A. Yes; I lived under conditions that Betty lived undet. 
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Q. I thought you said you weren't nervous· until 
Dep. you married your husband? Now, what is the 
7 /26/58 truth, Mrs. Sollie 1 .· 
page 208 ~ A. I was nervous when I lived with my mother 

and father, and they fought like Bob and I did; 
then after-when my mother and father were separated and 
I had grown up and lived a normal life, I wasn't nervous 
until I married my husband. How could you possibly not be 
nervous when you are living in a condition that there was 
fighting all the time? 

Q. Who was doing all this fighting? 
A. When I was a child, my mother and father fought like 

Bob and I did. 
Q. Then you had been exposed to this type of situation? 
A. Wbat has my younger day.s got to do with Bob and I? 
Q. Just answer my questions; I can't answer your question, 

Mrs. Sollie. 
A. I'll say my mother and father didn't get along either. 
Q. Now, you say that you're advised that Bell's pa.lsey is 

caused by a nervous condition, which is hrought about by the 
mistreatment and abuse of your husband 7 

A. Yes. 
Q. My question specifically is who advised you 

Dep. of this? 
7 /26/58 A. I went to see several doctors about it and 
page 209 ~ Dr. \Vright didn't say my husband did it, but 

he told me it was a nervous condition because 
there is no cure-

Q. And you just assumed this nervous condition-

Mr. Reed: Let her finish answering the question. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. I thought you had finished-and you just assumed this 

nerv·ous condition, which the doctor told you existed, was 
brought about by the mistreatment and abuse of your hus
band? 

A. Well, who else? 
Q. Then the doctor didn't tell you that was the ca.use

"ra.s iU 
A. He told me it ·was a nervous condition. 
Q. And is a nervous condition that you had prior to this 
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time-right 1 You said you had experienced a nervous con
dition before this time and it was in your early years. 

A. Oh, I was nervous when I was a child; I don't know if 
I was nervous or not. My mother said I was, but I don't 
ever remember having a nervous breakdown or anything-or 
having St. Vitus dance or anything like that. 

Q'. Did you have St. Vitus dance 1 
A. No; good grief. Can Betty tell me when she's 28 years 

old whether she was nervous as a child 1 
Q'. Would you please refrain from asking me questions 1 

Now, the statement that you never were nervous 
Dep. until you married Bob Sollie is incorrect then 1 
7 /26/58 A. Well, let me put it this way. When I took 
page 210 r my physical at the telephone company, they 

checked on my nerves and if you '.re nervous, you 
can't work there, and I got a joh there. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Sollie, all the alleged treatment by your 
husband culminated on April 16, 1957, when you say you 
left him; is that correct¥ 

A. I guess. 
Q·. Well, you were there 1 
A. Well, I left him in April, 1957, and-
Q. What was the straw that broke the camel's back, now1 
A. Well, he slapped me around that time and instead of 

getting any better, he got worse. He never stayed home 
with me; he was gone-he always had an excuse to be going 
some place and it was everything. I had tried all these 
years to have children and I went to Dr. Elliott and I was 
telling him about it; and he examined me-he X-rayed me and 
everything-and he said there was no reason for it. And I 
even confronted Bob with it and he admitted that he used 
me and wouldn't let me have children. 

Q. Well now, did you make arrangements to leave1 
A. No; I did not. 

Q. You just packed your bags and left 1 
Dep. A. Yes. 
7 /26/58 Q. You were just sick and tired of the situa-
page 211 r tion 1 

A. Yes; and I :figured if Bob can't
Q. Pardon me1 
A. I said I :figured if Bob cared anything about that child 

that he would see whe.re he was wrong in bis treatment to us 
and would talk it over and try to straighten it up. Heaven 
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knows, I didn't want to leave him. I even tried to get him 
to straighten up with Mr. Reed. 

Q. Do you think, in any way, that you caused the situation 
to come about which culminated in.your ,.,leaving? 

A. What do you mean? . r. ' 

Q. Well, you said you 'te not perfect? 
A. Well, ;naturally not. 
Q. '7\Tith that in mind,· 'vhat is your answer? 
A. Well, now that I've thought it over, I see where I was 

w.rong in this, too-but I can see what I did WTong; but Bob 
has, to this day, said he is perfect and he never did anything 
·wrong; and you can't-I mean, I couldn't be all wrong in 
this whole mess. 

Q. Mrs. Sollie, a.re you qualified to do any work to em
ploy your own self? 

A. You mean, what do I know how to do? 
Q. Yes. 

Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 212 ~ 

same? 

A. Yes ; I can run a PBX boa.rd and I can file 
and I can teach da.ncing. 

Q. How about a. switchboard? 
A. That's it; a s'Witcbboard. 
Q. PBX board and switchboard are orie and the 

A. The same. 
Q. Are these newly acquired abilities of yours, or have 

you possessed these through the years-the ability to operate 
the switchboard, and to teach dancing? .. 

A. '7\Tell, I just learned how to teach dancing at Arthur 
Murray's, but I worked for the telephone company and I 
ran a PBX board before I was manied. 

Q. Are you presently employed~ 
A. No; once in a while, I go in and relieve for somebody 

'vho was sick,· oi· on vacation, at the Ponce de Leon Hotel, 
or whatever you call it-but I haven't worked now since
it 's been about h•;ro or three weeks and they only can me when 
they absolutely need me. 

Q. What do you make? 
A. $5.00 a day. 
Q. How many days have you been called within the last 

month~ ·· · 
A. I think I got five days. · 
Q. Y1ou m'ade $25.00'within the last month? 
A. Yes; I didn't. make that clear. They took taxes off that 

and carfare, and lunch money, and baby sitting. 
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Q. Have you actively sought permanent em-
Dep. 
7/26/58 
page 213 r 

ployment? 
A Yes; sure. 
Q. What have you done specifically? 
A. Been to every place I know that has

Q. Have you been to Smartwear Irving Saks? 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know, as a matter of fact, that they need a 

switchboard operator? 
A. No; I didn't. 

· Q. Then you haven't exhausted every source? 
A. I didn't know about that and by my working, I can 

show on my little girl's report card the difference by my 
staying home, and working, and by her grades along; and I 
imagine if you went up and checked with the schools, they 
could show you, too. 

Q. You estimate that you need $218.00 per month? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And your husband is paying you what T 
A. $140.00. 
Q. All right; has he kept his payments up? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lu tins: Uh-hum; no further questions. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Do you authorize the stenographer to sign your name 

to your deposition when it is transcribed 1 
A. Yes, sir. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 214 r 

MRS. PATRICIA ANN HUGHES 
SOLLIE 

By MARCUS A. BIELER 
Court Reporter. 

Roanoke, Virginia 
August 30, 1958 
10 :30 o'clock A. M. 
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MRS. PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE, 
the complainant, recalled for continuation of her examination, 
having been previously sworn, deposes and says as follows: 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You are Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you're married to Robert J. Sollie, the defendant 

in t.his case 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. When were you and Mr. Sollie married 7 
A. February 3, 1951. 
Q. Where were you married 7 
A. Tacoma Park, Maryland. 
Q. Have there been any children born to the marriage 7 
A. One little girl. 
Q. ""\Vhat is her name and when was she born 7 
A. Elizabeth Ann Sollie; September 20, 1951. 
Q. How old are you, Mrs. Sollie 7 
A. 28. 

Q. How old is Mr. Sollie? 
Dep. A. 30. 
8/30/58 Q. You have instituted a suit for divorce 
pag·e 215 ~ against your husband, alleging that he has been 

guilty of cruelty towards you; is that correct 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, M.rs. Sollie, there have been several peoi:>le who 

testified in this case when you originally took depositions on 
February 8, 1958. We took their depositions out -of order 
for the reason that all of these witnesses that testified, with 
the exception of your mother, ca.me here-I think the record 
will show-against their wishes ; and they all had something 
else to do, so we took their evidence first. 

I had thought that at this particular time, we would put 
on a minimum of evidence due to the understanding between 
the parties and counsel; however, we will have to go back 
from tJ1e beginning of your marriage, it appears, and come 
up to date. 

1\fr: Lu tins: Is this a question? 
Mr. Reed: I'm stating it for the record. You can state 

anything you want to. 
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By Mr. Reed: ( coptinues examination) 
Q. Therefore, Mrs. Sollie, we will start from the beginning 

of your marriage. Have you testified where you were mar
ried? 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 216 ~ 

A. Yes, sir; Tacoma Park, Maryland. 
Q. Tacoma Park, Maryland; after you were 

married, where did you go to live? 
A. I went home to Pittsburgh with my mother. 
Q. What was your husband doing at th; time? 

A. He was going to school in Tacoma Park, Maryland. 
Q. Did he continue to go to school after you were mar

ried? 
A. Yes, sir.· 
Q. And how long did you live ·with your mother in Pitts-

burgh? 
A. From February until June. 
Q. Of 1951? . 
A. '51; yes, sir. 
Q. Then what happened~ 
A. Bob came home and we went up to Schenectady to live, 

when he went to work for G. E. and we went up to Schenec
tady. 

Q. Did you have your own place in Schenectady? 
A. We rented an apartment. 
Q. And I believe the child was born in September, 1951? 
A. Yes; sir. 
Q. Now, how did your husband treat you while you we.re 

living there in Schenectady, in the early sfages bf your 
marriage? · · 

A. Well, he was better tO me the:ri, than he was after we got 
furniture; but I mean, our marriage wasn't a partnership. 
He went out and I sat at home. 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 217 ~ By Mr. Lutins: (interposing) 

Q. What was that answer~ He did whaU 
A. I mean, he was always going out. 

Mr. Lutins: (Addressing the, reporter) What did she 
say~ 

(The reporter read the last two questions and answers 
above.) 
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By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
·Q. Did he provide for the family? 
A. What do you mean-provide 1 
Q. Did he-
A. ·well, my mother bought all Betty's baby things, and his 

people and my mother bought her baby furniture; and of 
course, at that time, Bob was only making $40.00 a week 
and we had to save for a doctor bill and hospital bill. But 
he did let me handle that $40.00 when he was making $40.00, 
and when he made $50.00, then he quit. 

And my mother bought all my maternity clothes and ;:iJl 
my nightgowns-to go to the hospital. Between his people 
and my people, that was the baby's things; you know-they 
bought the baby stuff and they knew it was coming. 

Q. You have testified, or you ha:ve alleged in your Bill of 
Complaint, that you lived with your mother for approxi

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 218 ~ 

mately four months without any support at all 
from your husband; is that correct.? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, how long did you live in Schenectady'? 
A. Four yea.rs. 

Q. Did you live there until you ca.me to Roanoke County? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. During the time-the four-year period tlrn,t, you lived 

in Schenectady-did your husband ever strike you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On what occasions? 
A. Just :fighting; I mean-well, one in particular-I 

couldn't :find his hunting knife and one thing led to anotber, 
and I told him to put his hunting knife where he would find 
it, and we just argued over it-and he slapped me be.cause I 
wouldn't find it for him. And I called his mother, and his 
mother told me-"Well, if you don't like what my son does, 
why don't you take that kid and go?" 

Q. That was one occasion ''1hen he slapped you; approxi
rnatelv wlrnn was that? 

A. Oh, that was just about a year before we came down 
here. '54, I think it was, and then before that he slapped me 
over an argument we had-we had an argume11t and ]Je 
slapped me, and kicked the television, and he.'d tlnow things. 
And before that-I mean, before the time I called his mot.her. 
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page. 219 r 

streets. 

Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie. 

Q. Are there any other times while you were 
living in Schenectady that he physically struck 
you? 

A. On several occasions up there, when we lived 
on Dartmouth Street; I mean, I name things by, 

Q. He struck you then, several times, while you were living 
on Dartmouth Street, in Schenectady? 

A. Yes; and when we moved in our own home on Marino 
Boulevard, he struck me several times there. 

Q. Now the times that-you have been speaking of,-that he 
struck you-were in your home 7 

A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Was anybody present besides you and your husband? 
A. Just the child; my mother was there once when he threw 

the fish water at me, because we had an argument over his girl. 
·Q. Threw the what at you? 
A. He was cleaning the fish bowl and I called this girl I 

thought he was running with, and he threw the water from 
the fish bowl at me. 

Q. You mean the water was from the fish bowl? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, you have also alleged in the Bill of Com

plaint that practically from the beginning of your marriage, 
that the defendant has used vile language toward you, and 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 220 r 

also called you uncouth names 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now what are you referring to there? 
A. Well, he's called me-I never heard of it 

before-but "Maggot Mouth". That's a great 
expression of my husband's; he calls me maggot mouth, and 
he has said that in front of friends; and that he picked me off 
the street-that I was a nothing until he got me, and that he 
said it in front of other friends that I was illegitimate-and 
just things like that. 

Q. He has said, before friends, that you were illegitimate? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now when, and approximately, and where did this occur 

-and who heard iU 
A. Well, Mr. and Mrs. Sydnor, and Mr. and Mrs. Mills 

beard him say that he picked me off the street, that I was a 
nothing. 

Q. They are people that have already testified? 
A. Well, Mrs. Sydnor has; and Mr. and Mrs. Mills heard 

him say it the night when he said I was illegitimate. They were 
there that night and Mrs. Mills came over the next morning 
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and we had argued about it, Bob and I, and it was over and 
done with-and she came. over and said "Oh, poor Pat, 
how can you stand him?'' 

Q. She has also testified in this case? 
A. Yes; and she's denied, I believe, hearing him say it. And 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 221 ~ 

County? 

she refreshed my memory about it the next 
morning. It was one of her great things that she 
does. 

Q. Now, these times that you 're referring to 
now have been since you moved to Roanoke 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. \Vhen did you move to Roanoke County? 
A. I think February, '56. See, we lived here in the city from 

October until February, and then we bought-while our house 
was being built; then, since our house was built, vve went out · 
in the county. 

Q. I was under the impression that you moved diTectly to 
the county; but you came to Roanoke in Octobe.r, 1955 f 

A. Yes. 
Q. And moved to 3828 Colony Lane, Roanoke County f 
A. Yes, sir; in February of '56. 
Q. In February of '56? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you and Mr. Sollie live at that address in Roanoke 

County from February of '56 until you left in April, 1957' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, you have alleged in your Bill of Complaint 

that on March 1, 1957, at your home in Roanoke County, that 
vour husband physically abused you on that date? 
~ A. Yes, sir. 
Dep. Q. Now, explain to the court in detail what led 
8/30/58 up to this occurrence, and just what happened f 
page 222 ~ A. Well, Bob and I bad been having trouble and 

I went in to see you and Mr. Reed; and Mr. Reed 
didn't want to see us break up and he asked if Bob wouldn't 
come in and talk to him. Maybe sometimes a stranger could 
straighten Bob out and I-because I didn't want to leave my 
husband, if he could be good. So Bob went in to see Mr. Reed 
on that day-on the first of March. 

Q. Were you present, too? 
A. Yes, sir; and we talked. And Mr. Reed asked Bob all

you know,-how he felt, and Bob didn't care whether I left 
or not. He just wasn't interested, so we went home and Bob 
said I bad lied to Mr. Reed, and that I knew these things I had 
told Mr. Reed weren't so. 
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And he said that he was mad when we left the office and then 
we went on home; and he had a book there, with some kind of 
bills where he had paid this, and paid that-and I ·was looking 
through the book and I saw where he had paid the wate.r bill 
about three times in one month. And they were all high water 
bills, like $10.00 and things like that, and we don't use that 
much water in the winter. 

So I said something about ""'Well, I think there's a mistake 
here", and I was going to ask Mrs. Conner about his allegedly 

paying all these water bills in one month. I think 
Dep. there was about three some. 
8/30/58 So he got real mad because I was going to go 
page 223 ~ and check behind him; that's what he thought. I 

said "Gee, Bob, when we were back talking about 
money, it doesn't make sense paying so much water bills in 
one month," and he took off his coat and threw it, and jumped 
at me and started slapping me around. I don't know why, but 
because I bad been to either Mr. Reed, or because I think I 
caught him ·with that water bill business, which he bad too 
many marked down, or marked down too many times that he 
paid. And he just, out of a clear blue sky, jumped at me and 
then, after it was all over, he. said he was sorry and let's go to 
bed. 

Q. What did be do to you~ 
A. He slapped me; I was holding the baby and he sat down 

across my lap and slapped me across the face, and around the 
ears, and pushed my glasses back. And then he picked up my 
leg and he kept beating me on the leg; and when I got around 
away from him, I ran for the telephone., and the police 
wouldn't come-so I ran next door to Jean and J. W. Thomas. 

Q. They have also testified in this case, I believe~ 
A. And then I asked Mr. Thomas to take me over to Salem 

because the police said I'd have to go to Salem if I wanted to 
press charges against him ; and I asked him to take me to 
Salem and he said no-that he didn't want to get involved
but that I could come in; and then Bob came to the door 

and J. ·vv. told him to go away because Bobby 
wasn't feeling good, and he didn't want Bobby 
upset with our troubles. . 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 224 ~ But Bob insisted to come in and he said he 

could, if he behaved himself-and he said be 
would behave himself; so we sat there for a little while, and 
J e.an and J. \V. talked to Bob, and we went on home. 

Q. Did you call the sheriff's office~ 
A. From their place, yes. 
Q. And what happened 7 
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A. They said that I'd have to come over there and I asked 
Jean and J. W. to take me over, and they said no. 
· Q. Did they want you to get a warrant ouU Is that righU 

A. Yes; they said I'd have to come to see them to swear out 
a warrant against him before. they could come and take him. 

Q. What condition were you in when you went over to the 
Thomas' house to use he phone f 

A. I was crying, and kind of hysterical. 
Q. Now, you stayed at your home, then, until April, 16, 

1957? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. '\That did you do on that datef 
A. I left; I went to live with my mother. I took my little 

girl and went to live with my mother. 
Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 225 r 

Q. Had your mother been living with you and 
your husband' 

A. Yes. 
Q. 'Vhen did she leave f 

A. I can't say for sure; it's either the middle of March, or 
sometime in April-the first of April. 

·Q. Did you have any place else to go' 
A. No. . 
Q. Did you have any money' 
A. No ; I wasn't allowed to handle money. 
Q. Did you leave as soon as you were financially able tof 
A. No; I left as soon as my mother had a place to live, for 

me to go, because I had no job when I le.ft Mr. Sollie and I had 
no money. 

Q. Have you lived with your husband since April 16, 1957 f 
A. No. 
Q. Where have you been livingf 
A. Do you want the address f 
Q. Have you been living in Roanoke city? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'Vith your motherf 
A. Yes, sir. 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 226 r 

Q. Did you take your daughter with you f 
A. Yes. 
Q. And has she been living with you f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did your husband treat your daughter 

before you left f 
A. I think Bob's always hated Betty. He's never showed 

any love for Betty, like a father should. He doesn't do this 
today; he doesn't even come to see the child. He hasn't laid 
eyes on Betty since, I think,-it was sometime. in May when he 
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come over to borrow $35.00-not borrow, but when he wanted 
$35.00. That was the only time he had seen Betty and he's 
never called her. He has done mean things like to her, like 
once she wrote on the wall when she was about two, and he 
took lights to shine in her eyes to let her know that she did 
wrong; and that wasn't right. And when he punished Betty, 
he seemed to take some kind of joy in it. 

Q. What type of punishment was it~ . 
A. He was mean; he'd slap Betty across the face f.or just 

some.times nothing, and when Betty would come to crawl up on 
his lap, he'd say "Go away; I'm tired." Or she'd ask him to 
read a story to her-well, he couldn't read her a story; he 
didn't want to be bothered. 

And he didn't want to buy Betty's clothes. My mother 
bought Betty's clothes and then the only winter coat Betty has 

had, I went and worked next door; I watched the 
Dep. little girl next door for the lady, for $5.00 a week, 
8/30/58 and I paid for Betty's winter coat. And he bought 
page 227 ~ Betty a pair of shoes in March, and it was Decem-

ber, the next year, before she got her second pair 
of shoes. He just didn't believe in buying things. 

I don't say Betty needed everything in the world but I think 
the. necessities-

Q. Did he show any affection toward the child? 
A. No; he didn't show affection to anyone except he ex

pected it from everyone else. He was even cruel to the dog and 
things like that. 

Q. How recent has this treatment of Betty been? 
A. Up until we left. The. night before we left, he punished 

Betty because the little girl-Mrs. Sydnor's little girl, and 
Betty were teasing-and it was children's play; and he took 
Betty and made her sit on the couch .and said if she didn't 
behave herself, he was going, to beat her. And even Mrs. Syd
nor commented on it, and commented on the gle.am in his eye 
when he punished Betty. 

Q. I think Mrs. Sydnor has testified that the punishment 
did not fit the crime? 

A. He would never take Betty any place he was going; he'd 
be going up to a neighbor's in the car and Betty would ask to 
go along, and as a rule, he wouldn't take her. She would have 
to cry and we would have to argue over that. 

If Betty was sick and I wanted to sleep in her 
Dep. room, he'd get mad and he has always said that I 
8/30/58 love Betty too much. I don't think you can love a 
page 228 ~ child too much; perhaps, if he had been loved a 

little, he wouldn't be like this today. 
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Q. Since April 16, 1957, you have had your child with you?. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And has Mr. Sollie visited the child? 
A. Not very of ten. 
Q. Approximately how many times has he come. to see hed 
A. \l\T ell, he hadn't seen her from April until-I think it was 

almost September when Betty fell and cut her head, and I 
called him }?ecause she wanted to see her daddy. I called him 
and told him about it and then he came for her birthday. 

Q. That was Septembed 
A. That was in September; aud then he come about once a 

month from then on, and he didn't even spend Christmas with 
Betty. She begged him to come down for Christmas, but he 
couldn't; and then he came to see her about once a month, up 
until April, and he hasu 't seen Betty now since-I can't say 
for sure-it's been, I think, right after the 4th of May. He 
came the 4th of May for the May procession and he has11 't 
laid eyes on Betty for about three months now. He hasn't 
called; he doesn't know and he doesn't care about his child. 

Q. \l\That was the state of the child's health 
Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 229 ~ 

prior to when you left him April, 1957? · 
A. She was suffering from all kind of allergies 

and I took her to Dr. Shapiro because she was sick 
constantly, and Dr. Shapiro said he couldn't fig

ure out what was the matter with the child. 

Mr. Lutins: I object to what she's going to testify about 
Dr. Shapiro's statement to her. 

By Mr. Reed : 
Q. Go ahead, Mrs. Sollie. 
A. And Dr. Shapiro kept giving her pills and she .wasn't 

getting any better; so I asked Dr. Shapiro-I said that we 
were worried about Betty because she wasn't gaining weight; 
she wasn't doing anything. I said "Dr. Shapiro, could it be 
a home condition?" and he said "\l\That do you mean?" I said 
''Mr. Sollie and I don't get along very well"-and I said we 
fight quite a bit; and he said ''\l\T ell, no medicine in this world 
is going to help your child unless that condition corrects 
itself." 

He said "Can't you and your husband get together and 
straighten this out?" I said "No, I have tried. I've been to a 
lawyer and I've tried in every way. I've been to two lawyers, 
to Mr. Lutins and to Mr. Reed." And I said "My husband 
says he does nothing wrong.'' · 

And Dr. Shapiro said "You have to do one thing or an-
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other; straighten out the home life or get away." So the 
child has been a lot better; I don't buy her al-

Dep. lergy pills or nothing anymore, other than she 
8/30/58 might fall or she might have a cold, or she had 
page 230 ~ measles. But there are no allergies and sickness 

like that now. 
Q. Has her general health improved 7 
A. Yes; until she had the measles, I hadn't had the doctor 

for her since she had measles. 
Q. There's been some testimony in the case., so far, concern-

ing the air duct in the house that went to Betty's room 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. 'W'ill you clarify that~ 
A. I complained about her room being so cold; it was freez

ing all winter in Betty's room and I couldn't figure it out. I 
couldn't figure out the cause. 

Bob, of course, had cut the heat down on us anyway; and I 
had the man who installed our furnace come in because I had 
turned the thermostat up to 80. 

Q. Please slow down; you 're speaking too fast. Go ahead. 
A. And it would still "Qlow nothing but cold air, and it would 

blow out of that shut. And finally, I asked Bob what was 
wrong with the heat and then I called Mr. Hall, the man that 
installed our furnace; and he sent a man out and he said 
"\Vell, for heaven's sake, no wonder you 're cold." Somebody 
had-you know, Bob-I can't say Bob-but somebody had 

cut it down so that I could turn the thermostat 
Dep. up and all it would do was blow the air. I 
8/30/58 wouldn't get the oil to go into the furnace to give 
page 231 } me heat. 

He said "You 're saving on oil, but wasting elec
tricity." So Betty's Toom was extremely cold and Mrs. 
Thomas came over one day and I was complaining about how 
cold Betty's room was; and she said ''Lord, that child would 
have pneumonia in that room, being so cold.'' And we went 
down to the basement and we were looking at the ducts going 
up to the diffe.rent rooms and she said "No wonder Betty's 
room is cold; tbe heat was cut off." You know, the duct was 
cut off so that she wouldn't get any heat in her room. 

And Dr. Shapiro said that Betty needed a humidifier put on 
the furnace immediately. It took, I bet you, two months before 
·we got around to letting· Betty have that humidifier, and it's 
not on right, yet. 

Q. There's also some testimony in the case about a plate 
being off the hot ·water heater, I believe it was 7 

A. Yes. 
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Q. ·what was thaU 
A. He went down and cut the bot water down on me so that 

I could wash and couldn't do dishes. He was always saving 
and be left the plate off, and all these wires were exposed. 

·And I had asked Bob, and asked Bob, and asked Bob-and then 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 232 ~ 

J. 1N. said be wouldil 't let his child come in our 
basement until Bob put that plate back on. And 
finally, when I said I was going to call the ele.ctric 
company to put it on, he put it on for me but it had 
been off almost the whole winter. 

Q. \Vhy was it that you had to take it upon yourself to see 
about the heating system and about the hot water heater? 
"WJ1y didn't your husband take care of those things? 

A. He wouldn't. 
Q. Did he do anything around the home towards making 

repairs, or seeing that repairs were made~ 
A. No. 
Q. "Was it because he didn't like that type of thing, or why 

did he do that? 
A. Because he said that I nagged him about it and he wasn't 

going to do anything as long as I asked him to. 
Q. "What was the state of your health prior to the time you 

left in April, '57? 
A. I was extremely nervous and-
Q. \Vhy were you extremely nervous? 
A. Vil ell, one of the things was that I wanted more children 

and he wouldn't let me have them. That upset me; every 
month, it was like an obsession with me and he'd get out of 
the car and I'd see him get home at night, and I'd watch him. 
In the winter, he 'cl get out of the car and be laughing and 
happy and as soon as he'd hit that driveway, his face would 
drop and he'd have a long puss on; and he'd walk all the way 

around the house to see what damage me or 
Dep. Betty, or the dog, had done. 
8/30/58 And then he'd walk in and be 'd inspect things 
page 233 r to see if I had done anything, or Betty had done 

anything. I mean, you were scared to death all the. 
time because you never knew what kind of a mood he was go
ing· to be in. 

Q. Mrs. Sollie, I am sorry that we have got to go into this 
but-

Mr. Lutins: Just ask the questions. You don't have to 
apologize. 

Mr. Reed: That's all right; I've got the witness and you 
will have your chance, Mr. Lutins. 
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By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, you have alle.ged in your Bill of Complaint 

that your husband bas abus~d you in your marital relations. 
Do you want to tell the court about that~ 

A. \Vell, Mr. Sollie knew bow .badly I wanted more children 
and be would let me go to all kinds of doctors to see why I 
couldn't have any more; but yet, when the time came when I 
could get that way, he would just use me and not do anything. 
He would get me real upset about not having any children and 
I don't know-but he was just-

Q. \Vhat do you mean, that he U$ed you~ 
A. I don't know how to sav it. 
Q. \Vell, just go abead'and say it. . . 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 234 ~ 

A. \Vell, when it was time-or the time of the 
month. that I could have gotten pTegnant, Mr. 
Sollie and I would have relations or something; 
and instead of doing anything, he would run into 
the bathroom. 

And I was talking about-I've been to doctors and doctors 
and I was getting real nervous about not having any more 
children; and I went to Dr. Elliott and Dr. Elliott has exam
ined me, X-rayed me even. He let me go through all that toT
ture and Dr. Elliott and I were talking, and he asked me about 
my personal life; and I told him what Mr. Sollie does-and 
he said "·well, Lord, Mrs. Sollie-no wonder you don't have 
any children. As long as he's going in the commode like that.'' 

And I told Bob about it and he said "Well, as long as you 're 
like you are, I'm not going to let you have any more children.'' 
And for six years, he bas bad me nervous because I couldn't 
have any children. 

Q. Did you go to any other doctors besides Dr. ElliotU 
A. I went to doctors in New York; I have been to Dr. 

\Vright down here. It has upset me when I couldn't :figure out 
why-I mean, when, I wanted children-but if I didn't want 
children, you know; but I did want children and he didn't want 
me to have any or he could have been honest enough to tell me 
he didn't want them, instead of letting me get all nervous 
about it every month. 

Q. Has this state of your health had any outward effect on 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 235 r 

to you~ 

your appearance~ I'm referring to your allega
tions in your Bill of Complaint. 

A. Yes; I have Bell's palsy and the doctor 
stated it could have been my nerves that caused it. 

Q. \iVhat is this Bell's palsy~ ·what has it done 

A. It made half my face paralyzed. 
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Q. \Vhen did this happen? 
A. December, 19-
Q. You testified you came- . 
A. \}\Then did we come down here? . 
Q. You testified you came to Virginia in 1955. 
A. December, 1955. 
Q. That is, since you have been in Virginia this has oc

curred Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Your husband has been working for General Electric in 

Roanoke County, at the big plant there, since you came here 
in October of 1955; is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know his income? What was his income at the 

time you moved to Virginia. Y 
A. I don't know; I know what his income was the year that 

we lived in Virginia but before that, I was not allowed any
thing with money. 

Q. You are not allowed to do anything with money? 
A. No ; never been. · 

Dep. Q. Before we get into this income situ-
8/30/58 ation, Mrs.. Sollie, wl:io paid the bills at the 
page 236 r house? 

A. Mr. Sollie. 
Q. How much money did he give you· on a weekly basis 7 
A. Well, \vhen I learned to drive, I was allowed $20.00 a 

week for groceries. 
Q. Had he bought the groceries prior to that Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Were you allowed any spending money Y 
A. No. 
Q. \}\T ere you allowed to buy anything for the house? 
A. No; I wasn't allowed to buy anything for the child, 

either. · 

Mr. Reed: The parties hereby stipulate that Mr. Sollie's 
gross income, based on his earnings as of August, 1957, was 
$5,663.22. Is that stipulation correct, Mr. Lu tins Y 

Mr. Lutins: That is gross. 
Mr. Reed: I said bis gross income, didn't H 
Mr. Lutins: I didn't hear you. 
Mr. Reed: Have we stipulated that correctly? 
Mr. Lutins: \Ve stipulate that, as of the date which you 

have already stated. 
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Mr.' Reed: Okay. For the purpose of ~he rec-
Dep. ord, the parties and their counsel have discussed 
8/30/58 a division of the personal property and have 
page 237 r agreed as follows: that Mrs. Sollie shall have as 

her own property, the following items, and all 
other items of personal property shall be the property of Mr. 
Sollie: 

Three-piece bedroom suite 
Television set 
Electric washer and dryer 
Two living room lamps 
Two bird-cage planters 

' ·white enamel kitchen table 
Bookcase 
Small chest 
Utility table 
Vacuum cleaner (which Mrs. Sollie has now in her posses-

sion.) 
Linoleum rug 
Bathroom scales 
Electric fan 
One-half of the silver, which Mrs. Sollie has in her posses-

sion now. 
An electric mixer, which she also has. 
One-half of the kitchen ware, such as pots and pans, which 

has already been divided, and which Mrs. Sollie has in her 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
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possession. 
The.re has been no agreement as to the dispo~ 

sition of the real estate owned by the parties as 
tenants by their entireties. 

Is that correct, Mr. Lu tins~ 
Mr. Lutins: That is absolutely correct. 

(The taking of the above deposition was concluded at 12 :10 
o'clock P. M. By the agreement of counsel, the taking of ad
ditional depositions is continued to some future time, at the 
convenience of the parties and counsel.) 

Dep. 
8/30/58 
page 239 r State of Virginia, 

City of Roanoke, to-wit: 

I, Marcus A .. Bieler, a notary publiCi for the State of Vir
ginia at Large, having qualified in the Hustings Court of the 
City of Roanoke, Virginia, certify that the foregoing deposi-
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tion of Mrs. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie was duly taken and 
sworn to at the time and places, and for the purpose in the 
caption mentioned; that the said deposition of the witness 
·was taken before me aJld by me in machine shorthand and 
correctly transcrib~d as above shown, and that the witness 
authorized the notary public to sign her name to her deposi
tion. 

Given under my hand this 22nd day of November, 1958. 

Seal 

MARCUS A. BIELER 
Notary Public for the State of 
Virginia. at Large. 

My Commission expires on the 6th day of July, 1962 . 

• • • • • 
Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 241 ~ 

• • • • • 

DEPOSITIONS FOR THE RESPONDENT. 

· Jtine 12 and 16, 1959 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

Appearances: G. V\T. Reed, Jr., Esq., Counsel for the Com
plainant, and the Complainant in her proper person ; 

Harvey .S. Lutins, Esq., Counsel for the Respondent, and 
the Respondent in his proper person. 

The depositions of Mrs. Gladys Cox Mills, and others, taken 
before Marcus A. Bieler, a N ota.ry Public for the State of 
Virginia. at large, pursuant to agreement of counsel, at the 
law ·offices of Harvey S. Lutins, Esq., 324 \Vashington Ave., 
S. Vil., in the city ·of Roanoke, Virginia, at 2 :00 o'clock p. m. 
on the 12th day of June, 1959, and at 1 :00 o'clock p. m., on 
the 16th day of June, 1959, to be read in evidence on behalf 
of the respondent in the above titled cause pending in the 
Circuit Court of· Roanoke County, Virginia. 
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Gladys Cox Mills. 

Reported by: Marcus A. Bieler, Court Reporter, 17 43 
Devon Road, S. W., Roanoke, Virginia . 

• • • • • 

June 12, 1959 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 243 r 

2 :00 o'clock, P. M. 
\ 

Mr. Lutins: .Counsel for cross-complainant wants to state 
to the court that of the depositions to be taken, three of the 
deponents have previously given their depositions by sum
monses issued by the complainant. 

Cross-complainant's position, during the lapse of time for 
the taking of complainant's depositions, and the taking of 
these depositions, has changed and accordingly, it is felt that 
the three witnesses above referred to should be examined; 
and impliedly reserve such right at the taking of complain
ant's depositions, although not by written stimpulation. 

MRS. GLADYS COX MILLS, 
a witness d lawful age, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows: · 

' 
DIECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. State your full name, please ma'am. 
A. Gladys Cox Mills. 
Q. Will you speak up loud so the court reporter can hear 

you. Mrs. Mills, where do you reside 7 
A. 3841 Green Valley Drive, S. W. 
Q. Do you know the complainant in this matter 

Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie7 
A. Yes. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 244 r 

Q. Do you know the cross-complainant in this 
matter, Robert J. Sollie~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. For how long have you been acquainted with these peo-

ple~ 
A. About three and a half years, I suppose. 
Q. About three and a half years 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, let's see; specifically, prior to April 16, 1957, how 

long did you know Mr. and Mrs. Sollie? 
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A. I suppose it was aqout a year; I don't know. 
Q. All right; about a year? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you live near the people? 
A. Yes. 
A. How close? 
A. Oh, about a fourth of a block; they lived in back of us. 
Q. Did you have occasion to visit them at their place of 

residence? 
A. Yes. 

. Q. How often did you visit them? 
Dep. A. Quite often; I don't remember exactly how 
6/12/59 often. Three or four times a week. 
page 245 ~ Q. Were you close to Mrs. Sollie? 

A. Yes. 
Q. You all were friends, of course? 
A: Yes. 
·Q. I believe they had a daughter living with them at the 

time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What was her name? 
A. Betty. 
Q. And how old is she-how old was she in April of '57, do 

vou know? 
., A. I really don'tknow. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Mills, the complainant has alleged that her 
husband bad subjected her to extreme physical and mental 
abuse. Did you, at -any time prior to April the 16th, 1957, wit
ness any such physical or mental abuse. perpetrated by Robert 
J·. Sollie upon the complainant herein, Patricia Sollie? 

A. No. 
Q. Would you briefly tell the court what you did observe 

while you were over at their residence, in the presence of both, 
if :anything? 

A. Well, they bad quite a few arguments but I don't think 
Mr. Sollie was any more to blame than Mrs. Sollie. 

De.p. Q. These arguments were in front of you? 
6/12/59 A. Yes. 
page 246 r Q. Specifically, did you catch the beginning of 

the arguments, or did they commence prior to the 
time you would generally arrive? 

A. ··y.,T ell, they might have; I don't know whether they had 
· commenced before then, or after-but as a Tu le, there was 
usually an argument. 

Q. Would you visit them and not be subjected to any argu
ment between the two? 
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A. Oh, yes; there was times, yes. 
Q. "'lv ould you say the majority of the time, as to what you 

had seen, they were on good terms-or were they arguing? 
A. VVell, I suppose it was about half and half. 
Q. To your knowledge, and as to what you saw, who il1Sti

gated the arguments~ 
A. ·vv ell, I would say that Mrs. Sollie instigated just as 

many as Mr. Sollie, if not more. 
Q. If not more? 
A. If not more. 
Q. Then it was a mutual thing, is that correct
A. Yes. 
Q. -more or less 7 
A. Yes. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 247 r 

A. ·Yes. 

Q. Can you recall any accusations made by 
either party against the other in your presence~ 

A. Yes. Mrs. Sollie accused Mr. Sollie of run
ning around. 

Q. Did he deny these things in your presence 7 

Q. Did you, at any time, see Mr. Sollie strike Mrs. Sollie 
during the time prior to April 16, 1957, or subsequently7 

A. No ; I never did. 
Q. I realize it's difficult to answer, inasmuch as the length 

of time which has elapsed, but can you recall any activities 
which you observed, with reference to the parties here, on or 
around March 1, 1957? 

A. If I recall, in '57 of March, I was working second shift 
and I didn't see any of their activities. I'd see Mrs. Sollie 
during the day, possibly before I'd go to ·work. 

Q. \iVell-
A. But the two of them together, I didn't. 
·Q. The reason I ask is that Mrs. Sollie has alleged in her 

Bill of Complaint that on March 1, 1957, Mr. Sollie last at
tacked her. Did she, at that time, relate to you that he had 
attacked her? 

A. No. 
Q. You have heard nothing about it 7 _ 
A. To my knowledge, as well as I can remember, she didn't 

say anything to me about that. 
Dep. Q. I see; how would you term the home life, as 
6/12/59 to what you observed between these two7 
page 248 r A. \V ell, it wasn't very happy. 

Q. Vil as there anyone else living in the house, 
other than Mr. and Mrs. Sollie and their infant daughted 

A. Yes; the latter part when she was there, her mother was 
living with them-Mrs. Sollie's mother. 
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Q. Do you kno\v when she moved into their residence 1 
A. \Ven, I'm not positive about it, but I think it was around 

the mjcldle of October, od:he latter part of October. · 
Q. Of what year? 
A. '56. 
Q. '56; I see. W1i:at type of home life was created as a re-

·sult of her pTesence ~ · · 

; Mr. Reed: I object t<;> that question becat1se she hasn't 
stated what type of home-life was there prior to her coming, 
and she had-

Mr. Lutins: \Ve.Jl; let's strike that. 
Mr. Reed: Don't stJ-jke it; she bas not testified that she 

even knows about thefr home life, other than the fact that she 
has visited. there and they argued ha1£ of the time, and half 
the fone they didn't argue-and tbat 's all she's test,jfied to 
that she knows; therefore, she is not competent to testify as 
to anything in addition to th!lt and as to any opjnion. 

Mr. Lutins: : ~hat sounds more like an ai·gu-
Dep. ment than an objection. 
6/12/59 
page 249 ~ By Mr. Lu tins: 

· Q. V\T ould you .answer the question for the rec
ord, please W 

A. \Vould xou repeat the question. 

Mr. Lutins: (Addressing the reporter) Read the ques
tion 1:ilease. 

(The reporte.r read the last question above.) 

The \Vitness: \Vell, I don't think she helped the situation 
any. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) . 
Q. V\T ell, let me ask you this; prior to the time that she ar

rived at their residence, as to what you obseTved inasmuch as 
you were a next-door neighbor, what was the relationship 
enjoyed between these two people 1 · . 

· A. V\T ell, I think it was better before she came down. 
Q. And you are telling the court that after Mr. Sollie's 

mother-in-law, Mrs. Ellen Copenhaver; arrived, the situation 
had changed 1 

A. I would say so. 
Q. To what extenU 
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A. It seemed to be worse. 
Q. What type of woman is Mrs. Copenhaver, as to what you 

observed? 
De.p. 
6/12/59 
page 250 r 

Mr. R,eed: I object to that; she hasn't even 
testified she knows the woman. How can she tes
tity what type his mother-in-law is; that's got 

nothing to do with this case. 
Mr. Lutins: It certainly does; she lived in the house and 

she's testified on behalf of her daughter. 
Mr. Reed: Goalie.ad. 
Mr. Lutins: Let me finish now, and we are asking this 

question to tie in with an award that we are going to ask the 
Court to make. · 

Mr. Reed: Go ahead; just help yourself, Harvey. 

Bv Mr. Lutins: 
·Q. Now, did you observe, at any time after Mrs. Copenhaver 

moved into ·the house, her conduct with reference to her 
daughter? 

A. Well, her conduct in reference to-or with her daughter, 
I suppose, was all right. 

Q. Did you ever rec.all them fighting or fussing; did, or did 
they enjoy each other's company? 

A. I couldn't say whether they enjoyed each other's com
pany or not. 

Q. Were you present when they did fuss or fight, or did y~u 
observe that? 

A. Not between the mother and the daughter, no. 
Q. I see; all right. Now, let's see-Mrs. 

Dep. Mills, if you can, for the court's considera-
6/12/59 tion, fix the number of times approximately, or 
page 251 r the frequency of visits by you to Mrs. Sollie's 

home? 
A. Well, as a rule, I was either over to her house or she 

came over to my house practically every day. 
Q. I see; and you say this was for a period of over a ye ad 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, you are still residing, I suppose, at the place that 

you were living on or before April 16, 1957? 
A. Yes; Iam. 
Q. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether or not Patricia 

Ann Hughes Sollie left the marital abode of the parties? 
A. Yes; she did. 
Q. You know she's no longer there, is slie.? 
A. No; she is not. 



Robert J. Sollie v. Pafricia Ann Hughes Sollie 147 

Gladys Cox Mills. 

Q. Do you know when she did leave? 
A. It was some time in April; I don't remember the date. 
Q. Of what year~ 
A. '57, I think; '57. 
Q. To your knowledge, bas she returned to reside in that 

residence? 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 252 r 

A. To my knowledge, she hasn't. 
Q. You would know, of course, inasmuch as you 

are a next door neigh bod 
A. Well, I suppose I would see her around, if 

she did come back. . 
Q. Now, inasmuch as you have, or rather, you did visit the 

residence of the couple on almost every day for a period of 
over a year, prior to April 16, 1957, would you tell the court 
whether or not you heard, between the couple, the use of any 
profanity? 

A. Yes. 
Q. By whom was this profanity used f 
A. By both parties. 
Q. To what extent? 
A. Well, sometimes it would get rather rough. 
Q. ·what do you mean by "rather rough"? 
A. Well, they would use quite a bit of profanity. 
Q. Was the mother-in-law, Mrs. Copenhaver, ever in this f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was this a mutual thing? 
A. Between who f 
Q. Between the two f . 
A. Oh, we were talking about Mrs. Copenhaver and Mrs. 

Sollie. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 253 ~ 

Q. Well, let's say with reference to the argu
ments you heard between Mrs. Sollie and Mrs. 
Copenhaver-was that a mutual thing? 

A. I didn't hear any argument between the 
mother and the daughter. 

Q. I see; with reference to Mr. Sollie and Mrs. Sollie
would that appear to be a mutual thing, or who appeared to be 
the aggressor f 

A. Well, I suppose that one was just as much at fault as the 
other, as I said before. 

Q. Neither were the aggressors? 
A. No. 
Q. And you say Mrs. Sollie did use profanity, as well as Mr. 

Sollie1 · 
A. Yes ; she did. 
Q. Have you ever'Seen Mrs. Sollie mistreat Mr. Sollie? 
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A. Physically? 
Q. Physically mistreat him? 
A. No. 
Q. You never saw her kick him, or anything of that nature? 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mrs. Sollie has attempted to 

turn their child, Betty, against Mr. Sollie? 
A. Well, I have heard her say things that I don't 

think that a mother shonld say to their child about their 
father. 

Dep. Q. What did you hear her say? 
6/12/59 A. Well, such as "don't do this or I'm going to 
page 254 ~ get your father to beat you, or whip you", or do 

this, or do that, or the other. 
Q. Can you elaborate on that, please? 
A. If the child was doing something, instead of her saying 

she was going to slap her, she would say that she would get 
the father, Mr. Sollie, to whip her when he. came home. 

Q. Did she do anything else with reference to turning the 
child against the father, by Mrs. Sollie? 

A. To my know ledge, she didn ~t; it's been a long time, you 
know. I don't remember all. 

Q. Now, do you know whether or not Mrs. Sollie has refused 
to keep the reside.nee in a tidy, clean condition, or to fix meals 
and things of that nature which would be expected of a wife 7 

A. I don't know that she refused to do it, no-I don't know 
that she refused. 

Q. What type of home was kept which you observed? 
A. Well, it wasn't always neat. 
Q. Can you elaborate on that 7 Do you think that there was 

any reason for that, or would you expect it of a woman who 
had an opportunity to clean the house-or just elaborate 
whether it was a condition which should exist, as to what you 

knew of circumstances surrounding these people. 
Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 255 ~ 

A. Well, I don't know whether she had time or 
what. My house isn't always neat and tidy, either. 

Q. Nor mine, but-
A. So I don't think I'd be qualified to say 

whether anybody was a neat housekeeper, or whether they 
aren't. 

Q. How would you term bed Surely, you observed it? 

Mr. Reed: She said she wasn't qualified .. 
Mr. Lu tins: Well, we are all qualified. 
Mr. Reed: Excuse me, then. 
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By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination) 
Q. I want you to amplify that, inasmuch as I feel we are all 

qualified to certainly say what we observe. Specifically, with 
reference to a clean or unclean house, what is your conclusion 1 
ViT as it a clean house 1 

A. Her house was clean; it wasn't always neat, but her 
house was clean. 

Q. Did you ever have occasion to dine at the Sollie's house 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was that pretty properly served and so forth, or what 

took place, if anything, which wasn't usual 1 
A. Well, I don't suppose there was anything unusual. We 

usually ate and that was it. 
Q. Did Mrs. Sollie ever discuss with you the. subject of sex-

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 256 ~ 

ual relations between her and her husband 1 
A. To what extent do you mean 1 
Q. To any extent1 
A. \l.,T ell, she talked about not sleeping with him. 
Q. How did she talk 1 Was she boastful, or em-

barrassed, or what 1 
A. No; she didn't seem to be embarrassed about it. 
Q. Did she assign a reason for this 1 
A. No. 
·Q. Well, can you tell us a little bit about this conversation 

that she bad 1 
A. Vv ell, all I know is that she would just talk about that, 

that she didn't sleep with her husband for weeks, or some
thing like that. 

Q. Did she appear to be proud ·of this 1 
A. I don't know whether she was proud of it or not. 
Q. Did she ever have any conversation with you with refer

ence to preparing meals for her husband, such as breakfast 
and things of that type 1 

A. \Vell, she said she didn't get up and cook her husband's 
breakfast. 

Q. Did she elaborate on that1 
A. \l.,T ell, just to the extent that she didn't have to get up 

and cook his breakfast and pack bis lunch. 
Q. Did she say whether he \Vas pleased or displeased \".:itb 

this1 
Dep. A. No. 
6/12/59 Q. Did she make any threats in your presence 
page 257 ~ about leaving Mr. Sollie 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. \!.,Then were these thre,ats madeT 
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A. Quite often. 
Q. Then it was a continuous thing7 
A. I wou_ld say so. 
Q. Now with reference to the child of the parties, Elizabeth 

Ann Sollie; have you had a chance to observe the conduct by 
Mrs. Sollie towards her child 7 

A. Yes. 
Q. Do you think that she can properly take care of the 

child 7 · 
A. Well, in my opinion. I think Mrs. Sollie loves her daug11-

ter very much and I think that she, herself, would take good 
care of the child. 

Q. Is that an unqualified statement? 
A. Yes; it is. I don't have any children of my own so I don't 

think that my opinion would amount to _much there. 
Q. I see; do you think that she could subject the child to a 

good home, or a poor home 7 
A. 1.Vell; I think if her mother was around, it wouldn't be a 

very good environment for her. 
· Q. If her mother-you mean Mrs. Ellen Copenhaver 7 

A. Yes. 
Dep. Q. 1.Vhy do you say that 7 
6/12/59 A. Well, I wouldn't care to have a child of mine 
page 258 r in Mrs. Copenhaver's company. 

Q. vVell, why do you say that? 
A. Well, the main reason is her language that she uses. 
Q. Mrs. Copenhaver 's language 7 
A. Mrs. Copenhaver 's, yes. 
Q. What kind of language does she use? 
A. Vile, I think. 
Q. What do you mean-she curses and use.s abusive lan

guage? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Does Mrs. Copenhaver do anything else which you would 

think wasn't proper, other than using abusive language? 
A. That I don't know. 
Q. Does she drink 7 
A. I have seen her drink beer but to what extent now, I 

don't know as to what extent she drinks. 
Q. So you think that if Mrs. Sollie were awarded the care, 

custody, and control of the child, the best interests of the 
child would not be served if the mother-in-law was permitted 
to remain with Mrs. Sollie 7 

A. I don't think so. 
Q. I see. 
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Mrs. Sollie: (interposing) My mother is in Texas. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 259 r By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination) 

Q. What relationship is enjoyed between Mr. 
Sollie and his daughter, Eliza.beth 1 

A. That I don't know. 
Q. '\'ell, ·what have you observed at the home; does it 

appear that he mistreated, or whether· he was-or whether 
he cared very much for his child 1 

A. I think he ca.red for the child. 
Q. Did you notice whether or not he mistreated the child, in 

your opinion, in your presence at any time during the time 
vou visited at their residence 1 
" A. No; he did not .. 

Q. He did not 1 
A. He did not. 
Q. After what you observed, do you think tJiat Mr. Sollie 

would be a good and proper person to have the perma.nen,t 
ca.re and custody of his infant child, Elizabeth 1 

A. Yes ; I t11ink he would. 
Q. Were you a frequent visitor at their home at night and 

the evening 1 
A. Until I started ·working a.t night, yes, I wa.s. 
Q. 'i\7hen did you specifically start working at night 1 

A. In January of '57. 
Dep. Q. Did you observe, prior to that time, the 
6/12/59 conditions that the infant child wa.s submitted to 
page 260 ~ \vith reference to Mrs. Sollie, such as her sleepil1g 

habits 1 
A. vVell, she didn't go to bed early. 
Q. ViTelJ, what do you mean ea.rly1 
A. '\Tell, as a rule, Betty was still up when we left. 
Q. Y·ou mean she permitted her to stay up late hours 1 
A. I suppose she did permit her to stay up; as a rule, she 

was still up. 
Q. ~rn.t would you consider late, or what would you con

sider tl1e la.test time you saw the child up1 
A. ·well, gee, I don't remember; a.round eleven or eleven-

1-hirty, something like that. · 
Q. How old do you think the c11ild was at that time1 
A. I suppose s11e was a.round four; I don't really know. 
Q. I see; was the child at that time well-mannered and 

disciplined 1 
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A . .She seemed to be; yes. 

Mr. Lutins: Your witness. Hold it just a second. 

Q. (Continued) All right, let me ask you this. vVill you 
tell the court whether or not you observed-strike that. ·will 
you tell the ciourt whether you observed affection or resent
ment by Mrs. Sollie toward her husband, Mr. Sollie? 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 261 ~ 

A. Yes. 

A. Well, there seemed to be much more resent-
ment than there was affection. 

Q. Resentment by her~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Towards him~ 

Mr. Lutins: Your witness, Mr. Reed. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. How ,old are you, Mrs. Mills~ 
A. 28. 
Q. And you are still living down the street from ·where 

the Sollie's lived togethed 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Lutins: (interposing) 
Q. Down the street~ 
A. Across, in back of them. 

By Mr. Reed (continues examination) 
Q. Well, you said you lived a.bout a quarter of a block 

away~ 
·A. Yes. 

Q'. And about when did you move out there~ 
A. In September of '55. 
Q. Were the Sollie's living there then~ 
A. No. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 262 ~ 

Q. When did they-a.bout approximately when 
did they come in~ 

A. I think it was about February. 
Q. '56~ 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So you began knowing them about, say, .February of 
1956~ 
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·A.· i think it wa.s a.round April when I met them. 
Q. Around April~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you remember testifying in my office back in Feb-

ruary, 1957 f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Excuse me; I mean February, 1958. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Y.ou remember that, don't you~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. And I summonsed you down to testify, didn't H 
A. Yes, si.r. 
Q. And you a.re here today to testify for ~f.r. Sollie~ 
A. I am just here. 
Q. But you are here to tell the court that you feel that he 

is right and Mrs. Sollie is wrong-, aren't you~ 
A. I think he's just as much right a.s she is; yes. 
Q. Well, you didn't seem to know too much about it when 

you testified in my office, did you~ 
Dep. A. I still don't know too much about it. 
6/12/59 Q. Well, let's see if you do. You said you 
page 263 ~ associated with Mrs. Sollie nearly every da.y

housef 
either she was at your house •or you were at her 

A. That's right. 
Q. And that went on from say, April of 1957 until you 

went to work-April, 1956 until you went to work on the 
night shift in J a.nuary, 1957 f 

A. Yes. 
Q. W a.s Mrs. Sollie your friend then f 
A. Yes. 
Q. You spent a.n aWful lot ,of time together~ 
A. Yes, we did. 
Q. Y.ou observed her and saw her with the child f 
A. Yes. 
Q. And I take it you didn't see Mr. Sollie unless you were 

visiting- in ea.ch other's home at nighttime? 
A. That's right. 
Q. Well, you must have been satisfied with what you saw all 

that length of time, weren't you~ 
A. It was no concern of mine, really. 
Q. But there wasn't anything that would deprive your 

friendship, or that would drive your friendship away, was iU 
A. No, it wasn't. 
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6/12/59 
page 264 r 
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Q. You kept coming hack, over to the house, 
as often as you wanted, didn't you¥ 

A. Yes. 
Q. And they came over to your place~ 
A. That's right. 

Q. And they argued T 
A. That's right. 
Q. And that's really about all you know about it, isn't it? 
A. That's about all I know about it, yes-it is that they 

argued. 
Q. That's just about all you know¥ 
A. And it was just as much Mr. Sollie's fault as it was 

Mrs. Sollie's. 
Q. All right; but isn't that just about what you know about 

itT 

Mr. Lu tins: I object; that's repetition. She has answered 
that. 

Mr. Reed: I've got the witness on cross examination. 
Mr. Lutins: It still doesn't entitle you to be repetitious 

on your examination. · 
Mr. Reed: If you don't mind, Mr. Lutins, I will continue. 
Mr. Lutins: I object to it. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Now, I think about the extent of your testi-

Dep. mony, when you were in my office, was that Mr. 
6/12/59 Sollie didn't say things. to Mrs. Sollie that he 
page 265 r should have said¥ 

A. That he didn't say things that he should 
have said~ 

Q. I think that's the way you phrased it; so at that time, 
your memory of what happened in 1956 and 1957 was probably 
more clear than it is today, isn't itT 

A. I don't know whether it was or not. 
Q. \i\T ell, it's been a year and a half ago, practically, since 

you testified-and with regard to Mrs. Sollie turning the child 
away from her father, your response to Mr. Lu tins' question 
was that in correcting the child, she said she was· going to 
have her father whip bed 

A. Yes. 
Q. And that was your answer to that; and you say that 

the house was clean, but sometimes it wasn't always neat, I 
believe¥ 

A. That's right. 
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Q. I believe you said yours wasn't neat, either, as far as 
that goes? 

A. That's right. 
Q. And you think that Mrs. Sollie loves her daughter and 

she will take good care of her f 
A. Yes; I think so. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 266 ~ 

Mr. Lutins: Did she qualify that statement? 
Mr. Reed: Mr. Lu tins, will you please quit in-

terrupting the cross examination? 
Mr. Lutins: I just want it for the record. 

Well, the court can read what is in the record. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. You haven't observed any cruel treatment of Mr: Sollie 

to Mrs. Sollie, have you? 
A. No; I have not. 
Q. Nobody said that you have, have they? 
.A. Not to my knowledge; nobody has said that I observed 

any. 
Q. All right; and you haven't? 
A. No. 
Q. And with regard to the child staying up until eleven 

or eleven-thirty-well, Mr. Sollie was there, too, wasn't hef 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, did he put the child to bed? 
A. No. 

Mr. Reed: No. That's all. 

RE-DIRECT EXilHNATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. I overlooked just a question of Mrs. Mills. You said 

that Mrs. Sollie called Mr. Sollie names. Do y.ou recall a.ny 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 267 ~ 

A. No. 

names, specifically, she called him, rather? 
A. Well, the one that was the most frequent, I 

think, was a damn dirty hunky. 
Q. Did she ever tell you the purpose of her 

condu0t toward her husband? 

Q. About her complaints-why she was always complain
ing. Were you ever impressed as to her purpose? 

A. (The witness shrugged.) The main thing that she 
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usually griped about was not having money a.nd so on, and 
so forth, so I don't know what her purpose was. 

Q. Well, by that I mean do you think she was ever making 
any plans, and her conduct went along with these plans 7 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Toward building a case of any nature against Mr. 

Sollie 7 
A. It might have been. 
Q. Do you know that as a fact, or you don't 7 · 
A. No; I don't know that as a fact. 
Q. I see. Do you authorize the notary to sign your name 

to these depositions 7 
A. Yes. 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. As a matter of fact, she didn't have any money, did 

she? 
A. I don't know whether she had any money 

Dep. or not. 
6/12/59 Q. Well, you were with her every day, weren't 
page 268 ~ you 7 
· A. Well, I didn't look in her billfold. 

Q. Well, she never went anywhere, did she 7 
A. \V ell, she went to town as often as I did. 
Q. In other words, your answer to that is you don't know? 
A. I don't know whether she had money or whether she 

didn't. 
Q. But you know .she complained about not having any? 
A. Yes; I can complain about it, too. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. Let's see; you say she appeared to have as much money 

as you did because she went to town as often as you did 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, do you authorize a notary to sign your name to 

these depositions when they are written up? 
A. Yes. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MRS. GLADYS COX MILLS 
By MARCUS A. BIELE-R . 

Court Reporter. 
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Dep. 
6/12/59 

Arnold V. Mills. 

page 269 ~ MR. ARNOLD V. MILLS, 
a witness .of lawful age, having been first duly 

sworn, deposes and says as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Mr. Mills, you are the husband of Gladys Mills, I be-

lieve1 
A. That is correct. 
Q. ·where do you reside 1 
A. 3841 Green Valley Drive. 
Q. Of course, that is the same place that your ·wife resides 

alo11g with you 1 
A. Sure. 
Q. How long have you been living there, sir1 
A. Almost four years. 
Q. Do you know the parties in this matter, Patricia Ann 

and Robe.rt Sollie 1 
A. Yes; I do. They were my neighbors. _ 
Q. Ho,\r long prior to April 16, 1957, were they your 

neighbors 1 · . 
A. Approximately, I would say, a year or a little better; 

I don't recall exactly. A year and a half, maybe. 
Q. Did you have a chance to obsenre the marital 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 270 r 

relations enjoyed by the parties 1 
A. Yes ; I would think so. 
Q. How was that occasioned 1 
A. Well, as neighbors, we did see one another 

occasionally; and we talked 'vi th one another and visited. 
Q. ·what do you mean, occasionally? Now, you tell the 

court how frequently this was 1 
A. I would see Bob possibly every day; that is, not neces

sarily to talk to him every day, but I would see him every 
day. 

Q. How often did you visit their home 1 
A. I would say, on the average, two to three times a week, 

myself: . · 
Q. Yourself; I see. How often did they visit your home? 
A. Oh, Bob, you mean? They, or a.re you speaking-
Q:. Either one 1 
A. I would say as much as four times a week, anyhow; 
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Q. If I am correct, then you all saw each other just about 
every day? 

A. Yes; yes, sir. 
Q. You all lived clo&e together, don't you? 
A. You mean-
Q. Well, approximately, how far? 

A. Well, our back property~our property is 
adjacent in the back. Dep. 

6/12/59 
page 271 r 

Q. Were they immediately in back of you? 
A. On a diagonal and a corner. We ha.ve the 

same corner post in one corner. 
Q. You could throw a rock to their house and yours ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you go out on parties together, besides? 
A. Occasionally, yes. 
Q. In other words, you were all friends-both couples? 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·what did you observe with reference to their conduct? 
A. As to one another? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Well, it seemed that they did have a little difference of 

opinion. 
Q. Well, can you amplify on that, sir? 
A. Well, I could talk possibly all night about that. 
Q. 1iV ell, start talking, then. 
A. To find a point-well, it seemed that they didn't seem 

to be happy, too happy. 
Q. 1iVell, what do you mean, happy? Do you mean happy 

with each other? 
A. Well, no; they didn't seem to have all the functions 

that a married couple should have. 
Dep. Q'. Well, did they quarrel often? 
6/12/59 A. They did only on two or three occasions, to 
page 272 ~ my knowledge, that I was present. 

· Q. Well, on the other occasions, there was no 
quarrel that you observed? 

A. No ; I think we only went. out as . far as going to a 
dinner or a show. Now, that only occurred not more than 
seven or eight times that we actually had social activity, such 
as going out for dinner and a movie. 

Q. On these two or three occasions that you mentioned, 
will you start with the first occasion and tell the court as to 
what took place, in your observation? 

A. Well, it seems that there was an argument one night 
of ho-w a person should raise a child and-
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Q. Who did initiate this argument? 
A. I don't recall; it seemed to be, or the point that was 

being brought out was that she stated that he was old
fa.shioned in thinking that the child shouldn't do-the child 
should do exactly what she wanted to. 

Q. May I interrupt you for a moment? Incidentally and 
approximately, and I realize it's difficult, but can you tell me 
when this was, as to a date-this first argument that you 
recall? 

A. I couldn't begin to think of a date. 
Q. All right, sir, go ahead. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 273 r 

A. And it became a little bitter ; I don't recall 
the full details-it's been too long. 

Q. Would you tell the court what you do recall? 
A. Well, it was a little name calling. 
Q. By whom, to whom? 

A. Well, it seems that-I believe both parties were in
volved at tlrnt particular time. 

Q·. It was mutuaH 
A. Not to the degree of starting throwing pots and pans 

at one another but it was a difference of opinion, and a 
little anger involved. 

Q. About the name calling-do you recall any particular 
name or names f 

A. No ; I couldn't swear by tha.t. I don't recall. 
Q. All right, sir. Do you recall what the argument was, 

specifically, with reference to the child on that particular 
time? 

A. The only thing I do recall was just that the difference 
of opinion arose in the wa.y the child should be brought 
up; that he was old-fashioned in his theory of bringing the 
child up. That's about the highlight. 

Q. Do you recall what his theory was? 
A. Well, he didn't-she stated if the child wanted to go 

out and stay later than twelve o'clock at night, that it seemed 
to her that it. would be fine-and he disagreed '""'ith her. 

Q. What was his position f 
Dep. A. Well, he stated that a child under 16 years 
6/12/59 of age should be in by eleven o'clock, or some-
page 274 r thing ~o that nature. 

Q. All right; now, anything else you recall as to 
this particular night, or this particular a.rgument, with re
ference to the child f 

A. I'm afraid not; I come up with a blank. It's been 
too long. 
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Q. On that particular occasion, as a result of this argument, 
was there any name calling? 

· A. I would say yes, but as far as putting it definitely into 
words, I'd be perjuring myself if I did .. 

Q. Do you recall her pet name for Mr. Sollie? 
A. Well, yes, I do. 
Q'. What was that, sir 7 
A. The words? 
Q'. Yes, sir. 
A. Son-of-a-bitch. 
Q. Did she use that phrase on the occasion you are re-, 

lating? 
A. I only heard it a couple or three times; it was enough 

for me. · 
Q. Did Mr. Sollie have any pet names for Mrs. Sollie along 

those lines? 
A. Yes. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 275 ~ 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall those, sir 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. All right, sir? 
A. Maggot-mouth. 
Q. Maggot-mouth? 

Q. Let me ask you this-was that said in your presence, 
the maggot-mouth? · 

A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Or was it told to you by Mrs. Sollie that Mr.· Sollie 

used that? 
A. That I wouldn't-I couldn't comment. I might be tell-

ing you a falsehood. 
Q. That it might have been hearsay as far as you know? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, as to the pet phrase of Mrs. Sollie to Mr. Sollie

can you recall whether or not that >vas actually used in 
your presence? 

A. I have heard that statement and the phrase made be-
fore; yes. 

Q. In your presence 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. By Mrs. Sollie to Mr. Sollie? 
A. Yes; maybe not in that particular incident, however. 

Q. I see ; now that argument was Mr. Sollie 
Dep. 
6/12/59 
page. 276 ~ 

taking the position that the ·child under sixteen 
should go· to bed, or be home ·eatlier-arid Mrs. 
Sollie taking the other position that it could be 
late.r; is that right 1 

J 
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· A. Well, it seemed that she was, as of her ·opinion, that 
she would let the child do pretty much as she chose fo do, 
after she started dating. 

Q. I see; now as to the occasion number two-,vould you 
relate to the court and assign a date, if possible, telling 
the court whether or not it v.1as prior to April 16, 195H 

A. That would be better than two years ago. 
Q. Better than two years ago; all right. Now tell us about 

argument No. 2. 
A. ViT ell, the argument No. 2. involved me, it seems, which 

that is very fresh on my mind because I was directly in
volved. It seems that I'm supposed to be a bad influence 
on Bob; I take him out and g;et him lined up \vi th dates and so 
forth, or even I let 11im borrow my car so he can go on a 
date. 

Q. Go right ahead, sir. 
A. And ·one night we were coming back from having dinner 

and in front of four people, it was stated tha.t he was run
ning around and I was running around with him, in front 
of my wife which I di<ln 't appreciate too much. 

And there was a fevir \vords spoken at that particular time 
\ in which she seemed to be rather irritated. I 

Dep. don't recall it accurately, the actual words that 
6/12/59 were used but there was a pretty stiff argument. 
page 277 r Q. Let me just interrupt you for a moment; 

I've got a long-distance call that I want to 
a11swer. 

(A recess ·was then taken from 3 :10 o'clock P. M. to 3 :15 
o'clock P. M.) 

(The reporter read the last answer above.) 

By Mr. Lutins: (continues examination)· 
Q. Let me interi~upt you; you said she got pretty hot. 

Who was she 1 
A. Mrs. Sollie. 

· Q. All right; continue on, sir. 
A. Well, nevertheless, there was an argument at that time 

a.nd as to details as far as the argument wa.s concerned, Bob 
quieted it down as smooth as possible-and that was a.bout 
the size of it as far as that argument was concerned. 

Q. \;'\T~i..s it true, 'or" untrue, t1iat you were a bad influence 
on Mr. Sollie or t1iat you got him dates and things of that 
na.ture1 
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A. Well, as far as I know, Bob or Mr. Sollie is one of the 
flnest men I have ever known, as far as his morals are con
cerned. 

Q. I see. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 278 ~ 

A. He might use a little bad language, vile 
language, once in a great while but as far as his 
morals, he has wonderful morals. 

Q'. I take it you could render a similar opinion 
as to Mrs. Sollie? 

A. 'Vell, that I don't know as much of her; I don't know 
anything about her. While she was living out there, I didn't 
know too much of their intimate life and it wasn't none of my 
business to know any of their private life, except that she 
boasted one time that she hadn't slept with her husband for 
about two months. 

That seemed very odd for a happily married couple, I 
take it; I thought they were just having maybe a few family 
arguments and then she >vould state, once in a while there
after, that she was going to leave him. Apparently, she did 
so . 
. Q. Do you know as a matter of fact that she did leave 

the marital abode of the parties? 
A. She left; I think she left him a note stating that she 

wouldn't be back. 
Q. Do you know when this was? 
A. As far as a direct date, I could say a couple of years 

ago or two and a half years ago. 
Q. She has alleged in her Bill of Complaint that she left 

April.16, 1957; do you know if that is correct or incorrect? 
A. I couldn't verify that; it was in the spring but as far 

as a definite date, I couldn't verify it. 
Q. Spring of what year, sir? 
A. '57. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 279 ~ Q. Do you know whether or not as a matter of 

fact she has returned, since the spring of '57, to 
the marital abode to live? 

A. No ; she has not. 
Q. Now you say that she boasted of not sleeping with 

her husband; did she elaborate on that? 
A. Well, she said he disgusted her . 
..Q. He disgusted her? 
A. Well, I could. even tell you that there was no love 

involved, that the fire had gone out----'-let's put it that way. 
She-'-well, she just made the statement that she was going to 
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leave him and it finally got to be a point that I just laughed 
at her, and I said "Well, go on and leave him.'' 

Q. Did she consistently say this V . 
A. Well, up to the point that I figured it was just some 

more conversation and just something to talk about, so I 
would kid her about it. 

Q. You say you began to kid her about iU 
A. Yes; it began to be just another word. I didn't figure 

that things had got to the point that she was, or had to leave, 
or was going to leave. 

Q. You didn't ·observe anything which would give her 
justification for leaving? 

Dep. A. No; no. Things were a.s normal as when 
6/12/59 they moved, ·or first moved out there, as far as 
page 280 ~ my observation was concerned. 

Q. Did you know the mother-in-law of Mrs. 
Sollie-Mrs. Ellen Copenhaver? 

A. Yes; I did. 
Q. Do you know when she moved to the residence of the 

couple? 
A. I would say about the seventh or eigth month before 

Mrs. Sollie left the residence of Bob Sollie. 
Q. What did you ·observe with reference to her, if any

thing1 
A. Well, as far as the character reference, in my book she 

lrn.d no morals.. Sl1e used very bad language: on one occa
sion I even asked her to leave my house, in the event that 
she couldn't cut her vile language. She would drink a little 
bit and get loaded; I would say loaded. 

Q. Well, she didn't drink a little bit then, did she 1 
A. Well, okay; she would drink to the extent that she was 

drunk. I have seen her that way two times. 
Q. Did she ever make any jokes about Mr. Sollie, make 

anv comment with reference to him1 
A. On one occasion that tJ1is-I was over and the point 

came up that Pat wasn't sleeping with Bob and she commented 
if Pat wouldn't let him have any, that she bad the box it ca.me 
in; whether this was a. joke, I don't know, but it didn't sotmd 

too good. 
Den. Q. Was she with the couple up to, a.nd in-
6/12/59 eluding April 16,. 1957, at their place-of residence, 
page 281 ~ to your knowledge 1 

A. I beg your pardon V 
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Mr. Lutins: (Addressing the reporter) Read that ques
tion back. 

(The reporter read the la.st question above.) 

The Witness: Yes, she was. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Do you think that Mrs. Sollie would be a. fit and proper 

person for the permanent care and custody and control of 
the infant child, Elizabeth, if Mrs. Copenhaver continued to 
reside with Mrs. Sollie~ 

A. No, I do not. 

Mrs. Sollie: (interposing) Mr. Reed~ 
Mr. Reed: Just a minute. 
Mrs. Sollie : \iVhy don't you put in that my mother isn't 

living with me anymore. My mother is in Texas. 
Mr. Reed: Please keep quiet, Mrs. Sollie. 

By Mr. Lutins :. (continues examination) 
Q. Did Mrs. Sollie ever discuss with you, or did you ever 

hear her make any boast a.bout preparing meals for Mr. 
Sollie~ · 

A. She very rarely did so, from what I understand. 
Bob constantly was eating out. 

Q. Do you know this as a. matter of your own 
knowledge~ 

A. This is a fact; yes. 
Q. All right, sir. 
A. He was constantly ea.ting out for breakfast 

and he would come in in the afternoon and holler for me to 
come over. I had already eaten, but he would be fixing him
self a. sandwich or something to that nature. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 282 ~ 

Q. He would be preparing his ·own meals~ 
A. Yes; ·occasionally-well, at one time, we were invited 

over for dinner and which we had a good meal. She fixed his 
lunch occasionally, but not all the time. 

Q. Do you know whether or not-I'm sorry, go ahead. 
A. She wouldn't-I don't think she ever pa.eked his lunch, 

to my knowledge. 
Q. Do you know whether as a matter of fa.ct this pleased, 

or displeased, Mr. Sollie~ 
A. He wasn't pleased with it; no. 
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Q. Did he make any statements to you that he was dis-
pleased with it? . 

A. Well no ; not to the extent of constantly griping about 
it, he didn't, but he stated it a couple of times that he 
would like to have some breakf~~t, or he would like to have 
his lunch pa.eked. 

Q. Did you have a.n opportunity to observe what type of 
housekeeper Mrs. Sollie was, subsequent to April 

Dep. 16, 1957-prior to April 16, 1957, I mean? 
6/12/59 A. She wasn't the most immaculate house-
page 283 r keeper I have ever seen. 

Q. Do you want to continue on? 
A. No; that was my answer. 
Q. Mr. Mills, did Mrs. Sollie ever evidence towards Mr. 

Sollie resentment. or affection? 
A. It seems that. every time that he was close to her, that 

she resented the fact that he was even alive or in the room. 
Q. Did you-
A. I never saw any affection; she never, to my knowledge-I 

have never seen any affection such as a. goodby kiss or, if you 
a.re going on a. fishing trip, or when he left for the office 
in the morning-I have never seen her show any affections 
towards him, which she could have; but I didn't see it. 

Q. Did Mr. Sollie evidence resentment or affection towards 
Mrs. Sollie? 

A. I think a.t one time he loved her; yes. 
Q. You saw this in the relationship? 
A. He seemed to want to get close to her but she would 

avoid him, and shirk away from him. 
Q. At any time during the many visits to the residence 

of Mr. and Mrs. Sollie, and their visits to your residence, 
did yo11 see Mr. Sollie subject Mrs. Sollie to extreme physical 
and mental abuse; 9r did yoli see him mistreat her to any 

extent? 
Dep. A. ·I have never seen any a.ct of violence, as far 
6/12/59 as throwing things or beating up on another; :no. 
page 284 ~ Q. Do you know whether or not Mr. Sollie at-

. tacked Mrs. Sollie on March 1, 1957? 
A. If he did so, then there's no evidence that would meet 

the eye; no bruises, no cuts, no abrasions. 
Q. You n~ver observed any, you say? 
A. I couldn't see any; no. If they were, they were under 

the clothing. 

Mr. Lutins: Your witness, Bill. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: . · . 
Q. I'd say that you were partial to Mr. Sollie, wouldn't 

you, Mr. Mills t 
A. Well, let's put it this way-
Q. Just answer. . 
A. I:ri the event that my wife had done the same that his 

wife has done, to me, then I would say it was wrong. 
Q. Well, first .let's answer the question. You are partial 

to Mr . .Sollie 1 -
A. I don't say I'm partial to him; I'm just stating facts: 
Q. Well, the answer to that, then, is no; you are not partial 

to Mr. Sollie7 . 
. A.· No ; I am not partial any more to him than 

Dep. I am to her. 
6/12/59 Q. Well, have you discussed really what you 
page 285 r were going to testify today with him 1 

A. No. 
Q. Haven't said a thing to him about it? 
A. Yes; I have talked with him but he didn't know what 

I'm going to say. 
Q. Well, what .did you talk to him about, then 1 
A. Well, talked a little about television; we talked a little 

about-
Q. Let's keep it as to this case. Now, I asked you the 

question whether or not you didn't discuss with Mr. Sollie as 
to what your testimony would be here today; did you or 
didn't you? 

A. I don't really-
Q'. Do you want to answer the question 1 
A. Yes ; I want to answer your question. I '11 be glad to, 

if you '11 just give me a moment to consider the question. 
Q. I want you to think about it, sure, if it requires thought. 

, A. ·we did discuss .the case but as far as what I was going 
to say, he didn't put a bunch of words in my mouth, if that's 
what. you are getting at. 

Q. I didn't ask you that; I merely asked you if you didn't 
discuss with Mr. Sollie the testimony you were going to give 

today7 
Dep. A. Yes. 
6/12/59 Q. And you did discuss it with his attorney, · 
page 286 r too-didn't you 1 ' ' 

A. Yes; we had a meeting back shortly before 
we came in here. 
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Q. And then when you came in here, you kn!3w what you 
were going to tes·tify to, didn't you Y · ;-

A. I don't-no, I didn't. Not all these questions I'm not 
familiar with; it's been too long. I'm not fresh as to what 
happened; it's been too long a. time. I don't have a log on 
what they did next door; it was none of my a.ffa.ir. 

Q. That's right; and when you testified in my office
A. It wa.s a little fresher then. 
Q. It was a little fresher then, and you don't know ai1y

thi:ng, then 1 
A. No; because it was none of my business. 
Q. None of your business; do you know more now than 

you did then~ · 
A. I would say not; the questions ·were stated differently. 

They were not the same questions which· we:c.e put to me. 
Q. Mr. Mills, you say t1rnt you frequent!)~· saw Bob-I he-· 

Jieve you testified-a.bout every dayY · 
A. I said yes, because-

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 287 ~ 

Q. Go a.head. 
A. I would see him come from work or some

where during the day, either going away or 
coming- back. 

Q. Well, you all-you were pretty good friends 
with him, then 1 · · · 

A. I would say yes. 
Q•. And you still a.re Y 
A. ·we don't have any fist fights, if that's what you mean. 
Q. You have seen--d.-0 you see him as frequently now as 

you did back before Mrs. Sollie left in April, '571 
A. I wouldn't say any more; maybe less than that. 
Q. You work at General ElectricY 
A. No; I don't. 
Q. Where do you work? 
A. I follow construction work. 

· Q. I took it from ~rour testimony that you were over tl1ere 
most of the time, when Bob left for work? 

A. What do you mean by that statement 7 That's in-
teresting. -

Q. I thought you said Mrs. Sollie didn't kiss his goodby 
when he went to work; now I just wondered how you would 
know that if you weren't there 1 

A. As to my knowledge, I stated. 
Q. Well, you don't know? 
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A. Well, my wife sometimes kissed me at the 
Dep. door; I have seen several of the neighbors do that 
6/12/59 and maybe their love affair was real se0ret. 
page 288 r Q. But you didn't-

A. No; I wasn't in his house every morning. 
I didn't live there. 

Q. You didn't make it a habit of seeing whether he kissed 
her in the morning, or she kissed him 7 You don't know 
about that, do you 7 

A. As· to my knowledge, I stated that. 
Q. That's right; but you infer that she didn't and you don't 

know that, do you 7 
A. I infer that she seemed to resent him when we were 

together. 
Q. But you testified that she didn't kiss him goodby and 

didn't pack his lunch; you don't know that, do you, of your 
own knowledge~ 

A. Well, I didn't see him carrying his bag of lunch to the 
car; now as far as the kissing-

Q. You just don't know, do you, sir 7 
A. I don't know about the kissing. 
Q. Now, how often would you, during the week, would you 

and your wife visit the Sollie's or they visit you~ 
A. I would say practically every day. Mrs. Sollie was 

with my wife and I have seen Bob about-well, at least three 
or four times a week, I'd say, anyhow; I mean, to talk to him. 

Q. I'm speaking of when he and his wife ·were 
Dep. together f 
6/12/59 A. I didn't count the times that I visited people, 
page 289 r as far as counting is concerned. 

Q. Mr. Mills, I don't expect you to tell us with
in five or ten or a dozen times of when you saw him-but I am 
asking you on an average of how many times a week would 
you be with both Mr. and Mrs. Sollie? 

A. Me and the wife-my wife-visiting as a social visit f 
Q. Well, if that's what it was-yes. 
A. Well, that happened very rarely that we were both 

there; I'd say maybe once a week. 
Q. All right; once a week. 
A. Both of us were present. 
Q. Both you and your wife, and both Mr. and Mrs. Sollie 

and his wife, were present possibly once a week~ 
A. Yes. 
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Q. Well, how many times were you present, and Mr. and 
Mrs Sollie were present 1 

A. About three or four times a week, maybe; I would drop 
over for five minutes to borrow something, then I would see 
them. 

Q. All right; that's a fair stateme_nt that you saw them 
together probably four or five times a week~ 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 290 ~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. And that went on for over a period of a year, 

approximately 1 
A. Well, no; not that much because when they 

first moved in-for the first few months, until we 
got pretty well acquainted, we didn't visit that ·often; no. 

Q. But-
A. For the past, or for the last six months, I would say. 
Q. \Vell, say six months, then 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. And during that time you heard them arguing three 

times, two of which you told us about; is that right 1 That's 
what your testimony was, is that correcU 

A. Yes. 
Q. Sir1 
A. Yes. 
Q. And they did nothing to each other that interfered with 

your social relations with them, did they1 You didn't stop 
seeing them because of those two arguments, did you 1 

A. No; no, I did not. There was no stone throwing or no 
licks thrown; it was a little conversation. 

Q. Just ~· little conversation, then; is . that right~ 

(There was no response.) 

Q. But 'it didn't upset you, did it? 
A. It had no bearing on me whatsoever because 

Dep. it \vasn 't involving me. 
6/12/59 Q. That's right; but it didn't hamper your 
page 291 ~ friendship with Sollie in any way, did it~ 

A. No. 
Q. And you don't know what went on in the home when 

you ''reren 't there, do you 1 
A, Not any more than you would. 
Q. That's right; because I wasn't there and you weren't 

there~ · · 
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A. That's very true. 
Q. That's right; then you didn't see any cruel treatment 

of Mr. Sollie towards his. wife, did you~ 
A. (The witness shook his head.) 
Q. And nobody said you did; nobody inferred you did, 

did they~ 
A. I didn't see him beat her up. 
Q. Well, I mean nobody said that you did, have they~ 
A. What is the ques~ion, then 1 
Q. The question is that nobody has said that you knew 

anything about any cruel treatment of Mr. Sollie towards 
his wife1 

A. It's a funny type of question; no, I didn't know any
thing about if he he beat her up because she showed no signs 
of it. · 

Q. But the question is that nobody has stated it; I haven't 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 292 r 

nection. 

Mr. Lu tins hasn't-or Mrs . .Sollie hasn't stated 
that you knew anything that he did cruel to her; 
did they~ 

A. It seems to me that the question that you are 
trying to arrive at-I don't quite get the con-

Q. Mr. Mills, you are just supposed to give the answers 
and I ·will try to ask the questions. 

A. I have to understand the question before I can ans-wer. 
Q. I will try to be as clear as I can and I will ask you one 

more time that nobody claims that you have any knowledge 
of any cruel treatment of Mr. Sollie towards his wife~ 

A. No. 
Q. Now, couldn't you have answered that that simply when 

I first asked the question~ 
A. V\T ell, I could have but the thing of it was that the 

way you were stating the question, you could make just about 
anything out of it. 

Mr. Reed: I see; that's all. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q .. Mr. Mills, let me just ask you a couple of questions 

with reference to this support matter that was brought out 
on cross examination. 
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Mr. Reed: I don't believe anything was brought out on 
cross examination about support. In fact, it's the first time 

the word has been used today. 
Dep. Mr. Lu tins: Well, let me ask you whether or 
6/12/59 not Mrs. Sollie ever stated to you that Mr. Sollie 
page 293 ~ wasn't properly supporting her? 

Mr. Reed: Now, I'm going to object to any 
further questioning of this witness on matters which were 
not brought out on direct examination, or by cross examina
tion. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Do you want to answer the question, please? 
A. Vil ell, she was constantly driving about money affairs 

and even went to the extent so that Bob showed her all of his 
financial status for one month, and his check stubs, his bills, 
and he couldn't convince her that he wasn't squandering 
money somewhere; so he called me over one night to reason 
with her a little bit a.bout the financial end of it. 

And I come a.cross the same stump after showing her the 
figures that were presented to me as his income-there wasn't 
a large margin of money left in which she said_ that he was 
supposed to have been sending back to his home town ·of 
Canton, Ohio, for his pa.rents to put in a private bank ae
count for him. That's about all I know of the financial 
end of it. 

Q. Do you authorize the Notary to sign you name to these 
depositions when they are written up? 

A. Yes. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 

MR. ARNOLD V. MILLS 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 

page 294 r MRS. ANN SYDNOR, 
a witness of lawful age, having been first duly 

sworn, deposes and says as follows : 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: . 
Q. State your full name please, ma'am. 
A. Ann Sydnor. 
Q. 'Vbere do you live, Mrs. Sydnor? 
A. 3747 Fairburn Drive. 
Q. Do you know the parties in this matter, Patricia Ann 

and Robert Sollie? 
A. Oh, yes. 
Q. How long have you known them? 
A. Just about six years. 
Q. Did you know them before they moved to R.oanoke? 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. Where did you know them? 
A. In Schenectady. 
Q. In New York1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you live near them at the time? 
A. No. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 295 ( 

Q. How did you know them? 
A. Oh, Bob was a friend of my husband's; 

when we got married, we saw quite a bit of him. 
Q. N·ow, I'm not concerned, Mrs. Sydnor, with 

any activities inasmuch, I believe, as they are too 
remote or any activity in .Schenect~dy, inasmuch as I believe 
they are too remote, but I would like to direct your attention 
to when you moved to Roanoke, within the vicinity of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sollie-and from that time on-tell the court what 
you know with reference to the marital relations of the 
parties herein enjoyed. · 

A. ':\Tell, when when we first moved here, we lived in the 
Roanoke Apartments and they lived a ways from us; and then 
we moved out to Green Valley about three or four months 
after the Sollie's came here and they moved out there about 
six months after we did, I guess. 

Q. About when was this now that you were both livjng 
out at Green Valley? 

A. Well, that was three years ago or four years ago in No
vember; I can't remember, to tell you the truth. 

Q. Well, November '55 m '56; isn't that vvhat you would 
say? 

A. It must have been; I have to go back-oh, it must have 
been '55. 

Q. All rigl1t; November '55? 
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A. ·when ·we crune down here. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 296 ~ 

Q. You all living a.t Green Valley, both couples, 
were around November '55; is that correcU 

A. Uh-hu·m. · 
Q. Now, were you friendly with Mrs. Sollie f 
A. Yes. 

Q. \Vere you friendly with Mr. Sollief 
A. Well, I guess so. 
Q. You were more friendly with Mrs. Sollie? 
A. More friendly with Mrs. Sollie. 
Q. I see; what was the extent of your friendshipf Was 

it a close friendship or a casual one or what¥ 
A. Well, it was a fairly close friendship; we didn't see 

as much of each other when they moved to Green Valley as 
we had previously but we were at one end of the cirde, 
and the Sollie's were at the other end of the circle-and Pat 
made friends with her neighbors-and so I don't think we saw 
as much of ea.ch other then as we had before. It was more
it was still quite a bit, though-several times a week. 

Q. You say several times a week \vas the frequency ·of your 
visits¥ 

A. Yes ; off and on, ·on the average. 
Q. Now, Mrs. Sollie has alleged in her Bill of Complaint 

tha.t she left the marital abode of the parties April 16, 1957; 
with that date in mind, now tell the court-this is what you 
refer to-if there were visits that she made to your house 
or you made to her house, or exactly ho\v were these visits f 

A. It was both; I ma.de visits to her house and she 
Dep. ma.de visits to my house. 
6/12/59 Q. \~T as Mr. Sollie generally at home when you 
page 297 r were over there at their place of residence f 

A. In the evenings, he was. · 
Q. You visited in the evenings, as well as during the 

day? , 
A. Yes; we would visit them as a couple. 
Q. During your visits, what did you observe, if anything, 

with ref er enc~ to the ·relationship between these two people~ 
A. Well, they didn't get along. 
Q. \~That do you mean by ''they didn't get along'' 7 
A. They argued a lot. 
Q. ,As to what you observed, can you tell tlrn court who 

initiated these arguments¥ 
A. I think that ·one initiated it as much as the other. 
Q. It was a mutual thing? 
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A. Maybe it's awfully hard to remember; it's been a long 
time. 

Q. I understand; when you were present during these argu
ments, can you tell us to what extent were they-were they 
mild argumnts or bitter, or whaU . 

A. Well, very rarely was it a bitter argument; I just don't 
remember. 

Q. You recall any names called by either of the 
parties to the other? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 298 ~ 

Q. What do you recall? Who do you recall 
called the other a name, and wha.t was the name-if any names 
were used in these arguments? 

A. Well, there were names called but I don't remember 
what they were. 

Q. All right; then you just don't know that. That's all 
right. 

A. I don't remember. 
Q. In other words, both parties would call each other 

names? 
A. Yes ; but not all the time. 
Q. I understand; but you did observe occasionally the call-

ing of names 7 
A. Yes ; occasionally, ).'.:es. 
Q. Do you know Mrs. Copenhaver 7 
A. Yes; I have seen her. 
Q. Do you know who she is 7 
A. Yes; I know. 
Q. Who is she? 
A. She is Mrs. Sollie's mother. 
Q. Do you know when she moved in with Mr. and Mrs. 

Sollie7 
Dep. A. Yes. 
6/12/59 Q. Do you know the approximate month and 
page 299 ~ year? 

A. No; but it seems to me it was about six 
months before Pat left, or something like that. 

Q. Well, that would be around November of '56; is that 
correct? 

A. Yes; I think she came for Thanksgiving and never did go 
or leave-or something. I don't remember exactly when 
she ca.me. . 

Q. W'ha.t effect, if any, did she have on the relationship 
between the two parties? The two people here 7 

A. I think they got along much better before she came. 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 175 

Q. You attribute their difficulties to her presence 1 
A. It seemed that way. 
Q. What influence did she have, if any? 
A. I wouldn't know, .really. 
Q. What type of woman was she 1 
A. The only thing that I did observe was when Pat's mother 

was there, that Pat kept the house cleaned up. 
Q. Before her mother arrived, how was the house kept? 
A. Pretty poorly. 
Q. Do you know if this had any effect on Mr. Sollie 1 Did 

he mention it to you 1 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 300 ~ 

A. I never heard him say anything. 
Q. You observed that the house was kept 

cleaner? 
A. Yes. 
Q. After the mother-in-law arrived, the house 

took on a different shape 1 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. Can you tell the court again what type of woman Mrs. 

Copenhaver was f By that I mean as to her personality; 
was she mild-mannered~ 

A. Oh, no; she swore a lot. 
Q. To what extent f 
A. A great de~l, a.bout every other word; it seemed like 

that much. · 
Q. Did she drink 1 
A. Yes; I guess she did. I never actually saw her drink 

anything but a couple of beers, with my own eyes, but I know 
Pat told me that she did and other people have told me that 
she did. 

Q. Of course, you can't testify as to what other people 
told you but only as to what you personally observed. You 
say y;ou did observe it? 

A. All I personally observed was her drinking a couple 
of beers; I don't remember ever seeing her plastered or 
anything. · 

Q. Did Mrs-. Patricia Sollie ever make any complaints to 
you with reference to the condition of her motherf 

A. Why, yes ; before her mother came down, 
Dep. she was a little bit worried a.bout the impression 
6/12/59 that her mother would make on the neighbors, as 
page. ~01 ~ fa.r as her drinking was concerned, and she said 

· · that her mother had promised her that she 
wouldn't drink while she was staying at their house, for 
Pat's sake. 
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Q. I see; did she make any complaints after the arrival 
of her mother, to you? 

A. No. 
Q. Do you have any children, Mrs. Sydnor? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How many children do you have 1 
A. Three. 
Q. You know, as a matter of fact, the parties have an infant 

child, age 8 years; don't you 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. I see; do you think that Mr. Sollie would be a fit and 

proper person for the care, custody, and control of that infant 
child 1 

A. Not with the mother-in-law around; with her mother 
around, no. 

Q. Why do you say that 1 
A. I think that her mother-Pat's mother-would be a very 

bad influence on the child, with all that swearing and drinking 
and so forth. 

Q. I see; do you knovv whether or not Mrs. Sollie would be 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 302 r 

a fit and proper person for tbe permanent care, 
custody, and control of that infant child 1 

A. Yes, I do. 
Q. You still reside out in Green Valley7 
A. Uh-hum. · 

Q. Do you know whether or not Mrs. Sollie left the marital 
abode of the parties as a matter of fact 7 

A. I know she left. 
Q. Do you know when she left 7 
A. Yes; you mean the date 1 
Q. Yes ; if you can recall 7 
A. Well, you just said it was April 13th, didn't you 7 
Q. I mentioned the date of April 16, 1957; do you recall 

whether or not that is the date, or thereabouts 7 
A. I remember it was just before Easter. 
Q. Yes; do you know as a matter of fact whether or not 

Mrs. Sollie has returned to that residence since the date slrn 
left? 

A. No; she hasn't, except with her lawyer to pick up some 
stuff, I guess, and that I didn't see. 

Q. \V ell, she hasn't returned to live there 1 
A. No; not as far as I know. I haven't been down there 

since she left. 
Q. Inasmuch as you have had an opportunity to observe t11e 

relationship between the parties, certainly since they moved 
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. to Green Valley, I ask you whether or not ·you 
Dep. have observed Mr. Sollie subjecting Mrs. Sollie 
6/12/59 to extreme physical and mental abuse, prior to 
page 303 r the time that she left 1 

· A. I never observed it. 
Q. At any time? Not at any time? 
A. Not at any time that I can recall. 
Q. Ma'amf 
A. Not at any time that I can recall. 
Q. Now, I want to ask you this; did you notice an~7 physical 

change, such as possibly a nervous condition after Mrs. Sollie 
moved to Green Valley, and prior? 

A. Who? 
Q. And prior to .April 16, 1957? 
A. Had it changed, or any change f 
Q. Yes. 
A. "Vell, no; she didn't get Bell's Palsy· just before she 

moved down there. 
Q. Before they moved 1 
A. Before they moved to Green Valley. 
Q. Did you notice any change, though, aside from that f 
A. No. 
Q. Did Mrs. Sollie ever tell you what·-time--did Mrs. Sollie 

ever tell you what kind -of relationship they enjoyed before 
they moved to Roa110ke 'I 

A. Before they moved to Roanoke 1 · . 
Dep. Q. Not before, but you moved to Roanoke, I 
6/12/59 understand, and they moved to Roanoke in a 
page 304 r different residence than in Green Valley? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Did she tell you \vhether or not they were getting along 

well, what type of relationship they had or specifically, did 
she make any complaints that Mr. Sollie caused her to have 
Bells Palsy f : 

A. I don't remember her saying that. 
Q Did you visit them while they were living on Westover 

Avenue? 
A. Oh, yes. 
Q. How were tl1ey getting along at that time? 
A. They seemed to be getting along very well then; this 

was before her mother came. 
Q. And you understand this was when she developed Bells 

Palsy? 
A. Yes. 
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Q. Do you recall when . they were living on · Westover 
Avenue? 

A. Uh-hum. 
Q. When? 
A. Before they moved to Green Valley; this was from 

about June till the following February. 
Q. You said they were getting along very well 

Dep. on Westover A venue? 
6/12/59 A. They seembed to be very well and better 
page 305 ~ than they had before.· 

Q. Was any complaint made to you that Mr. 
Sollie wasn't acting property at that time? 

A. No. 
Q. When do you understand Mrs. Sollie developed Bells 

Palsy? 

Mr. Reed: She .has testified that she developed Bells Palsy 
·when they were living on ·westover Avenue and they were 
getting along fine, as far as she knew. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
Q. That's all I wanted to know. Do you know, Mrs. 

Sydnor, whether or not Mrs. Sollie ha.s attempted to turn the 
child, EHzabeth, against Mr. Sollie? . 

A. ·vv ell, I don't remember anything specific. The child 
never seemed to pay much attention to him. 

Q. She didn't; did you ever see the child kiss her daddy? 
A. No; not that I can recall. 
Q. Did you ever see the mother kiss the daddy? 
A. No. 
Q. Did you make visits over to the Sollie's home at 

night? 
A. Yes, we did; my husband and I both. 

Dep. Q. Did you notice whether or not Elizabeth was 
6/12/59 put to bed early or late-anything with .reference 
page 306 ~ to that? · 

A. Well, she was usually put to bed after slie 
fell asleep ·On the floor, or something. · 

Q. Well, what time-as to what you· ohserved-'-'\Vould she 
fall asleep on the floor? 

A. I have seen her up as late as midnight. 
Q. And Mrs. Sollie was evidencing no concern about the 

child? 
A. Didn't seem to be. 
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Q. Well, did Mrs. Sollie make any complaints to you that 
Mr. Sollie wasn't properly supporting her? 

A. Constantly. 
Q. Did it appear that she was being properly supported 

as far a.s you were concerned? 
A. '\Tell, she had a washer and a dryer, and enough furni

ture to use-and the clothes to wear. She didn't have a lot 
of spending money. 

Q. Of course, none of us have. 
A. (The witness laughed.) 
Q. Did there appear to be any purpose m her activities 

against Mr. Sollie? 
A. Not at the time. 
Q. Well, what do you mean by ''not at the time''? 
A. Oh, dear; well, do you mean did I think that she :was 

trying to find a reason for leaving him? No; I didn't at the 
time, but when I think back, I do. 

Dep . 
. 6/12/59 
page 307 ~ Mr. ~utins: Your witness, Mr. Reed. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
· Q. Did you know that since they have been seµerated, that 

Mrs. Sollie has attempted to make a r.econciliation with her 
husband? 

A. I think Bob mentioned it one time. 
Q. If that is true, tben it wouldn't appear that she was 

purely looking for an excuse to leave because in that event, 
she wouldn't want to go back; would she? 

A. Well, I think maybe she's found out that she wasn't 
as bad off as she t.boug-ht she was at the time. 

Q. 1\T ell now, Mrs. Sydnor, you remember when you came 
to my office back in February of 1958 to testify? 

A. Yes; I remember it. 
Q. You came in and testified after being summonsed by 

Mrs. Sollie; did you not? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you were put on the stand without ever having 

talked to me about the case; "\\1eren 't you? 
A. U~hum. · 
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Q'. And have you discussed wha.t testimony you were to 
give today with Mr. Sollie before you got heref 

Dep. A. No; Mr. Sollie did mention a few things 
6/12/59 tha.t might be mentioned but there was no discus-
page 308 r sion, maybe about five or ten minutes. In ,other 

·to be said. 
. words, we didn't get together and plan what was 

- Q. I don't want to suggest that, or that you did; but he 
helped you refresh your memoryf .. 

A. He tried to but it didn't do very well, I'm afraid. 
. Q. Didn't do very well; Mrs. Sydnor, at the time you testi
' fied in my office, you testified tha.t you were, at that time, 
partial to Mr. Sollie 1 

A. Uh-hum. 
Q1

• Do you remember that 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. That is a true statemenU 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you also testified that during the time that you 

were associating with Mrs. Sollie and Mr. Sollie, that you 
sympathized with her f 

A. Well, it was her side I heard all the time. 
Q. Uh-Imm; but observing her day to day life in her 

relationship with her husband, as you did observe as a neigh
bor, at that time you sympathized with her; didn't you~ 

.. A. Yes; I did because she complained all the time and she 
talked to me all the time about it-and I listened to her 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 309 r 

and I believed her. 
Q. You had no reason to disbelieve heri did you~ 
A. No; but I never saw any of the things that 

she complained about. 
Q. That's right; you testified that in Schenec

tady, she claimed she didn't have enough money for groceries; 
didn't you f 

A. Yes; she did. 
Q. And that they didn't go any place f 
A. Yes; she did. 
Q. And you seemed to think that Mrs. Sollie was a proper 

person to have t110 custody of the child; don't you 1 
A. Well, as far as I know, she is without her mother 

around. 
Q. Now, and you testified that in your opinion, Mr. Sollie 

was also a fit and proper person to have the care of the 
child 1 

A. Yes. 
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Q. But when I questioned you ha.ck in February '58, you 
testified that you thought that he punished the child and, or 
rather, the punishment didn't fit the crime; do you remember 
that~ 

A. Yes; I remembe.r that. 
Q. And I think-

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 310 ~ 

Mr. Lu tins: Wait a minute; she's gomg to 
qualify it. 

Mr. Reed: Are you examining her~ 
Mr. Lu tins: I'm not examining her but she 

hesitated, and she was going to qualify the an
s'''er. Let her finish the answer to that. 

Mr. Reed; Are you through now, Mr. Lu tins? 
Mr. Lu tins: As soon as she :finishes. 
The Witness: Yes; I remember that I thought at times that 

Bob was trying to be a. little too strict with Betty Ann, but 
I do know___:and I didn't say this at the time-that she never 
received discipline from ]Jer mother. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Vil ell, you testi:Oed that he enjoyed punishing the child? 
A. Well, I was wrong. 
Q. You were wrong? 
A. I was wrong; yes. 
Q. You were wr·o1,1g then, but you are right now~ 
A. And I am right now. 
Q. All right; I just wanted to g·et that straight. Mrs. 

Sydnor, I just want to ask you one or two more questions. 
On this, we were talking about the Bells Palsy a few minutes 
a.go, and you understand that to be a condition genera.lly 
created by a nervous situation~ 

A. I guess so. 
Dep. Q. You guess so? 
6/12/59 A. I don't know anything about it except what 
page 311 r Pat told me. 

Q. You do11 't know what it's all about? 
A. I know it's a paralysis of the fa.ce. 
Q. \i'\T ell, do you know, of your own knowledge, mainly 

what causes it~ 
A. No; I don't. 

Mr. Reed: All right; that's all. 
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By Mr. Lutins: 
. Q. Do you authorize the Notary to sign your name to these 

depositions when written up¥ 
A. Yes. 

And further this deponent saith not 

Dep. 
6/12/59 

MRS. ANN SYDNOR 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. 

pag·e 312 r MR. BEVERLEY P. SYDNOR 
a witness of lawful age, having been £rst duly 

sworn, deposes and says as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. State your full name please, sir. 
A. Beverley Payne Sydnor. 
Q. And, where do you reside¥ 
A. 3747 Fairburn Drive. 
Q. I believe you know the parties in this matter, do you not¥ 

Patricia Ann Sollie and Robert J. Sollie¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have. you known them, sir~ 
A. I have known Bob since '51 and I guess I met Pat in '53, 

I guess. 
Q. Mr. Sydnor, your residence is, of course, the same as 

Mrs. Ann Sydnor's? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How close is that to the former residence of Patricia Ann 

Sollie? 
A. A couple of city blocks I imagine. 
Q. That is out in Green Valley, is it noU 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 313 r 

A. Yes; uh-hum. 
Q'. How long have you been out there~ 
A. '55. 
Q. Well, you moved out prior to Mr. and Mrs. 

Sollie moving out to Green Valley~ 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. Do you recall when they moved out¥ 
A. Yes; uh-hum-the early part of '56. 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia A1in Hughes Sollie 183 

Beverley P. Sydnor. 

Q. After they moved to G.reen Valley, did you commence to 
associate with the couple 1 

A. Yes; uh-hum. 
Q. To what extent, sid 
A. ·well, I had known Bob a good while, just like next door 

neighbors almost. 
Q. Well, did it develop after they moved out t-0 Green Val

ley and if so, to what extent the relationship~ 
A. Oh, we had known them in Schenectady; we had known 

them ·when they were living-what was it, Westoved-and 
we knew them out there. 

Q. Did you observe, with reference to the relati-0nship en
joyed by and between Mr. and Mrs. Sollie after they moved 
out to Green Valley-,vbat did you observe~ 

A. The relationship? · 
Q "l;T • • . .Les, su. 
A. "'\\Tell, they didn't seem to be as happy after they moved 

out to Green Valley as they were v,rhen they were 
living -0ver in \i\T estover. Dep. 

6/12/59 
page 314 ~ 

Q. You said not as happy; well, what was the 
relationship 1 

A. \i\Tell, I don't think it was very good. 
Q. "Tlrnt do you mean by that, sir 1 
A. Well, it was-there would be more arguments, I imagine. 

then there ·was before. 
Q. You say there were a lot of arguments? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you personally observe any aTguments between the 

coupleW 
A. A few; yes. 
Q. About how many? I know it's dif:ficult. 
A. Oh, l 'd say maybe three, four, or maybe :five-something 

like that. 
Q. Can you tell the court who instigated these arguments 1 
A. No; I can't right off. I don't remember. 
Q. Did it appear to be a fairly mutual thing? 
A. Yes; uh-hum. 
Q. \i\Tbat was the degree -0f the argument, or arguments 1 

\Vere they violent, mad, moderate, or what, sir? 
A. \i\T ell, moderate I would be more inclined to agree. 
Q. Any physical-any fist slinging or name calling, or any-

thing of that nature 1 
Dep. 
6/12f59 
page 315 r 

A. No; not that I remember. 
Q. No name calling1 
A. Oh, name calling.here and there. 
Q. By whom, and to wl1-0m 1 
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A. One of them was just as bad as the other. 
Q. Do you recall any particular names Mr. Sollie called 

Mrs. Sollie? 
A. \l\T ould you say that again, please 1 
Q. Do you recall any particular names called Mrs. Sollie by 

Mr. Sollie? 
A. No; uh-uh. 
Q. Do you recall any particular names called by Mrs. Sollie 

to Mr. Sollie? 
A. No ; not in particular. 
Q. Do you know ·whether or not Mrs. Sollie brought any of 

these arguments about 1 
A. \Vell, maybe it was just little things that we'd go to some 

of the ball games and we'd stop by and have a beer-and 
maybe we got home nine or nine-thirty, and maybe this would 
start; or if he'd go bovvling right from work and we didn't get 
home until nine o'clock, or something like that. I was usually 
with him being as we wasn't needing to take two cars, one of 
us would always drive. 

Q. Do you know as a matter of fact whether or not Mr. 
Sollie ran around with ,other women~ 

Dep. A. I have never seen him with another woman, 
6/12/59 and I never heard him going with another 
page 316 r woman; and I would say from the time he was 

was away from home, we were such good friends 
that I was with him approximately, at least eighty to ninety 
per cent of the time. 

Q. You all worked together at the G. E. Plant? 
A. Yes; we do. He works in one room and I work in another. 
Q. I believe you all have three children, don't you 7 You and 

vour wife1 
,, A. Yes; uh-hum. 

Q. Mrs. Sollie has alleged in her Bill of Complaint. that Mr. 
Sollie had subjected her to extreme physical and mental 
abuse; I will ask you to tell the court whether or not you ob
served, at any time, any such abuse exercised by Mr. Sollie 
upon Mrs. Sollie 7 

A. None whatsoever. 
Q. Did you observe any abuse exercised by Mrs. Sollie upon 

Mr. Sollie7 
A. No; is that physical abuse 7 
Q. Mental or physical, sir. 
A. \Vell, I have bad him-I have known for him to come up 

to the house and watch television programs, and maybe even 
to stop up there and get a cup of coffee or something like 
ili~. -
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Q. That would be the extent of the mental 
abuse you observed perpetrated on Mrs. Sollie by 
Mr. Sollie? 

A. That's right. 
Q. Did you ever observe, at any time, Mrs. Sol

lie attempting to turn their daughter, Elizabeth, against Mr. 
Sollie? 

A. Yes; a.t times. 
Q. All right, sir; can you tell the court when these things 

were? 
A. ·vv ell, I remember that m3r wife told me that. 
Q. Now, as to anything your wife told you-let me get this 

straightened out. Your wife, or anyone else-"\vhatever they 
may have said to you, outside of the presence of these parties 
-you are not allowed to testify to, but only the things you 
observed personally, sir. All right; go ahead. 

A. No. 
Q. All right, sir; have you ever been around when Mrs. Sol

lie has accused Mr. Sollie of intimacies with other women? 
A. No; I haven't been around then. . 
Q. Now, you have had a cha.nee to observe what type of 

home Mrs. Sollie kept as to its, cleanliness; will you tell the 
court what you observed? 

A. I don't think it was the cleanest in the world. 
Q. \Vhat do you mean by that, sid 
A. It was usually dirty dishes around most of the day. 

Dep. 
6/12/69 
page 318 ~ 

Q. You know as a matter of fact whether or 
not Mr. Sollie ma.de complaints to his wife as to 
the con di ti on of the home? 

A. I'm sure he did; I have beard him say ""Why 
don't you clean up this". 

Q. You have beard him say that in your presence? 
A. Yes; uh-hum. 
Q. Then he was displeased? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know as a matter ·of fa.ct that Mrs. Sollie left the 

place wherein they, the parties, were living? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know when that was, sir 1 
A. Oh, it was in May-two years ago. 
Q. YOU are not positive of that f 
A. Yes; I know she left and it was sometime in the spring. 
Q. Inasmuch as you still live in Green Valley, do you know 

as a matter of fact whether or not Mrs. Sollie has returned to 
reside therein? 
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A. No; she hasn't. 
Q. Do you know Mrs. Copenhaver~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know who she is~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·who is she~ 

A. She's Pat's mother-in-law; Pat's mother, 
Dep. excuse me. 
6/12/59 Q. Do you know whether or not she ever lived 
page 319 ~ with the couple~ 

A. Yes; uh-hum. 
Q. Do you know when she moved in 7 
A. No; I don't recall when the date was. 
Q. Well, it has been testified that on or about November of 

1956, in an attempt to refresh your memory, would that be 
accurate7 

A. Yes; it would-somewhere around there. I remember 
her being down there one Christmas. 

Q. Was she with the couple when Mrs. Sollie left the mar-
ital abode, that is on and up to April 16, 1957 7 

A. \7V as she living with them then~ 
Q. Yes. 
A. No; she had moved prior to that. 
Q. You know about when prior to thaU 
A. I think it was about a month. 
Q. Do you know where she moved to 7 
A. She moved to Roanoke. 
Q. She remained in Roanoke~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know whether or not as a matter of fact Mrs. 

Sollie moved in with her after Mrs. Sollie left 7 
A. Yes; she moved in with her mother. 

Dep. Q. --what type of woman is Mrs. Copenhaver, 
6/12/59 with reference to her morals 7 
page 320 ~ A. I wouldn't ·want to have a child brought up 

around her. 
Q. \Vhy is that, sid 
A. Well, vile lang1rnge mainly; drinking. 
Q .. To what extent, sid 
A. The language ·was so bad that I wouldn't want to be 

around her. I swear now and then; not constantly. You know 
once in a while one will come out, but that's it and I have no 
desire to be around people that talk like this. 

Q. You say she uses vile and abusive language 7 
A. Very much. 
Q. When she drinks 7 



Robert J. Sollie v. Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 187 

Beverley P. Sydliior. 

A. Yes. 
Q. To what extent does she drink, sid 
A. Extent~ I don't know; I know she did drink. 
Q. Have you ever seen her partake of alcoholic beverages? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Have you seen this very often? 

Mr. R.eed: Now, I have listened to this now from each one 
of the witnesses, and I haven't interposed any objection but I 
think it's gone far enough. Mrs. Copenhaver is not a party to 

this divorce suit; Mrs. Copenhaver is not asking 
Dep. for custody of this child nor has it been suggested 
6/12/59 that a11ywhere, in the record, that Mrs. Sollie in-
page 321 ~ tends to live with her mother. 

On the contrary, it is her wishes, as she has 
stated in the record, that she prefers to live alone with the 
child. The only question being of the court determination of 
what is adequate in that regard; and at this point of having 
to listen to Mrs. Copenhaver being put on trial here, \vhen she 
is not here to defend herself, I am going to object to any fur
ther reference to her. 

Mr. Lut.ins: The purpose of counsel for the cross com
plainant questioning the witnesses is to establish the moral 
character of Mrs. Copenhaver, because of the very fact that 
Mrs. Sollie is asking for permanent care, custody, and control 
of the infant child. She and her mother have been constantly 
thrown together, even though sporadically; we further be
lieve that the influence which would surround the child would 
be detrimental to the chiJd; and further, inasmuch as this issue 
is important-that the court be made fully aware of the con
ditiOJJ this child, Elizabeth, would be submitted to if the court 
is of the opinion that custody should be awarded to the com
plainant, Mrs. Sollie. 

(The reporter read the last three questions and answers 
above.) 
Dep. 
6/12/59 Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
page 322 ~ Q. All right; have you seen this very often? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Do you think that Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie would be a 

fit and proper person to be awarded the permanent care, cus
t-0dy, and control of the infant child, Elizabeth? 

A. No. 
Q. ·why do you say that, sir~ 
A. If she were continually" surrounded by-if she were con-
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tinually influenced by her mother, as I have seen her since I 
have known her, I wouldn't want her to be awarded the cus
tody of a dog. 

Q. As to what you observed with reference to the couple, 
has Mrs. Sollie appeared to-has she not appeared but has she 
shown affection or resentment toward Mr. Sollie 7 

A. Has she shown affection 7 
Q. Or resentment toward Mr. Sollie 7 
A. No; none whatsoever-I mean resentment. 
Q. Of affection; now which of the two, if either, has she 

shown toward him-as to what you have observed 7 
A. No affection whatsoever. 
Q. Has she shown resentmenU 
A. Resentment in wha;t way 7 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 323 r 

Q. Any way, sir? In other words, has she ap
peared to resent her husband 7 

A. Oh, yes; at times, yes. 
Q. Can you elaborate on that, sir? In what fash

ion, if you recall? 
A. \Vell, I don't know if this is a case of resentment or not, 

but when Bob was bowling one night and I came home and Pat 
was up, came up to the house and she was there with Ann-and 
we took her and we went went over-we went over to a drive
in and ate, and she was with us; and naturally, we just rode 
around and she said "Well, I wish Bob would do something 
like this." Well, if I had been Bob, and I don't think my 
wife would have said that, take me around sometimes like 
this. 

Q. Now Mr. Sydnor, has Mrs. Sollie ever boasted in your 
presence about her relationship with her husband 7 Her mar
ital relationship 7 

A. Has she boasted 7 
Q. Has she boasted in your presence~ 
A. No; no, not to me. 
Q. Has she ever boasted with reference to the preparation 

of meals for her husband, such as breakfast and things of that 
sorU 

A. Would you say that. again? 

Mr. Lutins: (Addressing the reporter) Read the question 
back, Marcus. 

(The reporter read the last question above .. ) 
The Witness: Oh, yes. 
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Dep. . 
6/12/59 ' By Mr. Lutins: 
page 324 ~ Q. "\]iThat type of boasting? . 

A. She opened a can of beans or she put some
thing on the table, and that was it. 

Q. Do you know as a matter of fact whether or not she'd 
prepare bTeakfast for her husband each morning1 

A. I don't know as a matter of fact that she didn't; but I 
don't think she did. 

Q. But you say you don't know as a matter of fact1 
A. I don't know as a matter of fact. 
Q. All r·ight; did she make any threats in your presence that 

she was going to leave her husband 1 · 
A. In niy presence, no. .· 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mrs. Sollie had any pet 

1phrase describing Mr. Sollie? 
-· A. Oh-a dirty Hunky. 

Q. Do you know whether or not he had any pet phrases for 
hed 
· A. No; I don't. 
Q. Did you have an opportunity t-0 visit the couple in the 

evenings? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ever obser'\7e anything with reference to the 

child-her treatment and so forth 1 
A. Her treatmenU Yes. Dep. 

6/12/59 
page 325 r 

Q. "What did you observe, sir? 
A. "'ell, she could stay up as .. late as she 

wanted to usually-most of the time.' 
Q. Mrs. Sollie ever take the situation in hand and force the 

child to go to bed at a proper time 1 . .. 
A. No. . 
Q. And did Mr. Sollie ever do likewise1 
A. Mr. Sollie suggested it-that she be put to bed. 
Q. Do you recall specifically any-the arguments indulged 

in between the parties as to why they came about; that is, the 
. sum and substance of any of the arguments 1 

A. No;Idon't. . 
Q. I see; do you think that Mr. Sollie would make a fit and 

proper person for the permanent care, custody, and control of 
the child 1 . 

A. Yes,:sir. . 
Q. "Thy do you say thaU 
A. As far as I know, he is a very clean living person and I 

am in contact with him constantly. 
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Q. His morals-do you know the extent of those, sir 1 
A. Yes; I do. 
Q. ·what a.re they 1 
A. His morals are very clean. 

Mr. Lutins: Okey, Bill. Witness with you, Mr. Reed. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 326 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Mr. Sydnor, you have. been a very good and close friend 

to Mr. Sollie for, or since 19511 
A. (The witness nodded his head.) 
Q. And you are friendly with him now ; he is a good friend 

of yours now, isn't he 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. You and Mr. Sollie work right next to each other, I be

live you said; he worked in one room and you work in the 
other1 

A. That's right. 
Q. And I believe you testified on direct examination that 

you were usually with him about eighty or ninety percent of 
the time1 

A. That is correct. 
Q. And if you were with him eighty or ninety percent of the 

time, he didn't spend a lot of time at home with his wife, did 
he? 

Mr. Lutins: (interposing) What is the question 1 
The Witness: Can I ask a question here 1 
Mr. Lutins: You are not to ask any questions, Mr. Sydnor. 

You can answer them. 

Dep. By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
6/12/59 Q. I will repeat the question, but :first I will 
page 327 ~ qualify it. You testified that in passing through 

your direct testimony that you and Mr. Sollie 
went to some of the ball games, and you went bowling, and he 
come up to your house a.nd watched television; and you went 
on. to say that you be-that you have been very close to him 
and that you were with him a.bout eighty -or ninety percent of 
the time? 

A. "'\iVell, that's correct; he'd be up at my house and I'd be 
down here at his. 
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Q. And then my question to you then is if you '\Vere with him 
about eighty or ninety percent of the time, he didn't spend 
very much time a.t home with his wife and family, did he? 

A. Eighty or ninety percent of the time that we were away 
from work, or something like that. 

Q. That's what I'm talking about .. 
A. Yes; lrn was down there or I was-he was at my house or 

I was usually down there. 
Q. That didn't le.ave a lot of time for the Mills and the 

Thomases that live next door with them, if they spent most of 
the time, then, with you? 

A .. The Thomases? 
Q. No; we are talking about the Sollie's. 
A. (There was no response.) 
Q. You went. bowling with him, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 
Dep. Q. And you went to some of the ball games with 
6/12/59 him? 
page 328 ~ A. Yes. 
. · Q. He spent a lot of time up at your house 

watching television, didn't he? ·· 
A. Tlrnt's right. 
Q. And you te·stified that one of the things that Mrs. Sollie 

resented came to light one night when you and Mr. Sollie had 
been bowling? 

A. No; when he went. bowling. 
Q. '\V'ait a minute;-

Mr. Lutins: Let him finish; he's going to answer that ques
tion unless. you 're summing this thing up. 

Mr. Reed '\Vill you wait until I've :finished the question, 
please, sir? . 

Mr. Lutins: All right. 
The '\\Titness: Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. I '11 start the question again. '\\Tith reference to your an

swer to Mr. Lutins as to whether or not Mrs. Sollie resented 
Mr. Sollie, whether she demonstrated resentment or love., you 
testifiedthat he had been bowling and when he got back, that 
you and your wife and Mr. and Mrs. Sollie went out to the 
dri\7e-in; did you not? 

A. No; I did not. 
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Q. \iVell, let's go back and read his answer, then. 
Dep. Do you think you· ,Qa.n, ;find it, Marcus I · 
6/12/59 ···..... · .... 
page 329 r (The reportet sea1~ched the re.cord and found 

the answer requested, which was read to the wit
ness.) 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. All right ;Jet the. re.cord show that he read the answer 

and thatyouheard the:answer that you gave, Mr. Sydnor, and 
your answe:r was that you went out to a drive-in with Mr. and 
Mrs. Sollie; was that correct I 

A. That is not what I meant to say. 
Q. Well, can we depend on what you are saying-what you 

say or what you mean to say I 
A. I made an honest mistake. 
Q. Well, what mistake did you make I 
A. Mr. Sollie \Vas not with us. 
Q. In ·other words, Mr. Sollie-
A. Was bowling when we were out-we, the three of us, 

and the kids were out eating. 
Q. It wasn't four of you that went ouU 
A. No; it was three of us, plus our kids. 

Mr. Lu tins: \l\T ell, now, I object. I don't think he under
stood the question. 

Mr. Reed:. The record speaks for itself. 
Mr. Lutins: I understand that, but the truth of the 

matter is, what does the man understand the question to 
bel . 

Dep. Mr. Reed: He has given his answer and I will 
6/12/59 now get to the crux of what I originally intended 
pag·e 330 ~ to ask him. 

Q. (continued) Then if Mr. Sollie was not with you, Mrs. 
Sollie was complaining because Mr. Sollie didn't take her out; 
isn't that the crux of what you said I 

A. No; she wasn't complaining that he didn't take her out
just that she didn't want him to go out, more or less. 

Q. Well, we will let the record stand for itself as to what the 
questions were and what your answers were. Now, I just have 
one or two more questions, Mr. Sydnor. You haven't been in 
this room while the other witnesses testified today, have you I 

A. No. 
Q. You know that Mr. and Mrs. Mills testified I 
A. Correct. 
Q. And you know that your wife testified before you I 
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A. For me' 
Q. Before you' 
A. Before me; yes, sir. 
Q. Now each one of you testified about the child staying up 

late at night and each one of you also testified that Mrs. Sollie 
was a proper person to !Jave the custody of the child, provided 
that her mother was not living with them. Now when did you 

reach that conclusion' 
A. I have. ahvays tl1ought this. 
Q. You have always thought thaU 
A. That's right. 

Dep. 
6/12/59 
page 331 r 

Q. \li,T ell, did you four witnesses discuss that 
before you came in to testify1 

A. Pardon 1 \7i7lrnt was that again' 
Q. Did you and the other three witnesses discuss the fact 

that you were going to testify about the child staying up late' 
A. About the cbild staying up 1ate1 
Q. You did not1 
A. No. 
·Q. Did you discuss with Mr. Sollie that you were going to 

testify about her mother' 
A. vVith Mrs. Sollie.1 
Q. \li,T ell, did you discuss with Mr. Sollie that you were go-

ing to testify about Mrs. Copenhaver's influence? 
A. If it came up, yes. 
Q. If it came up? 
A. Yes. 
Q. If it came up? 
A. Yes; if we were asked a.bout what was best for the child. 
Q. And all four of you all said about the same thing; is that 

righU 
A .. That's Tight. 

Dep. Mr. Reed: That's all, Mr. Sydnor. 
6/12/59 
page 332 r By Mr. Lu tins: 

Q. Do you authorize the Notary to sign your 
name to these. deposit.ions when they are written up1 

A. Ido. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

MR. BEVERLY P.- SYDNOR 
By M.ARCUS A. BIELE1R 

Court Reporter. 
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(The taking of the above depositions was concluded at 5 :10 
o'clock P. M., to be resumed at 1 :00 o'clock P. M. June 16, 1959 
at the same place as heretofore noted.) 

page 333 ~ June 16, 1959 
1 :20 o'clock P.M. 

(Same parties present as heretofore noted. Same place as 
heretofore noted.) 

ROBERT J. SOLLIE, 
the respondent, a witness of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn, deposes and says as :follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. State your full name, please. 
A. Robert J. Sollie. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Sollie? 
A. 3828 Colony Lane . 

. Q. You are, of course, the defendant or respondent in this 
!natter, are you not? 

A. That's right. 
Q. And ·of course, Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie is your 

wife? 
A. That's right. 
Q. I believe you a.11 have a child; is that correcU 
A. Yes. 
Q. V\That is her name and age? 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 334 ~ 

A. She is 
Roanoke. 

A. Elizabeth Ann Sollie ; and she will be eight, 
I believe, this here September 20th. 

Q. With whom is she presently residing? 
A. With my ·wife. 
Q. Wnere is your wife now living? 

living at 833 Marshall Avenue, s:w·., here m 

Q. How long· has she been living there? 
A. I would say for at least a year. 
Q. 'When did she leave you? 
A. She left April 16, 1957. 
Q. 'Since April 16, 1957, has your wife returned to the 

marital abode, wherein you now reside-and have been since 
a pproxima.tely 1955? 

A. That's right; she lmsn 't returned. 
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Q. Now Mr. Sollie, when were you two married f 
A. J a.nuary 5, 1951. 
Q. Where were you married 1 
A'. In Tocoma Park, Maryland. 
Q. Thereafter, where did you immediately reside? 
A. Pardon? 
Q. Thereafter, where did you immediately reside? 
A. As man and wife 1 
Q. Yes. 
A. The first place that we had a residence was in Sche

nectady, New York. Before that, she was living with her 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 335 ~ 

mother and I was attending school. 
Q. I see ; well, you both . lived together m 

Schenectady? 
A. That's right. 
Q. Where were you employed then f 

A. Schenectady General Electric. 
Q. How long did you live in Schenectady? 
A. "']\Tell, from September 1951 until October, 1955. Well, 

that is a combination of Schenectady and Scotia, New York. 
Q. vVho was living with you during that time, if anyone 1 
A. My mother-in-law. 
Q. And of course, your child was born during that time? 
A. That's right. 
Q. She resided with you both 1 
A. She came to New York ·with us. 
Q. Who was that? 
A. My mother-in-law 
Q. What kind of marital relationship did you and Mrs. 

Sollie enjoy from 1951 to '55, briefly? 
A. ·wen, it started out fairly good; we enjoyed each other's 

compa.ny and it just deteriorated to the extent that we just 
couldn't get along. · 

Q. "']\Then did this deterioration start? 
A. Y..,T ell, it was I'd say-it started while she was carrying 

the child and she was-just couldn't live with 
Dep. her. I mean, you could live with her but 
6/16/59 couldn't tolerate her, so I'd just go out of the 
page 336 ~ house and go fishing, or something. After the 

child was born, she got quite a bit better; it's 
understandable that 'vomen are hard to get along with when 
they 're carrying children. 

Q. And your child was born in '51, you say 7 
A. That's right; September. 
Q. You say she wa.s a little better after she gave birth? 
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A. That's right. 
Q. During-from the period 1951 to 1955, did you ever 

strike your wife~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. \iVhen~ 
A. Well, I struck her in 1953, I believe it was. 
Q. What occasioned this 1 
A. The occasion was-
Q. And also what occasioned this-and also where 1 \Vhere 

was she struck1 
A. She was struck-well, not struck but I gave her a little 

love tap, you might say, on the side of the face. 
Q. All right; now, what occasioned this love tap~ 
A. \Vell, it was a pretty heated argument over-I don't 

know whether it was a hunting knife or what, right now, 
but I know she got me quite worked up and I 

Dep. asked her to leave me alone ; and she wouldn't 
6/16/59 leave me alone and persisted, and she gave me a 
page 337 ( knee in the groin and I slapped her. It wasn't a 

severe slap; it didn't leave any mark or anything. 
Q1. And you say that was in 1953 ~ 
A. That's right. 
Q. Now, have you ever struck her-your wife-after 1953 

to the present day~ Did you ever strike your wife after that 1 
A. I wouldn't say I struck her; I have slapped her with 

a fingertip: motion, never with the arm or wrist, even. 
Q. When was this~ 
A. This was just prior to when she left. 
Q. \iVhen specifically 1 Do you recall~ 
A. Well, I believe this was, say, probably a week before 

she left, or more; I couldn't swear to it. 
Q. If I understand now, you struck your wife once in '53, 

and you also struck her one time in 1957, about a month be
fore she left your marital abode; is that correct 1 

A. Somewhere in that order; yes. In '53, when I struck 
her, I was pretty as}1amed of myself; I didn't think at that 
time that any man should hit a woman, or strike her, or even 
correct her for that much-but I nevertheless did. I didn't 
think very much of .iiiyself at that time. 

And she started beating on me with her fists 
Dep. and I started taking it without lifting a hand; 
6/16/59 and so, finally, I held her arm after I thought I 
page 338 ( had taken enough punishment for doing what I 

did. 
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Q. That was in '53? 
A. That's right. 

Robert J: Sollie. 

Q. Tell us about the '57 incident with reference to sla.p
ping' 

A. \Veil, the '57 episode was perpetrated a little while 
before that, when she had requested my presence down in 
Mr. Reed's office, trying to straighten out our marital prob
lems through a lawyer-threatening to leave me. She told me 
to go down to see Mr. Reed or see her in court. I did go down. 

Q. When was this? 
A. I'd say this was about a month and a. half-I couldn't 

swear to it-before she left me. 
Q. Before April 16, 1957? 
A. That's right; that's right. I went down to Mr. Reed's 

office, not immediately because I didn't particularly like the 
wife using threats of divorce against me-she's been doing 
this for yea.rs without a month going by that she would 
threaten me with a divorce or for what reason-just to make 
me bend to her ways, I imagine. 

And I couldn't quite see going down there immediately 
and trying to reconcile with her at home, first. I did go down 
there and discuss the matter with Mr. Reed and over money 

matters, and how you treat one another. 
Q. All right; now
A. Then-

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 339 ~ Q. Wait a minute; your wife has alleged in her 

Bill of Complaint that you had subjected her to 
extreme physical and mental abuse prior to, and up to, 
April 16, 1957; is tha.t true? 

A. No ; it is not. This time that you were referring to, that 
I struck her before she left there, it was only after she had 
kicked me in the groin, also in the head; she had the child 
sitting on her lap and ha.cl a glass of water, or something, 
on the floor-and she was continually calling me a dirty, 
rotten Hunky in rapid succession for about five minutes. 

Q. \Vlrn t provoked her into doing this~ 
A. I don't know; I think she was trying to get me so mad 

that I would beat up on her, and she would have reason to 
leave me: She had been trying, she and her mother, both 
trying-

Q. Her mother was living at your residence at this time? 
A. At this time, she \vas not; but she was there. 
Q. What do you mean, she was there~ 
A. She was living downtown somewhere; where it was, I 

do not know. 
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Q. In the city of Roanoke, downtown? 
A. That's right; she had left about a month; I imagine, 

before the breakup came; and I 'stooped over'-getting back 
to this episode-as I stooped over, the glass of 

Dep. water was kicked by the wife or the daughter, or 
6/16/59 something, and it fell over-and I reached over 
page 340 r to pick it up and she tried to kick me in the head, 

and knocked my glasses .off; and then when I 
stood up, she kicked me in the groin. 

Q. You wear your glasses continuously? 
A. Yes; I do-and I reached over and gave her just a 

wrist motion (indicating)-not even a wrist but my fingertip 
motion ·on the mouth, trying to warn her to quit calling me 
this dirty hunky name in rapid succession; and she kicked 
·me again and that was just about the size of it. 

Q. Now if I understand your testimony, when you did 
strike your wife on the two occasions, the first one being 1953, 
and the second one being 1957, approximately a month or a 
month and a half before April ·16, 1957; is that cotrect? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now; your wife has further alleged, Mr. Sollie, in her 

bill that she had developed, prior to the date that she left, 
Bells Palsy-which she alleges was caused by a nervous 
condition brought about by your mistreatment and abuse· of 
her. 

I ask you, sir, whether or not you have in any way, through 
your conduct, caused your wife-or allegedly caused your 
wife to develop Bells Palsy? · 

A. Not in the lea.st way. 
Q'. Can you tell the court the foundation of this' 

Dep. allegation from your own knowledge? 
6/16/59 A. Yes. 
page 341 ~ Q. ·what is that, sir? 

A. Bells Palsy, to my knowledge-
Q. No; I don't want you to testify as to what Bells Palsy is, 

but whether or not-
A. Due to her nervous condition caused by me, you mean? 
Q. -whether or not your wife has a nervous condition and 

if so, if it existed prior to your difficulties? And connection 
you might have, if any, with reference to the development of 
this disease? 

A. Well, a little history-right before the attack of Bells 
Palsy, she had-it's necessary to determine this-we. had just 
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moved down from New York and v1re had no outside int~r
ference as far as family relations. 

Q. Vlhat year and month was this? 
A. This was in October '55 that we moved down here and 

we were enjoying very good marital relations. \\7e had all the 
reason in the world to be happy; we. had moved to a new state 
and '"e had plenty to do and plenty to see, and we had plenty 
of money. . 

vve had expense accou1'JJs that transferred and allowances 
that the compmJy gave us,'.,and there was nothing that she 
didn't want; and at this time ·ju her life, she was nevet hap
pier, and we got along very, very good-and we were en

joying each other's company immensely~the best 
we ever got along. Dep. 

6/16/59 
page 342 ~ 

And when she did have this attack of Bells 
Palsy, we got along even better fo the respect that 
she treated me the best that I have ever been 

treated by anyone, I imagine, because she realized at that time 
that she had a facial paralysis, and it was a kind of-oh, un~ 
sightly thing-because she couldn't smile and she was :afraid 
that people wouldn't like her because of it. 

She had to win people, then, on personality which slJe. de
veloped, and kept, and maintained until afte.r she was ove1• the 
attack of Bells Palsy; and she got right back into the same o.lcl 
rut. 

Q. When was she over this attack? 
A. About a year and a half later, she got over the attack 

where you couldn't notice that she had any affliction, as far 
as paralysis of the face is concerned. 

Q. Well, that would be the first of 19'57; do you think the 
early part of '57 ~ 

A. No; it was before that. I guess it was only a year, come to 
think about it. . 

Q. Now, I understand you say you in no ways contributed to 
this? 

A. Not any in the least; I mean, we were a very happily 
married couple at that time. I don't tlJink there was any hap-

pier married couple around. 
Dep. Q. Mr. Sollie, you have alleged in your Cross 
6/16/59 Bill that your wife, Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie, 
page 343 ~ has consistently used profanity and continually 

chides you; would you elaborate on this allega
tion, sir, to the court? 



200 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Robert J. Sollie. 

A. Well, I use profanity but not to an extent which is vile; 
I say bell and damn, just like most of my friends do. I don't 
believe in using the ·words ''God'' or ''Heaven'' ; now, this 
is worse profanity to me than the word hell-I have no regard 
for hell, but I have high regard for Heaven, and I feel-in my 
opinion-that I can misuse the word hell all I want to. 

Q. Anyone else in the family, to your k11Q..wledge, use pro
f anitv? 

A. ·'The wife used abusive profanity, and the mother-in-law 
used very abusive profanity, to the extent that I have never 
heard any man use such profanity in my life. I don't use that 
type and she calls me a s.o.b., and bastard, and stuff like that. 
I have never called her a name such as that, using profanity. 

Q. You have further alleged in your Cross Bill that on nu
merous occasions, your wife kicked, slapped, and beat you and 
in your groin, head, and other parts of your body. \Vould you 
elaborate on that allegation, sir? 

A. \\Tell, I have held her several times when she started 
kicking me, but she had a bad habit-even in fun-that if you 
were wrestling with her and playing with her-which didn't 

happen too often-that she'd try to even bit you 
Dep. in the groin with her fist. \Vhere she picked this 
6/16/59 up at, I don't know; but on one occasion, she 
page 344 r kicked me so severely that I passed blood for a 

week. 
Q. How often did this happen? 
A. This happened about, I'd say, four or five times in our 

married life. 
Q. ·was it prior to, or subsequent to, October 1956 when you 

moved to Roanoke, Virginia-to Roanoke County, Virginia? 
A. This was be.fore and after. 
Q. No-w, sir, you further alleged that your wife bas at

tempted to turn your chDd, Elizabeth, against you; is tbat 
true, sir? 

A. Yes, sir; it is. 
Q. vVhat do you mean by this? 
A. \Vell, the child was never taught to, by the mother, to 

respect me in any way whatsoever. In fact, she had tried to 
teach her child to stay away from me; I wasn't allowed to take 
the child anywhere with me, to the store. or anywhere, and she 
·would tell the child to stay away from me. You don't know 
what he has, inferring that I was diseased. 

And also that we had problems, whereas the child was sup
posed to eat. all her food and a special diet that. the wife had 
said the doctor told her to eat., and that. she shouldn't get up 
from the table until she had finished all this-and would I 
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please see to it that this was done. ·well, after I'd 
Dep. tell the child that she couldn't get up from the 
6/16/59 table until she had finished everything on her 
pa.ge 345 r plate, foe child -..vould sit there naturally, and 

mope a little and take her good old time eating it. 
And I'd leave the room to watch television after I was done 

eating, and come out back to the child to check, in a little while, 
to see if she was doing all right a.nd the child would slowly, 
but surely, eat all her food. One day I went back into the room 
and took my shoes off and laid down, and came back out into 
the kitchen and the wife was taking the food off the child's 
plate and eating this for her. 

'rhis makes the child look at Mommie as a good buddy, and 
Daddy as a big bear for making her eat it. Now after she had 
instructed me to make the child eat it, I didn't think this was 
quite right. Things of this nature turned the child against me 
to some extent, and also that the child bad never seen her 
mother do anything that would encourage any love for the 
father-that is, myself. 

Q. ·what type of home did your wife maintain with refer-
ence to cle.anliness W · 

A. \!.,Tell, it wasn't the way I expected a home to be kept. I 
am not the best person a.round to keep a home myself; I threw 
clothes a.round; where I took some clothes off sometime, it 
would lay there aJ1d she 'cl get on me for that-but neverthe

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 346 r 

less, anything she left laying around, that was all 
right. She'd leave her dirty clothes lay around 
and wouldn't pick up after the child, or after her
self as far as that goes; and the dishes would stack 
up in the sink for days, two or three days at a 

time, not consistently at all times but just in batches.· 
And when she got in the mood to keep a good house and her 

mother got on her, when her mother lived there-her 
mother would get on her for keeping a dirty house and raise a 
little beck with her, and then she would start keeping a better 
house-but if nobody kept after her, she didn't take care of 
the house practically at all. 

Q. Did she take care of the. child, Elizabeth-

Mr. Reed: ( interposing) \Vhat was the question? 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
Q. Did she take care of the child, Elizabeth? 
A. As far as cleanliness is concerned? 
Q. 1,!.,Titl1 reference to the general management of the child? 
A. She didn't manage the child too well; she would-we had 



202 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Robert J. Sollie. 

arguments over the child. At first, I would spank the child; a 
child's bottom is pretty hard. She'd run 'Out on the street and 
I have always had the contention that I would rather see a 
bruised bottom on a child than a dead body laying in the 
street, and we had heated arguments over her-over the 
spanking of the child; but I only spanked the child when she 
needed severe correction, where the safety of the child was 

concerned. 
Dep. Q. How did your wife conduct herself with ref-
6/16/59 erence to wifely duties, such as preparation of 
page 347 ~ meals and things of that nature1 , 

A. Well, she prepared a meal for herself 
mainly, no-one else. She set the table for things she wanted 
on the table and if you wanted mustard with your meal, if 
you had meat, she wouldn't put that on the table-she took 
care of it with mayonnaise, which they liked. 

Q. Did she prepare meals for you 1 
A. Not always, no. If she wanted to go out to supper 

and you couldn't convince her even to have the funds for 
supper, she'd prepare a meal for the child and herself, but 
wouldn't set a place for n1e, and I'd have to make my own 
meals. Also, the only time she. made breakfast is she made 
it for a period of maybe, oh a week for me-and then that 
there ceased; but she never made breakfast and never . even 
packed my lunch. · 

Q. Did this please, or displease, you 1 
A. It displeased me very much; I begged her, many a time, 

to please get up with me in the morning and make breakfast. 
She wouldn't even get up. 

Q. To what extent did this exist 1 
A. Well, it just existed all the time; and then when she 

did set a table at the regular meal times, not counting 
breakfast, she didn't put a tablecloth or anything on it. And 

then when she sat there eating with you, she sat 
there with her back towards you, if she was made 
at you ; she wouldn't even look or talk to you. 

Q. Did your wife ever make any accusations 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 348 ~ 

that you were intimate with other women 1 
A. Oh, thousands of occasions. 
Q. Was there any jealousy 1 
A. This is not stretching a point, now. 
Q. Was there any justification 1 
A. None whatsoever. 
Q. Well, did you deny this activity1 
A. Yes; in Schenectady, New York, she accused me of 

running around with a woman in the office and at that time, 
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I never went out one evening in a period of two years. I was 
very much a homebody and I asked her, ''When am I sup
posed to be running around with this girl''' She said ''Dur
ing your lunch hour''; and in a place as big as that plant was 
in Schenectady, with as many people that knew me, this 
would be an impossibility. 

Up there when she was accusing· me, I denied it to her 
hundreds of times. She had asked me a11d I'd keep on telling 
her "NO; No. I'm not doing such a thing"-and you can't 
prove you 're not doing something when you 're not doing it. 
And I told her no for so many times that I just told her I 
wouldn't say no again; that if she wouldn't believe me the 
first hundred times, that I wouldn't say it again; and she 
promised at that time she was going to divorce me, come 

hell or high water. . 
Dep. She went to such an extent to call this girl up 
6/16/59 and ask the ·gid, and called her a prostitute, and 
page 349 } in different language than that, over the phone. 

And because this· girl-and it caused this girl 
much grief. This girl didn't even carry on a conversation 
with me. I don't believe the girl liked me, to begin with, as a 
person ; I don't know. 

Then she treatened to call the Boss's wife up and say that 
we were running around together, just to cause trouble 
between and the girl and the Boss. She would bring outsiders 
in, trying to cause trouble' for them, too. Down here, she 
accused me many times in front of other people, and these 
other people would tell her that she was all wet; that there 
wasn't anything that I 'vas doing. 

I would be out with maybe three or four fellows in the 
neighborhood and you just can't keep things like that quiet, 
if you 're doing it; and also that she'd call up, trying to 
probe, to see if I was doing sµch a thing and she'd call up, 
maybe, the Country Kitchen and say "Is Bob Sollie there?" 
knowing that I wasn't there. 

Q. \i'\That is the Country Kitchen? 
A. It's a local restaurant and bar where, after bowling, 

we'd stop with a gang of guys and have a beer, and then 
come on borne. But she'd call up there when I wasn't there 
and as she knew I wasn't there, and ask if Bob Sollie was 
there; and when they'd say no, he isn't here, she'd say 

""Well, can you tell him to call his girl friend 
Dep. when be gets in". That was done just to create 
6/16/59 this illusion that I had a girl friend. 
page 350 ~ Q. Did you go out often with the boys? 

A. Well, I went out every bowling night. 
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Q. How often was that 1 
A. That was once a week and she found on me going 

bowling, even. A couple of occasions, when I came home, she 
wouldn't let me in the house ; I got home around eleven 
o'clock .and one night, I had to shove my fist through the 
window to get in, back in my own house. 

She was standing behind the door, taunting me ''Go ahead 
take off-you're not welcome here"-sitting inside the door 
and telling me to take off and I said ''Just throw my keys 
out, and I will". And she wouldn't let me in, so I finally had 
to shove my hand through the window and open the door ; and 
then she got in the big argument, trying to make me clean up 
the glass from it. 

I went bowling about once a week; never any more and 
when the neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Mills, would come over 
and he would suggest "Let's go get a beer", then we'd take 
off for maybe a half hour or forty-five minutes, or an hour, 
and come back home. A man can't be running around much, 
or doing much, in half an hour or an hour. 

Q. Mr. Sollie, inasmuch as your wife has left the marital 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 351 ~ 

abode wherein you both resided on April 16, 1957, 
will you tell the court whether or not, as far 
as what you know with reference to the circum
stances surrounding your married life, she was 
justified in so doing 1 

A. No, sir ; she was not. 
Q. Did you give her any justification for doing this 1 
A. None whatsoever. In my opinion, I mean, and I tried 

to be a good husband-better than the next-and in my 
own conceited opinion of myself, I feel I am easier to get along 
with than the next guy as long as I am treated half-way 
decently. 

Q. \Vhen she left on April 16, 1957, was that with your 
consent7 

A. No, sir. I came home from work and she was gone 
and a note was left there, saying she had left and she had 
taken Betty vvith her. 

They tried to get me to leave the house, leave my own 
home before that for, so they could get a divorce; the 
mother-in-law and the wife. They requested me, at that time, 
did I want my wife to leave and I said no. They said well, 
why don't you leave then, because she can't get a divorce as 
long as you 're living under the same roof; and I told them 
I didn't want my wife to leave and I didn't want to leave also 
if we'd just be left alone. 
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Q. Now did your wife take any clothes with here and if so, 
to what extent? 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 352 r 

A. She took all of her clothes and the child's 
clothes, and some ·of the dishes and utensils. She 
took along three carloads of gears when she left. 
·when I did go bowling-

Q. Excuse me. 
A. v\Then I _went bowling several times, when I came home, 

the wife had been there and there'd be a note saying tlrnt 
she was staying with her mother; but she would never tell me 
where her mother ·was living. This was right before the 
break-up and this I didn't appreciate, and I asked her please, 
if she'd only leave her motJ1er's phone number there or tell 
me where she lived, that I'd come and get her when I got 
home. 

Q. I believe you established residence, when you originally 
moved to Roanoke, at a place other than where you are? 

A. That's right. 
Q. ·where you are now residing; now where was that? 
A. I think that was 2546 'Vestover A venue, next to the 

last l1ouse on the street. 
Q. And then you subsequently moved to Green-what is 

it 1 
A. Green Valley. 
Q. Green Valley. Did you buy your home out there1 
A. Well, mortgage. I bought my own home. 
Q. Whose name did you take the title in~ 
A. Both names. 
Q. You and your wife's name? 
A. That's right; \Ve were having troubles when we came 

Dep. 
6/l.6/59 
page 353 r 

down here-before we ca.me down here, I should 
say-and then when we got dovn1 here, we were 
getting along pretty decently and I decided to buy 
a home and try a.nd make a go at living a.gain; 
and this was the only way I could give an indica

tion to my wife that I was willing to live with her and get 
along, and make a family. 

Q. Do you drink, Mr. Sollie? 
A. Yes; I do. 
Q. What do you drink, sir 1 
A. Oh, I drink beer or I have a mixed drink, once in a 

wl1ile. 
Q. To what extenH 
A. I've never been drunk in my life; I will take one with 

company, a social drinker-that's the way I classify myself-
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as a social drinker. I never drink alone or the only time I 
drink a beer is with spaghetti, during a meal. 

Q. At any time during your married life, have you humi-
liated your wife before friends or acquaintances~ 

A. Never as far as drinking; never. 
Q. With reference to anything~ 
A. Well, I think \Ve have humiliated each other. 
Q. Why was that~ 
A. Well, sometimes maybe she'd ask me for grapes; I 

remember one occasion she asked me for grapes. 
Q. Is this before friends and acquaintances, or 

Dep. just between yourselves~ 
6/16/59 A. Before they got there; and after we had a 
page 354 r little heated argument about the grapes and it was 

over with, and she knew I was quite worked up 
about it, then after the people-we had company-and she'd 
bring it up again, knowing that I was very irritated about it. 

And I would ask her then please not to bother me with such 
matters at that time; but she tried to get me hot and bothered, 
or something, and tried to make me mad in front of peope. 

Q. Would she initiate these things, or would you~ 
A. No. 
Q. When they happened before guests would come over, 

and during the time that the guests were at the house~ 
A. No; well, how they got initiated is another thing but 

she would a.sk me for something and when I would deny her 
it, she would get in a heated argument; why couldn't she 
have it, the neighbors had this, that, or the other, and they 
were getting new stuff. But she never stopped to think that 
both neighbors were working and maybe the guy had twice 
the income I had, and she was always trying to keep up 
with the Jones 's or get ahead of them; and she would never 
stop to think that both people in the family, a man and a 
wife, were both working-or the man had another income than 
what I had. 

Q. Did you wife-was your wife working~ 
Dep. A. No. 
6jl6/59 Q. Did she work at any time during your mar-
page 355 ~ ried life~ 

A. She worked on Saturdays, I believe, for 
about oh, I'd say. three months off and on, on Saturdavs. 

Q. When and where was this? ,, 
A. This was in Schenectady, New York. 
Q. New York? In what year, approximately? 
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A. I'd say this was in '55. 
Q. Did she work thereafter 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. To what extent did you provide for your wife 1 
A. I provided better for my family than anyone else of our 

acquainta.nces that had an equal, or more, income than I 
bad. We always had more-

Q. What do you mean 1 
A. -and better. 
Q. How did you do this 1 
A. ·wen, just by management, that's all, of my own per

sonal money and income. 
Q. What did you provide, specifically; anything that stands 

out in your mind 1 
A. \Vell, I provided a home better than ·our friends bad 

and also, I provided what was always the :first to }Jave any
thing, such as a dryer-washer, a bake stove; the wife had all 
choices in the matter-what kind of furniture, and the only 

time I said tha.t the furniture wasn't any good 
Dep. was when studying the type of furniture under 
6/16/59 construction wasn't too good; then we'd go to a 
page 356 ~ higher price range. I would even instruct her 

'that is not good enough furniture for you,' and 
she always had the choice of what kind of furniture, or style, 
or stove, or anything that went in the house. 

Q. All right. 
A. We bad more of it and better than anyone else. 
Q. Did you give your wife any charge accomJts, things of 

that nature 1 
A. She bad charge accotmts in every store in town, 

practically. 
Q. Did you keep up the payments on these 1 
A. Yes ; the ones that I knew of. Not up-I didn't keep 

payments up to snuff ;on it; I goofed off on some of them be
cause I didn't have funds to keep up the payments. 

Q. In other w·ords, your wife 'vent beyond your means? 
A. Yes; pa.rt of these maybe, I don't know, sometimes it 

might be my fault because I think I bought out of mv price 
range, as far as the house is concerned, and then lrnd limited 
expenses to run it on. 

Q. What price home did you purchase? 
A. I bought a $13,600.00 home on an income tlmt didn't 

warrant it. I also bought one out of my range in Schenectady, 
thinking if you bought out of your range, your income would 
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catch up after a while and you'd be living on easy 
Dep. street; and if you had to wait until you could 
6/16/59 afford the home, the price of the home \vould 
page 357 r have gone up, while your wages didn't, and you'd 

never catch up with it. 
Q. And what is your present income~ 
A. $6,400.00 a year. 
Q. Where do you work~ 
A. General Electric. 
Q. ·what was your income April of '57? 
A. April of '57, it was just about the same. I think in 1957 

I made $6,500.00 and last year, I think I made $6,400.00. 
Q. Have you tried to reconcile with your wife 1 
A. \l.,T e have talked it over together and we couldn't get to 

first base on any reconciliation. She talked to me about it, 
but reconciliation was all her way and nothing else. She 
would come back if I did this, and if I did that, and if I'd 
married her in the Catholic Chmch-and stuff like tbat. 
I mean this was not a reconciliation to me. 

Q. Are you all of different faiths~ 
A. Yes; yes, we are. I am Protestant and she is Catholic. 
Q. And she insisted, through your married life, that you 

convert~ 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page. 358 r 

A. Yes; she has. 
Q. Did you ever make any promises that you 

would convert~ 
A. No; I have never made no promise to her 

that I would convert. \Ve were married hv a 
Protestant preacher. · 

Q. You say on the basis of reconciliation, your wife has 
insisted that you convert 1 

A. Yes; she has insisted that I marry her in the-not re
convert, but marry her in a Catholic church, and also raise 
the child Catholic; to give the child a Catholic education. 

Q. Have you agreed to do this? 
A. No; I have not. 
Q. Then that is the extent of the efforts to effect a recon

ciliation 1 
A. Well, the only thing that she has agreed on that she was 

wrong' in doing was keeping the child up late at nights. 
Q. \Vith reference to the child-do you wish that the 

court award you a divorce on the grounds of desertion hy 
vour wife1 · 
· A. Yes; I do. 

Q. Do you think this is the answer to your problem~ 
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A. As far as whatW I don't quite understand the question. 
Q. \7',T ell, as far as you all ever going back together 1 
A. You mean, do I think there is any hope that we ·would 

ever go back together 1 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 359 r 

Q. That's right. 
A No; I do not believe so. It's been too long 

of a period and too much name-calling in the 
meantime, a.nd grief. I have been in the hospital 
with ulcers and everything since that breakup 

time, and still am a sick man. 
Q. Do you wish the court to award you the permanent care, 

custody, m1d control of the infant child, Jmizabeth 1 
A. I would be honored. 
Q. · \71,Tell, aside from you being honored, is that what you 

wish the court to do 1 
A. Yes; I do. 
Q. What provisions, if any, have you made for this re-

sponsibility 1 _ 
A. w· ell, I still have the same provisions I had befow:;. 

I have a home. 
Q. You still maintain the horne1 
A. Yes, I do and if necessary, I could get my mother to 

live with me or I would have to move back to Ohio, where r 
would have the care, I should say my mother, to help me take 
care of the child. 

Q. What provisions do you know a·s a matter of fact t]Jat 
your wife has made since the child has been with her-that is, 
after April 16, 19571 

A. The ·only provision she's made is a home through my 
contributions, and sending her to school. 

Q. Your contributions 1 What do you mean 1 
Dep. A. ·well, I pay-I am paying her $140.00 a 
6/1.6/59 month mid also, I have been going dovm there and 
page 360 r baby-sitting for the child ·while she does part-time 

jobs. I have stayed tliere oh, as many as twenty 
occasions, baby-sitting. 

Q. Is that at your wife's new residence 1 
A. That's right; I have baby-sat all night wJ1ile she worked 

the midnight strike. In other words, I'd get there at ten 
o'clock and she'd leave there at ten-thirty; and I would 
stay there all night and stay with tJrn child, and take care 
of tbe child. And she'd get home at seven and I'd leave about 
a quarter after in the morning. I have also baby-sat in the 
evening for her with the child. 
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Q. \Vha.t do you mean, that you are paying her $140.00 a 
month? Is that pursuant to any direction of the courU 

A. Yes; this is at the direction of the court I have been 
paying her $140.00 a month. 

Q. Been promptly doing this? Have you been promptly 
doing this? 

A. Yes; once in a while I may be a. day late but that is-but 
that's only happened a couple of times. 

Q. During the time that your-strike that. After the time 
that your wife established her new residence, I believe your 
mother-in-law commenced to live ·with her; is that true? 

A. That's right. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 361 r 

Q. What effect, if any, did the presence of your 
mother-in-law have on the welfare of the infant 
child? 

A. Well, she drank quite a bit and she hung out 
at the Anchor Grill, I believe they call it, and had 

quite a few arguments and fights with my wife, as far a.s 
tearing clothing off of each other and cutting each other up 
with their fingernails. 

Q How do you know this, Mr. Sollie? 
A. They have called me up over the phone and have gone 

for fifteen or twenty minutes, at two o'clock in the morning, 
and told me that they were fist-fighting; and crying that 
they were going to kill each other, and the mother threatening 
to take the child away from her; and the wife threatening to 
call the law on her-and actually beating up each other and 
pulling hair out, calling each other names, and getting me 
worked up and trying to get me in the argument. 

And I had to go down and separate them ; they called me 
down there and begged me to come down-both of them 
did-and I finally went down. And another time is that I 
went down there and they had another couple living with, 
Connie and Jack Hyler, I believe it was. 

And the wife was going out to a dance and the people 
talked me into it, and the wife wanted me to go to the dance 
with these people downstairs; so I went with her and we 
went to this dance, a square dance, and we got back home 
and there was a big brawl going on there between the Hylers 

and Mrs. Copenhaver. 
Dep. And they wanted, or they were trying to throw 
6/16/59 each other out of the house. Mrs. Copenhaver 
page 362 r was cussing them of having, or laying their-was 

cussing them and of being laying up there drunk 
with Betty, and she was pretty well inebriated herself. And 
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they were ·out in the yard and calling names and everything; 
and he finally got out of there with Mrs. Hyler, and my 
wife. 

I took the wife previously to that-I think I took the wife 
about two-thirty in the morning, when she wanted me to 
stop over at the time at the police station, and try to get 
them out of there; and as we went inside-and she went in
side a.bout forty-five minutes and, I guess, talked to the law; 
and nothing became of that and finally, I went back and 
picked up, as I said before, Mr. and Mrs. Hyler because 
they bad been locked out of the house; nobody could get 
back in. 

Vv e drove around for a while and discussed the matter 
and I tried to stay the heck out of it; finally, I told them I'd 
drop them off in front of the house-the wife, child, and the 
Hyler people; and I waited outside there a while and finally, 
they got in and I g·ot out of there. And after much name
calling in the streets and everything, it was kind of dis
gusting, and the child was exposed to a.II this continually 

My mother-in-law got right rash at times; she-one of her 
favorite tricks, when you were ea.ting at the table, if you'd 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
pa.ge 363 r 

ask her to pass the cream, she would pull her 
bust out of her-

Q. ·wha.t, sir? 
A. She'd pull her bust out of her blouse when 

you asked her to pass the cream, stuff like that. 
Q. All right; now Mr. Sollie, before I overlook it, there bas 

been some evidence taken on behalf of .your wife with re
ference to your decreasing the heat entering your home. 
Would you explain that to the court, please? 

A. Well, this is one of the most ridiculous things I've ever 
heard of. I have never tampered with ilrn amount of heat 
that ca.me in the house out of the furnace; well, I wouldn't 
say the amount. I think there is a rational amount-I don't 
think a house should be 95 degrees; I don't think it should be 
80 degrees, either. 

As long a.s there is a livable temperature for everybody 
concerned, I think and I feel this is quite adequate for every
body, and for ·everyone. But I have been accused of cutting 
off duck work in the house that. I have never done. Possibly, 
it might. have been cut off a.ft.er we moved in the house; 
it. might. be my fault for not checking that the contra.ct.or bad 
them all opened up-in my opinion, they were. 

And this is something which is so ridiculous a.bout it, that 
she said t1rnt I had the duct work cut off and there was no 

I 
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heat gomg into the child's room. ·vv ell, even if the duct 
work ·was cut off, the child's room would have 

Dep. been adequately heated because the thermostat 
6/16/59 was only three or four feet, at the most, from the 
page 364 ~ child's bed. 

Now you ca.n tamper with the controls of the 
furnace in the basement; you can make adjustments to be 
un-economical or economical, but a thermostat will always 
maintain the temperature of a home no matter what you do 
down to the furnace in the basement; and the only thing you 
can do is shut the heat off altogether, or leave it on. 

Now the thermostat, the physics of a thermostat is to main
tain the temperature at a certain degree, which it will do. 
And they have came in the house when it was maybe-when 
we were gone for- the day, and the temperature was set at 
60 degrees while we were gone. ·when \Ve got back in, they just 
turned that thermostat up all the way, as far as it would 
go, to 95 degrees and a home will get up to 70 degrees no 
faster if it is set at 95,or if it is set at 70. They used it as a 
switch, not a terniostat. 

Q. Then I take it you deny the intentional aspects -of your 
wife's allegation~ 

A. Yes; I do. I did complain to them that with using the 
thermostat as a switch and they would lay on the floor, which 
is the coldest part of the house, and then if they would 
get up, and where you were sitting, it ·was quite a bit warmer, 
of course. And then they'd get up and turn that thermostat 
up to 90; this would get too hot and they'd turn it down to 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 365 r 

80. They didn't know the :first principle of a 
thermostat in constantly maintaining the con
stant temperature in the house. I have tried 
to explain the system of a heating system to them 
in the house many times to my wife, and she said 

it was cold air coming out of the duct work, when the furnace 
came on-when it first came on. 

"\iV ell, there always is cold air in a-in duct work until the 
hot air pushes the cold air out. She had some man to come 
there and mess with the thermostat, that when it did come 
on the fan came on that the furnace would be so doggone 
hot that it would be cracking and creaking do-vvn there 
already. 

Q. Are you finished? 
A. I don't know now if I am or not. 
Q. All right; you are finished on that then? How did your 
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wife get along after you moved to Roanoke, with your neigh
bors? 

A. She got a.long fairly well; the best she ever got along 
with neighbors was in lfoanoke. She only had a falling-out 
with one that she knew quite well, and that was one of the 
reasons why we moved to Green Valley, was because she was 
with one ·of her best friends and she wanted to live next 
door to her so she could teach her how to drive. 

So I even bought a home next door to them to appease 
her, my wife, whatsoever; but no matter where we lived be-

. fore this, she always had a falling-out with the 
Dep. neighbors and never spoke to them a.gain, except 
6/16/59 the one neighbor next door she got along ·with in 
page 366 r .Schenectady because she was always habitually 

complaining about her no-good husband. 

Mr. Lu tins: All right; your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

Bv Mr. Reed: 
.. Q. You make a lot of friends, do you, Mr. Sollie? 
A. Yes; I do. 
Q. Do you have any trouble getting a.long ·with people? 
A. No; I don't. 
Q. \Vould you sa.y that you are on friendly terms with 

your neighbors out in Green Valley? 
A. Yes, sir; I am. I believe so. 
Q. You socialize with them? 
A. No; not to m1y extent. I talk to them in the yards. 
Q. ·what is that? 
A. I talk to them in the yards when I see them; that is 

not very often. We don't have words between each other, 
if that's what you mean. 

Q. \i\T ell, I mean you don't have any trouble ma.king friends, 
do vou? 

A. N·o ; I don't. 
Q. Didn't have any trouble up in Schenectady? 
A. No. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 367 r 

Q. You have always had a-I don't say you 
always have, but you have a fairly good job with 
the General Electric 7 . 

A. I believe so. 
Q. Make about $6,400.00 a year? 
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A. That's right. 
Q. That would be about $500.00 a month, I imagine 1 
A. Not quite. 
Q. Five twelves is 60, the way I multiply it. Been married, 

I think you said in January-January 5, 1951-but I believe 
you were married February 3rd, weren't you~ Or do you 
know1 

A. No; it was January 5th. 
Q. It was? 
A. No; I'm sorry; I'm sorry. Let me take tbat back. I 

believe you are right; it was February 5th. 
Q. February 3rd? 
A. February 3rd. 
Q. So up until the time that you were married, and not 

counting the short time that you were in school, from that 
time up until April '57, you had led a right miserable life, 
hadn't you? 

A. N·ot altogether; off and on, though. 
Q. But generally speaking, you were pretty much a.bused, 

according to your testimony; is that right or wrong? 
A. When we weren't getting a.long, yes. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 368 r 

Q. Well now, let's go back and see. First, while 
you were in school, your wife lived with her 
mother; is that right~ 

A. For a period of time, she lived in Washing-
ton, D. C. for a.while after we were married. 

Q. And then you moved to Schenectady in September '51? 
A . . That's right. 
Q. And her mother lived with you then~ 
A. That's.right; she came with us. 
Q. And how long did she live with you then, vvould you 

say, when you moved to Roanoke in October '55? 
A. She lived with us in Schenectady continually until she 

went to Alaska and in the meantime, she also lived over on
after an argument with the wife, she left and moved over 
to-when we lived in Scotia-over to Schenectady. 

Q. 'lv ell, you haven't answered my question yet. How 
long did she live with you beginning in September '51, 
approximately? I'm not trying to pin you down. 

A. I realize that; I'd say three and a half years. 
Q. In New York? 
A. Three years, I'd say. She lived with us, yes, three 

years, I'd say. 
Q. And then she came to Roanoke to live with you out in 

Green Valley for how long? Four or five months? 
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A. No; it was longer than that. It must have been close 
to a year, I'd say. 

Q. Then over the period of time that you and 
Dep. your wife, from the time you were married until 
6/16/59 April of '57 which is about six years, your 
page 369 r mother-in-la:w was with you about four years of 

that time; is that correct 1 
A. At least. 
Q. And during that period of time she was employed, 

wasn't she? 
A. No; off and on she was employed. 
Q. l,i\T ell, when she was living dovm here she wa.s working 

in a laundry, wasn't she? 
A. Part of the time. 
Q. ··wen, let's see' then. . Over at least the four' year 

period, how much of the time was she employed, then, ac
cording to your calculations? 

A. I'd say she was employed at lea.st half of the time. 
Q. Half the time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And I believe her husband was in the service? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And he sent her an allotmenU 
A. Yes. 
Q. Sent. her an. allotment the whole time she was living 

with you, didn't he? 
A. Yes; the government sent her an allotment. 
Q. That's right; and your marriage started out on a pretty 

good basis, according to your feeling1 
Dep. A. Yes; I thought it was. Well, not on a good 
6/16/59 basis; we had a lot of strikes against us before 
page 370 r ·we started, I mean. 

Q. You testify it started out all right and then 
it began to dete·riorate while your wife was carrying the 
child, I believe you stated? . 

A. \Vhich is normal for a. ·woman. 
Q. And it got better after the child was born 1 
A. That's right. 
Q. You testified that in 1953 that you struck your wife? 
A. That's right. · · 
Q. And said you were a.shamed that you st.ruck her? 
A. I didn't strike her; I slapped her and I was as11amed 

of it. 
Q. That's tl1e only time you ever hit her? 
A. No. 
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Q. Vi7 ell, that's the only time you testified to. 
A. I said also before she left; I believe if you read the 

record back, you '11 see that. 
Q. No; I believe you'll find that you gave her a love tap 

on the side of her face. That was the time you were ashamed 
of yourself~ 

A. That's right. 
Q. And that involves a hunting knife, I believe~ 

A. Something in that ·order. 
Dep. Q. And then the only other time that you 
6/16/59 mentioned was the time that you slapped her 
page 371 r with your fingertips, or fingertip motion, I be-

lieve vou said it was~ 
A. Yes; it might have been another time. If there was, 

I wish my memory would be refreshed and I will admit it, if 
there was. 

Q. Well let's see, then. Your wife elaimed that you struck 
her at least three different times in the e-arly part of 1954; 
do you remember that? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Remember striking her any in '54? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Ever strike her in '55? 
A. No, sir; I couldn't swear to the dates now, if I did. 

If you relate the occasion that I was supposedly, or sup
posed to have struck her, maybe you can refresh my mem0,ry. 
Years don't mean too much to me. 

Q. \V ell, I will rephrase the question then. You have 
testified that you struck her in 1953; you knew that date·? 

A. Yes; because I knew that we moved into a new home 
and it happened just shortly after that. 

Q. All right; and again about a week before she left, you 
slapped her with your fingertips~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. Now if you struck her any more than that, 

would you have kno-vvn it~ Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 372 r 

A. Yes; I would. I have grabbed her a couple 
of times but I have never struck her. I have held 
her for calling me names and I have held her be

cause I was afraid I would strike her; but I never did strikP 
ber other than that, to my knowledge. 

Q. Isn't it correct that you only struck her on two occa
sions? 

A. As far as my knowledge is concerned, yes. 
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Q. But I say you would know it? 
A. Yes; I would. 
Q. Then you only struck her twice? 
A. That's right. 
Q. Is that your answer? 
A. Yes; it is. 
Q. You struck her twice? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now with regard to the la.st time that you struck her 

·with your fingertip motion-that was the night that she went 
11ext door to Thomases, wasn't it? 

A. That's right. 
Q. Actually what happened that night was she was sitting 

with the child -on her lap? 
A. No; she wasn't sitting there. After the argument 

started, she grabbed the child up for protection. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 373 ~ 

Q. She grabbed the child up for protection? 
\i\T as she first sitting there~ 

A. Pardon? 
Q. ViT as she originally sitting on the couch, or in 

the chair~ 
A. No; she wa.s walking a.round the house in a heated 

argument, and after the argument would go awhile, she'd 
start singing like she was happy about it. 

Q. Excuse me; I didn't get the answer a.bout it before she 
started singing. What was that~ She walked a.round the 
bouse? 

A . .She vrns up and a.bout the house arguing; she wasn't 
sitting there a.nd pretty soon, she'd stop arguing and sing 
awhile, like she was happy over the argument and trying to 
get on my nerves. 

Q. Then what did she do? 
A. She got into a heated argument; it wa.sn 't too heated. 

I'd say that it was a.bout her leaving me and she wanted me 
to buy her a new coat, after she had me down to your office; 
and I couldn't see much in giving her a going-away present. 
And she started calling me dirty names, dirty rotten hunky, 
and nogood s. o. b., and things like that; and I asked her 
to please stop calling me names. And she persisted in ca.Hing 
me names and she gra])bed up the child and started calling 
me all the worse. 

Q. She grabbed the child for protection and-
A. No; it was because I was going to hold the child. I 
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wanted the argument over with and I ·wanted to 
hold the child and love something. I wasn't al
lowed to love her; that's for certain. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 374 r She grabbed the child away from me and use 

it for protection, or what, I don't know-or if she 
didn't ·want me to have the child, I don't know which. 

Q. \Vell then, I was wrong when I thought you testified she 
was sitting there with the baby on her lap. 

A. I said she was sitting there with the baby in her lap. 
I just got done saying again that she was sitting there with 
the baby in her lap when she started trying to kick me in 
the head. 

Q. That's when she started putting the baby in her lap; 
that's what I want to know. Or when did she start putting 
the baby in her lap; that's what I want to know? 

A. When she was in the house. Now I'm not an authority 
on when a person sits down; she was sitting down before any 
kicking or anything went on; and while she was sitting in the 
chair, she tried to kick me in the head when I stooped over. 
And she kicked me in the groin when I stood up and she per
sisted in calling me dirty names. 

Q. Was this after she ran out in the kitchen and started 
singing? Was that after or before~ 

A. I didn't say she was running out in the kitchen; we 
were just proceeding a.round the house like a person, or like 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 375 r 

the average married couple does. 
Q. But before she kicked you, she was singing, 

or rather, sitting down in tbe chair or couch with 
the baby on her lap~ 

A. For the third or fourth time, yes. 
Q. And just how did that come about, that she kicked you 

in the head~ I'm a little bit hazy on that. 
A. \Vell, you know somebody sitting- in a chair and they 

will raise their leg to kick someone in the head; I'm sure you 
know how that is. 

Q. I'm sorry; I have never done it before. \Vhere was your 
head~ 

A. It ·was right do-vvn next to the floor; I was picking up n 
glass. 

Q. As a matter of fact, on that particular night-well, 
suppose y9u tell us this. After she kicked you so bad1~'

A. I didn't say she kicked me so badly. 
Q. \Vhat did you do~ 
A. I repeat, as I said before, Mr. Reed-she was sitting in 

the chair holding the child in her arms. 
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Q. After she kicked you~ That's what I mean. 
A. You asked me a question. Please allow me to finish the 

answer. 

Mr. Reed: (Addressing the reporter) Read the question 
to him please, Marcus. 

(The reporter read the following: ''After she kicked you so 
badly, what did you do~") 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. That is the question. Now continue. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 376 ~ 

A. She was setting in the chair holding the child 
in her arms and there was glass on the :floor that she had 
kicked over, accidentally; and I went to pick it up and when I 
was stooping over, she started to kick me in the head and 
knocked my glasses off. She just raised my head. 

And then, when I stood up and started telling her, in no 
nice way-I agree I was pretty mad-she kicked me in the 
groin aJ1d I grabbed her; and she was, at the same time, 
calling me a dirty, rotten hunky. 

Q. And she was still sitting down~ 
A. Yes; she was. 
Q. \Vell now, what did you do 1 
A. I didn't know what to do; I tried to grab her and hold 

her arms or something, and tried to calm everybody down. 
And she kept on with her persistence in calling me, in real 
rapid succession, dirty rotten hunky; dirty rotten hunky ; 
dirty rotten hunky. And I just gave her a. love tap; a fingertip 
motion on the side of the face or the mouth, I don't know 
which. 

She immediately tried to call the law on me. In my opinion, 
she was trying to get me so worked up that I would beat her 
up and my wife bruises very easily, you know-and I'd be a 

fool to slap her around. 
Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 377 ~ 

A. No. 

Q. You didn't sit on her and beat her legs~ 
A. No. 
Q. Y.ou didn't push her glasses up on her face 

and slap her around the ears~ 

Q. You didn't do that~ 
A. No, sir; I did not. 
Q. Well, after that-after you gave. her that little wrist 
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motion .or your :finger motion slap, she took the baby and 
went next door, didn't she7 

A. No; she didn't. No-not immediately. 
Q. She didn't~ 
A. No; not immediately. She went to our phone; she was 

going to call the law on me and I asked her not to, and she 
persisted and I took the phone out of her hand. 

Q. That's when she went next door~ 
A. No; she sat there awhile and then she ran next door. 
Q. And she came in and she was crying; wasn't she, ac-

cording to the testimony? 
A. I wasn't next door; according to the testimony, yes. 
Q. You came in after that 7 
A. Yes. 

Q. Perfect gentleman, I believe that you stated 
Dep. you were? 
6/16/59 A. I tried to conduct myself as such in other 
page 378 ~ people's presence, and have respect for them. 

Q. But she went over next door to call the 
Sheriff; didn't she? 

A. Yes; supposedly. She went right out of the house where 
she was going and for what purpose, I don't know at that 
time; I didn't know. 

Q. Well, you knew she was trying to ca.11 the Sheriff when 
you took the phone away fr.om her; didn't you~ 

A. Yes; but that doesn't mean she's going over next door 
and call him, too. She didn't state to me that 'I'm going 
over to call the Sheriff'. I went over there to bring her home, 
not to stop her from calling the Sheriff. She did call from 
there, but I wasn't trying to stop her, in other person's 
houses what to do. Nevertheless, she did come back home. 

Q. Didn't have any place to go, did she? 
A. She had a mother downtown; she was going there and 

staying there while I was bowling. She was staying there all 
night and wouldn't be there when I came back home. I'm 
certain she had a place to go to; I'm positive. 

Q. As a matter of fact, Mr. Sollie, this happened in March
what we are talking about now-didn't iU 

A. I believe so. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 379 ~ 

Q. And your mother-in-law didn't leave until 
April, did she~ 

A. Her mother wasn't living there then. 
Q. She wasn't? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you sure of that~ 
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A. I'm pretty sure of it; I'm not positive. Yes, I am; 
Q. You testified as to how you have tried to discipline 

the child and the lack of discipline that Mrs. Sollie has given 
the child. You were present when Mrs. Sydnor testified as to 
how you punished the child, weren't you~ 

A. I what? 
Q. How you punished the child~ 
A. Yes; I was. 
Q. And how you seemed to delight m punishing the 

child 1 
A. I did not sa.y that. 

Mr. Lu tins: Excuse me; let me interrupt you. You 
mean when you took her deposition-Mrs. Sydnor. 

By Mr. Reed: (continues examination) 
Q. Yes. And your wife didn't cook properly for you, is 

that right? · 
A. That's right. 
Q. And if she'd want to go out to supper, and you wouldn't 

take her, then she'd just cook for herself 1 
Dep. A. That's right; and her daughter. 
6/16/59 Q. How many times did you ever take her 'out 
page 3'80 ~ to supper? 

A. ·well, there for a while, we were going at 
lea.st once a week. 

Q. \iVhere were you going? 
A. Well, we'd go to the neighbors-or with the neighbors 

to the Blue Jay Restaurant, or we'd go to the County 
Kitchen, or Shoney's Big Boy. \iVe'd slum sometimes, and 
sometimes when we'd do it pretty good. 

Q. But it averaged once a week, didn't iU 
A. At lea.st; not all the time. \iV e was down here imd it 

averaged pretty good; that is when we were down here. Up 
in New York, we didn't go out too often to eat. 

Q. Then let's see; she ·wouldn't cook for you and -on four 
or five occasions, she kicked and kneed you in the groin. Let's 
see, she also turned the child away from you and I believe 
you said, on at lea.st a thousand occasions, she has accused 
you of going out with some women-or some woman; that's 
right, isn't it? 

A. That's right; and that's not stretching the point. 
Q. And locked you ·out of the house one night? 
A. A couple of nights. 
Q. You didn't have the key~ 
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A. You can't open a screen door with a key, or a door 
with a key when you've g;ot it locked from the inside. I 

don't believe I had a key that night either, though. 
Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 381 ~ 

Q. She didn't keep the house the way you 
thought she should? 

A. Oh, at times she kept it very orderly, when 
somebody got on her. 

Q. When somebody got behind her and made her keep 
it? 

A. That's right; her mother, mainly. 
Q. Well, if she was abusing you all this badly, I can't 

understand why you would stay there and take it? 
A. People have been stepping on me a.ll my life, it seems; 

I'm noted for that-ta.king things from some people that I 
shouldn't. I have been advised by people to leave a long 
time ago, or either throw her out; but I love my wife and you 
can be a.bused, and know that you are being abused, but you 
can still love someone. 

Q. Well, it goes back to what I first asked you; you have 
been abused pretty nearly from the start, haven't you? 

A. No; not from the st.art. 
Q. You have been abused right much, I'd say, from just 

listening to your testimony? 
A. Yes; I would say so, but not from the start. 
Q. Now, would you say that you ran your household, 

Mr. Sollie? 
A. No. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 382 ~ 

A .. No. 

Q. Well, who did? 
A. The wife; that was her duty. 
Q. Didn't you have anything to say at all? 
A. I tried to but it did no g·ood, so I gave up. 
Q. It didn't do any good? 

Q. It appears that her mother has been living with you all 
for about four years of the time you have been married. 
You have said some awful unkind things about her; why 
didn't you put her out? 

A. That's a nice thing to do is put your wife's mother out. 
I'm not built that way; I'm not cut out that way. 

Q. I just wanted to know how you could possibly take all 
the abuse? 

A. I got along quite well with my mother-in-law. It's mv 
wife that didn't get along ·with her. You misunderstand 
me. 

Q. Yon got along well with her, but your wife didn 'U 
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A. That's right; I got along with her better than my wife 
did. 

Q. Then you couldn't say you bad any trouble out of her 
then, could you~ 

A. Well, certainly I had trouble out of her. She'd be 
telling the wife that I said this, a11d don't tell him-and I 
said it because he wouldn't tell me anymore. And I wasn't 
speaking to her about these matters. 

Dep .. 
6/16/59 
page 383 r 

Q. But she lived with you about four years 
without you making· any effort to get rid of her; 
is that rightT 

A. Well, I didn't want her coming back but the 
wife did, and I'm not going to tell her wife

ra ther, her mother-that she can't come and live with me. 
Now, where was she supposed to go~ She didn't want her 
in Pittsburg. 

Q. You didn't want her to leave because she provided 
quite a biH 

A. She provided nothing; she provided some, but let's 
put it this way. At times, she would pay $25.00 a week to 
the wife, and at times she wouldn't pay nothing. Then she'd 
borrow $40.00, and she'd buy the child some stuff; a.nd the 
child would worship the grandmother because she bought her 
some goodies, or some clothes, or something. But she'd 
never pay it back. 

Q. Well, who bought all the child's clothes and her toys; 
did you or did her grandmother? 

A. No ; I didn't buy them all. 
Q. Most of them were bought by Mrs. Copenhaver, weren't 

thev' 
A .. No; they was bought by Mrs. Copenhaver, but with my 

money, you might ~:;ay. 
Q. \i\T ell, and then you bought it-you bought every thing, 

then? 
A. No; I didn't buy everything. It would be foolish to 

say so. She bought quite a bit; I bought quite a bit; my 
parents bought quite a bit-and we all bought 

Dep. quite a bif. The child had more toys tJrn.n any-
6/16/59 body in the neighborhood, or anybody we ever 
page 384 r· knew. . . 

Q. And Mrs. Copenhaver bought quite a hit of 
tl1em? 

A. So did I; a'.J1d so did Mrs. Copenhaver. 
Q. Now with reference to ~7our income; you are still living 

in the house which is jointly owned by you and your wife~ 
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A. That's right.· 
Q. And you have no one to support but yourself and your 

wife and your daughter ; is that right? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And out .of the $6,400.00 a year, or $6,500.00 a year that 

you make at G. E., you have been paying $1,600.00 for the 
support of your child and your wife; is that right? $140.00 
a month? 

A. Yep. 
Q. Which means that leaves $4,800.00 for you to live on, 

yourself? 
A. No; it doesn't. 
Q. \TV ell, excuse me. 
A. I have to pay taxes; I have to maintain a home. 
Q. \TV ell, you 're maintaining it for yourself, aren't you? 
A. I am certain that when dividing time comes that 

she will take half that I have been paying all along. Taxes 
take a good size chunk out of there, too, and insurance, and 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 385} 

pension plans, and stuff such as that. 
Q. v\T ell, it doesn't take you very much to live, 

does it? 
A. Yes; it takes me quite a bit to live. I'm 

one of the largest eaters you ever did see.. 
Q. Is that where most of your income goes-that you keep 

for your food? 
A: No; I average out, I'd say, oh! about a $1.25 a meal. 
Q. If your wife didn't cook very much for you and fix 

your breakfast and lunch, you must have suffered right 
badly during those times, didn't you? 

A. No; I took care of myself. 
Q. You never went without anything, did you? 
A. No; but that's not the ma.in point. It vmsn't my duty 

to fix my own meals. That's where I got married, to have a 
family and enjoy each other's company. I went to work 
every day and her duties were to take care of the house, 
and fix meals; that was her contribution. 

Q. You never went without anything, did y·ou, Mr. Sollie? 
A. No; I don't think any man ever does if he has to be-or 

if he has to grub for himself. 
Q. Now Mr. Sollie, you say you are in a position to pro-

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 386 ~ 

vide for the child? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where does your mother live? 
A. In Canton, Ohio. 
Q. How long has she bee1i living there? 
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A. All her life. 
Q. And you expect her to leave there and come down here 

and look after tbe child 1 
A. No; if necessary, I will go there. 
Q. Y·ou mean-do you expect her to come down here? 
A. No; I wouldn't expect her to come down here. 
Q. Yfi/ ell, she wouldn't come down here, would she~ 
A. Then I would go up there, if need be; that is, to have 

somebody to take care ·of the child-and I'd go there to live 
with the child. I imagine I could :find a job there; I wouldn't 
expect my mother to leave my father, for the child. 

Q. It wouldn't be fair to say that she could come here and 
live~ · 

A. No; it wouldn't be fair to state that. I will state that 
I would go to Ohio. 

Q. \~7ho lives there, besides your mother and father 1 
A. No one. 
Q. Now let's see; Mr. Sollie, since April 1957 which has 

been nearly two years, how many times have you taken 
Betty Ann ouU ' 

A. Six or eight times-five or six times. 
Q. Did you spend the last hvo Christmases with Dep. 

6/16/59 
page 387 ( 

her~ 
A. No. 
Q. Where were you then? 

A. I was in mv home in Ohio. 
Q. Did you tal~e her any place during the Christmas holi

days in 1958, and 1957 ~ 
A. No; I wasn't allowed to by the wife. 
Q. I see; well, did you tell your attorney that you were 

being abused in that. regard~ 
A. No; I have been abused all my life and accepted it. 
Q. I see. 
A. It wasn't until the wife could use my services that I 

was allowed to ta.ke lier anywhere. 
Q. What grade is Betty in~ 
A. In the second grade. 
Q. Did she pass~ 
·A. Yes.- , 
Q. How do you know~ 
A. The child doesn't fail-a child doesn't fail that has all 

B's. 
Q. V1T ell, did you ask your wife whether she had passed 

or not~ 
A. No; my Wife told me. 
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Q. You seem to have indicated from your testimony that 
religion seemed to be an issue between you and 

Dep. your wife; is that correcH 
6/16/59 A. Yes, sir; it was a big issue. 
page 388 ~ Q. vVhen did you ever go to church, Mr. SollieV 

A. As many times-not as many times, but 
just about ~s many times as the .wife did. 

Q. Well, how often would that be?
A. Well-
Q. -since you have been to Roanoke, how many times have 

you been to church? 
A. Oh, I guess she had been to church five or six times, 

and I guess I have been three or four times. I mean that 
·was before the breakup of the home. Since that time, I have 
been going every Sunday that I have an opportunity to. 

Q. In other words, from October '55 to April '57, you 
went to church three or four times 1 

A. Yes; and the wife went four or five. 
Q. And she went four or five times 1 
A. Yes; that's right. 
Q. vVell, it couldn't have been too big of an issue there, 

could it1 
A. Yes; it is a big issue. That's why we didn't go. 
Q. I see. 
A. I mean, when I ·went to church and I'd come home, and 

nobody would speak to me be·cause of it. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 389 ~ 

Q. "'Vhat church did you go to? 
A. I go, at the present time, to the Colonial 

Presbyterian. 
Q. "'Vhat church were you going to while you 

were living together? 
A. I would go to the South Roanoke Presbyterian. 
Q. South Roanoke Presbyterian 1 
A. I don't know if they call it South RoaJ1oke or not; it's 

over there by the South R-oanoke Methodist church. I have 
.2:one there and I have gone down to the Greene Memorial 
Methodist church, downtown in Roanoke. 

Q. Well, where were you going to church at the time Mrs. 
Sollie went to talk to the preacher about the problems that 
you all have went to talk to your preacher 1 

A. I was going to a presbyterian church. 
Q. Where was that V 
A. He was not my preacher. 
Q. y,r as that the church you were go mg to 1 
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A. No; it was not. 
Q. Well, what preacher did she talk to then? 
A . .She talked to a reform preacher, an evangelical and 

reform church minister. 
Q. And you had never been to his church? 
A. No; I have never. 
Q. Was that the one you told her y.ou pref erred? 

A. No; it was not. 
Dep. Q. She just selected that one? 
6/16/59 A. No; she did not select it. That's the· church 
page 390 r that I attended, the neighborhood church that I 

attended, back home. 
Q. Well, that would be the church that you were brought 

up in, then? 
A. No; it would not be. I was brought up to go to the 

church closest to my. home, of the presbyterian faith. We 
didn't go all the way across town to go to church; anything 
you could worship God in, in the Protestant manner, was the 
church we went to and that happened to be the one closest 
to home. 

Q. What was the purpose of Mrs. Sollie going to see this 
preacher that I was talking about, after you all broke up; 
do you know? 

A. Her. purpose was to attempt to show that.she tried for a 
reconciliation. 

Q. Uh-bum. 
A. She said she would go to church with me; she came and 

told me, but she refused in seven years to go once with me. 
We had an agreement; when it started, I'd go one week with 
her a.nd the next week, she would go with me. We went for 
two or three weeks in hers, and then the tmn came to go 
to my church up there, she said that she couldn't go with me 
because she would be condemned to hell if she did. 

Q. This wa.s the reformed church in R.oa.noke? 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 391 r 

A. I believe it was just a little church, the 
closest to our home in Schenectady. 

Q. But she did go to this preacher? 
A. After seven years of pleading, she went to 

this preacher~ 
Q. In an attempt to reconcile? 
A. No. 
Q. Well, that's what you testified to? 
A. In an attempt to show that she was trying a reconcilia-

ti on. 
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Q. I see; but that was just a sham~ 
A. I believe so ; the minister came out to my house to talk 

with me. I had a very nice discussion with him. She has 
testified that the preacher said I wasn't worth it, or something. 
Well, I couldn't swear to what she testified but I never 
talked to the preacher since that time. I am going back to see 
him just if he has said that there must be something ·wrong 
with me, I imagine, and I would like to talk with him. She 
went and talked with the preacher. 

Q. I am through with the preacher now, Mr. Sollie. 
A. Oh, you are; I didn't realize you ·were. 

Mr. Reed: I think that's a.11. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Mr. Sollie, I just want to ask you two questions on re

direct. You mentioned your annual income at General 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 392 r 

Electric Plant in Roanoke County was $6,400.00. 
Is that figure a gross fig11re, or a net figure~ 

A. That is gross. 
Q. Well, what is your net income~ 
A. \V" ell, that is around $4,500.00. 

Q. $4,500.00~ 
A. That's right. 
Q. To your knowledge, is your wife presently working~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long has she been working~ 
A. I don't know; she tried to keep it hidden for quite some 

time. I know she's been ''rnrking for at least a month, 
steady. 

Q. \V"here is she working~ 
A. The Ponce de Leon Hotel. 
Q. The Ponce de Leon Hotel~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. What is she doing there~ 
A. She's a PBX operator. 
Q. Do you know as a matter of fa.ct she's been employed 

longer than a month 1 
A. \V" ell, she's been employed off and on because I have 

gone down and baby-sat at night, when she says she can't 
get anyone. Now, she may have gone working and she told 
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Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 393 ~ 

Robert J. Sollie. 

me. she was. 
Q. I mean from the time she left you to the 

current date, off and on she's been employed~ 
A. At the Ponce de Leon, she's been employed 

steady and she had been employed by a dry-clean
ing plant, and also at Arthur Murray's. 

Q. Do you know what her income is? 
A. At this time? 
Q. Yes. 
A. It must be a dollar an hour because they dictate to 

out-of-state people-cater to out-of-state people. 
Q. Do you know that as a matter of fact? 
A. No; I don't. I don't know it but I know it's got to be 

at least a dollar an hour. 
Q. Do you authorize the Notary to sign your name to these 

depositions? 
A. Yes. 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By.Mr. Reed: 
Q. You gross $6,400.00 a year, you say, and your net is 

forty-five what? 
A. I bring $92.00 home a week. $4,684.00. 
Q. Let's see your figures a minute. 

Mr. Lu tins: \\7 ell, it's not what his figure says, it's what 
he testifies to, and ·what he knows. 
· The ''Titness: This is 52 weeks times 92. I could have 
made a· mistake. 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 394 r 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. I was thinking you ma.de a hundred dollar 

mistake on your figures, here. 
A. Okay. 
Q. Let's see now; if you take home $92.00 a week, and work 

52 ·weeks a year? 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. Then according to you, your net income should be $4,-

784.00 ~ 
A. Something like that. 
Q. \\7 e subtracted from the $6,400.00 that amount, and 
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that leaves sixteen hundred and sixteen dollars; where does 
that go~ 

A. A majority of it goes in taxes, and also in the pension 
plan. 

Q. Who is that for 1 Your pension plan; that is for your 
benefit, isn't it~ 

A. Well, certainly; I imagine that's what you are paying 
for. 

Q. How much of that, would you say, goes in the pension 
pla:n7 

A. Oh, maybe I can check it-just a minute-see if I have 
a stub here in my pocket. I'd say eight or ten dollars a 

week, or fifteen. 
Dep. Q. Eight or ten dollars or-
6/16/59 A. I'd say ten dollars a week, and also in-
page 395 ~ surance. 

Q. And forty dollars a month goes in your 
pension and insurance 1 

A. Yes. 
Q. So you don't have that expense of any insurance

that 's taken out of your pay, isn't iU 
A. That's right; I have insurance on the automobile and 

such stuff as that, though, and the home. 
Q. You have a car? 
A. That's right. 
·Q. So if you paid your wife 50% of your take-home pay, 

you'd be paying her then about $184.00 a month, according 
to your figures ~ 

A. I don't know; you have to give me more time. I'd have 
to sit down and do some figuring on it. 

Q. Well, twice 92 is 184. 
A. That's right. 
Q. If you'd pay her half of your income, you'd be paying 

her $184.00 a month 1 
A. Uh-hum. 
Q. That would be two people living on that, and one per

son living on the other? 
A. That's right. 

Mr. Reed: That's all. 
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Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 396 r 

Robert J. B.ollie. 

RE-RE-DIRECT E·XAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. What is your equity in y·our $13,400.00 

home~ 
A. The equity must be around anywhere between fifteen 

hundred and two thousand dollars, I guess. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Let me add. this: Mr. Sollie, I believe that tJ1e court 

has ordered you to pay Mrs. Sollie's attorney's fees; so far, a 
hundred dollars was ordered to be paid by order entered on 
Ma.y 8, 1957; and on order entered on July 25, 1957, you were 
ordered to. pay an additional fifty dollar temporary attor
ney's fee to me, ma.king a total of $150.00; is that correct~ 

A. I wouldn't say it was correct or not; I'd have to look 
at my receipts and everything. 

Q. You haven't pa.id me more than the court told you 
fo, have you' · 

A. No; I have not. 

Mr. Reed: That's all. 

And further, this deponent saith not. 

MR. R.OBERT J. SOLLIE 
By MARCUS A. BIELER 

Court Reporter. · 

(The taking of the above depositions were concluded at 
3 :15 o'clock P. M.) 

Dep. 
6/16/59 
page 397 ~ State of Virginia., 

City of Roanoke, to~wit: 

I, Marcus A: .Bieler, a notary -public for t11e Sta.te of Vir
ginia. at Large, having- qualified in the Hustings Court of 
the Citr of Roanoke, Virginia., certify that the foregoing 
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depositions of Mrs. Gladys Cox Mills, and others, were duly 
taken and sworn to at the times and place, and for the pur
pose in the caption mentioned; that the said depositions of the 
·witnesses were taken before me, and by me, in machine short
hand and correctly transcribed as above shown, and that the 
witnesses authorized the notary public to sign their names 
to their depositions. 

Given. under my hand this 8th day of September, 1959. 

Seal 
MARCUS A. BIELER 

N ota.ry Public for the Sate of 
Virginia at Large. 

My Commission expires on the 6th day of July, 1962. 

Filed in the Clerk's Office Circuit Comt of Roanoke County 
Va., Sep. 15, 1959. 

Teste: 

ROY K. BROvVN, Clerk. 

page 398 ~ 

• • • • • 

ORDER 

THIS DAY came the parties by their counsel upon the re
quest of the complaii1ant for the Court to apportion between 
her and her infant child, Elizabeth Ann Sollie, the sum of 
$140.00 per month heretofore awarded the complainant as 
temporary support for herself and inf ant child by order of 
this Court entered on the 26th day of November, 1957; and 
was argued by counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION \i\7HEREOF, and the Court 
being advised in the premises, it is hereby ORDERED, effec
tive upon the entry of this decree, that the $140.00 monthly 
payments by the defendant, Robert J. Sollie, to the com
plainant for temporary support for herself and infant child 
shall be apportioned as support between the complainant and 
her infant child until further order of this Court as follows: 
$70.00 per month as temporary support for the complainant, 
Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, and $70.00 per month for the 
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support of Elizabeth Ann Sollie, inf ant child of the parties. 
And this cause is continued. 

Entered February 12, 1960. 

I request this Order: 
G. \V. REED, .JR., 

Counsel for Complainant. 

I have seen this Order: ' 
HARVEYS. LUTINS, 

Counsel for Defendant. 

page 399 r 
• • • 

F.- L. HOBACK, Judge. 

• • 

DECREE. 

This cause came on to be heard upon the Complainant's 
Bill and exhibits :filed therewith,· and upon the Answer and 
Cross Bill of the Defendant; upon the depositions of wit
nesses taken on behalf of the Complainant and the Def end
ant in support of the Bill of Complaint, Answer and Cross 
Bill; and was argued by Counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION \i\THEREOF, and the Court 
having heard the arguments of Counsel and considered the 
authorities cited in support thereof, and being then request
ed bv Counsel for the Defendant to withhold :final determina
tion "of the case ·with respect to the granting or refusing of 
a Decree of Divorce until the April, 1960, Term of this Court, 
it is accordingly so ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DE
CREED. 
· It is still furt,her ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DE
CREED that the temporary custody and control of Elizabeth 
Ann Some, infant child of the parties hereto, shall be and 
remain with the Complainant, Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, 
with the right being afforded to the Defendant, Robert J. 
Sollie, to visit said child at reasonable times and places. 

It is still further AD.JUDGED, ORDERED and DE
CREED that the Defendant, Robert J. Sollie, do pay unto 
the Complainant, until the further decree of this Court, the 
sum of $130.00 per month for her temporary alimony, sup
port and maintenance, and the sum of $50.00 per month for 
the support and maintenance of Elizabeth Ann Sollie, the 
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infant child of the parties hereto, and which said provisjons 
herein set forth shall be in lieu of the prior De

page 400 ~ crees entered herein in regard to said temporary 
alimony, support and maintenance· provisions, 

and which said total sum of $180.00 per month shall be pay
·able at the rate of $90.00 on the First and Fifteenth day of 
each month beginning on March 1, 1960. 

And Counsel for the Complainant having petitioned the 
Court for the allowance of an additional attorneys fee for 
representing the Complainant in this cause, and the Court 
being of the opinion that an additional attorney's fee should 
be allowed, it is still further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and 
DECREED that G. ·w. Reed, Jr., Counsel for the Complain
ant, be, and he is hereby, awarded $150.00 as additional at
torney's fee for representing the Complainant herein. 

And this cause is continued. 

Enter: February 26, 1960. 

I request the :entry of this Order: 
G. Vl. REED, JR., 

Counsel for Complainant. 

I have seen this Order: 
HARVEY S. LUTINS, 

Counsel for Defendant. 

page 401 ~ 

• • • 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 

• • 

DECREK 

THIS . CA USE again came o-n · to be heard upon the com
plainant's bill and exhibits :filed therewith; upon the answer 
and cross bill of the defendant; upon the depositions of wit
nesses taken on behalf of the complainant and the defend
ant in support of the bill. of complaint, answer and cross bill; 
and upon evidence taken ore tenus before the Court; and 
was argued by counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION \¥HEREOF, and the Court 
having heard the arguments of ;counsel and considered the 
authorities citedin support thereof, and being of the opinion 
the evidence does not sustain the relief prayed for in the 
cross bill of the defendant, and that said cross bill should be 
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dismissed, it is hereby ORDERED that the defendant's cross 
bill be, and the same is hereby, dismissed. 

And it further appearing to the Court independently of the 
admissions of either party in the pleadings or otherwise, that 
the parties were lawfully married at Tacoma Park in the 
State of Maryland 011 February 3, 1951; that the complainant 
has been an actual bona fide resident of, and domiciled in, the 
State of Virginia, for more than one year next preceding the 
commencement of this suit; that the defendant is a resident -of 
the County of Roanoke, Virginia; that the parties last lived 
and cohabited together as husband and wife in the County of 

Roanoke, Virginia; that one child has been born of 
page 402 ~ the marriage; namely, Elizabeth Ann Sollie, who 

was born on September 20, 1951; that the defend
~nt has been guilty of cruelty toward the complainant; that 
said cruelty is tantamount to wilful desertion of the complain
ant by the defendant, and that said desertion occurr~d on the 
16th day of April 1957; that the complainant is entitled to the 
relief prayed for in her said bill; that the parties are mem
bers of the white race and above the age of 21 years. 

Therefore, the Court doth ADJUDGE, ORDER and DE
CREE that Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie be, and she is hereby, 
awarded a divorce a niensa et thor:o from the defendant, Rob
ert J. Sollie, on the grounds of cruelty and wilful desertion, 
and the Court doth fix the date of said desertion as of April 16, 
1957. . 

It is further ADJUDGED, OR.DEREP .and DECREED 
that the care, control and custody of Elizabeth Ann Sollie be, 
and the same is hereby, awarded to the complainant, with the 
right of the defendant to visit with said child at reasonable 
times and places. . 

It is further ORDERED that the defendant continue to 
pay unto the complainant the sum of $130.00 per month as 
alimony and support and maintenance for herself, and the 
sum of $50.00 per month for the support and maintenance of 
Eliza beth Ann Sollie, which payments are to continue until 
further order of this Court. 

It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED 
that all property rights now existing, or accruing in the future 
between the parties by virtue of their marriage be, and hereby 
are, extinguished and annulled. 

And the Clerk is directed to forthwith certify 
page 403 ~ copies of this decree and deliver the same to either 

party or their counsel upon application therefor. 
And this case is continued. 

Enter May 5, 1960. 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 
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I request this decree : 
G. W. REED, Jr., 

Counsel for Complainant. 

I object to the entry of this decree: 
HARVEY S. L UTINS, 

Counsel for Defendant. 

page 404 r 

• • • 

PETITION. 

• • 

TO THE HONORABLE FR,ED L. HOBACK, JUDGE OF 
SAID COURT: 

Your petitioner, Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, would respect
fully represent ui1to Your Honor that on the 5th day of May, 
1960; this Court granted her a divorce a mensa et thoro from 
Robert J. Sollie, on the grounds of cruelty and constructive 
desertion, and by which decree the Court did fix the date of 
said desertion as of the 16th day of April, 1957. 

Your petitioner would further represent unto Your Honor 
that more than one year has elapsed from the time of such 
desertion; that no reconciliation has taken place, or is prob
able, and that the. said separation bas continued without inter
ruption since the granting of such divorce. 

Your petitioner would further show that under the laws of 
the State of Virginia, she is entitled to a merger of the decree 
a 11iensa et thoro into a decre.e a vinculo matrimonii. 

Therefore, your petitioner prays that she may be allowed 
to file this, her petition; that the decree a mensa et thoro here
tofore entered in this cause on the 5th day of May, 1960, be 
merged into a decree. a vinculo matrimonii; and that she may 
have all such other, further and general relief in the premises 
as the nature of her case may require, or to equity shall seem 
meet. 

And your petitioner will ever pray. 

. Filed 5/5/60. 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE 
By G. vV. REED, Jr., 

Counsel 

F.L.H. 
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page 405 r 
• • • • • 

DECREE. 

THIS CA USE came on to be heard upon the papers for
merly read herein; upon the petition of the complainant to 
merge the decree a mensa et thMo heretofore entered in this 
cause on the 5th day of May, 1960, into a decree a vinculo 1nat
ri11ionii; upon the e:vidence taken ore tenu,s in support of said 
petition; and was argued by counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION \VHJDREOF, leave is hereby 
granted the complainant to file her said petition and the same 
is hereby ORDERED filed. 

And it appearing to the Court that more than one year has 
elapsed since the desertion of Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie by 
Robert .J. Sollie; that no re.conciliation has taken place, or is 
probable, and that the separation has continued without in
terruption since the granting of such divorce, the Court doth 
ADJUDGE, ORDER and DECREE that the decree a 1nensa 
et thoro heretofore entered in this cause on the 5th day of May, 
1960, be, and the same is hereby, merged into a decre.e a vin
culo niatrinionii) and that the marriage heretofore solemnized 
between the parties be, and the same is hereby, dissolved, and 
that the parties members of the white race are hereby di
vorced from each other, but neither party shall remarry, ex
cept to each other, within four months from the date of this 
decree. The permission of the said decree a 1nensa et thoro 
relating to custody of the infant child, alimony and support 
money shall remain in full, force and effect until the further 

decree of this Court. 
page 406 r And nothing further remaining to be done in 

this cause, the Clerk is directed to strike the same 
from the docket of this Court, and the Clerk is directed to 
forthwith certify and de.liver copies of this decree to the par
ties hereto, or their counsel, upon request. 

I request this decree: 
G-. -w. REED, Jr., 

Counsel for Complainant. 

I object to the entry of this decree: 
HARVEYS. LUTINS, 

Counsel for Defendant. 

Enter May 5, 1960. 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 
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page 407 ~ 

• • • • • 

NOTICE OF APPEAL AND ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the undersigned, Robert J. 
Sollie, appe.als to the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia, 
from a certain final decree entered on the 5th day of May, 
1960, and assigns the following grounds of error : 

ONE. 

The Court erred in awarding a decree of divorce to Patricia 
Ann Hughes Sollie on the grounds of cruelty tantamount to 
wilful desertion in that the evidence wholly failed to establish 
said cruelty and accordingly, the decree. is contrary to the law 
and the evidence. 

The Court erred in awarding Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie 
alimony. 

THREE. 

The Court erred in denying to Robert J. Sollie the relief re-
quested in his Cross-Bill. · 

FOUR. 

The Court erred in failing and refusing to admit into evi
dence certain tape recordings offered by Robert J. Sollie to 
corroborate his testimony. 

FIVE. 

page 408} .The Court erred in failing and refusing to ad
mit into evidence the testimony of the infant child, 

Elizabeth Ann Sollie, offered by Robert J. Sollie to corrobor
ate his testimony. 

ROBERT J. SOLLIE 
HARVEY S. LUTINS, 

Of Counsel. 
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T. vV. MESSICK, 
HARVEY S. LUTINS, 

324 ·washington Avenue, S.vV., 
Hoa.noke, Virginia. · 
I, Harvey S. Lutins, of counsel for Robert J. Sollie, hereby 

certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing notice of 
appeal and assignments of error was delivered to G. W. Reed, 
.Jr., counsel for Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, at his office in the 
Shenandoah Building, R.oanoke, Virginia, on this the 17th day 
of June, 1960. 

HARVEYS. LUTINS 

Filed in the Clerk's Office, Circuit Court of Roanoke County, 
Va., .June 17th, 1960. 

Teste: 

ROY K. BROWN, Clerk 

page 408-A 

• • • • • 

NOTICE T·O TENDER TRANSCRIPT. 

NOTICE is hereby given that on the 23rd day of June, 
1960, at 11 :00 o'clock a. m., or as soon thereafter as he may be 
heard, the undersigned, by counsel, will present to the Hon
orable Fred L. Hoback, Judge of the Circuit Court of Roanoke 
County, Virginia., the testimony and other incidents of trial 
heard ore tenus, in the suit styled Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie 
v. Robert J. Sollie, to be by said Judge signed and made a 
pa.rt of the record in said suit, for the purpose of applying to 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia for an appeal from 
a certain final decree of said Circuit Court of Roanoke County, 
Virginia. 

, ROBERT J. SOLLIE, 

T. Vv. MESSICK, 
HARVEY S. L UTINS, 

324 Washington Avenue, s.·w., 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

HAR.VEYS. LUTINS, 
Of Counsel. 
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Legal service of the f o:regoing notice accepted this 21st day 
of June, 1960. 

Filed 6-23-60. 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 410 ~ 

• • 

G. \i\T. REED, JR. 
Counsel for Patricia Ann H. Sollie 

F.L.H. 

• • • 

DEPOSITIONS IN BEHALF OF THE COMPLAINANT. 

The following depositions were heard ore teniis before the 
Hon. F. L. Hoback, Judge of the Circuit Court for the County 
of Roanoke, Virginia, on the 19th day of ApTil, 1960. 

These depositions were taken pursuant to agreement of 
counsel. 

APPEARANCES: 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19;!60 

MR. G. \i\T. REED, JR., 
Attorney for complainant; 

MR. HARVEY S. LUTINS, 
Attorney for respondent 

page 411 ~ The Court: \Vho plans to take the deposi-
tion~ 

Mr. Reed: I do. 
The Court: Then you can note all the appearances, and 

that these depositions are for the complainant; is that righH 
And that you plan to take these ore ten1hs before the Court~ 

Mr. Reed: Yes. Judge, I know you told Mr. Lutins and I 
that the idea of this hearing was not for the purpose of re
hashing the evidence which has been taken and transcribed. 
The only other aspect that I would like to ask the Court to 
consider is the income taxes which Mrs. Sollie is faced with, 
and which we understood Mr. Sollie was going to contribute 
half of her 1958 income taxes-which was $184.83; and the 
longer it goes on the more interest is being added to it. The 
Internal Revenue in Roanoke-we have been working with a 
Mrs. Grace Shelton, and she accepted a plan of payment of 
half of it on April 1st-of this month; and the rest on monthly 
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Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie. 

payments of $25 a month. And I have taken this up with Mr. 
Lutins several times, and nothing happened. Also the attor
ney's fee-the .Court awarded me $150; I have taken that 

up with him and nothing has been forthcoming. 
Dep. ( O.T.) I'd like to ask Mrs. Sollie a few questions. 
4/19/60 
page 412 ~ 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES BOLLIE, 
a 'vitness of lawful age, after being duly sworn, 

deposes and says as follows: · 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

Bv Mr. Reed: 
"Q. Mrs. Sollie, are you asking the Court to av,rard you an 

absolute divorce on the grounds of cruelty' ,-
A. Yes. . 
Q. Has there been any reconciliation between you :;tnd Mr. 

Sollie since these depositions were last taken by Mr. Sollie on 
June 16, 1959' 

A. No. I have asked for one, but he said no. 
Q. Is there any probability that you and your husband will 

reconcile~ 
A. No. He said" absolutely not." 
Q. You have alleged in your bill of complaint-and the dep

ositions, I think, have been contributed from both sides-that 
you have been living separately from Mr. Sollie since April 16, 
1957-three years ago-~ 

A. Yes. 
Q. lfas the separation continued without interruption' 
A. You mean, have I gone back to live with him' 

A. Yes. 
Dep. (0.T.) A. No. 
4/19/60 Q. \iVith regard to your husband's :financial 
page 413 ~ situation, how long has your husband worked for 

General Electric' 
A. I think it will be nine years this June. 
Q. Originally he worked in Schenectady, New York' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Vlhen he vrns working in Schenectady, do you know 

whether or not he was having anything taken from his pay by 
way of savi1igs ~ · 

Mr. Lutins: I object. I don't see where this is relevant. To 
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my understanding, the Court has ruled as to any alimony or 
separate maintenance. / 

Mr. Reed: I think the Court has advised counsel that the 
monthly amount will be $180. The purpose of this inquiry is 
to demonstrate, we think, that over a period of nine years Mr. 
Sollie has been taking money-General Electric has been 
taking money from his weekly pay. \Ve don't know the extent 
of it. But Mrs. Sollie is prepared to testify, from what she 
knows, that he was not only buying stock in G. E., but also 
that he had a savings book. If that is true, I cannot understand 
why he should be so financially pressed at this particular point 
that he cannot take care of his wife's attorney fees, and also 

the tax matter. ·whatever the Court wants to 
Dep. (0.T.) hear-I don't want to prolong this. 
4/19 /60 The Court: I don't see any use to go into 
page 414 r that because it was the understanding of the 

Court, after a conference with counsel, he was to 
pay 50% of the income tax-and in fact the Court announced 
at that time that unless arrangement was made, he would sim
ply increase the allowance to Mrs. Sollie enough to take care 
of all of it. So with that understanding-that's correct, isn't 
it, Mr. Lu tins? 

Mr. Lutins: Yes, sir. 
The Court: There's no objection to going into it, as far as 

the Court's concerned. The only thing I'm interested in now 
is why he hasn't paid her. ......,_ 

Mr. Reed: I'll have to ask him that. 
The Court: vV e can ask him that. 
Mr. Reed: That's all I want to ask Mrs. Sollie, unless the 

Court wants to ask her questions. 
The Court: (To Mr. Lu tins) Do you have any questions? 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, when was that attempted reconciliation by 

you made to Mr. Sollie? 
A. The time I talked to him I asked him if he wouldn't 

think it over, and the thre.e of us go back together, be-
cause she needs a father, as well as she needs a 

Dep. (0.T.) mother. 
4/19/60 Q. It is my understanding that you want to 
page 415 r reconcile with your husband? 

A. Pardon? 
Q. Am I to understand that you want to reconcile with your 

husband? 
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A. I wouldn't go back to what I had. If he would go to a 
marriage counsellor and get help-both of us-I'd be willing 
to try again. 

Q. What are the terms of your reconciliation, other than 
your husba1ia going to a marriage counsellor? 

A. My husband says No-so bow can you go on talking 
about anything when he says No? 

Q. Haven't you submitted certain terms? 
A. No, sir. I went to his minister back in-within about six 

months after we separated. I went and talked to the preacher 
down at the Evangelical Reform Church on Maple Ave. And 
he talked to Bob, and he said Bob said No. 

Q. Then the only thing you want your husband to do is for 
you and he to go to a marriage counsellor, and just discuss 
the matted And you would like to go back and live together 
as man and wife? 

A. If it could be as man and wife-not the way it was 
before. I think we both have a lot to learn, and we need help. 

Q. You both need the change? 
Dep. (0.T.) A. Oh, yes, of course. But I wouldn't-
4/19/60 Q. You ever tell your husband you would 
page 416 ~ change if he lived with you? 

A. I told my husband I'd changed already-I 
could see where I was wrong in some of this. 

Q. Both of you were a.t fault in the whole matter? 
A. Yes. But I don't see where I was at fault for some of 

the things he did. But I got to thinking it over. The child needs 
a father, as well as a mother. She loves her father, even though 
he hasn't been much of a father in the past three years-she 
still loves him. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. I want to ask one question, Mrs. Sollie. As the situation 

stands at this moment, is there any probability of a reconcilia
tion? 

A. I talked to my husband on the phone about a week ago, 
and he said No, that he could not stand it. 

Q. From your standpoint, is there any probability that a 
reconciliation can take place, as of the situation right now? 

A. Yes, if-I don't know what you mean. 
Q. Of course anything is possible. \~That I am trying to say 

is, you have been separated three years, and no reconciliation 
has taken place? 
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Mrs. Dav,id J. Underwood. 

A. No. 
Dep. (O.T.) Q. Has anything changed that would make 
4/19/60 that probable right now~ Has anything changed 
page 417 ~ as to the past.:__since your husband took his de-

positions, we '11 say-or that he has offered to 
come back, or you have offered to come back; any plans been 
made for that1 

A. No. Like I say, I talked to him about it, but we never get 
any further than I say I would like to come back, and he says 
No. So what can you do7 

Q. You have told the Court you want him to award you an 
absolute divorce1 

A. Yes. 
Q. And I asked you originally if the reconciliation was 

probable, and I think your answer was No 1 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Is that your answer 1 
A. Yes. 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. You mean, in effect, you'd like to reconcile if your hus-

band would do like you ask him 7 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Is that right 7 
A. (The witness does not respond.) 

·The Court: Any further questions 1 

And further this deponent saith not. 

Dep. (0.T.) MRS DAVID J. UNDERWOOD, 
4/19 /60 a witness of lawful age., after being duly sworn, 
page 418 ~ deposes and says as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
'Q. Where do you presently live 7 
A. #525 lOth St., Southwest. 
Q. How far is that from the place where Mrs. Sollie lives 7 
A. About half a block, maybe a little more. 
Q. Do you see right much of Mrs. Sollie 1 
A. Yes. I baby-sit for her. 
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Q. I believe that at one time you lived in the same. house, 
but in a lower apartment~ 

A. That's right. 
Q. ·when did you move from the same house you lived in~ 
A. In September, 1959. 
Q. Mrs. Underwood, from ·what you have observed, in your 

judgment is a reconciliation between these parties probable~ 
A. No, not from what I have seen. 
Q. No reconciliation has taken place~ 
A. No. 
Q. Can you state that the separation has continued without 

interruption? 
A. Yes. 

CROSS E 1XAMINATION. 
Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 Bv Mr. Lu tins: 
page 419 r ·Q. Mrs. Underwood, you know Mr. Sollie? 
. A. Yes. He's come to my house and picked up 
Betty, the little girl. 

Q. How many times have you seen him? 
A. ·\r.,T ell, at first I didn't see him for a long time. I lived 

first on Marshall, where. Mrs. Sollie lives-I lived downstairs, 
and she lived upstairs; and the first time I saw him I didn't 
know who he was. 

Q. \Vhen was that? · 
A. That was '58; I believe. Mrs. Sollie moved up over me 

on Easter Saturday, and May 4th was the first time I saw him 
-his little girl' made her first communion at the church, and 
I saw him go through my backyard; and I didn't see him again 
until September. And then I more often sa·w his car than him 
-which wasn't very frequent, or for a while. And then maybe 
every month or so I see him now. I don't see him often. I don't 
talk to him very much. 

Q. Did you ever discuss the matter of reconciliation v;rith 
Mr. Sollie? 

Mr. Reed: \r.,Tho' 
Mr. Lutins: Mr. Sollie. 

A. No. I don't see that was any of my business-I'm not in 
the matter. I baby-sit for Mrs. Sollie, but as far as this di-

vorce is concerned, that isn't any of my busi
Dep. (O.T.) ness. 
4/19/60 Q. The. only reason you thing a reconciliation 
page 420 r isn't probable, is what Mrs. Sollie told you~ 



246 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Robert J. Sollie. 

A. You know, I think, if there was a reconcili
ation in the air, that there would be more frequent visits-in 
my estimation. Of course, I don't know at all. That's the way 
I feel about it. 

Q. That's what you base your statement that reconciliation 
would be probable7 

A. That, and the fact I have beard Mrs. Sollie say she 
has asked Mr. Sollie. for reconciliation, and he said No. 

Q. You go to the same Catholic Church as Mrs. Sollie 7 
A. Yes-but that has nothing to do with the way I feel. 
Q. Thank you. 

Mr. Reed : That's all our evidence. 

By the Court: 
Q. Do you think, in the event that a divorce is granted, that 

Mrs. Sollie is a suitable person to have the custody of the 
child 7 

A. Very definitely. She stays at home all the time, except 
whe.n she works-I know that for a fact, because I go up and 
have coffee with her. She doesn't go out anywhere. She goes 
to the grocery store, and I take her. I might add, your Honor, 
that Betty is one of the cleanest kids that go to Nazareth; 
she's very well kept. 

The Court: Any further evidence that you 
Dep. (O.T.) have, Mr. Reed 7 
4/19/60 Mr. Reed : I think that's all. In view of our 
page 421 ~ prior understanding, I don't think there's any 

point. 
The Court: Mr. Lutins, do you wish to put on evidence 7 

dence7 
Mr. Lutins: \?\Tith reference to reconciliation. 

ROBERT J. SOLLIE, 
a witness of lawful age, after being duly sworn, deposes and 
says as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. You are Robert J. Sollie7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Sollie, has your wife ever offe.red to reconcile with 

you, subsequent to your separation 7 
A. No. \i\T ell, I'll clarify that-There couldn't be any recon-
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ciliation; everytime we talk to each other, we argue, and it's 
not neecssarily her fault. But we still argue. I can't see how 
there could be talk of reconciliation. 

Q. I-las she e.ver talked about a reconciliation 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. \l\T ell, what have her statements been with reference to 

that suggestion T 
A. \[\Tell, she wants me to do it her way. And at the 

time reconciliation was offered she was living with her 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 422 ~ 

mother, and she wasn't getting along with her 
mother-and she'd do anything to get out of 
it. 

Q. Did she set down any specifics as to terms 
of reconciliation 7 

A. Her way oflife, mainly. 
Q. \\That do you mean by that, sid 
A. The child's to be reared in the parochial school, and also 

that I marry in a Catholic Church, and-well, that's about the 
basis of it. And we got a marriage license-that was way back. 

Q. You made a statement ''it wasn't all her fault.'' 
A. I mean the arguments over the phone. She'd call and 

ask me to baby-sit, and I'll tell her I can't that particular 
night, and she'll accuse me of not loving my child-and know
ing she can't go to work. 

Q. Have you seen your wife since your separation 7 
A. I see her on an average of twice, maybe, a month, or 

maybe a little more. 
Q. \iVby is it you don't visit with your child more often1 
A. Every time I go down there I get in an argument-and 

I'm sick for about two or three days. 
'Q. Do you think there is a chance that you and your wife 

would reconcile 1 
A. I wish there was. 
'Q. Do you think there is a chance, Mr. Sollie7 
A. There's always a chance. If we could only talk to each 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 423 ~ 

other-don't seem to be able to talk to each 
other. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Reed: 

Q. If the Court awarded either one of you a divorce, there is 
HO reason why you can't remarry, if you so desire, is there.? 

Mr. Lui.ins: Judge, !_object to that. 
Mr. Reed: Let me cross-examine him for a minute. 
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Q. As a matter of fact, you have no idea of taking your wife 
back under any conditions, do you 1 

A. Yes-not under any conditions. I loved my wife when she 
left-I don't know what about now, because I haven't seen her 
as much. 

Q. I want to ask you a couple of question with regard
\iVhy have you not paid the attorney's fee, that the Court 
a-warded several months ago, of $1501 

A. It was awarded about-
Q. The one that was a\~7arded a couple months ago 1 
A. I just don't have the funds. 
Q. You 're not supporting anybody but yourself, and Mrs. 

Sollie and the child 1 · 
A. That's right. 
Q. How much money do you make at G. E. now? You have 

had several raises since you last testified. ·what do you 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 424 ~ 

1iine years 1 

make.1 
A. $5000 a year. 
Q. 'rake-home pay7 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you have been working for G. E. for 

A. That's correct. 
Q. And how much money has been taken out of your weekly 

pay for stock in G. E. 1 · 
A. At the time my wife left me, I had $500. 
Q. You didn't answer my question. How much has been 

taken out of your pay since you have been working for G. E., 
up to the present time, for stock in G. E. 7 

A. What now is in there? 
Q. I don't know what is in there. Now, Mr. Sollie, I'd like to 

know how much has been taken out 1 
A. I'd say a total of $900 has been taken out. 
Q. That's a hundred a yead 
A. That's correct. 
Q. How many shares of stock would that have been 1 
A. I don't have any shares of stock. 
Q. \¥hat is it that you were ref erring to when you were 

asked how much money has been taken out for G. E. stock? 
A. I told you. 
Q. I thought you told me you had it taken out for stock 1 
A. I do not have any stock in G.eneral Electric 
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Co. 
l>cp. (0.T.) Q. "What stock is iU 
4/19/60 A. No stock taken out for the money. It had to 
page 425 ~ be left there a period of time. I had it taken out. 

I never received a share of stock in General Elec
tric Co. 

Q. And there is $900 G. E. has of your money that you 're 
entitled to now, if you want it~ 

A. G. E. does not have $900. 
Q. How much money do they have nowY 
A. Total of about $400 of mine that was given to me by G. E. 
Q. It was given to you by G. K, but it's not yours Y 
A. It's part of my retirement plan. 
Q. How much has been taken out of your pay since you have 

been working with G. E. that goes into a savings~ 
A. None. 
Q. You testified on page 145 of your depositions-you were 

talking about your gross income and your net income-I asked 
you how much of that would you say would go into a pension 
plan. You said, "Just a minute, I have a stub in my pocket." 
And I said, ''Eight or te11 dollars a week, or :fifteen~" "Eight 
or ten." And I said, "Eight or ten 7" And you said, "$10 a 
week, and also insurance." "$40 a month goes into the pen
sion plan, in addition to the stock 7'' ''Referring to papers) 
$35 a month." "$35 a month goes into a pension plan Y" 

By Mr. Reed: (Apparently resuming cross-ex
amination) 

Q. 'i\7hen can you get that money7 
A. At retirement. 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 426 r 

Q. Does that letter you have in your hand 
show how much money you have got in your pension plan 7 

A. No. 
Q. May I see itY 

Mr. ·Lutins: He can testify to what his knowledge is. 
Mr. Reed: I don't seem to be getting very far with him on 

any of this. 

Q. w·hat is that record Y 
A. It contaihs my annual earnings. 
Q. 'i\7ha.t does that record say your annual earnings are 1 
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A. $7100 a year. 
Q. $40 a month goes to the pension plan? How much is taken 

out of your pay, besides social security and y<rnr withholding? 
A. (The witness hesitates.) 
Q. \Vhat else. is taken out of your pay, besides your pension 

plan, your social security and withholding? 
A. (Reading from paper) Savings and Security, Pension 

Plan, Good Neighbor Plan, personal insurance, social security, 
Federal withholding taxes. 

Q. "T ould you like the Court to see that paper? 

The Court: Do vou want to see it? 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 427 r 

Mr ... Reed: I bave asked him for it three 
times. 

The. Court: Let him see it. 
(The witness hands paper to Mr. Reed) 

Q. Savings and Security, $550. How much is in that fund? 
A. $400. 
Q. And also $400 in the stock fund, too? 
A. No, sir; that's the combination of retirement and sav

ings. I couldn't break it down into what it is, but it's a com
bination of the two. 

Q. I want to ask you one more question. \Vhere do you bank 
in Roanoke? 

A. First National. 
Q. Do you have any savings accounts anywhere else? 
A. None at all. 
Q. Checking accounts anywhere else.? 
A. None at all. 
Q. In this State, or any other state? 
A. No other state. 
Q. Does anybody have any money for you that they are 

keeping~ 
A. No. 
Q. That's all. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 

Dep. (O.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 428 r 

Q. Mr. Sollie, you said that you net five thou
sand? 

A. Yes. 
Q. What's taken to net you five thousand for 

your income per month? 
A. Pardon7 
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Q. "'\That's taken from your gross to net you the amount you 
have testified to 1 

A. Federal withholding taxes, personal insurance, Good 
Neighbor fund, Savings and Security, which leaves me a bal
ance of $426 a month. 

Q. $426 is what-
A. -what I have to live on a month. 
Q. And of course out of that you pay support and mainte

nance for your wife and child 1 
A. That's iight. 
Q. Do you have any additional information, with reference 

to your income that you can tell the Court at this time 1 
A. No, I don't. I have v,rhat my expenses are. 
Q. Your expenses 1 
A. Broken down-my living expenses. 

Mr. Lutins: Judge, would you like to hear that? 
The Court: I thought the amount of support had been 

agreed upon-$180. I thought what Mr. Reed was trying to 
ascertain is \Vhy $150 additional attorney's fees, 

Dep. (0.T.) and one-half of the arrears in '58 income taxes-
4/19/60 Mr. Reed: '59. Incidentally, his father filed 
page 429 ~ his return. 

Mr. J.Jutins: I thought possibly he was trying 
to modify the decree last entered. 

Mr. Reed: I am not. I am trying to find out why a man 
who makes $7100 a year, and by his own admission takes home 
$5000-I'd like to know where the $7100 goes. 

The Court: I'm not interested in where it goes. All I want 
to know is why he hasn't paid, and complied with the order 
of the Court entered on February 26, 1960. 

By Mr. Lutins: (Continuing) 
Q. w·hy haven't you paid, and complied with the order of 

the Court ente.red February 26, 1960, with reference to contri
bution to your wife's income tax, plus the attorney's fees 
awarded by the Court to your wife's attorney? 

A. At the present time I am going in debt with normal ex
penses. 

Q. What do you mean by that, sir 1 · 
A. My normal take-home pay-I don't have enough money 

to live on as it is. 
Q. You mean your expenses exceed what your income is 1 
A. Correct .. 
Q. What are some of these expenses 1 Are they necessary1 
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Robert J.Bollie. 

A. They are all necessary. 
Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19 /60 · By 'the Court : 
page 430 r Q. I don't care what they are. When do you 

plan to pay it, Mr. Sollie7 You'll have to change 
your expenses, because this is a Court order. The decree of 
this Court as to payment on the income taxes was drawn pur
suant to an agreement of counsel-your attorney agreed to it. 
Now, all I want to know is when do you plan to pay it~ 

A. I'd like to pay it right now, if I could. I'd like to pay it, 
if permissible, when the house is sold. I have no-

Q. I'm not interested in when the house is sold. I want to 
know. You certainly have ways of paying it with the income 
that you have. This doesn't amount to over two or three hun
dred dollars. And what's half of the income tax7 

Mr. Lu tins : $91. 
The Court: That's less than $250. 
Mr. Lu tins: \¥ e agreed $283 is what the taxes are. 
Mr. Reed: For 1958, $183-say $184--it 's not that ma

terial. $183 for 1958. For 1959 her taxes-

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. (Handing paper to plaintiff) Is this a copy of your re

turn 7 
A. $151.39. 

Mr. Reed: And my understanding is the agreement was-
the taxes she is faced with was as a result of the 

Dep. (0.T.) way that the decree was drawn-it would benefit 
4/19 /60 him, and probably be to her detriment. And I 
page 431 r think that at your suggestion the decree was 

changed back there. 
The Court: February 12, 1960. 
Mr. Reed: So that he would benefit from the taxes. This 

came as a complete shock to her. Both of these were talking 
about 1958 and 1959. So actually we are talking about $317. 
As far as the attorney's fees are concerned, that has been go
ing on for three years, and he's paid a total of $150. I can't 
understand why he can come in here now and say he's 
strapped. 

Mr'. Lutins: I agreed to it on behalf of Mr. Sollie. It was 
my understanding it was approximately $183. And it comes 
at no less a surprise. He has agreed to pay it. And he was di
rected to so pay. And of course the decree later was entered, 
setting out a proportionate share, so we'd know in the future 
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which to pay. N:ow I understand-I want to be corrected if I'm 
wrong-he owes $150 attorney's fees, which is in arrears, plus 
ninety-one fifty which is the amount he agreed to take care of 
as to Mrs. Sollie's back taxes; because he's failed to specify 
what proportion to her, and what proportion to the child; \"f.,T e 
were agreed...:..::_ · 

The Goud: I don't recall that you agreed on 
Dep. ( 0. T.) anything in regard to '59. 
4/19/60 Mr. Lutins:· That was my understanding. 
page 432 ~ · The Court: '\Ve were agreed on '58-which 

were the ones before·me at that time. '59', if they 
have come up-What is your suggestion about those? · · 

Mr. Lutins: Judge, with reference to '59, I suppose she's 
no less entitled to a contribution froin her husband, and I sup
pose, properly__..:.we should add that to '59. '60 has been taken 
cai~e of by the decree. · · 

The Court: ·After two months. However, I think that Mr. 
Sollie should also pay half of '59, as well as '58. I can't make 
him agree to it, but I certainly can increase the amount of pay. 
men ts, if h~ doesn't agre:e to it. . · 

Mr. Lutrns: That w~s the basis of his attorney's agree-
ment. · · 

The Court: He has an income of seventy-some hundred, 
and Mrs. Sollie has no income at all. Can't you agree to a time 
when we could get this terminated-if he has to get a loan-? 
' Mr. Lu tins: I'm going to have Mr. Sollie state to you what 
he said to me. · 

A. I am not trying to get out of paying; I am not about to 
do that. I '11 do all in my power to go to every bank in town, 
and every loan company ii1 town, and try to get the money. 

Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 433 ~ 

By Mr. Lu tins: (Continuing redirect) 
·Q. "\"f.,Then do you think you can get the money? 
A.· 'roday, tomorrow and next day, if neces

sary. 
Q. You owe $251.50. Can you tell the Court what date you 

can pay this $251.50, pursuant to his order? 
A. If I can get a date, do it today. 

· Q. A specific· date, just as soon as possible. 
A. I don't believe I can get a loan, to tell you the truth. 

I'd like to give. it to them right now. · 
Q. When do you think you can tell the Court, Mr. Sollie, the 

exact date you can have this money-or before that particular 
date? 
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A. If I go around and get the money, it should be within 
three days. 

Mr. Lutins: With the Court's permission, can we put him 
on terms, say, until next week? 

The Court: Well, what I intend to do is this-When is 
your income tax payment due for '581 \Vasn't the.re some un
derstanding of the deadline on that, Mr. Reed 1 

Mr. Reed: We agreed to pay half of it on April 1st-this 
past April 1st; and Mrs. Sollie was going to pay $2'5 a month, 
beginning this month-which she's to make a payment Thurs
day. It's no immediate rush on it. It's got me in a kind of 

embarrassing position with the Internal Rev
Dep. (0.T.) enue. And Mrs. Sollie is scared to death they are 
4/19/60 going to attach the. bank account. 
page 434 ~ The Court: Can't your client make some kind 

of arrangement to pay $25 a month 1 
Mr. Lutins: Yes. This is certainly not unusual in the In

ternal Revenue Service. 
The Court: I know that. But now, then, so far as Mr. 

Reed's attorney's fees-What can we do on that? 
Mr. Lutins: I was speaking to Mr. Sollie with reference 

to the matter as a bundle. 
The Court: If he could get it in a bundle-if he can't get 

it in a bundle, we'll take it in installments. 
Mr. Reed: Harvey's reduced it $75. You 're not going to 

take care of '591 
Mr. Lutins: \Ve had no discussion. I think we can work 

that out-this is our immediate problem. 
Mr. Reed: I understand, Harvey, that's true. But are we 

talking about $317, or $2411 I understood you to say, before 
you left here, you thought it was fair for him to pay half of 
'59~ $75 will come a lot easier to him than it will to Mrs. 
Sollie. 

Mr. Lutins: It was my understanding, by agreement this 
covered 1958 taxes. As to '59, that was just left hanging. I am 

sure we can work out something. 
The Court: Work it out now. I want it 

worked out as of the present time. 
Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 435 ~ Mr. Lutins: I wanted to bring in and develop 

evidence Mrs. Sollie is employed. I was going to 
do ,that through Mrs. Sollie, so we could have all the facts 
before us. 

The Court: You can do that. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (Continuing redirect) 
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Q. Do you know whether or not your wife, Mrs. Sollie, is 
employed? 

A. The last time I knew about it, she was-last week. 
Q. '\There is she employed? · 
A. Sears-R.oebuck. 
Q. You know how long she's been employe.d at Sears-Roe

buck' 
A. Part-time for, I guess, two years now-a year and a 

half. 
Q. You have any idea as to what her gross and net income is 

as a result of her employment? 
A. I imagi11e $700 last year; should be around twelve hun

dred this year-she's employed more often. 
Q. Do you have any idea what he.r last week's income was? 
A. I say it's around $50-I don't know. She's working 

every night-Easter, and holidays. 
Q. Does she work just on holidays? 

A. She works nights; and when they are open, 
Dep. (0.T.) she works every night. 
4/19/60 Q. 'Vhen you say $50, you mean that to be her 
page 436 r gross, or net~ 

A. I imagine it's gross. 
Q. Do you have any idea what her net income is? 
A. Thirty or forty, I don't know. 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
· Q. Mr. Sollie, you don't know how much she. makes? 
A. Yes, I do. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

PATRICIA ANN HUGHES SOLLIE, 
having been sworn previously in this cause, retakes the wit
ness stand. 

RE-DIRECT EXAJ\ITNATION. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, I ha11d you a withholding statement to 

Ponce-De.Leon Hotel, Inc. What year is that for your in-
come? · 

A. 1959. 
Q. How much did you recive from Ponce De.Leon Hotel? 
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A. $149. 
Q. I believe you were switchboard operator there? 
A. I made $5 a day. 
Q. Are you working there any more? 
A. No. 

Dep. (Q.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 437 r 

· Q. Do you expect to receive any additional in
come from 1960, other than your work at Sears
Roebuck? 

A. No. 
· Q. I hand you another withholding statement. 

Where is that from~ 
A. Sears-Roebuck. 
Q. How much did you make at Sears last year 7 
A. $681.27. The pay was $50. I worked 22 hours, and I make 

a dollar an hour, outside 1 % commission. 
Q. You mean you make-'When was most of that done 7 
A. Christmas. 
Q. I believe you work regularly around Christmastime 7 
A. I worked 40 hours a week. 
Q. Is that true as far as other. holidays are concerned.7. 
A. This is for the month of Easter. l get four hours a night, 

:five. to nine. 
Q. During slack season your work is not as much as it 

would be during the holidays 7 
A. Four hours a we-ek. 
Q. You testified in your depositions that you were asking 

for $218 a month 7 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And the.Court indicated .that it will award you-$180; is 

that satisfactory with you 7 
Dep. (O.T.) A. Yes, because when we :figured out my in-
4/19/60 come taxes, I was almost $5 in the red, without 
page 438 r working; and that didn't count doctors' bills or 

· . clothes for Betty. 

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Haven't you been offered · full-time employment by 

Sears-Roebuck, and you refused 7 
A. No. 
Q. You haven't 7 
A. No. You have to have 32 hours a week for 40-some 

weeks before you can be a regular, and I havenit worked 32 
hours a week for 40-some weeks. ' 
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Q. How long have you worked at this career at Sears-
Roebuck 1 

A. I started there the last week in August. 
Q. ·This yeaJ·-from J anua.ry 1 
A. From J auuary. I worked from January till now. I 

have never missed a day, you know-missed a week; but I was 
only working four hours a week up until Easter rush. 

Q. What do you get a. week-your gross income 1 
A. As I recall, my commissions take ca.re of my taxes

and I get $40 a week. 
Q. 'l\7lrnt fa your total gross per week 1 

Dep. (O.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 439 r 

A. $25. 

A. My pay check was-for the biggest pay I 
have ever drawn-was 16 hours; aJ1<'.:1 I have got 
another big one coming-22·homs this week. 

Q. What is your -total gross income for the 
past week1 

Q. That included your commissions and base salary? 
A. Yes. I sell some hosierv-and vou don't make too much 

on that. " · ,, 
Q. And you 're working part-time~ · 
A. Yes. I din't bring ·my pay check 

And further this deponent saith not. 

The Court: Is tJ1ere auv further evidence anyone wishes 
to present ore tenus befo·~·e the Court 1 

Mr. Lutins: That's it. We don't have aJ1ything.· 
The Court: I '11 say this in the presence of the attorneys

that at least 50 to 60 per cent ,of \vhat evidence you have 
taken is not a.t a.11 material, mid should never have been taken. 
If it had been before me, it vvouldn 't have been taken, be
cause it hasn't anything to do with the merits a.nd demerits 
of the case. As far as. I'm concerned, if tJ1ere is anything 
that is material concerning the separation of the parties, it 
seems to me that three years ha.s been time enou,gh to have 
taken it. This case was instituted on May l, 1.957, and ex
tensive deposit.j.ons have been talrnn on both sides. So what 

evidence is it that vori '"rould like to take now? 
Dep. (0.T.) Mr. Lu6ns: J~dge, it's my understanding 
4/19/60 Mr. Sollie has a feeling that he has never had a 
page 440 } chance to speak with you; and he has a. feeling 

that Mrs. Sollie has attempted, or has suggested, 
in contacting you-and he feels that his· position has been 
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detrimited, and he hasn't been given the full force and 
effect of ·what the law offers in such a case; .and he feels 
like he has been shut up, so to speak. 

The Court: I don't know why he should feel that way. 
As far as Mrs. Sollie is concerned, the only contact, to my 
knowledge, she ever had with me was when she discussed the 
proble.m of income taxes, and I referred Mrs. Sollie then to 
her attorney. She came here in court one day when I was 
trying a case ; is that right~ 

By Mrs. Sollie : Yes. 
The Court: That's mv recollection. I have never dis

cussed with Mrs. Sollie, I' think, more than I have with Mr. 
Sollie, the me.rits of the case. I have r.ead carefully, and more 
than once, the depositions in this particular suit. So I'm 
sorry if Mr. Sollie feels like his rights haven't received a 
fair hearing. But as his attorney ·well knows, the law pro
vides redress-he can appeal from my decision. As f a.r as 

I'm concerned, I've ha.cl it. If nobody wants to 
Dep. (0.T.) do anything further a.bout it today, the Court, 
4/19/60 ha.vjng c-0nsiclerec1 all of the evidence in this 
page 441 ~ suit-the evidence taken in support of the com-

plainant and the respondent-in support of the 
cross bill of the respondent; the evidence taken of the com
plainant on J?ebrua.ry 8, 1958; July 26, and August 30, 1958; 
the additional evidence of the complainant on .January 6, 
1959; the evidence of the respondent on June 2nd and 16th, 
1959; the a.rguments of counsel; tJ1e evidence this clay heard 
ore tenu,s by the Court, and the Court is of the opinion and 
cloth decide that t.he complainant is entitled to a divorce from 
bed and boa.rd, as prayed for in t.he bill of complaint, on the 
grounds of cruelty and constructive desertion, which evidence 
Jrns been corrobornted by evidence sufficient, in the .opinion 
of the Court, to grant the prayer of the bill of complaint. 
The Court is also of ille opinion that the respondent has 
not sustained the allegations .of the cross bill, and the same 
will be accordingly dismissed. A decree may therefore be 
prepared a.warding the complainant a divorce from bed and 
board, which ma.y also be merged-the time having elapsed
int.o a decree from the bonds of matrimony, by :filing sinrnl
taneously with the decree from bed and board. The provi-

sions of the decree entered herein on Februarv 
Dep. (0.T.) 26, 1960, as to temporary alimony of $130 ·~ 
4/19/60 month, support and maintenance of $50 a month 
page 442 r for Elizabeth Ann Sollie, shall remain in full 
. force and effect: and the custody of the infant 
child of the parties, Elizabet.h Ann Sollie, shall be with the 
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complainant Patricia. Ann Sollie, with the right afforded to 
the defendant Robert J. Sollie to visit the child a.t reasonable 
times a.nd places. If there are any exceptions to be noted, they 
ma.y be noted in the decree. 

Mr. Lutins.: Counsel for the respondent Tespectfully ex
cepts to the Court's ruling on the following grounds: One, 
that the complainant's evidence was insufficient to establish 
that she is entitled to a divorce on the grounds of mental 
cruelty tantamount to constructive desertion. Counsel for 
respondent cites as his authorities, Carter v. Carter, 199 Va. 
79 (97 S. E. 2nd 663); William,s v. WiUia1ns, 188 Va.. 543 
(50 S. E. 2nd 277); Ford v. Ford, 200 Va.-(107 S. E. 2nd 
397); Crounse v. Crounse, 108 Va. 198 (60 S. E. 2nd 267); 
Hendry v. Hendt·y, 172 Va. 308 (1 S. E. 2nd 340); Brooks v. 
Brooks, 210 Va. 530 (106 S. E. 2nd 61). Counsel for respond
ent further excepts to the Court's ruling ·On the basis that 
there's been no evidence of such cruelty which would be the 

basis of a. divorce, and for his authorities ci tcs 
Dep. (0.T.) Baytop v. Baytop, 199 Va.. 388 (100 S. E. 2nd 
4/19/60 14); Upchurch v. Upchurch, 194 Va.. 990 (76 
page 443 r S. E. 2nd 170) : further, respondent except.c:; to 

the Court's ruling on the basis that complain
ant's evidence was uncorroborated, a.s required by la.w, and 
cit.es for his authorities House v. House, 102 Va. 235; West
fa,ll v. Westfall, 190 Va. 197; M. J., Divorce and Alimony, 
Sec. 14; 27 C .. J. S., Divorce, Sec. 25; 43 Va.. La.w Review, 
pa.g·e 125. Further, respondent excepts to the Court's ruling 
in awarding alimony to the complainant on the basis tha.t. ali
mony is predicated upon a case proved hy the complafoant by 
full, clear and convincing evidence, in which the respondent 
feels the complainant has failed. 

Mr. Reed: The only comment. I want to make for the 
record is that the division of the $180 a month-of $130 
alimony, and $50 for the support-was so divided hy the 
Court at the request of the counsel for the respondent., for 
fax purposes. I think that's correct, Judge, isn't it~ 

The Court: That's right. Now, then, you all ha.ve your 
own time schedule as t.o compliance with the Court's decree 
as to these other pa.vrnents. 

Mr. Lutins: We'll work that out with the 
Den. (0.T.) Internal Revenue Service. 
4/19/60 The Court: Work it out. And if nothing is 
page 444 r done, I made a note, on May 4, 1.960, for cause I 

would issue a. a. rule. 
Mr. Reed: ';'\Tithout ·furtJ1er notice. 
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Dep. (0.T.) 
4/19/60 
page 445 r JUDGE'S CERTIFICATE. 

I, F. L. Hoback, Judge- of the Circuit Court for the County 
of Roanoke, State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing depositions of Patricia .Ann Hughes Sollie, Mrs. 
David J. Underwood, and Robert J. Sollie, were taken ore 
tenus before me on the 19th day of .April, 1960; that the 
foregoing is a true and correct stenographic copy or report 
of all the testimony that was introduced at such hearing and 
the exceptions noted; and that' the witnesses were each duly 
sworn by me according to Ia:w. · 

Given under my hand this 23rd day of June, 1960; 

F. L. HOB.ACK, Judge. 

Tendered and presented to the undersigned, for certifica.:. 
tion on .June 23, 1960 which was presented to me within 
sixty (60) days after final judgment and signed by me within 
seventy (70) days. 

5/5/60 
page 447 ~ 

• 

• 

F. L. HOB.ACK, Judge . 

• . • • 

• • • • 

ORE TENUS HE.ARING. 

Salem, Virginia 
May 5, 1960 . 

.Appearances: G. ·w. · R-eed, Jr., Esq., Counsel for the 
Compla.inaJlt; and Harvey S. Lu tins, Esq., Counsel for the 
Respondent. 

The following being a verbatim stenographic report of the 
Ore Te'Yl!Us proceedings heard before Honorable F. L. Hoback, 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Roanoke County, Virginia., 
at Salem, Virginia, in chambers, on the 5th day of May, 
1960. ' 

I 
I 

_I 
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Robert. J. Sollie. 

Reported by: Marcus A. Bieler, Court Reporter, 1743 
Devon Road, S. W., Roanoke, Virginia. 

5/5/60 
page 448 r May 5, 1960 

9 :20 o'clock, A. M. 

The Court: At the conclusion of the last hearing in this 
matter, Mr. Robert J. Sollie returned, and discussed with the 
Court this case, stating that he had not had an opportunity 
to make certain statements, or. put on information or evi
dence which he had ; and did not think that justice had been 
done in the situation for that reason. 

The Court advised Mr. Sollie to talk to his own attorney, 
as the Court could not undertake to advise either party; 
but that if he felt be had some additional evidence that should 
be presented after discussing the matter ·with his attorney, he 
would be afforded that opportunity. The hearing today is for 
that purpose, brit is not for the purpose of re-hashing evidence 
that has already been taken over a period of several yea.rs. 

Now, with this preliminary statement, counsel can proceed. 
Mr. Lu tins: Your Honor, I want' to swear Mr. Sollie. 
The Court: Yes ; all right. · 

MR. ROBERT J. SOLLIE, 
the respondent, called as a witness in his own behalf, being 
duly sworn, testified as follows: · 

5/5/60 
page 449 r 

Bv Mr. Lutins: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

"q. You are Mr. Robert J. Sollie; are you .noU 
A. Yes, si.r. 
Q. I believe, Mr. Sollie, you are the complainant rn this 

matter-
A. That's rip;ht. 
Q. -rather, the responderit in this matted 
A. Yes. .· 
Q. Mr. Sollie, do you know whether or not your wif0, 

Patricia Ann Hughes Sollie, made any statements subsequent 
to the time that she separated from you that the cause of said 
separation was her mother and religion, and not you? 



262; Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Robert J. Sollie. 

A. That's right. 
Q. \Vhen, .and where, were these statements made, sir~ 
A. They were made to me at my home over the phone, mid 

also at her home in front of her mother. and to her mother
and to other people-not in front of me, though. 

Q. \¥ell, in your presence? 
A. In my presence, just to her mother and to me. 
Q. And would . you tell the Court exactly, to the best of 

your recollection, what Mrs. Sollie said? 
A. She said her mother put ideas in her head, and she 

shouldn't have left me. Her mother lied to her 
5/5/60 about me, ·which caused her doubts about me; and 
page 450 r since she left, she found out they were lies; and 

also, she blamed it all on her mother, and she still 
blamed it on her to this day. 

Q. Now, I believe these statements were made subsequent 
to the time that she separated from you

A. Yes. 
Q. -that Mrs. Sollie separated from you~ 
A. Yes; they had quite a large fight over it because her 

mother kept on saying that Pat keeps on accusing her, that 
she caused her to leave me. 

I had to go down and bteak it up, and be arbitrator; they 
called me up on the phone over there. 

Q. Mr. Sollie, have you recorded any conversations by your 
wife over the telephone to you-

A. Yes; I have. 
Q. -which, in essence, stated what you have just said to be 

true~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you wish to introduce into evidence portions of these 

tape recordings~ 
A. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Lutins: .Judge, at this point, I would like to introduce 
into evidence a telephone conversation which was recorded 
by Mr. Sollie, in which statements would corroborate 1-Ir. 
Sollie's testimony up to this point. 

5/5/60 By the Court: 
page 451 ~ Q. Did you hear the conversations on the phone. 

and record it a.t the same time~ 
A. Yes. 

The Court: Well then, you just testify as to what you 
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heard, because the tape woultl be a self-serving declaration 
of what you, yourself, heard on the phone. I an:r not in
terested in hearing m1y tape recordings. 

The ·witness: All .right. 
The Court: Particularly a tape that can be erased and I 

don't even know that it is Mrs. Sollie's voice, except for 
what he says; so if you heard the conversation, or if you had 
the conversation, you can repeat it yourself without relying 
on the tape. All right; go a.head. 

By Mr. Lu tins: (continues examination) 
Q. All right; now, Mr. Sollie, yiou tell the Court what 

your recollection was with reference to the telephone con
versation, .and you may refer to any notes that you have 
there. 

A. All right; thank you. This was while her mother was 
living with her. They had a large fight and they called me lllJ 

-her mother called me up. 

By the Court: (interposing) 
Q. What date? 
A. This was January 26, 1958. 

5/5/60 Mr. Lutfos: All rig11t, sir. 
page 452 r Mr. Reed: \¥hat is that now? 

Mr. Luti11s: January 26, 1958. 
Mr. Reed: Wl1a.t? \¥hen tlle conversa.tion took place? 
The Vilitness: That's right. 

By Mr. Lu tins: 
Q. All right, sir. 
A. They had a fight and they were tearing each otlrnr 

a.pa.rt; and her mother was trying to beg me to come down, 
or she was going to call the police on Pat. This was over 
that sbe keeps on telling me tJrnt I made her leave you
that 's what her mother said; and Pat-( witness referred to 
notes )-and Pat got on the phone and says the fight was 
over mother, who stands there and tells me I'm unfit, and 
she wants to have Bettv taken a.wav from me. 

And then my wife ,~;as feeling quite poorly and crying; 
and she wanted to know if she would die, would I take ca.re 
of my daughter a.ml raise her in the Ca.tJ1olic religion. The 
conversation that followed was this-she contemplated ending 
it a.11 with her death-a.nd she goes on to say ''I made such 
a mess out of your life and Betty's life." 
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Q. This is your wife 1 
A. Yes; her words. 
Q. Your wife, Mrs. Sollie, who made the statement 1 

A. That's right; and the day after the fight, 
5/5/60 January 27th, we started talking a.bout that she 
page 453 r was feeling about coming back, and wanting to 

get a·way from her mother. In my opinion, that's 
-not what she said, though. The discussion follows-I said 
"But when I have no say-so with my family, it's not my 
family then, is it 1" and she replied "Oh, please; I know I 
was wrong." She said "Mother got me down here la.st night 
so you could tell Lu tins tomorrow, and the Judge is going to 
say "What kind of a. home is that for the child to be in1' " 

And she goes on to say ''I was a fool for listening to my 
mother and everybody, instead of thinking for myself. I 
know you told me this time and time a.gain"-a.nd she went 
on to say "I was thinking, maybe if something would happen 
to me, and you could take Betty.'' 

I made the statement" Can you see why I don't want Betty 
living ·with your mother?" She said "Yes; yes-I agree with 
you." She said "Oh, I could kill her.'' The conversation
excuse me, let me go back. This ·was on March 25, 1960, 
the following conversation-I called up and tried to talk 
reconciliation, but she wouldn't hear of it ·Or-and she said 
""What's going to happen April 1st, when Judge Hoback 
asks ·what happened to this reconciliation deal, and I'll say
if I get a chance to go in, I'll say I never heard nothing 
about it." 

I said "What reconciliation 1 Over this one right now1" 
and she said ''Yes.'' I said ''I can't live with you, and I 
can't live without you." Then she laughs about it "I know 

I can't live without you "-and she laughs again 
5/5/60 ''So why not live with you1" 
page 454 r I asked her if she ever stopped and thought 

a.bout going back together, and her reply was 
"Oh, I have stopped and thought about it a. long time ago, 
but you said no-it's out of the question." And I said "Well, 
how am I supposed to live under these conditions 1 You know 
I can't, and I can't pay you-so what's going to happen1" 
.She said "I don't kiww"; but she says "I wouldn't want 
to live with you, if that's the only reason you want me back. 
If you don't love me, I won't come back." She says "You 

. make like I'm asking you to come back; it seems to me the 

. other way around-who's in the driver's seat 1'' I replied 
''I suppose you are.'' She said ''All right, then.'' · 
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I asked her if Betty-" how about Betty; is slrn to be raised 
in a public or parochial school 1 '' She said ''Betty is not 
coming out of Nazareth, Bob.'' She said ''Two years a.go, 
I made an offer to come back and you refused; "-a11d I 
replied "Yes; but you wanted your way-that's why I 
refused.'' 

I went on to say "The only reason you left was because 
of your mother, and religion; because your mother talked 
you into leaving, and you have this religion deal in your 
heart; but it wasn't my fault that you left. You didn't leave 
me because I was such a bad guy-you know that. If it 
wasn't for these two imaginary things, you would have 
never left. The minor things could have been overlooked.'' 

And she replies "I don't kno\v." I said "You 
5/5/60 know you blamed your mother, and you told her 
page 455 ~ so.'' She says ''Oh, sure; I blamed my mother-I 

blame her to this day, as fa.r as that goes. She 
put ideas in my head." I said "Your mother was the reason 
you left, and I'm not blaming you. I feel it was your mot.her 's 
talking, putting ideas in your head, and it wasn't your doing. 
You just listened to the wrong people. I've got faults; 
everybody has faults-but the faults I had had nothing to do 
with divorce nor any reason for leaving me. I didn't go out 
drinking; I didn't go ·out running a.round, aJ1d laying ai·ound 
drunk; and I didn't throw my money away over the bar.'.' 
And she replied "I never accused you ·of those things, did H" 

And I replied ''And I never beat you when I was treated 
good; you were treated good when I was in a good mood, 
aJ1d when I was in a good mood, you were treated good; but 
the ·only time I wasn't in a good mood was when you called 
me a rotten hunky, and s. o. b., or you told me you hated my 
guts-and you started arguments and started singing, like 
you was happy about it,-or turned your back on me when I 
was eating. Does this make a guy feel ~ood 1'' She said 
''No; I admit I was wrong in a lot of those things. or in 
telling my child to stay a.way from him-don't kiss ]Jim be
cause you don't know what he's got.'' Now, you ·think this is 
good on me~ I would have been a. lot better if you hadn't 
done these things. I wasn't perfect; but I thought I was better 

than the next guy, as far .as a husband is con-
5 /5 /60 cerned.'' 
page 456 ~ Q. What was her answer to that last question~ 

A. The tape ran out; I don't know. She said 
"Do you want to t~lk to Betty~" 
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Q. Mr. Sollie, are there any additional parts of the con
versation that you can recall, sir 7 

A. Not pertaining to why the divorce came about, or any 
offer of reconciliation. 

Mr. Lu tins: All right, sir; your witness. 

CROSS E·XAMINATION. 

Bv Mr. Reed: 
·Q. Mr. Sollie, you bad a tape going during the time of 

conversation; you knew tbat, but your wife didn't know it, 
did she? 

A. No ; she didn't. 
Q. And on March 20, 1960, that I believe she said she made 

an offer to you two years ago, and you said no-and the otber 
two dates that you were talking about, the conveTSation 
over the phone-it sounded to me like she ·was, in all respects 
from what you have testified, trying to affect a reconciliation, 
and that ties right in; doesn't it? · 

A. No. 
Q. All right, sir; I'll just ask you one more question, Mr. 

Sollie. You have testified on cross examination that from 
the time you were married, until the time Mrs. Sollie left, 
that your mother-in-law lived with you for about three and a 

half to four yea.rs during that period of time 7 
5/5/60 A. In the seven or eight yea.rs that we were 
page 457 ~ married 7 

· Q. Yes. 
A. Yes. 
Q. And there is nowhere, in any testimony, that you ever 

asked her to leave-to get out-and that she was breaking up 
your marriage. Yet, she lived with you for half the time 
you were married; isn't that right 7 

A. That's right. She lived with us half the time tbat we 
were married; that's right. 

Mr. Reed: That's aU. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 

By Mr. Lutins: 
Q. Yon say you never asked your mother-in-law to leave 7 
A: I wanted to; but I never asked her to. 
Q. Why didn't you ask her, Mr. Sollie 7 
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A. Because she wasn't my mother. 
Q. Wha.t do you mean by that, sir 1 
A. I think-I don't think it was my place to ask her to 

leave. It ·was my wife's place to ask her to leave, since she 
was dissatisfied with her mother. 

Mr. Lutins: All right, sir; no further questions. 

By the Court: 
Q. N o'v Mr. Sollie, on June 12th and the 16th, 

5/5/60 1959, you took your evidence. ·why didn't you 
page 458 r bring up the recording tapes that were made in 

'58, at that time 1 
A. I never realized that they were evidence. 
Q. Well, you had an attorney; you could ha.ve talked to him 

a.bout it~ 
A. Yes; I told him I had. them. The only reason I took 

these wa.s because I could tell him what went on over t.he 
phone and everything-and he would say "My gosh, Mr. 
Sollie; I think you 're crazy. I can't believe that stuff.'' 

Q. Well' now, in getting down to another question on 
April the 19th, 1960, the Court heard evidence Ore Ten/u,s, 
and you could have brought it up at that time 1 

A. I mentioned that I had, to my lawyer; and he sajd it 
wasn't permissible as evidence at that time~ And he listened 
to some of it, and be sa.id it was too late; that the depositions 
bad been closed, and it vrns too late to present any more 
evidence. 

Q. Now then, isn't it a fact that Mrs. Sollie has offered 
to become reconciled with you on several occasions, and did, 
on April 19, 1960-but that yoµ have refused 1 

A. She didn't offer me any reconciliation on April 19th, 
you say1 

Q. The last time I had the hearing, you were asked the 
direct quest.ion if you would accept her back-

A. Oh. 
Q. -and my recollection is that you said you 

5/5/60 couldn't do it. I will ask you now-do you de
page 459 r sire to become reconciled with your wife and 

your child, and do you think there is any pos
sibility of that 1 

A. I think there is a possibility. 
Q. Well, what is the trouble that you haven't become re-

conciled then? · 
A. Well, I've got the home there, and I'm there; and 
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I did nothing wrong, as far as her leaving me, I feel-or in 
wanting her leaving me. 

Q. In other words, you want to continue the course of 
action that you have been following, and if she wants to come 
and put up with that, .then come back; are those your terms? 

A. I don't understand what you mean by 'course of action'? 
Q. In other words, you feel that you have done nothing 

wrong; and consequently, if she returns, she would have to 
return and be treated the \vay you have been treating her 
in the past; is that your terms of reconciliation? If not, 
what are your terms? 

A. \~Tell, my terms aren't that; I don't have any terms, 
actually. The house is there, and I didn't ca.use her to leave; 
and she can come back just the way it was when she left. 

Q. Of course, that is your opinion
A. Yes. 
Q. -that you didn't cause he1~ to leave; but the Court has 

ruled against you on that. · 
5/5/60 \iV ell, I understood you to tell me, la.st time 
page 460 r on April 19, 1960, that you would like to become 

reconciled, but you-in your heart-knew you 
shouldn't. Isn't that about what you said? 

A. No; I think I said my heart told me to 1;econcile, but 
my mind told me my heart couldn't take it. 

Q. And you still feel that way now? 
A. (There was no response.) 
Q. Well now, let me ask you this-

Mr. Lutins: Excuse me, Judge; what was his answed 
The Court: He didn't answer it. 

Bv Mr. Lutins: 
"Q. What is your answer to that, Mr. Sollie? 
A. I'd like to have her back, but not without terms that 

she shouldn't dictate· to me. She left me because she \vas 
trying- to force me into seeing her way, as far as enrolling 
the child in a parochial school-and wanted to bend me to her 
ways-and hoping I would come after. her. · 

Bv the Court: 
·Q. Well now, let me ask you this; is there anything else 

that you wish to say, 'Or any further evidence that you wish 
to introduce-because if so, now is yorir o·pportunity? 

A. Yes ; I would like 'one request. 
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By Mr. Lutins:. 
Q. \Vait a minute; well, wha.t do you want to 

5/5/60 say7 
page 461 r A. If the Court rules against me, I think there 

would be some way that this . child wouldn't be 
exposed to her grandmother; and I'd like to show the court 
why. 

The Court: Well, in answer to that, at any time the child 
is not, ;Qr does .not receive proper treatment, either side is at 
liberty to proceed before this oourt for a. hearing in reg a.rd to 
change ·of custody; or whatever may be for the best interests 
of the child. So there is no use to go into future a11ticipa
tions as to what may happen to the child. If we did, we'd 
be here from now on; but you understand, do you not, that 
until the child becomes of age, this Court has a continuing 
jurisdiction to have, at any time, a hearing concerning the 
child or change of custody; the child could be changed from 
the mother to the father, from the father to the mother; 
or the child, if necessary, could be taken from both of you. 
So I believe that should answer your question on that., Mr. 
Sollie. 

The ·witness: My wife is" a fit mother. 

Q. She is a fit mother? 
A. Yes; she is. 
Q. All right. 
A. And it's just that I don't want her a.round the kind 

of person that her grandmother is-and the profanity. I 
have never heard any worse language, not from a 

5/5/60 woman-but from any person in my life. She 
page 462 r gets drunk and comes in a11d beats my \Vif e up. 

Q. Well, as I understand it, the mother is no 
longer living with your wife 7 

A. That's right. 
Q. I don't know where she's living, but if she should re

turn, a11d anything happens-why, you have the right to have 
a hearing concerning the welfare of the child. 

A. All right. (Witness cried.) 

· The Court: N'<:nv, i~ there an)rthing else, or any other 
evidence that you have 7 

Mr. Lutins: Anything elSe. yo:u w·a1it to sa.y, Mr'. Sollie r 

(There was no response.) 
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Mr. Lutins: .Judge, we have some more evidence; may we 
have just two minutes to confer? 

The Court: Yes. 

(Mr. Lutins, Mr. Reed, and Mr. a.nd Mrs. Sollie departed 
from the front chambers to confer and returned at 9 :50 
o'clock, A. M., and the following occurred.) 

Mr. Lutins: Judge, I want to ask Mr. Sollie two more 
questions with reference to the reconciliation. 

Q. Mr. Sollie, do you want to reconcile with your wife, and 
do you want your wife back with you at your 

5/5/60 home, or at your former residence~ 
page 463 ~ A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All right, sir; are you here, now, asking 
your wife to come back to you~ 

A. Yes, sir; I am. · 
Q. Are you dictating any terms to her, sir~ 
A. None. 
Q. Do you want your wife back with you~ 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Lutins: All right, sir. 

By Mr. Reed: 
Q. Mr. Sollie, this has been going on and on, and you 

have testified-and there is page after page after page of 
testimony, not only on April 19th that you told it-it is in the 
record what you said; and you said today ·what is in the 
record, and it comes down to the wire, and you make a bold 
statement to the Court that you want her back, with no 
terms. 

I don't think that; I submit to the Court that that is not a 
bona fide offer of reconciliation, in view of what the Court-

Mr. Lutins: 1Nait a minute; you are arguing, not asking 
a question. 

Mr. Reed : Vv ell, I guess I am. 
The Court: Well, it's up to the parties, of course, and it is 

always the dutv of the Court and att.ornevs to 
5/5/60 bring. about a r'~conciliation, if one is feasible or 
page 464 ~ possible; and certainly, we would all encourage 

it, but Mrs. Sollie would be the one that would 
have to answer that. 
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Mr. Reed: Yes, sir; I told l\frs. Sollie in there, and I told 
her right now that my advice to her~it is her life, and she 
can do what she wants to do. It is up to her and her feel
ings. Mrs. Sollie, you can tell the Court what you want to 
tell him. 

Mr. Lutins: Well, do you have any initial questions, Judge, 
to ask him with reference to the reconcilia.tion 1 

The Court: \V ell, I just ::want to ask Mrs. Sollie if she 
wants to become reconciled, or what she wishes to do in 
regard to it 1 · 

Mrs. Sollie: Sir, I think it would be good .if we could 
have a. good life; but I can ,,t go back to what I had with 
Bob. 

The Court: \Vell now, tJia.t is something no one can 
g:narantee. The only thing is, that if you both undertake 
to live togetlrnr as husbai1d and wife, as you should, then you 
will have a. good life; but I cannot dictate terms. 

Mrs. Sollie: Well, on that one recording, he says that we 
did in March-we were talking about reconciliation and he 

said "I can't live with you, and I can't live 
5/5/60 without you; and since the Judge Ys backing me 
page 465 r to the wall, it looks like I'll have to come back to 

you ; " aJ1c1 I said "No, I don't want to go back 
that wa.y." ·I want him to want me; he didn't want me when 
he married me-and I don't think he ever wanted me, because 
he wouldn't have-well, he used to keep books on me and 
tell me when I didn't wash the dishes, or-you know-I mean, 
if he was thinking of keeping this marriage together, sir, 
he wouldn't have been doing those kinds of things. And I 
told him, I said "Bob, we both need help "-and I sa.id, I 
suggested a marriage counsellor. I did not say anything 
about. religion. 

He says "You'll want to be in that church and keep Betty 
in that sclwol"-a.nd I sa.id "Yes" she's had three yea.rs of 
it, sir, and that's the only ;religion I know; and I don't 
think-I said to Bob "Let me raise Betty my way; and 
when she gets old enough to choose for herself, then if she 
wants fo go your way, all right-but a. child can't be raised 
with no religion." 

The Court: \'Tell, this Court cair't undertake to dictate 
the religion of the parties; that is a matter completely out 
of my jurisdiction. 

Mrs. Sollie: And even when I asked for a marriage coun
selJor, and when I talked to him about a week later and his 
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mother and Dad had been down in the meantime-
5/5/60 and he never called back about it, he said "You 
page 466 ~ think about this reconciliation.'' And the only 

~hing that I said at the time was about the mar
riage counsellor-that we both needed it; tJmt I would go 
and that he would go; and he said "Well, he would think it 
over.'' And he never did call; he never called me back-and 
I had to call and beg for my check, because he didn't send it. 
And in the meantime, nothing was said, and be acted real 
smart, and so he hung up. And I called him and asked him 
if he wouldn't come and sit with Betty, because I had to work 
that night, and I talked to him; and he hadn't said anything 
a.bout a reconciliation since the time I talked to him; and 
Betty told me in the meantime that his mother and dad had 
been out there, and they changed his mind; because he said 
he thought it over, and he didn't want to come back. 

By the Court: 
Q. Mrs. Sollie, do you want the Court to a.ward you a 

divorce, if the Court is so advised at this time~ 
A. Yes; unless-I'd like to go back with Bob, if he could 

have a good living__:_or life together; but under the circum
stances, I don't see how, because he even told my friend, 
Marian-he was out to her house last-not last night, but the 
night before last-and he told Ma.rian-

5/5/60 
page 467 ~ 

Mr. Reed: (interposing) Don't testify as to 
what somebody else told you about it. 
· Mrs. Sollie : All right. 

By the Court: 
Q. V\T ell, Mr. Sollie, why have you waited until after this 

additional evidence to now say that you would like to have, 
and bring about a reconciliation~ 

A. ·well, I was dissatisfied as far as me. I didn't want my 
wife coming back and holding over my head that she was 
right, and throwing it up all the time that the Judge awarded 
her the decree, and throwing it up to me all the time. She 
could be sincere in her feelings at one time, but when she got 
mad, she'd throw it up to me and just hurt a guy's heart out; 
and I wanted to show that it wasn't iny fault for her leaving. 
And I'm willing to take her back. I just wanted to be heard. 

Q. V\T ell now, is there anything else you wish to bring out 
at this time, Mr. Sollie~ Any additional evidence, or any 
other statements that you want to make~ 
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By Mr. Lut.ins: 
Q. Let me just a.sk, Your Honor, these questions. Mr. 

Sollie, this one question here-are you here now making a 
bona ft,de offer to recqncile and come back, and have your 
wife live with you? . 
· A. Yes. · 

Mr. Lutins: That's all, Judge. '"\Tith i·eference to state
ments made bv Mrs. Sollie as to ''1ho was the cause 

5/5/60 of her leavirig her husband, we have the infant 
page 468 ~ child, Betty, and with the Court's permission, 
. ''.re 'd like to have her put on and examined by the 

Court as to any statements made by Mrs. Hollie, subsequent 
to the time he left, wherein Mrs. Sollie said that it was not her 
htl.sba.nd 's fault, but that she left beca:qse of her mother 
ahd religion. The child is nine years old, sir. . 
' Mrs. Sollie: The child didn't know anything about the 

religion. 
The Court: I see no re::i.son to put the child on, unless 

you have some pertinent evid~nce. 
Mr. Lutins: That v/ould be the evidence, Judge, to be 

brought out. 
The Court: As you well know, no divorce suit-or no 

·divorce is granted on the uncorroborated testimony of either 
party. You can't have a statement by Mrs. Sollie as justify
ing a divorce, or of justifying the refusal o~ a divorce. It 
is ba.sed on the entire evidence. 

Mrs. Sollie stated before this court, at our last hearing 
on April the 19th that she realized th_l? .. t she was to blame 
in many respects, and so was he. That is a question of 
opinion on the side of either one of thein. Now, is there any-

. thing else aJ1ybody wants to say? 
5/5/60 Mr. Sollie: I'd like to say at the time of her 
page 469 ~ reconciliation offer, one reason I refused it at that 

particular time. is because she was fighting with 
her mother. Her mother talked her into leaving me, and she 
wanted to leave her mother; and she wanted, anyway, to 
get away-and she was going to be bouncing back between 
her mother and.I, and I didn't ca.re to go through life being 
used as a bumper. That is one reason I would like to have 
her back, without living under the abuse of her mother; 
but I didn't want h~r tocome back just to get away from her 
mother-and 'since that time, I have not actuallv talked 
reconciliatio1~ with. her-'--just discussed it briefly, and we'd 
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get into an argument over some doing, or some other thing
a.nd it was not necessarily her fault. 

The Court: Put this in the record, Ma.rcust please. On 
April 19, 1960, this Court rendered a decision that, ·on the 
basis of the evidence before the Court, both in the form of 
depositions and evidence heard Ore Tenus, that the Court was 
of the opinion that prayer of the Bill of Complaint filed herein 
by Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie should be granted; and that 
the prayer of the Cross Bill filed herein by the respondent, 
Robert J. Sollie, should be denied. 

And at that time, the terms and provisions of a 
5/5/60 bed and boa.rd decree was stated by the Court, and 
page 470 r counsel was requested to prepare a decree. There 

is nothing that the Court. has heard this morning 
that. changes the opinion of the Court; and the Court doth 
reaffirm the decision announced on April 19, 1960. Con
sequently, a decree will be entered granting a bed and board 
divorce; and simultaneously, upon a petition for a merger 
a complete bond of matrimony decree will likewise be 
entered. 

Now, the fa.ct that the divorce is granted does not pro
hibit. the parties from still becoming reconciled and re-marry
ing, if they are advised so to do; but so far as this Court. is 
concerned, the matter has been pending and banging fire 
since February 8, 1958, and so far as this Court is concerned, 
it is no-w here and now being terminated by decision. 

Mr. Lutins: I want to put. an exception into the record. 
The Court: Mrs. Sollie, the Court asks the complainant., 

Patricia. Ann Hughes Sollie-do you still desire the Court to 
grant you a divorce? 

Mrs. Sollie: Yes, sir. 
The Court: That is a divorce from bed and board, which 

means a legal separation ; and after granting the bed and 
boa.rd separation, you then desire the Court to merge that 

into a complete divorce-
5/5/60 Mrs. Sollie: Yes, sir. 
page 471 r The Court: -from the bonds of matrimony? 

Mrs. Sollie: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Lutins: Counsel for the respondent excepts to the 

Court's ruling, and assigns as additional error that the 
chancellor's decision is contrary to the law and the evidence, 
and relies upon authorities and reasons heretofore assigned. 

Let me add this further; counsel for the respondent as
signs as error the chancellor's failure and refusal to admit 
into evidence certain tapes, taken by the respondent, the 
purpose of said evidence to corroborate the testimony of the 
respondent. 
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And further, counsel for the respondent assigns as error 
the chancellor's failure and refusal to admit into evidence the 
testimony of the infant child, Betty. 

(Proceedings were concluded at 10:10 o'clock, A. M.) 

page 472 ~ JUDGE'S CERTIFICATE. 

I, F. L. Hoback, Judge of the Circuit Court for the County 
of Roanoke, State of Virginia., do hereby certify that the fore
going depositions of Robert J. Sollie, were taken ore tmiu.s 
before me on the 5th day of May, 1960; that the foregoing is 
a true and correct stenographic copy or report of all the 
testimony that was introduced at such hearing, and the ex
ceptions noted; a.nd that the witness was duly_ sworn by me 
according to law. 

Given under my hand this 23 da.y of June, 1960. 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge. 

Tendered and presented to the undersigned, for certifica
tion, on June 23, 1960 which was presented to me ·within sixty 
(60) da.ys after final judgment and signed by me within 
seventy (70) days. 

F. L. HOBACK, Judge . 

• • • • • 

A Copy-Teste: 

H. G. TURNER, Clerk. 
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